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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Ih  originally  annoancing  to  the  public,  the  present  edition  of 
tbe  Soots  Worthies,  it  was  prcqiosed,  *<  JFVr^,  To  give  the 
cmginal  text,  revised,  corrected,  and  improved  throughout 
Secondly^  To  enlarge  such  lives  as  seemed  unnecessarily  or 
improperly  curtaHed.  Thirdly^  To  insert  the  most  important 
<^  those  which  are  omitted.  FourtKhfj  To  accompany  the 
whole  with  notes,  containing  such  statements  <»r  reflections  as 
could  not  with  {nropriety  be  introduced,  into  the  body  of  the 
work.** 

How  fiir,  and  with  what  ability,  this  plan  has  been  fidfilled, 
it  belongs  to  the  public  to  judge*  The  Editor  can  only  say, 
that,  with  regard  to  «very  part  of  it,  it  has  been  Us  desire 
and  endeavour,  fully  to  realize  it 

In  his  attempt  to  do  so,  however,  much  more  difibmltyhas 
tieen  experienced  than  he  at  first  anticipated.  In  particular 
with  regaid  to  tbe  first  object — ^the  improvement  of  the  text — 
he  has  frequently  found  himself  puzzled  to  a  d^ee,  which 
a  person  unacquainted  with  the  subject  would  not  conceive. 
With  a  strong  desire^  on  the  one  hand,  to  alter  it  as  little  as 
possible,  and  on  the  other  to  render  it  more  simple  and  intel- 
ligible, he  has  found  himself  in  regard  to  some  passages,  al- 
most at  a  stand.  This  indeed  he  felt  to  be  altogether  a  very 
delicate  part  of  his  labours.  He  can,  however,  safely  aver, 
that  in  no  instance  has  he  substituted  a  different  readings  where 
he  did  not  believe  himself  to  be  justified  by  facts,  and  etcept 
with  a  view  of  netting  in  a  truer  and  more  &vourable  light 
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the  hbtory  and  character  of  our  worthy  forefiithers.  In  mere 
verbal  alterations,  he  has  not  to  his  knowledge  retrenched  a 
single  word  which  was  necessary  to  the  meaning  intended  to 
be  expressed ;  and  to  no  extent  has  he  changed  the  sentiment, 
but  in  cases,  where  either  his  own  enquiries  pointed  out  an 
error,  or  where  there  was  evidently  implied  an  inconsistency 
with  the  best  established  principles  of  philosophy  and  religion. 
A  few  passages,  of  considerable  length,  it  will  be  observed, 
are  excluded  from  the  narrative,  which  were  viewed  as  contain- 
ing statements  and  eliciting  opiniens  altogether  t^  Tariamce, 
-with  die  current  and  received  belief  of  the  presest  age.  And 
in  justification  of  the  course  he  has  pursued  in  such  iostoxioesy 
he  refers  to  the  noles»  by  which  bi$  excellent  friend  Mr. 
M'Gavin,  bai-  enriched  the  work 

With  regard  to  the  enlargements — these  are  introduced 
into  the  current  of  die  narrative  without  any  mark  of  distinc- 
tion— sometimes,  in  his  own  words,  add  sometimes  m  dMse 
of  the  authors  from  whom  they  are  derived.  They  are  pf 
ill  sorts  and  dimension^-^in  some  instances  consisting  of  a 
line,  or  a  paragraph^  and  in  others  extending  to  a  paga  or 
pages.  He  hopes  they  will  be  found  both  numerous  and  valo- 
able. 

In  reference  to  the  mm  lively  or  dcetchas*  he  has  pro- 
ceeded, in  a  great  measure^  on  tbe  same  pi*incipl0»  Soa»e  of 
them  be  has  composed,  fircHn  a  variety  of  separate  and  inci- 
dentnl  notices,  scattered  over  different  volumes*  In  others  he 
has  adopted,  generally,  both  the  sentiment  and  expression  of 
the  authors  he  has  had  recourBe  to.  But  even  of  these  it  will 
appear,  on  enquiry,  that  he  has  not  simply  copied  them,  and 
that  in  every  case  they  are  more  or  less  altered,  with  a  view 
to  the  nature  and  plan  of  the  work. 

,  As  to  the  notes^  he  begs  leave  to  remark,  that  for  all  those 
without  a  signature  he  is  not  responsible;  that  mafty^of  them 
are  inserted  from  the  previous  editions,  and  were  composed  by 
the  original  compiler  of  the  work.    In  some  of  diese  there  are 
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opinioitt  dl^vaaeed  to  wUck  he  caimot  sobscrib^ 
not  fedl  waxTtBlid  to  ezdbde  tkenu    TKe  propriety  of  distiib* 
guisbiiig  fak  ow%  by  affixing  some  mark  to  them,  did  aot 
0€caff  to  him  wfaik-the  wock  wasriB  the  press. 

He  has  only  one'tc^  fiurther  to  advert  to^  the  exclusion 
from  the  present  edition  of  what  constituted  the  former  9up« 
pkment  and  Appendix.  As  to  die  treatise  endued  <^  the 
Judgments  of  'God  upon  Pftrsociitorsi"  of  which  the  latter 
is  compose^  he  conceives  it  to  proceed  upoa  a  {nrinciplei  ut- 
terly erroiMOus^  aad  has  been  induced  to  relinquish  it,  by  the 
advice  of  some  of  the  most  enlightened  friends  to  the  Worthies 
of  Scotkoid.  And  with  regard  to  die  few  lives  whick  have 
hitherto  been  inserted  as  the  Stq>pleine]ity  these  have  been  ex* 
clodec^  partly  from  necessity  as  tending  to  swell  the  volume  to 
an  undue  size,  and  partly  from  choice  as  not  Mling  within 
that  period  of  history  by  which  it  seemed  proper  that  the  work 
should  be  limited.  Indeed,  on  this  point  it  is  sufficient  to 
state,  that  with  the  additions  to  these  Memoirs,  which  it  was 
in  his  power  to  make,  by  the  lives  of  many  others  equally 
worthy  of  such  a  notice,  an  entire  volume,  and  not  a  mere  sup- 
plement, would  have  been  requisite.  Should  circumstances 
seem  to  &vour  the  design,  it  is  not  improbable  that  such  a 
volume  may  be  forthcoming.  He  is  already  possessed  of  ma- 
terials for  a  considerable  part  of  it, — materials  which  with 
proper  additions  will  form  a  very  interesting  series  of 
Biography,  extending  it  is  sAiticipated,  to  about  the  middle 
of  the  last  century.  Such  a  work  has  been  suggested  to  him, 
by  several  individuals  whose  opinion  he  respects,  and  will  con- 
stitute, he  hopes,  no  improper  accompaniment  to  the  present 
puUicadon. 

In  lieu  of  the  retrenchments  now  specified,  this  volume 

contains  a  Supplement,  including  short  notices  of  many  suf- 

^^^rers,  not  enumerated  among  the  preceding  Worthies;^ and 

an  Appendix,  containing  several  interesting  articles,  referring 

to  subjects  mentioned  in  the  Lives. 
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Upon  the  whole,  the  present  will  be  found  in  a  great  niea« 
sure,  a  new  work.  It  contains  upwards  of  twelve  biographical 
sketches  to  be  found  in  na  previous  edition,  and  widi  the 
other  enlargements,  consists  in  its  present  form,  of  mtich 
more  letter-press  than  has  ever  appeared  under  the  same 
title. 

What  errors  the  Editor  has  discovered  he  has  noted  in  the 
errata.  From  the  very  nature  of  his  labours,  he  is  sensible 
that  there  must  be  many  instances  in  which  amendment  will 
be  necessary.  Of  important  mistakes  he  is  not  conscious,  and 
those  of  a  less  considerable  kind  shall  be  carefully  corrected  in 
eveiy  future  reprint  He  commits  it,  with  all  its  imperfectk>nsy 
to  the  perusal  and  patronage  of  an  indulgent  public. 

DacsicBn,  1826. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CONTENTS.* 


*  PktFACs,  by  Mr.  M'Gaviir, 
Qrioinal  Pufacs»    .  . 

htTMODVCTOtLX  ChaPTSK, 
PaTKICK  HAMXLTOKy  . 

*  HbJIKY  FomEESTy 

*  NoBXAN  GouKLAr  and  Datid  Stkaitom, 

*  TnoMAf  Fd&Rin  and  Others, 

*  JmmoME  RuflSEL  and  ALBXANOia  Kxkmbdt, 

OscmOB  WiSHAftT,    ' 

*  Adam  Wailacb,     . 

WAETEftBIlLLy 

Iaios  Stuaet,  Earh  of  Moray, 
Joxir  Knox,   . 

GsOftOB  BoCHAXAN,     • 

*  John  BafsiNB,  Baron  of  Dun, 

ROBBET  RoiXOCXy       ;^ 

Jomr  Ceaio, 
DatidBlace,  '  « 

John  Datidson, 
Akdebw  Meltillb,    • 
WnxiAicRow,  • 

PatMice  Sncnoify 
AndAew  DimcAK» 
John  Scedcoboitb,     . 


BEIT 

8 

11 
17 
19 
SI 
23 
ft! 
38 
40 
43 
52 


.  79 

.  87 

.  90 

.  94 

.  98 

.  101 

.  110 

.  lis 

.116 

.  119 


^>  The  articlet  to  which  anatterisk  it  prefised,  are  adddhm  to  the  work. 
In  general,  the  names  of  laymen  ha^e  titles  anncEed  to  them;  to  that 
those  which  have  not  (with  a  few  exceptions)  may  be  r^^arded  as  belong- 
ing to  the  chnrdk 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^lii  CONTENrS. 

JoHK  Welch,  ....•••  1£S 

RoBSftT  Boyd,            .           .           .           r  .  .           .  139 

RobsetBeucs,          .           .           .           .  -     .  •           .  140 

J0SIA8  Welch,            .  ►        v           .           •  •  •           •  16^ 

JoHK  Goedon,  Viscount  Kenmuir,     .            •  •  •            .154 

RoBSET  Cunningham,                        •            •  •  .168 

James  Mitchell,                                           •  •  •           •  ^7^ 

AlSXANDBE  HeNDBESON,        .  .                .                •  .       •  •                •    175 
CrEOEOE  GlLLESPIE>       ....-••    1^1 

John  M't^LELLAND,     .                        •            •  •  •  W 

David  Caldeewooih            •  •                       *  •  •  ^^ 

Hugh  Binning,       .  .         .  •           •           •  •  •           *  ^^ 

Andeew  Geay,          •           •           •       .     •  '  ^^^ 
Jambs  Dueham,          ....•••  ^14 

Samuel  Rutheetoed,            •         .  •         .  •  .  •  •            •  ^^ 

JUcHiBALD  Campbell,  Marquis  of  Argylc,   .  •  •  •  BSB 

James  Gutheie,       .  •         .  •           •         .  •  .  •  •           '  ^^ 

John  Campbell,  Earl  of  Loudon,       .           .  .  •           •  24B 

Rdbeet  Baillie,        .           •           •         .  •  .  •  •  ^W 

Davq)  DicKfON,         •           •           •         .  •  •  .  •  '    ^      •  ^W 

StE  Aechibau>  Johnston,  Lord  Warristoiip  •  .  •          •  •  9jfl 

James  Wood*            •          •         .  •         .  •  •  •  ^ 

WiLUAM  GoTHEIXy  .  .                 •             .  •                •  •  '  ^W 

Robeet  Blaie,           .           .           •         .  •  •  •  ^^ 

Hugh  MTSjol,  . 30» 

Josh  Nevat,           . .         .  •          •          •  •  •           •  ^^ 

JoHK  Liyingstone,    ...           •           •  •  '           •  ^W 

Jo^.Semplb, ^^ 

•  4l«XAKDE»  SmIT^,                  .               •                •  •  '3^ 

•  Thomas  Wylib,     . .           •           .      #    .  •  ...  337 
James  Mitchell,       •           •           •           •  •  •           •  ^^ 

John  Welwooo,         .           •           •           •  •  •           *  ^® 

WiuJA¥<jmmrof6ii4i!lmi>  •  •  *^ 

John  Kid,  and  John  Kino»    •  •  ^ 

John  Beown,             .           .           •           •  •  •           -360 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CONTENtS. 


Hknbt  Haix  of  Hau^beady 

BiCHAED  CaIIEKON,      . 

Datis  Hackston  of  Rathillet 
RoBEBT  Kebb  of  Kenland, 

*  John  Welch, 
DovALo  Cabgill, 
Waltbb  Smith, 
Rdbebt  Gabnock, 

ROBEBT  M'WabD, 

*  Jambs  Wallace  of  Achens, 
John  Patok  of  Meadowhetd, 

*  RoBEBT  Baillib  of  JcTviiwood, 

*  John  Bbown  of  PricbthiU,    . 
.Abchoald  Campbell,  Earl  of  Argyle, 

SiCHABD  RuMBOLD,      • 

*  Thomas  Abchbb,     • 
John  Nisbet  of  HardhiQ, 

*  John  Cabstaibs,     •    - 

*  John  Blackaodbb, 
Albxano^  Pbobn,    • 
Jambs  Rsnwick, 

SoFFLXMBNTy  • 


IZ 

.  364 
.  367 
.  374 
►  381 
.  383 
.  392 
.  404 
.  406 
.  419 
.  422 
.  431 
.  440 
.  443 
.  458 
.  470 
.  472 
.  475 
.  486 
.  493 
•  514 
.  528 
.  551 
.  570 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PREFACE. 


The  Rifobmation  in  Scotland  was  effected  by  much  hum- 
bler means  than  that  of  England.  In  the  latter  country  the . 
king  had  a  principal  hand  in  the  work ;  in  the  former  it  was 
commenced  and  carried  on  l^  the  peqple,  against  the  inclina- 
tkin,  and  in  spite  of  the  powerful  opposition  made  by  the  so- 
yereign  in  the  persons  of  James  V.,  his  widow,  and  his  daugh- 
ter Mary.  From  these  circumstances,  the  dmrches  in  the  two 
kingdoms  received  impressions  of  a  very  different  diaracter. 
That  of  England,  while  greatly  reformed  in  point  of  doctrine, 
and  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  Rome,  retained  many  of 
the  ceremonies,  the  habits,  and  almost  all  the  frame^work,  of 
the  previous  establishment.  In  Scotland,  these  were  generally 
sw^t  away ;  and  an  order  was  established,  simple  and  unos- 
tentatious, having  more  of  a  spiritual  kingdom,  and  much  less 
of  the  splendour  of  this  world,  than  our  neighbour  in  the 
south. 

The  first  of  the  Worthies  whose  lives  are  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing work,  such  as  Hamilton,  Mill,  and  Wishart,  had  to 
encounter  the  Man  of  Sin  in  the  height  of  his  power ;  and  for 
the  sake  of  the  truth,  they  yielded  theu:  bodies  to  the  flames. 
The  consequence,  was  the  opposite  of  what  the  ruling  par^ 
expected.  They  thought  to  extirpate  heresy,  by  burning  to 
death  all  who  were  infected  v^ith  it.  But  by  the  private  cir- 
culation of  Wickliff's  translation  of  the  Scriptures,  which  the 
lowland  Scotch  could  read,  and  by  the  preacliing  of  such  men 
as  the  above  named,  the  reformed  doctrines  had  spread  more 
extensively  than  the  popish  clergy  were  aware  of:  the  heroic 
constancy  of  the  martyrs,  even  in  the  midst  of  the  flames,  had 
the  effect  of  awakening  the  minds  of  many  to  reflect  on  the 
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cause  of  such  constancy  on  the  one  hand,  and  such  cruel  p^v 
secution  on  the  other ;  and  contrasting  the  holy  lives  of  the 
sufferers  with  the  profligacy  of  their  persecutors,  they  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  cause  of  the  sufferers  was  the  cause  of 
God,  which  they  found  it  their  duty  to  espouse;  and  thus, 
as  of  old,  "  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  was  the  seed  of  the 
church." 

A  large  proportion,  if  not  a  majority,  of  the  people,  at  least 
in  the  lowlands,  were  Protestants,  by  the  time  that  Knox  be- 
gan to  preach  among  them ;  and  such  was  the  effect  of  his 
labours,  that  in  a  few  years,  almost  the  whole  pc^ula&n  of 
the  south  and  west,  including  noUlity  and  gentry  of  die  first 
rank,  renounced  popery,  and  joined  die  Reformation.  The 
Protestant  Pre^j^rian  religion  was  established,  not  exactly 
in  its  present  form,  but  as  near  it,  perhaps,  as  the  state  of 
learning,  and  Ae  small  number  of  persons  properly  qualified 
to  be  pastors,  would  adndt  This  victory  over  the  Beast,  was 
achieved  at  the  expense  of  some  of  Ae  best  Uood  in  the  king- 
dom. The  victors  overcame  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and 
the  word  of  their  testimony,  and  loved  not  their  lives  unto  the 
deadi.  Tliey  obtained  the  salvation  of  their  own  souls  by  the 
blood  of  atonement.  They  made  that  the  subject  of  their 
testimony,  or  preaching;  and  the  truth  prevailed  to  the  over- 
throw of  many  a  sbrong-hold  of  error.  The  Presbyterian 
estiibiishment  was  setded  with  the  consent  of  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  who  became  devotedly  attached  to  it,  as  they 
continue  to  this  df^. 

It  might  have  been  expected  that  now  the  church  of  Scot- 
land would  enjoy  peace  and  prosperity ;  that  the  power  of  the 
Pbpe  and  his  clergy  being  completely  broken,  there  would  at 
least  be  no  more  persecution,  or  suffering  of  any  kind,  for  con- 
science* sake.  But  the  case  was  far  otherwise.  A  more  severe 
trial  awaited  the  faithM  of  the  land,  in  comparison  of  wMth, 
what  they  suffered  from  popish  rulers  appears  as  nothing. 
Matters  went  on  pretty  well  during  the  minority  of  James  VI., 
and  for  a  while  after  he  had  assumed  the  reins  of  government 
He  professed  to  be  a  Presbyterian,  thanked  Ood  that  he  was 
king  in  the  purest  kirk  in  the  world,  and  infected  to  hold  the 
English  service  book  in  contempt     But  when  he  succeeded 
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to  the  crown  <^  jElngland,  be  was  ^o  fitsciaated  by  tbe  glory  of 
her  cbiucdi ;  and  his  weak  hdad  was  so  affected  by  the  fumes 
of  incense  which  were  presented  by  t^e  bishops,  that  he  de- 
terBuned  to  haTe  bishops  in  Scotland  too.     With  a  spirit  of 
;  manly  &eedoni»  the  Scots  ministers  were  accustomed  to  speak 
f  their  mindj  and  tell  the  truth)  whedier  i^eeaUe  to  him  or 
not    With  this  be  had  been  sadly  aonoyed;  but  now  he  had 
fboad  a  raoe  of  men  more  pliable  i  an  order,  whose  appoint- 
ment being  vested  in  himself,  he  could  always  mai^e  8ubser<* 
Tieaat  to  his  purposes  of  extravagance  and  ambition,  to  both 
of  which  he  was  greatly  addicted ;  and  therefore  he  determined 
to  put  the  chui^  of  Scotland  under  the  dominion  <^.  bishops, 
and  otherwise  make  it  conform  to  that  of  Ikigland.     Tliia 
made  the  rest  of  his  leign  hi^er  to  himself  and  horribly  op- 
pressive to  his  subjects  in  Scotland,  some  of  the  most  enunent 
ef  wiiom,  such  as  Andrew  Melville  and  John  Welch,  suffered 
iiBprisonment  and  exile  fer  no  crime,  but  a  faithful  adherence 
to  tbeir  prindf^ea.     Cfatarles  I.  followed  precisely  in  the  same 
tracts  w&hout  relaxing  a  whit  o£hia  father's  oppressions. 

But  still  the  suffering  during  these  two  reigns  was  little  in 
COVGfMurifion  of  what  followed*  Charles  IL,  rejected  by  England, 
was  peceived  and  crowned  by  the  Presbyterians  in  Scotland  i 
bat  being  s(fterw»rds  defeated  by  the  Eaglish  at  Worcester, 
he  was  dfiven  into  exile  &r  many  years,  during  all  which, 
the  leading  Presbyterians  in  Scotland  maintained  their  loyfdiy 
to  him  with  almost  absurd  tenacity,  refusing  to  sulmiit  to 
CSromwei],  tboygh  in  fuU  and  midisputed  possession  of  the 
country*  JUany  of  them  would,  no  doubt,  have  laid  down 
their  lives  rather  than  renounce  their  king,  had  the  Protector 
not  beoi  a  mao  of  too  much  moderation  to  pat  them  to  that 
tesL  hoiy9by  to  Charles  was,  however,  a  matl^er  of  conscience 
wiih  them.  It  ww  a  psffi  of  their  rd^on,  being  included  in 
tbe  covenant  which  both  they  and  the  king  had  sworn,  though 
by  a  liberal  interpretation  of  the  covenant^  they  might  have 
iirferred,  that  their  obligation  ceased,  |^n  the  king  could  not 
protect  them,  bnt  had  fled  from  them,  leaving  them  to  the 
meircj  #f  die  cooqueror.  Oaths  of  allegiance  bind  sut^t^  to 
atand  by  their  sovereign  while  he  Mrjll  stand  by  them ;  but  if 
itAoMtB  to  flee  for  his  pensctial  safety,  A^y  have  a  right  t^ 
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submit  fdr  theirs.  On  thb  principle  both  kingdoms  acted, 
when  James  II.  ran  away,  and  left  the  throne  to  William  and' 
Mary.  If  oaths  are  so  framed  as  not  to  admit  of  this  alterna- 
tive, they  are  sinful,  and  ought  to  be  avoided  by  every  man 
who  wishes  to  maintain  a  good  conscience.  I  make  these  re- 
marks in  vindication  of  those  who  did  submit  to  Cromwel^  as' 
well  as  to  show  the  sturdy  integrity  of  those  who  did  not 

Of  the  first  who  suffered  death  after  Charles'  restoration,  to* 
wit,  Mr.  James  Guthrie,  minister  of  Stirling,  it  is  thus  re- 
corded by  Wodrow, — "  I  have  it  from  good  hands,  that  Mr. 
Guthrie  defended  the  king's  right  in  a  public  debate  with 
Hugh  Peters,  Oliver's  chaplain,  and  from  the  pulpit  he  assert- 
ed the  king's  title  in  the  hearing  of  the  English  oflScers." 
There  is  a  tradition,  that  when  Cromwell  was  in  Glasgow,  he 
attended  the  ministry  of  the  worthy  Mr.  James  Durham,  in 
the  High  Church,  who  prayed  for  die  king  by  name,  and  for 
his  restoration  to  his  dominions;  on  which,  one  of  the  officers 
said,  ^  Please  your  highness,  shall  I  shoot  him  ?"  <<  Nay, 
nay,"  said  Oliver,  "  I  will  shoot  him  better  than  you  can." 
After  sermon  he  sent  for  him,  and  spent  the  evening  with 
him  in  prayer  and  religious  conversation,  which,  no  dou^ 
made  a  favourable  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  minister  with 
regard  to  Cromwell  personally ;  but  it  is  not  said  that  it  affect- 
ed his  loyalty*  Indeed  the  most  zealous  covenanters  were  the 
firmest  loyalists  during  the  king's  exile,  and  they  were  the  first 
to  promote  his  restoration. 

These  were  not  the  men  who  were  likely  to  be  found  in 
arms  agcunst  their  sovereign.  It  has  been  the  fashion,  down 
to  the  present  day,  to  accuse  them  of  rebellion,  treason,  and 
every  thing  that  is  bad.  The  thing  is  not  only  fiilse ;  but, 
considering  the  avowed  principles  of  the  men,  it  is  impossible  it 
could  be  true.  It  was  not  till  after  six  years  of  unparalleled  op- 
pression on  the  one  hand  and  sufiering  on  the  other,  that  there 
was  a  mamfestation  of  hostile  oj^sition  to  the  government, 
as  in  the  rising  that  wis  dispersed  at  Pentland ;  it  was  twelve 
years  longer  before  that  at  Bothwell ;  and  both  may  be  justi- 
fied upon  the  natural  principle  of  self-defence.  It  was  not 
because  the  king  imposed  bishops  upon  them,  that  they  took 
up  arms,     tt  was  not  because  three  hundred  and  fifty  of  their 
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most  faithful  ministers  Were  cast  out  of  their  churdies,  and 
forUdden,  upon  pain  of  death,  to  preach  in  the  fields.  It  waf 
because,  when  they  obeyed  Grod  by  preaching  as  they  had  op- 
portunity not  only  they,  but  all  who  heard  them  were  liable 
to  military  execution.  Bands  of  soldiers  were  continually 
scouring  the  country  in  search  of  those  who  dared  to  worship 
God,  even  in  the  most  sequestered  spots,  and  when  such  were 
disoorered,  they  were  killed  upon  the  spot,  or  carried  away  to 
a  mock  trial,  often  put  to  the  torture  to  make  them  accuse 
themselves  or  their  neighbours,  and  finally  executed  in  the 
most  ignominious  manner.  There  was  no  way  of  escape  but 
by  some  sinful  compliance,  which,  to  their  pious  honest  minds, 
appeared  more  dreadful  than  death. 

They  knew  the  gospel  and  loved  it,  and  found  it  necessary 
for  the  life  of  their  souls.  This  was  the  reason  why  with  so 
much  eagerness  they  followed  their  faithful  pastors  to  the 
glens  and  mountains,  to  hear  the  word,  and  even  to  the  dens 
and  caves  of  the  earth,  to  enjoy  Christian  fellowship.  In  pro- 
portion as  they  prized  these  privileges,  they  abhorred  the  mi- 
nistry of  the  curates  who  were  imposed  upon  them,  in  the 
room  of  the  ejected  ministers.  But  it  was  nearly  as  great  a 
crime  not  to  attend  the  ministry  of  the  curates,  as  it  was  to 
attend  a  convenficle.  Nay,  though  they  attended  no  conven- 
ticle, but  only  went  to  hear  an  indulged  Presbyterian  minis- 
ter, in  another  parish,  because  he  preached  the  gospel,  which 
the  curates  £d  not,  they  were  held  equally  guilty  of  contemn*^ 
ing  the  bishops  and  their  underlings.  Soldiers  were  some- 
times set  to  watch  the  dismissing  of  a  congregation,  to  see 
who  were  there  who  did  not  belong  to  the  parish.  To  such, 
certain  ensnaring  questions  were  put,  which  usually  led  to  a 
disclosure  of  their  principles ;  and  then,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  soldiers,  they  were  shot  without  trial,  or  sent  to  prison, 
and  fined  or  executed. 

The  country  people  finding  themselves  daily  exposed  to 
such  murderous  treatment,  while  eng%ed  in  the  worship  of 
God,  particularly  in  the  fields,  at  first  took  the  precaution  of 
setting  a  watch  on  some  neighbouring  eminence,  to  give  a 
signal  when  the  soldiers  were  approaching,  that  they  might 
have  time  to  escape.     Afterwards,  they  began  to  carry  arms 
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to  defend  themselves,  their  wires  and  chQdren^  agiunst  lawless 
Tiolence,  whUe  peaceably  worshipping  God,  as  they  would  do 
against  murderers  in  other  drcmnstances.  Farth^  than  this 
they  did  not  intend  to  go ;  and  nothing  but  a  perversion  of 
language  can  call  this  rebellion.  It  was  in  tHs  situation  they 
Were  found  on  Loudon  hill,  when  attacked  by  Claverhouse 
and  his  dragoons,  which  issued  in  the  battle  of  Drumclog, 
where,  I  dare  say,  to  their  own  astonishment,  they  found 
diemselres  victorious.  It  had  been  better  for  them  to  have 
escaped  without  fighting,  or  even  to  have  been  ffispersed  by 
the  dragoons  with  the  loss  of  a  few  of  their  number ;  for  then 
they  would  have  been  spared  the  overwhelming  disaster  of 
Bothwell  Bridge.  They  were  by  no  means  prepared  for  such 
a  rencounter ;  and,  I  suppose,  they  would  not  have  thought 
of  such  a  thing,  if  they  had  not  been  elated  by  their  success 
at  Drumclog.  I  do  not  commend  their  arming  and  fighting 
at  dl,  in  connection  with  their  worship,*  but  whatever  may 
be  said  on  this  subject,  on  gospel  principles,  the  civil  govern- 
ment had  no  right  to  condemn  them  as  rebels,  for  attempting 
to  repel  unprincipled  and  lawless  violence;  for  when  men's 
lives' ana  attacked  widiout  law,  and  contrary  to  law,  as  was 
the  case  here,  it  makes  no  difference  that  the  murderer  bears 
a  commission  fegm  the  king. 

The  truth  Sgl^e  king  gave  himself  little  concern  about  the 
matter.  He  hated  Presbytery  as  a  religion  unfit  for  a  gehtle- 
iban ;  and  like  his  grandfuthsr,  he  had  been  much  annoyed 
by  the  plain  dealing  of  the  ministers,  who,  at  his  coronation 
and  afterwards,  told  ^  him  a  great  many  unpalatable  truths. 
Soon  after  his  restoration,  he  re-established  episcopacy  in  Scot- 
land, not  that  he  cared  for  one  form  of  church-gAemment 
more  than  another;  but  to  put  down  the  spirit  of  freedom 
wMdi  characterised  the  Presb3rterians,  and  prepare  the  way 
for  popery  and  arbitrary  power ;  for  though  not  an  avowed 
Papist  himself,  he  was  much  under  the  influence  of  his  popish 
brother,  who  in  a  grearVneasure  directed  the  affairs  of  Scot- 
land, even  before  he  succeeded  to  the  crown.  These,  affairs 
were  committed  to  the  management  of  a  council  composed  of 
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penoQB  wlio  were  sdidiini  sober,  and  w&o  ia  tkeir  dmnken 
revels,  pssted  those  bloody  acts  whidi  filled  the  kbgdon  with 
desohtsoD.  I  need  not  give  a  detail  of  the  wseties  whkh 
weresuffered  for  twenty-eaght  years ;  but  I  camioC  resist  quot- 
ing the  following  oimprehensiTe  summaay  of  them  by  a 
most  able  pen. 

^  To  preach  at  a  separate  meeting  in  a  priTate  houses  sut>- 
jected  the  minister  to  a  fine  of  five  thousand  marks ;"  (equal 
in  efficiency  to  £1000  of  our  present  money)  "  if  he  preached 
in  the  fields,  lus  punishment  was  death  and  confiscation  of 
property.  The  fines  of  those  who  countenanced  these  meet- 
ings were  increased,  and  were  proportioned  to  their  wealth. 
For  example,  Sir  George  Maxwell  of  Newark,  and  Sir  George 
Maxwell  of  Nether-Pollock,  were  fined  in  a  sum  amounting 
to  nearly  eight  thousand  pounds  sterling  each,  in  the  course 
of  three  years,  for  absence  from  their  parish  church,  attend- 
ance on  conventicles  and  disorderly  baptisms.  Landlords 
were  now  obliged  to  make  it  an  article  in  their  leases,  and 
masters  in  their  indentures,  that  their  tenents  and  apprentices 
should  regularly  attend  the  established  places  of  worship. 
Recourse  was  at  last  had  to  one  of  the  most  detestable  mea- 
sures of  a  tyrannical  government.  Letters  of  intercommuning 
were  issued  against  a  great  number  of  the  most  distinguished 
Presbyterians,  including-  several  ladies  of  rank,  by  which  tliey 
were  proscribed  aa  rebels,  and  cut  dS  from  all  society;  a 
price,  amounting  in  some  instances  to  five  hundred  pounds, 
was  fixed  on  their  heads,  and  every  person,  not  excepting 
their  nearest  relatives,  was  prohibited  from  conversing  with 
them  by  word  or  writing,  from  receiving  or  h^bouring  them, 
and  from  supplymg  them  with  meat,  drink,  or  clothes,  or  any 
of  the  accommodations  or  necessaries  of  life,  under  the  pain 
of  being  punished  with  rigour  as  guilty  of  the  same  crimes 
with  the  persons  interconunnned.  It  is  to  be  observed,  that 
the  highest  crime  of  those  who  were  thus  excluded  from  the 
pale  of  society,  was  preaching  at,  of  attending  field  conven- 
ticles. At  the  same  time,  the  Highland  host  was  brought 
down  upon  the  western  counties.  Those  who  have  heard  c^ 
modern  Hig^dand  hospitality,  or  been  amused  with  fables  of 
ancient  Highland  chivalry,  can  form  no  idea  of  the  horror 
produced  by  the  irruption  of  those  savages,  to  the  number  of 
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ten  thousand,  anned,  besides  their  accuscomed  weaponB,  with 
spades,  shovels  and  mattocks,  and  with  daggers  or  dirks, 
made  to  bsten  to  the  muzzles  of  their  guns,  iron  shackles  for 
binding  their  prisoners,  and  thumb  locks  to  oblige  them  to 
answer  the  questions  that  they  proposed  to  them,  and  discover 
their  concealed  treasure.  The  r^ine  and  outrage  committed' 
by  this  lawless  banditti,  often  without  discriminaticm  of  con- 
formists from  nonconformists,  having  obliged  the  government 
to  order  them  home,  the  regular  troops  were  sent  to  replace 
them,  provided  with  instructions  to  proceed  with  the  greatest 
severity  against  those  who  attended  conventicles,  and  headed 
by  officers  who  had  shown  themselves  qualified  for  carrying 
these  instructions  into  execution. 

*^  We  cannot  give  an  account  of  the  sufferings  which  the 
Presbyterians  endured  by  the  execution  of  these  barbarous 
measures.  They  suffered,  says  an  author*  already  quoted,  ex- 
tremities that  tongue  cannot  describe,  and  which  heart  can 
hardly  conceive  of,  from  the  dismal  circumstances  of  hunger, 
nakedness  and  the  severity  of  the  climate ; — ^lying  in  damp 
caves,  and  in  hollow  clefts  of  the  naked  rocks,  without  shelter, 
covering,  fire  or  food ;  none  durst  harbour,  entertain,  relieve, 
or  speak  to  them  upon  pain  of  death.  Many,  for  venturing 
to  receive  them,  were  forced  to  fly  to  them,  and  several  put 
to  death  for  no  other  offence;  fathers  were  persecuted  for 
supplying  their  children,  and  children  for  nourishing  their 
parents ;  husbands  for  harbouring  their  wives,  and  wives  for 
cherishing  their  own  husbands.  The  ties  and  obligations  of 
the  laws  of  nature  were  no  defence,  but  it  was  made  death  to 
perform  natural  duties ;  and  many  suffered  death  for  acts  of 
piety  and  charity,  in  cases  where  human  nature  could  not 
bear  the  thoughts  of  suffering  it.  To  such  an  extreme  was 
the  rage  of  these  persecutors  carried !  Nor  can  we  give  an 
account  of  the  murders  committed  under  the  cloak  of  justice ; 
the  inhuman  tortures  to  which  the  accused  were  subjected,  to 
constrain  them  to  bear  witness  against  themselves,  their  re- 
latives and  their  brethren;  and  the  barbarity  of  sounding 


•  The  Author  aUuded  to,  we  bdlere,  U  Define  in  hb  **  Meoioln  of  the  Churoh 
of  SeotlaDd.'" 
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ckimis  on  the  sGaffiold  to  drown  their  voices^  and  of  appre- 
hending and  pimishing  those  who  expressed  ^mpathy  fbl 
th^ni^  or  who  uttered  the  prayer,  God  ^omfijrt  you.  The  num* 
ber  of  prisoners  was  dlen  so  great,  thut  the  goremment  could 
pot  bring  them  all  to  triaL  Sudi  of  them  as  escaped  execu-^ 
tion  were  tnuu^rted,  cff  father  sold  as  slaves,  to  pecqde  de* 
aoliUe,  barbarous  colonies ;  the  price  of  a  whig  was  fixed  at 
five  pounds ;  and  sometimes  they  were  given  away  in  presents 
by  the  jw%es.'*» 

All  diese  miseries  were  inflicted  because  die  ruling  powers, 
having  established  Episcc^pacy,  were  determined  to  put  down 
Predjytery,  that  the  oligect  of  their  idolatry  might  reign  with- 
out a  riTal.  Many  of  the  curates  were  active  agents  of  the 
persecntors,  by  mforming  against  those  wiio  attended  *conven- 
tides,  or  who  refused  to  submit  to  their  ministry ;  and  he  who 
presided  over  the  affairs  of  the  Episcopal  church,  and  directed 
the  work  of  carnage  for  many  years,  was  the  Archbishop  of 
St.  Andrews.  Hence  Episcopacy  came  to  be  abhorred  in 
Sdotlondas  mudi  as  Popery  had  been,  and  continued  to  be  so 
for  netfly  a  century  after  Ptesbytery  was  ro-established.  Epii*^ 
copacy  now  is  as  harmless  as  any  other  mode  of  diJBsent ;  and 
it  would  be  most  unjust  to  accuse  those  of  that  communion  in 
the  present  age,  as  consenting  to  the  deeds  of  their  predeees- 
sors,  vrfiich  they  condemn  as  much  as  we.  There  is  nothing 
in  the  nature  of  Episcopacy  more  intolerant  or  bloodthirsty 
&an  in  that  of  Presbytery ;  but,  unhi^pily  for  the  good  name 
of  the  former,  it  was  considered  a  stepping-stone  to  Popery. 
As  such,  it  was  made  use  of  by  the  house  of  Stuart,  whidi  led 
to  the  expulsion  of  both  it  and  them. 

The  persecuted  Presbyterians  have  been  accused  oifmaH" 
rism,  mqperttitUm,  illilieraliiyy  and  toani  of  learning.  Their 
guilt  or  innocence,  with  respect  to  some  of  these  things^  will 
depend  upon  a  definition  of  the  terms.  In  the  cant  language  of 
those  who  despise  all  serious  religion,  every  man  is  a  **  fanatic" 
who  studies  to  please  God  rather  than  conform  to  the  corrupt 
manners  of  the  world.     In  this  respect,  the  Worthies,  whosQ 


•  See  lUvifw  of  the  fast  teries  of  the  Talcs  of  My  LmkSord,  ascribed  to  Dr.  M'Crie, 
roWnbed  from  the  Christian  Instnictor,  in  a  Mparate  Tolume,  entitled  "  A  Vin- 
4icati<tn  of  tlM  C«TefiMiten. "     See  pp.  Sl-SS, 
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lives  are  recorded  in  this  volume,  were  great  iknatics.  Thej 
chose  to  be  vile  in  the  sight  of  men,  that  they  might  be  ap- 
proved of  GkxL  TTiey  were  m«i  of  true  piety.  They  lived 
much  in  communion  with  God,  and  with  one  another,  as  they 
had  f^poTtamty.  They  remembered  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep 
it  holy.  They  would  not  join  with  their  neighbours  in  any 
kind  of  revelry  on  that  day,  or  indeed  on  any  other  day;  but 
endeavoured  to  keep  themselves  unspotted  from  the  world. 
This,  of  course,  provoked  the  hostility  of  their  profane  neigh- 
bours, who  thought  it  strange  that  they  woiuld  not  mn  with 
them  to  the  same  excess  of  riot ;  and  they  took  their  revenge 
by  giving  them  a  bad  name.  They  called  than  fimatics.  I 
would  feel  more  pleasure  in  being  associated  With  them  under 
that  name,  than  anxiety  about  vindicating  them  from  the  odium 
attached  to  it 

But  they  were,  it  is  said,  ^^  superstitious."  I  suppose  there  are 
many  who  use  this  word  who  do  not  know  what  it  ngnifiecL 
Johnson  defines  superstition,  <^  unnecessary  fear  or  scruples  in 
religion;  religion  widiout  morality;  reverence  of  beings  not 
proper  objects  of  reverence ;  over-nicety ;  exactness  jtoo  scru- 
pulous.'* Of  superstition  as  <^  unnecessary  fear  or  scruples  in 
religion,"  they  were  guilty  or  not  guilty,  according  to  the 
meaning  attached  to  the  words.  They  stood  in  great  fear  of 
ofiending  God.  Hence  they  would  not  swear,  or  consent  to 
tfie  breach  of  any  of  his  conunandments.  They  would  not 
utter  a  word,  or  do  a  deed,  that  might  even  seem  to  approve 
of  what  was  sinful,  though  it  wer^  to  save  their  lives.  In  the 
esteem  of  the  world  such  fears  and  scruples  were  unnecessary. 
It  was  an  over-nicety ;  it  was  exactness  too  scrupulous.  In 
this  sense  they  were  superstitious ;  which  is  saying  no  more 
than  that,  like  holy  Job,  they  were  men  that  feared  God  and 
eschewed  evil.  If  superstition  be  ^^  religion  without  morality," 
they  were  not  guilty ;  for  their  strict  morality  was  one  reason 
why  they  were  called  superstitious.  And  if  superstition  be 
"  reverence  for  beings  not  proper  objects  of  reverence,"  they 
were  not  guilty.  This  did  not  apply  to  them,  but  to  their  ene- 
mies the  Pi^ists. 

"  Illiberal"  is  a  word  not  yet  properly  defined.  Dr.  Johnson, 
on  the  authority  of  King  Charles,  explains  it,  "  not  noble ;  not 
ingenuous."     Then  the  covenanters  were   not  illiberal,   for 
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among  them  were  some  of  the  most  noble  of  the  land.     Wit- 
ness tihe  two  Aj^les,  who  sealed  their  testimony  with  their 
Uood.     On  other  authority,  Johnson  defines  it,  ^^  not  mmiifi- 
cent ;  not  generous ;  sparing."    The  history,  of  the  Scots  Pre»* 
bytenans  is  iuU  of  the  most  noble  acts  of  munificence  and 
generosity.    They  were  not  sparing  even  of  their  lives,  when 
called  to  put  them  in  jeopardy  in  the  service  of  God,  or  lor 
the  benefit  of  fellow-creatures.     Witness  the  conduct  of  the 
two  noble  ladies  in  Loudon  Castle,  who,  at  the  risk  of  theic 
own  lives,  carried  food  in  the  skirts  of  their  cloaks  to  a  perse^ 
cuted  boy,  in  a  place  of  concealment,  as  related  by  himself  in 
a  manuscript  which  I  have  quoted.*     But  I  know,  what  is 
now  meant  by  illiberality,  better  than  Dr.  Johnson  did.     The 
covenanters  were  not  blind  to  the  difference  between  truth 
and  error.     They  would  not  call  evil  good  and  good  evil. 
What  they  believed  to  be  truth  they  held  iast  at  all  hazards ; 
and  what  they  believed  to  be  error  they  denounced  as  sudi, 
whoever  migl^t  be  ofiended  by  it.     There  was  nothing  more 
abhorred  and  condemned  by  them,  than  the  sentiment,  that 
one  religion,  and  one  form  of  worship,  was  as  good  as  another. 
This  is  the  boasted  liberality  of  mfiny  in  the  present  age ;  and 
in  this  sense,  most  certainly,  the  Worthies  were  not  liberal. 
But,  it  is  added,  their  principles  were  intolerant     To  a  cer- 
tain extent  this  is  fireely  admitted.     They  did  not  understand 
the  sulject  of  religious  liberty;   and  with  the  exception  of 
Locke,  Owen,  and  one  or  two  more,  no  man  of  that  age  under- 
stood it.     Their  attainments  were  great  in  many  respects; 
bat  in  this  they  were  deficient.     It  is  right  to  acknowledge 
the  fact  at  once ;  and  if  those  who  now  blame  them  for  it,  can 
conjure  up  any  cotemporary  sect  or  party  who  were  blame- 
less, let  that  sect  or  party  throw  the  first  stone  at  the  cove- 
nanters. 

As  for  ^  learning,"  I  think  they  had  a  fair  proportion  of  it 
Few  men  of  his  time  were  more  learned  than  Andrew  Mel- 
ville ;  or  than  Rutherford  and  Henderson  at  a  later  period 
When  learning  could  not  be  obtained  at  home,  many  went  to 
Holland  for  it,  at  a  vast  expense  to  them  and  their  firiends. 
Nay,  I  think,  they  laid  too  much  stress. upon  the  learning  of 


•  See  note,  page  4r78^9. 
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the  schools,  for  they  made  it  indispensable  as  a  qualification 
for  preaching  the  gospel.     I  do  not  recollect  an  instance  of 
one  bebig  ordained,  or  even  licensed  to  preach,  who  had  not 
gone  through  a  course  of  Greek  and  Roman  learning.     I  am 
fiff  from  depreciating  the  advantages  of^this  in  ordinary  dr^ 
cumstances ;  but  in  those  of  the  persecuted  Presbyterians,  at 
ifae  time  referred  to,  mudi  profit  and  comfort  might  have  been 
imparted,  by  the  ministry  of  plain  unlettered  Christians  of  ar- 
dent piety  and  sound  common  sense,  in  remote  parts  of  the 
country,  when  no  learned  minister  was  at  hand.     Some  of  the 
most  usefiil  ministers  of  the  present  age,  both  as  writers  and 
preachers,  such  as  John  Newton,  Thomas  Scott,  and  Andrew 
Fuller,  were  men  of  no  great  learning,  or  of  no  College  learn- 
ing at  alL     And  when  I  read  the  dying  testimonies  of  some  of 
the  Worthies,  such  as  Nisbet  of  Hardhill,  and  other  laymen, 
I  am  sure  they  must  have  been  qualified  both  to  instruct  and 
edify  their  suffering  brethren,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  sin- 
ners ;  and  they  might  have  been  set  apart  by  prayer  and  fast- 
ing for  that  purpose ;  but  nothing  of  the  kind  seems  ever  to 
have  been  thought  of  by  them.     Indeed,   such  was  thdr  at- 
tachment to  learning,    and  a  learned  ministry,  that  it  was 
thought  profanation  for  any  one,  without  such  qualification, 
publicly  to  preach  the  word,  or  to  lead  the  worship  of  a  con^ 
gregation.     In  this,  I  think,  they  erred ;  but  it  is  an  error 
quite  inconsistent  with  their  being  inattentive  to  learning. 

The  following  work  was  originally  compiled  by  John  Howie, 
who  lived  at  Lochgoin,  in  the  parish  of  Fenwick,  Ayrshire* 
He  was  a  plain  unlettered  peasant  His  ancestors  had  occu- 
pied  the  same  farm  for  ages ;  and  some  of  them  suffered  much 
in  the  persecuting  period,  particularly  his  great-grand&ther, 
whose  house  was  robbed  and  plundered  twelve  times;  but  he 
always  escaped  with  his, life,  and  died  in  pcftce,  three  years 
after  the  Revolution.  John,  the  Author  of  this  work,  died  is 
1798,  aged  fifty-seven.  He  belonged  to  the  religious  body, 
named,  at  one  time,  Cameronians,  after  Richard  Cameron, 
afterwards  M*Millanites,  after  John  McMillan,  one  of  their 
most  distinguished  ministers  since  the  Revolution ;  but  the 
name  by  which  they  choose  to  be  designated  is,  "  The  Re- 
formed Presbytery."     I  thought,  at  one  time,  to  have  given  i 
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short  accxnint  of  John  Howie's  life ;  but  I  have  been  informed 
by  a  nephew  of  his,  that  his  family  possess  ample  materials  for 
a  Tolume,  to  which  I  could  not  possibly  do  justice  in  a  short 
preface ;  and,  therefore,  I  leove  the  subject  untouched ;  hop- 
ing, that  ere  long,  some  member  of  the  ancient  Lochgoin 
family  will  favour  the  world  with  what  cannot  fail  to  be  in- 
teresting. 

The  present  edition  appears  in  a  new  dress,  more  suitable 
to  the  present  taste,  without,  I  hope,  disgubing  the  original.  It 
has  been  thought  proper  to  leave  out  a  few  lives  of  persons  who 
survived  the  Revolution,  and  ccmclude  the  work  with  James 
Renwick,  who  was  the  last  of  the  Scots  martyrs ;  and  to  omit  (he 
Appendix,  containing  *^  God's  judgments  upon  persecutors." 
But  in  lieu  of  these  a  good  deal  of  new  matter  has  been 
sdckd,  containing  lives  of  distinguished  persons,  witnesses  for 
the  truth,  not  in  the  original  work.  But  I  have  no  hand  in 
these  things.  For  all  the  improvements  in  the  text,  and  all 
the  additions  to  it,  the  reader  is  indebted  to  the  reverend 
Editor,  who  has  spent  no  little  pains  upon  the  work.  I  have 
appended  a  note  here  and  there,  sometimes  explanatory,  and 
sometimes  corrective,  of  what  ai^)eared  to  me  to  require  the 
one  or  the  other,  without  however  affecting  the  principles  of 
the  Worthies,  with  regard  to  church  government,  the  cove- 
nants, and  some  matters  of  controversy  among  themselves, 
with  which  I  do  not  choose  to  intermeddle.  My  object  is 
not  to  defend  all  that  they  said  and  did ;  but  to  recommend 
their  example,  upon  the  whole,  as  men  of  sound  religious 
principles,  strict  integrity,  and  true  patriotism,  to  whom,  as 
instruments  under  God,  we  are  indebted  for  our  civil  and 
religious  privileges.  With  regard  to  the  opinions  which  I 
have  expressed,  I  am,  of  course,  as  liable  to  error  as  the 
Worthies  and  their  biographer ;  and  all  I  wish  is,  that  readers 
will  judge  for  themselves,  bring  every  thing  to  the  test  of  the 
divine  record,  and  let  them  reject  what  they  find  not  accord- 
ing to  that  standard,  whether  it  be  theirs  or  mine. 

W.  M^GAVIN. 

Ghkaaaw,  Dsc.  4^  1826. 
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The  design  of  the  following  work  is  to  collect  from  the  best 
authorities,  a  summary  account  of  the  lives,  characters  and 
contendinffs  of  our  most  renowned  Scots  worthies,  who, 
for  their  raithful  services,  ardent  zeal,  constancy  in  suffering 
ana  other  Christian  graces  and  virtues,  de3erve  a  most  honour- 
able memorial  in  the  church  of  Christ;  and  whose  names 
both  have  been,  and  will  be,  savoury  to  all  the  true  lovers  of 
our  Zion,  while  Reformation  principles  are  regarded  in  Scot- 
land. 

But,  perhaps,  some  may  be  surprised,  to  find  one  so  ob- 
scure, appearing  in  a  work  of  this  nature,  especially  when 
there  are  so  many,  more  fit  for  such  an  employment  And  if 
the  respect  I  have  for  the  memories  of  these  worthies,  the 
familiar  acquaintance  and  sweet  fellowship  which  once  sub- 
sisted between  some  of  them,  and  some  of  my  ancestors,  and 
above  all  the  love  and  regard  which  I  have  for  the  cause 
which  they  owned  and  maintained,  be  not  sufficient  to  apolo- 
gize for  me  in  this,  then  I  must  crave  to  be  heard  in  a  few 
particulars ;  and  that  both  anent  the  reasons  for  this  publica- 
tion, and  its  utility. 

And  Firsts  Having  for  some  time  had  a  desire  to  see  some- 
thing of  this  kind  puolished,  but  finding  nothing  yet  in  print 
except  a  few  broken  accounts  interspersed  throughout  differ- 
ent publications,  I  at  last  took  up  the  resolution  to  publish  a 
second  edition  of  the  life  of  one  of  these  worthies  already  pub- 
lished at  large.*  But  upon  fasther  reflection,  I  considered  that  to 
collect  into  one  volume,  the  most  material  relations  with  respect 
to  as  many  of  them  as  could  be  obtained  from  such  historical 
records,  biographical  accounts,  and  other  authenticated  manu- 
scripts, as  I  could  have  access  to,  together  with  the  substance 
of  die  lives  already  in  print,  would  not  only  prove  more  useful 
as  giving  the  reader  a  view  all  at  once,  of  that  which  before 
was  scattered  up  and  down  in  so  many  quarters,  but  also  as 


*  Mr.  Renwick*t  life  written  by  Mr.  Siields,  and  first  pabUahed  anao  1724. 
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freeing  it  of  the  many  inconveniences  to  which  small  pam-, 
phlets  are  liable.  And  yet  at  the  same  time^  I  am  aware,  that 
some  may  expect  a  more  full  account  of  these  worthies,  both 
as  to  their  number  and  the  matters  of  fact  relating  to  them, 
than  what  is  here  to  be  met  with.  But  in  this  publication,  it 
is  not  pretended  to  give  an  account  either  of  all  our  Scots 
worthies,  or  all  their  transactions ;  for  that  were  a  task  now 
altogether  impracticable,  for  the  following  reasons  : 

1.  There  have  been  many,  of  different  ranks  and  degrees 
of  men,  famous  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  of  whom  little  more 
is  raaitiooed  in  history  than  their  n^mes,  their  place  of  abode, 
and  the  age  wherein  they  existed.  Again,  there  are  many 
others,  of  whom  the  most  that  can  be  stated  is  only  a  few 
hints,  which  of  necessity  must  render  their  lives  (if  they  may 
be  so  called)  ver^  imperfect,  from  what  they  might  have  been, 
had  they  been  written  a  century  ago,  when  their  actions  and 
memories  were  fresh  and  recent,  when  persons  were  alive,  well 
acquainted  with  them,  and  when  they  roiffht  have  been  con- 
firmed by  many  incontestable  evidences  tliat  cannot  now  be 
adverted  to;  especially  as  there  is  a  chasm  in  our  history 
during  the  time  of  the  usurper,  not  to  mention  how  many  of 
our  national  records  were  during  that  time  altogether  lost.^ 

S.  There  are  others,  both  in  the  reforming  and  suffering 
periods,  of  whom  somewhat  is  now  recorded,  and  yet  not 
enough  to  form  a  narrative,  so  that  excepting  by  short  rela- 
tions or  marginal  notes,  their  lives  cannot  be  supplied.  For 
it  is  with  regret,  the  publishers  have  it  to  declare,  that  upon 
application  to  several  places  for  farther  information  concern- 
ing these  men,  they  could  find  little  or  nothing  in  the  most 
part  of  them,  excepting  a  few  things  by  way  of  oral  tradition, 
the  registers  being  through  course  of  time  lost  either  design- 
edly or  through  negligence. 

3.  Some  few  of  the  lives  already  in  print  being  somewhat 
prolix,  it  was  found  necessary  to  abridge  them,  but  this  is  done 
in  a  manner  as  comprehensive  as  possible,  so  as  to  omit  nothing 
material,  and  to  be  no  way  injurious  to  the  memory  of  these 
worthy  men. 

Secandfyf  As  to  the  utility  of  this  undertaking,  biography 
in  ganeral,  as  a  historian  has  observed,f  is  one  of  the  most 


*  Of  these  raoords  bdonging  to  the  state,  oarried  awmy  by  Cromwel  to  aecim 
our  dependence  on  England,  there  were  85  hofsheads  loat  Dec  13th,  IGGO,  io  a 
■hip  hekngiof  to  Kirkcaldy,  aa  she  waa  returning  with  them  from  London.  And 
as  for  the  church  records  and  registers,  a  great  many  of  them  also  (either  through  the 
eenfiuion  of  the  then  dvil  wars,  or  falling  into  the  hand^  of  the  prelatas  whUe  pr»- 
hey  preTmilcd  in  Scotland)  arv  also  amissing.       Pre&oe  to  Stivxm80N*s  Histokt. 

t  Mr.  Wodrow  in  Ae  preface  to  his  history. 
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entertaining  parts  of  history;  and  how.  much  more  the  lives 
and  transactions  of  our  noble  ^icats  Worthies,  in  which  is 
contained  jiot  only  a  short  detail  of  the  church's  wrestlings 
for  nearly  two  hundred  years,  indeed  from  the  earliest  pe- 
riod of  Christiani^  in  Scotland,  but  also  a  great  variety  of 
other  matters,  both  instructive  and  entertaining,  calculated 
at  once  to  ediiy  and  refresh  the  serious  and  understanding 
reader.     For, 

1.  In  these  lives  we  have  a  short  view  of  the  actions,  excel- 
lencies and  failings  of  our  ancestors,  as  examples  both  £;>r  cau* 
tion  and  imitation ;  and  by  the  experience,  and  at  the  expense 
of  former  ages,  we  may  thus  learn  most  important  lessons  for 
our  conduct  in  life,'  and  for  furnishing  ourselves  with  the  like 
Christian  armour  of  faith,  zeal,  holiness,  steadfiistness,  meek*- 
ness,  patience,  humility,  and  other  graces. 

2.  In  them  we  behold  what  the  wisest  of  men  could  not 
think  on  without  astonishment,  that  **  God  does  in  very  deed 
dwell  with  men  upon  earth,  displaying  his  divine  power,  and 
tlie  efficacy  of  his  grace  through  their  infirmities,  subduing 
the  most  hardened  sinners  to  himself  while  he,  as  it  were^ 
resigns  himself  to  their  prayers,  and  makes  them  the  subject  <^ 
his  divine  care  and  superintendency." 

3.  Here  we  have,  as  it  were  in  a  mirror,  set  forth,  all  the 
virtues  and  duties  of  a  religious  life.  Here  is  the  example  (A 
a  virtuous  nobleman,  an  active  statesman,  a  religious  gentle- 
man, a  faithful  minister  '<  instant  in  season  and  out  of  sea* 
son,"  a  wise  and  diligent  magistrate,  **  one  fearing  God  and 
hating  covetousness,"  a  courageous  soldier,  a  good  Christian, 
a  loving  husband,  an  indulgent  parent,  a  true  friend;  and  in 
a  word,  almost  every  character  worthy  of  our  imitation.    And^ 

4.  In  them  we  have  the  various  ct^anges  and  varieties  ot 
soul*exercise,  the  experiences,  savoury  expressions  and  last 
words  of  those,  who  were  once  living,  and  are  now  glorified 
witnesses  of  Christ  ^^  And  if  the  last  speeches  of  any  men  are 
remarkable,  how  much  more  so  must  be  the  last  words  and 
dying  expressions  of  these  noble  witnesses  and  martyrs  of 
Christ''  The  nearer  the  *  dying  saint  is  to  heaven,  and  the 
more  of  the  presence  of  Christ  he  has  in  his  last  moments,  the 
more  interesting  must  his  conversation  be  to  survivors,i>and 
the  more  acceptable  to  real  Christians,  for  then  all  that  he 
says  is  supported  by  example,  which  is  always  of  considerable 
influence  upon  the  human  mind.  It  is  true  there  is  an  innate 
evil  in  man's  nature,  which  makes  him  more  prone  to  follow 
bad  than  good  examples;  yet  sometimes  there  is  a  kind  of 
compulsive  energy  arising  from  the  examples  of  such  as  are 
eminent  either  in  place  or  godliness,  which  powerfully  infiu* 
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enoes  others,  to  imitate  them  in  their  graces  and  virtues.   We 
find  that  the  children  of  Israel  followed  the  Lord  during  all 
the  d«ys  of  Joshua,  and  of  the  elders  that  outlived  him ;  and 
Christ's  harlnnfler,  John  the  Baptist,  gained  as  much  by  his 
example  as  by  his  teaching.     His  apparel,  his  diet,  his  con- 
versatifHi,  did  all  bespeak  his  holiness.     Naadanzen  saith  of 
him,  **  That  he  cried  louder  by  the  holiness  of  his  life,  than 
by  the  sincerity  of  his  doctrine."  And  were  it  not  so,  the  apostles 
wonld  not  have  exhorted  thus :  **  Brethren,  be  followers  toge- 
ther of  me,  and  mark  them  which  walk,  so  as  ye  have  us  for  an 
ensample;'**  "  Take,  my  brethren,  the  prophets,  who  have 
spoken  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  for  an  examplc^f  There  is  no 
qntistion,  indeed,  that  next  to  the  down-pouring  of  the  Spirit 
from  on  high,  the  wonderfully  rapid  success  of  the  gospel,  both 
in  the  primitive  times,  and  in  the  beginning  of  our  Reformation, 
in  a  great  measure  must  have  been  owing  to  the  simple,  holy, 
and  exemplary  lives  of  its  preachers  and  professors.    A  learned 
expositor  observes,  ^*  That  ministers   are   likelv  to   preach 
most  to  the  purpose,  when  they  can  press  their  hearers  to 
fcdlow   their   example."  f     And  without  this,  the  church  of 
Christ  is  so  far  from  gaining  ground,  that  it  loses  what  it  al- 
ready hath  gained,   in  the  world ;  of  which  the  church  of 
ScMand  is  a  most  glaring  proof.    Yea  truth  itself  suffers  by 
their  means,  and  can  gain  no  credit  from  the  mouths  of  men 
whose  character  is  despicable,  whose  authority  is  lost,  and 
whose  example  goes  for  nothing.     So  that,  I  flatter  myself, 
no  small  advantage,  through  the  divine  blessing,  may  accrue 
to  the  public,  from  this  subject  in  general,  and  irom  the  lives 
of  our  Scots  worthies  in  particular,  providing  these  or  the 
like  cautions  following  be  observed.     1.  That  we  are  not  to 
sit  down  or  rest  ourselves  upon  the  person,  principle  or  prac* 
tice  of  any  man,  yea  the  best  saint  we  have  ever  read  or  heard 
off  but  only  to  seek  those  gifts  and  graces,  that  most  eminent- 
ly shone  forth  in  him.    Preceptis  non  exemplis  standum^  i.  e. 
•*  we  must  not  stand  by  examples  but  precepts."    For  it  is  the 
pecuUar  hcmour  of  Jesus  Christ  himself,  to  be  worthy  of  being 
imitated  by  all  men  absolutely,  and  for  us  to  idolize  any  man 
by  making  him  a  pattern  in  every  particular,  were  nothing 
eke  than  to  pin  our  faith  upon  his  sleeve.     The  apostle  to  the 
Corinthians  gives  a  very  good  caveat  against  this,  when  he 
says,  "  Be  ye  followers  (or  as  the  Dutch  annotators  translate  it. 
Be  ye  imitators)  of  me,  as  I  am  of  Christ?'     2.  That  we  are 
not,  on  the  other  hand,  to  dwell  too  much  upon  the  faults,  or 


Fhil.  iU.  17.  f  James  r.  10. 

\  Mr.  Henry  on  1  Cor.  xi.  1. 
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&iling8  that  have  sometimes  been  discovered  in  some  of  God's 
dear  children ;  but  at  the  same  time  to  consider,  that  although 
they  were  eminent  men  of  God,  they  were  also  the  sons  of 
Adam.  For  it  is  possible,  even  for  good  men  not  only  to  faU 
themselves,  ^ut  also  when  striking  against  the  errors  and  enor- 
mities of  others  to  overreach  the  mark,  and  go  beyond  the 
boimds  of  propriety ;  for  says  the  apostle,  "  They  are  earthen 
vessels,  men  of  like  passions  with  you.* 

Thirdly^  As  to  the  motives  prompting  to  this  publicaticm. 
Was  there  ever  an  age,  since  refonnation  conmienced  in 
Scotland,  that  stood  in  more  need  of  useful,  holy,  and  exem- 
plary lives  being  set  before  it ;  both  with  respect  to  the  me- 
moirs themselves, and  with  regard  to  our  present  circumstances? 
For  with  respect  to  the  memoirs  of  these  Worthies,  it  is  now 
long  since  Bishops  Spotswood,  Guthrie,  and  Burnet,  not  to 
mention  some  English  historians,  in  their  writings,  clothed 
the  actions  of  these  our  ancestors,  both  in  the  Reformation  and 
Suffering  Period,  in  a  most  grotesque  and  foolish  dress,  where- 
by their  names  have  been  loaded  with  reproach,  sarcasm,  and 
scurrility ;  but  as  if  this  had  not  been  enough  to  expose  them, 
by  rendering  them,  and  their  most  faithful  contendings,  odious, 
some  modern  writers,  under  the  character  of  monthly  review^ 
ers,f  have  set  again  to  the  work  of  misrepresenting  themj  by 

fiving  them  a  character  such  as  even  the  above-mentioned 
istorians,  yea,  their  most  avowed  enemies,  in  their  own  day, 
would  scarcely  have  subscribed  4  to  such  a  length  is  poor 
Scotland  arrived  I  And,  is  it  not  high  time  to  follow  the  wise 
man's  advice,  ^^  Open  thy  mouth  for  the  dumb,  in  the  cause 
of  all  such  as  are  appointed  to  destruction  ?"§ 

Again,  witli  regard  to  our  present  circumstances  there  needs 
little  more  to  prove  the  necessity  of  this  collection,  than  to  show 
how  many  degrees  we  have  descended  from  the  merit  of  our 
renowned  forefathers,  by  running  a  parallel  betwixt  their  attain- 
ments and  our  present  defections,  in  the  following  particulars. 
Our  venerable  reformers  were  not  onlv  instrumental  in  the 
Lord's  hand  in  bringing  a  people  out  of  gross  popish  dark- 
ness, under  which  they  had  for  long  continued,  but  they  also 
brought  themselves  under  most  solemn  and  sacred  engage- 
ments to  the  Most  High,  and  whenever  they  intended  any 


•  2  Car.  iT.  7.     Acta  xir.  15. 

'f  It  would  almost  seem  that  the  worthy  compiler  of  this  work  here  spoke  hy 
antidpatioo.  His  words  may  undoubtedly  be  applied  in  aU  their  mwining  to  our 
own  day.     Edit. 

t  For  ooafirmation  of  this,  see  the  Edinburfh  Monthly  Rerkw  for  February 
1774. 

$  ProT.  xxxi.  8. 
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further  reformation  in  their  advancing  state,  they  always  set 
about  the  renovation  of  these.  They  strenuously  asserted  the 
divine  right  of  Presbytery,  the  headship  of  Christ,  the  intrin- 
sic rights  of  his  church,  and  in  the  reign  of  James  VI.  suffered 
much  on  that  account.  They  lifted  arms  once  and  again  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  I. ;  and  never  ceased  till  they  got  an  uni- 
formity in  doctrine,  worship,  church-government,  and  disci- 
pline established  in  the  three  kingdoms  ;*  and  thereby  both 
church  and  state  were  enabled  to  exert  themselves  in  rooting 
out  every  error  and  heresy  whatever,  until  thev  obtained  a 
complete  settlement  according  to  the  Word  of  God,  and  our 
covenants  established  thereon.  These  covenants  were  then,  by 
several  excellent  acts,  both  civil  and  ecclesiastic^f  made  the 
Magna  Charta  of  these  nations,  with  respect  to  every  civil  and 
rdigious  privil^e;  none  being  admitted  into  any  oflSce  or 
em^oyment  in  church  or  state  without  scriptural  and  cove- 
nant qualifications.  And  then  was  that  part  of  the  ancient 
prophecy  iiilfilled,  ^^  In  the  wilderness  shall  waters  break 
forth,  and  streams  in  the  desert — and  the  isles  shall  wait  for 
his  law.''  Christ  then  reigned  triumphantly  in  Scotland.  His 
church  i^peared  ^^  beautiful  as  Tirzah,  comely  as  Jerusalem : 
For  from  the  utmost  parts  were  heard  songs,  even  glory  to 
the  riffateous." 

And  although  Charles  II.  and  a  set  of  wicked  counsellors 
overturned  the  whole  fabric  of  the  once-glorious  structure  of 
reformation,  openly  divested  the  Son  of  God  of  his  headship 
in  and  over  the  church,  burned  the  solemn  covenant  by  the 
hands  of  the  hangman,  and  made  it  high  treason  to  own  them;f 
vet  even  then,  the  seed  of  the  church  produced  a  remnant  who 
kept  the  word  of  Christ  in  patience,  stood  in  defence  of  his 
persecuted  truths,  and  that  to  the  efilision  of  their  last  drop  of 
blood :  ^*  Christ's  headship  and  our  covenants,  being  in  the 
mouths  of  our  late  martyrs,  when  they  mounted  the  bloody 
thei^es."  In  the  comfort  of  suffering  on  such  clear  grounds, 
and  for  such  valuable  truths,  they  went  triumphing  into  eter- 
nity. 

But  alas  !  how  have  we,  their  degenerate  posterity,  copied 
their  example  or  traced  their  steps  !  We  have  rather  served 
ourselves  heirs  to  those  who  persecuted  and  killed  them,  by 


*  See  the  Parliamentary  Chronicle,  or  God  on  the  Mount. 

t  See  Act  T.  ParL  164a  Act  t.  1644.  Act  xr.  1649. ;  Acts  of  the  Oencnl 
AaeemUy,  sen.  26.  163a  urn.  2a  1639.  eeee.  6.  1642.  mm.  ult  1647.  wtm,  31. 
164a  ftc 

t  Act  T.  sen.  1.  FluL  1.  James  VII.  See  Jamee  VIL  and  William  and 
Mar7*a  Acta  of  Parliament  abridfed,  pH«  42. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


3otx  SCOTS  WORTHIEa 

our  long  aftession  to  their  perjury  and  apostasy,  in  a  general 
and  avowed  denial  of  our  most  solemn  vows  of  allegiance  to 
Jesus  Christ  To  mention  nothing  more  of  the  total  exter- 
mination of  our  ancient  and  laudable  constitution,  during  the 
reigns  of  the  two  tyrants,  with  the  many  ^ve-stones  cast 
thereon  by  the  acts  rescissory,  and  daim  of  nght  at  the  Rero^ 
lution,  whereby  we  have,  in  a  national  capacity,  declared  our- 
selves to  be  on  another  footing  than  the  footing  of  the  once* 
&mous  covenanted  church  of  Scotland;  how  many  are  the 
defections  and  encroachments,  annually  and  daily  made  upon 
our  most  valuable  privileges  !  For  since  the  Revolution,  the 
duty  of  national  covenanting  has  not  only  been  slighted  and 
neglected,  yea  ridiculed  by  some ;  but  some,  even  in  their  writ- 
ings,* have  had  the  eflBrontery  to  impugn  the  very  obligation 
of  these  covenants,  asserting  that  there  is  no  warrant  for  na- 
tional covenanting  under  the  New  Testament  dispensation. 
And  what  awful  attacks  since  that  time  have  been  made  upon 
the  rights  of  our  Redeemer  !  as  witness  the  civil  magistrate's 
still  odling  and  dissolving  the  supreme  judicatories  of  the 
church,  yea  sometimes  to  an  indefinite  time;  likewise  ap- 
pointing diets  of  fasting  and  thanksgiving  to  be  observed,  un- 
der fines  and  other  civd  pains,  and  imposing  oaths,  acts,  and 
statutes  upon  churchmen,  under  pain  of  ecclesiastic  censure, 
and  other  Erastian  penalties.  Instead  of  our  covenants,  an  un- 
hallowed union  is  gone  into  with  England,  whereby  our  rights 
and  privileges  are  infringed  not  a  little,  lordly  patronage 
is  also  restored  and  practised,  a  tolerationf  bill  is  granted, 


*  Sath  at  MeHn.  Carrie,  Fergwon,  and  Smith  of  Newbnm,  &&  who>  in  order 
to  poUiate  and  extenuate  the  eril  of  the  preeent  backiJidlng  oooiaes,  aeem  to  haTe 
left  no  stone  Unturned  to  expoee  or  blacken  the  reforming  period. 

f  Although  toleration  principlee  be  now  etpouaed,  boasted  of,  and  gloried  in  by 
many,  yea  by  some  ftt>m  whom  other  things  might  be  expected,  yet  are  they  contrary 
to  scripture.  See  Gen.  xxxr.  2.*  &c  Deut.  xiU.  6.  Judg.  ii.  2.  Ezek.  xliU.  8. 
ProT.  xTiL  15.  Zech.  xiil.  2.  Rom.  xiii.  3,  Rev.  it  14.  &c  How  fur  the  dTil 
Boagistrate  is  to  exert  his  power  in  punishing  heretics,  I  shall  not  at  present  deter- 
mine, or  whether  the  word  extirpate  in  our  solemn  league  and  covenant  extends  to 
the  temporal  or  spiritual  sword  only,  there  are  diiforent  sentiments  and  expositions; 
yet  sure  I  am  that  according  to  the  very  nature  of  things,  that  which  b  morally 
good  (being  a  commanded  duty)  needs  no  toleration;  and  that  which  is  morally 
evil,  no  mortal  on  earth  can  lawfbUy  grant  an  immunity  unto:  and  betwixt  thess 
there  is  no  medium  in  point  of  truth  and  duty.  It  is  observ|ible,  that  where  tole- 
ration or  toleration  principles  prevail,  real  religion  never  prospers  much  ;  and  l>e- 
sides  aO,  it  is  of  woeful  consequence,  for  as  in  natural  bodies,  antipathies  of  quali- 
ties cause  destruction,  so  in  bodies  politic  different  religions,  or  ways  of  worship  in 
religion,  cause  many  divisions  and  distractions,  whereby  the  seamless  coat  of 
Christ  ii  like  to  be  torn  in  pieces,  and  this  oftentimes  terminates  in  the  ruin  of  the 
whole,  "  For  a  kingdom,  city  or  house,  divided  against  itself,'*  says  Christ,  "  can- 
not stand.'*  And  yet  some  will  say,  that  toleration  is  a  good  thing,  for  by  it 
people  m«y  live  as  good  as  they  please.    I  answer,  it  is  true,  but  they  may  also  live 
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whereby  ahnoBt  every  error,  heresy,  and  delusion  appears 
triamphant,  prelacy  is  become  fashionable,  and  of  popery  we 
are  in  as  much  danger  as  ever.  Socinian  and  Deistical  tenets 
are  only  in  Togue  with  the  wits  of  the  age ;  soli  raiioni  cedoj 
the  old  Porphyrian  maxim,  having  so  far  gained  the  ascend- 
ant at  present,  that  reason  (at  least  pretenders  to  it  who  must 
needs  hear  with  their  eyes,  and  see  with  their  ears,  and  under- 
stand with  their  elbows,  till  the  order  of  things  be  inverted) 
threatens  not  a  little  to  banish  revealed  religion  and  its  most 
importaDt  doctrines  out  of  the  world.  A  latitudinarian  scheme 
prevails  among  the  majority,  the  greater  part,  with  the  Athe- 
nians, spending  their  time  only  to  hear  and  see  something 
new,  <^  gadding  about  to  change  their  ways,  going  in  the  waya 
of  Egypt  and  Assyria,  to  drink  the  waters  of  Shichor  and  the 
river," — ^unstable  souls,  like  so  many  light  combustibles  wrapt 
up  by  the  eddies  of  a  whirlwind  and  tossed  hither  .and 
thither  till  utterly  dissipated.  The  doctrine  of  original 
sin*  is  by  some  denied,  others  are  pulling  down  the  very 
hedges  ot  church-government,  and  reusing  all  church-stand- 
ards, ^  covenants,  creeds,  and  confessions,  whether  of  our  own 
or  cf  other  churches,  as  bein^  all  of  them  carnal,  human,  or 
antichristian  inventions  ;*'  ana  the  old  Pelagian  and  Arminian 
errors  appear  again  upon  the  stage,  the  merit \>f  the  creature, 
free  will  and  good  worksf  being  taught  from  press  and  pulpit 


as  tad  w  they  pletM,  and  that  we  have  liberty  and  freedom  to  serre  God  in  hii 
9WB.  appointed  way  we  hare  him  primarily  to  thank  for  it,  ai  for  all  his  other 


*  Tida  doctrine  of  original  ein  is  pbdnly  erinced  hy  8ariptare»  Job  xIt.  4.  Psebn 
IL  5.  Rmn.  t.  12.  Iec  1  Cor.  xr.  21.  John  iiL  6.  asserted  in  ma  churdli 
s<— diffiii,  Uhwlfated  and  defended  by  many  able  dirines,  and  by  oar  British  poets 
eMsOcDtly  described:  thus, 

Adam,  now  ope  thine  eyes,  and  first  behold 
Tk'  eiiBels  which  diy  original  erime  hath  wrought. 
In  some  to  spring  from  thee,  who  nerer  tonch'd 
Th'  excepted  tree,  nor  with  the  snake  oonspir'd, 
Nor  sinn'd  thy  sin;  yet  from  that  sin  derire 
Cormption  to  bring  forth  more  violent  deeds. 

PAaADisx  Lost,  lib.  iz.  line  122. 
Concetred  in  sin  (O  wretdied  stete !) 

Before  we  draw  our  breath : 
The  first  yoong  pulse  begins  to  beat 

Iniquity  and  death.  Da.  Watbs. 

f  Hewew  much  these  leading  articles  of  the  Arminian  and  Pelagian  scheme 

ta  now  tan^  and  applauded,  yet  sure  Uiey  are  God-dishonouring  and  soal-ruia- 

ia^  tSBOta,  inconsistent  with  scripture,  with  God*s  coTenant,  and  with  man's  sal- 

TBtkn.     For, 

1.  They  are  contrary  to  scripture,  which  teaches  us  that  we  are  no  less  depen- 
4aaMt  in  woridng  than  in  being,  and  no  less  sax»able  to  act  from  a  principle  of  life, 
tbnn  to  exist ;  **  the  way  of  man  is  not  in  himself,  neither  is  it  in  man  that 
wnlketh  to  direct  bis  steps.  What  hast  thou,  O  man,  but  what  thou  hast  re- 
ooired  1     How  to  perform  that  which  is  good  1 4nd  not,"  (Jer.  x.  2a  1  Cor.  iv. 
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almost  every  where,  to  the  utter  discarding  of  free  grace,  of 
Christ's  imputed  righteousness,  and  of  true  godlin^^s.  All 
these  pernicious  errors  were  expunged,  by  our  reforming  fore- 
fathers :  and  is  it  not  highly  requisite  that  their  &ithfuT  con- 


7.  Rom.  viL  18.)  *<  A  man  can  do  nothing  except  it  be  gtren  him  from  abore; 
and  no  man  can  come  unto  me  except  tlie  Father  draw  him,**  (Jolm  iii.  27.  vL  41w) 
See  also  the  Conf.  chap.  ix.  §  3.  Article  of  the  church  of  England,  10.  And  fw 
good  works,  however  for  they  may  be  acceptable  to  God  In  an  approbatlve  way, 
as  being  oonfimn  to  his  command,  and  agreeaUe  to  the  holiness  of  his  natarc^  yet  wa 
are  assured  from  his  word  that  moral  rectitude  in  its  very  summil,  can  never 
render  one  acceptable  in  his  sight,  in  a  justifying  way,  "  for  by  the  works  of  the 
law  shall  no  man  be  justified:  not  oy  works  of  righteousness  that  we  hav^  done,** 
Iec.  (Rom.  iiL  28.  GaL  it  16.  Tit.  iii.  5.)  For  though  good  works,  or  gtmptsk 
obedience,  and  true  holiness  be  absolutely  necessary  unto  salvation  (as  being  thm 
finiiU  and  eridences  of  a  true  and  lively  faith  in  every  believer),  the  greatest  saint 
being  the  best  moralist,  yet  these  are  no  ways  meritorious  of  man's  salration ;  not, 
this  depends  vpon  God*s  eternal  purposes,  (Rom.  ix.  11.  Epfa.  i.  4.)  We  find  it 
oflken  mid  in  scripture,  that  it  shall  be  rendered  to  every  man  aoootding  to  kit 
works,  (Rom.  iii.  6.  Rev.  xxii.  13,)  but  never  for  their  works;  yea  works, 
(though  otherwise  materially  good  in  themselves)  in  an  unregenerate  man,  become 
ilnfnl  before  God,  "  for  whatsoever  is  not  of  fiiith  is  sin,"  (Rom.  xiv.  23. )  although 
the  omitting  of  them  be  more  dldionouring  to  him,  (Rom.  vilL  8.  Psabn  xxxri.  5. 
Matth.  xxiiL  23.)  Conf.  chap.  xvi.  §  2,  3,  6.  And  so  Luther,  Calvin,  DiodaCi, 
Beza,  Perkins,  Fisher,  Flavel,  Owen,  Simson,  Binning,  Dickson,  Gray,  Ruther- 
ford,  Durham,  Gillespie,  Guthrie,  Renwick,  Pool,  Henry,  Halyburton,  Boston, 
Manhal  and  many  oUiers. 

2.  They  are  antipodes  to  reason,  and  strike  eminently,  against  the  very  nature 
of  God*8  covenant,  for  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  cov^ant  of  works,  nothing 
but  perfect,  personal  and  perpetual  obedience,  (if  any  thing  in  a  degenerate  crea- 
ture may  be  so  called)  can  merit ;  and  can  any  reasonable  man  look  his  own  con- 
science in  the  face  and  say,  that  he  is  the  person  that  can  perform  this  ?  Again, 
if  we  betake  ourselves  unto  the  covenant  of  grace,  reason  itself  might  blush  and  be 
ashamed,  once  to  suppose,  that  the  blood  of  tlie  immaculate  Son  of  God,  ttood  in 
any  need  of  an  addition  of  man's  imperfect  works,  in  order  to  complete  salvation. 
See  Catechizing  on  the  Heidelbei^  catechism  on  question  Iii.  page  180.  BlackwaU*s 
Ratio  Sacra,  page  17,  &c 

3.  They  must  be  very  dangerous,  soul-ruining,  and  Christ-dishonouring  errors ; 
for,  it  might  be  counted  altogether  superfluous  for  a  person  to  come  to  a  physician 
for  a  cure,  while  he  is  not  in  the  least  suspicious  of  being  infected  with  any  mal- 
ady :  so  in  like  manner,  can  it  be  expected  that  any  soul  will  cordially  come  (or  be 
brought)  to  Christ,  without  a  due  sense  of  its  infinite  distance  from  God  by  na- 
ture, of  the  Impossibility  of  making  any  suitable  approaches  to  him,  and  of  its 
utter  disability  to  do  any  thing  that  may  answer  the  law,  holiueas  and  righteous* 
ness  of  God  therein  ?  **  For  they  that  be  whole  (at  least  think  thpraselves 
so)  need  not  a  physician,"  salth  Christ ;  **  I  came  not  to  call  the  righteous  (or 
snch  as  think  themselves  so)  but  sinners  to  repentance.*'  (Mark  ix.  12.)  .' 

From  hence  observe,  that  whosoever  intends  to  forsake  his  sin,  in  order  to  come 
to  Christ,  or  effectually  to  correct  vice,  before  he  believes  on  him,  must  needs  meet 
with  a  miserable  disappointment,  (**for  without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  pleaseGod,'* 
Heb.  xi.  6. )  and  in  the  end  sink  himself  into  an  immense  and  bottomless  chaos  of  un  ^ 
certainties,  like  one  lopping  off  the  branchm  of  a  tree,  to  kill  the  root.  **  Neman  oometh 
to  the  Father  but  by  me,  and  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing,*'  says  Christ  him- 
self, (John  xiv.  6.  XV.  5 ;)  the  love  of  God  being  the  prima  cauMo,  the  obedience  and 
meritorious  righteousness  of  Christ  the  foundation,  source  and  spring  of  man's 
salvation  and  all  true  happiness,  **  for  by  grace  ye  are  saved,"  (Eph.  ii.  8.)  Who- 
soever  has  been  made  rightly  to  know  any  thing  of  the  depravity  of  his  nature 
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tendings,  and  exemplary  lives,  should  be  copied  out  before  us, 
when  so  averse  to  ^^  acknowledging  the  God  of  our  Others,  nnd 
to  walking  before  him  with  a  perfect  heart  ?*' 

Again,  if  we  run  a  comparison,  betwixt  the  practice  of  those 


in  a  heprnd  itete,  or  experienced  any  thing  of  the  free  grace  of  God  in  Chrb t^ 
wm  be  made  to  acknowledge  this,  "  that  it  la  God  that  worketh  in  oa  both  to  will 
and  to  do  of  bie  good  pleasure,"  Phil.  ii.  13.   And  yet  I  know  it  is  olgeoted,  that  it 
is  highly  diilionouring  to  the  Author  of  nature,  to  srgne  man,  to  be  such  a  mean  and 
faHofieieot  cnatnre,  and  that  it  can  never  be  supposed  tiiat  a  gracious  and  merciful 
God  wooU  make  soch  a  number  of  Intelligent  beings  to  damn  them,  or  command 
a  shmer  to  rep»it»  and  come  to  Christ,  and  condemn  him  for  not  doing  it,  if  it 
were  not  in  his  own  power  upon  moral  suasion  to  obey.     It  is  true  indeed, 
that  in  comparison  Co  the  irrational,  insect  and  Inanimate  creation,  man  is  a  noUe 
erMtvie^  both  as  ta  his  formation,  **  I  am  wonderfully  made,"  (PfeaL  cxzxix.  14.) 
aad  also  in  his  intdleetual  parts,  but  much  more  In  his  primeral  state  and  dignity* 
wben  aQ  the  faculties  of  the  mind  and  powers  of  the  soul  stood  entire,  being  then 
odoed  not  only  with  animal,  and  mtelligent,  but  also  with  heavenly  life,  **  thou  hast 
m^  hima  little  lower  than  the  angds,*'  (PsaL  riiL  5.)  But  then,  in  what  follow^ 
Asm  oljjeelon  seem,  either  inadvertently,  or  willingly,  to  have  forgot,  1.  *<  That 
aian  in  honour  abideth  not,**  Paalm  xlix.  12.  or,  (as  the  Rabbins  read,  and  some 
translate  it,  as  Cartwright,  Ainsworth,  Leigh  and  Broughton)  **  Adam  in  honour 
ahMelh  not  one  night."     Adam,  by  his  disobedience,  not  only  introduced  a  Jar 
inte  the  whole  ereatlon,  rendered  his  posterity  decrepit  and  lame,  but  also  lo^t  all 
power,  to  any  spiritual  good ;  the  whole  of  his  intellectoal  parts  concroated  with 
him  bdng  either  eorrupted,  daricened,  obliterated,  or  lost   Indeed,  Dr.  Taylor  would 
hav^  oi  believe,  that  what  Adam  lost,  and  more,  was  restored  to  Noah,  (Gen.  ix.) 
and  Aat  man's  mental  capacities  are  now  the  same  as  Adam's  in  innocence,  eav- 
iiilg  so  fiu>,  as  God  sees  fit,  to  set  any  man  above,  or  below  his  standard ;  some  are 
bdow  Adiam  in  rational  endowments,  and  some  are  above  him  ;  of  the  latter  he 
lidnks  Sir  Isaac  Newton  was  one.   (Doctrine  of  Original  Sin,  page  235.   Supple- 
meol^  page  65.)     The  &llacy  of  which  is  so  obrious  and  absurd  that  it  deserves 
BO  ohsinBliou,  for  every  man  to  his  dear  bought  experience  may  know,  that  mas 
new  asiisted  by  all  the  dark  remains  of  original,  natural,  moral  and  political 
knowledge  he  is  master  of,  can  acquire  no  certain  knowledge  of  any  part  of  his 
daty,  aa  to  moral  good  or  evU,  but  by  a  gradation  of  labour,  slow  and  multiplied 
dedoctiona»  and  mudi  less  is  he  able,  to  bind  the  strong  man  and  cast  him  out. 
And  yet,  all  this  is  no  way  dishonouring  to  the  great  Author  of  nature,  as  to  the 
works  of  his  hands,  for  although  he  made  man  at  first,  he  made  him  not  originally 
a  sinful  man,  so  tiiat  it  is  our  sin  that  is  dishonouring  to  him ;  "  Lo !  this  have  I 
found  eat  (saya  the  wisest  of  men)  that  God  at  first  made  man  upright,  but  he 
•ought  out  many  inventions."     2.  That  In  a  proper  sense  God  neither  made  man 
to  save  nor  to  damn  him,  but  only  for  his  pleasure,  and  the  manifestation  of  his 
own  power  and  glory.  (Rev.  iv.  11.  Conf.  chap.  ii.  §  3.)     3.  Although  we  have 
lost  power  to  obey,  yet  he  still  retains  his  right  to  demand  obedience,  and  notlitng 
can  be  mors  suitable  to  the  justice,  wisdom,  and  sovereignty  of  God,  than  to  main- 
tain his  right,  to  perfect  obedience  from  man,  whom  he  originally  endued  with  all 
power  and  abilities  for  what  he  commanded ;  neither  is  he  any  wise  bound,  to  re- 
rtore  that  power  again,  to  map,  which  he  by  his  disobedience  lost.  4.  All  mankind 
by  the  foil  stand  condemned,  by  God's  judicial  act,  **  in  the  day  that  thou  catest 
Ibsreof  thou  shalt  surely  die."  (Gen.  ii.  17.)  And  you'll  say,  a  judge  does  a  male- 
foetor  no  ii^ory  In  condemning  him,  when  by  the  law  he  is  found  guilty  of  death, 
"and  cursed  ia  every  one  who  confirmeth  not  all  the  words  of  thb  law  to  do  them," 
(Deut.  xxvii.  26. ;)  and  much  less  the  supreme  Judge  of  all,  who  can  do  nothing 
wrong  to  any.  In  condemning  man,  **  for  the  wages  of  sin  is  death,"  (Rom.  vi.  23. ) 
and  *(  hath  not  the  potter  power  over  the  clay?"  And  finally,  if  the  first  Adam's  pos- 
tctity  be  ^us  naturally  endued  with  a  power,  to  do  what  is  spiritually  good,  it  may 
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who  are  the  subject  matter  of  this  collection,  and  oar  present 
prevailing  temper  and  disposition,  we  shall  find  bow  little  they 
correspond,  with  one  another.  How  zealous  and  courageous 
were  thei/  for  the  cause  and  honour  of  Christ  1  How  cold  and 
lukewarm  are  we,  of  whatever  sect  or  denomination  !  How 
willing  were  they,  to  part  with  all  for  him  !  And  what  an  ho- 
nour did  many  of  them  account  it,  to  suffer  for  his  name  I 
How  unwilling  are  we^  to  part  with  any  thing  for  him,  much 
less  to  suflfer  such  hardships  for  his  sake !  Of  that,  ttv 
are  ashamed,  which  thei/  regarded  as  their  ornament ;  acconnt- 
ing  that  our  glory,  which  they  looked  on  as  a  disgrace  !  How 
easy  was  it  for  them  to  choose  the  greatest  suffering  rather 
than  the  least  sin  !  How  hard  is  it  for  tis  to  refuse  the  greatest 
sin,  before  the  least  sufiering  !  How  active  were  they  for  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  souls,  and  how  diligent  to  have 
weir  own  evidences  clear,  for  heaven  !  But  how  little  concern 
have  tof,  for  the  cause  of  Christ,  his  work,  and  interest,  and 
how  dark,  for  the  most  part,  with  respect  to  our  spiritual  state 
and  duty  1 — They  were  sympathizing  Christians ;  but  alas  ! 
how  little  fellow-feeling  is  to  be  found  among  us;— it  is  rather 
"  Stand  by,  for  I  am  holier  than  thou."  Oh !  that  their 
Christian  virtues,  constant  fidelity,  unfeigned  love,  and  un- 
biassed loyalty  to  Zion's  King  and  Lor^  could  awaken  us, 
from  our  supine  neutrality ;  wherein,  instead  of  imitating  their 
goodness  and  virtuous  dispositions,  we  have,  by  our  defections 
and  vicious  courses,  invited  neglect  and  contempt  on  ourselves, 
being,  as  a  philosopher  once  observed  of  passionate  people, 
like  men  standing  on  their  heads,  who  see  all  things  the  wrong 
way ;  giving  up  with  the  greater  part  of  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties, which  were  esteemed  most  valuable  by  our  renowned  pro- 
genitors. "  The  treacherous  dealers  have  dealt  very  treache- 
rously." 

And  if  we  add  to  all  these,  in  our  progressive  and  increasing 


be  asked,  pray  wbat  need  was  there  for  the  second  Adam  to  die  to  quicken  his  deet? 
(Eph.  ii.  1.)  Indeed  we  are  eommanded  to  repent  and  torn  from  our  iniquiticf, 
"  turn  ye,  turn  ye  and  live,"  (Ezek.  xzxilL  11.)  and  "  ye  will  not  come  unto  mc 
that  ye  might  have  life.'*  (John  v.  40.)  But  who  exoeptinga  bold  Arminian  will  say, 
that  theee  texts  imply  a  natural  power  in  man  to  turn,  and  to  oome  or  not  as  be 
pleases  ?  If  this  were  the  case,  the  same  Spirit  of  God  would  not  have  said  elsewher^ 
"  draw  us  and  we  will  run  after  thee,  turn  thou  us,  ahd  we  shall  be  turned,"  (Cant. 
i.  i.  Jer.  sod.  18.) ;  "  surelymfter  I  was  turned  I  repented,"  (ver.  19.)  It  was  not 
he/bre  I  was  turned  I  repented ;  no,  this  command  and  complaint  only  points  oqt 
•ur  duty,  but  the  prayers  and  promises  in  the  word  show  us  our  ability  for  the 
perfornoanoe  thereof.  And  yet  after  all,  proud  ignorant  man  must  needs  be  his  own 
saviour,  snd  if  God  say  not  so  too,  Cain  will  be  wroth  and  his  countenance  fall. 
(Gen.  iv.  5.)  "I.et  the  potsherds  strive  with  the  potsherds  of  the  earth  ;  but  ws 
tmio  him  that  striveth  with  his  Maker." 
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iqpottAsy,  ibit  otbet  heEnous  laiid-6nriiig  dlis  whidi  prevail  and 
increase  among  all  ranks  of  men  (tew  mduming  onx  the  loit* 
state  of  our  Zion,  and  the  dailj  decay  of  the  intereftti  of  Oiritt 
and  relkioD)-^then|  we  may  not  only  tay  a6  the  poet  cnce 
said  (^  me  men  of  Athens  and  Thebes^  *  *^  That  we  Iito  only 
in  &ble^  and  nothing  remains  of  ancient  Scotland  bat  the 
nante  f*  but  may  also  take  dp  this  bitter  complaint  and  lameD* 
tatiQii-*-^^  Ah»  ficothmd,  Scotland  I  <  How  is  the  gold  become 
din^  bow  is  the  most  fine  gold  changed  V  Ah  I  where  is  the  Grod 
of  £l(jah^  and  where  is  his  glory  !  Where  is  that  Scotdsh  zeal 
which  oooe  flamed  in  the  breasts  of  thy  nobility,  barons,  mi^ 
nisters^  and  commooers  of  all  sorts  I  Ah,  where  is  that  true 
courage  and  heroic  resolution  for  religion  and  the  liberties  ot 
the  nation,  that  did  once  antaate  all  ranks  in  the  land  I  Alas, 
mIbb  !  true  Scots  Uood  now  runs  cool  in  our  veins  I  The 
dond  ia  now  gone  up^  in  a  great  measure^  firom  off  our  assem* 
bliesi  because  we  have  deserted  a^  relinquished  the  Lord's 
most  noble  cause  and  testimony,  by  a  pkin,  palpable,  and 
Continued  course  of  badLsliding."  ^  The  crown  is  fallen  from 
our  head,  wo  is  unto  us,  for  we  have  turned/' 

And  surely  we  may  say  of  these  our  times  (and  with  as 
itMidi  propriety)  what  some  of  the  Worthies  said  of  theirs,— «- 
^  How  grievously,''  said  one,f  *^  would  they  bewail  our  great 
slothfidness,  conkl  they  but  behold  it,  who  of  old  diought  no 
espense  of  Uood  and  treasure  too  much,  for  the  defence  of  the 
church  of  Scotland's  liberties."  Or  to  use  the  words  of  ano* 
thcrf  in  the  persecuting  period,  *<  Were  it  possible  that  our 
refonners  (and  we  may  add  cmr  late  martyrs)  who  are  entered 
in  amonff  the  glorious  choristers,  in  die  kingdom  of  heaven, 
singing  ueir  mdodious  songs,  on  harps,  about  the  throne  of  the 
Lamb,  might  have  a  furlough  for  a  short  time,  to  take  a  view 
of  their  ^x»tatiziiMr  children,  what  niay  we  judge  would  be 
their  conceptions  of  these  courses  of  defisction,  so  utterly  re* 
pugnant  to  the  platform  laid  down  to  them  in  that  glorious 
wca^  of  reformation."  For  if  the  innocent  Hamilton,  the 
godly  M^shart,  the  M)ostolic  Knox,  the  eloquent  RoUock,  the 
worthv  Davidson,  the  courageous  Melvills,  the  prophetic 
Welch,  the  majestic  Bruce,  the  dignified  Henderson,  the 
renowned  GKllespie,  the  learned  Binning,  the  piouk  Gray,  the 
laborious  Durham,  the  heavenly-minded  Kutherford,  the 
faithful  Guthries,  the  diligent  Blair,  the  heart-melting  Living- 


•  CEdipodioiii^  fold  fOBt  aid  fiAokiTlMto? 

Quid  Puidiima  rwtintt  lyii  Dttueti  Aibmm?  Orio.  lib.  15. 

f  Mr.  DBTid  Dickion  in  a  Ifttfl^  «•  tfas  Gowial  ArnaMft  1601. 
t Mr.  Htn  VkkMMk ia « kMw wliik frinaer  In  HUT 
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Stone,  die  relk^us  Welwood,  the  orthodox  Brown,  the  zeaiom 
Cameron,  the  honest-hearted  Cargil,the&TinpatliizIngM*Ward, 
die  pr^er-ful  Peden,  and  the  steadfast  Renwick,  were  filed  off 
from  the  assembly  of  the  first  bom,  and  sent  *'  as  commis* 
sioners  down  firom  the  mount  of  God,  to  behold  how  quickly 
their  ofispring  are  gone  out  of  the  way,  piping  and  dancing 
after  a  golden  calf:  Ah !  with  what  vehemency  would  their 
spirits  be  affected,  to  see  their  laborious  structure  almost  razed 
to  the  foundation,  by  those  to  whom  they  committed  the  cus- 
tody of  the  word ;  they,  in  the  mean  dme  sheltering  them- 
selves  under  the  shadow  of  rotten  fig-leaf  distinctions,  which 
will  not  sconce  against  the  wrath  of  an  angry  God  in  the  cool 
of  the  day." 

And  finally,  what  can  have  a  more  gloomy  aspect,  in  the 
midst  of  these  evils,  **  when  oar  pleasant  things  are  laid 
waste,"  than  to  see,  such  a  oontinued  series  of  strife  and  divi- 
sion carried  on,  and  maintained  among  Christ's  professing 
witnesses  in  these  lands,  whereby  true  sympathy  is  eradicatec^ 
the  very  vitals  of  religion  pulled  out,  and  the  ways  of  Crod  and 
godliness  lampooned  and  ridiculed,— -<*  Jacob  given  to  the  curse^ 
aod  Israel  to  the  reproaches?"  And  it  is -most  lamentable  that 
while  malignants,  from  without,  are  cutdngdownthecarvedwock 
of  the  sanctuary,  Christ's  professed  friends  and  followers  £roni 
within,  are  busied  in  contention  and  animosides  among  them- 
selves, by  which  means  the  enemy  still  advances  and  gains 
ground,  similar  to  the  case  of  the  once  &mous  and  £ouriehinfir 
city  and  temple  of  Jerusalem,  when  it  was  utterly  demolished 
by  Titus  Vespasian.^  All  which  seem  to  indicate,  that  the 
Lord  is  about  to  infiict  his  long-threatened,  impending,  bat 
protracted  judgmentsf  upon  a  sinning  land,  church  and  people. 
And,  as  manv  of  these  Worthies  Jiave  assured  us,  that  judg- 
ments are  abiding  this  church  and  nadon,  so  our  present  con- 
dition and  circumstances  seem  to  say,  that  our  generadon  is 
ripening  for  them,  apace.  .How  much  need  have  we  then  of 
that  Christian  armour,  that  made  them  proof  against  Satan 
and  his  emissaries,  in  every  trial  and  tribulation  to  which  they 


*  See  JotejAnt  de  Bello  Jad.  lib.  t.  and  tL;  and  of  this  4atnieUo&  Entebiiia 
Bk  iii.  cbafi.  6.;  and  the  life  of  Titna  Yetpaaian. 

I  Wdl  may  we  tremUe  now!  what  mannnrs  rdgn? 
Bat  whc^ore  ask  we?  when  a  tme  reply 
Vfimid  shock  too  much.     Kind  heaven  arert  erent% 
Whose  httl  nature  might  reply  too  jdain ! 

Venfeance  delayed  but  .gathers  and  SMrauota ; 

Mare  formidably  Madmns  in  the  wind. 

Brews  deepar  draof^ts  of  nnrdantliig  wrath* 

And  higher  chaifss  d>a  swifwdfd  storm*     YouMe*«  nioaz  vBoiravci.  ' 
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were  sv^je^ed !  f^  Whrn^fik^.taka  unto  yoa  the  whole  armour 
of  God,  that  ye  may  be  able  to  withstand  in*the  eyil  day." 

But,  by  this  time,  something  might  hare  be^i  said  concern** 
ing^  the  testimony  of  the  church. of  Scotland,  as  it  has  been 
handed  down  to  posterity  by  these,  witnesses  of  Christ  But 
as  this  has  been  somewhat  obntroverted  in  these  times,  it  were 
too  large  a  subject  t6  enter  upon  at  present,  any  further  than 
to  observe^ 

1.  That  the  testimony  of  the  church  of  Scotland  is  not  only 
a  free,  full,  and  fiiithful  testimony,  but  also  sure  and  costly, 
confirmed  and  sealed  with  blood ;  <<  and  that  of  the  best  of  our 
nobles,  ministers,  gentry,  burgesses,  and  commons,  of  all  sorts ;" 
**  who  loved  not  weir  lives  unto  the  death,  but  overcame  by 
the  word  of  their  testimony."* 

2.  That  although  there  is  no  truth  whatever,  when  once 
controverted,  but  becomes  the  word  of  Christ's  patience  and  so 
ought  to  be  the  word  of  cmr  testimony;  yet  the  churdi  of 
Christ  in  this  world,  being  liable  to  alteration  of  circumstances, 
I  suppose  no  book  ha&  boBD,  or  can  be,  written,  that  will  suit 
the  case  of  any  particular  cfaorch  at  all  periods  of  its  history. 
This  pre-enunency  the  holy  Scriptures  only  can  daim,  as  being 
a  perfect  rule  for  iaith  and  manners,  for  principle  and  practice, 
in  all  places,  a^  and  times. 

3.  That  whilst  the  primitive  witnesses  had  the  divinity  of 
the  Son  (^  God,  and  an  open  confession  of  him;  for  their  tes- 
timony, our  reformers  from  popery  had  Antichrist  tastrij^le 
with,  and  again  in  the  reigns  of  James  VI*  and  Charles  L 
Christ's  Regaliaf  and  the  divine  right  of  Presbytery,  became 
the  subject  of  their  testimqny^  Then  in  the  beginning  of  the 
reim  of  Charles  II.  our  Worthies  saw  it  their  duty  to  hold 
and  contend,'onIy,  £>r  what  they  had  already  attained  to. 
Bat  alas,  in  the  end  of  this  and  the  subsequent  tyrant's  reign» 
they  found  it  their  duty  to  advance  a  step  higher,  by  casting 
off  their  authority  altogether,  and  that  both  on  ^count  of  their 
usurpation  of  Christ^s  crown  and  dignity,  and  of  their  treache* 
ry,  tyranny,  and  bloodshed.  And  vet,  as  all  these  faithful  wit* 
nesses  did  agree,  in  promoting  the  kingdom  and  interest  of  the 
Messiah,  in  all  his  threefold  omces,  we  must  take  their  testimony 
to  be  materially  the  same,  only  under  different  circumstances. 
It  may  be  stated  thus,  *<  The  primitive  martyrs  sealed  the  pro- 


•  Rer.  xU.  11. 
\  Hm  Chfirt**  crown  rights  not  only  became  the  word  of  their  teetlmonj,  hut 
•ko  the  Torj  motto  of  their  dTil  and  mOitarThannen,  inaomurb  ae  when  that  gal^ 
lant  Scoto  armj  lay  t  Dnnoa-muir,  (anno  1639.)  each  captain  had  his  coloore 
ijiag  at  his  tamUdomr,  whereon  wm  thia  inecrlption  hi  letten  of  gold,  **  Caaier** 
Caovy  AXD  CorBMAirr.**^  SriTSitaoK*!  Histobt  VoL  II.  page  TSOw 
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pketic  oflke  of  Christ  with  theb  blood,  !a  oppodtioii  to  pagin 
idoIatry.«^l%e  reformuig  martyrt  sealed  his  priestly  office  with 
their  Mood,  in  opposition  to  popish  idoli^ry.**nAna,  last  of  all, 
our  late  mai^rs,  have  sealed  hn  kingly  oflElce,  with  their  blood, 
in  opposition  to  r^pd  supremacy  and  bcdd  erastiaaism.  Th^ 
hare  indeed  cmnented  it  vpoo  his  royal  head,  so  that  to  the 
world's  end  it  ?haU  never  drop  off  again." 

But,  candid  reader,  to  detain  thee  no  longer  upon  such  con* 
siderations,-^!  have  put  the  ibUowiag  sheets  into  thy  hands, 
wherein  if  thou  find^  any  thing  amiss,  either  as  to  imattes 
or  method,  let  k  be  asorit>ed  unto  ai^  thinff  else,  rather  than 
want  of  honesty  or  intet^ity ;  copsidering  that  all  mankind  are 
liable  to  err,  and  that  there  is  more  difficult  in  digttUng  sucli 
a  great  mass  of  materials,  into  such  a  small  composition,  than 
in  writing  many  vohimes.  Indeed,  there  is  but  little  probabi- 
lity, that  a  thing  of  this  nature  can  ako^tber  escape  or  evade 
the  censure  of  son^e  Ofu^nng  Monms^,  particularly  of  such  as 
are  either  altogether  ignorant  of  reformation  prindpks,  or  of 
what  the  Lord  hath  done  finr  cevenanted  Scotland*  Ap4  yet 
were  it  possible  to  aiiftictpate  any  thin^  arising  here  by  way  of 
objection,  these  few  things  following  miglu  he  observed. 

Some  may  ol^ect.  That  many  tninfla  mora  useful  for  the 
present  generation  might  have  been  published,  dian  thq  deeds 
of  men,  who  have  stood  so  loaa  condjemaed,  hf  the  laws  of 
the  nation,  these  b^og  exploded  by  sorae^  as  iint  to  be  any 
longer,  on  record.  In  answer  to  this,  I  sinJl  raereh^  remark, 
1*  That  them  have  been  hundreds  of  vokinws  published  of 
things  fabulous,  fictitious  mid  romantic,  fit  for  little  else  than 
to  amuse  children;  while  this  sob^t  has  been  in  a  great 


90qld  Im  all  tovaid  fdllke  precise  on  pQiQts  of  public  testimony ;  yet  I  would  fkin  exr 
pect,  ihfit  what  is  here  recorded  of  them,  might  be  somewhat  equivalent  to  what- 
ever Uemishes  thef  o4bei>wlse  hai>  seeiof  Ibelr  di^^vent  veBtiaents  are  abo  ve* 
•orded:  otfaerwiai  I  peewiiii^  it  ifsoa  h«rd  to  ptstss  all  parties.  Far  Mr^  Wodn»w 
liaa  basQ  d^^vad  by  wvm  (and  that  not  withomt  some  reason)  that»  In  foTours  of 
some  of  his  indi:dged  ^ruoiMunn  brethren,  In  the  last  rolume  of  his  hktory,  he  has 
not  only  smothered  some  mattevi  of  faet,  relatlfv  to  the  mora  hocie>t  part  of  our 
toMenm^  hut  vrea  siifao  the  SMit  ftltMU  part  of  thair  oarrtmdii%%  tha  epithet^ 
of  unwairaiit^bla  haatsp  bsigi^ts.  Ui^ts.  estraTagiWAiet,  axtremities.  (See  Hia. 
tory  VoL  It  page  133,  ^98,  584.)  A^  he  and  Mr.  Currie  (in  his  Essay  09 
Sepavathm,  page  160  and  211.)  hare  blamed  the  pnblMiers  oi  the  Oood  of  Wit^ 
nesses  (but  on  TeqE  slander  groiondiO  ^  oomipting»  partiertlng  and  omitting  some 
testimoiiies  of  oar  late  soUierers,  whom  they  say  '*  came  not  to  the  same  length  of 
principles  with  themselyes,  or  Uiose  they  had  picked  oat  for  tha;t  pmqpoee.**  To 
aToid  both  rocks,  all  possible  care  has  been  here  taken,  and  yet  it  must  needs  meet 
with  its  fate  also,  according  to  the  Tarious  capacities,  tempers '  and  dispositions  of 
the  readers  (and  why  not  censure  if  blame-worthy) :  yet  it  is  hoped  that  the  hon- 
esty, labour  and  diligence  used  therein  wiU  counterpoise  all  other  reflections  or  ez- 

OqptlODS* 
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measure  iieclfeted,  ft  Thtit  it  lias  6een  tbe  bobstant  pxmo- 
tice  of  tbe  Lor^s  people  in  all  agee^  to  band  down  and  keep 
on  record  wbat  tbe  Lord  bad  done^  l^  and  for  their  forefin* 
tber%  in  former  times.  We  find  ihe  royal  Paalnust,  in  name 
of  the  cfanrcb,  oftener  dmn  once  at  tbis  worfc^  (PsaL  xliy.  and 
IxxTiii.)  ^  We  hare  beard  with  our  ear%  O  Qod ;  our  fiitfaers 
have  told  us^  what  works  tbon  didst  in  their  day%  ia  the 
times  of  dd;  We  will  not  hide  them  from  their  children, 
sbowbg  to  the  generation  to  come  the  praises  of  the  Lord." 
3.  That ,  h  has  been  the  practice  of  all  nations,  to  pab- 
b'sh  martial  achievements  of  their  most  iUnstrio^s  heroes, 
who  bare  distinguished  themselves,  in  defence  of  their  native 
country,  fbr  a  little  woildly  honour,  or  a  littie  temporary  sub- 
sistence ;  and  shall  we  be  behind  in  publishing  the  lives,  chaF* 
acters  and  raem<Mrable  actions  of  those  Christian  champions, 
who  hare  firag^t  tbe  battles  of  tbe  Lord  agunst  his  and  their 
avowed  enemies,  tiU  in  imitation  of  tbeir  princdy  Master  tbeir 

Sarments  were  dyed  widi  Uood^  and  whose  names  shall  be 
ad  in  everlasting  remembrance?  4.  That  though  it  must 
be  granted,  that  in  Jbt^  Atsnaiis^  their  actions  and  attainmenti 
cannot  now  be  pled  upon,  yet  in  Jbro  Dei,  that  which  was  Iaw« 
ihl  from  tbe  begfaming  eannot  afterwards  be  made  sin&l  '^  or 
vend ;  and  the  longer  thev  have  been  buried  xmdeac  the  ashei 
of  n^lect,  die  more  need  have  they  lo  be  raised  up  and  re* 
vived.  It  ia  usual  for  men  to  keep  that  well,  whidi  was  left 
them  by  their  fiithers,  and  for  vs  dtber  to  o{^se  or  industri- 
ously to  eonoeid  any  part  of  these  their  oontendings^  were  not 
only  an  additimi  to  the  coiHempt  alrtedy  thrown  upon  their 
memories  but  also  an  ii^ury  done  to  posteri^.  *^  Year  hon- 
ouTflUe  ancestors,''  said  one  of  these  Worthies  to  a  Seota  noble- 
man,! '^at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  bro«^ht  Cbiist  into  onr 
bands,  and  it  will  be  cruelty  to  jpoateri^  if  ye  lose  hinv  to 
them." 

Again,  some  mmv  be  ready  to  ol^ect,  **  That  many  things 
related  in  this  cdUectioa  md^  toe  much  of  enthusiasm;  and 
that  other  things  are  beyond  all  credit''  Bot  these  we  must 
suppose  to  be  either,  quite  igncmint  of  what  tbe  Lord  did  for 
our  forefiitiiers  in  former  time%  or  else  in  a  great  measure 
destitute,  of  the  fike  gracious  infloenees  of  tbe  Holy  JS^rit^ 
by  which  Aej  were  actuated  and  animated.    For, 

L  These  Wortbiea  dkt  and  suffered  much  for  Christ  md 


•  See  eoDeetion  of  Acta  of  Fkrllament  (taid  to  be  Andrew  Sterenson'i)  preftee 
to  Part  II. 

t  Mr.  RuUierrord*  in  a  letter  to  the  Eari  of  Cassila.  See  his  Letters,  Fhrt  X. 
Epist  63. 
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his  cause  in  tbeir  day  and  geoerdtbz^  and  tberefore  in  a  pe* 
cttliar  and  singular  manner  were  honoured  and  beloved  of 
him ;  and  ahbough  there  are  some  thmgs  here  narrated  of  an 
extracrdinary  naturet  yet  as  they  imply  nothing  contrarjr  to 
reason,  they  do  not  forfeit  a.  title  to  any  man's  belief,  smce 
they  are  otherwise  well  attested,  apd  obviously  refimred  to  a 
causBf  whose  ways  aod  tboiights  surmount  the  wavs  and 
thoughts  of  men,  as  far  as  the  heaven  is  above  the  eartL  The 
sacred  history  affords  us  a. store  of  instances  of  a  more  tran- 
scendant  nature,  still ;  the  truth  of  which  we  are  as  little  at 
liberty  to  question,  as  the  divinity  of  the  book  in  which  they 
are  related. 

2.  As  to  the  soul*exercis^  and  devotion  of  these  men,  they 
are  so  far  supported  by  the  authority  of  scripture,  that  there 
is  mentioned  by  them,  as  a  ground  of  their  hope,  some  passage 
thereof,  suited  and  adajpted  to  their  cases  and  circumstances ; 
by  the  faith  of  which  they  were  enabled  to  lav  claim  to  some 
particular  promise,  <^  as  a  lamp  unto  their  met,  and  a  light 
unto  their  path;"  and  this  neither  hypocrite  nor  enthusiast 
can  do;  <*tor  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that 
is  laid,  which  is  Christ  Jesus,"f . 

.  But  then  it  may  be  alleged  by  those  who  have  a  high  es- 
teem for  diis  subject.  That  nothing  is  here  ^ven  as  a  com« 
mendation,  suitable  or  adequate,  tathe  merit  p?  these  mai,  con- 
sidering their  zeal,  diligence  and  activity,  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duty.  This  indeed  comes  nearest  the  truth;  for  it  is 
very  common  for  biographers  to  pass  eulogiums  of  a  very  high 
strain,  in  praise  of  those  whom  they  affect.  But  in  these  pane* 
gyrical  orations,,  they  oiUimes  rather  exceed  than  excel.  And 
it  was  an  ancient  but.  true  saying  of  the  Jews,  *^  That  great 
men,  (and  we  may  say  good  men,)  commonly  find  stones  for 
their  own  monuments;"  and  lapdable  actions  always  support 
themselves ;  and  as  an  author*  observes  on  a  similar  subject, 

thing,  '<  if  right,  will  defend  itself;  if  wrongs  none  can  de- 
end  it;  truth  iteeds  not,  falsehood  deserves  not  a  supporter."   . 

Indeed,  it  must  be  regretted,  that  this  collection  is  not 
brought  out,  with  more  advantage  to  the  cause  of  Christ  and 
the  interest  of  religion,  in  commending  the  mighty  acts  of  tlie 
liord  done  for  and  by  his  servants,  in  a  way,  suitable  to  the 
merit  and  dignity  of  such  a  subject  In  this  case  it  is  the 
greater  piQr,  '*  That  those  who  hate  a  good  will  to  such  a 
piece  of  service  cannot  do  it,  while  those  who  should  and  can 
do  it  will  not  do  it."     But  I  shall  make  no  other  apology, 

•  1  Cor.  ui.  11. 
t  FuHer  in  Um  preikce  to  his  Lhet  in  tfic  holy  tUtOi 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ORIGINAL  PREFACE.  xli 

tlian  what  our  SaTiour,  in  another  caie,  said  of  the  womail, 
^  She  hath  done  what  ^e  could." 

I  shall  only  remark  &rtber,  anent  the  method  obserred  in 
the  foDowing  lives,  that  they  are  all,  in  general,  ranged  in 
order,  according  to  the  time  of  their  exit,  and  not  of  their 
birth ;  and  that  in  ffeneral,  the  account  of  their  birth,  paren* 
tage,  aad  memorable  transactions,  is  first  inserted.  Then  fol- 
lows, their  character,  which  ofttimes  is  just  one's  testimony  suo- 
cessivety  of  another;  and  last  of  all,  their  works.*  That  which 
is  given  in  their  own  words,  generally  stands  in  commas. 

I  know  it  is  usual,  when  relating  matters  of  fact,  to  make 
remarks  and  reflections,  but  as  this  often  subjects  an  author 
to  the  suspicion  of  party  zeal,  they  are  designedly  waved  in 
the  body  of  the  work.  Any  thing  of  this  kind  is  placed  in  the 
noteSy  where  the  reader  is  at  more  freedom  to  choose  or  refuse 
as  he  pleases,  only  with  this  proviso.  That  truth  be  always  re* 
garded. 

The  last  thing  to  be  noticed  is.  That  as  the  credit  due  to 
this  history  depends  upon  the  authors  from  whom  it  is  ex- 
tracted, the  reaider  will  find  the  most  part  of  them  mention- 
ed in  the  notes ;  so  that  if  any  one  doubts  of  any  statement 
contained  in  it,  he  may  have  recourse  to  the  original  authors,f 
some  of  whom,  though  enemies  to  Reformation  principles, 
serve  nevertheless,  to  illustrate  the  facts  herein  detailed. 

But  to  conclude,  may  the  Lord  arise  and  plead  his  own 
cause,  in  putting  a  final  stop  to  all  manner  of  prevailing 
wick^ness ;  and  hasten  that  day  when  the  glorious  light  of 
the  gospel  shall  shine  forth  in  purity,  and  with  power  and 
success,  as  in  former  times ;  when  all  these  heats,  animosities 
and  divisions,  that  now  prevail  among  Christ's  professed 
friends,  shall  be  healed,  and  when  cemented  and  knitted  to 
one  another,  they  shall  join  heart  and  hand  together  in  the 
matters  of  the  iJord,  and  the  concerns  of  his  glory ;  **  when 
Ephraim  shaU  no  more  envy  Judah,  and  Judah  shall  no  more 
/ex  Ephraim,  but  both  shall  fly  upon  the  shoulders  of  the 
Philistmes;"  (Isa.  xL  18.)  **  when  her  officers  shall  be  peace, 
and  her  exactors  righteousness,  when  the  Lord  shall  bring 
again  the  captivity  of  Zion ;"  so  that,  whilst  we  thus  endea 


*  It  it  not  at  an  preteiided  that  all  and  every  part  ef  tlieir  worka  It  bere  Imot- 
ed,  bvt  only  thoae  most  ooaamonly  in  print,  or  thoae  oome  to  the  knowledfe  of  tlie 
pubUriicn. 

f  The  reador  !s  desired  to  remember,  that  In  ao  much  dting  there  are  difRerenf 
edMooa ;  and  lor  what  mlitakea  may  hare  otherwiae  crept  in,  in  the  pren^  I  caa 
not  be  altogether  anawerable,  at  not  haring  the  opportunity  to  compare  the  menu 
aeript,  or  all  the  orif|i)al  papers  dted  thorin,  with  the  copy  printed. 

;  lea.  xL  13. 
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.voar  ti^  p^lpetunte  die  metnory  of  these  worthies,  and  to  har- 
rate  what  the  Lord  did  for  and  by  thenk,  in  the  days  of  old, 
we  may  have  somewhat  to  declare  of  his  goodness  and  won- 
derful widrks  done  for  us,  in  our  own  day  and  generation  also. 
And  if  the  following  sheets  should  In  the  least  prove  useful 
through  divine  grace,  to  the  reclaiming  df  neutrals  from  back- 
sliding courses,  to  the  confirming  of  the  doubting  and  to  the 
encouraging  of  others  to  the  like  fortitude  and  zeal,  to  cbntend 
iot  their  mo^t  valuable  privileges,  then,  I  shall  think  my  pains 
compensated,  and  my  objisct  gained.  For  that  many  may  be  found 
**  standing  in  the  way,  to  see  and  ask  for  the  good  old  paths, 
and  walk  therein,  cleaving  to  the  law  and  to  the  testimony," 
would  be  the  joy,  and  is  the  earnest  desire,  impartial  reader, 
of  one  who  remains  thy  friend  and  well-wisher  in  the  truth, 

JOHN  HOWIE. 
lochooin,     ) 
July,  21,  1775*/ 
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INTRODUCTORY  CHAPTER. 

Chkistiahitt  teems  to  hare  made  he  appearance  in  Scotland  at  a 
Terv  early  period,  having  been,  according  to  some  writers,  introdoc^ 
ed  mto  it  by  the  i^>08tles  themselves.  Some  say,  that  Simon  Zelotes, 
others  that  Paul,  wa^  for  some  time  in  this  part  of  the  world ;  but  as 
this  opinion  »  not  supported  by  proper  documents,  it  merits  only  the 
r^;ard  due  to  conjecture,  not  the  attention  which  undoubted  history 
demands.  Anodier,  and  more  probaUe  account,  is,  that  during  the 
persecution  raised  by  Domitian,  the  twelfth  and  last  of  the  CsesarSy 
ibcQt  A.  D.  96,  some  of  the  disciples  of  the  Apostle  John  fled  into 
our  isfamd,  and  there  propagated  the  religion  of  Jesus.  But  hj 
whatever  means  it  was  originally  conveyed  hither,  certain  it  is,  if 
an  accidental  expression  of  Tertullian  is  to  be  relied  on  as  evidence, 
that  this  religion  was  known  and  received  in  Scotland,  previous  to 
the  end  of  the  second  century. 

It  does  not  seem  that  Christianity  nuide  any  very  signal  progress 
f^  a  considerable  time.  The  first  account  of  its  success  that  can  be 
depended  on,  is,  that  about  A.  D.  203,  King  Donald  I.  with  his 
Queen  and  several  courtiers,  were  bi^tized,  and  continued  for  a 
time  zealously  to  promote  its  interests,  in  opposition  to  Pagan 
idolatry.  But  die  mvasion  of  the  Emperor  Se varus  so  disturbed 
this  king's  measures,  that  for  more  than  seventy  years  thereafter, 
true  religion  seems  to  have  declined,  and  the  idolatry  of  the  prqldil 
to  have  prevailed.  The  Druids  were  an  order  of  heathen  priests, 
who  performed  their  rites  in  groves  of  oak  trees,  a  species  of  idola- 
try of  great  antiquity,  being  the  same  with  that  to  which  the  Jews 
of  M  so  often  revolted,  and  of  which  mention  is  made  in  the  liycit 
of  Ahab,  Manasseh,  and  others,  contained  in  the  books  of  Kings. 
They  possessed  also  a  considerable  share  of  civfl  power,  being  ^e 
ordinary  arbitrators  in  almost  all  controversies,  and  highly  esteemed 
by  the  people.  This  made  it  very  difficult  to  establish  a  religion  so 
opponte  to,  and  subversive  of  their> :  but  the  difficulties  which 
CSuistiamty  has  in  every  age  had  to  encounter,  have  generally 
served  its  interest,  and  illustrated  the  power  and  grace  of  its  Divine 
Author.  About  the  year  277,  these  Druids  were  &ially  expeUed 
by  King  Cratilinth,  who  took  care  to  obliterate  every  memorial  of 
toem ;  and  from  tiiis  period,  we  may  date  the  era  of  Christianity  in 
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Seotland,  since  from  tliis  time  forwvnd,  mitil  the  persecution  under 
the  Emperor  Diodetian,  in  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  century,  a 
gradual  increase  of  the  true  knowledge  of  God  and  religion  per- 
vaded the  country.  That  persecution  became  so  hot  in  Uie  south 
of  Britain,  as  to  drive  many,  both  preachers  and  professors,  into 
Scotland,  where  they  were  kindly  received,  and  had  the  Isle  of 
Man,  then  in  possession  of  the  Scots,  given  them  for  their  residence, 
and  a  sufficient  maintenance  assigned  them.  King  Cratilinth,  also, 
built  a  church  for  them  in  IcolumbkUl,  one  of  the  western  isles, 
which  was  called  the  Church  of  our  Saviour,  in  the  Crreek,  2afn}^, 
and  now  by  corruption  Sodob.  Thus  established,  therefore, 
these  men  were  not  employed,  like  the  Druidical  priests  in  whose 
place  they  had  come,  in  settling  the  worldly  affiurs  of  men,  but  gave 
themselves  wholly  to  religious  services,  instructing  the  ignorant, 
comforting  the  w^ak,  administering  the  sacraments,  and  training  up 
disciples  to  the  same  office. 

Whether  these  refugees  were  the  ancimit  Culdees  or  a  distinct  set 
of  men,  it  b  not  easy  nor  material,  to  determine.  The  Culdees  (from 
Cukores  Dei^  worshippers  of  God,)  certainly  flourished  at  this  p^od» 
and  were  called  Moyap^oi,  or  Monks,  frt>m  the  recluse  lives  which 
they  led ;  and  the  cells  into  which  they  retired,  being  after  their 
deaths,  mostly  converted  into  churches,  retain,  to  this  day,  their 
names,  as  CeU,  or  Kill,  or  church  of  Mamock ;  Kil-Patrick,  Kil* 
Malcom,  &c  They  seem  to  have  chosen  Superintendents  from  among 
themselves,  whose  office  obliged  them  to  go  through  the  country,  to 
se^  that  every  one  discharged  his  duty  properly :  but  these  persons 
were  utter  strangers  to  the  lordly  power  of  die  modem  prelate ; 
they  had  no  proper  diocese,  and  only  a  temporary  superintendency, 
with  which  they  were  invested  by  their  breuiren,  to  wnom  they  were 
accountable.  This  was  an  institution,  in  the  spirit  of  it,  similar 
to  the  private  censures  of  ministers  among  Presbyterians. 

During  the  reigns  of  Cratilinth,  and  FWormac,  his  successor,  the 
Culdees  continued  in  a  flourishing  condition :  but  after  the  deaUi  of 
the  latter,  both  the  Church  and  State  of  Scotland  went  into  great  dis^ 
order.  Maximus,  the  Roman  Pmfect,  perceiving  this,  stirred  up  the 
Picts  to  aid  him  against  the  Scots,  who  were  totally  defeated,  and 
their  King,  Ewen,  with  most  part  of  the  nobility,  slain,  in  a  battle 
which  was  fought  about  the  year  380,  at  the  water  of  Doon  in  Car- 
rick.  This  overthrow  was  immediately  succeeded  by  an  edict  com* 
m^ding  all  the  Scots,  without  exception,  under  pain  of  death,,  ta 
depart  die  kingdom  agakist  a  certain  day ;  an  edict  which  drove 
them  entirely  into  Ireland,  and  th^  western  isles  of  Denmark  and 
Norway,  with  tJbe  exception  of  a  few  ecclesiastics,  who  wandered 
about  from  place  to  place. 

Such  being  the  political  state  of  the  country,  the  condition  of  the 
Church  was  equally  depressed.  The  Culdees  were  by  degrees  con- 
strained to  withdraw  and  to  seek  shelter  and  subsistence  among 
their  exiled  countrymen.  After  the  Ii^mo,  however,  of  forty-four, 
er^  according  to  Buchanan,  twenty-seven  years,  the  Pictp  became 
sensible  of  Ukeir  error,  in  assisting  the  Romans  agl^nst  the  Scots, 
and  having  strengthened  the  hands  of  a  few  who  remimned,  they  in- 
vited the  fugitives  back  into  th^^  own  land.    Accordingly,  joined 
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hj  «ome  fbreignen,  tiiev  retained,  with  Fei^gus  11.  then  in  Den- 
maric,  at  theii  head  Their  enterprise  which  happened  about  the 
year  404>,  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  420,  was  the  more  successful, 
Ukat  by  this  time  many  of  the  Roman  forces  were  recalled.  Their  king 
iras  crowned  with  the  usual  rites  in  his  own  country,  and  the  news 
of  his  success  drew  great  numbers  to  him ;  insomuch  that  they  reco- 
vered all  the  country  out  of  which  they  had  been  expelled.  Most 
of  the  foreign  forces  returned  home,  except  the  Irish,  who  received 
tbe  district  of  Galloway  as  a  reward  for  their  services. 

The  Culdees  were  now  called  from  their  banishment,  or  lurking 
placta,  restored  to  their  livings,  had  their  churches  repaired,  and  ac- 
quired the  people's  esteem  to  a  higher  degree  than  ever :  but  this 
tnuquilllty  was  again  interrupted  by  a  more  formidable  enemy  than 
before.  The  Pels^g^  heresy,  so  aJled  from  Pelagius,  a  monk  of 
Rome,  had  now  gained  considerable  ground  in  Britain.  Its  chief 
articles  are ;  that  original  sin  is  not  inherent ;  that  foith  is  a  thing 
natural ;  and  that  good  works,  done  by  our  own  strength,  of  our  own 
free-will,  are  agreeable  to  the  law  of  Ck>d,  and  worthy  of  heaven^, 
But  wliethar  aO,  or  only  part  of  these  Orrors,  then  infected  the  Scot- 
tish Church,  is  uncertiun ;  Celestine,  however,  then  Bishop  of  Rom^ 
embraeed  the  opportunity  to  send  Palladius  into  England,  who,  join- 
hig  with  the  orthodox,  restored  peace  to  the  chnroi  in  that  quarter* 
by  ff^ypressing  jthe  heresy.  And  Ewen  the  Second,  desirous  raat  the 
diordi  in  Scotland  likewise  should  be  purged  of  the  impure  leaven, 
hivited  Palladius  hither,  who  obtaining  liberty  from  Celestine,  and 
being  enjoined  to  introduce  the  hierarchy  as  opportunity  might  o£Fer, 
accordingly  came,  and  succeed^  so  efFectually  m  his  commissioUy  at 
both  to  oonfrrte  Pelagianism  and  new-model  tne  ChurcL 

Previons  to  diis,  the  Church  of  ScoUand  knew  no  officers  vested 
with  pre-eminence  above  their  brethren,  nor  had  it  any  connection 
with  the  Roman  Pontiff,  until  about  the  year  450.  Bede  says, "  Thai 
unto  the  Scots,  who  believed  in  Christ,  Palladius  was  sent  by  the 
Pope  as  their  first  bishop.*'  Boetius  likewise  says,  **  That  Pauadiua 
was  the  forst  who  exercised  sacred  rule  among  tins  Scots,  being  made 
bishop  by  the  Po^"  And  Fordun,  in  his  Chronide,  tells  us  that, 
**  before  the  conung  of  Palladius,  the  Scots  following  the  customs  of 
the  primitive  churoh,  had  for  teachers  of  the  finith,  and  ministers  oif 
the  sacraments,  only  Presbyters,  or  monks."  We  know,  moreover, 
from  tradition,  even  the  scene  of  his  residence  and  labours.  It  is  said 
to  have  been  in  that  district  which  now  constitutes  the  Shire  of  Kincar- 
dine. The  place  where  his  ashes  are  said  to  repose,  is  still  marked 
by  the  ruins  of  a  Chimel  bearing  his  name,  and  for  many  ages  was 
repaired  to  b^  Christians,  with  the  view  of  expiating  their  sins  and 
securing  his  intercession.  We  may  therefore  consider  him  as  hav- 
ing primarily  opened  that  commerce  and  connec^on,  which  gra- 
duauy  obtained  more  and  more  between  Scotland  and  Rome.  FVom 
the  era  of  Ins  arrival  in  this  country,  the  Pope  was  recognised  as 
head  of  the  Church ;  was  occasionally  iqyplied  to,  for  his  decision  in 
matters  of  controversy,  and  generally  ri^;arded  with  a  degree  of  ve- 
neration that  gradually  prepared  the  ndnds  of  men,  for  that  humi- 
liating subjection  to  the  Roman  See,  in  which  they  were  afterwards 
to  geoterally  involved. 
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But  we  ttr^  not  to  fix  the  era  of  diocesan  bishops  even  so  eafty  fV 
tiiis ;  tor  tiiere  were  no  such  office-bearers  in  the  Chnrch  of  Scot* 
land,  until  the  reign  of  Malcolm  II.*  in  the  eleventh  century.  Dor- 
ing  the  first  thousand  years  after  Christ,  the  Bishops  had  no  sepa^ 
rate  dioceses,  nor  superiorities  over  others,  but  uey  govemed  ixi 
the  church  in  common  unth  Presbyters ;  so  that  they  were  no  mmre 
than  nominal  Bishops,  possessing  uttle  or  nothing  of  that  lordly  dig^- 
nity  which  they  now  do,  and  for  a  long  time  past  hare  enjoyed. 
Spottiswood  himself  testifies,  that  the  Scottish  bishops,  before  the 
eleventh  centnrvy  exercised  their  functions,  indifferently,  in  every 
place  to  which  they  came.  Palladius  may  be  said  therefore  to  have 
rather  laid  the  foundation,  than  to  have  built  the  superstructure  of 
corruptioii  and  idolatry,  which  afterwiards  existed  in  the  Church  of 
Scotland,  for  We  find  she  continued  for  nearly  two  hundred  years  in 
a  state  quite  pure  and  unspotted^  when  compared  idt^  the  following 
periods  of  her  history. 

About  the  end  of  the  sixth,  and  the  beginning  of  the  seventh  cen-' 
tury,  a  number  of  pious  and  learned  men  flourished  in  the  country, 
among  whom  was  KeAtigem,  commonly  called  St.  Mungo.  Some  of 
these  were  employed  by  Oswald,  a  Northumbrian  King,  to  instruct 
his  people ;  and  are  represented  by  Bede,  as  eminent  for  their  love  to 
God,  and  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures.  By  their  means,  the  light  of 
thjB  Gospel  broke  into  parts  of  the  Saxon  dominions,  which  long 
maintained  an  opposition  to  the  growing  Usurpation  of  the  Church 
pf  Rome ;  an  ysurpation  which,  liter  the  midcue  of  this  century,  was 
strenuously  supported  by  the  (iUsciples  of  Austin.  And  besides  these 
men,  the  Church  of  Scotland  at  this  time  sent  many  other  worthy  and 
successM  Missionaries  into  foreign  parts,  particularly  mto  France 
and  Germany.  ^ 

Hius  was  she  early  privileged,  and  thus  were  her  privileges  im- 
proved ;  but  soon  "  the  gold  became  dim,  and  the  most  fine  gold 
was  changed."  Popery  came  *by  degrees  to  show  her  horrid 
head.  The  assiduity  of  Austin  and  his  disciples  in  England,  was  also 
attended  widi  the  most  melancholy  consequences  in  Scotland ;  and 
.  through  fomenting  her  divisions,  corrupting  her  princes  with  Romish 
principles,  and  inattention  to  the  lives  of  her  clergy,.the  Papal  power 
was  at  length  universally  acknowledged.  Yet  this  subjection,  it 
must  be  observed,  was  neidier  the  effect  of  one  attempt,  nor  the 
work  of  one  age»  nor  was  it  submitted  to  tamely,  but  after  several 
violent  struggles,  to  resist  it,  on  the  part  of  our  forefathers.  Early 
in  the  sevenm  century,  a  warm  contest  arose  between  Austin  and 
his  disciples  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Soots  and  northern  Saxons  on 
the  other,  about  the  time  of  keeping  Easter,  the  threefold  immersion 
in  bi^tism,  the  shaving  of  priests,  &c;  which  the  latter  would  not 
receive,  nor  yet  acknowledge  the  authority  that  imposed  them. 
Each  party  refused  ministei^  communion  with  the  other,  until  an 
arbitral  decision  bemg  given  at  Whitby  in  Yorkshire,  ki  fiivour  of 
the  Romanists,  by  Osway  king  of  the  Northumbrians,  the  opinions 
of  the  Scots  were  exploded,  and  the  modish  fooleries  of  the  Papal 
hierardiy  established.  This  dedsion,  however,  was  far  from  pnttmg 
on  end  to  the  confosion,  which  the  dissension  had  occasioned ;  the 
Ronftmists  urged  their  rites  with  rigour,  the  others  chose  to  give  ui 
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|lieirflacM«iliher4iMtt|0MAniu  TMif  ^tttOettfttgemeM  dtUjr  in- 
inrOTtf^y ^  Aift  derioal-ywtr  win  MglQaebled;  ^d  diiriog  tkt  tt- 
Tenth  and  dgliUi  oenturief,  it  ooiitfniied  to  make  adtaamMnt  % 
Xi^^id  ctridea.  Towards  the  end  of  the  aeVenth  ceotary^  it  becsme 
cmioniary  fiir  men,  b^nt  eAfvehrmeM  ih  tibe  Clwrdb^  to  rapur  to 
B011161  and  as  mi|^t  he  Axpooted,  siidi  mba»  «ti  theit  retum,  hecatiae 
MBtiTe  instnuBenta  iniiroBibttDg  the  pa^  uttereMs.  Nor  waa  Ae 
See  of  Bone  i^  m  emfloifwg  indre  dirM  Meaattret  to  ^roaper  the 
^tmA.  For  hf  meada  of  BeaafiM,  oAe.  of  ito  aioat  distinguished 
enianrie^  and  notwithatandlng  ti»  m<tat  mtaiwiad'atad  intrepid  resia- 
tanoe  of  some  of  the  native  Ckffg]^»  we  find  thai  some  of  its  worst  er- 
jpora  aad  ^pmtitkm  were,  abont  this  Irae/  inttDidneed  and  oooo^ilied 
witfa.  Doling  the  eighth  centory  indeed^  there  aroae  aerend  indivi- 
dual idioae  namea  shed  h  loatre  over  thit  daidi  period  of  this 
€hw€k*a  history:  and  daring  the  first  hdf  of  the  niiilh,  nnder  the 
yigonntt  govenunent  of  Gonstantine  IL  we  dbeocver  a  dispos&tioay 
and  even  endeavonrs»  bodi  in  prinee  and  people^  to  res^  the  en- 
sroa<ihmfflitSi  and  ceireot  the  diaordera  of  the  Cfeigy>  Towards^Ald 
latter  end  of  this  centory,  however,  there  seettie  to  have  been  a  re- 
action in  thmfiivottr*  For  we  find  that  in  the  year  886>  they  ob- 
tained an  act,  ezemptii%  them  firom  taxes  and  aU  tivil  prosecntioaa 
M&TB  tampeial  juc^pes,  and  ordaihmg  tikat  all  anttera  oonoeminff 
ihan  shonld  be  tried  by  their  bibhops,  who  wer^  at  this  time  vested 
wkk  those  powers,  iHnch  are  sdw  In  the  hands  of  commissioners 
en  jnatrimonial  caosesy  teslaments,  &e^  They  were  likewise  by  the 
same  ctatnte,  empowerea  to  mjdie  canons,  try  heintics,  &c. ;  and  aU 
Ivtnre  Idn^  were  boimd  Inr  i^  to  lake  an  oath  at  thcdr  eoronatibn, 
{inr  maintaining  these  privuegaa  to  die  C&Hrdi*  The  convention 
of  Sktatea  which  passed  tiiis  act  was  hdd  at  Forfiir,  in  the  reign  of 
that  too  indalgent  prince^  Gregory.  In  the  oonlw  of  th6  snoceed- 
ing  century,  matters  gradnaHy  became  worae.  Back  was  the  htfid- 
ckice  of  the  Clergy  over  €k>nstaatine  III.  that  ^ey  prevailed  with 
him  on  receiving  the  news  of  a  battib  in  Mach  his  anby  wiM  Moat- 
ed, to  relinqnish  his  crotm,  and  become  a  nEonk* 

In  the  eleventh  and  fbllowmg  cenMy^  Mah)ofaa  IIL  Akzi^der 
h  Dmnd  L  drc  snoeessively  snpported  and  cdnfinned  the  pkMd 
power,  by  erecting  particolar  bishoprics,  abbeys,  and  teonasierM. 
Th»  same  si^en&ens  seal  seiMd  tiie  hobifity  of  both  sexest  wmb 
giving  a  third,  others  more,  and  others  the  whole  of  thisir  estate^,  ^k 
snpport  ^  a  pontifical  pride,  and  spiritoal  tyranny,  iHildi  seen  becsine 
«nt<^ttable,  and  whidi  at  length  opened  the  eyes  of  the  nation  io  see 
Aeir  error  in  laitinff  the  derilial  aidthority  te  sooh  a  hei§^L  Accord 
ly,  we  find  thenobkaappedhigflrTOnttnderitto  Aleltand^  III.,  Who 
Mf^ed  after  tiie  middle  of  the  thiiteeaA  eentnry ;  bnt  so  fiu*  was 
he  firdm  being  aUeto  afford  them  redress,  AM  tho  whole  land  being 
Oxcwumanicated  on  acoooni  of  this  comnlahit,  lie  wiis  oWged  to 
Mnae  thsat  to  satiidy  biyth  the  avarice  and  arrogance  of  the  clergy, 
who  had  reaolved  tipon  retfaing  to  Rmne ;  being  afraid  they  might 
rabe  anch  cemmotiona  in  Sco&nd,  As  Thoniis  Becket  hitd  lately 
made  in  Saghnd.  In  imoiher  ineumce,  indeed,  he  evihced  a  moii 
detafmhMd^lritkibMVfaigthehostiMtyOfUiePiqptaSee.  For  th« 
tiergy  b^b^f  raqtiind  by  tihe  iPope  to  pay  to  Ring  Henry  of  Ebg- 
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land^atenthpttt  of  dieirbenefioeSyQiidflrjmCnMof  ^^  a 

cniMde  to  the  Hoi  j  Land,  Alexander  boldly  inteiposed,  nd  woidd 
not  permit  the  money  to  he  ghren. 

Bat  again  to  refer  to  the  twdfth  oentory,  the  Pope's  power  waa 
now  geneHiUy  acknowledged  oyer  Chriatendom,  and  in  our  nation 
alio ;  and  in  retom,  the  Church  of  Seotland  was  declared  free  from 
all  foreign  spiritnal  jnrisdiction,  that  of  ^e  **  .^KMtolic  See  only  ex- 
oepted."  The  Boll  in  whidi  this  dedaration  was  made,  was  occasion^ 
ed  by  an  attempt  of  Aoger,  Archbishop  of  York,  in  tlM  year  1159,  to 
raisehimselftothedigi^of  Metropolitan  of  Scotland.  He  haTin|f 
fbimd  means  to  become  Legate  of  thk  kingdom,  lost  that  office  iqpoii 
the  remonatraaee  of  the  clergy.  This  remonstrance  likewise  procur- 
ed for  them  many  other  fevoors  of  a  like  natore ;  by  all  cf  which^ 
they  were  exBnq>ted  from  any  other  jorisdietion  than  that  of  Rome. 
And  henee,  we'  find  Pope  Bonifece  VIII.  commanding  Edward  of 
England  to  cease  hostilities  agahMtthe  Scots,  alleffingtlMt  <<  thesoTO- 
reigiaty  of  Scothmd  beloi^;ed  to  the  dinreh ;"  ac£um  which  seems  to 
lunre  bean  foonded  in  the  Pupal  appointment  for  the  miction  of  kinffs, 
first  nsed  on  King  Edgar,  A.  D.  1008,  and  at  that  time  regarded  by 
the  people  as  a  new  mark  of  royalty ;  but  which,  as  the  appoint- 
ment <^  the  Pope,  waa  in  reality  a  man  of  die  beast. 

There  were  now  in  Scotland  all  orders  of  Monks  and  FViars, 
Templars,  or  Red  Moidcs,  TVinity  Monks  of  Aberdeen,  CisteroMi 
Monies,  Carmelite,  Blade  and  Gr^  Friars,  Carthusians,  Dmninieans, 
Franciscans,  JaccAnnes,  Benedictuies,  dec;  a  fact  whidi  shows  to 
what  a  height  Antichrist  had  arisen  in  onr  land,  and  how  readily 
his  oj^ressiye  measures  were  complied  with  by  sll  ranks  of  soci^. 

Bai  the  reader  must  not  think,  that  daring  the  period  we  hare 
now  reviewed,  there  were  none  to  oppose  this  toirent  of  simerstiidon 
and  idolatry ;  for  firom  the  first  appearance  of  the  Romish  Antichrist 
in  this  kingdom,  God  wanted  not  witnesses  for  the  troth,  who  boldly 
stood  forth  in  defence  of  the  pure  and  blessed  OospeL  Mention  is 
first  made  of  Clements  and  Samson,  two  femons  Ciddees,  who,  as  we 
have  seen  in  the  seventh  centory,  siqiported  the  aothority  of  Christ 
aa  the  only  head  of  his  church,  against  the  usurped  power  of  Rome, 
and  who  rejected  the  simerstitious  rites  of  Antichrist,  as  contrary  to 
the  simplicity  of  Gospel  institotions.  Tlie  succeeding  age  was  still 
more  femous  for  learned  and  pious  men,  to  whom  Soodand  gave 
birth,  and  whose, praise  was  in  the  ohnrches  abroad;  particuhuiy 
Joannes  Sootus  JSngena,  who  wrote  a  book  upon  the  eucharist, 
which  was  condemned  by  Lea  IX.  in  the  year  lOSO,  long  after  his 
deatL  In  the  ninth  century,  a  Convention  of  Estates  was  held  at 
Scone  for  the  reformation  of  the  deigy :  their  lives  and  conversa- 
tions being  at  that  time  a  reproadi  to  common  decency  and  good 
manners,  not  to  say  piety  and  religion.  Tlie  remedies  provided  at 
tiiis  Convention,  discover  the  nature  of  the  disease.  It  was  ordained 
thai  chuidbmen  should  reside  i^n  their  chaiges ;  that  they  should 
not  intermeddle  widi  secular  afflin,  but  instruct  die  people,  and  be 
good  examples  in  their  conduct;  that  ^ey  should  not  keqi  haiHu^ 
•hounds,  or  horses  for  pleasure ;  that  they  should  carry  no  weapons, 
nor  be  pliers  in  dvu  causes.  And  if  they  foiled  in  the  obsorvance 
of  these  iigunctions,  they  were  to  be  fined  for  the  first,  and  deposed 
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iar  ihe  ■eoond  tmisgreirioii.     TlieBe  laws,  as  we  hare  hinted,  wef 
made  undeic  King  Constantiiie  I L  though  his  saooessor  Gregory  ran- 
deired  them  abortiye  by  his  lenity.  The  age  following,  it  is  tme»  was 
not  remarkable  for  witnesses  to  the  truth ;  but  historians  are  agreed 
that  there  were  stilt  some  of  the  Cnldees  who  lived  and  minirtered 
apart  from  the  Romanists,  and  taught  the  people  that  Christ  was  the 
only  propitiation  for  sin,  and  that  his  blood  alone  conld  wash  them 
firom  the  goilt  of  it,  in  opposition  to  the  indnlgmiee  and  pardons  of 
ihe  Pope.    Mr.  Shidds,  in  his  <<  Hind  Let  Loose,"  affirms  that  the 
Cnldees  transmitted  their  testimony  to  the  LoUaids ;  and  Pope  John 
XXIL  in  his  bull  for  anointing  King  Robert  B^ce,  compliuns  that 
tiiere  were  many  heretics  in  Scotland ;  so  that  we  may  safely  con* 
dude,  there  neyer  was  any  yery  great  period  of  time  wiUiont  witness- 
es for  the  truth,  and  against  the  gross  corruptions  of  the  diuroh  of 
Rome;.     Some  of  bur  IdngB  themselyee  opposed  the  Pope's  supre- 
macy, and  prohibited  his  Legates  from  entering  their  dominions.  A 
striking  instance  of  this  occurred  in  the  reign  of  William,  which  ex- 
tended through  die  latter  part  of  the  twelfth,  and  the  beginning  of 
&e  tliurteenth  century.     The  Bishopric  of  St.  Andrews  haying  be- 
come yacant,  the  king  determined  to  procure  the  dection  of  Hugh, 
his  own  Chiylain,  to  the  office.     The  chapter,  however,  asserting 
^bor  indmiendenee  of  ciyil  authority,  chose  John,  sumamed  the  Scot. 
William,  by  the  assistance  of  the  Bishop  of  Glasgow,  having  had 
Hugh  nommated,  immediatdY  seised  the  revenues  cf  the  See,  till  a 
decision  fitvourable  to  his  wisnes  should  be  obtained.     Jdm  having 
i^pealed  to  Rome,  die  election  of  his  rival  was  annulled,  and  die 
Legate  directed  to  inquire  and  decide.  He  accordingly  called  an  as- 
seim^ly  of  the  dergy,  declared  in  fiivour  of  John,  ana  actually  conse- 
erated  him.     The  Imig,  however,  not  intimidated  by  diis,  banished 
him,  widi  his  most  acdve  adherents,  from  Scodanif :  and  notwith- 
standing, that  the  diocese  of  St.  Andrews  was  laid  under  an  inter^ 
diet,  Hv^  excommunicated,  and  he  himself  and  his  kingdom  threat- 
ened wi£,  and  at  last  actually  exposed  to  the  extremest  vengeance 
of  the  Holy  See,  he  remained  inflexible,  till,  i^n  the  deadi  of 
the  Pope,  by  a  compromise  with  his  successor,  he  gained  his  object. 
The  most  rwnarkabre  instance  of  this  kind,  however,  was  that  of 
Robert  Bruce,  in  die  beginning  of  the  fourteenth  century,   Aflter  be- 
ing defeated  at  Bannockbum,  the  English  became  suppliants  to  the 
Pope  for  his  mediation.    He  accordingly  sent  a  Legate  into  Scot- 
land, proposing  a  oessadon  of  arms  dll  he  should  hear  and  decide  the 
qnaird  betwixt  the  crowns,  and  be  informed  of  the  rig^  which  Ed- 
ward had,  to  the  crown  of  Scodaad.     To  this  King  Robert  replied, 
^  That  the  Pope  could  not  be  id;norant  of  the  business,  since  it  had 
often  been  enlained  to  his  predecessors,  in  die  hearing  of  many  car- 
dinab  then  alive :  who  could  tell  him,  if  they  pleased,  what  insolent 
answers  Pope  Bomfiace  had  received  from  the  English,  while  desir- 
ing them  to  desist  from  oppressing  die^Soots.    And  now,"  said  he, 
**  when  it  has  pleased  Ooa  to  give  us  the  better  of  them,  in  some 
tietories,  by  which  we  have  not  only  recovered  our  own,  but  can 
■lake  them  live  like  good  neighbours,  diey  have  recourse  to  such 
treaties,  in  order  to  gain  time  that  they  may  frU  upon  us  again  widi 
frsater  force :  But  in  dns,  his  Holiness  must  excuse  m^  for  I  wil 
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Bot  be  10  imwifle  as  to  let  tlie  adraiitage  I  iioffr  lums  tUp  ost'oiPiny 
heacL"    The  Legate  regarding  diii  amwi^  as  oentemptaotif,  inter 
diofeed  ^be  kingdom  and  departed :  but  Kii^  Robert  paying  little  re« 
gard  to  suck  proceedings,  followed  bard  after  the  Lc^^ate,  and  enter- 
ing England,  wasted  all  the  adjacent  connties  with  fire  and  sword. 

Great,  (h^nefore,  and  almost  boundless  as  was  the  inilnence  grad* 
naUy  and  at  last  attained  by  the  See  of  Rome,  orer  Europe  in  gene* 
ral,  and  in  partieidar  orer  Sootkmd,  there  were  erery  wbere^  and  at 
sill  times,  to  be  found  a  few  who  discerned,  and  either  secretly  or 
anrowedly  dissented  from,  the  prevailing  errors  and  corruptions  of  tlie 
efanroh.  So  early  as  the  tw^iii  century,  the  Waldenses,  and  Albi*' 
genses,  who  hel<(  among  other  things,  that  marriage  was  allowable 
to  all,  and  that  ^  Old  and  New  Testaments  were  the  only  rule  of 
finth,  had  spread  their  tenets  to  a  considerate  extent  orer  the  south 
of  Europe.  During  the  thirteenlii  century,  the  minds  of  men  in 
atiany  places,  seem  to  have  been  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
the  absurdities  and  abuses  inseparaUe  frt>m  Popery.  Asid  aboirt  the 
middle  of  the  fourteenth,  the  illustrioiis  WiekMe,  by  showing  their 
inconsistency  with  Ike  word  of  God,  and  incnkarting  the  duty  of 
SKamining  and  rejecting  them,  may  be  said  to  hare  begun  tiie  R^Smw 
mation  in  England.  What  were  all  die  tenets  he  pronra%ated,  it  is 
now  difficult  exactly  to  ascertain.  Certslu  it  is,  however,  that  they 
struck  at  the  very  root  o£  Papal  despotism,  and  were  n^idly  circu- 
lated, and  cordially  embraced.  Nor  were  l3ie  effects  of  his  labours 
confined  to  Eng^d  alone.  Among  the  numerous  students  who  at- 
tended him  at  Oxford,  where  he  had  been  Rector  oi  a  GoUege^  there 
were  some  who  carried  his  opinions  into  Oermwy.  There  they  at* 
tracted  the  attention  of  John  Huss,  who,  already  disgusted  by  the 
rices  of  the  clergy,  readily  embraced  such  of  them  as  were  most  hoe* 
tile  to  liie  priesthood;  and  who,  with  his  friend  and  associil^ 
Jerome  of  Prague,  was,  for  his  seal  in  asserting  diem,  condemned^  r^ 
be  burnt,  and  suffered  that  horrible  death  in  the  beginning  of  lihe 
fifteenth  century. 

The  martyrdom  of  these  innocent  men,  so  hr  from  stopping  the 
march  of  tnuth,  produced  a  deep  impression  in  its  favour  throughout 
Europe.  Numbers  every  wheare  imbibed  die  doctrines  for  whisk  they 
suffered.  And  the  frequent  struggles  for  ^  Popedom,  and  the  divi- 
sions which,  fi^m  diat  and  odier  causes,  now  prevailed  in  the  C^urdv 
afforded  at  once  opportunity  and  incitement  for  dieir  explidt  avewaL 
About  this  time,  too,  the  light  of  reformation,  fivm  die  same  souroc^ 
seems  to  have  dawned  in  Scotland.  Many  encouraged  by  the  cir 
cumstanoes  of  the  times,  began  to  speak  openly  against  the  heresy 
tyranny,  and  immorality  of  1^  clergy.  In  particxuar,  James  Resby 
an  Englishman  by  birth,  and  n  sdiolar  of  Widdiffe,  having  come  int^ 
Scotland  so  eariy  as  1407,  continued  to  propagate  his  opinions  t3 
1422,  when  he  was  accused  of  denying  the  Pope's  supremacy,  and 
condemned  to  the  fire;  a  fotewhidi he endnredwid great  constancy,  in 
like  manner,  about  ten  years  afterwards,  Paul  Craw,  a  Bohemian^  and 
afoUower  of  Huss,  was  sraed  in  St.  Andrews,  and  cited  for  honesy, 
kefore  the  Doctors  of  Theology.  The  prin^ral  artkdes  of  accnsa* 
don  against  him  were,  his  following  Huss  and  Wkldiffs  in  hki  opin- 
in  of  die  Sacraosent,  and  denyiiig  thnt  the  substance  of  bread  and 
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yfae  were  A«o|pB<,tyYirtae  of  words,  and,  t^ 
and  prayiog  to  departed  saiiita  were  proper.  He  wag  ooiaiiiitled  to 
the  eeauar  jadge,  eondemned  to  the  flames  at  St.  AndrewB,  and  tliei« 
snffeied ;  beiqg  gagged  wheQ  led  to  the  stake»  that  he  m^  not  have 
an  opportonity  of  making  his  confession.  Both  the  aboye-mentionol 
inartyrs  suffered  mider  Henry  Wardlaw,  Bishop  Of  St.  Anikews,  who, 
in  1412»  founded  the  University  of  that  place ;  an  act  which  migtat 
have  done  him  honour,  had  he  not  imbroed  hk  hands  in  innocMl 
tdood. 

!  Hiese  returnings  of  Gotfei  light  were  not  confined  to  St.  Aar 
drews.  Kyle,  Carrick,  Cnnningham,  and  other  districts  in  the  west 
of  Scotland,  were  in  like  manner  highly  fevonred.  During  the  tw9 
succeeding  reigns,  indeed,  there  was  little  or  no  movonent  in  regacd 
|o  relig^n :  but  in  the  time  of  James  IV.  the  spirit  of  reformatifn 
seems  to  have  revived.  We  find,  that  in  1494,  JEiobert  Blaokatter; 
ihe  first  Archbishop  of  Glasgow,  caused  to  be  summoned  bidbfe  the 
King  and  his  great  Conncil  held  there,  about  thirty  individuals  in  all, 
and  mostly  persons  of  distinction,  accused  of  reformation  principles. 
Among  these,  were  George  Campbell  of  Cessnook,  Adam  Reid  of 
Barakunmiitf  ,  John  Campbdl  of  Newnmilb,  Andrew  Shaw  of  Pol* 
kenmiet.  Lady  Pokellie,  and  Lady  Stair.  They  were  opprobrionsly 
called  the  Lollards  of  Kyle,  from  LoUard,  an  eminent  preacher 
among  the  Waldenses,  and  were  charged  under  thirty-four  artiideS| 
with  maintaining  that  images  ought  not  to  be  worshipped,  that  tfaa 
relics  of  saints  &uld  not  be  adored,  and  sudi  like  obnoxious  teneta» 
Ihit  to  these  accusations,  they  answered  with  such  boldness,  oon- 
tftancv,  and  effect,  that  the  Archbishop  and  his  associates  were  at 
length  constrained  to  drop  the  proceedings ;  and  it  was  judged  mosi 
prudent  to  dismiss  them  with  the  simple  admonitiou,  to  content  them* 
selves  with  the  £uth  of  the  Church,  and  to  beware  of  new  doctrines. 
.  Tims  have  we  brought  down  this  summary  of  Giurch  affurs  in 
Scotland,  to  the  period  at  which  it  may  be  r^^arded  as  taken  up  in 
the  following  Biography.  For,  from  the  condosion  of  the  abovei 
Vientioned  diet,  till  the  time  of  Patrick  Hamilton,  whose  life  stands 
firsit  in  this  collection,  there  occurred  no  sufferer  on  account  of  op4 
position  to  Bomish  tyranny  and  superstition,  in  this  our  country. 


PATRICK  HAMILTON.* 

This  eminent  individual  was  bom  about  the  year  of  our  I<ord| 
1503 ;  was  nephew  to  the  Earl  of  Arran  by  his  fiuher,  and  to  the 


*  "WthaTtbeen  accustomed,"  my  Dr.  M<CMe,  "to  uufifoat  that  Fktrkh 
Hamilton  was  the  first  who  introdnoad  the  reformed  opinUms  into  Scotland,  thai 
bo  aoqnlied  them  abroad,  and  that  thflfy  were  embraced  by  Tery  few  of  bla  eoun- 
trymeo,  prerionoly  to  his  martyrdom.  This  opinion,  requirea  to  be  oorcectc4> 
BcfoBB  that  yeodiful  and  aealous  refonner  made  his  ^paaraooe,  the  errosa  aai 
cpmi|it2oiaa  of  P<^ery  had  been  detected  by  others,  who  were  ready  to  oo-«|MnitS 
with  him  b^  hie  meMuree  of  refom^  T^  more  the  sntject  ia  investigatedt  thsr 
I  clearly,  I  am  i^waded,  it  will  appear,  that  the  opinioM  of  WicUtffi  hai 
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Duke  of  Albany  by  bis  mother,  and  was  also  rdated  to  King  James 
V.  of  Scotland.  He  was  early  educated  with  a  view  to  fiit^  high 
l^efernient,  and  had  the  abbacy  of  Feme  given  him,  for  his  mainte- 
nance whilst  prosecuting  his  studies,  which  he  did  with  great  assi- 
duity. 

In  order  to  complete  this  landable  object,  he  resolved  to  travel  into 
Germany.  The  fame  of  the  University  of  Wittembeig  was  then  very 
high,  and  drew  to  it  from' distant  phioes  many,  amonff  whom  Hamilton 
was  one.  He  was  the  first  who  introduced  public  disputations  upon  - 
theological  questions,  into  the  University  of  Marpurg,  in  which  he 
was  assisted  oy  Francis  Lambert,  by  whose  conversation  he  profited 
not  a  little. — Here,  also,  he  became  acquainted  with  these  eminent 
reformers,  Martin  Luther  and  Philip  Mdancthon,  besides  oth^ 
learned  men  of  their  society.  By  these  distinguished  masters  he  was 
instructed  in  the  knowledge  of  the  true  religion,  which  he  had  little 
opportunity  to  become  acquainted  with  in  hb  own  country,  the  small 
remains  of  it  which  were  in  Scodand  at  this  time,  being  under  the 
yoke  of  oppression,  as  we  have  already  shown  in  the  dose  of  the  In- 
troduction.— In  this  most  important  study  he  made  an  amasing  pro- 
ficiency, and  soon  became  as  lealous  in  the  profession  of  the  true  faith, 
as  he  had  been  diligent  to  attain  the  knowledge  of  it. — This  drew 
the  eyes  of  many  upon  him ;  and  while  they  were  waiting  with  im- 
patience to  see  what  part  he  would  act,  he  came  to  the  resolution  to 
return  to  his  native  country,  and  there,  in  the  face  of  all  dangers,  to 
communicate  to  its  inhabitants  the  light  which  he  had  received. 

Accordingly,  being  as  yet  a  youth,  and  not  much  past  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  he  b^in  to  sow  the  seed  of  6od*8  word  wherever  he 
came,  exposing  the  Corruptions  of  the  Romish  churdi,  and  pointing 
out  the  errors  which  had  crept  into  the  Christian  religion  as  professed 
in  Scotland. — He  was  favourably  rec^ved  and  followed  by  many,  to 
whom  he  readily  <<  showed  the  way  of  God  more  perfectly ;"  his  re- 
putation as  a  scholar,  and  his  courteous  demeanour,  contributing  not 
a  little  to  his  usefulness  in  the  good  work. 

The  dty  of  St.  Andrews  was  at  this  time  the  grand  rendesrons  of 
the  Romidi  deigy,  and  might  with  no  impropriety  be  called  the  me- 
tropolis of  the  kingdom  of  darkness.  There  were  to  be  found  in  it, 
James  Beaton  the  archbishop ;  Hugh  Spence,  dean  of  divinity ;  John 


the  mott  powerful  and  eztonslTv  inSiwiioe  upoQ  the  RefofnuitloD.  Even  In  Scot- 
land they  oontrflmted  fraatly  to  prediapoae  the  minds  of  men  to  the  Proteatant 
doctrine.  We  can  trace  the  existence  of  the  Lollards,  in  Ayrshire,  Irom  the 
time  of  WicUiflRB  to  the  days  of  George  Wishart.  And  in  ^e  they  were  so 
■nmerous,  as  to  haTe  formed  the  design  of  rescuing  Patrick  Hamilton  by  force, 
on  the  day  of  his  ezeention.** — Zifh  qfMttvWMf  VoL  L  p.  8. 

The  same  Jadidons  writer  corrects  another  pretty  common  mistakey  into  which 
oten  Dr.  Kobertson  has  fiJlen,  that  the  first  who  rsoeiTed  the  reformed  doctrines 
wwe  chiefly  in  the  lower  or  middle  ranks  of  life.  Hie  preachers  themselTes, 
snch  as  Hamilton,  Wishart,  and  Knooc,  were  men  of  good  fiunOy ;  and  they  had 
many  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  among  their  regular  hearers,  '^.llie  refonnation 
of  religion,"  says  Dr.  M.,  *'was  preceded  by  the  reriyal  of  letters  throughout 
Europe :  the  principal  reformers  were  men  of  superior  talents  and  education :  and 
tiieir  cause  was  espoused,  and  essentiaUy  promoted  by  persona  who  posiiMii 
saeahr  authority  and  faifluttoo."— i(M^  p.  9.  «  W.  M<G. 
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Waddel,  rector ;  James  Simson,  official ;  Thomas  Ramsay,  caoon  and 
dean  of  the  abbey ;  with  the  seyeral  superiors  of  the  different  orders 
of  monks  and  fiiars.^ — It  could  not  be  expected  that  Mr.  Hamilton's 
conduct  should  be  long  concealed  from  such  a  body  as  this.  Their 
resentment  against  him  soon  rose  to  the  utmost  height  of  persecnttng 
rage.  In  particular  the  Archbishop,  who  was  Chancellor  of  the  king- 
dom, and  otherwise  very  powerful,  became  his  inyeterate  enemy ; 
but  being  not  less  politic  than  crucd,  he  concealed  his  wicked  design 
against'fajim,  until  he  had  drawn  him  into  the  ambush  he  had  pre- 
pared, by  preTsuling  on  him  to  attend  a  conference  at  St.  Andrews. 
— Being  come  thither,  Alexander  Campbell,  prior  of  the  blade  friars, 
who  had  been  appointed  to  exert  his  polrers  in  reclaiming  him,  had 
sereral  prirate  interviews  with  him,  and  seemed  to  acknowledge  the 
force  of  Mr.  Hamilton's  objections  against  the  prevaiUng  conduct  of 
the  derg^,  and  the  errors  of  the  Romish  church.  Such  persuasions, 
however,  as  were  used  to  bring  him  back  to  Popery,  had  rather  the 
tendency  to  confirm  him  in  the  truth.  The  archbishop,  too,  and  the 
inferior  dergy,  appeared  to  make  concessions  to  him,  allowing  that 
many  things  stood  in  need  of  reformation,  which  they  could  wish 
had  been  brought  about.  But  whether  they  were  sincere  in  these 
acknowledgments,  or  only  intended  to  conceal  their  bloody  designs, 
and  render  the  innocent  and  unsuspecting  victim  of  their  rage  more 
secure,  b  a  question  to  which  this  answer  may  be  returned.  That 
had  they  l>een  sincere,  the  consciousness  that  Mr.  Hamilton  spoke 
the  truth,  would  at  least  have  warded  off  the  blow  for  some  time 
longer,  or  divided  their  counsels  and  measures  against  hinu— That 
neither  of  these  was  the  case,  will  now  appear.  He  was  i^prehend- 
ed  under  night,  and  committed  prisoner  to  the  castle.  At  the  same 
time,  the  young  king,  at  the  earnest  solidtation  of  the  'dergy,  was 
prevailed  upon  to  undertake  a  pilgrimage  to  St  Dothess,  in  Ross- 
slure,  that  he  mig^t  be  out  of  Uie  way  of  any  applications  that  might 
be  made  to  him  for  Mr.  Hamilton's  life,  which  there  was  reason 
to  believe  would  be  granted.  This  measure  affords  full  proof,  that 
notwithstanding  the  friendly  conferences  which  they  kept  up  with 
him  for  a  time,  they  had  resolved  on  hu  ruin  from  tiie  begmning ; 
but  such  instances  of  Popish  dissembling  were  not  new,  even  in  the 
period  of  which  we  are  treating. 

The  day  after  his  imprisonment,  he  was  brought  before  the  Ardi- 
bishop  and  his  convention,  and  diarged  witii  maintaining  and  proper 
gating  sondry  heretical  opinions ;  and  though  artides  of  the  utmost 
miportance  had  been  debirt»d  betwixt  him  and  them,  they  restricted 
thdr  charge  to  such  trifles  9a  pilgrimage^  purgatory^  praying  to  saints^ 
mod  for  ths  dead  ;  perlums  because  these  were  the  grand  pillars  ujpon 
whicli  Antichrist  built  his  empire,  being  the  most  lucrative  doctrines 
ever  invented  by  men.  We  must,  however,  take  notice,  that  Spottis- 
wood,  afterwiards  Ardibishop  of  St.  Andrew's,  assigns  the  following 
as  the  teneU  for  whidi  he  suffered:  <«  that  the  corruptbn  of  sin  re- 
mains in  children  after  their  baptism ;  that  no  man  by  the  power  of 
his  free-will  can  do  any  good ;  tiiat  no  man  b  without  sin  as  long  as 
he  liveth ;  .that  every  true  Christian  may  know  himself  to  be  in  a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


H  SCOTS  WORTHIES. 

State  of  grace ;  ihsA  a  man  b  not  justified  by  works,  bnt  by  fmth 
only;  that  good  works  make  not  a  man  good,  bnt  tbat  a  good 
man  doth  good  works,  and  that  an  ill  man  doth  ill  works ;  yet  the 
same  ill  works,  tmly  repented  of,  make  not  an  ill  man ;  that  £Edth, 
hope,  and  charity,  are  so  linked  together,  that  he  who  hath  one  of 
them  hath  all,  and  he  that  ladceth  one  lacketh  all ;  that  God  is  the 
cause  of  sra  in  this  sense,  that  he  withdraweth.his  grace  from  man : 
tod  grace  withdrawn,  he  cannot  but  sin."  These  wtides,  with  tlie 
fo&owii^,  make  up  the  whole  chaige :  "  that  auricular  confession 
is  not  necessary  to  salration  ;  that  actual  penance  cannot  purchase 
the  remission  of  sin  ;  that  there  is  no  purgatory,  and  that  the  holy 
pBtriardis  were  in  heaven  before  Christ's  passion ;  that  the  Pope  is 
Antidirist,  and  that  every  priest  hath  as  much  power  as  he." — And 
for  these  articles,  and  because  he  refused  to  aljure  them,  he  was 
condemned  as  an  obstinate  heretic,  and  deliyered  to  the  secular 
power  by  the  archbishops  of  St.  Andrews  and  Glasgow,  three 
bishops,  and  fourteen  underiings,  setting  their  hands  to  the  sen- 
fence  ;  which,  that  it  might  have  the  greater  authority,  was  likewise 
subscribed  by  every  person  of  note  in  the  University,  and  among 
o^ers  by  the  Earl  of  Casillis,  though:  then,  not  exceeding  thirteen 
yeara  of  age.  The  sentence  as  given  by  Mr.  Fox,  in  his  Acts  and- 
Movuments  of  Martyrs,  is  as  follows  :— 

^  CHRISTI nomine  mvooaio :  We  James,  by  the  mercy  of  God, 
Archbishop  of  St.  Andrews,  primate  of  Scotland,  wiUi  the  counsel, 
decree,  and  antiunity,  of  the  most  reverend  fisithers  in  God,  and  lords, 
abbots,  doctors  of  theology,  professors  of  the  Holy  Scripture,  and 
masters  of  Ike  Univarraty,  assisting  us  for  the  time,  sitting  in  judg- 
ment^ witinn  our  metropolitan  church  of  St.  Andrews,  in  the  cause 
of  heretical  pravity,  against  Mr.  Patrick  Hamilton,  abbot  or  pension-^ 
ary  of  Feme,  being  summoned  to  i^pear  bdbre  us,  to  answer  to  cer- 
tain articles  affirmed,  taught  and  preached  by  him,  and  so  i^pearing 
before  us,  and  accused,  ike  merits  of  the  cause  being  ripely  weighed, 
discussed,  and  understood,  by  faithful  inquisition  made  in  Lent  last^ 
past :  We  have  found  the  same  Mr.  Hamilton  many  ways  infamed 
witli  heresy,  disputing,  holding  and  maintaining  divers  heresies  of 
Martin  Luther  and  his  followers  repugnant  to  our  faith,  and  ^Ich 
are  already  condemned  by  general  councils  and  most  £naious  Uni-, 
versitieB.  And  he  being  under  ihe  same  infamy  before,  we  discern- 
ing him  to  be  summoned  and  accused  iqK>n  t^epremises,  he  of  evil, 
mind,  (as  may  be  presumed,)  passed  to  other  parts,  fbrtk  of  the: 
realm,  suspe^ed  and  noted  of  heresy.  And  being  lately  returned, 
not  being  admitted,  but  of  l^is  own  head,  widiout  license  or  privi- 
lege, hath  presumed  to  preach  wiciied  heresy. 

<<  We  have  found  also  tint  he  hath  affinned,  pul^shed,  andtanght* 
divers  opinions  of  Luther,  and  wicked  heretics,  after  tiut  he  was  sum-« 
moned  to  i^pear  before  us  and  our  council :  Tliat  man  hath  no  free^ 
!  will ;  That  man  is  in  sin  so  long  as  he  livetii ;  That  diildren,  inconti^- 
nent  after  their  baptism,  are  sinnera ;  That  idl  *  Christians,  tiiit  hm 
worthy  to  be  called  Chrtetiana,  do  know  tint  they  a«e  in  grace;  That 
no  man  is  justified  by  workrbnt  by  faith  only;  That  good  work» 
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iiio(agoodiiii%liaitagbodiiMuidotliiDafeegoodwOTliir;  HuH 
finkh,  bope,  and  diariftj,  ai*  so  knit,  that  he  that  hath  the  one  hath 
tke  lest,  and  he  that  waotath  one  of  them  wanted  the  rest ;  widi 
drven  o Aer  hereiiet  Mid  detestaUe  ^^nnions :  and  hath  penuited  ee 
obatittate  in  the  same,  tiiat  by  no  counsel  <m-  pennasion  he  may  ie 
diswii  dierefitnn,  to  the  way  of  our  right  fiutL 

^  All  these  prenisea  being  censideped,  we  ha^ng  CM  and  the  in? 
tegrity  <^OBr  £Hth  before  oar  eyes,  and  leHowing  ti^  coaneel  and  ad^ 
Tioe  cf  the  profossors  of  the  Holy  Seriptore^  men  of  law,  and  others 
aasifting  us  for  the  time,  do  prononnce,  determine,  and  dedar^  the 
aaidMr.  Pttrick  Hamilton,  for  his  affirming,  eoafessing,  and  main- 
taiBJng  of  tin  foresaid  heresies,  and  hie  pertinaoityy  (tlMy  being  eonr 
beamed  afaready  by  the  chareh,  by  general  oouncilsriuid  most  fomoos 
nureraities,)  to  be  an  hevetie,  and  to  have  an  evil  opinion  of  the 
foith,  and  Aerefore  to  be  condemned  and  ponidied,  like  as  we  con* 
dsnm  and:define  him  to  be  punished  by  this  our  sentence  definkiTe^ 
deprnring  and  sentencing  him  to  be  deprived  of  all  digaitiesr  honeuMiy 
orders,  offices,  and  benefices  in  the  church ;  and  th«refope  do*  judpe 
and  pronounce  him  to  be  deliyered  over  to  the  secular  power,  to  Be 
punished  and  his  goods  to  be  confiscated. 

''  This  our  sentence  definitiye  was  given  and  read  at  our  metinopo- 
litaa  church  of  St.  Andrews,  the  last  day  of  the  month  of  Fehnuury« 
tumo  1527,  being  present,  ^e  most  reverend  fothers  in  Christ,  sm 
lords,  Ganand,  anhbishf^  of  Glasgow ;  George,  bish<^  of  Dunkeld** 
en ;  John,  bishop  of  BrtK^iin ;  William,  bishop  of  Ihmblaae ;  Fa^ 
tridk,  prior  of  St.  Andrews ;  David,  abbot  of  Abo-brothoc ;  €reorge» 
abbot  of  Dunfennline  ;  Alexander,  abbot  of  Cambuskenneth ;  Heniy» 
abbot  of  Lenders ;  John,  prior  of  Pittenweeme ;  the  dean  and  gubdean 
of  Gkegow ;  Mr.  Hugh  Spenee,  Thomas  Ramsay,  Allan  Meldrum, 
Itc  in  the  presence  of  the  clergy  and  the  people." 

Tlie  same  day  on  which  this  doom  was  pronounced,  he  was  also 
condemned  by  the  scMCular  power ;  and  in  ihe  afternoon  oi  that  day, 
(for  they  wore  afiraid  of  an  application  to  the  king  on  his  behalf,)  he 
vras  hurried  to  the  slake,  immediately  after  dinner ;  the  fire  being  pre- 
pared, in  ^  area  before  the  gate  of  St.  Salvator's  College.  Being 
>  come  to  die  place  of  martyrdom,  he  put  off  his  clothes,  and  gave  them 
to  a  servant  who  had  been  long  with  him,  saying,  *<  This  stuff  will 
not  hc^  me  in  tiie  fore,  yet  will  do  thee  some  good ;  I  have  no  more 
tokaire  thee^  but  the  ensample.of  my  death,  which  I  pray  thee  keep 
In  mind ;  for  albeit  the  same  be  bitter  and  painfol  in  man's  ju^ment, 
yet  it  is  the  entrance  to  eveiiasting  life,  which  none  can  inherit  who 
deny  Christ  before  this  wicked  generation.*'  Having  so  said,  he  com- 
mended his  soul  into  the  hands  of  God,  having  his  eyes  fixed  towards 
heaven;  aad  being  bound  to  the  stake  in  the  niidst  of  some  coals,  tim 
Wr  and  other  eombiwtibles,  a  train  of  powder  was  auide^  with  a  do* 
sign  to  kindle  the  fire, %ut  did  not  succeed;  the  explonon  only  scordi* 
lag  hisfiM^  and  one  of  his  hands.  In  tlus  situation  he  remained  until 
more  powder  was  broa|^t  from  the  castle^  during  which  time  his 
eomfortable  and  ^ood  speeches  were  often  interrupted,  particularly 
bj  IViar  CampbeJ^caUiog  upon  him  <<  to  recant^  pray  to  our  Lady» 
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wBAnaj^ibeSahelUffimtJ*  Uponbein^rq^eatedly  diitiirbed  in  tldi 
manner,  by  Campbell,  Mr.  Hamilton  said,  ''  Thou  widced  man,  ihou 
knowest  that  I  am  not  an  heretic,  and  that  it  is  the  trnih  of  Ood  for 
whidi  I  now  suffer ;  so  mnoh  didst  thou  confess  nnto  me  in  priTate ; 
and  thereupon  I  appeal  thee  to  answer  before  the  judgment-seat  ot 
Christ."  By  this  time  the  fire  was  kindled,  and  the  noble  martyr 
jrielded  up  lus  soul  to  God,  crying  out,  '<  How  long,  O  Lord,  shall 
darkness  overwhelm  this  realm  ?  How  lonff  wilt  thou  suffer  this  ty- 
ranny of  men?"  and  ending  with  the  saymg  of  Stephen,  **Lord 
Jesus,  reoeiye  mv  spirit."  * 

Friar  Campb^  soon  after  became  distracted,  and  died  within  a 
▼ear  after  Mr.  Hamilton's  martyrdom,  under  llie  most  awful  appre*> 
hensions  of  the  Lord's  indignation  against  him.f  The  Popish  dei^ 
abroad  congratnlated  their  friends  in  Scotland,  upon  their  leal  for 
the  Romish  fiuth  discovered  in  the  above  tragedy.  But  it  rather 
served  than  retarded  the  cause  of  Reformation,  as  the  following 
sketches  of  the  principal  individuals,  who  shortly  afier  suffered  for 
that  cause,  will  tend  to  evince« 


*  Hamilton  had  moM  rdatlTet  who  were  honoured  to  be  eoifiBren  for  the  mne 
mam,  at  we  read  in  Spottlawood ;  **  The  peraecotion  atOl  prooeedln; ,  diveiv 
were  dted  to  appear  at  Ntuimdkimte,  hy  Jamee  Hay,  Bidiop  of  Rooi,  who  eat  m 
aommiadoner  fyt  the  Ardihiahop  of  St.  Andrewa ;  amongit  othera,  Jamea 
Hamilton]  of  Lavinfton,  brother  german  to  Maater  Patrick,  with  Catherine 
Hamilton  hie  aiater.  The  gentleman  waa  adviaed  by  the  king  eeoretly,  (fior  he 
loyed  the  man)  not  to  appear,  and  waa  for  hia  own  contumacy  condemned.  Hia 
aiater  appearing,  and  bdng  qu»tioned  upon  the  jpoint  of  Juatification  by  worka, 
anawered  afanply,  that  ahe  beliered  no  penon  could  be  saved  by  their  worka. 
Bfr.  John  Spenoe  the  lawyer,  bebi  a  long  diaSourae  with  her  about  that  purpoae^ 
telling  her  that  there  were  diflerent  aorta  of  woiics,  woikaof  congmity,  and  worka 
of  oondignity ;  in  the  application  whereof,  he  consumed  a  long  time.  The  wo- 
man thereupon  growing  into  a  chafo,  cried  out,  <  Work  han^  work  there,  what 
kind  of  working  is  all  this  ?  I  know  perftotly,  that  no  worka  can  save  me  but 
the  woric  of  Christ  my  Sayioor.*  The  King  was  preaent  all  the  time,  and  laugh- 
ed heartOy  at  the  answer,  yet,  taking  the  gentlewoman  aaide,  he  mored  her  to 
recant  her  opinions,  and  by  her  fxample  divers  others,  at  the  same  time^  allured 
tbeir  profeasion."  Probably  this  lady  would  have  stood  the  fire  as  well  as  her  bro- 
ther, had  she  been  tried  in  that  way ;  but  the  blandishments  of  royalty  were  too 
much  for  her.  W.  M*G. 

f  There  are  on  record  many  inatancea  of  the  Divine  displeasure  being,  even  f  n 
the  present  life,  manifestly  displayed  against  perseentors  and  apoatatea,  as  win 
appear  in  the  coarse  of  ihia  work ;  but  this  is  not  always  the  case;  and  we  ought 
not  to  judge  of  characters  according  to  what  is  visible,  or  not  visible.  In  this  re- 
spect. '<  Vengeance  is  mine,  saith  the  Lord ;  and  the  Lord  will  Judge  Ais  peo- 
ple,** and  vindicate  their  cause.  But  he  does  this  in  his  own  time,  sod  in  his 
own  way.  Many  of  his  greatcat  enemies,  and  the  greatest  enemies  ^  his  cauae^ 
have  **  no  banda  hi  thehr  death  ;*'  no  visible  symptoms  of  their  hdpg  man  wretch, 
ed  than  othen;  but  their  oonditioa  is  not,  on  that  aoooont,  Che  less  deplorable. 
The  day  of  judgment  will  lay  open  every  thing.  ^^-  M'G, 
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Whsn  the  pe(^  began  to  compare  the  condnot  and  fiite  of  Hamil- 
ton with  that  o£  Campbell^  they  were  indnoed  to  inf^re  more 
narrowly  into  the  troth  than  before.  Hie  fearg  €if  the  Clergy,  ac- 
cordingly, were  soon  reyived  by  the  open  jMx>fe88ion  of  the  same 
obnoxious  tenets. — In  particular,  Alexander  Seton,  a  friar  of  the 
order  of  Dominicans,*  and  confessor  to  the  King,  being  appointed 
to  preach  at  St.  Andrews  during  the  lent  wUch  immediately  sue* 
ceeded  Mr.  Hamilton's  death,  embraced  the  opportunity  of  pnblidv 
incolcating  doctrines,  almost  literally  the  same  with  those  for  whicn 
that  martyr  had  lately  suffered.  He  was  consequently  denounced 
as  a  heretic,  removed  from  the  royal  presence,  and  obliged  to  con- 
salt  his  safety  by  flying  into  England.  It  was  not,  however,  till 
about  five  years  afterwards,  that  any  instance  occurred  of  persecu- 
tion unto  death.  During  that  season,  the  attention  of  the  prelates 
had  been  engrossed,  by  Qie  political  troubles  which  distracted  the 
country.  Ikit  in  ihe  year  1533,  their  measures  against  heretics 
were  resumed,  and  that  with  an  increase  of  ardour,  which  plainly 
showed  that  their  forbearance  had  been  occasioned  by  any  thingi 
but  the  restraints  of  wisdom  and  mercy. 


*  It  is  worthy  of  remari^  that  ooe  of  the  ilnt  convert!  to  the  troth  for  which 
Hamilton  fnffered,  was  <nie  of  the  order  meet  hoetOe  to  the  newr  heresy.  St 
Domink  wili  ever  be  remembered  at  the  founder  of  the  Inqoisiti^  It  ia  re- 
lated, that  belbre  he  was  bomi,  his  mother  dreamed  that  ihe  was  ddhreied  of  a 
wbelp  with  a  torch  fai  its  mouth,  which  was  ei^lained  to  mean,  that  hv  chiM 
was  destiBed  to  enlighten  the  world;  but  afterwards,  when  hie  character  was 
derdoped,  it  was  alleged  rather  that  he  was  made  to  set  the  world  on  fire.  He 
has  ever  been  a  great  iaroorite  with  the  high  authorities  of  the  Romish  diurcih. 
**  One  of  the  most  celebrated  images  in  Italy,**  says  Dr.  Middleton,  ^  b  thit  ef 
St.  Dominic,  hi  Snrriano  in  Cahdvia,  which,  as  their  histories  testify,  wasbraoght 
down  from  heaven,  aboot  two  centuries  ago^  by  the  Virgin  Bfary  in  person,  ao- 
oempanWd  by  Mary  Magdalen  and  St.  Catharine.  Before  this  glorious  picture^  as 
they  afirm,  great  nnmbers  of  the  dead  hare  been  restored  to  lift^  and  hundreda 
from  the  agonies  of  death ;  the  dumb,  the  blind,  the  deaf,  the  lame,  have  been 
cured,  and  all  sorts  of  diseases  and  mortal  wounds  hare  been  healed :  tSL  which 
iSieCs  are  attested  by  pnbHe  notariei^  and  ceoflrmed  by  the  rdations  of  eardinali^ 
prdateoy  gencrsls,  and  priors  of  that  order,  and  the  certainty  of  them  so.  geno- 
faBy  beUered,  that  from  the  9th  of  July,  to  the  9th  of  August,  the  annlTermry 
ftast  of  the  saint^  they  haTs  always  counted  above  a  hundred  tiiousand  pilgrims^ 
and  many  of  them  of  the  highest  quality,  who  come  from  different  parts  of  Eti- 
rope^  to  pay  their  derotions,  and  make  their  ofleringr  at  this  picture.**  (X«  vis 
St  DombdCj  a»  qmUdhff  Wddkttm.)  Unto  the  rise  of  the  Jesuits,  there  was  no 
order  that  ooald  compete  with  the  Dominicans,  except  the  Frandaeans;  and  these 
two  orden  hated  each  either  most  heartOy,  and  maintained  a  long  and  fririons 
oontroTersy  about  the  immaculate  conception  of  the  Virgin  Mary ;  the  Francis- 
cans stooUy  maintaining  that  she  was  bom  immaculate^  while  the  Dominicana 
asserted  ihat  abe  cama  into  the  worid  under  original  sin,  thou^  its  effects  wwe 

on  removed.  W.  WQ. 
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The  first  viclim  and  example  of  their  cmelty  was  Henry  Forrest 
Of  his  parentage,  desoont,  and  previoQi  history,  no  memorials  have 
been  preserved.  At  the  time  when  he  attracted  the  fatal  notice  of 
his  persecutors,  he  is  said  to  have  been  young  in  years,  a  fiiar  of 
the  order  of  Benedictines,  and  reddent  at  Linkthg^w.  Haying 
said  to  the  effect,  that  Mr.  Hamilton  was  a  good  man,  and  had  died 
a  martyr,  and  that  the  doctrines  for  which  he  sofibred  might  be 
vindicated,  he  was,  at  the  instance  of  the  then  Archbishop,  appre- 
hended for  heresy,  and  committed  to  the  prison  at  St.  Andrews. 
Anxions,  however,  as  they  were  to  condemn  him,  tiie  evidence 
against  him,  it  would  appear,  even  in  the  estimation  of  his  enemies, 
WHS  not  sufficient  But  he  was  nevertheless  still  kept  in  confine- 
ment ;  and,  with  the  view  of  extorting  from  himself  some  declara- 
tion  which  they  might  employ  against  him,  they  caused  a  friar, 
named  Walter  Lung,  to  hear  his  confession.  His  willingness  to 
engage  in  this  ordinance  of  the  church,  may  warrant  the  inference, 
that  he  had  not  departed  very  far  from  her  acknowledged  tenets. 
He  received  the  ^ar  as  a  spiritual  comforter,  and  not  suspecting 
tlie  treachery  wliich  the  cloak  of  religion  concealed,  he  without 
hesitatioD  declared  npon  his  conscience,  that,  in  his  opinion,  Hamil- 
ton wtis  a  good  man,  and  that  the  doctrines  which  he  died  main- 
tniriMTj^^  wfTe  not  hereticaL  The  Confessor,  regardless  of  every 
honourable  feeling,  revealed  what  he  had  heard,  and  his  evidence 
was  held  sufficient  to  establish  the  crime  of  heresy. 

There  was  another  circumstance,  however,  which,  in  the  eyes  of 
his  persecutors,  greatly  added  to  Forrest's  guilt.  He  had  been 
found  to  be  posselBsed  of  a  New  Testament  in  English,  and  such 
was  the  blindness  or  the  bigotry  which  in  those  ages  prevuled,  that 
ihe  perusal  of  thatt  Book,  which,  the  JSaviour  himself  enjoined  as  a 
duty,  was  heM  to  be  a  crime  worthy  of  deatli,  by  those  who  im- 
piously called  themselves  his  servants.  Forrest  was  accordingly 
declared  to  be  a  heretic,  and  condemned  to  be  burnt  alive.  Nor 
<was  it  long  till  this  sentence  was  executed  in  all  its  rigour. 

When  the  fatal  day  arrived,  and  he  was  brought  before  the 
devgy,  in  a  place,  between  the  castle  of  St.  Andrews  and  Mony- 
meid,  lie  comphdned,  with  the  utmost  bitterness,  of  the  villany  by 
whidi  be  had  been  entrapped :  **  Fie  on  falsehood!**  he  cried,  *^  Fie 
4Na  £tlaQ  friars,  revealers  of  confesdons ;  after  this  day  let  no  man 
«ver  trust  fidse  frian,  contemners  of  God*s  word,  and  deceivers  of 
nen.**  The  deigy  heard  his  reproaches  with  the  greatest  indiffor- 
ence,  and  |»t>oeeded  to  d^;rade  him  of  his  friar*s  orders.  Upon 
this  he  again  exclaimed,  ^  Take  from  me  not  only  your  own  orders, 
bnt  dso  your  ^wn  baptism  ;'*  referring  to  the  absurd  additions  which 
Popery  had  msAe  to  that  simple  rite.  He  was  thereafter  denounce 
«d  as  ^  a  heretic  oquai  with  Patridc  Hamilton,"  and  immediately 
led  to  the  stake,  where  he  suffered  death,  near  the  abbey  church  of 
jSt  Andrews. 

Thus  died  Henry  Forrest ;  but  his  death,  far  from  allaying,  seem- 
ed only  to  have  increased  the  fury  of  persecution.  In  the  following 
year,  1534>,  numbers  were  sununoned  to  i^Ppp^r  at  Holyroodhouse, 
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tljwBMwpcf  Boa^  wiioiit%ico<hBiiagkmerfOTtfceFriap>te, 
Of  tlm>i  there  were  some  wlio  coMulted  Ibek  safety  by  flighty  and 
0Aen  by  feeantalioB.^  Two,  howeTer,  yib.  Gonrby  add  StraiteB, 
t»  iJbdr  immortal  bonoiii^  remained  inflexible ;  and  of  ih«  it  may 
be  proper  to  sidbjoin  a  ahi^  nceonnft. 


NORBIAN  GOURLAY,  AND  DAVID  STRAITON. 

Ov  Norman  Gonrimy,  Httle  li  known.  It  would  eK»ear  that,  like 
many  others  cf  the  early  refbrmersy  he  was  of  respectable  paren- 
tage, for  ve  find  that  he  had  trarelled  abroad,  a  practice  at  that 
period  thought  necessary  to  complete  the  education  of  a  Scottish 
gentlemsa.  It  would  also  seem  that  he  was  in  secular  orders ;  and 
Knox  has  described  him  as  a  man  of  '^  reasonable  erudition,  in  whom 
appeared  knowledge,  although  joined  with  some  weaknesses."  It 
is  still  fiuther  rehtted  of  him,  that  on  returning  from  his  travels, 
and  notwithstanding  his  derkal  character,  he  had  the  boldness  to 
marry,  a  wcumstance  which  constituted  a  great  part  of  the  crime 
for  which  he  was  called  upon  to  suffer*  **  For/'  says  Pitscottie, 
**  they  would  thole  no  priest  to  marry,  but  they  would  pimish  and 
bum  him  dead ;  but  if  he  had  used  ten  thousand  whores,  he  had  not 
been  burnt.'' — He  was  also  accused,  howerer,  of  having  asserted 
that  th^e  was  no  sudi  place  as  purig^iitory,  and  that  the  Pope  wa^ 
not  f  B^hop  hot  Antichrist,  and  had  no  jurisdiction  in  Scotland. 

Widi  regnd  to  his  fcdlow-suflerer,  David  Straiten,  histpry 
has  transmitted  smne  interesting  particulars.  Fox,  in  his  martyrol* 
ogy,  styles  him  a  fidienaan ;  but  ne  was  in  reality  a  gentleman  of 
sipall  eatate  on  the  80>  coast  of  Angu%  was  descended  of  the  ancient 
£unly  of  tbe  Straitens  of  Lanrieston,  and  according  to  Dr.  M'Crie, 
wasbrotherto  the  laird  of  that  ilk.  Perhaps  the  venerable  Martyr- 
ologist  W9§  led  into  this  mistake,  from  the  nature  of  one  of  tbc) 
charges  preferred  ag^nst  him.  Induced  by  the  Ipcal  advantage^  of 
his  situation,  it  appears  he  had  procured  a  boat  with  the  yiew  of 
fishing,  chiefly,  it  is  most  probable^  for  the  8iq>piy  of  his  own  £unily4 
Out  of  this  the  then  3ishop  of  Murray,  being  prior  of  St.  Andrewy, 
demanded  a  tithe ;  a  demand  to  which  Slniton  answered  by  saying, 
thaiH'they  would  have  titiie  of  what  his  serwitswcmat  sea,  it  was 
but  reasonable  that  they  should  come  and  receive  it,  even  where  the 
stock  was  obtained ;  and,  as  is  affirmed,  he  thereafter  caused  them 
to  cast  every  tenth  fish  into  the  sea.  A  process  was  aocordinglv 
entered  against  lum,  which,  having  contemned,  he  was  forthwiu 
summoned  to  answer  for  heresy.  This,  it  appears,  deeply  affected 
him,  and  was  the  h^vpy  mean,  under  Providence,  oi  rousing  him 
to  serious  thoui^t.  He  had  hitherto  displayed  a  stubborn  disposi- 
tion, rough  manners,  and  a  great  contempt  for  reading,  especially 
of  a  religious  kind.    But  now  he  was  led  to  inquiry,  and  eaniP 

•  8m  Noi%  pi«i  16. 
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Mtly  Bonglit  after  ^  loqiuwitaBee  of  those  wlio  eo«U  Mim  ( _ 
or  read  to  Um  Hwiiig  muible  to  read  himself)  on  the  iahjecti  whaA 
iirteretled  his  mmd  H^ioe^  as  SpotUswooa  obsenres,  <*  he  beeama 
aaodier  mail,  throogh  frequentiDg  the  company  of  John  Erskine  of 
Don,  by  whom  it  pleased  God  to  enlighten  his  mind  with  the  know- 
ledge ci  his  troth,  and  to  kindle  in  his  heart  an  ardent  loTe  of  it.** 
Mr.  Erskine,  by  his  fiiendly  attention,  having  gained  a  oonsideraUo 
inflnenoe  over  him,  enconraffed  him  to  be  often  in  his  company,  and 
warmly  exhorted  him  to  a  diange  of  life.  He  also  invited  him  to 
hear  the  Seriptores  read  and  explained,  at  his  house,  either  by  him- 
self or  some  of  the  reformed  teachers  whom  he  frequentiy  enter- 
tained. And  the  following  anecdote  will  serve,  by  proving  the 
sincerity  of  his  conversion,  to  show  that  he  profiteid  by  the  various 
advantages  whidi  he  thns  enjoyed.  One  day,  having  retired  with 
the  young  Laird  of  Lanrieeton  to  a  quiet  and  solitary  place  in  the 
fields,  to  nave  the  New  Testament  read  to  him ;  it  so  happened  that 
in  the  course  of  reading,  these  words  of  our  Saviour  occurred,  **  He 
that  denieth  me  before  men,  in  the  midst  of  this  widced  generation, 
him  will  I  deny  in  the  presence  of  my  Father,  and  his  angels."  On 
hearing  them,  he  became  of  a  sudden  as  one  enraptured  or  impired. 
He  threw  himself  on  his  knees,  extended  his  hands,  and  after  look- 
ing for  some  time,  earnestly,  towards  heaven,  he  burst  forth  in  dieae 
words,  "  O  Lord,  I  have  been  wicked,  and  justly  mayest  thou  witin 
draw  thy  grace  fh>m  me ;  but.  Lord,  for  tfaiy  merdes  sake,  let  me 
never  deny  thee  nor  thy  truth,  for  fear  of  death  and  corporal  pains." 
The  issue  proved  that  his  prayer  was  not  in  vain.  For,  says  Spol- 
tiswood,  ^  David  Straiten,  at  nis  trial  and  death,  behaved  most 
oonstantly  to  the  deftmce  of  the  truth,  and  gave  great  encouragement 
to  another'  gentleman,  Norman  Gouriay,  who  suffered  along  with 
him.^  Accordingly,  when  brought  before  die  diet  at  Holyroodhoaae, 
though  strongly  urged  by  the  Bishop  and  others  of  the  deigy,  ikey 
maintained  their  innocence,  vindicated  their  prindples,  and  reftised 
to  recant  They  were  of  course  condemned  as  obstinate  hatrties^ 
and  sentenced  to  be  hanged  and  burnt.  On  receiving  this  sentence, 
Stndton  i^lied  to  the  King,  who  was  present,  for  mercy,  and  would 
hate  obtained  it,  but  for  the  interposition  of  the  dergy,  who  dedar- 
ed  it  to  be  incompetent  for  him  to  pardon  those  who  were  already 
condemned  by  the  law  of  the  churdi.  In  the  afternoon,  therefore, 
of  the  same  ofty,  the  27th  of 'August  15S4,  they  were  led  out  to 
Greenside,  near  Edinburgh,  which,  with  the  view  of  awing  the  sur- 
rounding country,  had  been  unpointed  as  the  place  of  execution. 
On  arriving  here,  they  kneeled  down  and  prayed,  for  some  time, 
with  great  forvour.  Straiten,  addressing  himself  to  the  spectators, 
wamuy  exhorted  them  to  lay  aside  their  superstitious  and  idolatrous 
notions,  and  employ  th^nselves  in  seeking  aft«r  the  true  light  of  the 
GospeL  He  would  have  said  more,  but  was  prevented  by  the  officers 
in  attendance.  The  sentence  was  then  executed  in  all  its  horrors : 
The  martyrs  cheeHuUy  yielded  up  thdr  bodies  to  pain  and  death, 
'Commending  their  souls  into  the  hands  of  their  hMvenly  Father, 
and  antidpating  a  blissfol  immortality  through  the  merits  of  Jesus. 
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Iba  abovt  four  jmn,  after  the  fore-menlioiied  ioitMioe  of  nartrr- 
df&m^  Ike  iword  of  penecotion  was  happily  sheatiied :  and  h  b  dqI 
candid  to  ti^poae  that  the  general  horror  and  indignation  which 
•ach  inataoces  excited,  had  canted  in  the  mindu  of  thmr  abettors  a 
rehiclance  to  papetmte  them*  But  if  snch  rdnctance  did  exist,  it 
was  at  length  oFercome.  A  convocation  of  fiiahops  met  at  Edin 
Wfgh,  wh^  taking  into  consideration  the  decaying  influence  ai  the 
chmnch,  have  perpetiiated  thmr  memory,  hj  the  increased  sererity, 
against  heretics,  whidi  they  recommended  and  enforced.  Several 
iadividnals  were  snmmoned  before  them.  Of  five  men,  chiefly 
priests,  who,  on  this  acconnt  it  may  be  {HrasuBied,  were  the  mora 
rigoransty  treated,  and  who  wore  tried,  ccmdemned  and  ezecvted 
ti^geUier,  the  moat  distinguished  was,  TluMnas  Forrest  or  Ferret, 
Ticar  of  Ddlar.  Req^e^ing  thb  excellent  man,  hisUny  has  trans- 
■itted  to  ns  the  following  particnlan  i — 

He  was  of  the  house  of  Forrest  or  Forret,  in  Fifo,  and  his  fiitiier 
had  been  master-staUer  to  James  IV.  After  acquhring  the  radi- 
msnli  of  grammar  in  Scotland,  he  was  sent  abroad  by  the  Idnd- 
MSi  of  a  ridi  lady,  and  prosecuted  his  edncation  at  Cknognew  Ro- 
tunng  to  his  native  country,  lis  was  admitted  a  canon  regular,  in 
diemonastery  of  St.  Colm's  Indi.  It  happened  that  a  dkpSte  aroae 
between  the  abbot  and  the  canons,  respectiiw  the  aDowance  doe  to 
Acm ;  and  the  latter  got  the  book  of  founmion  to  examine  into 
their  rights.  The  abbot,  with  the  view  of  inducing  them  to  part 
with  titt  book,  gave  them  a  volume  of  the  works  of  Angustino, 
wbieh  happened  to  be  in  the  monastery.  This  vdume  passing  into 
the  hands  of  Forrest,  was  the  happy  mean  of  enlightening  hb  mind. 
'^Ohl  happy  and  Uessed  was  diatlM>ok  to  me,'*  did  he  often  say 
afterwards,  **  by  which  I  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.''  After 
perusing  it,  he  applied  himself  to  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures.  Ha 
was  also  the  haroy  instrument  of  converting  anumber  ^  the  young 
csnoaa.  ^  But  tne  old  botdea,"  he  used  to  say,  meaning  the  older 
mmehen  of  the  order,  **  would  not  recdve  the  new  wine.**  The 
abbot  frequently  advised  him  to  keep  his  mind  to  himsdf,  dse  he 
wodd  incur  punishment.  ^  I  thank  you,  my  lord,"  was  hisanswer, 
^  you  are  a  friend  to  my  body,  but  not  to  my  souL"  He  was  after- 
wards admitted  to  ^e  vicarage  oi  Ddlar,  in  which  situation  he  ren- 
dered himaelf  obnoxious  to  his  brathran,  by  his  diligence  in  instruct- 
iag  hia  pariahionerB,  and  his  benevolenoe  in  freeing  them  hxnm  op- 

EVe  exactions.  When  the  agents  of  the  Pope  came  into  hia 
b  to  sell  indnlgcaices,  he  thus  addressed  his  people :  **  Ptoisb. 
ioners,  I  am  bound  to  speak  the  truth  to  you :  this  is  but  to  ia- 
seive  yoiL  Thero  is  no  pardon  for  our  sins  that  can  come  to  ua 
silher  from  the  Pope  or  any  other,  but  only  by  the  Uood  of  (amsf* 
It  was  hb  custom  to  rise  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  study 
tin  mid^.    He  daily  committad  three  chq^tess  of  tho  BiUo  t% 
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memory,  and  repeated  Aem  to  his  servant  at  nigbt.  He  also  eon- 
posed  a  sliOTt  Catediism,  probably  intended  by  him  for  the  use  ci 
his  own  people.  These  nets  were  communicated  by  his  semuit^ 
Andrew  Kirlde,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  John  Davidson,  Minister  of 
Pk^stonpans,  and  inserted  by  him  in  his  aooomt  of  Scottish  Mbi^ 
tyrs,  ^m  whidi,  as  the  book  itself  is  now  lost,  they  faa^re  been 
transmitted  to  in  in  Oalderwood's  history. 

Sudi  a  man  as  they  describe  Fonest  to  hare  been,  eoukl  aotloiig 
escape  the  notice  and  hostility  o£  his  olerieal  smperiors.  He  was 
saccessively  smfimoned  befoe  the  IKshops-of  Dmrikeld  and  St.  An- 
drews. To  ihe  former  of  these  he  was  aooosed  as  <<  an  heretic  and 
one  that  shewed  Ae  mysteries  of  the  Scripttves,  to  the  vnkv 
people,  in  thmr  own  langoage,  so  as  to  make  the  dergv  detesfeule 
in  their  sight"  And  on  befaig  caDed  before  hmi»  Ike  follofmig  coo- 
reniation  todc  pttM  >^ 

<<  My  dear,  dean  Hiomas,^  said  the  Bishop,  ^  I  love  yo«  weB, 
and  therefore  I  mnst  give  you  my  oomisel  how  yon  shall  nde  and 
guide  yourself.  I  am  infMmed  that  yon  preach  the  epiKUe  or  gos- 
pel every  Sunday  to  your  parishioners,  aiid  diat  yon  take  not  tto 
cow,  nor  the  uppermost  dotk,  from  your  parishionen^  whidi  b  very 
prepidicialtolkechmdmien;  and,tlierefiffo,  Iwoddyoiitookyoar 
oow,  and  yotir^iippennost  doth,  as  otksr  churdbmen  do,  or  else  it  m 
too  much  to  preach  every  Sunday ;  fiw  in  so  doings  you  may  mdn 
the  pwpte  tinnk  that  urn  should  preadi  likewise^  IBNit  it  is  enough 
for  you,  when  yon  ind  any  good  episde,  or  any  good  gospel,  thk 
settetii  fordi  the  rights  of  the  holy  duaroh,  to  (tteack  tihiat  and  let 
the  rest  he.'' 

Foirest  answered,  **  My  lord,  I  think  that  none  of  my  parish- 
ioners w31  comf^ain,  that  I  take  not  the  cow,  nor  Ike  uppermost 
doth,  but  will  glafly  give  me  the  same,  togi^fcher  with  any  other 
thing  that  they  have ;  and  I  will  give  and  communicate  with  tk«a 
any  thing  that  I  have ;  and  so,  my  l<»d,  we  agree  right  well,  and 
tiiere  is  no  discord  among  us.  ^d  where  your  lorddiip  sai^  *  it 
is  too  mudi  to  preach  every  Sunday,'  indeed  I  tUnk  it  is  too  littic^ 
mid  also  woidd  wish  that  your  lordship  did  die  lilro." 

*'  Nay,  nay,  dean  Thomas,"  cried  the  Bishop^  <<let  (hat  be  fbr  we 
are  not  ordained  to  preadi." 

Then  said  Foirest,  ^  Where  your  lordddp  biddetk  me  preaohi 
when  I  find  any  good  epistle^  or  good  gospd;  truly,  my  lotd,  I 
have  read  the  New  Testament  and  the  Old,  and  aH  the  epistles  and 
gospds,  and  among  them  all  I  could  never  find  an  evil  epistle,  or  aa 
evil  gospel ;  but  if  your  lordship  will  show  me  the  good  ^hsIIb,  and 
the  good  go^iel,  and  the  evil  epistle^  and  the  evil  gOt^  tlien  I 
shall  preadi  die  good  and  omit  the  eviL" 

The  Bishop  replied, '^/Moni^  God  tkat  I  never  btew  what  the  OU 
am^  New  Testament  was;  therefore,  dean  Thomas,  I  will  know 
nothing  but  my  portuise  and  pontificaL  Go  your  way,  and  lei  be 
eU  tiwiie  fantasies,  for  if  jrou  persevere  in  these  ervoneoua  opinioMi 
yon  will  repent  iriien  you  may  not  amend  it." 

Fsrrest  said,  « I  trust  my  cause  is  just  in  the  preseoee  of  €kid; 
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and,  ditfcfafi,  IhmimiAmvAwlmimkj fiJUwr ihan^pomj*  mU 
■o  hedeputed. 

It  mm  not  kng  lAar  Iku  thai  ke  was  tiuiuMMied  to  qipear  befaia 
ArdiblBliop  Beatoiif  and  the  abote-mentioiied  aoavooaftioB ;  and  aftor 
a  abort  ciTamiaatioa,  ke  waa  oondemaod  to  ba  bmnt  aa  a  keratk. 

A  nmikr  doomi  waa  proBouiaed  en  tke  £bar  indiyidaals  wkcNBi  wa 
kavealraadf  raferved  to,  aa  having  safieoredaloi^  with  kink  Theaa 
wera»  hy  naoie,  Keilw,  BeTeridge,  Simaon,  and  ForrMter ;  and  be* 
aidef  their  names  and  their  martyrdom,  little  is  known  rnqwtfltiag 
them.  Keilor  and  Beveridge  were  friara  •  and  tke  chaige  a^rainat 
tko  fynuar  of  them  was,  his  h4Yiag,  according  to  the  eostom  of  the 
tinas^  composed  a  tragedy  on  the  £atfa  of  Chnat»  in  which  kfr^poafw 
trayed,  in  a  livelj  manner,  the  character  and  aondnet  of  lie  Popish 
dvgjt  under  that  of  the  Jewish  pharisees  and  high  pshsts^  TUb 
play  waa  acted  poUidy  at  Stirling,  the  king  hiwMalf  k«n|f  praasn% 
on  a  6ood<^rkUy  morning;  and  so  keen  and  onttlng  wm  tl^  sarcssm 
It  contamed,  that  the  Popish  party  gave  themaelTes  no  seat  till  they 
had  apprehended  and  condemned  its  author.  With  regard  to  Sir 
Duncan  Simsoa,  (so  titled  from  hisoffioe,)  he  was,  what  was  calle<^ 
a  secnla?  priest  And  as  to  Robert  Forrester,  he  was  a  gentkman 
a£impmiMi^  On  the  g8th  of  Febkoanr,  1638,  the  wfcaU  f  to 
1  in  one  £fe  on  the  Oasde  hill,  at  Bdinbuiffa. 


JEROMB  RUS8EL  AND  ALEXANDER  KENNEDY 

Thu  rage  fbr  persecution  which  inflamed  tke  ruling  party  in  Scot* 
land,  aft  thk  period,  was  not  confined  in  its  eiecti  to  ue  neighbour* 
hood  of  Edumwgh  and  St.  Andrews.  The  year  succeeding  that  to 
whidi  the  prece^ng  sketch  recurs,  is  meaaoraUe  for  the  tniJ,  con. 
damnation,  and  death  of  Jerome  Rnssel  and  Alexander  Kennedyi 
Of  these  two  indiyiduals  some  interesting  particulars  are  recorded* 
whi^  thaogh  not  amounting  to  a  history  of  their  lives,  are  worthy 
of  a  place  in  this  coUecdon. 

Gfaigow  has  the  honour  of  hairing  hera  tke  lesideDce  of  tkese 
■mrtyrs  to  tke  truth:  at  least  it  was  the  aeene  of  thrir  constancy 
and  sufoings.  Ruisel  was  ot  the  order  of  grey  friars,  and  is  de< 
scribed  by  Knox  as  <*  a  young  man  of  mscJc  nature^  quiak  spirit, 
and  good  learmng."  Kennedy  was  a  gentleman  of  liberal  education, 
aa  it  would  ^pear,  and  of  some  genius  for  poetry;  and  at  the  time 
ef  has  bdngciuled  to  account  for  his  opinions,  he  had  not  passed  the 
oigktecoth  year  of  his  age.  They  had  beeni^prehended  uid  lodged 
hi  prison,  for  their  heretiosl  sentiments.  At  Iciigth  the  Bishop, 
wimi^  to  earn  to  himself  the  applause  of  seal,  and  uiged  on  by  three 

mose^  who  had  been  sent  to  asrist  hiai, 


individuals,  devoted  to  the  caose^ 

had  them  brougbt  before  kim  for  examination  and  triaL    Many 

and  grievous  were  the  sharges  which  were  laid  against  them :  aiid 
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{amnswd  by  Hm  impenng  ^^^7  ^  jodkial  pwnp,  and  }j^^^ 
ihMt  was  natonJ,  of  thoae  drwidftil  agonieB  to  which  at  lei^fth  he 
was  doomed,  Kennedy,  with  a  weaknew  for  which  hb  tendw  yean 
tie  a  «i£5cient  ^ognr»  waa  at  first  inclined  to  recant.  His  in- 
decision, however,  was  only  for  a  moment.  Pop  b^ng  on  aradden 
refreshed,  as  it  would  appear,  by  the  strengthening  and  comfopting 
influences  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  he  felt  himself,  as  it  were,  a  new 
deatnre;  hk  imnd  was  changed,  his  resolotion  fixed,  and  falmig  on 
his  knees,  he,  with  a  glowing  conntenanoe,  and  in  an  animatod  tone 
of vokse,  thus  exftfessed  himself: — 

<(  O  eternal  GodI  how  wonderful  is  tint  love  and  mercy  tiion 
beatest  onto  mankind,  and  to  me,  a  miserable  wretch,  above  all 
others  1  for  even  now,  when  I  would  have  denied  thee,  and  thy  Son 
our  hard  Jesus  Christi,  my  only  Saviour,  and  so  have  cast  mysdf 
into  everlasting  damnation,  thou,  by  thine  own  hand,  hast  pnDed  me 
from  the  very  bottom  of  hell,  and  made  me  to  fed  that  heavenly 
comfort  winch  has  taken  from  me  that  ungodDty  foar  wherewith  1 
was  before  oppressed.  Now  I  defy  death."  TTien  nAag,  he  cried 
to  his  peneont(H^  <<  Do  with  me  as  yon  please;  I  praise  God  I  am 
ready."  ^  ^^ 

Rnssel,  who  had  arrived  at  a  more  matare  ace,  and  whose 
opinions  it  may  be  supposed,  from  Ids  profisssioniJ  studies,  were 
more  the  result  of  deliberation  and  inquiiy,  and  consequently  more 
firm  and  decided,  behaved  during  the  trial  with  great  intrepidity. 
For  a  time  he  learnedly  reasoned  against  his  accusen,  defending,  by 
means  of  argument,  the  sentiments  which  he  owned;  and  r^utting, 
with  calmness  and  with  dignity,  the  false  charges  preferred  against 
him.  But  being  roused  to  a  higher  state  of  feeling,  by  the  oppro- 
brious and  irritating  language  which  was  poured  forth  against  him, 
he  at  last  addressed  them  in  the  following  words : — **  Tlis  is  your 
hour  and  power  of  darkness ;  now  ye  sit  as  judges,  and  we  stand 
wrongfully  accused,  and  more  wrongfully  to  be  condemned;  but 
the  day  will  come  wh^i  our  innocence  will  i^pear,  and  ye  shall  see 
your  own  blindness,  to  your  everlasting  confusion  1  Go  on,  and  fiU 
tiie  measure  of  your  iniquity." 

Nor  was  it  without  effect  that  they  thus  conducted  thonselves 
on  their  trial  Their  behaviour  and  protestations  seemed  to  have 
made  a  deep  impression  on  the  mmd  of  the  Prdate.  He  frankly 
dedared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  such  executions  as  had  of  late 
taken  place,  would  injure  the  cause  they  were  designed  to  promote ; 
and  in  reference  to  the  present  instance  he  said,  <<  I  think  it  better 
to  spare  these  men  than  to  put  them  to  deatL"  It  would  have  been 
to  his  immortal  honour  if  he  had  followed  out,  this  judgment  His 
assistants,  however,  interfered.  They  had  extinguished  in  their 
own  breasts  every  feeling  of  mercy,  and  they  threatened  to  hold  him 
an  enemy  to  the  church,  if  he  did  not  proceed.  In  a  tone  of  offended 
dignity  they  exdahned,  **  What  will  ye  do  my  Lord  ?  Will  ye 
condemn  all  that  my  Lord  Cardinal,  the  other  Bishops,  and  we  our- 
sdvesy  hanredone?   If  so,  ye  show  yovself  an  enemy  to  tbediurc^ 
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and  te  us,  s&d  so  we  wiQ  repule  yon^  be  assared.**  The  Bishop  had 
not  firainesa  to  deqnse  the  Uureat.  He  tamely  tacrifioed  his  feelingf 
of  duty  to  the  love  of  ease,  of  affluence,  or  of  repntatioii ;  and  the 
two  interesting  yomig  men  were  condemned  to  the  flames. 

Being  immediately  giren  over  to  the  secolar  power,  they  were, 
next  day,  led  out  to  the  place  of  execution.  In  their  way  t6  it, 
Rnasel  obsenrhig  some  symptoms  of  timidity  in  the  i^peanmce  of 
Ilia  feDow-soflerer,  thus  addressed  him : — <<  Brother,  fear  not ;  greater 
is  he  that  is  in  ns,  than  he  that  is  in  the  world.  The  pain  that  we 
are  to  sofier  is  short,  and  shall  be  light ;  hot  onr  joy  and  consolation 
AaJi  nerer  have  an  end.  Let  ns,  tiier^ore,  strive  to  enter  into  onr 
Master  and  Saviour's  joy,  by  the  same  strait  way  whidi  he  luith 
taken  before  us.  Death  cannot  hurt  us,  for  it  is  already  destroyed 
by  him,,  for  whose  sake  we  are  now  going  to  suffer." 

When  they  arrived  at  the  &tal  spot,  they  both  kneeled  down  and 
prayed  for  some  time :  after  which,  being  nstened  to  the  stake,  and 
the  fsgffota  lighted,  they  cheerfully  resigned  their  souls  into  the 
bands  ^  him  who  gave  Uiem>  in  foil  hopes  of  an  everlasting  reward 
in  the  heavenly  manikms. 


Tas/cufeaientioned  instaaoe  of  martyrdom  took  place  in  tiie  year 
1539.  In  that  year,  Cardinal  David  Beaton  havii^  succeeded  his 
mide  in  the  See  of  St.  Andrews,  b^;an  carefully  to  tread  in  the  path 
whidi  had  hem  marked  out  to  him.  His  first  act  was  to  dte  bdfore 
hnn,  im  a  splendid  convocation  of  nobles  and  clergy,  assembled  on 
voipeae,  S&  John  Borthwick,  accused  of  having  rmid  and  circulated 
oareiical  books,  and  of  having  maintained  doctrines  subversive  of 
the  Romish  duurdu  But  he  being  forewarned  of  his  danger,  fled 
cmt  of  ^e  country,  and  took«refuge  in  England,  where  he  was  kindly 
received.  About  this  time  also,  Andrew  Cunningham,  son  to  the 
maafer  of  CAencaim,  James  Hamilton,  brother  to  Patrick  HamQ- 
too*  (now  returned*  from  his  eiile,)'and  the  celebrated  George 
BoAanan,  the  hist^man,  were  severally  i4>prehended  and  imprisoi^d 
on  rimilar  accusations ;  and  if  they  had  not  found  means  to  esa^, 
mart  have  perished  in  the  flames. 

^  But  it  was  not  till  the  end  of  the  year  1543,  according  te  some 
historians,  or  1545,  according  to  others,  that  the  Cardinal's  invete- 
*aey  against  the  reformers  was  displayed  in  its  strongest  colours. 
Accompanied  by  tiie  Cbvemor,  he  madd  a  visitation  of  different 
parts  of  his  diocese,  and  attempted  to  strike  dread  into  all  who 
were  hostile  to  the  Church.  At  Perth,  many  persons  were  appre- 
hended and  arraigned,  among  whom  the  following  six  were  con- 
demned and  executed :  William  Anderson,  Robert  Lamb,  James 
Finlayson,  James  Hunter,  James  Rawleson,  and  Jlelen  Stark.  The 
charges  against  the  five  men  were  as  follows :  Of  the  first  four,  cme 
was  accused  for  interrupting  a  fiiar  while  teaching  that  a  man  could 

•  SeeN«t^  p.  16. 
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not  be  saved  Without  praying  to  the  saints,  the  o^er  three  for  hair- 
ing treated  diare^iectfolly  the  image  of  a  saint,  and  eaten  flesh  upon 
a  day,  on  wliich  the  use  of  it  was  forbidden  by  the  Pope.  Vi^th 
respect  to  the  fifth  person  above-named,  his  crime  was  aiming  his 
house,  in  derision,  as  was  supposed,  with  a  wooden  representation 
of  the  three-cirowned  diadem  of  St.  Peter.  And  as  to  the  woman, 
who  was  the  wife  of  one  of  the  four,  she  was  condenmed  for  having 
refused  to  invoke  the  Virgin  Mary,  affirming  that  she  would  |»»y 
to  God  alone,  tiurough  Jesus  Christ. 

The  four  men  wwe  hanged  upon  one  gibbet :  the  other,  some 
days  after,  was  burnt  alive^  and  the  woman,  on  the  same  occasion  on 
i^ch  the  four  men  were  executed,  was  tied  in  a  sack  and  drowned* 

The  drcumstances  of  her  death  have  been  someiiHiat  difierently 
rehited.  Some  affirm  that  her  infant  perished  with  her,  while  others 
state  her  partii^  witii  it,  as  one  of  die  most  powerfoUy  exdtmg  causes 
of  agitation  aud  agony,  in  her  last  hour.  The  foUowii^,  wUch  we 
prefer,  is  tiie  account  of  Dr.  Cook,  in  his  history  of  the  Refonnadoii. 
**  The  circumstances,"  says  lie,  **  attending  the  last  scene  of  this  un- 
fortunate woman's  life,  must  move  every  heart  from  which  the  best 
feelings  of  our  nature  have  not  been  eradicated.  Warmly  attached 
to  her  husband,  with  whom  she  had  enjoyed  some  years  of  uninter- 
rupted domestic  happiness,  she  implorea  that  diey  might  die  together. 


,      jpr 

deness  of  a  parent  agitated  her  min£  She  entreated  ber  nei^ 
heufs  to  show  humanity  to  her  children ;  and  to  complete  her  angnli^ 
she  took  ^m  her  bosom  the  infont  whom  she  suckled,  and  gave  it 
to  die  nsrse  whom  she  had  provided.  Yet  all  this  did  net  over- 
power her  fortitude,  or  shake  her  fiuth :  she  rose  superior  to  her 
sufierings,  and  she  died  with  courage  and  with  comfort.*'* 

Nor  widi  these  enormities,  shocking  as  they  were,  which  had  tliuS 
marked  the  commencement  of  his  progress,  was  the  Cardinal  satis- 
fied. He,  in  addition,  cansM  many  individuals  to  be  banished,  and 
then  proceeded,  witli  his  retinue,  to  visit  the  counties  of  Angus  and 
Meams.  Multitudes  in  these  counties  were  summoned  before  him, 
accused  of  faults  equally  trivial,  or  rather,  of  practices  equaUy  oom- 
Btndable,  with  tliose  for  which  ike  preceding  witoesses  had  testified 
and  suffered.  And  though  it  doeis  not  i^pear  that  any  capital 
punishmeats  were  infiictec^  numbers  had  to  consult  their  safety  by 
flight,  or  were  dragged  from  their  families  and  their  occupations  to 
lawuish  out  their  days  in  pitiless  confinement. 

Soch  are  the  principal  h/ctM  which  mark  the  history  of  persecutien 
in  Scotland,  previous  to  the  martyrdom  of  George  Wishart.  Besides 
these,  there  wore  many  instances  of  arraignment,  imprisonment, 
banishment,  and  confiscation,  oi  which  it  were  too  tedious  to  relate 
'Ae  particulars. 


*  See  History  of  the  Refonnadon,  Vol.  I. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


OaeROB  WISHART. 


6B0RGE  WISHART- 


Thii  fsmkmm  wm«  bretiwr  of  (be  Laird  of  Pittanrow>*  m  the 
Cootf  of  MoarnSy  and  was  edoeated  at  the  UiUYOi^sitf  of  Omm!* 
M«i^,  w^ertf  hk  dilig«n«e  and  progreia  ia  ueM  knniiig^  0099 
made  bim  rospeoted.  Froita  im  ardent  deMre  to  promote  the  truth 
fai  hit  own  country)  he  retocned  to  it  in  the  summer  of  1544}  and 
hegan  teaching  a  achooi  in  the  town  of  Montroae ;  ivhich  he  kept 
i«r  some  time  with  great  applaoie.  He  k  ia  partkular  celebrated 
Bat  fab  imcMnmon  etofaence^  and  agreeable  manner  of  commanicar 
tion.  The  sequel.of  this  navratiTe  will  inform  die  leadeiv  that  he 
posaeaaed  an  extraordinary  degree  of  sagaeioos  foMtighCf  and  waa 
at  die  same  time  hnmUe»  modest,  diaritable,  and  patient)  even  to 
adnundon.  One  of  his  own  scholars  gives  the  following  picture  of 
kim :— -*<  He  was  aman  of  tall  stature,  black  haired,  long  bearded, 
of  a  gracefnl  persmiage^  elo^inent,  ooniteons,  ready  to  teach,  and 
desirouB  to  learn :  he  ordinaHly  wore  a  French  cap,  a  fiieie  gowi^ 
phun  Unok  hoae,  ndute  band%  and  handcuffs ;  he  freqnendy  gave 
away  several  parts  of  his  apparel  to  the  poor ;  in  his  diet  he  was 
very  modente,  eating  only  twiee  a-day>  and  ftsting  every  fourth 


•  «  Jolin  Widiart,  the  Laird  of  Flttarrow,**  my  Dr.  Cook,  «  some  ywn  after 
tiiis,  took  an  actire  part  in  promotiiig  the  Refinrttiation ;  and  it  it  probable,  that 
the  zeal  in  this  eaaae,  which  the  death  of  hia  brother  bad  excited  or  etrength- 
CBed,  eotttfanied  to  diattngolah  tin  deeoendants  of  the  Aun%.  Two  or  three  yean 
age^  wImd  tke  oM  maoaioa-hoiiae  of  Pittarraw  wai  p«Ued  down,  npon  remoTing 
tte  waineeeat  from  the  gVMl  hall,  there  wot  disootered  on  the  waUe  of  the  room> 
In  a  etate  of  complete  preeenratlon,  eereral  beautifa]  paintings,  of  which  no  tradi- 
tion remained.  .  One,  above  the  lai^^est  fire-place,  repreaented  the  city  of  Rome, 
and  a  grand  prooearion  going  to  St  Peter's.  The  Pope,  adorned  with  the  TSara 
and  moonted  on  horseteek,  wm  attsaded  by  a  large  company  of  Cardinak  en 
ftotf  rieUy  dwawd,  but  dl  naeovend.  Be^Ml  tl^em  was  the  Cathedral  of  St. 
Peter,  the  doors  of  which  were  open,  aod  below  the  painting  were  five  lines  of 
Latin  Terse,  which  w«re  probably,  at  the  time,  the  picture  was  executed,  exten- 
siTdiy  eireulated,  and  generally  corrent  among  the  Protestants,  and  which  strongly 
ihow,  tfaatlhe  poasMSom  of  the  mansion  in  which  it  was  found,  had  no  partiality 
Ar  the  Papa,  and  attrlbotad  hb  eraltatien  ta  oanses  disgrae^bl  to  the  oecnpian 
ef  St  PM8r'a.'*...aii8t  of  the  Baformatioi^  Vol  L 

f  In  thli^  andelmHar  instanoes^  what  we  concelye  a  very  pnqper  alteration,  is 
made  in  the  text  The  line  in  the  preceding  editions,  reads  thus : — "  he  possessed 
the  spirit  of  pn^hecy  in  an  extraordinary  degree.'* 

It  was  a  preraknt  opinion  aBMng  Ibe  earty  reformat,  that  smna  of  tMr 
■QStdMagukhsd  ministers  pniawitd  thaapMl  of  profheogr;  and  the  iiipaM 
«f  OAs  werii  aaeaa  to  have  had  no  dooH  «f  it  I  questioi^  however,  if  sooh-an 
opinion  can  be  maintained  oonaistently  with  the  perfection  of  the  rerelatioii, 
oontidned  in  the  holy  Scriptures.  I  do  not  helieTC  that  any  of  the  worthies  were 
ph>p]iet8,  ftother  than,  as  students  of  the  BlUe.  and  obsenrers  of  providence,  Hhftj 
were  aMe  to  point  oat  bcftrehand  what  would  be  the  oensequence  of  eom^  ^  • 
tfanhrlinaafoeotaBt  la  siMrt»  I  belien^  whaik  hw  bam  atcribsd  to  {l)o  spWt 
•fpvophaoBF»wianomoiiet^sagaat«M4iansi|^.  W.  l^lHj, 
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dftj;  and  Ub  lodging,  bedding,  and  soch  otlier  circnmslanoe% 
were  oonreqKmdent  to  die  things  already  mentioned.**  But  at 
these  partieulars  are  rather  cnrious,  than  instmctiYe,  we  shall  pro- 
ceed. 

On  learing  Montrose,  he  came  to  Dundee,  where  he  acquired 
still  greater  £une  by  public  lectures  on  the  i^pistle  to  the  Romans  \ 
insomuch  that  the  Romish  dergy  began  to  think  seriously  of  the 
consequAces  which  they  saw  would  inevitably  ensue,  if  he  was 
suffered  to  go  on,  pnllmg  down  that  £id>ric  of  superstition  and 
Idolatry,  which  they  with  so  much  pains  had  reared.  They  were 
especially  diagrinea  at  tiie  reception  he  m^  with  in  Dundee^  and 
immediatdy  set  about  projecting  his  nun.  lliey  therefore  preTailed 
upon  one  Robert  AiCll,  formerly  a  professor  of,  and  a  sufferer  for 
the  truth,  but  who  had  recanted,  and  was  now  a  man  of  considei^ 
aUe  influence  and  a  Magistrate  in  that  town,  to  give  him  a  duuge 
in  the  Queen  and  Goremor's  names,  to  trouble  them  no  more  wHh 
his  preaching  there.  This  commission  was  executed  by  Mill,  one 
day,  in  public,  just  as  Wishart  had  ended  his  sermon.  Upon  hear* 
ing  it,  he  kept  dlence  for  a  little,  with  his  eyes  turned  towards 
heaTen,  and  then  casting  them  on  the  speaker  and  i^iectators,  with 
a  sorrowful  countenance,  he  said,  ^*  Qod  is  my  witness,  that  I  nerer 
minded  your  trouble,  but  your  comfort ;  yea,  your  trouble  Is  more 
grievous  unto  me  than  it  is  unto  yourselves ;  but  sure  I  am,  to  nject 
tiie  word  of  God,  and  drive  away  his  messengers,  u  not  the  way  to 
save  you  from  trouble,  but  to  bring  you  into  it :  When  I  am  gone, 
God  will  send  you  messengers,  who  will  not  be  afraid  either  of 
burning  or  baniwment.  I  have,  at  the  hasard  of  my  life,  remained 
among  you,  preaching  the  word  of  salvation :  and  now,  since  you 
yourselves  rdfuse  me,  I  must  leave  my  innocence  to  be  declared  by 
God.  If  it  be  loi^  well  with  you,  I  am  not  led  by  the  Spirit  of 
truth ;  and  if  unexpected  trouble  come  upon  yon,  remember  this  is 
the  cause,  and  turn  to  God  by  repentance,  for  he  is  mercifoL** 
These  words  being  pronounced,  he  came  down  from  the  pulpit,  or 
preaching  place.  The  Eari  Mareschal,  and  some  other  noUemen 
who  were  present  at  the  sermon,  entrcMted  him  earnestly  to  go  to 
the  nortii  with  them ;  but  he  excused  himself,  and  took  journey  to 
the  west  country,  where  he  was  gladly  received  by  many. 

Having  come  to  the  town  of  Ayr,  he  began  to  preach  the  Gospel, 
witii  great  freedom  and  fiuthfulness.  But  Dunbar,  the  then  Arch- 
bishop of  Glasgow,  being  informed  of  the  great  concourse  of  people 
who  crowded  to  his  sermons,  at  the  instigation  of  Cardinal  Beaton, 
went  to  Ayr,  with  the  resolution  to  apprehend  him ;  but  first  took 
possession  of  the  <?hnrch,  to  prevent  bun  from  preaching  in  it.  The 
news  of  this,  brought  Alexander,  Earl  of  CHencaim,  and  some 
gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood,  immediately,  to  tovm.  They 
wished,  and  offered  to  put  Wishart  into  tiie  chmrch,  but  he  would 
not  consent,  saying,  ''that  the  Bishop's  sermon  would  not  do 
much  hurt,  and  that,  if  they  pleased,  he  would  go  to  the  markei- 
eross;"  which  he  accordingly  did,  and  preached  witii  sndi  sueeess, 
thai  several  of  his  hearers,  formerly  aiemies  to  the  truth,  were 
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cwiT0rtid,  <m  tlie  oocwion.  Dining  tlie  time  he  wm  dius  em- 
ployed, tiie  Bishop  was  hanmgning  some  of  his  imderlings  and 
parasites  in  tiie  chnrch ;  and  haying  no  sennon  to  give  theniy  he 
promised  to  be  better  provided  against  a  fntore  occasion,  and 
speedily  left  the  town. 

Wishart  continoed  with  the  gentlemen  of  Kyle,  after  the  Arch- 
bishop's departnre;  and  being  desired  to  preach  next  Lord's  day 
at  the  choral  of  Maochline,  he  went  thither  with  that  design ;  bat 
the  Sh^iff  of  Ayr  had,  in  the  night  time,  put  a  garrison  of  sol- 
diers into  the  chnrch  to  keep  him  out.  Hugh  Campbell  of  Knse« 
SDcIei^  with  odiers  in  the  parish,  were  exceedingly  offended  at 
this  impiety,  and  would  hare  entered  the  church  by  force;  but 
Wishart  would  not  suffer  it,  sayii^,  **  Brethren,  it  is  the  word  of 
peace  -wiudi  I  preach  unto  you ;  the  blood  of  no  man  shall  be  shed 
for  it,  this  day :  Jesus  Christ  is  as  mighty  in  the  fields  as  in  the 
diurdi,  and  he  himself,  while  he  lived  in  the  flesh,  preached  often- 
er  in  the  desert  and  imon  the  sea  side,  than  in  the  temple  of  Jeru- 
salem.'* Upon  this,  ihe  people  were  appeased,  and  went  with  him 
to  the  edge  of  a  mooi^  on  the  south-west  of  Mauchline,  where  hay- 
ing placed  himself  upon  a  ditch-dike,  he  preached  to  a  great  multi- 
tude. He  continued  spealdng  for  more  th«i  three  hours,  God  work- 
ing wondrously  by  him ;  insomuch  that  Laurence  Ranken,  the  Laird 
of  Siiield,  a  very  profime  person,  was  converted  by  his  means.  The 
tears  ran  firom  his  eyes,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  present ;  and  the 
whole  of  his  after-life,  witnessed  that  his  profession  was  without 
hypocrisy.  After  this  Wishart  also  preached  with  most  remarkable 
success,  at  the  church  of  Galston,  and  other  places.  And  at  this 
time,  indeed,  in  this  part  of  the  country,  it  might  be  truly  said, 
that  ^'  the  harvest  was  qrsat,  but  the  labourers  were  few." 

After  he  had  been  about  a  month  thus  employed  in  Kyle,  he  was 
informed,  that  the  plague  had  broke  out  in  Duiulee,  the  fourth  day 
after  he  had  left  it ;  and  that  it  still  continued  to  ra^  insuch  aman- 
ner,  that  great  numbers  were  swept  off  daily.  This  affected  him  so 
mudi,  that  he  resolved  to  return  to  them,  and  accordingly,  took 
leave  of  his  friends  in  the  west,  who  were  filled  with  sorrow  at  his 
departore.  The  next  day,  after  his  arrival  at  Dundee,  he  earned 
intiipation  to  be  made  that  he  would  preach ;  and  for  that  pmrpose^ 
chose  his  station  upon  the  head  of  the  east  gate :  the  infected  per- 
sons standing  without,  and  those  that  were  whole,  within.  His 
text  on  this  occasion,  was  Psalm  cvii.  20.  *'  He  sent  his  word  and 
healed  them,  and  delivered  them  from  their  destruction.''  By  this 
discourse,  he  so  comforted  the  people,  that  they  thought  themselves 
happy  in  having  such  a  preacher,  and  entreated  him  to  remain  with 
them  while  the  plague  continued.  With  this  he  complied,  preach- 
ing often,  and  taking  care  that  the  poor  should  not  want  necessaries 
more  than  the  rich ;  in  supplying  them  with  which  he  exposed  himself 
to  the  infection,  even  where  it  was  most  malignant,  wiUiout  reserve. 

Daring  all  this  time  his  sworn  adversary.  Cardinal  Beaton,  had 
his  eye  dose  upon  him,  and  actually  bribed  Sir  John  Wighton,  a 
priest  to  assassinate  him.     He  was  to  make  the  attempt  as  Wishart 
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MBe  down  teem  Ibe  preachingplace,  widi  tlie  exp^c^on  of  Mcip- 
ing  among  the  crowo,  after  the  deed  was  done.  To  effect  this,  he 
p(Mted  himself  at  the  foot  of  the  steps,  with  his  gown  loose,  and  a 
dagger  under  it  in  his  hand.  Upon  his  descent,  Wishart  looked 
steraly  at  the  priest,  asking  him  what  he  intended  to  do ;  and  instant- 
ly seizing  him  by  the  hand  which  held  the  dagger,  he  took  it  from  him« 
Upon  tins,  haying  openly  confessed  his  design,  a  tomult  instantly  en- 
sued, and  the  sick  without  the  gate  rushed  in,  cryii^  to  hare  the 
assassin  delivered  to  them.  Wishart,  however,  interposed,  and  de- 
fended him  from  their  violence,  telling  tj^em  he  had  done  no  harm, 
and  that  such  as  injured  him,  he  womd  regard  as  injuring  himself; 
so  the  priest  esci^>ed  with  impunity. 

The  plague  was  now  consraerably  abated,  and  he  determined  to 
pay  a  visit  to  the  town  of  Montrose,  intending  to  go  from  thence  to 
JSdinburgh,  and  meet  the  genttemen  of  the  west.  While  at  Mon- 
trose, he  administered  the  sacrament  of  our  Lord's  Supper,  in  both 
kinds  of  elements,  and  preached  with  success.  Here  also,  and  at 
this  time,  a  very  singular  incident  befell  him,  whidi  must  not  be 
omitted.  '  He  received  a  letter,  purporting  to  be  directed  to  him 
from  his  intimate  friend  the  Laird  of  kinnier,  acquainting  him,  that 
he  had  taken  a  sudden  sickness,  and  requesting  tum  to  come  to  hiai 
with  all  diligence.  Upon  this,  he  immediately  set  out  on  his  joor- 
ney,  attended  by  some  honest  friends  in  Montrose,  who,  out  of  af- 
fection, would  accompany  him  part  of  the  way.  They  had  not  tra- 
velled above  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  however,  when  all  of  a  sudden  he 
stopp^,  saying  to  the  company,  <<  I  am  forbidden  by  God  to  go 
this  journey :  will  some  of  you  be  pleased  to  ride  to  yonder  place 

S pointing  with  his  finger  to  a  little  hill,)  and  see  what  you  find,  for 
apprehend  there  is  a  plot  against  my  iik"  He  then  turned  bad^ 
towards  the  town,  and  they,  who  went  forward  to  the  place,  found 
about  sixty  horsemen  ready  to  intercept  him.  B^  tnis  the  whole 
plot  came  to  light ;  they  perceived  that  the  letter  had  been  forged ; 
and  upon  their  telling  him  what  they  had  seen,  he  replied,  *<  I  know 
that  I  shall  end  my  life  by  the  hands  of  that  wicked  man,  (meaning 
the  Cardinal,)  but  it  will  not  be  after  this  manner." 

The  time  he  had  appointed  for  meeting  the  west  country  gentlemen 
at  Edinburgh,  drawing  near,  he  undertook  that  journey,  much  against 
the  inclination  and  advice  of  the  Laird  of  Dun.  The  £nt  night  after 
his  leaving  Montrose,  he  lodged  at  Innergowrie,  about  two  miles  from 
'Dundee,  with  one  James  Watson,  a  faithftil  finend,ifHiere,havinggone 
to  bed,  he  was  observed  to  rise  a  little  after  midnight,  and  to  go  out 
into  an  adjacent  garden,  that  he  might  give  vent  to  his  sighs  and 
groans  in  solitude  ;  and  being  secretly  followed  by  two  men,  William 
Spalding  and  John  Watson,  they  saw  him  prostrate  himself  upon  the 
ground,  weeping  and  making  supplication  for  nearly  an  honr,imd  then 
retiun  to  his  rest.  As  they  lay  in  the  same  apartment  with  him,  they 
took  care  to  come  back  before  him ;  and  upon  his  entering  into  the 
room,  they,  as  if  ignorant  of  all  that  had  past,  asked  him  where  he  had 
heen  ?  But  he  mi^e  no  answer,  and  they  ceased  their  interrogatories. 
In  the  morning  they  asked  him  again,  why  he  rose  in  the  night,  and 
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wlntwM  the  Game  of  Ids  sorrow?  (£»r  they  told  Um  dltihat  Aer 
had  seen  kun  do).  He  answered  mill  a  dejected  countenance,  ^  I 
wish  youbad  been  in  yoor  beds,  and  it  had  been  more  profitable  for  yon, 
for  I  was  scarcely  vxH  occnpied."  But  they  praying  him  to  wtisfy 
their  miiids  further,  and  to  give  them  some  comfort,  he  sud,  **  I  wffl 
tell  yon ;  I  aasoredly  know  my  travail  is  nig^  an  end ;  therefore  pray 
to  6od  for  me,  that  I  may  not  shrink  when  the  battle  waxes  hottest/* 
— Hesring  these  words,  they  bmrst  into  tears,  saying,  that  was  but 
anall  eon^srt  to  than.  To  this  he  replied,  ^<  God  will  send  yon  com- 
fort after  me;  this  realm  shall  be  illuminated  witii  the  light  of  Christ's 
ipoepel,  as  deaily  as  any  realm  ever  was  since  the  days  of  the  Apos- 
tles ;  the  honse  of  God  shall  be  built  in  it ;  yea,  it  shall  not  lack 
^wfaatBoever,  enemies  shall  devise  to  the  contrary)  the  very  cope- 
atone  ;  neither  shall  this  be  long  in  doing,  for  there  shall  not  many 
aufier  after  me.  The  glory  of  God  shall  iqypear,  and  truth  shall  once 
Biore  triumph  in  despite  of  the  devil ;  but,  alas,  if  the  people  become 
imthankfnl,  the  plagues  and  punishments  which  shall  follow  will  be 
fotffnl  and  terrible."  Having  thus  expressed  himself,  he  proceeded 
on  his  journey,  and  airived  in  Leith  about  the  10th  of  December. 
Being  disappointed  of  a  meeting  with  the  west  country  gentlemen,  he 
k^  himself  retired  for  some  ^lys,  and  then  becoming  very  uneasy 
and  dfsoonraged,  and  being  asked  the  reason,  he  repued,  *'  I  have 
laboured  to  bring  people  out  of  darkness,  but  now  I  lurir  as  a  man 
athamed  to  show  himself  before  men."  By  this  they  understood  that 
he  deeired  to  preach,  and  told  him  that  they  would  gladly  hear  him ; 
but  the  danger  into  which  he  would  Ihrow  lumself  thereby  prevented 
them  £rom  advising  him  to  it.  He  answered,  <<  If  you  and  others  will 
bear  me  next  Sabbath  I  will  preach  in  Le&lSi,  let  God  provide  forme 
as  best  {^easeth  himself:"  whidh  he  did  upon  the  parable  of  the  sow^, 
llatth.  xiiL  After  aennon,  his  friends  advised  him  to  leave  Leith,  be- 
cause the  R^ent  and  Cardinal  were  soon  to  be  in  Edinburgh  and  his 
sitaation  would  be  dangerous  on  that  account.  He  complied  with  this 
advice,  and  resided  with  the  Lairds  of  Brunston,  Longniddry,  and  Or- 
ndftos,  by  terns.  The  following  Sabbath,  he  preached  at  Inveresk, 
both  fore  and  afternoon,  to  a  crowded  audience.  Among  others  who 
were  present  was  Sir  George  Douglas,  who  after  sermon  publicly  said, 
**  I  know  that  the  Govenior  and  Cardinal  will  hear  that  I  haye  l>een  at 
the  preaching,  (for  they  werenow  come  to  Edinburgh:)  Say  unto  them, 
dut  I  win  avow  it,  and  will  not  only  maintain  the  doctrine  which  I 
have  heard,  hot  also  the  person  of  the  teacher,  to  the  uttermost  of 
my  power."  This  open  and  candid  declaration  was  very  grateful  to 
the  whole  ooi^f^regation.  During  the  thne  of  this  sermon,  Wisbart, 
perceiving  two  grey  friars  standmg  in  the  door  of  the  church,  and 
whispering  to  every  person  that  entered,  caUed  out  to  the  people  to 
make  room  imr  them,  because  said  he,  **  perhaps  they  come  to 
laam  f  and  then  requested  them  to  come  forward  and  hear  the 
word  of  truth.  But  as  they  slUl  continued  to  trouble  the  people,  he 
r^Hroved  them  in  the  followmg  mannar :  <<  O  1  ye  servants  of  Satan, 
aiid  deceivers  of  the  souls  of  men,  will  ye  neither  hear  God's  truth, 
Bor  safer  othen  tohear  it?  Depart,  and  take  this  for  your  portion ; 
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God  thall  shortly  oonfbimd  and  ditciose  yovr  hypocrisy  ' 
reahn ;  ye  shall  be  abominabie  unto  maiy  and  your  plaioet  and  J 
tadons  shall  be  desolate."  « 

The  two  Sabbaths  following,  he  preached  at  Tranent,  j 
as  he  had  in  all  his  sermons  since  leaving  Montrose,  that  his  i 
was  near  an  end.  He  next  preached  at  Haddington,  where  his  t 
gr^;ation  was  at  first  very  throng,  bnt  the  following  day  he  was  afe> 
tended  by  very  few.  This  was  owing  to  the  iafloence  of  the  Eaii 
of  Bothwell,  whose  authority  in  that  district  of  the  country,  wae 
great,  and  who,  at  the  instigation  of  the  Cardinal,  had  inhibited  the 
people  from  attending  him.  At  this  time,  he  receired  a  letter  horn 
the  gentlemen  of  the  west,  declaring,  that  they  could  not  keep  tha 
diet  appointed  at  Edinburgh.  This,  with  the  reflection  that  so  fviT 
attended  his  ministrations  at  Haddington,  grieved  him  exceedingly; 
He  called  upon  Mr.  Knox,  who  then  was  with  him*  and  told  Um^ 
that  he  was  weary  of  the  world,  since  he  perceived  that  men  were 
become  weary  of  God.  But  notwithstanding  the  anxiety  and  dis^ 
couragement  under  which  he  laboured,  he  went  immediatdy  to  tiie 
pulpit ;  and,  sharply  rebuking  the  people  for  their  neglect  of  Uie  Gos- 
pel, he  told  them,  ^*  That  sore  and  ft«irfnl  shoulcUbe  the  plagues  that 
should  ensue ;  that  fire  and  sword  should  waste  them ;  that  strangen 
should  possess  their  houses,  and  chase  them  from  their  habitations  (" 
a  prediction  which  was  verified,  when  the  English  took  and  possessed 
that  town,  in  the  year  1548.  This  was  the  last  sermon  which  ho 
preached.  In  it,  as  had  for  some  time  been  usual  with  him,  he  spoko 
of  his  death  as  near  at  hand ;  and  after  it  was  over,  he  bade  hu  ac- 
quaintance fiurewell,  aa  if  it  had  been  for  ever.  He  went  to  Orini- 
ston,  accompanied  by  the  proprietor,  by  the  Laird  of  Bmnston,  and 
by  Sir  John  Sandilands,  younger  of  Calder.  Knox  also  was  desir- 
ous to  have  gone  with  him ;  but  Wishait  requested  him  to  retam, 
saying,'  <<  One  is  enough  for  a  sacrifice  at  this  time." 

Being  come  to  Ormiston,  he  entered  into  some  spiritual  conveitt- 
tion  wiUi  the  family,  particularly  concerning  the  lu^^py  state  of  God's 
children  after  death ;  appointed  the  51st  puJm,  according  to  an  <M 
version  then  in  use,  to  be  sung ;  and  then  commended  the  company  to 
God.  He  went  to  bed  some  time  sooner  than  ordinary.  About  mid- 
night, the  house  was  completely  surrounded;  and  theEail  of  BothweH 
calling  upon  the  Laird,  declared  to  him  the  purpose  of  their  coming, 
entreated  him  not  to  hold  out,  and  told  him  it  would  be  to  no  purpoao, 
since  the  Cardinal  and  Governor  were  coining  up  with  all  thcor  tndn  ; 
at  the  same  time,  promising  upon  his  honour,  that  if  he  would  de- 
liver Mr.  Wishart,  no  evil  should  befidl  him.  Being  induced  by 
this  assurance,  and  consulting  with  Wishart,  iHio  had  already  re- 
quested that  the  gates  should  be  opened,  saying,  **  God's  will  be 
done,"  the  Laird  complied.  Bothw^  attended  by  some  gratleaien, 
then  entered,  and  solemnly  jHrotested,  that  Mr.  Wishart  should  re- 
ceive no  harm ;  but  that  he  would  either  carry  him  to  his  own  house, 
or  restore  him  again  to  Ormiston,  in  safety.  Upon  this  promise, 
hadds  were  strii^en,  and  Wishart  went  along  with  him  to  Eiphis- 
tou,  where  the  Cardinal  was ;  afW  which  he  was  first  carried  to 
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fidinlrargli,  and  then,  periiaps,  upoD  pretence  of  fulfiUing  tne  en- 
gagem^it  wbich  BothweU  had  come  under,  to  the  Earrs  house. 
Afterwards,,  he  was  re-conducted  to  Edinhoigh,  where  the  Cardinal 
had  assembled  a  convocation  of  prehites,  for  reforming  abuses. 
•  At  Edinburgh,  he  remsdned  only  a  few  days,  until  the  blood- 
thirsty Cardinal  prevailed  with  the  Governor  to  ddirer  him  up  to 
his  tyranny;  and  he  was  accordingly  removed  to  8t  Andrews. 
Here,  without  delay,  the  Cardnial  determined  to  proceed  with  the 
trial ;  and  by  advice  of  the  Archbishop  of  Glasgow,  he  with  this 
Tiew,  demanded  the  assistance  of  a  civil  judge.  This  demand,  how- 
ever, the  Regent  refused,  or  at  least  delayed,  to  comply  with,  at  the 
remonstrance  of  Hamilton  of  Preston,  one  of  his  counsellors,  who 
boldly  represented  the  cruelty  and  danger  of  thus  persecuting  the 
servants  of  €rod,  and  putting  to  deatb  men,  who  had  no  other  crime 
laid -to  their  chaige,  but  uat  of  preaching  the  Crospel  of  Jesus 
CSirist.*  On  receiving  this  disappointment,  which  he  could  ill  bear, 
he  broke  out  into  a  violent  rage>  and  immediately  declared,  that  he 
had  only  sent  to  the  Regent  out  of  mere  civility,  and  without  any 
neoesBity ;  for  that  he,  witn  his  derg^,  had  power  sufficient  to  bring 
Wishart  to  condign  punirimient.f — Thus  was  this  servant  of  God 


*  This  remonstnnce  was  much  to  the  honour  of  Hamilton  $  and  the  Regmt 
did  himsdf  honour  hy  yielding  to  it.  Preaching  the  gospel  of  Christ  was  oer- 
tslnlj  DO  crimen  in  die  proper  sense  of  the  word :  hat  in  the  estimation  of  churdi* 
men  at  the  time,  there  was  no  greater  crime  of  wbidi  a  man  could  be  guilty. 
The  fiMt  ie,  the  ehoxch  of  Rome  had  made  a  caricature  image  of  Christianity, 
under  which  the  gospel  of  Christ  was  as  eifeetuatly  concealed  as  if  it  had  neTer 
been  promulgated.  Implicit  belief  in  what  the  church  was  pleased  to  tti^wl^tit 
was  put  in  the  place  of  faith  in  Christ.  Submission  to  the  church  was  substi- 
tuted for  submission  to  the  righteousness  of  God.  The  doctrine  of  Christ  cruci- 
a«d  was  supplied  by  a  material  image  of  the  caress.  Repsntanee  towards  God 
gare  plaee  to  works  of  penance  and  mortification.  Purity,  or  holinees  of  life^ 
was  supplied  by  a  robe  of  white  linen :  and  poor  sinners,  instead  of  being  taught 
to  apply  to  God  for  pardon  and  eternal  life  through  the  Uood  of  the  atonement 
were  required  to  confess  their  sins  to  a  fellow  creature  of  a  priest,  and  confide  in 
hie  ahoolution,  and  ghostly  direction,  for  their  eternal  salration.  These  ddusiona 
had  a  firm  hold  of  the  eonselences  ik  the  people.  By  means  of  which  the  priesta 
ruled  over  them,  and  pillaged  them  at  their  pleMure.  While  tliesa  priests  ban 
rule  in  Scotland,  it  would  appear  the  greatest  ol*  all  crimes  to  undeodTe  the  popu- 
lace. Of  such  a  crime  Hamilton  and  Wishart,  and  others  had  been  notoriously 
guilty.  There  was  therefore  no  security  for  them.  Nothing  but  their  blood 
would  satisfy  their  adyersaries,  wbobebnged  to  that  meretricious  mystical  per- 
aimagc,  who  is  npreoented  as  dnmhen  with  the  Uood  of  the  saints  and  of  the 
fluvtyn  of  Jesus.  W.  M*G. 

\  Whether  this  was  the  case  or  not  according  to  the  laws  which  then  prenlled 
in  Soothmd,  may  be  made  a  question.  If  we  an  to  judga  flrom  tiie^instances  of 
Hamilton  and  Mill  (pp*  16  and  42)  we  must  oondnde  that  tbe  interposition  of  a 
secular  judge  was  necessary ^  and  that  tiierefore  the  cardinal,  aasoch,  had  not  pow!^» 
that  is  to  say,  authority  to  condemn  Wishart.  But  alas!  in  those  days  it  too 
often  happ«fiied  thatthose  who  had  the^ jiower  assumed  the  authority,  of  their 
own  aooord. 
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left  in  the  hand§  of  ihat  prood  aad  merdleii  tymat,  tlie  rdlgion 
part  of  the  natioii  loudly  oovapkSaaag  of  tJ^  Governoi's  wieakneis. 
Ameeliiigof  the  JMikopa  and  Bopgrior  deiTgy  being  fonaally  call* 
ed  on  tlie  27th  of  Febraary^  1546,  eyery  thi^  waa  arranged  £nr 
the  triaL  Next  dajr*  Wishart  reoeived  aaunimonay  toappewonthe 
niQiTow  before  fak  judgea,  to  answer  for  his  heretical  doctrine.  The 
morrow  being  cone,  &  Cardinal  proceeded  to  the  place  oi  judg- 
ment, in  the  Abbey  chordi,  with  a  train  of  armed  men,  mandiing  in 
warlike  order ;  and  immedialely  Wishaii  waa  sent  for  from  the  aea- 
tower,  which  was  his  nrison.  Being  about  to  enter  the  door  of  die 
churchy  a  poor  man  aaked  alms  of  hun,  to  whom  he  threw  his  pnne. 
When  he  came  before  the  Cardinal,  John  Winram,  the  sub-prior, 
according  to  appointmrait,  went  up  into  the  pulpit,  and  made  a  dis- 
course upon  die  nature  of  heresy,  from  Blaifthi  xiiL  This  he  did 
with  great  caution,  but  yet  in  subh  a  way  as  applied  more  jusdy  to 
the  accusers,  than  the  accused ;  fiur  he  was  a  secret  £iTonrer  €i  the 
truth.  After  him  came  up  one  Lauder,  a  most  yirulent  enemy  of 
religion,  who  acted  the  part  of  Wishart's  accuser.  He  pulled  out 
a  iong  roll  of  maledictory  charges,  and  dealt  out  the  Binnish  thun- 
der so  liberally,  that  he  terrified  the  ignorant  by-standers,  but  did 
not  in  the  least  discompose  this  meek  servant  of  Christ.  He  charged 
him  with  disobedience  to  the  GoTemor's  authority ;  with  teaclmig 
that  man  has  no  free-will ;  and  with  contemning  fMtings ;  all  which 
charges  he  absolutely  refbsed.  He  was  then  accused  of  denying 
that  there  are  seven  sacraments ;  that  auricular  confession,  extreme 
unction,  and  the  sacrament  of  the  altar,  so  called,  are  sacraments ; 
or  that  we  should  pray  to  saints :  and  of  saying,  that  it  was  neces- 
sary for  erery  man  to  know  and  understand  his  baptism ;  that  the 
Pope  has  no  more  power  than  another  man ;  that  it  is  as  lawftil  to 
eat  flesh  upon  FViday  as  upon  Sunday  ;  that  there  is  no  puigatory ; 
and  that  it  is  in  vain  to  bmld  costly  churches  to  the  honour  of  God ; 
and  also  of  haying  condemned  conjuration,  the  vows  of  single  lifr^ 
the  corsingB  of  the  lM>ly  churdi,  Ac  In  reading  these  accusations, 
Lauder  put  himself  into  a  roost  violent  sweat,  and  was  seen  froth- 
ing at  the  mouth ;  at  l^ugth  calling  Wishart  a  runagate  traitor,  he 
demanded  an  answer.  'Diis  he  gave  in  a  short  and  modest  oration ; 
at  which  they  cried  out  with  one  consent  against  him  in  a  most  tu- 
multuous manner.  Perceiving,  therefore,  that,  in  spite  of  all  rea- 
son, they  were  resolved  to  proceed  against  him  to  the  uttermost  ex- 
tremity, he  i^pealed  to  a  more  equitable  and  impartial  tribunaL 
This  gave  Lauder  an  opportunity  of  flattering  the  Cardinal ;  and 
after  enumerating  his  several  splendid  titles,  he  aaked,  with  an  air 
of  triumph,  <<  If  my  Lord  Cardinal  was  not  an  equitable  judge  ?^ 
Wishart  replied,  **  I  do  not  refuse  him,  but  I  desire  the  word  of 
(xod  to  be  my  judge,  and  the  Tempond  Estates,  with  some  of  youi 
Lordships ;  because  I  am  my  Lord  Governor's  prisoner."  After 
some  scomftd  language  thrown  out  both  against  lum  and  the  Gov- 
ernor, they  proceeded  to  read  the  articles  a  second  time,  and  hear 
his  answers ;  which  he  made  with  great  solidity  of  judgment.  They 
then  decided  that  he  should  be  burnt  as  a  heretic^  paying  no  regard 
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to  bis  de^BDeety  nor  to  like  dictates  of  tiwir  owb  ooatmneet,  but 
tkinkiftg»  tlwt  <<  by  kiUing  him  tbey  should  da  God  serviee."  Upon 
this  TCii^tMHi,  (for  the  final  sentence  was  not  yet  prononnced^) 
Wishart  kneeled  down  and  prayed  in  the  following  manner :  **  O, 
insmortal  God»  bow  long  wUt  Uioa  suffer  ^  rage  of  die  nngodly  1 
h»w  long  sbaD  tbey  exercise  their  finy  imon  thy  servants  who  ftnv 
ther  thy  word  in  this  world,  sedng  they  desire  to  du>ke  and  destroy 
thy  trae  doctrine  and  Tsrity,  by  ^riiick  ^om  bast  showed  ibysm 
onto  the  worl^l  which  waa  drowned  in  blindness  and  ignorance  of 
thy  name  /  O  Locd^  we  know  snrelr  that  thy  true  iemnts  must 
snfer,  £u  thy  name's  sake,  porsecntion,  aiBiction  and  tronMeSy  in 
this  present  life,  which  is  iHit  a  diadow,  asthv  pn^bets  and  aposdes. 
hare  showed  na;  but  yet  we  desire,  merciful  Father,  that  thou 
wooldst  preeenre,  delend,  and  hel]^  thy  congregation,  which  thon 
hast  choaen  from  betee  die  foundation  of  the  wmid,  and  gire  them 
pace  to  hear  thy  word,  and  to  be  thy  true  senranta  in  diu  presral 

After  this,  the  common  pe<mle  were  remored  until  the  defimtlre 
aentenee  should  be  pronounced,  which,  being  so  similar  to  Hamil- 
ton's, need  not  be  inserted.  This  being  done,  he  was  re-committed 
to  the  castle  for  that  night.  In  his  way  tbitiiM',  two  friars  came  to 
him»  requiring  him  to  mdce  his  oonfoision  to  tiiem,  which  he  re- 
fused ;  hot  deored  them  to  send  to  him  Winram,  who  had  preached 
that  ^y ;  who  when  he  came,  afler  some  discoinrse  with  Wisharty 
asked  bum,  if  he  wonld  receire  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  8iq>per : 
Wishart  answered,  **  IMbst  wiUingly,  if  I  may  have  it  a^mkiistered 
according  to  Christ's  institution,  in  botii  lands,  of  bread  and  wine." 
The  aob-prior  then  went  to  tiie  bishops,  and  asked,  if  they  would 
permit  the  sacrament  to  be  given  to  the  prisoner ;  but  the  Cardi- 
nal, in  all  their  names  answered,  tiiat,  it  was  not  reasonable  to  giye 
any  spiritual  benefit  to  an  obstinate  heretic,  condemned  by  the 

All  thisnigbt,  Wishart  sprat  in  prayer.  Next  morning,  thecap- 
tain  of  the  castle  gave  him  notice^  that  they  had  denied  him  the 
sacrament,  and  at  tbe  same  time  invited  him  to  breakfbst  with  him. 
Wishart  accepted  the  invitation,  saying,  <<  I  wiU  da  that  very  wffl- 
ingly,  and  so  mnch  the  rather,  because  I  perceive  you  to  be  a  good 
Chnrtian,  and  a  man  fbaring  God.'*  AU  thmgs  being  ready,  and 
the  fomily  aaaonbled  to  breakfiist,  Wishait  tnnii^  himself  to  the 
ci^^un,  sai4  ^  I  beseech  yon,  in  the  name  of  God,  and  for  the  lore 
▼on  bear  to  our  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  to  be  silent  a  little  while,  tOl 
I  Imve  made  a  abort  exhortatiom,  and  Messed  this  bread  we  are  to 
eat,  so  that  I*nniy  bid  yonforewslL"  The taUe  being  corered,  and 
kead  set  upon  it»  he  spake  about  the  space  of  half  an  hour,  of  the 
institution  of  the  supper,  and  of  our  Saviour's  death  and  passbn, 
exhorting  those  who  were  present  to  mutual  Ioto  and  holiness  ci 
lifo.  Then  giving  thanks,  be  brake  the  bread,  distributing  a  part  of 
it  to  those  4^  die  company  who  were  disposed  to  conmunicate,  en^ 
treating  them  to  remember  that  C9unst  dtied  fbr  tiiem,  lAd  to  food  on 
it  qniUuaUy ;  then,  taking  the  cup,  he  bade  them  remember  diai 
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Christ's  blood  was  shed  for  diem,  and  hasving  tasted  it  himself,  he 
delivered  it  onto  them.  Then,  concluding  with  thanksgiving  and 
prayer,  he  told  them,  <<  that  he  wonld  neither  eat  nor  drink  mwe 
in  this  life,'*  and  retired  to  his  diamber. 

Soon  after,  by  the  appointment  of  the  Cardinal,  two  execntioners 
came  to  him,  and  arraying  him  in  a  black  linen  coat,  they  fastened 
some  baffs  of  gunpowder  about  him,  put  a  rope  about  his  neck,  and 
a  chain  wbout  his  waist,  and  bound  his  hands  behind  his  back ;  and 
in  this  dress  they  led  1dm  to  the  stake,  near  the  Cardinal's  palace ; 
having  placed  opposite  to  it  the  great  guns  of  the  castle,  lest  any 
should  attempt  to  rescue  him.  'Ilie  fore-tower,  idiich  was  imme- 
diately opposite  to  the  fire,  was  hung  with  tniestry,  and  rich  cash- 
ions  were  laid  in  the  windows,  for  the  ease  of  the. Cardinal  and  pre- 
lates, wliile  they  beheld  the  spectacle.  As  the  martyr  proceeded  to 
the  stake,  it  is  said  that  two  beggars  asked  alms  of  bun,  and  that  ke 
replied,  **  I  want  my  hands  wherewith  I  used  to  give  you  alms :  but 
the  merciful  Lord  vouchsafe  to  give  you  all  necessaries  both  for 
soul  and  body."  After  this,  the  friars  came  about  him,  urging  him 
to  pra^  io  our  Lady^  &c  to  whom  he  said,  <*  Cease,  tempt  me  not^ 
I  entreat  you." 

Having  mounted  a  scafibld  prepared  on  purpose,  he  turned  to- 
wards the  people,  and  declared,  tluit  he  felt  mudi  joy  within  him- 
self in  offering  up  his  life  for  the  name  of  Christ.  He  told  them, 
that  they  ou^t  not  to  be  offended  widi  the  good  word  of  Ood, 
because  of  the  afflictions  he  endured,  or  the  torments  which  they 
now  saw  prepared  for  him ;  but  "  I  entreat  you,"  said  he,  '<  that  yoa 
love  the  word  of  God  for  your  salvation,  and  suffer  patiently  and 
with  a  cheerful  heart  for  the  word's  sake,  which  is  your  ever- 
lasting comfort.  For  the  true  €k>spel,  which  was  g^ven  me  by  IIm 
grace  of  God,  I  suffer  this  day  with  a  glad  heart.  Behold  and  con- 
sider my  visage,  ye  shall  not  see  me  change  my  colour ;  I  fear  not 
this,  fire,  and  I  pray  that  you  may  not  fear  them  that  slay  the  body, 
but  have  no  power  to  slay  the  souL  Some  have  said,  I  taught  that 
the  soul  shall  deep  till  the  last  day;  but  I  know  surdy,  and  my 
faith  is,  that  my  soul  shall  sup  with  my  Saviour  lliis  night.** 
He  then  prayed  for'his  accusers,  that  they  might  be  forgiven,  if, 
through  ignorance  or  evil  design,  they  had  foiged  lies  upon  him. 
After  this,  the  executioner  asked  his  forgiveness ;  to  whom  he  re- 
plied, '*  Come  hitiier  to  me :"  and  when  he  came,  he  kissed  his  cheek, 
aad  said,  '<  Lo,  here  b  a  token  that  I  forgive  thee,  do  thine  office.** 
Being  raised  up  from  his  knees,  he  was  bound  to  the  stake,  crying 
with  a  loud  voice,  '*  O  Saviour  of  the  worid,  have  mercy  upon  me ! 
Father  in  heaven,  I  commend  my  ^irit  into  tiiy  holy  hands  I"  The 
executioner  then  kindled  the  fire,  and  tike  powder  that  was  fastened 
to  his  body  blew  up.  The  captain  of  the  castie,  perceiving  that  he 
was  stiH  alive,  drew  near,  and  bid  him  be  of  good  courage :  where- 
upon Wishart  said,  <<  This  flame  hatii  scorched  my  body ;  yet  it  hatii 
not  daunted  my  spirit :  but  he  who,  from  yonder  place,  beholdetii 
AS  with  such  pride,  shall,  within  a  few  days,  lie  iv.  the  same,  as  ig- 
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nominioosly  as  he  is  now  ^een  proudly  to  rest  himself."*  But,  as 
he  was  thus  speaking,  the  executioner  drew  the  cord  that  was  about 
his  neck  so  strait,  that  he  spoke  no  more ;  and  thus,  like  another 
Blijah,  he  took  his  flight  by  a  fiery  chariot  into  heaven,  an4  obtained 
the  martyr's  crown.     This  was  on  the  first  day  of  Mardi.  1546. 

Thus  lired,  and  thus  died,  this  fiiithful  witness  of  Jesus  Christ 
He  was  early  marked  out  as  a  sacrifice  by  Pi^al  tyranny.  Being 
delated  to  the  Bishop  of  Brechin  for  a  heretic,  be^mse  he  taog^t 
the  Greek  New  Testament  to  his  scholars,  while  he  kq>t  school  at 
Montrose;  he  was  summoned  to  appear  before  him,  but  escaped  into 
Eng^d.  Having  completed  his  education  at  the  university  ot 
Cambridge,  he  returned,  as  we  have  seen,  to  his  native  land.  During 
the  short  period  he  was  permitted  to  survive,  he  was  hunted  like 
**  a  partridge  on  the  mountains,"  in  daily  alarm  and  danger  from  the 
wUes  of  his  enemies.  But  amidst  all  his  snflPerings,  lus  meekness 
and  patience  never  fedled  him.  He  still  maintained  the  character  and 
the  deportment  of  an  eminent  saint  and  servant  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Popish  clergy  rejoiced  at  his  death,  and  extolled  the  Cardi- 
nal's courage,  for  proceeding  in  it  without  the  €k»vemor*s  order ; 
but  the  people  on  the  contrary  regarded  him  as  both  a  prophet  and 
a  martyr.  It  was  also  said,  that,  abstractly  from  the  grounds  at  his 
sufiering,  his  execution  was  no  less  than  murder,  in  that  no  writ 
was  obtained  for  it,  and  the  clergy  could  not  bum  any  without  a 
warrant  from  the  secular  power.f  This  roused  Norman  and  John 
Leslie,  of  the  family  of  Rothes,  William  Kirkaldie  of  Grange,  James 
Melvill  of  the  family  of  Cambee,  Peter  Carmichael,  and  others,  to 
avenge  his  death.  Accordingly,  upon  the  2dth  of  May,  1546,  not 
three  months  after  Wishart  suffered,  they  surprised  the  castle  eariy 
in  ^e  morning,  and  having  eidier  secured  or  turned  out  the  persons 
that  were  lodged  in  it,  they  came  to  the  Cardinal's  door.  He  was 
by  this  time  alarmed,  and  had  secured  it;  but  upon  their  threatening 
to  employ  force,  he  opened  it,  (relying,  for  safety,  partly  on  the 
sanctity  of  his  office,  and  partly  on  his  acouaintance  with  some  ot 
them,)  crying,  ^*  I  am  a  priest,  I  am  a  priest. '   But  this  had  no  effect 


'  *  TUfl,  I  bdiera,  It  one  of  the  best  antlieiitlcated  Inttanoei  of  what  htm  been 
caDed  prophecy,  by  any  of  oar  Worthies ;  and  yet  the  worda  themaelvea,  auppoainf 
theaa  to  be  Teriiatiin  aa  uttered  by  the  dyiaf  mifftyr,  do  not  neceesarlly  imply  more, 
iStmu  that,  ia  a  i&w  daya,  the  proud  Cardinal  aho^  lie  a  corpae  in  his  own  palace  ; 
and  by  a  tew  daya,  he  might  mean  the  remaining  period  of  his  life,  which,  how- 
•erer  protracted,  would  appear  but  a  few  days  to  a  man  passing  into  eternity.  It 
happ«ied  that,  about  three  montha  thereafter,  the  Cardinal  was  murdered;  and 
than,  Widutft*s  words  were  considered  prophetical  ot  that  erent.  I  do  not  believe, 
and  would  by  no  meana  insinuate,  that  he  was  priry  to  the  conspiracy ;  but  thia 
ia  mora  profaaUe  than  that  he  should  be  endowed  with  the  spirit  of  prophecy  for 
no  concsiTahle  purpose.  It  could  not  be  to  confirm  the  truth  for  which  he  died ; 
for  that  ia  abondantly  confirmed  by  the  teatimony  of  Christ  and  hia  Apostles; 
and  to  look  for  any  new  confirmation  of  It,  is  to  doubt  the  sufficiency  of  the 
Seriptureo.  W.  M'G. 

f  Thia  aCateuMBt  jMOBBa  to  accord  with  the  doubt  auggeated  in  a  preceding  noti^ 
(p.  33,)  aa  to  the  autliority  of  the  Cardinal  to  condemn  Wishart  without  tho 
prescnos  and  coneurroioe  of  a  secular  Judge.      We  beliere  that  what,  in  thl*  ^- 
I  to  have  been  the  popular  opinion,  was  quita  oorreet. 
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ipon  IbeiB ;  for  JaaMi  Melvfll  iMiriag  ezliorted  Um  in  a  solenui 
manner  to  fepentanoe,  and  liaving  apprised  him,  that  he  waa  now  to 
STMige  WiflhafTt^fl  death,  stabbed  him  twice  or  thrice ;  which  ended 
hk  wretched  davs.  These  persons,  with  some  others  who  joined 
tiiem,  bein|^  assisted  by  England,  hdd  the  castle  for  nearly  two 
yean.  They  had  with  than  the  Goyemor's  eldest  son«  lor  he  had 
been  pnt  nnder  the  Cardinal's  care,  and  was  in  the  castle  at  the  time 
they  sorprised  k.  Hie  castle  was  at  last  besi^;ed  by  the  Fraid^ 
and  siuxendeBed  npon  haying  the  liyes  that  wore  m  it|  seenred 


ADAM  WALLACB. 

For  four  yean  after  the  death  of  Wishart,  the  political  tronUea 
in  ^riiich  Scraand  was  inyolyed,  seryed  to  suspend  the  rage  of  per- 
aeotfion.  Dnrinff  tiiis  period,  the  death  of  Beaton,  and  tiie  eyents 
to  which  it  imme<uately  gaye  rise;  and  more  liMtely,  the  danger  which 
threatened,  and  the  loss  which  accrued,  from  Somerset's  invasion, 
together  with  the  interest  excited,  and  the  measures  adopted,  in  re- 
lation to  the  projected  marriage  of  the  young  Queen,  were  snffident 
to  oigage  the  attention  and  tiie  industry,  c£  tiie  rulers  in  Church 
and  State. 

In  the  year  1550,  howeyer,  tiie  peace  which  was  agreed  upon 
between  France  and  England,  in  which  Scotland  also  was  included, 
allowed  tiiem  leisure  and  opportunity,  to  prosecute  their  schemes  of 
domestic  policy.  The  deigy  renewed  their  attack  against  tiie  re- 
formed doctrines,  and  had  agun  recourse  to  that  barbarous  yi<^ence 
which  already  had  so  often  triumphed  in  the  blood  of  martyrs.  The 
Regent  gaye  them  his  decided,  support  He  was  completdy  under 
the  direction  of  his  natural  brother,  now  Archbishop  of  St.  ^drewi^ 
who  was  no  less  rigid  as  a  pi^ist,  and  sealous  as  a  persecutor,  than 
the  Cardinal,  whom  he  succeeded. 

He  had  already  signalized  himself  in  this  capacity,  by  the  £m- 
prisanment  of  many  on  account  of  their  opinions,  some  of  whom 
recanted,  and  others  were  banished  forth  of  the  kingdom.  The  first 
against  whom  his  intolerance  was  prosecuted  to  a  &tal  issn^  was 
Adam  Wallace,  a  man  of  a  comparatiyely  humble  station  in  liA^ 
belonging  to  Winton  in  East  Lothian.  It  miglit  haye  been  expected, 
indeed,  that  such  an  indiridual  would  haye  e8ciq[>ed  his  notice,  espe- 
•«ally  considering  the  many  more  eminent  professors  of  the  rearmed 
tenets,  who  were  now  eyery  where  to  be  found.  Thoi^gh,  howeyer^ 
of  simple  manners,  and  without  great  learning,  he  is  described  as 
having  been  '*  zealous  in  godliness,  and  of  npri§^t  life,"  and  as  hariiig 
spent  much  of  his  tame,  in  spreading,  amongst  hb  fellow-men,  the 
knowledge  of  the  Go^L    And  what  periiaps,  more  especially,  drew 

rn  him  the  obsenration  of  the  dergy,  was  that  he  himself  frequented 
company  of  Lady  Ormiston,  and  that  his  wife,  being  employed  aa 
tutoress  to  some  of  her  children,  had  instoncted  them  in  the  prinG^>laa 
of  the  reformed  religion.  But,  howeyer  it  m%ht  be,  haying  attracted 
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A0  notice  of  fOBie  poplsk  sealolSy  aa  infomiatioii  wa»  hU  agimist 
1dm  for  h&rmjf  on  which  he  was  i^rehended^  aiMl  eommttted  to 
prison.  A  few  days  after,  he  was  hroogfal  before  a  ^t,  consisttng 
of  the  Ardihishop  and  several  other  Prdates,  ihe  CioTeinor,  Ihe 
Earls  of  Hontly,  A^^  Glenoann,  4?^]^  !?^  other  noblemen, 
V  assembled!     •       -      * 


which  assembled  in  the  choreh  of  the  Black  Friars,  at ! 

when  three  separate  articles  were  exhibited  against  him.     The  £>U 

lowing  is  a  diort  detail  of  his  trial :— * 

The  first  aecosation  against  lum  was,  ^  That  he  had  said  and 
taught,  that  die  bread  and  wine  on  the  altar,  after  the  words  of  con- 
secration, were  not  die  real  body  and  blood  of  Christ"  To  Mb  he 
replied/  ^  I  nerer  said,  or  taught  any  thing  bnt  what  I  fbm^  in  lids 
hook,"  (pointing  to  a  bible  that  hnng  by  his  rid^)  "  whidi  contains 
the  wora  of  God.  FVom  this  I  am  informed,  (as  yon  may  ffltewise 
be)  that  after  our  Lord  had  eaten  the  paschal  Iamb,  at  his  last  snpper 
with  his  aposdes,  and  fnUUled  the  ceremonies  of  the  old  law,  he  2n- 
stitoted  a  new  sacrament,  in  remembrance  of  his  death,  iken  to 
eome.  He  took  Iwead,  and  blessed  it,  and  brake  it,  and  gare  it  to 
his  diM^les,  and  said,  *  Take,  eat;  this  is  my  body.'  And  he  took 
tiie  cop  and  gare  thanks,  and  gaye  it  to  them,  saying,  *  Drink  ye  aS 
of  it :  for  this  is  my  blood  of  &e  New  Testament,  whidi  is  shed  for 
the  remission  of  the  sins  of  many.  As  oft  as  ye  do  tiliis,  do  it  in 
lemembrance  of  me.* " 

The  Esri  of  Hnndy  then  addres^iog  hfan,  said,  **  Then  answerest 
not  to  that  whidi  is  laid  against  thee ;  say  either  yes  or  no."  To 
this  he  replied,  **  If  ye  wOl  admit  God,  and  his  wor^  spoken  by 
his  blessed  Son,  ye  will  admit  idiat  I  hare  said ;  fbr  I  have  said  and 
taoglit  nothing  bnt  what  the  word,  which  is  the  trial  and  touchstone^ 
saith,  and  whSii  ought  to  be  judge  to  me,  and  all  die  wcnid." 

^  Why,"  said  die  Eari,  <'  hast  thou  not  a  good  judge  here  ?  And 
thinkest  ^ou  diat  we  know  not  €k>d  and  his  word  ?  Answertothe 
aceuaalion  laid  against  thee."  **  I  nerer  taught,"  replied  Wallace^ 
^  more  dum  die  writ  saith ;  nor  yet  more  than  I  have  before  sud. 
I  know  well  what  St.  Panl  meaneth,  when  he  saidi,  *  Whosoerer 
ealeth  dds  bread,  and  drinkedi  of  this  cup  unworthily,  receiyeth  to 
hiuMelf  damnadon,'  Therefore,  when  I  taught  (whidi  was  but  sel- 
dom, and  to  diose  only  who  required  it  of  me)  I  said,  that  if  the 
sacrament  of  the  altar  were  truly  ministered  and  used,  as  die  Son  of 
die  liring  God  instituted  it ;  "vriiere  thai  was  done,  there  was  God 
himself  by  his  Dirine  power." 

n$  bishop  of  Orimey  dien  Mked  hiin»  <'  If  he  believed  diat  the 
kraad  and  wine  in  the  sacrament  of  die  altw^  after  die  worda  of  co«- 
sesradwi,  were  the  very  body  of  God,  flesh  and  blood?"  To  this  he 
rcriied,  **  I  believe  dut  die  Son  of  God  was  conceived  of  the  Holy 
Cuost,  and  bom  of  the  Viigin  Mary;  that  he  had  a  natural  body» 
with  haods,  feet»  and  other  members,  and  diat  he  vralked  about  in 
Ae  vrorid  preaching  to  die  people :  diat  he  sufiered  death  under  Po»* 
tins  Pilate,  was  crucified,  dead,  and  buried ;  and  that,  by  his  Godly 
power,  he  raised  that  same  body  again  the  third  day ;  that  he  after- 
wards ascended  into  heaven,  where  he  sitteth  at  die  ri^  hand  of  the 
Father,  and  shall  come  again  to  judge  both  the  quickand  the  dead." 
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He  then  quoted  several  texts  of  Scripture,  tending  to  prove  tlie 
absurdity  of  the  popish  doctrine ;  whidi  not  being  agreewle  to  hb 
judges,  they  desisted  from  asking  any  farther  questions  relative  to 
the  first  article ;  and  therefore  proceeded  to  state  the  second,  which 
was,  <'  That  he  had  said,  and  openly  taught,  that  the  mass  was  very 
idolatry^  and  an  abomination  in  the  sight  of  God." 

To  this  he  replied,  that  he  had  read  the  Bible  in  three  different 
tongues,  and  never  met  with  the  word  mass  in  either ;  therefore  he 
tiiought  it  idolatry,  and  an  abomination  in  the  sight  of  God." 

T&  third  accusation  was,  <*  That  he  had  said,  and  openly  taaght» 
that  the  God  which  was  worshipped  by  the  members  of  the  holy 
mother-church,  was  but  bread  made  from  com  growing  on  the  earth, 
and  that  it  was  brought  to  the  form  in  which  it  was  used  by  the 
hands  of  men."  In  answer  to  this,  he  said,  <<  I  worship  the  Father,, 
the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  three  persons  in  one  Godhead,  which 
made  and  fashioned  the  heaven  and  earth,  and  all  that  is  therein.  I- 
know  of  no  other  God,  and  him  only  will  I  worship  so  long  as  I  live." 

The  archbishop,  after  telling  him  be  had  been  guilty  of  many 
other  errors,  which  he  should  pass  over,  asked  him  whether  he  granted 
the  articles  propounded.     To  which,  he  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

He  then  pronounced  sentence  of  death  on  him  as  a  heretic ;  and  he 
was  immediately  delivered  over  to  the  secular  power,  for  execution. 
It  is  here  but  right  to  mention,  however,  that  whilst  the  other  noble- 
men present  acquiesced  in,  and  even  abetted  these  cruel  proceedings, 
the  Earl  of  Glencaim,  with  an  honesty  and  magnanimity  which  are 
worthy  of  praise,  solemnly  protested  against  Wallace's  condemnation. 

In  Uie  evening  of  the  same  day,  Wallace  was  visited  by  several 
Romiish  priests,  who  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  him  to  recant ;  but 
he  kept  so  stedfastly  to  the  fedth  he  professed,  and  used  such  forcible 
arguments  in  its  vindication,  that  they  left  him  with  some  wrath, 
saying,  <'  he  was  too  abandoned  to  receive  any  impression." 

The  next  morning,  he  was  conducted  to  the  Castle-Hill  at  Edin- 
burgh, when,  being  chained  to  the  stake,  and  the  faggots  lighted,  he 
che^rfuUy  resigned  his  soul  into  the  hands  of  him  who  gave  it,  in  full  * 
assurance  of  redeiving  that  '^  crown  of  glory  which  shall  never  fade 
away."* 


WALTER  MILL. 

Walter  Mill  was  bom  about  the  year  1476.     He  was  educa- 
ted in  the  Popish  rdigion,  and  became  priest  of  Lnnan  in  the  shire 


*  «  He  spent  the  night  preceding  his  execution/'  nys  Dr.  Cook,  "  in  exercbes 
ot  piety ;  and  haring  been  prevented  from  addressing  the  people  who  had  wsembled 
to  witness  his  death,  he  submitted  to  his  dismal  ftte,  with  a  degree  of  patieoea 
and  tranquil  resignation,  whidi  at  all  times  must  hare  made  a  deep  impressinii 
upon  men  not  callous  to  humanity,  but  which,  in  the  state  of  opinicm  at  this  period, 
were  regarded  with  an  enthusiasm,  confirming  attachment  to  the  new  doctrinea 
and  8trength<<nlng  the  horror  with  which  the  abettors  of  such  cruelty  had  loof 
seen  regarded.'*     See  Hist,  of  Reform.  Vol.  I. 


I  * 
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ef  Angos.  Hftying^  left  off  the  pnu^ee  of  saying  iwmb,  he  was  con- 
demned on  that  acooont,  by  Cardinal  Beaton,  so  early  as  the  year 
1538 ;  but  escaped  the  flames  by  flying  into  Germany.  Here  he 
married,  remained  for  some  time,  and  was  more  perfectly  in- 
fltmcted  in  die  troe  faith.  Afterwards  he  returned  home,  and  keep-, 
ing  himself  as  retired  as  possible,  daring  the  rest  of  his  life,  went 
about  reproving  yice,  and  instructing  the  people  in  the  grounds  of 
religion.  This  at  length  coming  to  the  ears  of  the  dei^,  he  was» 
in  1558,  by  dieir  order,  apprdiended  at  Dysart,  in  Uie  shire  of 
Fife,  and  imprisoned  in  the  Castle  of  St.  Andrews,  where,  both  by 
threatening  and  flattery,  they  laboured  with  him  to  recant,  offering 
him  a  place  in  the  Abbey  of  Dunfermline  all  the  days  of  his  life, 
if  he  would  deny  what  he  had  taught.  Continuing  constant,  how* 
ever,  In  his  opinions,  he  was  brought  to  trial  before  the  bishops  ot 
St.  Andrews,  Murray,  Brechin,  Caithness,  &c  who  were  assembled 
in  the  cathedral  of  St.  Andrews. — Wlien  he  came  to  make  his  de- 
fence, he  was  so  old,  feeble,  and  exhansted,  that  it  was  feared  none 
would  hear  him ;  but  as  soon  as  he  began  to  speidc,  he  surprised 
them  all ;  his  voice  making  the  church  to  ring,  and  his  ^ckness  and 
oonrage  astonishing  his  very  enemies. 

At  flrst  he  kneeled  and  prayed  for  some  time ;  i^on  which,  Sir 
Andrew  Oliphant,  a  priest,  called  to  him  to  arise,  and  answer  to  the 
articles  of  charge ;  saying,  <<  You  ke^  my  Lord  of  St.  Andrews  too 
long  here."  But  he,  neverthdess,  continued  in  prayer :  and  when. 
he  arose,  said,  <<  I  ought  to  obey  God  more  than  man.  I  serve  a 
m%htier  Lord  than  your  Lord  is.  And  whereas  ye  call  me  Sir 
Wiaker,  my  name  is  WaUer;  I  have  been  too  long  one  of  the  Pope's 
knights^ — Now  say  what  you  have  to  say."  The  examination  then 
proceeded  as  follows  :— 

Oliph.  Ihou  sayest  there  are  not  seven  sacraments  l^^MUL  Give 
me  the  Lord's  Supper  and  Baptism,  and  take  you,  all  the  rest.^- 
OHpk.  What  think  you  of  a  priest's  marriage  f^MUL  I  think  it  a 
Messed  bond  ordained  by  God,  and  approved  by  Christ,  and  free  to 
an  sorts  of  men ;  but  ye  abhor  it,  and  in  the  meanwhile^  take  other 
inen^  wives  and  daughters :  ye  vow  chastity,  and  keep  it  not.*— • 
OUph*  How  sayest  thou  that  the  mass  is  idolatry? — MUL  A  lord 
or  icing  calleth  many  to  dinner,  they  ciMne  and  sit  down,  but  the 
lord  himself  tometh  his  back  and  eatoth  up  all ;  and  so  do  you^— 
Oi^h.  Thou  deniest  the  sacrament  of  the  idtar  to  be  the  real  body 
of  Christ  in  flesh  and  blood? — MUL  The  Scriptures  are  to  be  un- 
derstood tfiiritually,  and  not  carnally,  and  so  your  mass  is  wrong, 
for  Oirist  was  once  offered  on  the  cross  for  sin,  and  will  never  be 
offered  again,  for  then  he  put  an  end  to  all  sacrifice. — OUph.  Thou 


•  The  &et  htn  sirtid,  it  d«ikd  by  modmi  Vwgit^  who  boMt  of  tlie  ipot- 
Um  polity  of  iheir  dagy  in  all  agu.  In  Pirotwtant  coontriea,  they  cannot  be  to 
Ucentioua  as  tbey  were  generally  before  the  Reformation;  because  the  improved 
state  oi  mKittj  woold  not  admit  of  it.  When  this  aged  priest  accused  them  of 
tlieir  wickadneas  to.  their  Ibcss,  thay  did  not  sttem^  to  deny  it;  bpt  instantly 
chsnged  the  milieu  W.  M'O. 
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deidmt  the  oflce  of  a  bishop  ^^MIU.  I  Kfirm  tint  Amo  ymi  aA 
bishops,  do  no  bishop's  work,  but  lire  after  sensual  pleasnie,  taking 
no  oare  of  Cfttrist's  flook,  nor  regarding  his  wordI-»OI^  Tlioa 
Aeakest  against  pilgrittago,  and  sayest,  it  is  a  jnlgrimage  to  whore- 
dom ? — MUL  I  say  pilgrfaaage  is  not  commanded  in  Scriptore,  and 
that  there  is  no  greater  whoradom  in  any  pfawe,  exeept  in  Iwothel- 
honsesk — OlMi.  Yon  preach  privatety  in  honses,  andsometimes  in 
tiie  fidd  ? — MUL  Yea,  and  on  the  sea  also,  when  sailing  in  a  ship. 

^^Then,"  saM  OUphant,  **  If  yon  wiQ  not  recant,  I  will  pronounce 
sentence  against  yon." 

To  this  he  re^Hied,  ^  I  know  I  mnst  die  once ;  and  diersAnre,  as 
Christ  said  to  Jndas,  What  tkou  douty  do  qukkfy  :  Yon  shall  know, 
diat  I  will  not  recant  the  troth;  for  I  am  com,  and  not  chaff:  I  will- 
neither  be  blown  away  by  the  wind,  nor  bnnt  with  the  fliul,  but 
win  abide  both." 

Oliphant,  aadie  month  of  the  court,  then  prononneed  sentence 
against  him,  ordainuig  him  to  be  detirered  to  the  tenqNiral  judgi^ 
and  bomt  as  a  heretic  But  tiiiey  conid  not  procore  a  tempond 
jndgo  to  condenm  hnn.  Leannontii,  dMn  prorost  of  the  town,  and 
baillie  of  the  bishop's  regality,  relnsed  to  do  so;  and  ^  pecmle  were 
so  mored  at  the  constancy  of  the  snfierer,  and  offendea  at  the 
wrong  done  to  him,  tliat  they  wonld  not  snpply  ropes  to  bind  him, 
andc^ernuiterialsfor  iusexeentioni  so  th«k  his  death  was  retarded 
a  day  longer.  At  hist  one  Sommenrille^  a  domestic  of  the  Aroh^ 
biflhc^'s,  undertook  to  act  the  part  of  tcBE^eral  judge,  and  the 
ropes  of  his  master's  pavilion  were  taken  to  serve  the  puipose  of 
securing  dbeir  victim. 

All  tlungs  being  thus  prepared,  he  wis  led  fn^  by  Sommerville, 
with  a  guiurd  of  armed  men,  to  his  execution.  Bdng  come  to  the 
place,  some  cried  out  to  him  to  reeant,  to  whom  he  answered,  <<  I 
marvd  at  vour  rage,  je  hypocrites,  who  do  so  cmelly  pursue  the 
servants  of  God !  As  for  me,  I  am  now  eig^ity-two  years  old,  and 
cannot  live  long  by  course  of  nature;  but  a  hundred  shall  rise  out 
of  my  ashes,  ^riio  shall  scatter  you,  ye  hypocrites,  and  persecutors 
of  God's  people ;  and  sudi  of  you  as  now  think  yoursdves  theX^est, 
shall  not  die  sudi  an  honest  death  as  I  now  do.  I  trust  in  God,  I 
shall  be  the  last  who  shall  suffer  death,  in  this  ^Mhion,  for  this  cause, 
in  tiik  land."  Thus  his  constancy  increased,  as  his  end  drew  near. 
Being  ordered  by  Oliphant  to  go  up  to  the  stakoy  he  refused,  and 
said,  '<  No,  I  will  not  go,  except  ihou  put  me  up  with  thy  hand,  for 
by  die  law  of  God,  I  am  forbidden  to  put  hands  to  myadf ;  bat  if 
diou  wilt  put  to  thy  hand,  and  take  part  of  my  death,  thou  shalt  see 
me  go  up  gladly."  Then  Ol^hant  putting  him  forward,  ^e  went 
up  with  a  cheerful  countenance,  saying,  Introibo  ad  aUare  Dei.* 
Haring  then  requested  permission  to  speak  to  the  people :  lie  was 
answered  by  Oliphant,  "<  That  he  had  spoken  too  aradi  ah^ady,  and 
that  the  bishops  were  exceedingly  displeased  with  what  he  had  said." 
^at  some  youths  haying  taken  his  pvt,  and  called  to  him  to  say  on 

•  **l  will  go  unto  the  altw  of  God. 
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wlial  lie  fdettsed,  1m  fint  went  to  lib  knees  waA  pmed;  ^beii  aroee; 
and  glM^uig  upon  the  ooab,  addreMed  the  peopM  to  this  effect: 
**  Dear  fneiids,  die  obom  why  I  aofier  this  day^  is  not  for  any  criine 
laid  to  my  duu^  thoi^  I  acknowledge  mjwM  a  miseraUe  simier 
before  God ;  but  only  for  die  defence  of  die  trndn  of  Jesna  Christ, 
aet  foidi  in  die  Old  and  New  Testaments.  I  piaise  God  that  ha 
hath  called  me,  amongdierestof  hi*  servants,  to  seal  his  troth  widi 
my  life;  and  as  I  have  receiTed  it  of  Um,  so  I  willingly  offer  it  ep 
for  his  glory,  l^erefore,  as  ye  wonld  escape  eternal  dead^  be  no 
longer  sedooed  by  the  lies  ai  hislu^M,  abbots,  ftiars,  monks,  and 
the  rest  of  that  sect  of  Antichrist,  but  draend  only  opon  Jeaoa 
Christ  and  Ida  mercy,  that  So  ye  may  t»e  delirered  from  condeainv 
tHm." — ^Daring  tins  speedb,  lend  murmnis  and  lamentatisBS  were 
heard  among  the  nnddtnde,  some  admiring  die  padence,  boldness, 
and  conatancy  of  the  martyr>  othars  eompiaining  of  the  hard  roeaaares 
and  cmdty  of  hia  persecators.  £fonring  wpokea  as  abOTe,  he  again 
prayed  a  ntde  wlule,  and  was  then  £awn  np,  and  bound  to  die 
atske.  Thefirebeing  kindled,  he  cried, '*  Lord,  hare merov on  met 
Pkmy,  pray,  good  people,  while  there  is  dme ;"  and  thns  chaorfidly 
yielded  np  his  sonl  into  the  hands  of  his  <3od,  on  the  26di  of  April, 
1558;  being,  as  he  himself  sakl,  in  the  w|^toy  seeond  year  of  his 

8o  rnndi  did  his  fortkade  and  eenstaaey  affect  the  peapLsy  that 


^ey  heaped  np  a  great  pile  of  atones  on  the  place  where  he  was 
boned,  diat  the  memory  of  his  deadi  might  be  pieserred ;  but  the 
priests  gare  orders  to  have  it  taken  down  and  carried  away,  do- 
nonncing  a  earae  on  any  who  should  lay  stones  there  again.  This 
anathema,  however,  was  so  little  regarded,  that  what  was  thrown 
down  in  die  day-dine,  waa  raised  again  dnring  the  night,  till  at  last 
the  Papists  earned  away  die  stones  to  build  houses  about  the  town, 
which  they  did  with  all  posriUe  secrecv. 

The  death  of  this  martyr  bron^  about  the  downfoll  of  Popery 
in  Scotland;  for  the  people  in  general,  itere  so  much  inflamed,  that, 
ffoaolring  openly  to  profess  the  truth,  they  bound  themsdyes  by 
promises,  wad  snbscripdons  of  oadis,  that  before  they  would  be 
thos  abnaed  any  longer,  diey  would  take  up  arms,  and  resist  the 
Papal  tyranny ;  wfaidi  at  last  they  woe  con^ialled  to  do  before  the 
waa  eaaapletely  establiahed. 


JAMES  STUABT,  BABL  OF  MOBAT. 


.  Tna  noUaman  was  the  natural  son  of  King  James  V.  and  con^ 
aaqnantly,  natural  brother  to  Mary  Queen  of  Scots.  In  his  infoocy. 
he  was  placed  nndcr  the  celebrated  Buchanan,  who  instilled  sudi 
spies  into  his  mind,  as,  by  the  dirine  Ueiising,  made  him  an 
nr  to  the  Scottish  nadon. 
Ha  was  the  principal  agent  in  proQOtinK  the  wmrk  of  nfonnadoB 
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firom  Popery.  So  early  as  the  year  1555,  he  attended  the  preachings 
of  John  Knox  at  Calder,  and  expressed  a  wish  that  his  doctrine  had 
heen  more  public ;  which  was  an  open  profession  of  his  love  and 
seal  for  the  tme  religion. 

He  went  over  to  France,  with  some  other  noblraaen,  at  the  time 
of  his  sister's  marriage  with  the  Danphin.  Here  some  of  his  com- 
panions were  supposed  to  have  been  poisoned,  for  they  died  sud« 
denly:  He  esci^ed,  however,  by  the  interposition  of  a  kind 
Providence,  but  retained  a  weak  and  disordered  stomach  all  his 
Hie ;  yet  this  did  not  unfit  him  for  thoso  services  "vdiidi  he  after- 
wards did  to  religion  and  lus  country. 

In  the  year  1556,  he  and  Argyle  wrote  to  Knox,  then  at  Geneva^ 
to  return  to  Scotland,  in  order  to  forUier  the  reformation.  Ac- 
cordingly, after  having  been  detained  some  time  at  Dieppe,  Knox 
returned  in  the  year  1559,  and  went  to  Perth,  where  the  reforming* 
congregation  resorted  to  him.  This  coming  to  the  ears  of  the  Queoi 
Regent,  she  sent  the  Earl  of  Argyle,  and  Lord  James,  (for  that  was 
Moray's  title  at  the  time,)  together  with  Lord  Semple,  to  know  the 
object  of  so  great  an  assembly.  Knox  returned  for  answer,  requesting 
them  to  tell  her,  "  That  they  whom  she  persecuted  were  the  servants 
of  G^,  that  her  enterprise  would  not  prosper  in  the  end|  seeing  that 
she  intended  to  fight  against  Grod,  and  that  he  was  a  more  sure  friend 
to  her  than  they  who  flattered  her."  Upon  this,  she  summoned  them 
to  depart  from  the  town ;  but,  afterwards,  hearing  of  the  daily  in* 
crease  of  their  numbers,  she  gave  them  leave  to  depart  peaoeablyi 
with  many  fair  promises  that  they  should  meet  with  no  fiuther 
molestation.  They  accordingly  obeyed,  and  left  the  town ;  but  they 
had  no  sooner  done  so,  then  die*  with  her  fVenoh  guards  entered 
it  in  a  most  outrageous  manner,  teBing  the  inhabituits  that  no  fiutb 
should  be  kept  with  heretics.  This  flagrant  breach  of  promise  pro- 
voked Lord  James  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  left  the  Queen,  and 
joined  the  Lords  of  the  congregation,  as  they  were  henceforth 
called.  The  Queen  having  got  intelligence  of  this,  sent  a  threaten- 
ing letter  to  Um  and  Argyle,  (for  they  stuck  together  on  ahnost 
all  occasions,)  commanding  them  to  return,  but  to  no  purpose^  iot 
t^ey  went  to  Fife,  and  there  began  to  throw  down  and  remove  the 
monuments  of  idolatry :  They  continued  here  for  some  time,  to- 
gether with  the  forces  whidi  flodced  to  their  standard;  and  after  in 
viun  attemptidl^  to  procure  a  lasting  and  honourable  peace  with  the 
Regent,  they  conducted  the  army  of  the  congregation,  and  laid 
siege  to  the  town  of  Perth.  At  length,  having  become  masters  of 
this  important  place,  and  being  informed  that  the  Queen  intended  to 
go  to  Stirling,  in  order  to  secure  it. by  a  garrison,  they  went  off  finom 
Perth  late  in  the  night,  and  entering  Stirling,  with  Uieir  associates, 
before  her,  they  immediately  demolished  the  monasteries,  and  puiged 
tiie  churches  of  idolatry.  Such  was  the  zeal  of  these  worthy  noUe- 
men  for  the  interest  of  the  reformed  religion  in  Scotland. 

From  Stirling  they  marched  to  l^nburgh,  destroying  the  super- 
stitious relics  of  idolatrv  in  Linlithgow,  by  the  way ;  «nd  by  theae 
summary  proceedings  alarmed  the  Regent  so  much,  that  her  seal  for 
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the  Ronnsh  faitli  gave  way  to  her  fears  about  her  ciyiI  authority. 
To  make  the  conduct  of  these  reformers  odious  to  the  unthinking 
part  of  the  nation,  she  gave  out  that  they  were  in  open  rebellion 
agidnst  her ;  that  they  made  a  pretence  of  religion,  but  that  the 
real  design  was  to  set  Lord  James  gn  the  throne,  there  being,  now, 
no  male  heir  to  the  crown.  But  notwithstanding  the  industry,  and 
eren  the  success  with  which  these  reports  were  propagated,  the 
Liords  of  the  congregation  having  secured  the  capital,  and  having 
spent  some  time  in  fruitless  negociation,  towards  a  peace  with  the 
R^ent,  who  had  retired  to  Dunbar,  proceeded  at  length  to  establish 
the  reformed  worship  in  one  of  the  churches.  After  this,  being 
somewhat  alarmed  by  her  rapid  and  unexpected  approach  to  Edin- 
bmgh,  they  prepared,  with  the  utmost  intrepidity,  to  oppose  her 
progress ;  but  a  treaty  being  concluded,  they  forthwith  retired  to 
Stirling.  Here  they  entered  into  a  new  bond,  expressive  of  the 
sospidon  which,  perhaps  on  just  grounds,  they  entertained  of  the 
Regent;  a  proceeding  which  again  gave  currency  and  colour  to  the 
inmnuations  which  had  been  spread,  as  to  the  alleged  ambitious  and 
^  woridly  nature  of  their  designs.  These  insinuations  she  found  means 
to  transmit  to  Lord  James  himself,  in  a  letter,  said  to  be  forged,  in 
tiie  names  of  Frauds  and  Mary,  the  King  and  Queen  of  France,  in 
which  he  was  further  upbruded  with  ingratitude  for  the  favours 
which  they  pretended  they  had  shown  Imn,  and  entreated  to  lay 
down  his  arms,  and  return  to  his  allegiance.  To  this  letter,  (not- 
withstanding there  were  strong  reasons  to  suspect  it  was  forged,) 
be  returned  a  resolute  answer,  declaring  that  he  was  not  conscious 
to  himself  either  in  word  or  deed,  of  any  offence  either  against  the 
Regent  or  the  laws ;  but  seeing  the  nobility  had  undertaken  the 
ref<HTnation  of  religion,  which  had  been  long  delayed,  and  seeing 
they  aimed  at  nothing  but  the  glory  of  God ;  he  was  willing  to  bear 
tiie  reproach  which  the  enemies  of  religion  would  load  him  with ; 
nor  would  it  be  just  in  him  to  desert  a  cause  which  had  Christ  him*'  :; 

self  for  its  head  and  defender,  seeing,  unless  they  would  voluntarily  '  j 

deny  Him,  they  could  not  give  up  the  enterprise  in  which  they 
were  embariced.  x} 

While  these  transactions  were  going  forward,  and  the  Lords  of  / 

.the  Congregation  had  again  come  to  Edinburgh,  there  were  landed  ^ 

in  Leith,  at  different  times,  to  the  number  of  3000  French  soldiers  1 

in  support  of  the  Regent ;  between  whom  and  her  opponents  there  -g|, 

were  several  skirmishes,  though  with  little  success  on  either  side.  Ti 

The   Lords,  however,  having  again  retired  to  Stirling,  left  the  i 

French,  for  a  time  indeed,  masters  of  the  field,  but  not  without  ap-  ^ 

prehensions  of  danger  from  the  arrival  of  an  English  fleet,  which 
was  then  expected.    They  accordingly  went  over  to  ^F^fe,  spreading  ^ 

devasta^n  every  where  around  them,  without  resistance ;  in  refer- 
ence to  wlueh  the. Queen  R^ent  thus  expressed  herself:  "  Where 
k  John  Knox's  God  now?  my  G^  is  stronger,  even  now  in  I^lfe." 
Bat  this  impious  boast  did  not  last  long,  for  Argyle  and  Lord  James 
went  inmaedJately  to  the  town  of  Dysart,  to  stop  their  career  along 
tile  coast.     The  French  wore  4000  strong,  besides  the  Scots  who 
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adhered  to  them ;  the  anny  of  the  congregmtion  was  not  more  than 
600  in  number,  yet  they  behaved  with  such  courage  and  resolution^ 
as  for  twenty  days  successively  to  £BLce  their  adversaries ;  and  for 
each  man  they  lost  in  the  skirmish,  the  French  lest  four.  As  aa 
evidence  of  the  uncommon  attention  which  these  two  noblemen  be* 
stowed  on  this  business,  they  never  put  off  their  clothes  during  the 
whole  time,  and  slept  but  little.  These  eventa  took  place  in  the 
year  1559. 

In  the  month  of  June,  the  following  year,  the  Queen  Reg«it» 
and  a  little  after  her,  Fnmcis  King  of  France,  died ;  and  thu%  Scot- 
land was  delivered  horn  the  foreign  troops.  About  this  time,  also^ 
Lord  James  went  over  to  France,  to  visit  his  sister  Mary,  after 
having  settled  the  afiairs  of  Scotland  as  w^  as  he  could.  He  was 
attended  by  a  splendid  retinue,  but  appears  to  have  met  with  but  a 
cold  reception.  After  several  conversations  with  the  Queen,  she 
told  him,  that  she  intended  to  return  home.  During  his  stay  at 
Paris,  he  eiqperienced  many  insults,  on  account  of  his  Inown  attach* 
ment  to  the  reformed  fiedth.  A  box,  containing  some  valuables,  waa 
stolen  from  him ;  several  persons  were  hired  to  assassinate  him  in 
the  street ;  of  this  latter  danger  he  was  apprized  by  an  old  friend  of 
his  own,  but  not  before  he  was  almost  involved  in  it,  being  sur« 
rounded  by  a  rabble  calling  out,  Hugenoty  Huffemji^  and  throwing 
stones ;  he,  however,  made  his  way  through  Uiem  on  honeback. 
Soon  aft;er  this,  he  left  Paris,  and  returned  in  May  1561,  with  a 
commission  from  the  Queen,  {^pointing  him  Regent  until  her  return, 
which  was  in  August  following;  when,  as  Knox  expresses  it^ 
'<  Dolour  and  darkness  came  along  with  her ;"  for  though  justice  and 
equity  were  yet  administered,  and  crimes  were  punished,  because  the 
administration  of  civil  affiurs  was  yet  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Jamea, 
who,  for  his  management  of  public  concons  was  beloved  by  all,  ye( 
upon  the  Queen's  arrival,  French  levity  and  dissipation  soon  eox^ 
mpted  the  couit  to  a  very  great  degree. 

About  this  time,  a  band  of  moss-teoopers  broke  in  upon  the  bor* 
ders  of  Scotland,  committing  very  alarming  depredations,  by  robbing 
and  murdering  all  that  came  in  their  way.  The  Queen  sent  Lor4 
James  with  a  small  force  to  oppose  them,  not  with  ^e  intentieo  that 
he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  acquiring  military  reputation,  but 
to  expose  him  to  duSger,  that,  if  possible,  she  might  get  rid  of  him 
his  popularity  having  made  her  uneasy,  and  his  fidelity  and  boldneaa 
in  reproving  her  faults,  and  withstanding  her  tyrannical  measure^ 
marking  him  out  still  more  as  the  object  of  her  hatred  and  di^^ust. 
But,  contrary  to  the  expectations  of  many,  God  so  |»ospered  him  in 
this  expedition,  that  in  a  short  time,  he  brought  twenty-eight  ring- 
leaders of  the  band  to  puUic  execution,  and  obliged  the  rest  to  give 
hostages  for  their  better  behaviour  in  time  to  come.  Thus,  havKOg 
returned  crowned  with  laurels,  he  was,  immediately  after,  created 
Eari  of  Marr ;  and  in  the  Februanr  foUowii^,  he  was  made  Earl  of 
Moray,  with  the  universal  approiNiUon  of  all  good  men.  Scmie 
thoog^  Uiis  act  of  the  Queen  was  intended  by  list  to  conciliate  Us 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  £ABL  QP  MOBAT.  4S 

aiEMlionBy  afld  htkig  Vm  ofet  to  her  pirly*  B«l  mriowktdly,  ihm 
konoora  it  oonferred,  were,  on  liia  part,  well  merited. 

About  Iku  tuBe»  lie  manried  a  daaghter  of  the  Earl  of  MaiisiAdt 
aooor^nS  te  Kbok;  aooording  to  Bnrfianaw,  of  the  Earl  of  Mareiu 
The  nMucriage  was  celebrated  pnUid j  in  the  Ghnroh  of  Edinborgh. 
After  the  marriage  was  orer,  the  preacher,  who  wia  Knox,  laid  to 
hira»  ^  Sa^  the  Church  of  God  hath  receiTed  oomfort  by  yon,  and  by 
your  labours  nnto  Ais  day;  if  yon  prove  more  fiunt  therein  after- 
ward, it  will  be  said  that  yonr  wife  hath  changed  your  nature." 

It  maybe  obeerred,  that,  hitherto,  the  nobiKty  appeared  rery 
mnch  nnked  in  thenr  measures  for  piomoting  die  interest  of  religion. 
This,  howerer,  was  soon  at  an  end;  for  the  noUemen  at  Conrt 
breaking  out  into  factions ;  the  general  interest  was,  in  some  degree, 
lost  sight  of.  The  Earl  of  Bothwell,  envying  the  prospmity  of 
Moray,  stirred  up  a  feud  between  him  and  the  Hamiltons.  This  in- 
creased to  such  a  height,  that  they  laid  a  plot  against  his  life,  wiiich 
Bothwdl  took  in  hand  to  execute,  while  Moray  was  withUie  Queen, 
his  sister,  at  EidUand.  Meantime  the  Earl  of  Arraa,  delestiiig  such 
a  deed,  sent  a  letter  privatdy  to  Bloray,  disooTering  the  ifHiole  eon- 
sptraqr ;  and  thus  he  escaped  the  meditated  eriL  BothweQ  flied 
from  justice  into  FVanoe ;  but  his  onissaries  were  not  less  active  in 
his  absence,  than  ihey  had  been,  while  he  headed  them  in  person. 
Another  design  was  fonned  against  the  Eaii's  life,  while  he  was 
with  the  Queen  at  Dumbarton.    But  this  also  proved  inefieotnaL 

Soon  after,  the  Queen  received  letters  from  the  Pope,  and  her 
uncles,  the  Guises  of  France,  requesting  her  to  put  the  Eari  out  <^ 
the  way,  because  they  found  by  experience,  that  their  interest  in 
Scotland  could  not  prosper  wluJe  he  was  alive.  Upon  this,  the  fao- 
tioB  against  him  became  more  insolent,  and  appeared  in  arms.  They 
were  at  first  suppressed^  but  soon  assembled  again,  to  the  number  a( 
eight  hnndred  men,  with  the  Earl  of  Huntly  at  their  head.  Thisnoble- 
man,  actoBted  not  merely  by  hatred  to  Moray,  but  incensed  by  the 
Queen's  refusal  to  pardon  hu  son,  who  had  been  guilty  of  an  assault 
on  Lord  Ogilvie,  rose  with  his  followers  into  open  rebellion. 
Moray,  who  was  then  in  the  north  with  the  Queen,  immediately 
inarched  against  them,  and  was  obliged  to  face  them,  widi  little 
more  force,  in  which  he  could  confi^  than  a  hundred  cavalry; 
yet,  n6twithsti|nding  this  disparity,  by  the  Divine  blessing,  he  ob- 
tained a  csomplete  victory,  killing  of  them  a  hundred  and  twenty, 
and  taking  a  hundred  joiners,  mduding  Huntly  and  his  two  sons ; 
and  that  too,  it  is  said,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  mani  -  He  re- 
tnmed  late  in  the  nighty  witii  die  prisoners  to  Aberdeen,  where  he 
had  appointed  a  minister  of  die  Gospel  to  meet  him,  and  had  thanks 
fetnrned  to  God  for  a  deliveranoe,  which  exceeded  the  expectationa 
of  all  men. 

The  Eail  of  Bodiwell  having  returned  from  France,  Moray  ac- 
cused him  of  his  foimer  treasonable  pracdoes,  and  commenced  a 
process  at  law,  against  him.  Bothwell  could  not  stand  an  open 
icmtiny,  hot  confkiendy  relied  upon  the  Queen's  favour.  Tins,  he 
was  aware,  he  possessed fai  avery  high  degree;  and  it  seemed  to  in- 
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I  in  neady  the  «iiie  proportion  as  her  enmity  to  Moray,  on  ac- 
count of  his  popolarity,  was  augtnentecL  This  led  her  to  join  the 
more  warmly  with  Bothwell,  in  the  consfMracy  against  lug  fife.  A 
new  plot  was  the  result  of  their  joint  deUherations,  and  was  to 
be  executed  in  the  following  manner :  Moray  was  to  be  sent  for, 
with  only  a  few  attendants,  to  meet  with  the  Queen  at  Perdi, 
where  also  Lord  Damley,  then,  in  suit  to  her  for  maniage,  was  at 
the  time.  They  knew  dmt  Moray  would  speak  his  mind  ire^j ; 
from  this  a  quarrel  was  to  ensue ;  and  in  the  heat  of  it,  David 
Rizzio  was  to  strike  a  blow,  i;diich  all  the  rest  were  to  follow  np. 
But  of  this  design  also,  he  got  previous  intellig^ice  by  a  friend  at 
Court ;  neverdieless,  he  resolved  to  go,  but  being  strong^  advised 
to  the  contrary,  he  turned  aside  to  his  mother's  house,  and  there 
stayed  till  the  storm  was  over. 

Foreseeing  what  would  be  the  consequence  of  the  Queen's  mar- 
riage with  Damley,  the  Earl  set  himself  resolutely  to  oppose  it; 
but  finding  little  attention  paid  to  what  he  ui^ed  on  the  suojeet  in 
the  Convention  of  Estates,  he  chose  rather  to  absent  himself  for 
some  time ;  and  accordingly  retired  to  the  border,  nHiere  he  remained 
until  that  event  was  consummated. 

The  deeply  tragical  incidents  which  succeeded,  disgusted  him 
more  and  more,  at  the  Court.  With  these  the  pid)lic  are  well  ac- 
quainted. The  murder  of  Damley,  and  Mary's  idRter  marriage  with 
the  assassin  of  her  husband,  has  occasioned  too  much  speculation  of 
late  years,  not  to  be  known  to  every  one  in  the  least  acquainted 
with  Scottish  history.  Moray  now  found  it  impossible  to  five  at  a 
Court  where  his  implacable  enemy  was  so  highly  honoured.  Both- 
well  insulted  him  opeuly.  He  therefore,  asked  leave  of  the  Queen 
to  travel  abroad ;  and  she,  being  willing  to  get  rid  of  him  at  all  events, 
events,  granted  \aB  desire,  upon  his  promising  not  to  make  any  stay 
in  England.  He  went  to  FVance,  and  remuned  there,  till  he  heard 
that  she  was  in  custody  at  Lochleven,  and  that  Bothwell  had  fled 
to  Denmark.  He  then  retumed  home ;  and  by  the  joint  consent  of 
the  Queen  and  nobles,  in  1567,  was  made  Regent,  during  the  young 
King's  minority. 

He  entered  on  the  exerdse  o(  his  office  .as  Regent,  in  the  spring 
following,  and  resolved  to  make  a  tour  through  die  whole  kingdom, 
to  settle  the  courts  of  justice,  to  repair  wrongs,  and  to  institute  im- 
provements. *  But  his  adversaries,  the  HamUtons,  perceiving  that, 
by  his  prudence  and  diligence,  the  interests  of  reUgion  would  be 
revived,  than  whidi  nothing  could  be  more  'disagreeable  to  them, 
being  dissipated  and  licentious  to  an  extreme  degree,  never  ceased 
crying  out  against  his  public  administa^ation.  They  fixed  up  labels 
in  different  places,  full  of  dark  insinuations,  that  his  destruction  was 
meditating.  It  was  told  him,  he  would  not  live  beyond  a  certain  day; 
by  which  it  appeared,  there  were  designs  formed  against  him.  All 
this,  however,  had  no  effect  upon  his  resolution ;  his  common  reply 
was,  *<  That  he  must  die  one  time  or  other,  and  that  he  could  not  part 
with  his  life  more  nobly,  than  by  procuring  the  public  tranquillity 
of  his  native  country."     Sir  James  MelviU,  in  his  Memoirs,  has  in* 
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dsed  inBiinntody  that  Mmmy  had  raasoii,  firom  his  eondncty  whfla 
R^rent,  to  expect  disaffection ;  and  that  though  originally  of  a  gen- 
tle natiiiei  rebgiously  educated,  and  wise  and  good,  yet,  when  ad- 
vanced to  thi^  high  station,  he  became,  bv  means  of  flatterers, 
proad  and  rongh  in  his  proeeedings  ;*  aad  that  this,  together  with 
his  remissness  in  his  own  preservation,  contributed  to  his  deadu 
Knox  and  Buchanan,  however,  put  a  very  different  gloss  upon  the 
matter,  and  r^resent  his  diaracter,  both  before  and  during  his  Re- 
gency, in  a  light  die  very  opposite  of  this. 

Anumg  other  measures,  towards  public  improvement,  he  caused 
a  eonvoition  of  Estates  to  meet  at  Glasgow,  for  the  redress  of  some 
grievsDoes,  which  that  part  of  the  country  particularly  laboured  un- 
der.f  But  while  thus  engaged,  he  received  inteUigencr^  that  the 
Queen  had  esaqped  from  Lochleven  castle,  and  was  come  to  Hamil- 
ton, and  that  there  iier  adherents  were  assembling  with  the  utmdst 
haste.  Upon  this,  a  warm  dispute  arose  in  the  council,  whether  he 
and  his  attendants  should  repair  to  the  young  King  at  Stirling,  or 
stay  and  observe  the  motions  of  tiie  Queen  and  her  party.  But,  in 
the  Tery  midst  of  these  deliberations,  being  infiHrmed  that  a  hundred 
chosen  men  had  arrived  in  town  from  Lotluan,  and  tiiat  many  more 
friHn  the  acyaceat  country  were  af^roaching,  it  was  resolved  they 


*  Of  the  tra^  of  this  aDegation,  the  reader  may  be  allowed  to  judge  for  him- 
■elf,  after  he  has  perused  the  foOowing  Note,  which  embodlea  the  leiitimenta  of 
a  liriqg  anthor  unqueetioDably  of  the  higheet  authority  oo  all  topiea  rdattng  to 
the  Eedeaiastical  History  of  Scotland. 

t  Tbou^  Moray  was  dlstinguiahed  hy  hit  tkiU  and  braTtry  as  a  soldier,  he 
was  no  less  so  as  a  civil  magistrate,  ever  attentive  to  the  municipal  affedrs  of  the 
Kii%dom,  and  studious  of  what  might  tend  to  the  comfort  and  personal  security 
of  da  the  sttfajects.  **  He  united,  in  no  ordinary  degree,  those  qualities  which  are 
nvely  romiriwied  in  the  same  indiridoal,  and  which  make  up  the  diaracter  of  an 
•eeeaipUibfld  prinosi  Ezodling  equally  in  tike  arts  of  war  and  pease,  he  reduced 
the  country  to  universal  obedience  to  the  King*s  authority,  by  his  military  skill 
and  valour,  and  preserved  it  in  a  state  of  tranquillity  and  order,  by  the  wise  and 
impartial  administration  of  justice.  Sucoeesfol  in  all  his  warlike  enterprlMS,  he 
never  onee  tamidied  tike  lanreh  of  victory,  by  cruelty  or  unnfcesaary  rigour  to 
the  vanquialMd.  He  knew  how  to  maintain  the  authority  of  the  laws,  and 
hridls  the  Ueeotioiis,  by  salutary  ssverity,  and  at  the  same  time  to  temper  the 
rigour  of  justioe  by  the  interposition  of  mercy.  He  used  to  sit  personally  in  the 
courts  of  judicsturei,  and  exerted  himself  to  obtain  for  all  the  sul^ects  an  easy  and 
expeditious  dedrion  of  litigated  causes.  His  uncommon  liberality  to  his  friends^ 
•o  the  learned,  and  to  his  servants;  and  his  unostentatious  charity  to  the  poor, 
have  been  edehrated  by  one  who  had  the  best  opportunities  of  becoming  acquaint- 
ed with  them.  (Buchanan,  oper.  p.  385.  Rud.)  Nor  has  the  breath  of  calumny, 
which  has  laboured  in  many  ways  to  blast  his  reputation,  ever  insinuated  that  ho 
opprsawd  or  burdened  the  public,  during  his  regency,  to  enrich  himself  or  fiunily.'* 
(M'OrieM  Life  o/JSmox,;  Thispicture,  I  beOeve,  is  strikingly  just.  The  Origi- 
nal  bdonged  to  the  bigotted,  floody,  infetuated  house  ot  Stuart,  not  indeed  In  tho 
Hae  of  lawful  marriage ;  but  he  was  almost  the  only  one  bdonging  to  that  raci^ 
ftsaa  the  days  of  James  the  first  of  Sootlaod,  whom  we  can  regard  with  respeet. 

W.  M«G. 

SeoTs  Wo^Tuiss,  No.  4,.  D 
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ftluraldite]r  whera  Itef  wa^  mb^  ^bi&mArm  ft>r  ft  AljTi  ittdllMte 
mardi  out  and  hoe  the  eiieMDy. 

The  Queen's  anny,  hmng  6500  strong:,  teioltied  t»  mtikh  tMr 
way  by  Glasgow,  to  lodge  lier  b  the  cattle  of  DtinlbAnon ;  and  af- 
terwank  either  to  fight  tihe  Regent  of  protmiit  llie  war  at  pleasnre. 
The  Regent,  heing  let  into  this  des^  of  llie  cmemy,  drew  hb  ftrmy, 
oonsisting  m  all  of  about  4000  nen,  out  of  the  town,  to  obs^re 
which  way  they  intended  to  poas.  Having  <fiscoY^*ed  that  the 
Queen's  army  were  passing  along  llie  south  side  of  the  river  Gyde, 
Moray  conunaaded  iIm  foot  to  pass  ^  bridge,  and  the  horse  to 
ford  the  river,  and  marehed  out  to  a  small  vilnge  called  Langsidd, 
upon  the  riv<w  €art  He  thwe  took  possession  of  a  rising  ground, 
bef<Mre  the  enemy  oould  wdl  observe  his  nitenilOn,  and  drew  up  iti 
order  of  baittle.  The  Earia  of  Morton,  Semjae,  Hume  and  PMtick 
Lindsay,  were  placed  on  the  right ;  the  Eaiis  ^  Mafn  Gloncainiy 
Monteith,  Whk  the  citizens  of  Glaagow,  wer^d  on  die  left,  and  the 
musqueteers  in  ike  valley  bdow*  "nie  Queen's  army  approaekhi^, 
4  bruk  but  short  engagement  eoMied.  The  Barl  ef  Argjie^  who 
was  oouttnaader^in-diief,  having  ftikn  ham  his  hors^  th^  Qaeen% 
troops,  soon  bmn  to  f^ve  way,  so  lliat  the  iUvent  obtained  aoMU- 
nlete  victory ;  but  by  his  doMHt  eovdmet,  were  was  very  liMfe 
blood  spilt,  in  the  pursut.  The  Queen,  ^o  all  the  while  renudn- 
ed  with  some  horse,  at  about  the  distance  of  a  nule  from  the  place 
of  action,  seemg  the  rout,  escaped,  and  fled  toward  England.  The 
Regent  returned  to  Gla^w,  and  there  offered  public  thanks  to 
God  for  this  happy  deliverance  from  l^opery  Mid  Papists,  who  had 
thus  threatened  to  overturn  the  woric  of  refonnation  in  the  land. 
The  battle  was  fought  upon  the  IStb  of  May,  1568w 

After  this,  the  Regent  summbned  a  Pturliament  to  meet  at  Edin- 
burgh ;  which  the  Queen's  party  liaboured  to  hinder  with  all  their 
power.  Mean-time,  letters  were  received  from  the  Queen  of  Eiqp- 
land,  requiring  them  to  put  ofF  Uie  meeting  of  Parliaaient  until  «bd  . 
was  made  acquainted  with  the  ^ole  matter ;  for  die  eo^di(IOt,she 
said,  overlook  the  aifront  which  she  alhsged  her  khnwoman  had  re- 
ceived from  her  subjects. — Hie  Parliament,  however,  assembled ; 
and,  after  much  reasoning,  it  was  resolved,  to  send  commissioBoaB 
to  Enj^d  to  vindicate  tbeir  conduct.  But  none  1)eiiig  wiUiag^  -to 
undertake  the  business,  the  Regent  resolved  upon  going  himsdf;lind 
accordingly  chose  three  gentlemeii,  two  ministers,  two  lawy^  to- 
gether wiui  the  celebrat^  George  Buchanan,  to  accompany  him ; 
and,  with  a  guard  of  a  hundred  borse,  Uiey  set  oi^  and  arrived  at 
Vork,  the  i^pointed  j^ace  of  conference,  on  thto  4th  <^  October. 
After  eeve^  meetings  with  ^e  EngUsli  comnaassibners  to  litlio 
•purpose,  Elixabeth  invited  the  Recent  to  London,  that,  by  personal 
conversation  with  him,  she  might  be  better  satisfied  about  the  sCito 
df  affairs  in  Scotland.  But  here  the  same  difficulties  stood  in  -hia 
way  as  at  York ;  he  refused  to  enter  upon  the  accusation  of  his  Sal- 
ter, the  Queen  of  Scots,  unless,  provided  she  was  ftwnd  goBtf* 
Etizabeth  would  engage  to  protect  the  King's  party. 

But  while  matters  were  was  remaining  hi  suApeuae  at  Louflon, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


•       THK  BJkRL  OF  MOJaAT.  «i 

Muj  liad  stirred  up  »  new  coiBBiotioa.  ia  SoQitfmBidi  %  ftwns  #{ 
one  of  her  agents,  Jasiet  Balfour ;  90  thiiltlie  R^emt  fowd  bimsetf 
exoeedii^y  embamaaedt  and  th^nefoi^e  les^yed  tp  hriw  f^e  natr 
ter  lo  a  condusion,  as  soon  as  possible.  After  several  pfttenrievrs 
with  the  Qneen  and  Cknubcil^  in  which  he  and  his  party  snpp^rted 
the  ancient  rights  of  their  country,  .apd  wiped  off  the  aspersions 
which  had  be^  throwi^  on  tbemselTes,  a  decision  was  given  in  their 
HEiToar ;  and  the  Regent  nstumed  home  loaded  with  honours  by 
Elizabeth,  attended  by  the  most  illustrkius  of  the  Ei^lish  Courts  and 
escorted  by  a  strong  guard  to  Berwick.  He  anived  at  Edinburgh 
on  the  2d  of  Febrnary,  and  was  xecrived,  partjpularly  by  thefrifyads. 
of  true  religion,  with  acdamatj^yis  pf  j.oy. 

During  his  administratiom,  noany  sfdiU^ry  laws  were  eqacted,  i^ 
favour  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  which  i^ndmd  Wm  more  itnd 
more  the  object  of  Popish  malice.  At  last  th#y  resolvied  i«t  all  eveut» 
to  takeaway  his  life :  the  many  unsuceepsfol  attempts  formerly  mads^ 
having  oidy  served  to  render  them  more  bo}d  and  darii^.  Though 
the  Queen  wap  now  at  a  distance,  she  still  found  meai^  to  encpur- 
1^  her  partv ;  and  perh^^s  the  hope  of  a^  length  dc4iTeriag  ber« 
gave  strength  tp  thi^ir  ^^-caolution^  Accordii^y,  James  Hamilton 
of  Bothwdl-hauffh,  nepjiew  to  the  Archbishop  P^  ^^  Andrews,  in- 
cited by  his  uncle  aud  others,  undertook  to  make  away  with  the 
Regent,  when  a  coavenient  ^portuaity  dbould  offerji  He  first  lay 
in  wait  for  him  at  Glasgow,  and  then  at  Stirling ;  but  both  oppor- 
tunities having  j^led  bun,  hp  at  length  determined  on  Lialithgowj 
as  tiie  most  iirQ|ter  plfice  for  perpetrating  the  execrable  deed.  His 
vnde  had  a  nonse  near  the  Regent's,  in  which  he  concealed  himself, 
that  he  might  be  in  readiness.  Of  this  design,  also,  the  Regent 
had  go^  intelligence,  but  paid  not  that  regard  to  the  danger  he  was 
exposed  to,  whidi  he  ought,  and  would  go  no  other  way  than  that 
in  which  it  was  suspected  the  ambush  was  laid.  He  trusted  to  the 
fleetness  of  his  horse  in  riding  past  the  suspected  place ;  but  the  great 
oonoourse  ofpeople,  who  prowded  together  to  see  him,  stopped  up 
the  way.  Inis  gave  time  to  Hamilton  to  take  his  um,  which, 
fram  a  wooden  balcony  that  concealed  faim*  he  took,  wi&  ^Ktal 
dfect  The  Regent  was  shot  through  the  belly.  The  bdl  after- 
waxda  ptruck  aa^  killed  the  hone  of  Sir  George  Doughis  beside 
hfaa.  The  assassin  immediately  escaped  by  a  bade  door.  The  Re- 
gent mentioned  to  his  attendants  that  be  was  wounded,  and  room- 
ed to  his  lodgiagi.  It  was  at  fiiit  thought  the  wound  was  not  nuM> 
till;  but  his  pain  inpreasing,  he  began  to  thmk  of  death.  Some 
about  him  said,  that  this  was  the  fruit  of  his  lenity^  in  sparing 
so  many  notorious  offenders,  and  among  the  rest  his  own  muraerer: 
but  he  replied,  *'  Your  importunity  sh^  not  make  me  repent  my 
dea^ency,** — Having  settled  his  private  affairs,  he  committed  the 
OBM  of  the  "^  young  King  to  the  noUes  then  present ;  and  without 
speaking  a  reproachful  word  of  any  individual,  he  departed  this  life 
on  the  evening  of  Saturday  the  2Sd  of  January,  1570,  the  same  day 
en  which  he  was  wounde^. 

Unas  fell  the  Earl  of  Moray,  after  he  had  escaped  so  many  daa- 
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E-a.  He  WM  oerteiiily  an  able  gOTernor,  and  an  estimable  man. 
til  Budianan  and  SpotdswoMi,  thongk  they  differ  in  many 
things,  hare  given  him  the  highest  character.  <<  His  death,"  says 
Baohiman,  ''  was  lamented  by  all  good  men,  who  loved  him  as  ^e 
common  father  of  his  country :  even  his  enemies  confessed  his  merit 
when  dead.  They  admired  his  valonr  in  war,  his  ready  diq»ositioa 
for  peace,  his  activity  in  business,  in  whidi  he  was  commoidy  v&rj 
successful :  the  Divine  favour  seemed  to  slnne  on  all  his  actions ; 
he  was  merciful  to  offenders,  and  e<|uitaUe  in  all  his  dedsions. 
When  the  field  did  not  call  for  his  presence,  he  was  busied  in  the 
administration  of  justice ;  by  whidi  means  the  poor  were  not  op- 
pressed, and  the  terms  of  lawsuits  were  shortened.  His  house  was 
like  a  holy  temple :  after  meals  he  caused  a  cluster  oi  the  Bible  to 
be  read,  and  asked  the  opinions  of  such  learned  men  as  were  pre- 
sent, upon  it ;  not  out  of  vain  curiosity,  but  from  a  desire  to  learn, 
and  reduce  to  practice  what  it  contained."*  In  a  word,  be  was, 
both  in  his  public  and  private  life,  a  pattern  worthy  of  imitation ; 
and  happy  would  it  be  for  us,  that  our  nobles  were  more  disposed 
to  walk  in  the  paths  in  whidi  he  trode : — for,  "  above  all  his  vir- 
tues," says  Spottiswood,  ''  which  were  not  a  few,  he  shone  in  piety 
towards  God,  ordering  himself  and  his  family  in  sudi  a  way,  as  did 
more  resemble  a  chnrdi  than  a  court ;  for  therein,  besides  the  exer- 
cise of  devotion,  which  he  never  omitted,  there  was  no  wickedness 
to  be  seen,  nay,  not  an  unseemly  or  wanton  word  to  be  heard.  He 
was  a  man  truly  good,  and  worthy  to  be  ranked  amongst  the  best 
govemors'lhat  this  kingdom  has  enjoyed,  and  therefore  to  this  day 
is  honoured  with  the  tide  of  The  Good  REOBHT."f 


JOHN  KNOX. 

John  Kkox  was  bom  at  Gifford,  near  Haddington,  in  East  Lothi- 
an, in  the  year  1505.  His  father  was  related  to  the  andent  house 
of  Ranferly,  in  the  shire  of  Renfrew.  On  leaving  the  grammar 
school  of  Haddington,  he  was  sent  to  the  University  <^  St.  An- 
drews, to  study  under  John  Mair  or  Major,  a  man  of  oondderable 
earning  for  his  age ;  and  had  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  confer- 
red upon  him  while  very  you^.  j:     He  excelled  in  j^osophy  and 


•  Buchanan's  Hist  Vol.  II.  p.  392  f  Spottiswood*!  Hist  p.  SS4. 
f  In  the  records  of  the  UniTersity  of  Glai^w,  tamo  1580,  John  Knox  appean 
lo'ithe  list  «f  matriculated  students,  when,  if  it  was  our  Refomier,  he  must  have 
been  fifleen  years  of  age,  a  proper  enough  time  for  his  appearing  in  that  charao- 
ter ;  and  this  was  probably  an  intermediate  step,  between  his  learing  the  gran»- 
mar  school,  and  going  to  St  Andrews,  for  there  is  no  doubt  of  his  having  studied 
thore.  His  fwnOy  seems  to  hare  come  fron  Renfrewshire,  and  to  have  derived 
the  nana  ftwn  the  Iwds  of  Knock,  in  the  parish  of  Kilbarchan. 
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fdealal  dirbiHy;  andwas  admitted  kite  holy  orders  before  the 
mnaX  period  of  life  appointed  by  tbe  canons  of  the  Church.  Then 
laying'  aaide  all  nnneoeasary  bnmohes  of  learning,  he  betook  himseh 
to  the  reading  of  the  Fathers,  particolarly  the  writings  of  Angns- 
tiaa  aad  Jerome,  with  which  he  was  much  ideased.  JHe  also  profit- 
ed gready  by  the  preaehmg  of  Thomas  Gniuiam,  a  black  friar,  and  a 
maa  of  aonnd  joi^nieBt  and  doctrine.  By  his  discourses  he-was 
led  to  study  the  holy  Scriptures  more  closely,  and  thus  his  spiritual 
Imowiedge  was  increased, .  and  sudi  a  sEeal  for  the  interest  of  reli- 
.  p6n  was  begotten  in  him,  that  he  became  the  chief  instrument  in 
accompUshing  the  Reformation  from  Popery. 

lie  was  abo,  as  die  reader  may  have  seen  in  the  account  of 
Wiahart  8  1^,  a  discq^  and  friend  of  that  celebrated  martyr ;  a  cir- 
cumstance, that  procured  him  the  hatred  of  the  Popish  dergy,  wbo 
could  not  endure  that  light  which  discotered  their  idolatrous  dark- 
less. 

Upon  die  death  of  Car^nal  Beaton,  he  M^ent  into  the  castle  of  jSt. 
Andrews,  whidi  was  then  held  by  a  number  of  individuals  who- 
fkroured  tiie  reformed  opinions ;  imd,  during  his  confinement  there,' 
ncit  only  continued  publicly  to  catechise  the  pupils  entrusted  to  him, 
and  in  doing  so  to  expound  the  Scriptures,  to  all  who  chose  to  at- 
tend ;  but  was  also,  after  some  time,  called  to  the  office  of  minister^ 
as  coUeague  to  Roi^,  who  then  statedly  preached  to  the  garrison. 
Here  his  labours  were  so  snccessfol,  that,  in  a  fow  months  after,  not 
the  garrison  only,  but  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  An- 
drews, renounced  Popery,  and  made  a  public  precession  ai  the  Pro- 
testant foith,  by  receiving  the  Lord's  supper,  after  the  mode  of  die- 
reformed  <Anrdies.  The  caisde  bein^  at  length  surrendered  to  die^ 
French,  he  became  their  prisoner,  contrary  to  the  stipoladon  entered 
into,  and  was  sent,  with  the  rest  of  his  fnends,  aboard  the  galleys. 
FVom  dience  he  was  set  at  liberty,  or  made  his  escape,  in  the  month 
of  February,  1549 ;  went  to  England,  and  preached  for  several  years 
in  Berwick,  Newcasde,  and  London,  with  great  applause.  His 
frame  at  last  reached  the  ears  of  King  Edward  VI.  who  first  offered 
him  tlie  Hving  <C  AD-hfdlows  and  then  a  bishopric ;  both  of  which 
he  rejected  as  inconsistent  widi  his  views  of  church  government. 

During  life  stay  in  England,  and  on  the  14th  of  April,  1553,  he 
waa  called  before  the  Council,  ted  required  to  answer  the  following 
qneadons : 

**  Why  he  refused  the  benefice  provided  for  him  at  London  ? — 
Whether  he  thought  diat  no  Chrntian  could  lawfully  serve  in  the 
ecclesiastical  ministration,  according  to  the  laws  and  rites  of  diat 
reafan  ? — And  if  kneeling  at  the  Lord's  table  was  not  indifierent  ?'* 

To  die  first  he  answered,  that  his  conscience  witnessed  to  him,  he 
might  profit  die  church  more  in  some  other  place  than  in  London. 
To  the  secdnd,  dwt  many  diings  needed  reformation  in  the  ministry 
of  Endattd,  witihout  which  no  minister  did  or  could  discharge  his 
duty  before  God ;  for  na  minister  had  audiority  to  prevent  the 
Mwofthy  horn  partaking  of-  die  sacrament,  whidi  was  a  chief  part 
of  Us  ofice,  ai^  that  he  refused  no  office  whidi  might,  in  the  least. 
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promote  Ood^sjg^ry,  and  the  ipread  of  Cairi«('tgotpBL  AaAt^ikm 
third  he  relied,  that  Christ**  aodon,  at  the  oommiiakniy  was  IMST 
perfeM ;  that  it  waa  moat  mfe  to  follow  hia  example ;  and  that  kneei- 
mg  was  a  hmnani  ittTentioii.  Tlie  aurnrer  whieh  he  gare  to  ^is 
question,  occasioned  a  good  deal  of  altercation  betwixt  the  Gomwil 
and  hnn.  Thef^  were  present  on  the  oecaskMi,  the  JMshops  of  CSaa- 
teriinry  and  Ely,  the  Lord  Treasuvr,  the  Eaorls  of  NrnthampteB, 
fiOirewsbory,  ami  Bedford,  the  Lords  Chamberiain  and  Treasorer, 
and  the  8eM9«taries.  After  imig  reasoning  with  hin^  he  was  da- 
sired  to  take  the  matter  into  fordMr  consideradon,  aad  dismissed  *'  • 
After  the  death  of  King  fidwasd*  he  retired  to  Oenera,  and  ap- 

eed  himself  to  write  his  Admonitton  to  England;  but  shortly  after, 
left  that  i^aoe,  and  went  to  Frankfort,  nponthesolicita^nof  the 
Eng^  congregation  there.  Tli^  letter  to  him  was  dated  24di 
September  1554*  In  this  dtoadon  he  had  not  rmnained  long,  when 
he  was  inyolved  in  troubles  and  disputes,  on  account  of  his  oj^Msi- 
tion  to  the  En^^idi  lituigy,  aAd  his  refilsiajg  to  dlqiense  the  comnni- 
nion  after  the  manner  it  oyoined.  Messrs.  Isaae  and  Parry,  sup- 
ported by  the  Englidi  doctors,  not  ouly  got  him  dischaiged  from 
preacUng,  but  acoised  him  bdbre  ti^  magistrates  of  high  treason 
against  &e  Emperor^s  son  l^hilip,  and  the  Queen  of  Englmd ;  and 
to  prove  the  charge,  they  had  reeonrse  to  the  abore-mMitioned 
Admonition,  in  w&A  they  alleged  he  lad  said  the  one  was  Iktle 
ipferior  to  Nero,  and  the  other  more  cruel  than  JeaebeL  But  die 
magistrates  pOTceiviHg  the  design  of  his  acenseis,  and  foariag  lest  he 
should  some  way  or  other  foil  into  their  hands,  gaye  him  sesrot 
information  of  ms  danger,  and  reoueited  him  to  leave  the  city,  fnr 
they  could  not  save  him  if  he  diould  be  demanded  by  the  Qoeen  of 
England  in  the  Eknperor's  name.  Accordingly,  having  taken  the 
hint,  he  returned  to  Geneva. 

Here  he  wrote  An  Admonition  to  London,  Newcastle,,  and  Ber- 
wick :  A  Letter  to  Mary,  Dowager  of  Scotland;  An  Appeal  to  the 
Nobility ;  An  Admonition  to  the  Commons  of  his  own  country ;  and 
his  Blrat  Blast  of  the  Trumpet.  This  trumpet  he  intended  to  have 
blown  three  times,  if  Queen  Mary's  death  had  not  prevented  hmi ; 
understanding,  however,  that  an  answer  was  to  be  given  to  his  first 
blast,  h^  deferred  the  publication  of  the  second,  till  he  saw  what 
answer  was  necessary  to  its  vindicatien. 

While  he  was  at  Geneva,  he  contracted  a  dose  intimacy  with  the 
celebrated  John  Cahrin,  with  whom  he  consalted  on  every  emeigency. 
In  the  end  {^harvest  1555,  he  retonied  home,  at  the  earnest  s<^iiat»- 
tion  of  some  of  the  Scots  nobility,  and  began  privately  to  instruct^ 
in  the  true  rdigion,  such  as  resorted  to  him :  among  whom  were  the 
Laird  of  Dun,  David  Forrest,  ami  Elisabeth  Adamson,  spouse  to 
James  Baron,  a  burgess  of  Edinburgh. — The  idolatry  of  the  mas^,  ia 
particular,  occupied  his  attention,  as  he  observed  that  some^  otherwise 
distinguished  for  seal  and  godliness,  were  drawn  aside  by  jt*  Botii 
in  public  and  private,  he  exposed  its  impiety  and  danger ;  and  so  fov 
suoceedi^  as  to  draw  off  some,  and  alarm  many  others.  In  a  oon^. 
versiylioii  i^pon  |k^  su)a^9ft  the  Laird  of  Duns  htnse>  in  ] 
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tf  Dmrid  Vmnm,  Vs^km  LacUirl^  Jalw  WiDod^  audi  Wilipiii 
MiHIwJ,  y wgcr  of  Lrtthiag^— t  he  garo  svehMiti^KloqF  amweit 
to  all  the  objecdons  which  were  started  by  the  oempany,  iSkaM  Mait- 
kmd  eaded  the  ewfienatUMi,  by  saying,  *<  I  see  rery  well  that  all 
our  ahifb  will  serie  itediiig  h^BMP^  God,  seeing  they  stand  as  in  so 
«wdl  stead  before  man.'*  Vnm  this  time  forwaid,  the  nuHs  was 
Tery  little  reroped  aanengst  them* 

KnoK  oentinaed  a  month,  at  the  Laird  of  ]>nn*%  preashbg  eyery 
day ;  the  prindpal  gentleflMsi  of  the  ooontry  nteiting  to  his  Buiis* 
ary.  Ftum  thence  he  went  to  Calder,  where  the  Earl  of  Aigyle^ 
th^  Lord  Lorn,  and  Lord  James  Stnart,  afterwards  Earl  of 
Maray,  heaed  his  doetime,  and  highly  appreyed  of  it.  During  iIm 
winter,  he  tanght  in  Bdinboigh,  and,  in  the  beginning  of  qiring, 
want  to  AynUre,  irhate  he  pnaaflhed  in  diffunsnt  places.  The  fiarl 
ef  Olesinniin  sent  for  him  to  Finbmton,  wheie,  after  sermon,  he 
edmiBistered  the  Lord'e  sapper,  and  then  rQtnmed  to  Galder« 

The  poofle  being  thos  mstmeted,  began  to  reftue  all  si^eratitien 
and  idMatoy,  and  set  themaehres  to  the  ntmoet  of  thdr  power  to 
sapport  the  tme  pnaehmg  of  the  gomtL  lliis  alanned  the  Popidi 
deigy  so  mack,  Aat  tl^  fitim  all  ^parters  eoaapiained  to  the 
Usfaepa;  and  Knox  was  sammoned  to  i^pear  in  the  INack  Friaia* 
ehmdi  of  Edinbaigh,  on  the  15th  of  May  Mowing.  This  apnoint*^ 
awsnt  he  resolved  to  eheerve ;  and  accordingly  came  to  EdiMoigh, 
in  ooaopany  widi  the  Laird  ei  Dun,  and  seyeral  other  gentlemen ; 
bat  the  diet  did  not  hc^d,  because  the  bishops  were  aftiud  to  pro* 
seed  laither  against  him.  The  consequence  if  as,  that,  en  the  same 
dsy  on  which  he  should  hafo  appeared  before  them,  he  preached  to 
agseater  andieace  in  Edinhmvh,  than  ever  he  bad  before.  Tha 
Bui  of  Marischel  being  induced  by  Lord  Glencaim  to  hear  one  of  his 
discovaes,  was  so  ddighted  with  bis  doctrine,  that  he  immediately 
peepaaed  ^at  somethi^  riioold  be  done,  to  secure  the  apfn^bation 
and  protectaon  of  the  Regmit  to  his  ministrations.  Knox  accord- 
ingly addressed  her  in  a  letter  which  was  delivered  into  her  own 
hand  by  CHeacaim.  When  the  had  read  it,  she  gare  it  to  Beaten, 
a  nephew  ai  the  late  caidinal,  and  thra  Aidibidu^  of  CHasgow 
saying  in  Tidicale,  **  Please  yea,  my  Lord,  to  read  a  pasqoil?" 

AbantOfetime,  [1655],  heieceiyeda  letter  from  the  English 
congregation  at  Geneva,  who  were  not  in  communion  willi  thi^  of 
Pfaahfuti,  in  which  they  mthnatod  their  choice  of  him  as  pastor, 
and  beeenght  hfan  im  the  name  of  Gad,  that  he  would  speedily  come 
t*  diem.  In  ebedience  to  this  call,  he  resolred  to  go,  and  sent  his 
wifo  mid  awdMr^in-law  before  him  to  Dieppe ;  but  1^  the  impor> 
of  eeme  geadonen,  he  was  {n^vaUed  on  to  stay  some  time 


laager  in  (Scotbnd.  This  time  he  ^ent  in  going  aboot  exhorting 
the  se^reral  congregations  in  which  he  had  preadied,  to  be  forvent  in 
prayer,  freqoeal  in  reading'  ike  Scriptures,  and  in  mutual  oonferen- 
Cis,  tlQ  Ood  dhoald  give  diem  greater  liberty.  TheEarl  of  Aigjie, 
and  others,  eamesdy  solicited  him  permanently  to  remain  m  this 
com^,  bat  without  effect.  He  told  diem,  that,  if  diey  continued 
^ladbe  pfofospion  of  the  faith,  God  would  Uess  diese  small 
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begimnngB ;  l»iit  ihaJk  he  mxut  fbr  oBoe  go  tad  vhnt  tlial  Utde  dock 
wifidi  the  wid[)Bdnen  of  men  had  compelled  him  to  leave ;  and  hemg 
tiiuf  refolved,  he  went  to  Genera. 

As  soon  as  he  was  gone,  die  Bishops  caused  him  to  he  snnmioiied 
to  their  tribonal,  and  for  non-appearance  they  burnt  him  in  effigy, 
at  die  cross  of  Edinburgh ;  from  wludi  unjust  sentence,  when  he 
neard  of  it,  he  i^^pealed  to  the  nobility  and  cornmons  of  Scotland. 
*  Having  remained  at  Geneva  for  some  time,  in  the  quiet  exercise 
of  his  dudes,  and  the  enjoyment  of  much  a^^reeaUe  and  improving 
society ;  upon  receipt  of  a  letter,  dated  March  16th,  1557,  subscribed* 
by  the  Earls  of  Glencaim,  Erddne,  Aigyle,  and  Moi^y,  Knox  re> 
solved  to  return  again  to  Scodand.  Committing  die  care  <^  hisflock 
to  Calvin ;  and  coming  to  Dieppe,  he  wrote  from  thence  to  Mrs. 
Anne  Locke,  a  dedaradon  of  his  opinion  of  the  Bigtish  service-book, 
eoqiressing  himself  thus :  *'  Our'Captain,  Christ  Jesus,  and  Satan  his 
adversary,  are  now  at  open  defiance;  ^eir  banners  are  displayed, 
and  the  trumpet  is  blown  on  both  sides  for  assemUing  their  armies : 
our  Master  calledi  iqK>n  his  own,  and  that  with  vc^emenoy,  that 
they  may  depart  from  Babylon,  yea,  he  threateneth  death  and  dam- 
nadon  to  such  as  either  in  forehead  or  right  hand,  have  die  marie  ai 
the  beast;  and  a  pordon  of  this  mark  are  all  diose  dregs  of  Papistry, 
whidi  are  left  in  your  great  book  of  England,  via.  crossing  *in  bap- 
tism, kneeling  at  the  Lord's  table,  mumbling  or  singing  of  the  litany, 
&C.  &c ;  any  one  jot  of  whidi  diabolical  inventions,  wiH  I  never 
counsel  any  man  to  use." 

He  was  detained  in  dns  place  much  longer  than  he  expected^ 
which  caused  the  Scots  nobility  to  renew  their  solidtadons.  Wilk 
these  he  at  length  complied ;  and  arrived  in  Scotland  on  the  2d  of 
Mkjt  1559,  b«ng  then  fifty-four  years  of  age.  He  preached  first  al 
Dundee,  and  afterwards  at  Perth,  with  great  success.  About  this 
dme,  the  Queen  put  some  preadiers  to  the  horn,  prohibiting  all, 
upon  pain  of  rebduon,  to  comfort,  relieve,  or  assist  diem ;  which, 
Wfdi  other  things,  so  much  enraged  the  multitude  who  attended 
lum  at  Perth,  that  they  would  be  restrained,  neither  by  the  preachers 
nor  magistrates,  from  pulling  down  die  images,  and  other  monu« 
ments  of  idolatry.  This  being  told  to  die  Queen,  so  incensed  her, 
diat  she  vowed  to  destroy  asaPy  woaaan,  and  child,  in  that  town,  and 
bum  it  to  the  ground.  In  execution  of  this  threat,  she  caused  her 
Frendi  army  to  march  towards  it ;  but  being  informed  that  multi- 
tudes from  the  neighbouring  country  were  assembling  for  its  defence, 
her  impetuosity  was  checked,  and  she  resolved  to  use  stratagem 
where  force  could  not  avail  her.  Accordingly  she  sent  the  Earis  of 
Argyle  and  Moray,  to  learn  what  was  their  design  in  such  commo- 
tions. Knox,  in  the  name  of  the  rest,  made  answer,  **  That  they 
whom  she  thus  persecuted  were  the  i«arvants  of  God,  and  faithftd 
and  obedient  suljects  of  the  realm :  that  the  religion  whidi  she 
would  maintain  by  lire  and  sword  was  not  of  Jesus  Christ,  .but  a 
superstitious  device  of  men,  and  that  her  enterprise  should  not  sae- 
ceed  in  the  end ;  for  that  she  fought  not  against  man  only,  but 
against  the  eternal  God.'    Argyle  and  Moray  delivered  this  mea» 
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•age;  and,  ki  return,  she  pumused  that  the  refonnen  should  be 
penmtted  to  leaye  the  town  in  peace.  Knox  preached  a  sermon, 
exhorting  his  friends  to  constancy :  adding,  <<  I  am  persuaded  thai 
tbis  promise  shall  be  no  longer  kept  than  £e  Queen  and  her  French- 
men can  get  the  upper  hand  ;*'  which  accordingly  happened ;  for  Ae 
immediately  took  violent  possession  of  the  town,  and  put  a  garrison  of 
BVenchmen  into  it.  This  breach  of  promise  so  disgusted  the  Earls  of 
Argyle  and  Moray,  that  they  forsook  her,  joined  the  Congregation, 
and  wltlulrew  into  Fife.  Having  assembled  with  the  Laird  of  Dun 
s»d  others,  they  sent  for  Knox ;  who,  in  his  way  to  them,  preached 
in  Orail  and  Anstruther,  intending  to  preach  next  day  at  St.  Andrews. 
This  design  coming  to  the  ears  of  the  archbishop ;  he  raised  a  hun- 
dred spearmen,  and  sent  this  message  to  the  Lords,  '*  That  if  John 
Knox  offered  to  preach  there,  he  should  have  a  wann  military  re« 
ception.*'  They,  in  their  turn,  forewarned  him  of  his  danger,  and 
dissuaded  him  from  going.  He  made  answer,  **  God  is  my  witness, 
that  I  never  preached  Jesus  Christ  in  contempt  of  any  man ;  neither 
an  I  concerned  to  go  thither,  either  out  of  respect  to  my  own  pri- 
vate interest,  or  to  the  worldly  hurt  of  any  creature ;  but  I  cannot, 
in  conscience^  delay  preaching  to-morrow,  if  I  am  not  detained  by 
violence.  In  this  town  and  church,  did  God  first  call  me  to  the 
dignity  of  a  preacher,  and  in  this  town,  when  torn  fr<om  it  by  the 
t3rranny  of  fVance,  I  expressed  my  assurance  that  I  woold  preach 
again.  Therefore,  seeing  that  God,  beyond  expectation,  has  Iwoaght 
me  to  this  place,  I  beseech  your  Honours  not  to  stop  me  frt)m  pre- 
senting mysdf  to  my  brediren.  As  for  fear  of  danger  to  my  person, 
let  no  man  be  solicitous  about  that,  for  my  Ufe  is  in  die  hand  of  Him 
whose  g^ory  I  seek ;  and  therefore,  I  fear  not  thw  threats,  so  as  to 
cease  from  doing  my  dnty,  when  of  his  mercy  God  offereth  the  oc- 
casion. I  desire  the  hand  and  weapon  of  no  man  to  defend  me ;  onlv 
I  crave  audience,  which,  if  denied  me  here,  at  this  time,  I  must  seelc 
fiuther,  where  I  may  have  it"  The  Lords  were  satisfied  that  he 
ought  to  fulfill  his  intention,  which  he  did  without  any  interruption, 
and  with  such  boldness  and  success,  that  the  magistrates  and  the 
people  of  the  town.  Immediately  after  sermon,  agreed  to  remove  all 
monuments  of  idolatry ;  ^Hiich  they  did  with  great  expedition. 

Accompanying  the  forces  of  the  Congregation,  he,  in  like  man- 
ner, appeared  in  ike  churches  of  Edinbu^|;h.  But  being  soon  aftor 
obliged  to  leave  that  dty,  in  consequence  of  its  occupation  by  the 
Reg^t's  army,  between  which  and  that  of  the  reformers,  several 
akinnishes  had  taken  place,  he  undertook  a  tour  of  preaching  through 
ihe  kingdom;  and  wiUiinless  than  two  months,  traveled  over  a  great 
part  of  Scotland,  diflusing  the  knowledge,  and  strengthening  the 
interesU  of  the  Protestant  cause.  At  this  time  too,  he  greatly  ex- 
erted himself  in  procuring  to  that  cause  the  assistance  of  England. 
In  this  great  object  he  was  ultimately  successful.  The  manage- 
ment of  die  correspondence  to  which  it  led,  chiefly  devolved  upon 
his  hands.  His  exertbns  at  this  period,  indeed,  were  incredibly 
neat.  By  day  he  was  employed  in  preachmg;  by  night  in  writing 
tetters  on  puUic  business.     He  was  the  soul  of  the  Congregation 
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was  ahnjB  feimd  at  the  poak  of  daogM^  mi  bv  Us  prefaoieey  Ui 
public  diseoiinea  and  priTate  admaa,  animated  me  wlK>le  body,  and 
defeated  the  adtemes  employed  to  oorrupt  and  divide  them. 

Sodi  aeal  and  acdnty,  omdd  not  bnt  expose  him  to  the  moat 
deadly  leaente^Bt  of  the  P^nsti  and  Queen  Regent.  A  rewri 
wag  pnUidy  offered  to  anyone  who  shovdd  iq^rehend  or aaaaaainate 
him ;  and  not  a  few  actiiated  by  hatred  or  aTarioe,  lav  in  wait  to 
aeiae  him.  Bat  all  this  did  niot  deter  him,  from  appearing  in  pub* 
lifi^  and  disoharging  hie  daty  with  hie  wonted  abili^. 

At  lengthy  however^  the  Queen  Regent  died,  and  a  general  peace, 
which  kated  for  aome  tinier  was  procured ;  during  which,  the  com^ 
misaioneri  of  the  Scoti  noUlity,  in  1560,  b^gan  to  settle  ministera 
in  different  plaoea.  Knox  was  wpointed  to  Edinburgh,  where  he 
eontmoad  tiU  the  day  of  his  death. 

The  same  year  the  Seots  Confession  was  compiled  and  agreed 
ppon ;  and  that  the  Chnrah  might  be  established  upon  a  good  foun- 
dation,  a  commission  and  duiige  was  given  to  Knox,  and  five  others, 
to  draw  op  a  fonn  of  government  and  discipline.  When  they  had 
finished  tl^  task,  they  presented  it  to  the  nobility,  and  by  them  it 
was  afterwards  i^provea  of  and  /ratified. 

This  advancement,  however,  which  the  Beformation  was  daily 
avdqpg,  soon  after  met  with  a  severe  check,  by  the  arrival  of  Queen 
Mary  firom  France,  in  Ai^gust,  1561.  Along  with  her  came  Po- 
pery, and  aU  manner  of  profenity,  and  the  mass  again  was  publicly 
set  up.  By  this  latter  st^  the  religious  part  of  the  nation  were 
bj^y  offended,  and  none  more  so  than  Kjiox,  who  exposing  the 
SKfil  «Bd  danger  of  it  on  every  occasion,  by  that  means  greatly  exas- 
pensted  the  Queen  and  Court,  On  one  occasion  he  was  called  be- 
faur^  thesB,  and  charged  as  guilty  of  high  treason.  The  Queen  be- 
vag  present!  produoM  a  letter  written  by  him,  in  which  it  was  al- 
leged, he  had  convocated  oer  roaiesty's  lieges  against  law.  Upon 
whickft  Iftag  argument  ensued  between  him  and  Secretary  Lething- 
^n,  as  to  the  contents  of  said  letter :  in  which  Knox  gave  such  solid 
and  hold  answers,  in  defence  of  .himself  and  doctrine,  that  at  last 
he  was  acquitted  by  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  to  the  no  small  dis- 
pleasure of  the  Queen  and  the  Popish  party. 

Some  time  previous  to  this,  immediately  indeed  after  the  Queen's 
arrival  in  Scotland,  Knox  displayed  a  similar  independence  and 
boldness,  in  a  long  private  conference  which  he  was  admitted  to 
hold  with  her ;  and  at  which  no  other  individual  was  present,  but 
liord  James  Stuart^  Prior  of  St.  Andrews.  Being  led  to  the 
^pastion  by  what  had  previously  fallen  frpm  him,  she  inquired, 
'*  Hiinkest  thou  that  subjects  having  the  power,  may  resist  their 
princely"  To  this  he  replied,  "  If  pnnces  exceed  their  bounds.  Ma- 
dam, no  doubt  they  may  be  resisted  even  bv  power.  For  there  is 
no  greater  honour  and  obedience  to  be  paid  to  princes,  than  God 
has  commanded  to  be  given  to  fetber  and  mother.  But  the  father 
may  be  struck  with  a  phrensy  in  which  he  would  slay  his  children, 
Now  if  children  join  together  against  their  fiither,  apprehend  him^ 
take  his  sword,  or  othMr  weapons  from  him^  bind  his  hands,  aii4 
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fo^  limitkfAmm,  iM  hb  frenybeerw,  do  dMf  my  nmmg,  w 
wiU  God  be  offonded  with  them  f^lnadenngUieirfktJMrfi^  eom^ 
■aifttiBglMRiUeiinifdw?  fi^rea  ms  Madaiii»  if  prinoet  will  miirder 
the  «failikmi  of  Ood--4iKir  rabjeete,  Omt  blind  leel  »  b«t  a  nurf 
fineoijF.  nwMtfbiv,  to  take  tot  iwetd  from  Aem,  to  bind  then, 
and  to  cait  theiB  iato  pruon,  ttt  tliey  be  hmv^  to  a  eober  anbd, 
k  not  diMbedwaee»  bm  joit  MMdienee^  becaiue  it  agreed  with  the 
waiefOod."  The  Qaeea  kearing  dris,  stood  for  tone  time  as  one 
iliiiiil,  and  cfaaaged  ooimteMBioe.  Her  brotii^  tfck»  to  lMr»  and 
inoBired  the  caaaeef  herimeaiineei;  bat  she  made  no  rq>ly.  Afler 
a  little,  reoorenng  hertelf,  the  eoafereaee  went  on,  embraeiii||^  a 
■unber  of  topiei,  diieAj  thedogiGal ;  till  at  length  the  approach  of 
fke  dfamer  hoar,  afibrded  a  pretost  for  bwnHng  it  off. 

After  fiL&  Queen's  anurriage  with  the  Earl  of  Damlej,  in  1S65,  a 
pcodbanation  was  made,  signifying,  that  fonmnudi  as  eertain  nMs, 
under  ^e  ooloor  of  religion^  (metadvg  those  who  opposed  the  mei^ 
suea  of  the  Comt,)  intended  nodiing  but  &e  snbyersioa  of  the 
eommonwedtli,  they  therefore  charged  all  maaner  of  men,  mider 
pain  of  life,  hmds  nd  goods,  to  resort  and  meet  tfieir  Majesties  at 
Linlithgew,  ondM24thof  Attgnst  Upon  8abbath,  the  I9lh,  tibe 
KiaereaawtotheHighClmrehofEdhibnrgh,  where  Knox  peached 
£p0m  these  words,  O  Lardf  our  Lord^  oiktr  Lord»  betuk  Amy  kavo 
had  4k0  dommum  oeer  to^  4^*  In  his  sermon,  he  took  oeeaslon  to 
speak  of  wicked  prinoes,  who,  lor  the  sins  of  a  people^  were  sent  to 
them  as  seooryes;  and  idio  said,  *'That  God  set  in  diat  room  boys 
and  women;  and  that  God  justly  punished  Ahab  and  his  posterity, 
because  he  would  not  take  oitler  with  the  hailot  JesebeL"  These 
things  oBfagad  dM  King  to  a  rery  high  degree.  Knox  was  imme* 
diat^  opdmd  before  the  Goandl,  and  went  thi^er  attended  by 
seme  of  the  most  respectable  citiiens.  When  called  in,  the  (Seere* 
tary  signified  that  the  King  was  much  offended  widi  some  words  in 
his  sermon,  as  abore  mentioned ;  and  ordered  him  to  abstain  from 
pteaddng,  fo/r  fifteen  or  twenty  days.  To  which  Knox  aaswersdy 
That  he  had  spoken  nothing  but  according  to  his  text;  and  if  the 
CS^mrck  would  command  him  either  to  speak,  or  refrain  from  speak- 
ing, he  would  ob^  so  for  as  the  word  of  God  would  peimit  hinu 
Nererdbeless,  for  this  and  another  sermon  which  he  preaciied4)efoi« 
the  Lords,  in  whidi  he  showed  the  bad  eonse^pMnces  that  would 
follow  upon  the  Queen's  being  married  to  a  Paj^  he  was,  by  bar 
order,  prohibited  from  preaohmg  for  a  oonsiderable  time. 

Dirag  this  interral,  he  visited  his  two  sons,  wliom  he  had  sent  to 
leside  widi  their  mother^s  relations  in  England;  and  he  endearomd 
to  render  his  journey  ^dier,  subservient  to  the  interests  of  religion, 
by  carrying  a  letter  from  the  Assembly  to  die  Baglish  BistaBps, 
mteraediag  for  lenity  towards  those  of  the  tlergy  who  sampled  to 
naa  the  sacerdotal  dreasenjomed  by  Uw.  He  returned  to  his  sharge 
about  the  time  of  the  Queen's  iHght  with  BothweU  to  DdHbar ; 
and  was  delegated  by  the  General  Assembly  to  repaur  to  the  west, 
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in  ordet  to  parguAde  tlie  Haaultons  to  join  die  coaaMenltd.  Lords 
in  settling  me  state  of  the  kingdom. 

On  the  29th  of  July,  1567,  he  preached  a  senpon  at  the  Goronap 
tion  of  James  VL  in  the  parish  church  of  Stirling;  and  was  one  of 
those  who  strongly  nrged  the  trial  of  Mary,  for  &b  alleffed  moider 
of  her  husband,  and  adulterous  connection  with  BothwelL 

At  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  towards  the  end  of  the  sasie  year, 
he  pressed  the  ratification  of  all  the  acts  of  1560,  in  forour  of  the 
reformed  iaith,  and  was  appointed  one  of  die  Commissionors  for 
drawing  out  the  pardcnlar  points  pertaining  to  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion, which  were  to  be  presented  at  next  meetmg  of  Parliament. 

On  the  24th  of  January  1570,  Knox,  being  m  the  pulpit,  there 
was  put  into  his  hands,  among  others,  beanng  die  names  of  the 
ttck  people  to  be  prayed  for;  a  paper  whidi  contained  these  words : 
**  Take  up  die  man  whom  you  accounted  anodier  God,"  alluding  to 
the  Earl  <^  Moray,  who  was  sUin  die  day  before.  Having  read  it, 
he  put  it  into  his  pocket,  without  showing  die  least  discomposure. 
After  sermon,  he  lamented  the  loss  which  both  Church  and  State 
had  met  widi  in  the  deadi  of  that  worthy  nobleman,  showing,  that 
God  takes  away  good  and  wise  rulers  from  a  pe<^le  in  his  wrath : 
end  at  last  said,  '*  There  b  one  in  the  company  who  maketh  that 
horriblii  murder,  at  which  all  good  men  have  occasion  to  be  sorrow 
M,  the  subject  of  his  mirth.  I  tell  lum,  he  shall  die  in  a  strange 
land,  wh^re  he  shall  not  have  a  friend  to  hold  up  his  head.''  Thomas 
AWdand,  brother  to  the  Seo^tary  of  that  name,  being  the  author 
of  that  insulting  statement,  and  hearing  what  he  had  said,  confessed 
the  whole  to  hu  sister,  the  Lady  Trabrown ;  but  obsenred,  "  That 
John  Knox  was  raving,  to  speak  of  he  knew  not  whom."  She 
replied  with  tears,  that  none  of  Mr.  I[nox*s  dureatenings  feXL  to  the 
ground.  This  gentleman  afterwards  went  abroad,  and  died  in  Italy, 
on  his  way  to  Rome,  having  no  man  to  assist  him. 

In  the  month  of  October  the  same  year,  Knox  had  a  stroke  of 
apoplexy,  which,  to  a  considerable  degree,  afiected  his  speech;  and 
dough  in  a  few  days  he  was  able  to  resume  the  duty  of  preadiing, 
he  never  recovered  from  die  debility  produced  by  the  attack.  But 
though  so  much  weakened  in  body,  that  he  never  went  abroad  exc^ 
on  l^bbath  days  to  the  pulpit,  yet  whenever  he  saw  the  wdfere  of 
the  diurch  or  commonwealth  threatened,  he  entered  into  the  cause 
widi  all  die  keenness  of  his  most  vigorous  days. 

In  April  1571,  his  situadon  was  rendered  very  cridcaL  The 
Popish  fecdon  having  found  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  their 
idolatry  re-established,  while  die  reformadon  was  making  such 
progress,  and  while  he  and  his  associates  had  such  credit  with  the 
peo]^,  now  began  to  set  other  engines  to  work,  than  those  they 
had  hitherto  used.  They  spared  no  pains  to  blast  his  reputation, 
by  the  most  malicious  calumnies,  lliey  tried  even  to  gain  dieir 
«nd  by  making  attempts  upon  his  life;  for,  one  night  as  he  was 
sitting  in  his  own  house,  he  was  fired  at  from  the  other  side  of  the 
street.  The  shot  entered  at  the  window;  but  he  being  at  another 
side  of  the  table  frtmi  that  at  which  he  usually  sat,  the  assassin 
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Biitied  bis  mark ;  the  bullet  ^truek  the  candlettiek  beibre  him,  and 
then  lodged  itself  in  the  roof  of  the  apartment.  Thns  was  he  thai 
was  with  hkny  ttrtmger  Man  they  that  weft  against  him. 

At  the  earnest  entreaties  of  his  friends,  who  declared  their  deter- 
mination, if  he  should  be  attacked,  to  shed  their  blood  in  his  defence, 
he  i^nctantly  withdrew  to  St.  Andrews;  where  he  continued  widi 
undiminished  boldness  to  denounce  the  enemies  of  the  reformed 
fidth,  and  to  withstand  the  encroachments  made  by  its  false  friends 
upon  the  polity  and  reyenues  of  the  Church.  Being  urged  by  the 
Earl  of  Morton,  who  was  afterwards  R^ent,  to  inaugurate  the  arch- 
bishop of  that  See,  he  declined  to  do  so,  with  solemn  protestations 
against  it;  and  denounced  an  anathema  both  on  the  giver  and  receiver 
of  the  office.  Though  he  was  then  very  weak  in  body,  he  would 
not  refrain  from  preaching,  and  was  obliged  to  be  supported  by  hb 
servant,  fiichard  Bannatyne,  in  going  to  church ;  and,  when  in  the 
pulpit,  he  behoved  to  rest  some  time  before  he  could  proceed  to 
preach;  but  ere  he  ended  his  sermon,  he  became  so  vigorous  and 
aetive,  that  he  was  like  to  have  broken  die  pulpit  to  pieces. 

Here  he  continued  till  the  end  of  August  1572,  when  the  civil 
broils  were  a  little  abated,  upon  whidD,  reeeiving  a  letter  from 
Edinburgh,  he  returned  to  his  flock.  He  was  now  much  oppressed 
with  the  infirmities  of  old  age,  and  the  extraordinary  ^tigues  he 
had  undergone;  the  death  of  the  Regent  Moray  had  made  a  deep 
impression  on  him ;  and  when  he  heard  of  the  massacre  at  Paris,* 
and  the  murder  of  the  good  Admiral  Coligni,  the  melancholy  news 
almost  d^Hrired  him  of^life.  Upon  finding  his  dissolution  i^roach- 
ing,  he  prevailed  on  the  Conned  and  Idrk-session  of  Edinburgh,  to 
cenour  with  him  in  admitting  James  Lawson,  at  that  time  iur^SBSSor 
of  philoiO[diy  in  the  college  of  Aberdeen,  as  his  successor.  He 
wrote  a  ktter  to  Mr.  Lawson,  entreating  him  to  aooq»t  of  the 
charge;  adding  this  postscript,  AccderHy  mifraUTy  aUioqui  sero  vemes; 
that  is,  ^  Make  haste,  my  brother,  otherwise  you  will  come  too  late ;" 
meaning  that  if  he  came  not  speedily,  he  would  find  him  dead.  Mr. 
Lawson,  accordingly,  set  out  immediately,  maldng  all  possible  haste, 
to  Edinburgh ;  where,  afto  he  had  preached  twice  to  the  full  satis- 
fiction  of  &e  people,  the  9th  ai  November  was  appointed  for  his 
admission.  Knox,  Uiough  then  still  weaker,  preached  upon  the 
occasion  with  nrac^  power,  and  with  the  greatest  comfort  to  the 
bearers.  In  the  dose  of  his  sermon,  he  called  God  to  witness,  that 
he  had  walked  in  a  good  conscience  among  them,  not  seeking  to 


*  lo  the  ipMe  of  two  or  three  days,  there  were  abont  70,000  Protestanti 
Bfhwdered  in  cold  blood  In  Pku^  and  other  parts  of  fVance.  This  maeaacre  wat 
b^pm  in  the  night  of  St.  Bartholomew's  day,  In  the  reign  of  Charles  IX.  of  that 
kingdom.  The  King  of  Navarre,  afterwards  Henry  the  Great,  narrowly  escaped 
on  that  oecaslon ;  for  he  was  then  In  Paris,  on  account  of  the  solemnlziHin  of 
kit  marriage  with  Charles*  sister;  which  marriage  the  Papists  had  contrfvfed  in 
affder  to  dimw  as  many  Protestants  into  that  eity  as  possible,  that  they  might  have 
than  in  tllair  power.  See  the  account  of  this  moonifiil  ereot  hi  Solly's  Memoirs^ 
vaL  la 
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filea8eiii€n»  mr  weMmg  fab  91m  or  other  hbb'b  imttwitioi»,  \mt  m 
.«U  •inoerity  and  tndi  preaching  the  OiMpel  of  Chiist.  Hien 
pnunng  God^  who  had  giren  them  one  m  hit  room*  he  exhorted 
^hemte  tfbuid  fiwt  inthe  fidth  diej had  reodTed ;  and  haying  prayed 
ftrf^tly  for  the  Dinne  bleasing  upon  them,  and  the  inereaae  of 
iho  SpAnt  ^M>n  their  new  pastor,  he  gave  them  his  last  hxewed ;  at 
•wUdi  the  eongregation  weee  mudi  affscted. 

Being  oarried  home,  that  came  day  he  was  oonCned  to  bed,  and 
on  the  IMi  was  so  enfeebled,  that  he  was  obliged  to  hiy  aside  his 
4Mrdinary  reading  of  the  Scriptores.  Tlie  next  day,  he  expressed  his 
dfitenninationtorise,  and  b^ng  asked.  What  he  intended  by  getlang 
onft  of  bed  ?  he  replied,  that  he  would  go  to  dinrch,  thinking  that 
it  had  been  the  Lord's  day.  He  told  them,  he  had  been  all  night 
tnedkaliag  on  the  resurrection,  which  he  should  have  preached  on 
in  order  after  the  death  of  Christ;  having  discoursed  on  this  die 
aabbath  before.  He  had  often  desired  of  <^d  that  he  migfat  end  his 
days  in  meditating  and  preaching  upon  that  doctrine;  a  desire  tint 
seems  to  have  bemi  granted  to  him.  Upon  the  17th,  the  elders  and 
deacons  hvnng  come  to  him,  he  said,  **  The  tisne  b  epproaohinff; 
Sw  which  I  have  long  thirsted,  wherein  I  shall  be  reHeirad  from  uH 
oareiV  ^id  be  with  my  £aviour  for  ever ;  and  now,  Ood  b  my  wit- 
ness, whom  I  have  served  with  my  spirit  in  tiie  C^ospei  of  hb  8on, 
thaifc  I  have  taught  nothing  hot  the  trae  and  sofid  doctrine  of  the 
<Soiq>el,  and  that  the  end  iHiioh  I  purposed  in  afl  my  doetrmes  was 
4o  instruct  the  ignorant,  to  oonfirm  the  weak,  to  4x>w£ovt  the  hearts 
of  thoM  .that  were  humbled  under  the  sense  of  sin^  and  to  denoonee 
the  thveatenings  of  God's  word  against  such  as  were  rebellious.  I 
lam  not  ignorant  that  many  have  Uamed,  and  yet  do  blame  roe,  ftr 
too  gieat  rigeor  and  severity ;  but  €rod  knowelh  that,  in  my  heart, 
J  never  hated  the  persons  of  Uiose  against  whom  I  thundered  God*s 
judgments ;  I  did  only  hate  their  dns ;  and  laboured,  according  to 
my  power,  to  gain  them  to  ^^tfist;  that  I  did  forbear  none  of  what- 
eoevereondition,  and  that  I  did  b  out  of  the  fear  of  God,  who  placed 
me  m  thb  function  of  the  ministry,  and  will,  i  know,  bring  me  to 
.ati  account."  fie  then  exhorted  them  to  constancy,  and  entreated 
thein  nover  to  join  with  the  wicked,  but  rather  to  choose  with 
Jh&vid  to  flee  to  the  mountains,  than  to  remain  with  sudi  company. 
After  dib  exhortation  to  the  elders  and  deacons,  he  chaiged  David 
JUndsay  and  James  Lawson  to  take  heed  to  feed  the  lock  ovor 
which  the  Holv  Ghost  had  made  them  overseers.  To  Mr.  Lawson 
in  particular,  he  said,  *<  Fight  the  good  fight ;  do  the  work  of  the 
Lord  with  courage,  and  wiUi  a  wiUmg  mind;  and  God  from  above 
bless  you,  and  Uie  church  whereof  you  have  the  diarge ;  agunst 
which,  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevaiL"  Then,  by  prayer,  he 
^commended  the  whcde  company  present,  to  the  grace  of  God,  and 
afterwards  desired  hb  wife,  or  Richard  Bannatyne,  to  read  the  17th 
chspler  of  John,  a  chapter  of  the  E^hesians,  and  the  S3d  ch^iter 
of  Isaiah  daQy,  after  he  was  unable  to  read  Idmself.  Sometimes  he 
desired  part  of  Calvin's  sermons,  in  FVench,  to  be  read  to  Mm. 
One  time,  when  reading  tiiese  sermons,  they  supposed  him  to  be 
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tmd  aiked  kiiii»  if  he  hevd irhsl tvM  Md':  kevepli^ 

I  lie«r»  I  iMsise  O^d^  and  sadentand  fmr  bcttee.^ 

One  day  after  this,  Mr.  Lindsay,  coming  to  see  Urn,  he  said  vnte 
bim,  <*  Well«  lirodier^  I  thank  God  I  have  denred  aU  tUs  day  to 
hnre  yon,  lihat  I  might  eend  yon  te  that  man  in  the  caide,  the  Laird 
of  Grange,  whom  yon  knew  I  have  loved  deaiiy.  Go,  I  pray  yon, 
and  ten  hhn  from  me,  in  themne  of  God,  that  milem  he  leave  that 
evil  comve  whereon  he  hai  entered,  neither  shall  that  rock  (mean- 
ing Ihe  castle  of  Edinboigh,  which  he  then  kept  out  against  the 
vSng)  aShfd  him  any  help,  nor  the  carnal  wisdom  of  that  man, 
whom  he  conntelh  hidf  a  god,  (meaning  yonng  Lethington) ;  hnt  he 
shall  be  pulled  ont  of  that  nest,  and  Inroaght  down  erer  the  wall 
wiA  shssne,  and  his  carcase  shall  be  hnng  before  iSke  mm :  so  God 
hath  assured  me."*  When  Lindsay  delivered  this  message,  the 
CSsptain  seemed  to  be  mndi  moved ;  but  after  a  little  oonforence 
vridi  Lethington,  he  returned,  and  dismissed  him  with  a  diedainfnl 
eoontenance  and  answer.  When  he  reported  this  to  Knox,  he  said, 
**  Well,  I  have  been  earnest  with  Crod  anent  that  man  :  I  am  smry 
that  h  should  se  beftU  his  body,  yet  God  assureth  me,  there  is 
mercy  ibr  his  sonLf  But  for  the  other,  (meaning  Lethington,)  I  have 
^no  warrant  te  say  that  it  diall  be  weU  with  him.**  The  truth  of 
thu  seemed  to  appear  in  a  short  time  thereafter :  for  it  was  thought 
that  Lethington  poisoned  himsdf,  to  avoid  public  punishment.  He 
lay  unhnried  in  the  ste^e  c^  Leith,  until  his  body  was  quite  oor- 
mpted ;  but  Sir  William  Kirkafai^  of  Grange  was,  on  iJie  8d  of 
August  next,  eadecnted  at  the  cross  of  Edinburgh.  He  caused 
LiiidBay  to  repeal^  Knox*8  trovds  ooneemiag  him,  a  little  before  his 


i  li  hen  Mmeditng  ywrj  like  •  claim  to  •  Divine  rerdition ;  mad  the 
•fent  trnmrA  U  make  tUe  miiiiiib  the  chancter  of  a  propheey.  Kifkaldy  of 
Gnngo  waa  Is  a  ctate  of  rebellion  i^ialaot  the  exbtiqg  aathori^  of  the  veahn. 
Ho  idd  the  caede  of  EdiDbiuigh  for  the  Queen,  whOe  the  balk  of  the  nation  had 
TeDOoneed  her,  and  Bwom  allegiance  to  her  son.  It  did  not  require  the  gift  of 
fnfkvL}  to  IbreteD  that  this  would  ooet  him  his  life,  unleoi  he  made  tubmisaion 
vpoB  eooditioa,  when  conditions  might  hare  been  obtained.  The  words,  **  So 
Ood  haOk  assured  mc^**  make  it  erldent  that  Knooc  thought  he  iMii  a  Diyine  com- 
mMJcstlon,  is  that  instanoe,  at  least ;  which  must  haye  arisen  ttom  Ihe  strong 
impgfsslon  ef  the  thing  whteh  he  had  on  his  mind,  and  whtcbrhe  Mistook  for  a 
Divine  impoke.  In  Dr.  M<Cr^e*s  narratlTe  of  the  same  couTersation,  the  word% 
*'  00  God  hath  ssared  me,"  are  not  to  be  found ;  ftvm  whldi,  that  truly  accurate 
kialorian  asMt  hate  conoiderMl  diem  apocryplhaL  W.  M^. 

f  Kane  had  been  e«rneot  with  God  aoent  that  nan;  that  is,  he  bad  jiniyed 
earnestly  for  his  salwitkm ;  and  having  probably  had  gnat  fineedom  and  enHsnvo- 
mcnt  in  this  sKerdse,  he  took  it  as  a  taTourabk  answer.  This  was  enoqgh  to 
Hiooorage  bope^  and  perseverance  in  prayer ;  but  an  absdute  assurance  that  his 
veqpMstiMM  granted,  w»  more  dian  he  had  a  right  to  infer.  This  led  to  a  veky 
dangerous  error  on  the  part  of  Kirkaldy  himself;  for  he  took  Knoz*s  words  as  a 
Divine  nvdation  eooeeming  him,  and  was  greatly  comforted  by  them,  when 
about  to  be  executed.  He  had  been  evidently  living  in  a  state  of  backsUdiii^  or 
ifSitoiy;  and  thMswM  BO  safely  for  him  hot  ^  coming  idiroclly  to  CMff  for 
pardao,  as  he  had  eonaaat  fovt,  smiyiriag  that  at  one  time  he  had  given  evidence 
if  bsiaga  tnw  hoUevsr.  If  he  wps  dhravtsd  Item  liUs  by  tivsting  hi  what  Knex 
had  mM,  it  mast  have  been  a  fotal  dehisioB.  W.  M<a 
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exeontioii;  and  was  iniich  cmnforted  by  diem.  Hfif  said  to  Ubi, 
when  accompanying  him  to  the  scafibld,  *'  I  hope  when  men  shall 
think  I  am  gone,  I  shall  be  able  to  give  a  token  of  the  assurance  of 
God's  mercy  to  my  soul,  according  to  the .  speech  of  that  man  or 
God."  Accordingly,  when  he  was  cast  over  the  ladder,  with  his 
face  towards  the  east,  when  all  present  thonght  he  was  dead,  he 
lifted  up  his  hands,  which  were  bonnd,  and  let  them  £ill  softly  down 

.  again,  as  if  praising  God  for  his  great  mercy  towards  him.* 

One  of  i^iox's  visitors  having  desired  him  to  praise  God  for  the 
good  he  had  done,  he  answered,  '*  Flesh  of  itself  is  too  proud,  and 
needs  nothing  to  puff  it  up,**  and  protested,  that  he  only  laid  daim 
to  the  free  mercy  of  God  in  Christ.  Among  others,  to  the  Earl  of 
Morton,  who  was  then  about  to  receive  the  Reg^icy,  (the  Earl  of 
Mar  having  died  the  preceding  month,)  he  was  heard  to  say,  "  My 
Lord^  God  hath  given  you  many  blessings ;  he  hath  given  you  high 
honour,  birth,  great  riches,  many  good  £nends,  and  is  now  to  prefer 

fyou  to^  the  government  of  the  realm.  In .  his  name,  I  charge  yon, 
that  you  will  use  these  blessings  better  in  time  to  come,  than  yea 
have  done  in  time  past :  in  all  your  actions  seek  first  the  g^ory  of 
God,  the  furtherance  of  his  Crospel,  the  maintenance  of  his  Church 
and  ministry ;  and  then  be  careful  of  the  King,  to  procure  his  good, 
and  the  welfisre  of  the  kingdom.  If  you  act  thus,  God  will  be  with 
you :  if  otherwise,  he  sluuLl  deprive  you  of  all  ^ese  benefits,  and 
your  end  shall  be  shameful  and  ignominious."  This  threatening, 
Morton,  to  his  melancholy  experience,  confessed,  was  litovlly  ao- 
complished :  at  his  execution,  in  June  1*581,  he  called  to  mmd 
Knox's  words ;  and  acknowledged,  that  in  wha^  he  had  said  to  hiaa, 
he  had  been  a  true  prophetf 

On  Friday,  the  21st  of  November,  he  desired  Richard  Banna- 
tyne  to  order  his  coffin  to  be  made.  During  that  day,  he  was  mudi 
engaged  in  meditation  and  prayer.  These  words  wore  often  in  his 
mouth :  ^  Come  Lord  Jesus.  Sweet  Jesus,  into  thy  hands  I  com- 
mend my  spirit.  Be  merciful.  Lord,  to  thy  Church,  which  thou 
hast  redeemed.  Give  peace  to  this  afflicted  Commonwealth.  Raise 
up  faithful  pastors  who  will  take  charge  of  thy  Church.  Grant  us. 
Lord,  the  perfect  hatred  of  sin,  both  by  the  evidences  of  thy  wrath 
and  mercy." 

Upon  the  Lord's  day,  November  23d,  after  he  had  lain  for  some 
time  very  quiet,  he  said,  "  If  any  man  be  present,  let  him  come  and 
see  the  work  of  God ;"  for  he  thought,  as  was  supposed,  to  have 
then  expired.  His  servant  having  sent  to  church  for  Johnston  of 
ESphingston,  he  burst  forth  into  tibese  words :  **  I  have  been  in  me- 
ditation these  two  last  nights  up6n  the  troubled  Kirk  of  God,  despis- 
ed in  the  world,  but  precious  in  his  sight.     I  have  called  to  God  for 


•  Sm  Spottkwood't  Hkt.  pp.  860. 372 ;  and  GbMtrwo^d's  HUt.  pp.  99,  Sa 
f  AttantkMi  to  the  hktorf  of  bis  cxMUitiy  for  a  few  ycua  past,  and  to  the  tlite 
of  partial,  might  bava  MaUad  Mortoa  to  prophtay  thua  of  biaaail^  without  mf 
saponatiiral  gtft  W.  M*0. 
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liQi^  avd  omhmiMiiMi  her  to  €9iriit  her  head,  I  kiTe  been  fighdng 
i^^iimt  Seleii,  who  is  ever  leedy  for  Ihe  aeiaiDlt;  I  hare  fougfar 
fgnnwt  iq^ritnal  wiekedneeeeg^  atad  hhive  preraMed :'  I  have  httoa  aa 
it  weve  m  hearreo,  and  have  taalad  o£  ita  joyi.''  After  a^mon  te- 
Tend  petjMiia  caaae  to>  viiit>him;  one  of  then,  pereehring  diet 
ha  hreathod  AM,  adJBadMim  If  heihad  atiy  paki  ?  he  aaawered,  "  I 
havQ  no  JMirepaalhatt  he  lhatiaMnr4n  heaves;  and  lamoonCenft^ 
if  it^eaaeGodyto'Uehefla^amreayeaiw.'*  Mflny  timea^  when  lyingr 
aa  if  aakppf.V  ^w»  i»  medila<ion»  aaad  waa  heitfd  eatprewing  himaetf 
thua:  ^  Lord,  grant  tmepaaton  tothyctoroh,  that  purity  of  dec* 
trine  mav he  raliinod  Bealore  peaee  to  tUa, oommonwealdi,  with 
godly  nuera  and  magiaOatea.  O  mnre  the  Lord  in  fear,  and  death 
shall  not  be  tronUeaome  to  you.  Kaaaadia  the  death  of  those  who 
have  part  in  the  death  of  JeanaJ* 

Hiat  night,  Dr.  Preaton  hanag  oomef  and  being  told  by  tome  of 
the  attendantg»  that  he  waa  often  v^ry  meaay  in  hit  sleep,  asked  him 
when  he  awolra^  '<  How  he  did,  and  wfaa^  made-him  moan  so  heavily 
in  his  deep  ?"  To  thia  he  answered,  ^  In  my  lifetime,  1  haro  beer 
often  aoaalted  by  Satan,  and  many  timea  he  hath  cast  my  ains  in  m} 
teeth,  to  bring  me  to  despair :  yet  God  gave  ma  strength  to  ovor 
come  his  tanvtatioaa,  and  now  tluitaobtleaenMiit,  whoAeteroeaaeth 
to  tan^  haw  taken  another  conrse,  and  seeks  to  peiwaade  me,  thai 
Jl  my  labours  in  the  ministry,  and  the  fidelity  I  have  Aewed  in 
that  servioe^  have  merited  heavfn  and  immortality.  Bat  bleaaed  be 
God,  he  hath  broii^^  to  my  mind  that  seriptnre,  W7kU  ha$i 
ikm  Oat  tkou  hadtnU  rtcgwedf  and  noiJ,  InU  Oe  grant  of  God 
which  ism  me;  with  which  Satan  hath  gone  away  ashamed,  and  ahall 
no  more  retom ;  and  now  I  am  sure  my  battle  is  at  an  end,  and 
tfiat  I  ahall  shortly,  without  pain  of  body,  or  troid>le  of  spuria  change 
diis  mortal  and  misaaUe  fife,  for  tbit  happy  and  imnuuial  life 
whSuh  ahall  never  have  an  end."  During-  the  course  of  that  night 
nia  sidmesa  greatly  increaaed. 

Monday,  the  24th  of  November,  waa.  the  last  day  he  ^ent  on 
^arth.  He  roaeoot  of-  bed  about  ten  o'doek,  put  on  his  hose  and 
iouUet,  sat  up  for  about  half  an  hour,  and  then  returned  to  bed 
i^;aia.  Being  asked  by  Kinaeandei^fh,  if  he  had  any  pain  ?  he 
nnswered,  "  No  pain  but  such  as,  I  trust,  will  soon  put  an  end  to 
tins  battle ;  yea,  1  do  not  esteem  that  pain  to  m^  which  is  the  he-t 
ginninff  of  eternal  joy."  In  the  afternpon^  he  caused  his  wife  to 
read  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians, 
When  it  waa  ended,  he  said,  **  Is  not  that  a  comfertable  chapter  ?'* 
alitdeafter,  ^  I  commend  my  aoul,  spirit,  and  body,  into  thy  naud«, 
O  Lord.**  About  five  o'clod:  at  niriit,  he  said  to  his  wife,  ''Go, 
read  nhera  I  first  cast  my  anchor.^  Thb  waa  the  seventeenth 
Emptor  of  John's  Gomd,  which  she  read,  together  with  partof  Cal- 
vm^^  sermons  on  tiba  Ephesians.  They  then  w^ent  to  prayer ;  after 
which  Dr.  Preston  asked  liim,  ''  If  he  heard  the  prayer  ?"*  he 
anawered,  '<  Would  to  God  that  you  and^iU  men  had.heard  it  asl 
have  done ;  I  pnuse  God  for  that  hoavenJy  souiid  ;*'  ad^og,-  *^  Lord 
Jesus,  receive  my  spint."  ^bout  eleven  o^dock;  \lq  gixo  a  deep^ 
*    5coTs  fVoRTmsa,  No.  5.  E 
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tyhOf  faennKhiiB,  dnw  near  and  mU^^Ns^^  f9llr»  th»  tfoi»  yM 
hsve  iMig  oitod  to  Go^  Ibr^  d*lli  iMtMittf  WMf  «<;  «iehig'  iH 
poftonl  pGweni  lyi,  ghra  pi  scne  iipi»  HMtyM  lif««|pdii>di»«M»^ 
frrtalifeproaifaes  wUdi  yott  liawMofhM  iltoiMii  UM/*  PpM 
tliii,  l»»Mli9<Mof  id«lM»ldi|  snd  imiwMnHilHiy  srtay  <igB<g 
tirio^  i»  ei^ired-wMoal  aiiy  fttiiggley  M  OMfi^^  Tkoi; 

fiidildif  bis  Cliri^tte  wwfi«s  I10  aiitMet  hMo  tlM  jdy  «f  Ut  Lord, 
t»reMlv»»ero^m^HglitMmMMM)  yi»ywi»d iir  iiniy  wmAindk  at 
Mawy  from  befare  ^e  fewadsttwi  »f  the  wftM> 

He  mm  buried  lit  tbe  i^dreb^yird  of  81.  Gle^  Mtr  Aa*  aqtuir^ 
called  Oe  PariiBmetit  tiloae^  upon  WeAaeaday^iMi  MOt  «€  Novem* 
ber.  HUteaidl  was  attended  by  the  IWl  of  Mertoi^tbenBi^g;^ 
other  Lordsy  and  a  great  midtitade  of  people  of  att  ranks.  Wbetl 
be  was  laid  in  the  grave,  Ae  IM of  Morton  said,  "^Tbere  lies  a 
nan,  wbo,  in  bis  lli&  neter  feared  the  ihoe  oTnuni ;  wbo'  balb  been 
often  Areatened  with  dag'  and  dagger^  bnt  halli^nded  bis  days  in 
honour  and  in  peaee/' 

He  was  lew  in  statore,  andef  a  weaklyeenaiitnllon ;  wUobM  Mn^* 
chmlSBMaton,  one  of  bis  eontemporari^  testy,  <<  I  know  not  if  ever 
uodplaeedamore  godly  and  great  spirit  in  a  body  so  llMie  and  firniL 
I  am  cettafai,  that  tl^re  can  scmidy  be  f oimd  naelW,  1^ 
gifts  of  die  Holy  Ghost,  fdr  the  eonifort  ef  the  dntreh  ef  Soothnd, 
%d  shine.  No  one  spared  bimsdf  less ;  no  one  Was  mere  dffigent 
in  the  oharge  eonmltted  %6  Mm  i  and  yet  tt6  one  was  nK>re  the  ob- 
ject of  the  hatred  ofwidcedmeiii  and  more  vexed  wlUi  ihe  repro^ 
ef  evil  speakers;  bntthlswas  so  fin-  from  abating,  liiat  it  rather 
strengtiiened  \Aa  eonrage  and.  resolntion  in  the  ways  of  God.**  Btea 
calls  him  «<tfie great a{^eoftlie€k90lil''  fjis fUOfobiess in  P^pixnr- 
iiuf  sin,  in  a  maimer  thit  di^wed  be  w»  not  to  be  awed  by  tbe  if<bar 
ofman,  made  np  the  most  remarfmUe  nart  of  bis  Aaraeter,^  4a 
snooess  with  which  tbe  t^ordblessed  his  labonn^  waaenottgb  to  stop 
the  inoulh  oT  every 'enemy  against  biin* 

HIswoiteare,  anAdknonitiontoBngbaldt  an  AppBcstion  to  iKe 
Soots  NoUnty ;.  a  Letter  tor  Mvy,  the  Qnee?  R^ent^*  a  tltatt^ 
of  the  Reformation ;  a  Trisadse  on  Predestiiifttion ;  the  f\nlt  and 
Second  Biatst  of  the  IVnmpet ;  a  -Sermon,'  preai^ied  Angnst,  i&t5, 
on  account  of  wbioh  be  was  for  some  time  prelibitM  irim  pneadr- 
Ing.  He  left  also  smid^  mannscripts,  sermons,  and  tracts  i^t& 
have  never  been  printed.  ' 


CrBOROB  BUCHANAN. 

Groroe  BuChaka^^  Witt  'boHi  In  the  parish  of  Kiltetitm  and  cdhiity 
of  Stirling,  then  forming  nart  of  Lennoxsbire,  in  a  hiStio  hatnlet, 
sStnated  on  the  banks  of  tbe  river  Blane^  aboitf  Ae  beginning  uf 
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mbmmjyUm^    Hii  jwiily  mm  wHlwr  iiiiait  dMwltpriwii,    Hin 
ftlh«r  «e<  «f  iMIty  i*  Hm  iMw  of  hk  «0e^  pod  U*  fwidfiitfafiir, 


^•ftflb.    Oiam6mmmOmmgB,iKm.m$^   iikwiriti  Jtom  Hen- 

Mfaool  Mk  Utn  fivm  dMo%  aai  an^  Um  t»  Birfb  1:1520} 
ThefvfeMiidMkJbnMdtfiohifcliriiB^  «idtepwdy4d  Pofllc^^ 


^MdWiipai 


ymtfAki^nim0g,m  tatmmm  vuth  ]ie*Mt.ftrdaAft»ml 
i#  li«4pMb  C^MS}.    AftM'.kisiiiiiviin^'fitddwd^tailiQBl^ii^ 
iM«t»9M#  lftii#«a«Q9luillteUlit;  lm1ka^mmtMbita^^mwkf¥m 
iilDfilianeiMirfyteMditt^fifial^^  ta  learn 

art    Bui  jJMliiulMiliiiaiirlmiiBgpao^  Had 

>i'fag  iwdtinMl  Jbyw  d#cpiiif#jagay«yiBBBtqagiiil»ifc 
he  raliiMed  jito  infih  i  illniiM  m  4^^fif«f^  hint  idl  th»t  seaioii  io 
fcb  bM.  UkAj  m  Ihi  mriffg^  h^  wm  MM^  io  St.  Apdrews,  to  h^ar 
theIM^t^no  oC  Johii.||Sptrs  ^  rp^d  Iogiqii:9r 

rather,  aopUstoy  a  that  iiBiT«rtit)b  The  fonaior  afteiv  &d^  J  hp 
aeeoi^aiiiedhminilotnNHiee;  wd^thova  he  hnUbadthe  teneta  of 
iha  Ltheaaa  aeot,  whiAaeah^gia  U  llwida.  Ha  atmggied  with 
thadJJMinltiaeof  tertMietf3bato«riwh»ye^  and  at  ladt  waa  admit- 
tsd  into  the  eoU^^aof  8^  B^A^  where  lie. was  j^rofi^asor  of  gram- 
anr  for  afaneat  three  y^ara.  Pming  that  tjmue,  Gilbert  Kennody, 
BaiLof  Caarili%  aiie  irf*  the  young  8oo«^  aobleii.  bdog  in  that 
eomtry,  [1527]  waa  Bmeh  takea  with  bia  hi||ailiuty  and  aoq[iiaiBt' 
aaee;  ao  that  he  entektttoed  him  for  $ve  yean^  aiii'lwoiight  him. 
back  with  Urn  into  Soptfaad. 

Afterwarda  having^a  mind  to  teKfmt^  to  ^aoa  tohi^^d  atudiesybe 
waa  detained  by  !t^King^  and,  made  totor  to  Jamea  hi<  natural  aon. 
In  the  mean  tane>  an  ehgy  made  by  bha  a;t  kJame  hoiire»  came  into 
ahehandioftbelMiiflfiieaiis.  |n  ithe  retntaented  hiinaelf  as  soli- 
attadinadreamybySt.  t'mncisi  to  enter  into  hisord^r;  andhairijig 
in  eae  or  two  paaaiya  ^relocted  oa  them  v^y  serrerdyi  these  ghost- 
ly ftthersy  ttotwatimBdiag  Iheur  peofeasion  of  meoknese  and  hnmi- 
hty,  reaentedmore  keeidy  than  man  baring  obtatod  siich  a  cbaraG- 
ier  for  piety  oagtt^  to  bare  don<!u  so  small  an  occanon  of  ofienoe. 
But  fri2baig  no  jnat  gronnda  for  tneir  mibomided  (^ 
Urn  npoa  the  aeoro  at  rsUgion;  vkiA  waa  Amr  eommon  way  ot 
torif^  daiaa  ialw»  bwiiad  Ihair  jisploasars*.  Thaa,  idulat  they 
hidn^gedthevinmotent  mali^  Hieymade  Man  who  waa  notweU 
afibcted  to  Aem  before^  a  atiD  greater  eamny  to  their  lieentioasness, 
and  iradeaed  him  atiU  more  partial  to  the  £ntbarf9  canae.  In  ^ 
■oaa  time^/£i5S^73  the  tOng,  with  Magdalena  hia  wifo»  oame  from 
*^  ^aotwithl^gaodwiUefthaprieathood;  iirfm  Wiere  al^ 
topii  hiffhaaing  bemi  bred  iq>  nndeii  her  annt  die  ^^eea 
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<f  Nayanre,  AoJd  iHi^it  biwii  JawmHiaa  la  ulkAon.    But  tUi 
imp  00011  viaiiked  upom  htt  dmAi  wUth  folfewod  doctif  aft«. 

Next  time  aioM  jealeeme  ad  dont  aben*  aoaw  ef  ^»  mbili^ 
"who  were  dMiiigii^  .to  have  eoMpired  agaiut  Ui  Mqeetf,  and  m 
tJMrt;  matter,  the  Kia§  beiiy  yiuiMaud  tiirt  Ae  T 


aiaoweijS'  euiiatadui  *  Btlnaia,  nrfio  imn  then  at  ffeatt,  Ihonflifc 
iguerant  of  4he  di^gfaeti  betiaeen  hisi  aad  that  order,  to  write  a  m^ 
tire  wponthem...  Hewaaloadi  ta  aOeiri  eidi^faity;  aad  thira- 


lbre,dioiigiihenadeaip«tai,  k.  wm  boet  ihevt^  and  eoA  m  anight 
a^nidt  of  a  debbtfid  iatei|ietalion,  and  dmf  aMMed  neither  Oie 
KiQgr,  whawmldhafe' ;»  dMrpandath^fiifp  iweMtiee,  nir  yet  the 
lathen,  who  loohed  on  ikiaaa  eqihel  eieiie%  to  hawa any  iha^ 
ofthenin  theleaetdtgaeadfahenoanhW  So  that^  leeehrh^  a  ee- 
aend  ooaMund  to  wnteiB09e.paBgeBid7  againet  tiMm^  h^  begw 
poem,  whMitewbeaiai^e  tide  dPthe  Frandeeen,  endgame  it  ta 
theKhwA  Biitihoiilf eAer,  [16391  leifdi«rAwUB^Uendiat 
€eQi%  ttHit  Car&ial  Beaton  eeii^  hk  liifoy  and  had  offBoed  the 


KhigaeanKifaBHiey,  ae  a  pciee  br,  hie  head,  he,  on  being  anare* 
hmSf^i,  mmppi  oat  of  ftiaen,  aadfledto  Iftigiwdt    Baft  thw 


*  Tills  U  •  atvere  satire  agatnst  the  thonls  md  Man,  '  The  fbllowli^  extract 
Is'fiNNii  The  PMtsMoit,  befi^r-pert  of  ■  timaslfttiM^  bgr  Ae'  Rer.  Jbha  effttaaB^ 
RMidr  of  lfi^m%iB,  Imlaae  t— >  ^ 

«  And  aew,'aqr  IMHiftil  hnahrta,  ease  Ae  •&, 
I  vim  aU  CMhUoi  afiriBst  fit.  fiMl ; 
The  man  of  Tara^  thiNigh  hk  bead  llis.Wfi^ 
LiTes  in  hb  writings^  oar  eternal  foe :— t 
Would  he  had  perish'd  at  an  early  day. 
Or  to  DamaacuSy  when  he  toolt  his  way. 
Had  dropi^'d  dawn  dead,  heAee  he  was  bqelMd, 
And  Joteed  the  aect  he  hated  aad  deqiMU 
,  Tla^  yet  w^l  oime,  if  projpbets  teU  no  lic^ 
who  ah  assure  us  ttiat  it  now  draws  nlgl^ 
When  men,  oonrinoed  hy  FSul,  Aall  farwvrA  stand* 
To  pnrge  "tmoi  superslitloo*  all  the  land^— 
'  Rmai  Chrietien  chaiiohe%  heelhaa  jptleett  €i^ 
>  f.  No  loQgfr  arbiters  of  heaeen  and  h^(-^    ., 
Then  truth  victorious,  beaming  upon  mai^    ,  . 
Shall  soon  display  the  gospel's  holy  phm  ; 
And  to  the  world  expoee,  as  dear  as  day, 
Hie  wilce  we  praetiee^  and  the  trkks  We  phiy* 
'   Tbeierare  taiM  heed>  tan  Kfint  to  ansfil  ci^anal^ 
Thelibfirtr.thenwrilinaelotraiiplam     , 
And,  since  we  can*t  destroy  them,  let  thf|a  V^ 
Lock*d  up  in  lAtin,  firom  Uie  vulgar  eye- 
Left  to  be  studied  and  commented  on 
Byth' orthodox  old  doctertbfSeitaiiiey  '-   ' 
.Who^  when  their  he«y  beak  en  smmidwilli  wM* 
.  Can  .best  nlifKvel  masltriet  di^viae.*' . 

W.  ^I'O. 

t  **  In  the  midst  of  theee  evils,"  says  Knox, «'  he  (Ae  King)  caused  to  put  handa 
on  Aat  notable  man,  Mr.  George  Buchanan ;  bat  by  the  meidlhl  peevidenee  of  O^ 
be  eesaped  the  rege^oC  thoee  tiiat  aougbt  hieltfi,  allbei^  with  gnat  ditfcaHpf  end 
— ^-  alive  to  this  ky  (1566),  to  fhe  ^ory  of  God,  the  great  heooor  of  t^  aer 
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dia^d^lttgBiMre<iniMok€8iiftino%lbtt#nll»jf«r^  cbf^  andl 

^saM^ymHk  emitmd  thenflseire^  it^  m«i  of  .libtii  JMlH>a%' Hro^r 
tesuato and Piq^  wcm  Imral;  Hwy  VlILiiiilife  <Mi^  beioir 

reli^ofii.    Tlus  anottrtainly  of  a£Rnn  in  England,  moomM  bjrUn 
fiNoner  ttoqaulKioe  willi  llie  Frandi,  «ikt4»«HBlM]r  nataralto 
,  di^iriBm  ngmt  iato  liitlringdMik 
Oa  Ui  aairai  in  Piri%  ke  foind  CMfod  BMob,  Im  bHtaMI 
fyitftfeokMiclerof  ambaMiU^«faira:  ao  Maft,  to  wiAdien^ 
t  lib  1^,  at  the  invitirtfi^^  AiidMrvr  €krveio»  te 


toBaniettBx.    TimheiuBif^lkMjemnmiiham^ 


wemwnt(ted  at  iU  poUie  ooa^  and  m  Oatrtbae  Iw  mmfomA  Mr 
U a(^»dica,  affedi  watt  aftanmwb  pnmahad . at  difemtilkMs  *~ 
ttMtwbioklMivAmlofiral,  cdMtte  DapiM/iwai  pafatad  laat>  * 
next  to  te  liia  MadOi  <tf  Sori{MBik  lie  ntfvCe  tikaa^  fan 
fntiktibecaatomof  thaaeho^  iriMck  MfaMdi^ata  fh^akiiM 
be  prodneed  aaanaDy,  that  the  acting  of  ihem  wi^^  wMi  iim 
jtRom  froBi^haaDegoiUtylhBn  m  rtgm  bathe  lulfcaiHi^  MMrfag 
llHiBba&^aiaNnkaipdaaiUe,  to  a  jaU  -Mfriim  if  thaiiiHiaimL 
Sanwwdh^k  llMe.fiorlb^ftaid  Ua  hopea^  he  took  wa%  yabia  a» 
€oapomag  im  oliiartwo  tragediea^  Jepfadna  aad  Aldaatea;  ta-4a 
theaghc  ttat  A07  worid  Ml  ondar  A-aeverar  acmtiBy  hy  the  iearn^ 
ed«  And  fH^  danngtUa  timey  faeiva%  bf  iidBnea%  ftee  irofli 
taredbie;lNil  waa  haraaaad  by  the  araaaoeaef  the  Ctardnudoa  th» 
one  md^t.  and  o£  the  SMMiaaaas  oa  the  ethea.  ¥me  tiie  Cardinal 
had  wrota  Mitfa  to  the  Aiddibhep  ef  Bonrdaaax,  daaifiag  t^ 
Bright  te  npprohfaided;  bui  pro videatiaUy  Iheae  letteta  Ml  into  the 
handa^BaehBMa'alwatManda.  Hoarener,  IIm  daalh  of  the  Kiagi 
of  6eoft%  1542,  aadjiha  plagat>  wiacfc^thaa  naed  awr  all  OuJuanii; 
diyned)thb  Imt:  ^  v  \ 

la  the  aiaaa^niai,  aa  eapacaa'aama  to  ^knFeta  finoai'lhe  Kai|[^'«tf 
Fortagal,  ceamiaadiag  him  to  retum,  aii^  htmg  withhim  aekaeaMn 
leuraedinUie  Greek,  and  Latimtongtiaa;  that  they  might  teaah  the 
yheral  arts,  and  eapealalli^tiw  prina^ler  of 'the  AviatotaKan  phikee^ 
phy,  in  thdae  adioola  wUdi,  yriith  great  tare  aad  eapenae,  he  waa 
thea  eredang.  Bodailani  bong  addrdaaed  on  the  aaMeei,  readily 
conaeatodtegolforone.  For,  a^]8t  hd  aan?  that  the  whole  of  Eorbpe 
beaidea,  "Wbs  either,  aotoaUy  engaged  in>foreign  ordonmatio  wan,  or 
mat  vpon  the  point  af  being  .ao,  PoHBga1»  ia  hia  opadon^  "waa 
lihidy  to  be  ftee^ncmi  audi  timialhi  aad  eombaatioaa ;  aad>beaidea, 
Ms  eompanioaa  in  the  eocpedilum  were  anA,  .that' they  aeenaed  ra- 
thor  hb  aeqnaintailoeB  laid  familiar  frUada^  Ihaa  atrangera  or  alieni 
to  him.  There  were  many  of  them  <vriio  had  been  hia  ialteatee  ibr 
sereral  yeara,  aad  who  are  well  hnowatathfrwitold  by  thair  kaomiMl 
arorha,  aa  Nichdaaa  Qtathhi^  OnHahttna^tOmtutaia,  jMobaa  Te- 
Tina,  and'Eliaa  Veaetaa,  aad  for  thia  reaaea  henetaalyiluBiaftf  ha» 


«Mv  end  ta  Ihe  eaaiftrt  •/  tiMMo  who  duBglit  in  Inrtdng  mi  Yirlu#."-^(W( 
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«a^ae.fltnt.    Aiidtoiiiy  li  tot  A»wmt^mf  mtwaofc 

it.tnyUiMi 'daath,  >.rMiiini(itMMHiiii^idi  iproved  fvartly'ivimdi^  t» 

'  * ;  TttiModiatriyMttiiiniiiidi—o  £1^4i83»tfMir<PWPiw  <i^miiM  od  Cut 
to  eoRiare  them  by  treaoheryi  andeoon  t£^mmifwAyitAmaii^9^ 
tMlttd.tbMf :  sad  liiFiiig  iM^ojFadmnli W>i^  ^ho  mta^^> 
fl— iiaelyrhartafttp  AeiiaMu^  tbsy  Wi  Mold^HntBe-aitliei^  and 
baM  diem^a/pilMm*  KMmliiaDea^alteftlaiif  andloaliiaonneoiifi^ 
MMt^they  warerteo^gk^^tenakailMirdeindai,  bo^  aAanlany 
Utttriamla,  weird  ranuAadagiiB;  B»aoaiii«r  lugfia|^  af peaiad  in 
i^gainttrtlHiiu  OiTkit  Biwhananj  m  pavtieoiar,  Aey-iasiAted 
iititBO/ff-m^hmagMi^nkig^^  and  kaafwing^abo^  tbatba  had 
fcfWfdi  in  Ibai  oooitay,  «lio  wsidd  diiar  r^inda  ia  bU  ptoap^ 

iwhiab  weiia 


puithbiiaiHaowB,  cr  Mveiiga«lMi*roogii 
L^bbrfw    I  '    .  .  .    •    .       ,   -  I   ■  • 

dMicUefterina  laidfta  b]a<dnrai,'i«ia  Ibe  ^vrrhing  4if  liiri  ^oeai 
apMHlilbaiPianfliaiBBa,  wbiali,  Ira&re  laainHg  Fiaaioi^  he  bad  tabaii 
earaib^feiaeuiaiitaiheKb^ciPPioataeal,  aaddS  vAkbbis  m- 
eabevptwemdUiDst  aatkiiif' :igdoiaiit»  ataee  4*  tmk  mtRfpttiM.  ivMi 
on^etoy  oCilio^tbe  Kmr  af  SdoM»  by  wboaaaoBiiiaadld  ^ifvoto 
Ifti  Thay  fiartbMKihjegfed  ^iiii  eating  fledb  in  Lcaa  f  Ibobg&tbeia 
k«oiaanaiiin>att;6i^  bataBealh»aiBiaiib<ttf,  Arf 
il  waa  ta^  dud  be  bad  fmmd  sobm  ibaip  veduuiba-  upcm  Iba 
an^nbi^  wftiefay  bewevarv  bobody  but  a  moak  bbaaeif  edidi  wA 
aa»evt  egtkmL  Marmrer,  tt»y  itoei^  H  baiiiaiMly  aarfpa,  tiaife  bi 
ibauiortiBacattrae  «dtb  tone  yoimg  Bcnrtaifitete  gaDtftnaen^  inMm 
znenkiailjbflnigsiadaef  ttn^eoebarlil,  baiA|iiiid,tb^  bi  bia^lmoii^ 
Austiii  was  most  inetined  to  die  party  oondenmed-b^  iba  Amal^iDf 
BoflMk  AM'two  oCber  peiaoB%  as  oaueta  bia  kaamlwlpa  aitme 
yeara  aften  vis*  Jobn  IVi^niiy  a  Naittan,  aqd  Mm  FemaioMf  a 
nadoaofltaiey  witaaKod  i^g^aaMt  bim,  dad  Ifaay  bad  beard,  horn  ae* 
vend  credilaUo  peraaoa,  «<  llat  be  waa  not  offAodox  aa  fa  Iba 
Bomiib  6kh  and  toiigtom'*    Bnt  torretanitoihe  narratlvie: 

After  baTiag  wearied  badi  themaelm  and  bfanlbr  nearly  a  yaar 
aiidabfll^diaiiiq^flkoraatbMtyihat^dieymiAbtBOt  $ee^  bava 
aaoadeariy  banoaed  a  inan.of  iome  aame  aad  note  fci  tiie  vrgAd, 


abatUmiqpvfor^aaneBmidia  in  a  laonnaigry,  there  to  be 
atdmdy.&aipIiaadaadinstnMtodbytbanoidca;  irbRstogive 
lbei#  daa^  tbonghtvefv  ignorant  boi  all  msttem  of  t-dlgion,  ireremai» 
•AoRimfl^  nritber  bad  fa  dnkr  mondi^  nor  nda  in  tbdr  bebariafar. 
Dtaiag'^tialaa^  [l&51]itifaB,tlarthetiaMlBt>idHwwbidpdtpart 
of  fitoiSd'a  Ptabaa,  ado  lUrtin  ^ma 


AilengAheiitBaiia^IHMiity?  and,  apon  i  Baaairtwg  pwiniBrioa 
aqd.paHpdr«i'«a  Ml«i  ta  Aanaar  die  Kfaig  daibad  Um  to  leoiaia 
in  PortmU,  and  meantime  allotted  bim  a  small  som  for  daily  neoea- 
aaries  and  escpenses,  till  some  better  prorision  migbt  be  made  fbr  bis 
admdtenea.  Bat,  tired  ^ffitbtbeddi^,  aad  befaig  pat  dff  to  no  car- 
tain  time,  nor  oa  any  sara  gronnds  of  bope^  and  baying  jifot  Aa 
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kaVwi^mr  nto  Ea^fliid*    In  AHl«Mnir]r  be  made  but  •  «k 
itayVArentlwi^iMr  offins  wwe4MdB  Ub;  for  fc»  iMrtfait 


tUiigs  ware  nlivnrf  jBidtBiiiilti  mder.  ^  te 

not&baoff  ainvunnwiAoiie  snotker;  ani  Ite  miadboi 


noblM  bong  ainvunnwiA  one  snotker;  and  ite  miadb  of  Ike 
tiMui  C16^>*     H^tkmtoe  i^iiteai  kito  Fmnee,  aad  anired 


naPMB  compelled  by  kia  firienda  ta  viito  a  poem  nUiliw  4o 
a«y»  wtkkheaki  witk  wJanhmao,  beky  iiwriBiky  laJSlai^ 
ifilkae«6ral4>£kiiaetnifuateifiak  Md  aapMhttr  witfc  Meiaui 


I,  4Hid  amflUly  wid 

11^  bad  jaatoDMpaaadAhMiied  aad  Jiyat  «iief7 

lanbjaat    TpdiaFiMdivatlkiBpenod  ctfbfaliife,  B«d^^ 

M%daiaitak»(iaal3ieyr«(W]i^  hk  jMiataaii  aa  a  pool  bavfaig 
QOvabadAgioryanMiiiddiAbuidofkiabiEdt.  Tba  wvimk  of -kb 
attaabaaent  ka  iiiatowtd>iB.ayoaii  whkii  ke  wgote^on  Aa  oaeaakin 
of  hh  aKxtealflLlkaiiaa^  lihwn  ba  aa<m  aftw  waaappoiirtad  m  imguai 
of  tbe  edlege  ^  Boneonit. 

ShwD  Ikmse  {iU3]  Jba  faa  caBad  kito  itabf»  by  C9MU«ea  do 
Cbiao  of  A:aaiia»  vbo.lih^iarilk  amcsh  rqurtatioa  and  aoaceai,  go- 
wned in  tba  Tmuk  and  flcaoono  oonHtiaa  akom  tba  Po,  and 
iwiddiiatfciiiBiaDdfab^aBTnnelooiiy  lomatf  imiiw  ia  Italy,  aad  senw- 
timmkk  Fraana a  ho  inaiainad  far  ahoatfiva  years,  tiM  ik»  year 
l^aa  A  graatl^  of  4i8  tini»ke  ipent  In  the  eindy  of  the  H<^ 
fiorqita'Wylfaat  aa  be  aught  bo  able  to  finm.  a  mow  aatreol  jo4|^ 
KMaii of  dtt oontrocfindas in foligioB,  ndnd^easployedtko tkoiiji^ite, 
ai^oo«aiodthialinwofBio6tofdMaettof|bo«»dayiu  Andlhea^ 
diiyliii  being  tbai,  •  HttJb  giiancad  m  Bcodand,  whe»  that  kja^^ddm 
MafinndtemUwiinmiyoftboOoiaeaef  F^^  koatlengib 
retamad  tkithfiv  nd  beci^Ao  a  aHmbev  of  Ae  TCfemad  ekovdi  of 

lliodnl&ofhkMtiniicamidlbooxaothpaaoertained.  BittltwaB 
iwtainly  abont  the  yeac  U60.  Some  of  hia  earty  wiMoge  he  now, 
aa  it  ««n»  xodeomed  fiona  jhipweefc;  oellooted  aadpnUidhed.  The 
iMl^  vbiflk  were  flaatler«4  vp  9nd  down  in  the  hands  of  hie  £4etidi, 
he  committed  to  the  ditpoeal  of  ProTidonce.  Sbratly  aft^,  he 
waa  made  cboifle  of  by  the  yoong  Qneon,  on  her  amtal  from 
EnHMa^toaaiiftanddiDaotherdamicidatndiea;  and,  somudidoeB 
bo  aaom  to  baire  been  nqtretied  with  her  jnidnBating  manners  and 
elegant  accompliabments,  as  to  have  giren  rent  to  his  admiraliott, 
by  de&nking  to  her  tb^fisst  complota  edition  of  his  PtahnAi  ;Nor 
doea  it  amar  that  ahe  was  altogether  inscinuUe  to  his  merits,  f6t 
we  find  Ae  rewuded  him  for  ids  semces,  by  eonfarring  tqpon  him 
CUM]  the  Inqoporditiaa  of  Crosopagndl  Abbey.  His  steady  at- 
tachment,  hammer,  to  the  vefotmed  veUgion  and  the  liberties  of  Us 
oumitry,  nndered  him  direotly  opposed  to  her  favoarite  designs  and 
her  ndh^  paasifm^  and  led  mm  to  cnUlTaito  the  fi4«idsbip^  those 
who  ifierwaads  plaoed  tkomsdves  in  jarray  against  her. 
.  Aaooidini^y^  Shning  this  same  year  we  find  he  {Hrepared  for  -the 
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j^vMi  a  Qilleoliott  o€  1^  Sitiras,  an  wiiMi  he  anployad  lifc  

iroayagiiiisttfaeibderietaiiiAiBi^iiritiesof  dwP^^  aad 

hftving  fiatthad  hk  FVaaMiaoaiua,  dtdicaled  it  to  los'fi^iid'aad-pa* 
treii»  the  Ead  of  Mora^.  Twi>  ye««  after  [1506],  a  Taeaii* 
cy:  bvrvog  oeoane4»  he  vnm  predated  by  that  iioUeiiHuiy  as  piior  of 
St»  Andrewf,  to  the  faaiidipality  of  one  of  the  eoUegas  ia  thstdty^ 

HeneW)  of  eoone,  gave  dp  his  eonoeetMntwith  the  ooart,  Md 
nadoved  his  reodoioe  ddther;  and tiie-duui^ier  which,  ar^pfiao^Md 
.<tf  St  Leomurdsy  he- is  said  to^have^  ooa^i^  is  yet  shewn  tathe 
caninis,  aad  is  si^pesed  to  haareandaigoae  baft  lialaUmasfi»raii(ian> 
In  thb  office,  he  ikliTeredt  oooanoaal  piefeotioiis  ia  nMolofy^  aad 
gafean^proo&ofhisacqaafaitanoawidithe  Scriptiires;  wdnat 
only  m  ttie  aniTiarnty^  hot  ihvoBgiMmt  tte  ahareh,  hu 
high.  Thes^  neirer  either  laotor  or  deaa  of  the  ndalty  of  Aits^ 
his  aamsoecara  three  tones  ia  the  raoerd  of  1667-8-9,  as  one  of  the 
dean's  assessors,  wid,  from  tibe  yoM*  156a  to  1567,  he  had  thb  hon*. 
onrof  aseatintheGeaeiai  Assemhly  as  a  Doctor,  was  a  eoastaat 
msmheritf  its  most  iaiportaot  iisinaiittinssi  Midinthekst  of  these 
years  was  diosen  Modmtor. 

He  was  now  ealled  fioan  the  oalm  pmsaits  of  A»  eohobr,  peet^ 
aad  thedogian,  to  min^. in  tiie  avena  of  dTi  polities.  After  the 
defeat  of  the  Qneea  at  Laagside,  aad  her  vnh^ppy  flight  iato  Eaf- 
Umd,  tiie  Regent  was  teoed  by  his  cJucnaMitshfos  to  undertake  t£e 
ungradens  task  of  i^peanag  as  the  aeoossr  <^  his  sistv  aad  ao?a» 
reign ;  and  in  the  pecforaunoe  of  this  pahiM  duty  was  asnsted 
by  Buchanan,  who  attoaded  him  to-  the  conteenees  at  York  aad 
Westminster  [1668-9],  and  drewnpia  Latav'^A  Bsteetienof 
the  Doii^s  of  Mary  Qneea  of  Sooti^"  He  has  abo,  In*  iemneoos* 
ly,  been  siqpposed  to  be  the  anther  of  nnsthei'  latia  teeaCise 
cm  the  same  snljeet,  <<  Actio  contra  Mariam,''  aad  oa  aoooaat  of  it 
has  saAred  nmoh  undeserred  rtproaoh ;  kit  this,  in  rssUty,  was 
produced  by  one  of  the  satellites  of  EU»d)eth,  and  contains,  seatt- 
meats  the  rery  reverse  of  Buchanan's.  Tim  Detection^ 'iHueh  was 
strictly  an  o£EiGial  pi^^er,  as  originally. wxttten  by  him,  was  aeoadse 
histoneal  deduction  of  &cts,  sodi  as  was  ahaolntely  necessary  for 
onderstanding  the  subject,  and  vindicating'  the  aeUes  in  their  pro« 
ceedings  against  the  Queen. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  R^gei^  which  hi^pened  soon  after,  dread^ 
ing  die  prevailing  influence  and  ambitioas  views  of  tiie  hoase  of 
Ij^milton,  he  wroto  and  prmted  his  <<  Admonition  to  the  true  Lords^ 
maintainors  of  justice  and  obedience  to  the  King's  Graoe;"*a  tsoct^ 
having  in  view  to  rouse  the  nobility  to  rqness  the  dsscrderiy^  to 
punish  the  abettors  of  sedition,  and  to  protect  the  young  King  from 
the  dangers  wiiidi  threatened  hie  life. 

It  would  also  appear,  that  haviuf^  during  the  Regency  of  Morayv 
been  for  a  short  period  Director  of  Chancery,  he  was  ander  that  of 
Lennox,  in  tlie  year  1570,  appointed  Lord  Piivy  SeaL  In  the  same 
year  too,  he  was  entrusted  with  the  important  dnuge  of  educadnn 
tlie  young  Kin^,  now  in  his  fourth  year,  a  charge,  whidi  all  wiH 
adknowledge  his  fitoess  to  undertake,  and  his  fiddiiy  in  exBcating» 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


GEORGE  B0CHAKAN.  75 

:  lie  «w3d  liare  fuiiUed  widi  matk  mtm  mutecm,  In* 
^lAowmawocMtedwiUilikibMifceqiiaUyfiMiM  A^hmg 
liOTd  Fihrf  Bed,  hBvtm'eaMBd  to  a  seat  in  FuliaMeat,  and  waa 
aypfliatadaiMwngWimaffonagreiriimportiatoccai^^  fail^78^he 
foimed  one  of  a  oommiBrioil,  indnding  many  of  .tiie  BM>el  iUnflrioas 
for  Twakt m  talent  -m  Scotland^  Jn^ointeA  16  e«unine  md  digit  the 
]awa<^  tfae  knd.  Hewaealio  indiided  in  tiro  ooinnuamna  rfr- 
wpetSi^ EJiiijiliim ;  ididalsoirioaefar ekainkily  a*^Bookrf the 
Feiky  e£  tlwlKuk.''  Btiring.the  time  thsti  Mortm  warn  di^pleee^ 
£poin  the  office  of  Regent,  he  was,  moreoTer,  assodatod  with  .o&tB 
oAflcnef  ifiMs,  ap^oinled  by  the  Ariry  CoimcQ  to  adnee  and.  di- 
ret^lkiBymmgwomudit  im  nffinn  whirh  innn  horartn  nnnimminiy 
bjrlhe£ari's«etanitopowen  But  aaiidflt  all  thoM  taried  avoeiM 
tfao^  Uawlnleaonl  seems  to^haYe  been  intensely  bent  on.  ^nnnb|f 
tiie  mind  of  Ids  MEyalpopil  to  those  masdmsofgorerttoienl  andtimse 
pimopleBefcbMracter,  on  which  the  dignity  andhawinesaof  aim 
Mm^rtnto  esMinrislly  depend,  Ontliigsid^|eot»  hiaboldand  iodm^ 
pendent,  and  sfaMSt  pEiqAetio  addieai  to  Unindedkatiag  tlia.B^^ 
tistes,  in  1576,  oogfat  not  to  be  passedoTer*  ^  This  ciicnmstanoe,*' 
I  be,  ^may  seem  to  bear  amove  paHkahnreftKeneetoyo^ibaiift 


aaysne^  **mayseemiooearaaM>vepanMaiarreieienoe«Qyoi^ttaais 
clearly  diseloees  tiie  ponishmenl of  tyvnnt^  and  theodsffry  wbiob 
awaiia  tbm  when  tbw  proepeiity  seems  at  its  heights    That.yod 


sboold  Aow  aeqoice  snch  IcnoFwledge,  I  oensider  as  not  only  expedi* 
ent  but  eren  nooessaiy,  in  order  uat  yen  may  earlv  begin  to  bale 
wbai  yon  ongbit  erer  to  dmn.  I  tbeNfove  wish  tUa  wierk'^ 
nmain  aa  a  witness  to  posietifey,  that  M,  in|»elled  by  ml  oonwsellom^ 
and  aiAring  the  ticen^ousness  of  voydty  to  piei^  oter  a  mtadui 
edneadon,  yon  sbonld  hereafter  be  gwlty  of  any  imfrnper  oonddot, 
the  €ndi  nwy  be  impoted,  not  to  yonr  preoeplOfi>  mit  to  yon,  who 
baTn  noi  obeyed  tbmr  safadary  admonitions." 

In^mibr  langoage^  sndvith  increasing  audety,  did  he^  three 
yeaaa  aftemaids^  inscribe  to  him  the  most  important  of  aUhkwnti 
vmm,  SEzeqpI'lds  Ifistory,  the  trealise.  Do  jure  Bogni  apnd  Seoteos 
«'I  bnre  deemed,"  says  die  TcneraUe  teadier,  <«this  pdUicalien 
m^edBsnt,  that  it  may  at  once  testify  my  seal  to  yonr  servioe,  and 
adnaoniA  yon  of  your  dnty  to  the  amnnunity*"  Then»  after  soaie 
otmnpliments  to  his  docility,  he  adds :  ^  Yet  am  I  compelled  to  en- 
tertidn  some  digbt  degree  of  snspidon,  lest  evil  commnnication,  the 
afinringnnrseirf'theTices,  sbonld  lend  an  nidMppy  immdsn  to  yonr 
still  tender  mind ;  especially  as  I  am  not  ignorant  with  wbat  fibdlity 
tiie  extemal  senses  yield  to  seduction.  1  have  Iberefbre  sent  you 
ihia  treatise,  not  only  as  an  advice,  but  even  as  an  importunate,  and 
aoflMtimes  Impudent,  exbovter,  to  direct  you,  at  this  eritiflal  period 
<tf  life^  saMy  past  Ibe  dangeroua  roehsof  adnlaftion;  not  merdy  to 
point  out  the  path,  but  to  keep  you  in  it,  and  if  you  should  deviate, 
to  rqirove  and  reclaim  your  wanderings ;  which  monitor  if  yon 
^^Yf  you  will  ensure  tranquillity  to  youraelf  and  youiT  family,  and 
transmit  yonr  g^r^  to  the  most  remote  posterity." 
'  Hue  treatise,  originally  written  as  a  defence  of  the  firiendsof  fiwe- 
dom  in  thdr  treatment  of  the  Queens  .is  net  ooitfned  to  the  merely 
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{m  i»  tte  ttUBte  of  Imt 
IkihmtYtl^pmiAamAihf^  oiiteUM,  is  aU  tl» 
hodt  but  Mhntu  sAjeci  of  altogiMiCB,  sai  hoi  ktifiem  ui $im^ 
lha$o%AgoodligimettMoitlMOo.fl|^t^fliV^  «tei 

one  oilgiitto  ho  lodfllodLf^ 

NowodiaooeAtolwTMB  yoiov  W  woo  indted^ 
wtlb-liw  ibiioitotun  <^  hkfikiA,  te  wite  ol^ioot 
Hft^wUflh,  muricoioiilbbf 
flioil}]^  Ib,  oo  Avoi  io  {^6%  iDttomd  tksonghoot.iii 


Am  imloooo  olldi  IdndiM^to  o»l 
Iwooolioitodlrfo  vmriMl  of  a  woili)  and'? 

ar,  aeoMO  to  fa  Ma  roiifciteoafrfitfiing.    Fnw  a  IMbs^ 
.alitt  ogb^il^  addreMdl  bf  liin>l^  Beaa,  aiid  dM  lail  Aal  ka 
^ arooM; appea>  liaolwi^ aftartomoTOd <0' Bhiaboigh*    it 
iaAita*Bdkhw^,  i5«iJ%>  I68k   flb  Utlonv  «  «lipakJ» 
IhmI  oiifl»7od^  ibr  tiiwjbT  yaara,  iv^ 

■a^r*  at  ftBawi,  aad  ^wetawl^  a<  aalgfat  boaopppae^  >  r  oiMJilMrtlo  ■hTi 
of  nitBiast sad aftandoib  Otrtof  adMm^aaa  il,  aadaboiriii- 
adM  altar  bklMiilb,bk^«oMiflg  ^nanai  BmhanaB^  tugiithuiT  arMi 
Aiidbeir  and  Aiaoa  iCeMtotiiea  i*  fit;  Andaewa,  pMd  «  a  Tirit; 
in  kk  aMomd  of  4Hdeh»  tbo  iaitqp  bas  rebM^d  a^  ( JuiiimUBBHii  lajdch 
sttiidBglf  dli|AafibkBtiiOBgtbofii^^  and  deobnos' <#  obaiaalai^ 
ataa  to  Ibo  bit.  Oa  iw|aMUflg  hiat  to  atoer a  WM—ga»  afcwbicb 
tbof  «baiighitboKjwiii%hibaofllNidad^  ho  raplid  bT«he  ^m- 
tbni»  ""IM  mo  tr  I  bars  told  the  temk."  «« Yas,"  wdUBWoriB, 
^l  tbbk ao."  '^ HMtiT  tAdlus  '< Twifl aUdo Ida flmib  «ii4dl bb 
UaVs  pii7,.Mf  to  God  f)H>  ma,  and  IM  Hlin  dlNi^ 

Thb  viHa  bo  aorvbad  flfoat  a  lavdtvomontbt  aAd  ir  aa^ 
boon  grajdfyiiig  to  know>  ^(4iotbar  ho  ovar  i^mbad  wramiilr«f>|;aa- 
tbttlb or  bMbM  from  im  royid ptqii^ doi4np then^baf^liai^ffo- 
itaetedMlnfliiar  piasiimptbfiis  aro  agabut  bi  Tbumar  bCmw aa, 
that  Jamat  k^eqnired  bb  preomOor  to  votraet  laiat^habad  aiiboa 
wMi  80  Bsacb  froodom  rm^ee/bmg  fba  Quoea  bb  muflkim  s<id  bato 
topoateiitytomeformRltev^moarofUaooaiipmwttdkk  Haatfcat 
1  an  0mBhe  anaww,  bat  boiiig'  aftaifptfadi  iaymOawBd  by  ra- 


^  TUalTMt,  after  hs?toal»naiitn«|]fidiipiBalba«vw»«a4iv4^ 
loa^  oblaiaad  tht  pnias  whkh  it  meiiti*  **  The  mUmqi'Vuofs  Sfar  Jamm  Mao- 
Iat09h>  '^  which  teaches  tlie  rights  of  nuuii  the  eloqiMoee  that  kindleB  the  q>irit  at 
freedom^  had  for  *ag«s  heen  huried  with  the  0|ther  monumenta  of  the  wifldom,  and 
KlfcB  of  tha  gonias  of  antt^pfty.  Bat  tlie  retitai  cf  letters  Ant  tudodoed  only  t» 
A'  w&w  Iha  aaorsd'  ibimtafiib  The  neesssai^  labaaiv  w  ecitlQisai  and  liBao|[iii|^i)r' 
MMpicdtfaB  «ifliarad»lan,aiid8gMa  tima  stepwil  MMathaapMlaf  aatifaMr' 
waa  traoafUnd  into  it» edndiank  The  tet.  osan  oi  that  period,  wtio  aaitad  ala-< 
puit  Isaming  to  original  and  maaruiine  thought^  was  Buclianai};  and  he,  iwh^ 
seems  to  have  heen  tiio  first  scholar  who  caught  from  the  ancienta  the  noUe  Bama . 
of  repaUican  cnthnsiasni.  This  praise  is  merited  by  his  ncgleoted,  though  incom'- 
ptfaUetraet,  Da  Jon  R^nl,  In  ndildi  the  prhwiflev  of  papular  palK|oa,aai  tba 
BMnclna  of  n  fiwa  gofamnscnt,  aia  dsiiverad  with  a  pradsiaD,  and  cnftread  wMi  an 
•nsiiQr,  which  an  Ismir  H*  bad  aaaaUad,  aad  ao  aioiMil^g  ba  I 
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Ha»  htffWK^  rfmonMiBi  him  to  yoaed  witk  miwe  AKbawrtJon  j 
sbA  «»4«a00li  Ifa*  litbo^gh  <3<ri  had  fattruHel  Mfnue  pmw  to 
Ungg,  yet  tilt  tralh^whididmvwitegtMvtkftoafi^  kaoflo- 
pgnor to  thife  liiitiiJi  t  Qod^toimarior  to  mmL 

TioJMoii  rffcj  ami  ahoirfythit  Ibm^  iaoaooT  tin  ^^vml  »mm 
wg€t  he  Kat  to  iuHiylho  Ka^^  gpydiod  hii  pjeotacoatcoit»  wiitoi 
twen^  day%  ifar  pan  of  Mb  ^wpLmmn^  ImtthotH  AmU^s  ^ 
dorth  ipiif  iiiiiiiing;  gent  him  1mA  m  lottar  W  dbionilfcia  Mlatiw  to 
thegowmneritofhiikiiigdooiy  —A  wIMwng  of  hb fiioaiut  on* 
toUhim^tlMithecoaUnmtiiehamiAof  Ui  Mwwty't  iiwliawn 
fiiihoiii^hmgar ;  lor  that «"  by^^ iho  timo  limhid,  he  ivorid  k 
fair  fcbgi  or  great  mwiihopM  he  Jboooi^tiA  to  oatw.-*  At  vaateg 
wUch,  it  k  flod,  the  Kii^  wept. 

it  k  nMttai&  whether  he  lived  to  eee  hk  fieat  wuric  pdblMiteid  | 
ke  wai^  howofw^  ifnred  the  palii  of  eeeuii^  tfis  wHtaipta  of  hk)  ml- 
0TatefU  papa  to  mpceai  it,  and  whet  woidd  hsmheHiHeii»|;diBg 
to  hk  nrtmmi  ipiiil>  die  sycophaney  of  %  Seottkb  Piilkmeotao^ 
oeiidinrtheiriAaioraamidi^itedybEthappiifaweAdeipot^  ino 
f,  heretoAM  thekndc^freedcmi.    He  expired  on  the  i 


wf  of  iMkqr,  tiw  S8th  of  £kiptittiber»  1588,  a  Uttk  beteo  ire 
m'dmkf  ait  the  o|;e  of  aofmrty ■eioD  ytor%  oad  aeortj  ci|;||' aotate  i 
hk  kat  momoida  wen  trmiqdl,  and  iitei  vkited  li^  JoiAl^^ 


idiaaoetobeiimiihO'Uoodof  Ghikl.  He 
fi  in  the  Ctoof  IMaai'  cburdh^favd^  ^  CPtaa 
of  Ike  fakUd  attendh^  hk  fimeid  ?  aadhe  who  hdliaked 
.  to  the  mtee  of  Soodand,  ha^beaB  aOow^' 
cd  to  lemabi  withont  any  other  than  a  <  Throngketone'  to  maik  hk 
gwii%  of  wUdi  the  insciqpfioi^  if  ii^Ter  had4>ne,  waaiBegibkuore 
than  e  oiBtary  ago.  An  ebeiiat,  henfporer,  hag  lately  heenTiiaedhy 
adbaoription,  to  hk  mimory,  St  the  TiDago  of  KiikHEBw 

Ifia  whde  pn^ierty  aa  hk  deaA  eonaiated  of  oiao  htmdzed  pomida, 
amai%dQei9onhkpenMaiof&QamBra8U(  andk kaaUhe wei 
hmfied  aa  Ae  esraenae  of  the  dty  of  Emnbnrgh,  having,  before  hk 
doooaae,  eedered  hk  aerrantB  to  maUibiile  to  Iho  jpoor  a  miaH  gum 
he  had  m  Ik  hooae,  and  wUoh  waa  too  triflmg  for  oay  other  pur- 


A  gknll,  go  thin  ag  to  bo  trangparent,  k  gtill  shown  in  the  Edin«> 
bnigh  mngeom,  aa  that  of  Bochanan,  and  k  naually  contraatcd 
with  that  ofanideot'gywhidikreoiariadily  thick;  ita  higtory,  how- 
erer,  k  somewhat  doiditfol. 

<<  Budnnan,**  says  an  doqnent  Bving  writer,  '<  shared,  with  his  moat 
eminent  compatriotg,  a  £e^  to  which  hk  high  talents  and  exemplary 
virtoeg  eqoally  entitled  him ;  he  wag  loved  with  the  fondest  enthu- 
aiasm  by  hk  frienda,  and  foUowed  widi  the  keenest  animosity  by  hk 
enemieg ;  for  hk  firiende  were  the  fiiends  of  virtne,  and  hk  tradu- 
cers  a  crowd  of  conrt  sycophants,  whose  hatred  k  bis  highest  pnuse. 
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Hb  oonleniaed  imd  mamierii  iMo*imMMt  aoiler^  bifr  Ui'liiMt 
woiirarmaiidld^;  to  commruAfm  iamamf^g.  Ue  pbtMved^  in 
an  mofiiimoa  degne,  the pnww  •£  aMradniip  otioiiwlliiii^tketinait 
emblbiili  men  a£  the  «oim1vitts  in  ivydt  lie  t^Mai,  aadtilia'atilliBmr 
uncommon  fiMsnlly  of  Mteimng  tli^  adiniritidB  and'frieadshiprf'  Ifig 
wteggiisf  "yfBA  xawfomAigf:  9  Hemtm 

a  patriot  in  ttepareafe  MMOofUM.^Pord    PerotfTiag  eariy-in  hS^ 
die  necessity,  lie  shaoed  ia  tbo  daoffe^iof  the  Eeteinatieii»  and  bar 
iagearafiiUyjexamiiiedy  he  aidcnttyteadmeed  llie  doetsbieB  of  0ie 
Beformad*    His  pialy  aeema to  have  been  smceceand  solid  ;  it  ae 
oompailieihin  dulnigh  lifoy  and  sqypeiied  h^ 

AsaLatinpoetifaewas^^dcf^byHsfriendBtepU  iksfc 

of.tibe  age  in  wMoh  he  live<4  And  att  his  eotempotluies;  acknow*^ 
kdgtd  Ihb  sopranacy,  which  their  postentyiKaYe  oonfinned.  As  « 
pehticftl  wtiteci  hestands  distbgmshed  not  mc»e  for  the  boldness 
Ihan  the  sonndness  of  his  epimoaa,  and  if  he  was  vehement^  th^  er- 
rors which  he  combated  wwe  strongly  tntreni&ed  ^behind  pvej^diee 
aadirifawyV  and  wonld  hasae  modcea  the  aamcflt  of  a  puny  arm. 
Am  a  Hiaterian»  his  ^qoance  is  mminaned  amang  modern^'  nd  he 
xiTab  nitiber  than  initatw  the  moat  ^fended  of  ancient,  writers.  If 
he  had  a  bias,  it  WMnnifinr^y  on  l(he  side  of  virtue  and  freedom ; 
nor  is  his  indignation  ev^r  pointed  bnt  against  tyran&y,  nrdigion, 
and  yica. 

He  haa  been  aecosed  of  ingnrtatnde  to  Msryv  but  it-nlnai^ 
pioTod  Aat  die  ever  did  noce  than  pay  bin  for  his  services;  aad  it 
u  certain  that,  tiU  he  believiedher  gnilty  of  morder  and  adnkery,  his 
lemained  her  friend ;  and  his  having  been  at  one  laine  ber  dasdcai 
tntor,  howeerer  this  m^ht  aggravate  the  pdgnaacy  of  his  foelii^ 
on  her.foD,  conhl  never  be  a  snfficient  reason  to  an  honett  man  for 
becoming  die  i^Kdogist  of  eondnst,  which  bis  dnty  to  Us  country 
ooBpelled  him  to  condemn.*" 

^He  WW  a  man,"  says  Bir  James  Mdvil,  <<of  notsUe  endow- 
ments^ grsal  learning,  mid  an  exedent  Latin  poet;  he  was  nraoii 
honomred  in  foreign  oouitries,  pleasant  in  conversation,  into  ifhidt 
he  happily  introduced  short  moral  maxims,  vrfiidi  his  invention 
readily  sullied  him  with  iq»on  any  emeigencv."  Hn  works  that 
are  now  extant  make  two  folio  volnmes.  The  pamiddets,  gmng 
ttnder  Ae  title  of  die  Witty  Ex]^its  of  Ge<»ge  Bnchanan,  seem 
to  be  spnrions;  alAongfa  it  is  certain  he  pranounced^nlaay  mtty 
sayings,  of  which  a  great  nnmber  never  were  committed  ta 
writing.  •     '        , 


*  Life  of  Budianan,  prefixed  to  ^i  new  tranilaUea  of  his  History,  1»^  Jaoici 
Alkmun,  E«^     Ediu.  1823. 
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JOHN  ERSKINil  BARON  OF  DUN. 

It  nig^t  wdl  be.deemed  nnpardonaUe^  in  a  work  of  thii  land,  to 
omit  all  notice  €i  a  man  vrho  is  only  second  amoaost  tlie  lajrmen 
by  whom  the  irfonnation  from  popery  was  aooom^nlied  or  pro- 
mot^ 

John  Ehskinb,  Baron  of  Ihm^  in  the  shire  of  Angas,  was  bora 
at  the  fiunily  seat  near  Montrose,  in  the  year  160aor  1509.  Hit 
fiither  was  a  descendant  of  the  Eaiis  of  Marr ;  his  mother  a 
daogitfer  €i  WlBaamf  the  first  Lord  Rn^Ten.  He  nea^ei  his  U« 
terary  edncation,  most  probably,  in  the  nnivendty  of  Aberdeen ; 
and,  according  to  costom,  completed  it  by  travelling  abroad,  and  at« 
tffli^fig,  for  seine  time,  in  one  or  other  of  the  foreign  uniTersities. 
fai  the  opinion  of  George  Buchanan,  <<  he  was  a  man  of  great 
leanung.** 

After  bis  fkher's  death,  he  was  employed,  as  the  oAer  barons 

liiea  were,  in  administering  justice  in  ike  connty  to  which  he  be- 

.  iongedl,  and  occanonally  assisting  in  the  meetings  of  parliament. 

He  mm  besides  dmost  constantly  chosen  provost  of  the  n^ffabonr- 

ing  towB  of  Montrose. 

At  an  eaily  period  of  litt  life  he  became  a  oonTert  from  pcmery ; 
bnt  the  predse  manner  in  wUcb  Ins  convenion  was  aocompGs^  is 
not  now  known.  Knox  aays  of  him,  that  <^  he  was  one  whom  <3od 
in  those  daysliad  marvelloiidy  illnminated.*'  Some  time  prior  to 
tint  year,  ne  had  been  eminenfly  nsofrd  in  the  oonvernon  oi  David 
Stranooy  who  anflered  deaths  as  a  martyr,  at  Bdinbnigfa,  Angnst 
27di,  1584 

*  ITie  estfde  of  Don  was  indeed,  as  a  sanctuary,  always  open  to 
protestaat  preachers  and  professors.  Wldle  they  chose  to  remain  in 
It,  they  were  protected  against  th^  persecuting  enemies,  and  en- 
joyed Christian  Mowship  with  om  another.  Mr.  Ersldne  and  hb 
protestaat  associates,  in  their  private  meetinffi,  wordiinped  Ood, 
read  and  en^unded  the  scriptures,  and  piouaty  exhorted  one  ano- 
ihtar.  Long  befofe  be  became  a  regular  minister  among  die  reform- 
era,  he  was  much  enqdoyed  as  an  exhorter.  And,  it  may  be  ob- 
served, ywt,  even  after  ^e  reformation  of  religion  was  estaUidie<* 
there  was  kept  up  in  iJie  church,  for  many  years,  an  order  of  men 
wiio  were  called,  **  Exhorters."  He  also  acted  in  a  very  friendly 
naaner  to  Geoorge  Wishart.  Bong  provost  of  Montrose,  ha  easily 
procnred  Um  the  appointment  of  master  of  the  grammar  school  in 
that  town. 

Bnt  while  Mr.  ErsUne  was  attendii^  to  the  aSUrs  of  religion,  he 
did  not  nei^eot  the  duties  which  he  owed  to  the  piblic,  as  a  magis- 
trate and  military  knight  In  that  war  with  England,  which  b^an 
fai  Septombsr,  1547,  and  baled  nrndy  two  years,  the  English  ships 
infested  Ae  east  coast  of  Scotland.  Some  of  them  wen  sent  to- 
wards the  town  of  Montrose,  for  the  parpose  of  pillage  and  devasta- 
tion.   They  cast  anchor  out  of  sight  of  the  tewn^  intending  to  ad- 
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Tfunoe  after  It  was  dark.  But  the  mariners,  imprndently  for  themselTet, 
but  providentially  for  the  safety  of  the  people  o£  ^e  towii»  put  up 
some  lights  m  their  shms  as  ther  were  adtandag  neacif^  which  oc- 
casioned an  alarm.  Mr.  JSrskine,  being  provost,  immeiUately  attended. 
HecononaiiAldihalaHthtf  hAainibumvtka  mtke  alife,  UMnU  take 
arms  qoiokly,  and ^th as  little  naias  as  possSvle.  Hedivided  them 
into  tbee  cooipanies.  Tlie  first  he  statidned  Mnnd«B  onrthaa  sm* 
part,  which  had  been  before  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  town.  Tt» 
second^  whidi  consisted  of  sacdi  penbos  aa  wore  light  asmoniv  and 
were  es^ert  in  Ihe  use  of  bows  and  anpiebnsea,  he  took  under  hia 
own  inmiadiaSe  leading,  and  advanced  with  them  towaxds  the  Aon. 
T&ethiid,  whkh  was  conpoaed  of  serv^nls,  impiisBtioes,  and  a  foo* 
miaeuooa  miAitiide^  he  ordered  to  wMt  bound  a  neigh^aring 
hiD. 

Wken  die  anemies  were  deaeending  fitnn  dieir  sUps,  he  aal  his 
troops  shasplj  assailed  tikem  widi  missile  weapons.  He  found  k 
necessary  in  ihe  conflict  to  draw  them  towards  the  rampart>  where 
the  party  statioaed  behiiid  it  suddeaW  issued  forth,  and  all  Were  en- 
gagedhi  dose  combat.  The  invaders,  however,  did  not  vet  retire.  But 
daylight  soon  i^pearing,  they  beheUa  more  numerous  band^  widiool* 
oars  diqiavedyCOaaiBg  against  them  from  behindtheadghbo^^ 
Afraid  of  being  surrounded,  they  fled  to  their  ships ;  ba*  were  ^aa 
hastily  pursned^  tha^  thoiq^  about  eighty  men  had  laaded^  aeafcely 
athiid  part  of  diem  made  thdr  escape. 

la  Am  end  of  harvest  ld55,  Knox,  having  arrived  from  Ctoneta, 
fimnd  in  Edinimrgh,  Mr.  Brddne  and  one  or  two  ministers^  wfaa, 
widi  some  pious  jpersons  in  that  dty/bodi  mea  and  woman,  were  in 
use  to  meet  in  private  houses,  &r  the  pupoSes  of  taUgkms  wmMp 
and  ^iritual  eonversadon.  It  was  at  supper,  in  the  I^ord  of  Dan's 
Wdgiags  in  Edinburgh,  that  those  Svhb  were  diere  t^r^sedl,  resobr^ 
thaS,  to  vriiateverduigier  they  might  be  expeaed,  thiy  wodd  wholly 
disooadnue  their  attenduioe  on  &  popnh  mass;  aad^  when  i^  P^ 
testaat  minister  could  be  dbtaiaed,  would  hare  the  sacrianeut  of  our 
Lord's  sapper  administered  t<^  tfaepa  in  dief  same  pUa  maafter  in 
vrhiA  it  was  given  in  the  reformed  chnrdies  abroad.  Mr*  Enkine 
having  left  Edinburgh  for  his  family  seat  of  I>ub,  Knox,  alhis  re* 
qaest,  fUEkrwed  him  diithei^  and  staid  "viidi  him  abcf^ 
he  was  daily  exercked  in  preaching  die  goapel,  and  was  raooxled  to 
by  die  priacqial  meo  in  that  part  of  the  comitry.  fa|  the  enami^ 
summer,  Knox  wient  again  to  Dun,  ^uid  was  gradfied  in  dispensi^ 
th^  ceaanunioQ  to  almost  all  thegendemen  of  thecomrty  ofMaarBB^ 
who  premised  to  oppose  idohrtry  to  the  almost  of  their  aisiWorb 

Though  Mr.  &udne*s  religious  prindples  were  wcSl  hnown,  it 
appeal^  that  die  psnish  bidiops  tiiaogha  Um  ifmati  t06  powarfnl  for 
them  to  meddle  widi;  and  he  sdll  proceeded  in  his  ^ndeavonn  to 
promote  die  rdformatioii. 

December  3d,  1567,  he,  lioiig  witk  the  Bad  of  Aigyky  the  Barl 
of  Gleacairn,  and  seme  odier  noUe  andenuneat  pereonfl^snlscrifted 
a  covenant^  in  whidi  they  bound  dieettselveir  in  die  preseaee  af  Gad| 
to  advanre  di^protestant  rdigied,  and  to  maiitKn  in  aafctjr'  its  au* 
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nbim  and  hi  pt^buQn,  who  were  now,  lor  the  fioit  IjmAi  cpDed 
the  congnffotkmf  hyuUike  means  m  tbeir  powart  eyea  to  ttie  bfinid 
of  their  Hvet. 

The  pariiamenty  whkh  met  Deoember  lith,  1557,  araointed  him 
to  go  to  the  court  of  Fraaoe,  as  one  of  this  eommissioneCT  from 
SccS^and,  to  witness  the  yonng  queen's  nuuriage  with  the  <k"p^«w, 
and  to  settle  the  terms  of  the  marrii^GontFaeL  He  sailed  thither 
in  Febraarjy  1558,  and,  with  those  of  them  who  sonriTed  that  fiod 
emhsMj,  retamed  and  landed  at  MontPose  in  Oetoher  faHowiog* 

On  tbrar  arriyaly  they  foond  that  the  reformation  ef  xelfgion  in 
Scotland  had  been  unexpectedly  forwarded  hy  the  omdty  and  im- 
prodeDoe  of  die  popish  cLergy.  Durii^  their  ahsenee,  Walter  Mill 
had  suffered  mar^^rdom,  whudi  had  occaooned  so  great  a  fenpcnta 
tionin  the  minds  of  persons  of  an  ranks,  that  Sootdswood,  who  was 
well  infmrmed  of  theae  matters,  saya^  **  ibm  death  of  this  martp  w«i 
the  rery  death  of  ^puy  in  this  reahn."* 

The  protestants  were  now  increased  in  number,  and  oonsoyioptly 
in  courage.  They  wei*e  soon  afterwards  larther  enoowaged  by  the 
death  of  die  Englidi  queen,  Mary;  which  lupened  Noyembar  15th, 
J55S.  Her  sister  and  nccessor,  JSliaabetby  oeing  a  protestant  priur 
eess,  the  reformed  in  Scotland  hoped  to  reoeire  her  support ;  and 
afterwards  they  were  not  disappointed  in  their  expectations. 


•  TUaiMutaoawmtrnt^teHtyik^myixig,  tint  "tlMUfod  ^iktmmttpm  It 
the  Med  of  the  «bureh.**  There  wane  wmnj  drcmnetanoei,  Id  the  caee  of  MiU, 
cilfleteS  to  create  m  mere  than  ordinarj  eenntion  in  the  public  mind.  Hit 
edvaaeed  a^e,  hte  Tenerable  appearance^  hie  apparentlj  feeble  and  erhenrted  fiame^ 
SbetinBcpeetad  ▼ifoor  wfaidi  he  disphiyed  in  delMidhif ,  and  Ue  vn^Mdini^  con. 
elanej  in  adherins  to,  the  tmth,  ahore  al^  the  reroltiaf  and  CBsniebtii^  death, 
to  which  he  waa  doinied,  in  being  honit  alire ;  moat  of  neoeeri^  liave  made  a 
deep  impweaion,  on  every  heart,  in  which  the  leaMt  humanity  or  tenderness 
WM  ttiU  to  he  ibond.  But  yet  It  it  easy  to  coneehre,  that  aU  this  might  have 
hsppnud,  without  his  death  bctog  so  faifluentia],  in  promoting  tlie  cause  of  refor- 
matioo,  m  it  ia  aaid  to  have  been.  The  eKtnwrdinaryeaboli  which  attended  it,  are 
to  be  aoeountod  lor,  hy  a  raferesoe  not- to  tlie  charaoter  ef  tiia  erfn^  but  nlhcr  to 
the  state  of  aoatter^  at  the  particubtf  Junetore,  in  wliich  it  took  place.  It  was 
becaase  (he  principles  of  the  reformed  faith,  were  widely  spread,  and  deeply  rooted 
amongst  the  inhabitants  of  Soothmd,  that  the  Prelatee  had  recourse  to  such  seTeri- 
tiee.  In  attemipting  to  eoonteraet  it;  and  it  was  Just  for  the  same  reason,  tliat  such 
aersitieehad  tlie  vary  contrary  effBot,  and  inatead  ef  eonnteraeting,  tended  mei«  and 
move  ta  cooilrm  and  to  promote  IL  It  is  only  In  sudi  dreumatanese.  Indeed,  tint 
persecBtion  has  a  tendency  to  Anther  a  religien.  Otherwiw,  its  tendency  is  decid- 
edly  the  rereree.  Some  persone  inimical  to  the  Christian  fiUtli,  hare  attempted, 
from  the  above  menticoed  axiom,  to  deny,  diat  Ite  preralence  in  q»ite  of  peneeu- 
tion  forms  any  teet  of  ite  truth.  It  muet  be  pfadn,  on  the  lightest  oonsidefatfon, 
hftwvw,  that  the  direct  inflnenee  of  perseeotisB,  is  to  crash  m  iadpicDt  fldth, 
and  that  it  is  only  wlien  against  such  an  influence*  H  hae  made  a  certain  |Megi— ^ 
or  to  ytry  the  metaphor,  hae  taken  a  firm  roo^  that  the  blood  of  martyrs  can^ro* 
mofe  ite  growth,  by  watering  the  soil  in  whldi  it  is  planted. 
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The  qneen  regent  of  Scotland,  who  had  always  acted  diiefly  by 
the  advice  of  the  popish  bishops,  and  other  dignified  clergy,  was  now 
addressed  more  boldly  than  before  by  the  protestant  lords,  and  others 
who  ifoyonred  the  refbrmadon,  in  behalf  of  the  free  exercise  of  their 
rdigion.  Mr.  Erskine  was  one  of  these  petitioners,  but  seems  to 
have  been  more  moderate  in  his  demands  than  some  of  his  asso- 
ciates. Budianan  tells  ns,  that  he  expostulated  with  the  qneen  re- 
cent and  her  council ;  humbly  beseeching,  that  no  harm  should  be 
done  to  their  protestant  subjects ;  and  that,  at  least,  they  should  be 
allowed  to  pray  to  God  in  their  religious  assemblies,  in  their  own 
native  language.  But  so  ftr  from  tiie  toleration  requested,  being 
granted,  all  the  protestant  ministers  being  enjoined,  by  public  pro- 
clamation, under  pain  of  rebellion,  to  appear  at  Stirling  on  the  10th 
day  of  May,  1559,  then  and  there  to  be  tried  for  their  reputed 
heresy,  and  schismatical  conduct ;  the  lords,  and  other  chief  men  of 
the  (HTOtestant  party,  seriously  consulted  with  one  another ;  and  it 
was  suggested  and  agreed  to,  that  <<  the  gentlemen  of  each  county 
should  accompany  dieir  preachers  to  the  place  of  triaL"  The 
common  people  also  wishing  to  show  their  af^ction  to  the  ministers, 
and  to  make  an  open  confession  of  their  faith,  met  in  great  numbers 
«t  •Perth.  Mr.  IBrskine  was  solicitous  that  the  ministers  should  be 
delivered  frt>m  their  impending  danger,  and  solicitous  also  that  peace 
should  be  preserved.  He  proposed  to  the  congregation,  that,  if  they 
would  wait  at  Perth  a  few  days,  he  himself  would  go  forward  to 
Stirling,  when  ihe  queen  regent  then  was,  and  endeavour  to  give 
her  better  advice  than  she  had  received  from  her  popish  counsellors. 
His  proposal  was  readBly  accepted ;  and  it  has  also  been  said,  that, 
by  a  private  messenger,  she  had  signified  her  desire  of  having  a  con- 
ference with  him. 

In  the  mean  time,  Knox  had  so  lar  obeyed  the  summons  in  the 
public  ^xidamation,  and  complied  with  the  denres  of  his  friends,  as 
to  oome  from  Geneva  to  ScoUand.  He  arrived  at  Edinburgh,  May 
2d;  and  after  two  days,  went  to  Dundee,  and  from  thence  to 
Pekh,  determined  to  share  the  same  treatment  with  his  brethren, 
llie  arrival  of  a  man  of  his  bold  spirit,  and  powerfrd  eloquence^ 
was  a  most  fiftvourable  dreumstance  at  this  critical  season. 

Letters  were  brought  from  Mr.  Erskine  at  Stiriing,  containing  the 
agreeable  intdligence  that  the  queen  r^ent  had  acceded  to  his  ad- 
vice ;  that  the  ministers  were  not  to  be  tried,  and  therefore  needed 
not  to  come  forward ;  and  that  the  people  shoald  be  persuaded  to 
retire  peaceably  to  their  own  habitations.  In  consequence  of  this 
intdUgence,  many  of  the  people  went  home,  and  thus  nothing  finally 
derisive  of  the  great  cause  of  religion  happened.  But  it  was  the 
wiU  of  Provid^ce,  that  the  reformation  in  Scotland  should  be 
effected  in  a  more  speedy  manner  than  by  gradually  gaining  the  as- 
,  sent  of  an  opposite  party. 

A  suspicion  was  conceived  that  Mr.  Erskine,  who  was  a  man 
of  great  integrity,  and  therefore  less  apt  to  suspect  the  hypo- 
crisy of  the  queen  regent  and  her  council,  might  possibly  have 
been  deceived  by  false  promises.  The  barons  and  gentlemen, 
therefore,  resolved  to  wait  at  Perth«  till  the  10th  day  of  May 
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should  he  past,  and  then  they  would  see  more  desily  what  eonne 
they  ought  to  take.  On  the  evening  of  the  10th  of  l^y,  Mr.  Br- 
sldne  arrired  in  haste  from  Stirling,  with  the  bad  news  dnt  the 
queen  regent  had  changed  her  mind ;  that  the  mimsten  were  de- 
nounced as  rebels ;  and  that  all  persons  were  forlndden,  under  pain 
of  treason,  to  assist,  to  comfort,  or  receive  them.  Ha  had  not  found 
H  safe  to  continue  any  longer  at  Stirling ;  and  added,  in  his  con- 
ference with  the  chieft,  that  it  now  behoved  them  wisely  to  consider 
what  Uiey  should  do.  All  blamed  tiie  queen  regent  for  breaking  her 
promise.  The  congregation  and  their  leadors,  as  might  well  have 
been  eipected,  were  filled  with  indigna^n  at  the  deceit  which  had 
been  practised.  They  conndered  that  to  obey  the  injuMaioB  of  iwv- 
iug  no  communication  with  the  protartant  teachers,  woidd  be  the 
same  aa  to  r^um  to  UisAr  former  ignorance  and  supentition,  and  to 
give  up  the  important  cause  in  which  they  had  long  been  engaged, 
the  success  of  which  was  now  demanded  by  the  geiMral  voice  of  the 
nsdon. 

Dnrii^tibe  civil  war  which  now  commenced,  the  Laird  of  Don 
occasionjuly  g^ve  his  assistance  as  a  temporal  baron.  But,  before 
the  cpndnsion  of  it,  he  piously  relinquished  his  armour,  and  all  mili- 
tary adiievements,  by  becoming  a  professed  preadier,  or  minister  of 
the  gospeL  He  was  probaUy  urged  to  this  choice  by  Knox,  and 
odMr  protestant  ministers,  who  gpreatly  needed  so  able  an  associate 
in  their  labours.  In  the  former  part  i£  his  life,  he  had  earnestly  de- 
sired to  see  a  protestant  church,  and  now,  that  it  was  upon  tiie  point 
of  being  obtained,  he  was  willing  to  bear  an  office  in  it.  His  quali- 
fications for  the  ministry  need  not  be  mentioned.  It  was  known  that 
he  had  already  exercised  his  talents  privatdy  as  a  teacher,  and  his 
aealons  endeavours  in  that  way,  had,  in  some  instances,  been  blessed 
with  remarkable  success.  His  mildness  of  temper,  and  nprighlness  of 
conduct,  his  knowledge  of  religion,  and  his  personal  godliness,  are 
admowledffed  by  alL 

The  dvU  war  being  endedby  tiie  death  of  tteqneen  regent,  which 
hflfipened,  June  10th,  1560,  and  Uie  French  troops,  who  had  assisted 
her,  having  been  sent  out  of  tte  kingdom,  devout  thanksgivings 
were  rendered  unto  God,  July  19th,  in  the  High  (Smrnh  of 
Edinburgh,  by  the  ministers,  noUsancin,  and  othar  pious  Protest- 
ants, who  were  then  in  that  city.  A  parliament,  or  convention  of 
the  estates,  was  immediately  held,  who,  at  the  request  of  the  minis- 
ters, and  because  of  the  present  necessity  of  the  church,  began  their 
proceedings  by  appointing  a  committee  of  lords,  barons,  and  bur- 
gesses, to  distribute  the  fow  ministers  ^om  they  then  had,  to  the 
places  where  their  services  were  most  required.  The  committee  no- 
minated some  of  Uunn  to  the  chief  cities  ;  and  aa  the  first  book  of 
discipline  was  now  produced,  they,  agreeaUy  to  the  plan  pro- 
posed in  that  book,  nominated  five  who  should  act  in  the  capaci- 
ty of  ecclesiastical  superintendants.  lb&.  Erskine  was  one  of  the 
five,  and  the  district  assigpied  him  were  the  counties  of  Angus  and 
Meams. 

The  first  general  assembly  met  in  December  following.  Thenum* 
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toer  of  mlpistfiBS  waa  neoesfianly  smally  when  compared  wHli  that  of 
the  lay  oommisnoiieny  whose  aid  in  die  beg^inniog  was  nioft  thai^ 
AiUy  aoeepted*  Acting  as  a  supreme  court,  it  ratified  the  nomim^ 
tiens  wUch  had  been  made  in  |he  committee  of  parliament ;  and  In 
their  first  setsiim  fully  sancUoned  Mr.  &^pe  in  his  clerical  charac- 
ter, by  dedaring,  in  the  sententious  manner  of  those  times,  "  that 
John  £k8)pne  ^  Dim  if  as  apt  and  able  to  minister/'  From  this  pe« 
riod,  hif  iisual  designation  i^as,  '<  John  Erskine  of  Don,  knight,  sn- 
permtendant  of  A^^  wni  Meam$*" 

The  appointment  of  these  ^perintendants  wasiudged  to  be  neces- 
sary from  the  then  injfant  state  of  the  chnrch.  They  were  endowed 
with  a  kin4*Rf  episcopal  auihority ;  were  deoted  for  life  ;  but  were 
resp<maUilA  fi»r  their  eondnct  to  the  general  assembly.  By  their 
mean%  it  was  hoped  that  vioe  and  idolatry  would  be  more  easily 
simprsssed,  and  the  parishes  more  quickly  supplied  with  well  qoali« 
fiea  protestaot  ministers,  e^diorters,  and  schoelmasterst  From  the 
view  given  of  the  office  in  the  first  book  of  discipline,  it  I4^pean^ 
that  tiie  work  belonging  to  it  was  exceedingly  laborious.  More  was 
required  from  a  superintendant  than  what  any  one  man,  without  the 
assistance  of  commissaries,  could  perform.  Hence  the  good  nien» 
when  Uamed  in  the  assembly,  for  some  matters  wbidi  were  wrong 
in  their  extensiTe  province^  were  often  under  the  necessity  of  say- 
ing,  that  the  things  complained  of,  they  could  not  previmt  or  redreas. 
So  fiur  firom  being  ambitious  of  the  honour  aanezed  to  their  office,  or 
of  any  pecuniary  profit  which  they  derived  from  it,  we  find  Mr. 
Bkaldne,  in  J[»pr  several  Assemblies,  complaining,  with  others,  of  the 
borden  it  imposed,  and  desiring  to  be  freed  from  it 

In  addition  to  his  other  honours,  Mr.  Brskine  was  at  least  five 
times  moderator  of  the  geueral  assembly.  But  free  from  that  arro* 
gance  of  mind  and  behaviour  which  is  sometimes  ascribed  to  dignified 
dergpaen,  his  mildness  aod  simplicity  of  character  and  manners  still 
remamed  unchanged.  As  superintendant  of  Angus  and  Meams, 
and  as  having  a  ^edal  commission  firom  the  general  assembly,  he, 
in  June,  1569,  performed,  what  he  must  have  reckoned  a  very  disa** 
neeaUe  work,  namely,  the  deposition  from  their  offices  of  five  mem^ 
(era  of  King^s  College,  Aberdeen,  who  still  adhered  to  thmr  popish 
principles.  In  justice  to  these  men,  it  may  be  observed,  that 
they  were  not  charged  with  any  thing  immoral  or  bad  in  their  con«» 
inct,  Aiiihor  than  bemg  bigotted  Papists.  This  frnlt  unfitted  them 
fior  being  employed  as  teadiers  of  young  persons,  who  might  have 
been  lad  by  thmr  influence  to  fiivour  or  embrace  wrong  principles  of 
reUgimu  It  was,  therefore,  jusdy  esteemed,  however  exemplary 
they  might  have  been  in  oth«r  respects,  as  in  itself  a  suffi<»ent  ground 
for  tiieir  deprivaticm. 

In  some  of  Wodrow's  collections,  a  cirenmstanoe  is  mentioned,  as 
belonging  to  this  period  in  Mr.  JBrskine's  life,  on  the  authority  of  two 
ministers  of  the  church,  which  we  insert  in  his  own  words.  Itrdatea 
to  the  death  of  the  "  good  regmt,"  which  ha^i^ened  23d  January, 
1570;  "The  regent  hi^  been  over  in  Lochlevin  with  the  Earl  of  Nor- 
thumberland, whom  he  had  catched,  after  the  rebdlion  raised  by  him 
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mt^  bf  #tter  petf»o«9  in  fiagbucl,  koibcien  ftmMHed^  and  k^it  liif» 
80  » prisoner  m  Lodiletrni,  about  Ihe  2d  «  Jattuary,  16701  He 
ottM  from  theaee^  and  w«M  l«dgBi|f  wMi  the  si^yeriaft^ntdiftt  of  An- 
gm  fai  1h»  hmm  of  Don  ;  Wheffd  tllay  yet  iriiaw  a  fea^  -vrkidow  Wo 
the^ndof  Aeknigbflll,irlitek,le<4oB4oiittoapleil0ai(i|fr^^  Tlie 
IM  of  Moray  and  the  Laird  of  Dim  were  mtaaHmg  in  that-  win- 
doir^  ^(MfBtmg  doady  tiporv  important  nmltart^  mtii  liieiiffaMB 
loohki|fCovrardsthegreear  And  Tpiiiie  the  eail 'vmte  taUdng;  the  ra^ 
perintendant  attddeely  looked  about  to  hiia,  aad,  wMi  teavs  in  hi« 
eyes,  after  he  had  been-  rilent  for  soiMe  time,  at  ieti^  hiteitii|ite$ 
Ike  regeat  with  l^ese  woi^ :  ^  Ah  1  m^om  m»^  mr  lord,  fat  what  t 
jporeoive  is  to  befell  you  thc^rtty  i  t(ft*ma  foitttiglil'fftiney  f&n  ^il 
be  arardered.'  Sadi  hkitiT  of  fatJttee  tliiaga  were  not  iiiioaitiiiaei» 
amenr  oar  relbrkii^ra*  iWr^nt  had  stnrenl  other  iioitioes  of  hi^ 
kaaarl,  and  too  ikOe  re|;aMedth«ni." 

In  1571,  Mt,  Btkl&ne  showed  Ids  aeal:  f»  the  IMMrties  of  the 
Gkax^  w  a  long  lettei*  wM^  he  w»ole  t#  bis  ebief,  the  Earl  ^ 
Mur,  who  was  tihen  regent  of  the  kjngdottkv  Betii  Galderwood,  and 
Petrie,  have  given  la^e  extracts  from  iC*  Hb  oondading  words 
are :  ^  I  latfent  tt6m  my  v^  heart,  a  great  ttiisorder  nsed  at  Stir- 
ifa^,  aH  the  last  p^drliament,  la  crediW  bishops,  phicwff  ih^tA^  and 
grr^  them  a  vi^te  in  parliaaMftt  as  bifliops,  in  despite  6f  thekfrl^ 
and  in  lugk  oontfen^t  of  God,  the  kirk  oppoirfng  itself  aguinst  that 


Several  letters  passed  betwiict  the  regent  and  him  vpon  $km  snb^ 
ject  2  a<  blii  it  was  agreed  that  he  sho«ld  correq^ond,  and  faNild  eon- 
fcrenoea  with  some  other  of  tiie  lea^ng  persons  in  the  Church, 
lor  the  purpose  of  ^nging  th«  government  of  it  into  a  aoore  re^ 
gvdar  form. 

Oo  entirely  did  he  detofe  hims^  to  his  dcritel  Unties,  that  ho 
desisted^  at  least  in  a  great  measure,  firom  acting  in  Ins  capacity  as 
a  baron.  Petrie  relates>  that  **  from  an  act  undsr  the  privy  signet, 
of  dste  NevemlAer  2l8t,  1574,  it  i^pears,  tha%  so  long  as  he  had 
been  snperinCendant,  be  had  not  been  in  the  sheriff  court,  tiiongb  he 
was  a  Imron.  Ife  was  hidemnified  fbr  the  time  past,  and  ademption 
was  granted  to  him  fet  the  time  to  come^  during  his  continnanoe  in 
the  ^ce  of  superintendant.*' 

It  was  about  this  time  that  ^  Assembly  employed  commissioners 
for  compiling  what  is  calledf  the  Second  Book  of  Discipline.  Mr. 
Erskine  was  one  of  them.  Each  of  them  had  a  point  of  Ghnrdi  go^ 
▼eminent  allotted  to  him,  as  the  subject  of  whi&  ke  was  to  treat. 
Tlieir  work  was  carried  on  with  great  care  and  attention^  witii  fre^ 
qnent  references  to  the  Assembly,  and  conferences  widi  one  another. 
In  the  A^embly,  1577,  Mr.  Ersldne  complained  that  the  head  as- 
signed to  him  was,  in  his  judgment,  obscure;  the  Assembly  therefore 
leqnested  him,  to  confer  with  the  other  commissioners  the  next  day,  at 
seven  o'dodc  in  the  morning,  in  order  that  liis  doubts  might  be  re- 
BMived.  There  had  been  disputes  among  the  commissioners  con- 
eemii^  three  points,  viz.  the  office  and  duties  of  lay  deacons  ;  some 
paiiiodars  rmting  to  divorces ;  and  the  right  of  patronage.    Par- 
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hafti  it  waa  in  one  or  other  of  tlttoe  poiiilB  llist  he  htA  ^ 
wme  obtcorily.  Bnt  in  1579,  the  book  was  praiented  to  the  As- 
sembly complete,  and  was  iqiproyed.  It  was  then,  and  is  still  con- 
sidered, as  containing  a  scriptnral  model,  and  tme  representation,  of 
what  should  bo  the  gOTomment  of  a  {wesbyterian  Chnrch. 

Mr.  Erskine  was  not  one  of  those  persons  of  whom  no  man  haa 
spoken  eyiL  Calderwood  blames  him  for  having,  in  his  old  age^  in 
the  year  1585,  shewed  too  great  n  complaisance  to  some  court  mea- 
sures, whiph  were  justly  esteemed  iignrions  to  the  liberties  of  the 
Chnrch*  Bnt  his  wonis  in  cmsnre  of  him,  are  a  great  deal  too 
harsh*  Mr.  Erskine  required  only  such  a  qualified  submission  aa 
had  been  b^re  subscribed  by  many  excellent  ministers,  and  which 
they  had  published  for  the  information  and  sads&ction  of  their  bre- 
thien.  Petne,  when  peaking  of  this  afiair,  says,  that  he  had  sem 
among  Ersldne's  papers  a  mitigated  form  of  submission,  which  the 
kiqg,  as  he  ex]Nresses  it,  **  had  taken  the  pains  to  pra  with  his  own 
hai^"  and  had  declared  that  a  subscription  to  it  would  be  sufficient. 
The  principal  qualifying  expression  in  this  mitigated  form  was^  "  In 
as  £ur  as  b  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God." 

Mr.  Erskine  was  yet  aUe  to  attend,  or  at  least  had  work  as- 
signed to  him,  in  the  Assemblies  which  met,  May,  1586,  and  Jmie, 
1587.  In  the  first  of  these,  he  was  appointed,,  with  the  king's  con- 
sent, to  Tisit,  for  a  spedal  purpose,  the  counties  of  Angus  and 
Meams.  In  the  other,  he  and  four  other  ministers  were  commissioned 
to  make  a  collection  of  the  acts  of  parliament  which  faroured  the  pro- 
testant  religion,  or  tended  to  the  abolition  of  popery  and  idoli^ry, 
with  a  riew  to  their  being  more  strictly  executed ;  and  also  a  collection 
of  such  other  acts  of  parliament  as  were  prejudicial  to  the  privileges 
of  a  true  presbyterian  church,  that  means  might  be  used  for  obtain- 
ing their  rq>eaL  He  was,  moreover,  af^Kunted  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners who  should  attend  the  paiiiament  to  settle  some  matters  ami- 
cably which  related  to  the  church. 

In  the  Assembly  which  met  in  February,  1588,  he  was  not  pre- 
sent. His  infirmities  were  now  increasing  with  his  years,  and  he 
died  March  ISth,  1591,  in  the  eighty-second  year  of  his  age  ;  leav- 
ing behind  him  a  numerous  posterity,  and  of  himself  and  his  vir- 
tues, a  memory  that  shall  never  be  forgotten. 

He  was  the  last  of  the  five  superintendants.  No  successors  were 
appointed  to  them ;  for  presbyteries  or  elderships,  as  they  were  then 
called,  in  proportion  as  Uiey  became  generally  erected,  answered  all 
the  ecclesiastical  purposes  for  which  the  superintendants  had  been 
originally  chosen. 

The  character  given  of  him  by  Queen  Mary,  is  not  to  be  disre- 
garded. She  had  often  been  desired  to  hear  protestant  ministers 
preach,  and  to  be  present  at  their  debates  with  learned  men  among 
the  papists.  Being  in  Edinburgh,  May  13th,  1565,  she  sent  for 
three  superintendants,  who  happened  to  be  then  in  that  city,  and 
told  them,  as  Knox  relates,  *^  that  albeit  she  was  not  persuaded  of 
the  truth  of  any  religion,  bnt  of  the  one  in  which  she  had  been 
brought  up,  yet  she  would  be  coutent  to  hear  public  prcadilng,  out  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ROBXBT  BOLLOCK.  §7 

tkeiaftalfasirfwiBhpToaciiciiiag  i^eaiedheri^^  And  the  iaid, 
th^  dbove  1^  olbfln,  die  would  glacBy  hear  Ike  miperiiitendiiilt  d( 
Aiigi9»  Sbr  John  BMiiw^  far  he  was  a  niild  and  iweet-iiatiured  ni^ 
and  <tf  tree  honesty  and  lyrightneai^'^ 

Arohbiahop  Bpotitiswood^  m  hia  yonagor  yean,  both  before  and 
after  hia  ftlher^a  death,  had  good  opportmntiea  of  being  personally 
apiqnMted  with  Mr.  firakiQe;  I  alnil,  therefor^  add  hk  testimony 
to  those  already  gplTen :  **•  Hewas  a  man,"  says  he,  ^ &nions  for  tl»e 
aorvioei  perfoimed  to  his  prinse  and  comitry,  and  worthy^tobere- 
membered  for  his  trovaila  in  the-clrai«h,  whidi  ootof  dieaeal  wUdt 
he  had  for  the  trathy  he- undertook,  preaahing'  and  advancing  it  by 
all  means.  Before  ibe  reformation,  his  hooBO  was  to  those  who  id 
that  time  wer»odaedhefeit&os,»qpeeialpiaeeof  refoge;  afterwards, 
soch  was  the  aoardty  of  ministsra,  that  he  tookiqpon  Mm  the  diaige; 
and  was  ohosen  with  the  firsts  to  hare  the  oversight  of  the  chnrches 
in  these  north  parts,  winch  he  governed  to  Iiia  destfi  most  wisely, 
and  widi  great  antlmrity,  givhig  noway  to  the  novations  introduced, 
nor  sa£Bering  tliem  to  taJce  plaoe  witiiln  the  boonds  of  his  charge 
wliilst  he  lived.  A  baron  he  was  of  good  rank,  wise,  kamed,  Hbem, 
of  siflgolaroearage;  idio»  for^divers^reaemMawnes,  amy  wdl  be  said 
to  have  been  anodier  Amibrose." 


ROBERT  ROLLOCK. 

Prihcipal  Rollock,  for  so  he  is  usually  called,  was  descended 
from  die  aneiimt  fomily  of  the  Livingstons*  He  vras  bom  about  the 
year  1555.  His  father,  Dkivid  Ri^odc,  sent  him  to  Stirling,  to  be 
edocated  for  die  uniyersity^  under  Thomas  Buchanan ;  wfa^re  his 
genins,  modesty,  and  sweetness  of  temper,  soon  procured  for  him 
the  particalar  friendship  of  his  master,  a  friendriiip  which  subsisted 
ever  after.  From  this  sdiod,  he  went  to  the  university  of  St.  An 
drews,  where  he  prosecuted  bis  studies  for  four  years ;  at  the  end  of 
wliich,  his  proficiency  was  sudi^  that  he  was  diosen  professor  of  phi* 
losophy.  The  duties  of  this  office  he  discharged  with  applause  for 
other  four  years,  until,  about  the  year  1585,  when  he  was  invited  by 
the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh  to  a  chair  in  the  university  of  that 
place,  lately  founded  by  Kmg  James  VI,  and  conned  with  their 
invitation,  at  the  earnest  desire  of  James  Lawson,  the  successor  of 
Knox.  His  reputation,  as  a  teacher,  soon  drew  a  number  of  ^- 
dents  to  that  college,  and  it  was  soon  afterwards  much  enlarged. 
At  first  he  had  the  {nrincipal  weight  of  academiod  business  laid  upon 
him  ;  but  in  course  of  time,  other  profossors  were  chosen  from 
among  the  scholars  which  he  educated.  After  this  his  chief  employment 
was  to  exercise  the  office  of  Principal,  by  superintending  the  several 
classes,  observing  die  profideney  of  the  scholars,  composing  sndi 
differenoea  aa  would  arise  among  diem,  and  keeping  every  one  to  his 
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fiU  iiiilit«ftM)a»  Mid  Mt  wlMt  k  18  no^  tiltlt  hBtlar  1^ 


Gimi    JBwreey  »criiny»  he  caUed  thy  stuieili  Iftgptfcirj  aodpnyied 
ind  one  day  *     ' 


with  them ;  and  one  day  in  th^.week,  he  eKfUmd  tome  jMHsage  o£ 
*or%»twre  to  them ;  m  the  dme  of  which*  ha  was  frnfnmdy  very 
wtwn  ki  hii  eachortatioMk  Thia  "Vse^ght  more  m&auAam  opeai 
them  dbaa  all  the  laws  whkh  weffo  made,  or  l(he  dlicipHMi  whiA  waa 
exeioiaed  heaidei*  After  the  leQtapawaae>rei^  it  ifathiaeoairaiBtfli 
i^iOTe  aoeh  aa  had  beoa  fialtf  of  a»y  miadmartMamr  tfanyggfa  ^km 
week  ;  He  was  likewiae  Tory  attentlire  to  anakaa  were  advaaaad  iai 
theb9tHdMa,aBdfaiteiidedfortlM  BttuMry.  Hia  «ara  waa  ptiaduaH 
tlve  of  maeh  goodtathechmrcki  He  waa  aa  dittg^iiit  ia  &  owk 
«tDdie0^  as  he  waa  caralal  to  prmnete  tihose  af  elhara.  iNotwith,* 
Ittandwig  all  this  hiaaniwi  i»  the  muTsnii^^  he.praadhadercEy.Lacd*a 
day  in  the  diardiy  wi^auakfinrpowr  aad  damoMiaatimi  of  ^aSpi^ 
lily  aa  to  heeome  tha  katruaatnt  of  smiveitbg  many.  Abaat  lim 
thvcv  he  aho  wrata  aetvui  coanaap atiriei  on  diffieveait  po itioaa  af 
aiiif«u».  Hiaaayasitiitoaf  thacyrtlcatotlianaaMHi  andfit^ia> 
«iafi%  Mmia§.iiit*  the  haada  of  tiie  learaed  Beaa,  he^  in  a  letter  to 
^Mi^  dtchnadiitobe  aa  iiwamparAla  Hreaawa;  whiohiar  its 
judiciousness,  hreyi^,  and  deganoe  6f  slfle^  hadlMr  a^mis. 

He  was  du>8en  Moderator  of  the  Assembly  held  at  Dundee  in 
1567/in  whidi  matteri  were  transacted  not  altogether  in  &vour  of 
presbytery ;  but  this  cannot  he.  iaapoted  to  him ;  although  Calder- 
wood,  in  ids  history,  calls  him  **  a  man  simple  in  church  matters.** 
He  was  one  of  those  commissioned  by  die  Assembly  to  wait  on  his 
Mi^est^,  about  seating  the  chnwehfs  of  Bdkbuigh  ;*  but  in  the 
mean  tmie,  he  became  ill,  and  was  confined  to  lus  house.  Afler- 
wurds,  at  the  entreaty  of  his  Meads,  he  went  to  the  etftntcy  for  the 
benefit  of  the  air  t  at  first  he  seemed  as  if  gHnymf;  bettor^  hut  hia 
distesAper  soon  retaraed  upeii  him  wih  gysator  vielence  thaahe^ 
foae.  He  was  now  eonfioed  to  bed.  He  eennmtted  his  wife  (fbs 
he  had  no  children)  to  the  care  of  his  friends*  He  desired  two  no* 
blemea  who  same  to  visit  him,  to  g^  to  the  King^  laid  entreat  himy 
in  his  name,  to  take  <»re  of  religion,  and  preaenre  it  to  the  end ; 
and  to  esteem  and  ctunfort  the  pastors  of  the  ehwck ;  for  tibat  the 
ministry  of  Christ,,  though  low  and  base  in  the  eyes  of  men»  shoaU 
yet  at  lei^gth  shine  with  great  glory.  When  the  miniai^rs  of  Edin- 
burgh came  to  Urn,  he  spoke  of  the  sincerity  of  his-  iatentions  m 
every  thing  he  had  dene,  in  discharging  the  cmties  <f£  the  office  with 
whioh  he  had  been  vested*    As  night  dbew  on  his  disease  iboroas- 


*  The  leatlBg  of  the  ehnrohM  ia  a  prototant  imfnfnmmt.  Than  waa  Uttia 
oocaaioa  for  teats  ia  tbam  in  popish  tiaae^  beomia  thoe  waa  litHa  pnaddnf ; 
and  the  service,  soch  aft  it  was,  re<iuirsd  such  frequent  prostration,  that  pewa 
would  liave  been  an  incumbrance.  It  was  a  Img  time  after  the  Reformation  be- 
fore <fae  diurdies  were  generally  seated ;  and  penoni  who  found  It  InoonTcnient 
to  alMid  dwkig  the  serauMi,  took  stook  wUh  tham.  It  was  one  of  thess  itooli 
thaHwasthiownbyawaMB,  In  tha  ohiMh^of  £dinh««fa^  at  the  hoid  of  tha 
mielstar  who  4rst  attempted  to  caad  prayan  at  har  %.  W.  M<G« 
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ed  ^  sad  iogedier  wiA  {^  hb  retigtons  i^Tfor  liM 
ed.  Whm  ihe  pfcytioMW  wwe  pygytfiny  wioTediiAtiog,  iS  8dd» 
«<Tlioii,  Loi^  wilt  hflil  me/' Md  then  b^fm  praying  ItMrAey^^ 
of  bis  sins  tiiroiigli  Christ ;  and  professed  that  he  oounted  all  things 
hut  loss  fbr  tiie  knowledge  of  Christ.  He  prayed  fiurther,  that  he 
migiit  hare  the  presence  of  God-iB  his  departore,  saying,  **  Hitiierto 
liare  I  seen  tiiee  darid  j,  through  the  glass  of  thy  word :  O  Lord, 
grant  that  I  may  have  tiie  eternal  enjoyment  of  tiiy  oonntenanoe, 
which  I  have  so  much  des&eAand  langM.fbr."  He  then  spoke  of 
the  resnrrection  and  eternal  life ;  after  whidi  he  blessed  and  exhort- 
ed efery  one  piCMBt^  aceerdii^  as  tiisir  rapeovw  irirtttmsttncet  re* 

The  dsT^fbllorwinffy  when  the  ini|fistr8tes  of  Bdkiburgfe  came  U 
me  Um,  he  eadhorted  diem  to  takie  care  of  liie  nastecsity,  and  noraiv 
Hated  Ida  snoceisor.  He  xecomHended  his  wife  te  ^eir  palnmage, 
declaring  tibsit  ke  had  not  laid  np  one  hal^femiy  ef  his  stipend,  tnd 
tkerefove  kepio^  they  wetdd  profide  for  ker ;  to  wIMi  i^neilthejr 
Msentedy  and  promised  ta  see  her  oomf orloUy  snpplitodr  Af^  tUs 
hesaBUt  **  I  Mess  Ood  that  I  bare  all  my  senses  eiMire,  butmybfHrt 
is  in  heaven ;aild,Letd  Jims,  why  shoiMbttlMn  tool h^  ItiM 
bees  my  casre,  aH  my  fife  to  dedicate  it  to  tiiee,  I  pray  thee,  trice  it, 
lluit  I  may  lire  wttli  thee  for  evearJ*  Then,  after  »  Utde  dbep,  he 
affrakened;  crjring,  ^  Come,  hcffd  Jesos,  pnt  an  end  to  tins  ToAiort^ 
blelife;  haste,.  Lord,  asd  tarry  not,  Chnstka^  redeemed  tee,  not 
unto  a  fafl  and  momentary  liffe,  but  ante  a  life  that  is  etefuaL  Come^ 
X«efd  Jesus,  and  glre  me  that  Kfe  to  which  fkmt  hsM  redeemed  me;* 
Beme  of  the  people  present  bewdling  their  condNaen  when  1m 
be  taken  awvf,  he  said  unto  them,  <<  I  have  gene  throigb  all  th^ 
degrem  of  thm  life,  and  am  come  to  my  end,  why  shoiM  I  go^bnck 
agak&;  hs^  me^  O  Lord,  tiiat  I  may  ffi>  thitM^h  titis  last  degvee^ 
widi  diy  asfi^stuice."  When  some  told  him,  that  the  next  day  was 
tbe  Sal>ba^  ke  said,  <<0  Lord,  shall  I  be^  my  eternal  Sabbat 
from  thy  Sabbatb  here  r  Next  morning,  fee^  Us  dea&  i^ 
proachmg,  he  sent  fer  Mr.  Balcanqahal ;  who  in  prayer  with  Mm> 
Bsring  desired  that  the  Lord,  if  he  pleased,  wonM  spare  bis  life,  for 
Hie  good  ef  the  Chmt^  r  he  smd,  <<  I  am  weary  of  this  life ;  all  my 
desire  is,  that  I  may  enjoy  t^  celestial  life,  that  is  hid  willi  Christ 
ia  €h>d.''  And,  a  Uttle  after,  <<Ha8te,  Lord,  and  do  not  t^ry,  lam 
weary  both  of  nights  and  days.  Come,  Lard  JesHs,  that  I  may 
eome  to  thee  :  Bredc  these  eye-strings,  and  give  me  others.  I  de^ 
aire  to  be  dissolTed,  and  to  be  with  thee.  O  Lord  Jesns,  thrust  thy 
kmidintemybody,  andtakemysodtotftys^I  Omy  sweet  Lord, 
.  eet  tUi  sool  ef  mkie  fSree,  that  riie  may  enjoy  her  hnsband."  When 
one  of  the  bystanders  said,  "  Sir,  let  notlung  trouble  you,  for  now 
yo«r  Lord  nuikes  haste,**  he  said,  ^  O  welcome  message ;  woidd  to 
€kMi  wr  fcoeral  might  be  to-morrow.**  And  tbns  he  continued  in 
ksasealy  nMditatkm  aatd  prayer,  till  he  res^nednp  his  spuit  to  Crod, 
in  the  54A  year  ef  hfa  age,  mmo  1596. 

Hb  worics  ave  a  Commentary  on  some  select  Psahns,  on  the  Fitv 
pkacy  of  Daniel,  and  the  gospel  of  John,  with  its  Harmony.     Ki 
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wn>tt  abo  M  tiw  B^pMrttoi  itf  the  B^hMans,  GoloMiaiis^  ThteBlom^ 
iuig»  and  Gfllatuns  ;-  and  an  Analyaia  of  the  fipisdea  to  the  Bomahs 
and  the  Hebrewa,  widi  reapeot  to  effectual  calUng. 


}  JOHN  CBAICK 

John  Craxo  waa  a  maa  of  oonsideraUe'  learning  and  singnlar 
ahilitieg.  He  was  horn  m  the  year  1512,  and  soon  after  lost  Ins  ^ 
ther  in  ^e  hattle  of  Flodden,  whid»  proved  fttal  toio  many  ftmiliea 
in  Scotland.  After  finishiag  his  edhcatton  at  the  nmyersity  of  Stt» 
Andrews,  he  went  to  Eng^d,  and  hecame  tutor  to  the  famfly  of 
Lord  Daorea ;  but  war  having  broken  ont  between  England  and 
Scotland,  he  retnmed  to  hia  nattve  oonntry,  and  entered  into  the 
ordelr  of  D<nniniiGan  I^wl.  l%e  clergy  were,  at  the  lime,  eagerly 
emj^oyed  in  making  in^foisition  for  Lutherans,  and  owing  either  to 
the  dreumslBtfce  iif  Ins  having  been  in  England,  or  to  his  having 
dreamed  some  expresrions  respecting  religion,  which  were  deemed 
too  free,  he  fdl  under  the  suspidon  of  heresy,  and  was  thrown  into 
j^ison.  Theaceoaatien  wasfound  tobegronn^ess,*iBndhe  was  set 
at  liberty;  But  allhoi^  he  was  still  a^aehed  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion,  the  ignorance  and  bigotry  of  the  deigy  gave  him 
sodi  a  disgust  at  hia  native  country,  t&t  he  left  it,  in  1537,  and  hav- 
ing renudned  a  short  time  in  En^and,  went  to  France,  and  from 
that  to  Italy.  At  ^e  recommendation  of  the  celebrated  Cardinal 
Pole,  he  waa  admitted  among  the  Dcmiinicans  in  the  city  of  Bo- 
logna, and  was  soon  raised  to  an  honourable  employment  in 
that  body.  In  Ihe  library  of  the  Inquimtion,  which  was  attached  to 
the  monastery,  he  found  Calvin's  Institutes.  Being  fond  of  books, 
he  detennined  to  read  that  woric,  and  the  consequence  was,  that  he 
became  a  complete  convert  to  the  reformed  opinions.  In  the  waimth 
of  his  first  impressions,  he  could  not  restrain  himself  from  impart- 
ing the  change  of  his  sentaments  to  his  assodates,  and  he  must  have 
soon  ftUen  a  sacrifice  to  tiie  vigilant  guardians  of  the  fiiith,  had  not 
the  firittidship  of  a  fiither  in  the  monastery  saved  him.  The  bid  man, 
who  was  also  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  secretly  inclined  to  the  re- 
formed opinions,  represented  the  danger  to  which  he  exposed  him- 
self by  avowing  such  tenets  in  that  place,  and  advised  him,  if  he 
was  fixed  in  his  vwws,  to  return  bnmediatdiy  to  some  protestant 
country.  Wilh  this  prudoat  advice  he  complied  so  fiir  as  to  proonre 
his  discharge  from  the  monastery. 

On  leavings  the  monastery  of  Bologna,  Cnug  entered  as  a  tutor 
into  the  fiimily  of  a  neighbouring  nobleman,  who  had  embraced  the 
protestant  principles ;  but  he  had  not  resided  long' in  it,  whan  he 
was  delated  for  heresy,  seized  by  the  fiuniliars  of  i£d  Inquisition,  and 
carried  to  Rome.  After  being  confined  nine  months,  in  a  noisome 
dungeon,  he  was  brought  to  trial,  and  condemned  to  be  bumed» 
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along  wbk  Mmie  oOen,  on  tbe  20tli  of  Aogiiit»  ISaO.  On  the 
erening  previons  to  llwir  appointed  execndon*  the  reigmng  pontBF, 
Paul  TV  J  died,  and,  aooorcUng  to  an  aocnstemed  praetiee  on  aiiah 
oocaaionf,  the  pruona  in  Rome  were  all  tkrown  open*  Tboae  who 
were  confined  for  debt,  and  other  gitiI  offiBDoea,  were  liberated,  but 
heretioBy  after  being  allowed  to  go  without  die  walla  of  their  priaon, 
were  again  thrown  into  coniiiieBient.  But  a  tomnlt  having  been 
excited  that  night  in  the  city,  Craig  and  his  companions  efiieeted  their 
escape,  and  took  refuge  in  an  hm,  at  a  amaU  distance  fixnn  Rome. 
They  had  not  been  long  there,  when  they  were  fallowed  by  a  com- 
pany of  soldiers,  to  apprekend  them.  On  entering  the  honae,  die 
captain  looked  stedfastly  on  Craig^s  ooantenance,  and,  taking  him 
aside,  a^ked  him  if  he  recollected  of  once  reUeTHig  a  poor  wonndedl 
soldier,  in  the  Ticinity  of  Bolognn.  Craig  was  in  too  great  oonfn* 
lion  to  remember  the  circumstance.  **  But  I  recdlect  it,"  reMmd 
the  captain,  "  and  I  am  the  man  whom  yon  reUeved,  and  proTidsnoii 
has  now  put  it  into  my  power  to  retom  the  Idndnees  whicb  yon  ahow«4 
ed  to  a  distressed  stranger — yon  are  at  liberty.  Yonr  oompaniona 
I  must  take  along  with  me,  but  for  yonr  saJro  I  will  show  them  every 
&voar  in  my  power."  He  then  gsre  him  what  mosey  lie  had 
upon  him,  with  directions  how  to  make  his  eaci^e.* 

'*  Another  accident,"  says  Archbishcm  Spotliswood,  ''  befti  bias, 
which  1  should  sc^cely  relate,  so  inorediUle  it  sMneth,  if  to  many 
of  good  place  he  had  not  often  repeated  it  as  a  sif^podar  testimony  of 
Gods  care  of  him."  In  the  conrse  of  his  jonmey  thnMi||^  Ii^ily^ 
while  he  avoided  the  public  roads,  and  took  a  drcnitona  route  to  ea* 
cape  from  pursuit,  the  money  which  he  had  received  fromthe^grate- 
fill  soldier  failed  him.  Having  laid  himself  down  by  the  side  of  & 
wood  to  ruminate  on  his  condition,  he  perceived  a  dog  approadiing 
him,  with  a  purse  in  his  teeth.  It  oocniTed  to  him,  it  had  Jbeensent 
by  some  evil  disposed  per^^on,  who  was  in  the  wood,  and  wished  to 
pick  a  quarrel  with  him.  He  therefore  endeavoured  to  drive  it  away, 
but  the  animal  continuing  to  fawn  upon  him,  he  at  last  took  the 
purse,  and  found  in  it  a  sum  of  money,  which  enabled  him  to  prose- 
cute  his  journey.  Having  reached  Vienna,  and  announced  himself 
as  a  Dominican,  he  was  employed  to  preach  before  the  Ekoaperor 
Maximilian.  His  Majesty  was  so  much  pleased  that  he  was  desirona 
of  retaining  him ;  but  the  new  Pope,  Pius  IV,  having  heard  of  his 
reception  at  the  Austrian  capital,  applied  to  have  him  sent  back  to 
Home,  as  a  condemned  heretic,  upon  which  the  Emperor  dismissed 
liim,  with  a  safe  conduct.    When  he  arrived  in  England,  in  1560, 


^  Thn  wa  m  Mr.  Gnir  eteaped ;  nd  fry  a  terief  of  tingiilar  Interpoaltlont  of 
Ttvfidmm,  be  at  last  got  asfe  to  bit  iiatiTo  coaDOy ;  wbera^  tfioagb  not  an  origl. 
MteMV  bo  waa  riiyiUazly  uaefiil  in  begins  forward  tbe  bqvpr  Reftirmation,  of 
wbieb  wo  aft  tbia  day  are  enjoyinf  tbe  benefit.  Not  to  apeak  of  tba  erowB  of 
ffghteonanaaa  wbicb  racb  a  faitbftil  aenranft  of  Cbrist,  and  a  martyr  in  poipoae, 
tbofh  Mved  flmn  a  Tioknt  deatb,  ia  now  bonoured  to  wear,  bow  nobly  doea  be 
appear  eivia  la  tbe  erteein  of  bie  ftUow-men,  in  eompariaon  witb  tbe  poor  old 
flovardly  friar,  wbo^  tboi^  oonTiseed  of  tbe  trnib,  waa  afimid  to  eoDfieas  it,  and 
11^  bad  not  tbe  eoQZH    "  to  «:rY^HJ^  Maker  beraoo  eartb?*'  W.  M«G. 
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and  wm  inferttied  of  the  ettaMtrimfeiit  of  Ae  vefermod  ifd%ion  hi 
Ms  own  Donntiy,  ha  immediately  repaired  to  Scodaiid,  and  waa  ad- 
mitted into  the  mhailry.  Hbiviag,  ift  a  great  measure,  feigotten  Ua 
natire  language  dariag  an  ahoence  ef  twmitf -^ror  tears,  he,  fbr  4 
ihort'thiie,  preached  m  Latfai  to  tome  of  the  learned,  iti  Mag^lene'a 
^h^MBL  He  was  afterwards  iqppokitedl  minister  of  tiie  parah  of 
Cmioiqiate,  where  he  had  not  eftdated  lot^,  till  he  was  elected 
eaOttigve  to  Knoac 

Behig  thus  settled  minister  of  B&Amrghy  he  oontinoed  in  the 
oftoe  many  years,  and  met  with  many  tnab  of  his  fordtnde  and 
fidelity.  In  1M4,  having  aooompanled  ms  yioBtrieas  eoUeagoe  when 
hronght  before  the  cooBcil,  hb  was  eaHed  tspon  to  ffire  his  opinion  as 
to  the  ^estiea  under  dftq^nte,  whidi  was  the  right  of  subjeets  to 
eontrd  their  raleia^  when  l^ey  hare  been  guilty  of  tiohling  tli«r 
eadis  of  office.  TUs  be  did  with  nnich  eoEMtour  and  boldness,  re> 
kting  the  iMse  of  a  debate  he  had  heard  on  the  subject  at  Bo-> 
kgaa.  One  of  the  eourtiers  hainag  exeladmed,  in  reference  to  this, 
^  Ye  tail  OS  what  was  done  in  Dol^^;  we  are  in  a  kii^dom,  and 
they  are  bat  a  oenunoaweakh,"  he  answered,  ^  My  lord,  my  radg" 
msnt  is,  tet  erery  hingdom  is  a  eemmonwealth,  or  at  least  fSumUd 
be,  albeit  that  every  eoaunooweakh  is  not  a  kingdom :  and,  there- 
Ms^  I  tUnk,  that  in  a  kkigdem  no  less  Migenee  shodd  be  taken 
that  laws  be  not  vkiated  than  in  a  commonwealth^  because  the  ty- 
namy  of  prinees,  who  continaaBy  reign  in  a  kingdom,  is  mare  hmt- 
M  to  the  sdbjecta  than  litemBgoTeimnent  of  those  that  fimn  year 
te  year  are  choaffed  in  fifee  cennnonweakhs.''  fife  added  that  the 
dapate  to  'WkidL  he  referred  was  conducted  on  genend  principles, 

SplicaUe  to  all  Idngdoma  and  commonwealth^  and  the  oonduaion 
opted  was>  that  althongh  laws  contrary  to  the  law  of  Ckni,  and  to 
the  true  prtndples  of  government,  had  l)een  introduced  through  the 
negligenGe  ef  the  pec^le,  or  the  tyranny  of  princea,  yet  the  nme 
people,  or  their  poaterity,  had  a  right  to  demand  that  aU  things 
aiioiild  be  reformed,  according  to  the  cnriginal  institutton  of  kings  and 
eeasmonwealths. 

in  1567,  the  Earl  ef  Bethw^  having  obtained  a  divorce  from 
Us  lawful  wife,  preparatory  to  Ida  marriage  with  Queen  Mary, 
hb  waa  eommandea  te  puUish  die  banns  of  matrimony.  He  referred 
liie  order  te  the  session  in  which  he  presided,  and  it  was  resol^v^ 
that  intimation  c^the  Sovereign's  intention  rimuld  be  made  on  the 
threenext  daysof  preadung.  Bat  the  next  Sabbath,  havii^  declar- 
ed that  he  had  received  audi  a  command,  he  added,  that  he  could 
not  m  canscienM  obey  it,  the  mariiage  being  altogether  unlawful : 
and  that  he  waa  ready  to  declare  his  reasona  Ibr  aayin^  ao  Id  tiw 
partiea  if  preaent  He  waa  iminediatcdy  sent  fer  hy  BothweH,  to 
whom  he  dedared  his  reasons  with  great  boldness ;  and  the  next 
Lord's  day,  he  toM  the  people  what  Ire  had  said  before  the  council, 
and  took  heaven  and  earth  to  witness,  that  he  detested  that  scan- 
dalous marriage ;  and  that  he  had  disdiai|;ed  his  duty  to  his  con- 
acienae,  aad^hia  God.  Upon  this,  he  waa  again  called  before  the 
council,  and  reproved,  ea  havinf  exceeded  the  boonds  of  his  caHing ; 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


jbat  be  WMI7  aMwered,  tktA  »  die  Imadf  of  Ui  eommissimi  w«re 
^  word  of  Gody  tighl  reMoo,  and  good  lura,  f^^ataiak  whicii  he  hud 
said  mMog ;  and  l»f  aU  thfiM  otflmd  to  ptofo  the  laid  mBiriafe 
ataodaloiifl,"  at  tiu8»  howevtr,  he  vsf  stopped,  and  put  ont  4^  the 
^oniMsiL  Of  his  v^ole  eondoet  in  regard  to  the  qneoi's  marriage,  he 
gare  in  a  tumAre  and  defeneeto  the  aaaemUy  of  IMl,  and  by  that 
9f  }M%  was  declared  to  have  done  his  dnty,  as  a  fidtfaAd  minister. 
Thns  Mr.  Clva^g  eontinated,  noi  onfy  a  finn  friend  to  the  Reforma- 
tion, birt  a  b^<^poo8r  of  erayenflroaduaentaMde  on  the  crown 
aadd^fnitf  of  the  LordJesos. 

About  the  year  L571,  or  1572,  whist  his  eoUeagne,  on  aeoooat 
of  the  preTalence  of  Uie  <|neeB*s  party,  was  obliged  to  seek  veli^ 
at  St.  Andrews,  Craig  settas  to  hare  difiered  with  his  oongxega* 
tion,  who  fennd  ibnlt  widi  him,  for  what  they  thonght  tempo* 
rialiig  daring  Aat  period.  In  conse^penoe  of  tins  they  mutoally 
agreed  to  sepamte*  Afbr  preaching  two  years  in  Montrose,  he 
removed  to  Aberdeea,  where  he  aeted  as  visitor  of  the  i^arehes  in 
Brednn  and  Montrose^  and  was  afterwards  chosen  minister  to  the 
royal  hoosehold,  a  titoation  whidi  he  hdd  till  his  deatL^ 

In  1584^  an  act  of  pariiament  was  made,  ihat  all  ministen,  maa* 
ten  of  edleges,  ice.  riionld  wiAin  finiy-eight  hoan^  eompear  and 
subscribe  die  act  of  pailiaanent,  reqpeoting  the  king's  power  over  ill 
estates  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  submit  tfacaMelyes  to  the  bishops, 
te.  Upon  this,  Craig  and  some  others,  were  oaHed  before  me 
council  and  interrogated,  how  he  could  be  so  hM  as  to  controvert 
this  act  ?  Craig  answered,  that  they  could  not  but  find  fhalt 
with  vdiat  was  repugnant  to  €k>d's  word:  at  which  the  Earl  of  Ar^ 
ran  started  upon  his  feet,  and  said,  that  they  were  too  pert,  Aat  he 
would  shave  thdr  heads,  pare  their  nails,  cut  their  toes,  and  make 
them  an  example  unto  dl  who  should  dbebey  Uie  Idng^s  command, 
and  his  councirs  orders  ;  and  forthwith  chaiged  them  to  appear  be- 
fore the  king,  at  Falkland,  on  the  4th  of  September  following. 

Upon  thdr  iqypearance  at  FUkland,  they  were  again  accmsed  of 
transgressing  the  foresaid  act  of  parliament,  and  disobeying  the 
bidiop's  injunctions ;  when  there  arose  some  hot  speeches  betwixt 
Graig  and  tiie  bnhc^  of  St  Andrews ;  at  which  the  Earl  of  Arran 
moke  again  most  outrageou^  against  him,  whilst  he  coolly  re^kd, 
^at  ihm  had  been  as  greatmen  set  up  higher,  that  had  been  brought 
low.  Arran  rejoined,  ^  I  shall  make  thee,  of  a  folse  friar,  a  true 
prophet,"  and  sitting  down  on  his  knee,  he  said,  *^  Now  I  am  hum- 
bled." "<  Nay,"  said  Mr.  Craig;  <' mock  the  servants  of  God  as  thou 
wilt,  God  will  not  be  mocked,  bnt  shall  make  thee  find  it  in  earnest, 
when  thou  shall  be  cast  down  from  the  high  horsef  of  thy  pride,  and 


*  W]miii«irinedtlistUini4Mtvliediindech>lMofGnds,tlMS«Mi^ 
Ujr,  Joljr,  1580,  <'UMMd  the  Lord,  tnd  praiied  the  Idnf  for  hit  zed.**~Row*o 
Hltt.  of  the  Kirk. 

f  Thii  ia  a  prorerbial  ezprtaiioiit  ia  oommoD  on  to  this  day.  When  we  ■••  a' 
man  derated  in  his  ofwn  esteem,  we  say^  '<  he  is  on  his  %A-Aorw;'*  and  it  doea 
not  require  the  spirit  of  prophecy  to  foretell  his  lUL    The  oanse  of  Arrange  death 
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hmnlML'*  Thif  wistiilfiIl6dafewyeanafker,wlienbewMt]ini^ 
off  hit  hone  with  a  spear,  by  James  Douglas  of  Paikhead,  IdUedi 
and  his  corpse  exposed  to  dogs  and  swme  before  h  was  buried. 

Mr.  Craig  was  fortfawi^  disehaiged  from  preaching  any  more  in 
Bdinbarg^  and  the  bidiop  of  St.  Andrews  was  iqipointed  to  preach 
in  his  place  ;  but  as  soon  as  he  entered  the  great  chnroh  of  Edin- 
borghy  the  whde  congregation,  except  a  few  conrt  parasites,  left  it 
It  was  not  long  before  Mr.  Craig  was  restored  to  his  place  and  office. 

In  1591,  w&sa  the  Earl  of  Bothwell  and  his  accomplices,  on  the 
27th  of  December,  came  to  the  king  and  chancellor's  diamber  doors, 
with  fire,  and  to  the  q«een*8  with  a  hammer,  in  tiie  palace  of  Holy- 
roodhouse,  with  a  design  to  seise  the  Idnff ,  and  chancier,  Mr.  CriBag^ 
iq>on  the  29th,  prowling  before  the  ung,  upon  tiie  two  braaen 
moontaina  in  Zecfaariah,  said,  ^  As  the  king  had  lightly  regarded  the 
many  bloody  shirts  presented  to  him  by  his  subjects  craving  justice, 
so,  God,  in  nis  prondenoe,  had  made  a  noise  of  crying,  imd  fore- 
hammers  to  come  to  his  own  doors.**  The  king  woidd  hiiTe  the  peo- 
|4e  to  stay  after  sormon,  that  he  might  purge  himself,  and  said,  **  If 
he  had  thought  his  hired  semnit  (meaauig  Mr.  Craig,  who  was  his 
mmister)  would  have  dealt  in  that  mamo'  with  him,  he  should  not 
have  dealt  in  dut  manner  with  him  so  long  m  his  house."  Mr. 
Craig,  by  reason  of  the  throng,  not  hearing  what  he  said,  went  away. 

In  1595,  Craig  being  quite  worn  out  by  his  labours,  and  the  in- 
firmities of  age,  the  king^s  commissioner  presented  some  articles  to 
the  General  Assembly ;  in  which,  amongst  other  things,  he  craved, 
that,  seeing  he  was  awaiting  the  hour  iHien  God  shmild  please  to 
call  him,  and  was  unable  to  serve  any  longer,  and  his  Majesty  de- 
signing to  place  John  Duncanson  (who  it  would  appear  was  Craig^s 
colleague  .at  the  time)  with  the  prince,  therefore,  hn  highness 
desired  an  ordinance  to  be  made,  granting  any  two  ministers  he 
should  choose.  This  was  accordingly  done ;  and  Craig  died  some 
time  after,  at  the  advanced  age  of  8^  anno  1600. 

He  will  Bf/pear,  from  these  short  memoirs,  to  have  been  a  man 
of  uncommon  resolution  and  activity,  He  was  employed  in 
most  part  of  the  aflhirs  of  the  Church  during  the  reign  of  queen 
Mary,  and  in  the  beginning  of  dut  of  her  son.  He  compiled  the 
National  Covenant,  and  a  Catechism  commonly  called  Craig's  Cate- 
chism^  whidi  was  first  printed  by  order  of  the  Assembly,  in  1591. 


DAVID  BLACK. 

PRxyious  to  the  year  1570,  the  religious  struggle'  maintiuned  in 
Scotland  might  be  said  to  have  been  in  honour  of  Christ's  propheti- 


^Tc  Mr.  Crai|^*8  word*  the  mppmemaoe  of  a  pvediotiflo  ;  bat  it  wm  no  man  thac 
ooa  of  tboM  Golnoideiices  which  often  occur  in  tho  course  of  proridenoe. 
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dl  and  priesdy  <^ce,  agamst  the  enmvandooiraptibiisof  ptgiBMni 
and  popery.  Bat  from  that  period  downward,  it  was  more  etpe- 
ciiJly  for  ike  rig-hts  and  jHrerogatires  of  his  kingly  office,  that  the 
sealona  defenders  of  the  fiiith  were  called  upon  to  testify  and  suffer. 
Amongst  those  who  stood  forward  in  this  cause,  towards  tiie  end 
of  the  cdxteenth  oentory,  a  conn>icaons  place  is  certainly  due  to 
David  Bbdc  Of  his  previoos  history,  Uttle,  at  this  distance  of 
time,  can  now  be  ascertained.  This,  however,  is  of  the  less  import- 
ance, as  It  is  cliieiiy  with  his  public  conduct  we  have  presently  to  do. 

At  the  period  in  question,  and  for  some  time  previous,  he  was  col- 
lea^e  to  the  celebrated  Andrew  Melvill,  as  a  minister  of  St.  An- 
drews. He  was  remarkable  for  seal  and  fidelity  in  the  disdharge 
of  his  duty,  applying  his  doctrine  dosely  to  the  ccnrmptions  of 
the  age,  whether  prevailing  among  the  highest  or  lowest  of  the 
people.  In  consequence  of  this,  he  was,  in  1596,  cited  before  the 
council  for  some  expressions  uttered  in  a  sermon,  alleged  to  strike 
against  the  king  and  conrt.  But  his  bretiuren  in  the  ministry 
tluuking,  that  by  such  a  procedure  against  him  the  spiritual  govan- 
ment  of  the  house  of  God  was  intended  to  be  subverted,  resolved, 
that  he  should  decline  answering  the  summons,  and  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  they  should  he  preparing  themselves  to  prove  from  the  holy 
scriptures,  that  the  judgment  of  all  doctrine,  in  the  first  instance,  be-> 
longed  to  the  Church, 

Accordingly,  Mr,  Black,  on  the  18th  November  1596,  gave  in  a 
declinature  to  the  council,  to  this  effect:  That  he  was  able  to  defend 
aU  that  he  had  said  ;  yet  seeing  his  answering  before  them  to  that 
accasation,  might  he  prejudidal  to  the  liberties  of  the  Cfanrch,  and 
would  be  taken  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  M^esty's  jurisdictkm 
in  matters  merely  spiritual,  he  was  coustraiiied  to  decline  dut  judi- 
cat^nry,  1.  Because  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  had  given  him  his  word 
for  a  role,*  and  that  therefore  he  could  not  ML  under  the  dvil  law, 
but  in  so  fer  as,  after  trial,  he  should  be  found  to  have  passed  firom 
his  instructions,  which  trial  belonged  only  to  the  prophets,  L  e.  the 
nilnlsterB  of  the  Church.  2.  That  the  liberties  of  tlie  CSinreh,  and 
discipline  presently  exercised,  were  confirmed  by  divers  acts  of  par- 
liament, and  approved  of  by  the  Confession  of  FVnth ;  that  the  office- 
bearers of  the  Church  were  now  in  the  peaceable  possession  thereof ; 
and  that  the  question  of  his  preachinff  ought  first,  according  to  the 
grounds  and  practices  aforesaid,  to  be  judged  by  the  ecclesiastical 
senate,  as  the  competent  judges  tliereof  in  the  first  instance.  This 
declinature,  with  a  letter  sent  by  the  different  presbyteries,  was  in  a 
short  time  sidMcribed  by  between  three  and  four  hundred  ministerSy 
all  assenting  to  and  approving  of  it. 

The  commissioners  of  the  General  Assembly  then  sitting  at  Edin- 
burgh, knowing  that  the  king  was  displeased  at  this  proceeding,  sent 
some  o£  their  number  to  speak  with  his  Majesty ;  to  wliom  he  an- 
swered, that  if  Mr.  Black  would  pass  fr«m  his  declinature,  he  would 
pass  frrom  the  summons  ;  but  this  they  would  not  consent  to  do. 
Upon  this,  therefore,  tiie  king  caused  summon  Mr.  Black  again,  on 
the  27th  of  November  to  a  council  to  be  held  on  the  SOth.    This 
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I  was  giteo  with  nenmd  af  trompet^  and  cpm  pfodanwtion» 
at  the  cmn  of  fidinbniii^:  and  tka  sane  day,  the  eommisgionan  of 
the  AiaeniUy  wen  acdorad  to  depart  thance  in  tweaty-four  lioiii% 
under  pain  of  rabtUion* 

BefiNra  the  daf  of  Mr.  Black's  teeaiid  i^^^earano^  at  the  conndU 
he  prepared  a  still  more  explicit  deolii»atai^  ei^ecially  as  it  res- 
pected the  Idag'ssiipnniacy^deciMrii^  «<  that  there  are  tvo  jniisdio- 
tions  in  the re^m,  the  «iie  ^aritual,  and  the  other  civil;  the  one 
respecting  the  coBsdeaoe,  and  the  other  concerning  external  things; 
the  one  persuading  by  the  spiritiial  swordt  the  other  compelling  by 
the  temporal  swoni;  the  one  ^irltnaUy  procuring  the  edincation  o£ 
the  Church,  ihe  other  by  justice  procoriag  the  peace  and  qniet  of 
die  eonnsonweelth,  whidi,  bcmg  grounded  in  the  light  of  nature, 
proceeds  from  Qod  as  he  is  Cb^Htor,  and  issotennedbyanapostle,* 
but  yaryiag  acearding  to  the  aoastitntion  of  men  ;  the  other  aboTe 
nature,  ffttmnded  upon  ^  gnee  of  redemptian,  proceeding  imme- 
diately from  the  gospel  c£  Christ,  the  only  King  and  only  Head  c^ 
his  CfanrGh.f  Thensfore,  in  so  te  as  he  was  one  of  the  spiritual  of* 
fioe-bearers,  and  had  dischniged  his  spiritqal  calling  in  some  measure 
of  grace  and  sincerity,  he  should  not,  and  could  not,  lawfully  be 
jutted  for  presiding  and  ap^ying  the  word  of  Ood,  by  any  dyil 
power,  he  being  an  ambsssadnr  and  messenger  of  the  Lord  Jesos, 
havinff  his  commission  from  Uie  King  of  kings,  and  all  his  instruc- 
tions being  set  down  and  Umltod  in  the  word  of  God,  that  cannot  be 
extended  or  abridged  by  any  mortal  king,  or  emperor ;  and  seeing 
he  was  sent  to  all  sorts,  his  commisoon  and  disclmrge  of  it  should 
not,  nor  osnnet,  be  lawfully  judged  bv  them  to  wl^  he  was  sent» 
Ifaey  being  sheqi^  notpaiftors,  and  to  be  judged  by  the  word  of  6od» 
and  hot  ie  be  the  judges  thereoi^  in  a  judicial  way.'* 

A  decree  of  eouicirwBS  forthwith  passed  itf;ain6thim,  upon  which 
his  baetbren  of  the  commission  directed  their  doctrine  against  tha 
eomcfl.  The  Ung  sent  a  message  to  the  commissioners,  signifying 
that  he  wonU  nasi  satisfied  with  Mr.  Black's  sin^e  dedaration  of 
^  truth;  but  Mn  Bmee  and  the  i«st  relied,  that  if  the  affur  con- 
eemed  Mr*  Black  done,  they  should  be  content^  but  the  liberty  of 
Christ's  kingdom  had  receiTed  such  a  wound  by  the  proclamation  of 
last  fiatnnky,  that  if  Mr.  Blacks  life,  and  a  doaen  of  others  besides, 
had  been  taken,  it  had  not  grieved  the  hearts  of  the  godly  so  much, 
and  that  either  these  thmgs  behoved  to  be  retracted,  or  they  would 
oppose  so  long  as  they  had  bre^.  But,  after  a  long  process,  na 
mitigation  of  the  cpnncu  s  severity  could  be  obtained ;  for  Mr.  Blade 
was  duarged  by  a  maoer,  to  enter  his  person  in  ward,  on  the  north 
of  the  Tay,  there  to  remain  on  his  own  expense,  daring  his  Majea- 
ty*iB  ^easore ;  and  though  he  was  next  year  restored  to  his  place  at 
8t  Andrews,  yet  he  was  not  allowed  to  continue ;  ior  about  the 
montii  of  July  that  same  year,  the  king  and  council  again  proceeded 
egainst  him ;  and  he  was  removed  to  Angus,  where  l^oonlinned  till 
the  day  of  his  death.    He  had  always  been  a  severe  'Check  on  the 
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liegl^iii  ana  nn&idifal  pare  of  the  dei^,  and  ihey  now  had  found 
means  to  get  rid  of  him.  His  situation  at  St.  Andrews  was  con- 
ferred on  Creorge  Gladstanes,  minister  of  Arbirlot,  in  the  shire  of 
AnguSy  into  whose  parish  Bkck  was  in  his  turn  admitted. 

After  his  removal  thither,  he  continued  to  exercise  his  ministry, 
preaching  daily  to  such  as  resorted  to  him,  with  much  success, 
and  having  intimate  communion  with  God,  till  the  day  of  his  death, 
whidk  haf^ned  six  years  i^r. 

Towaids  his  last  sickness,  the  Christian  temper  of  his  mind  was 
so  nnich  improved  by  htrge  measures  of  the  Spirit,  that  his  conversa- 
tion had  a  remarkable  effect  in  humbling  the  hearts,  and  comforting 
the  souls  of  those  who  attended  him,  engaging  them  to  take  the 
yoke  of  Christ  iq>on  them.*  He  found  in  his  own  soul  also,  such  a 
sensible  taste  of  heavenly  joys,  that  he  was  seized  with  a  fervent 
desire  to  depart,  and  to  be  with  the  Lord ;  longing  to  have  the 
earthly  house  of  this  his  tabemade  destroyed,  that  he  might  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  mansions  of  everlasting  rest.  In  the  midst  of  these 
earnest  breathings  after  God,  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  condescend 
to  the  importumty  of  his  servant,  giving  him  to  know  that  the  tin^e 
of  his  departure  was  at  hand.  On  the  day,  therefore,  preceding  his 
death,  which  happened  on  a  Sabbath,  he  took  a  solemn  farewell  of 
Ins  fiunily  and  nock,  in  a  discourse,  as  Melvill  says,f  that  seemed  to 


«  This  iJlords  us  an  opportanity  to  remark,  that  It  !s  not  only  m  a  reoord  of 
thdr  zeal,  and  iiiltliftilnen,  and  undaunted  molntioo,  in  performing  tbeir 
pnUie  dutSca,  and  In  testifying  or  suflering  for  tbe  truth,  in  a  public  manner,  that 
these  meoKdis  of  the  Worthies  are  intended  to  be  usefnl ;  but  also  as  presenting 
sifnal  instance,  of  piety  and  patience  in  the  ordinary  acenesof  life,  and  under  the 
esinmsw  safferinga  of  humanity.  It  is  said  of  on  eminent  EngUsb  author,  whoso 
works  hare  been  genenUy  admired  as  models  of  ease  and  elegance^  but  who,  with 
the  utmost  refinement  of  taste,  and  the  greatest  success  in  the  pursuits  of  liter« 
Ature,  was  not  ashamed  to  profess  his  belief  in  the  gospel,  that  when  laid  on  his 
dcirth..bed,  and  wilMn  a  few  hours  of  eternity,  1m  sent  for  a  young  nobleman,  his 
intimate  friesd,  and  taking  him  by  the  hand,  said,  <«  Come,  see  with  what  peacea 
Christian  can  die  !*'  And  surely,  next  to  tbe  death  of  the  wicked,  oonoected  as 
it  sometimes  is  by  the  most  awful  awakenings  of  conscience,  nothing  can  bs 
more  iofiuential,  in  roudng  the  cardess,  in  turning  the  disobedient  to  the  wls- 
4mn  of  ibe  Just,  or  confirming  die  bdlerer  in  his  most  holy  Ihitb,  than  witness- 
iBf  the  last  sickness,  or  the  dying  moments  of  a  genuine  and  triumphant  Chris- 
tian. Httoe  the  eiEBct  which,  in  the  statement  abore,  is  ascribed  to  those  who 
witnemsd  this  eminent  saint  in  his  conflict  with  the  King  of  terrors.  These  per- 
aon%  wo  will  readily  allow,  were  highly  prirlleged.  To  hare  looked  on  his  coun- 
tenance, glowing  with  celestial  raptare;  to  have  listened  to  his  wm^s,  telling 
of  bcavsidy  Joys  and  eternal  rest;  must,  one  would  thinks  teTobeen  a  cure  for  itt- 
MsUty.  Now,  insoflu'asthe  actual  beholding  of  tht  sosne  is  obnoevaed,  tbo 
benefit  rcaolting  from  it  can  never  be  oun.  If  we  credit,  however,  tbe  details  ol 
iitstory,  and  are  at  due  pains  to  ponder,  and  realize  them,  a  idmilar  efiect  may  be 
produced  in  our  minds;  and  by  perceiving  with  the  eye  of  fancy,  the  scene  whtsh' 
they  describe,  we  may  learn  not  only  wifli  what  peace,  but  with  what  iwimph, 
a   ChHstiaa  may  die. 

t   Mffm  et  vcro  rriatio  de  Davidls  Black  transmigratlone  in  c«pV«t«m  patrfaun. 
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be  spoken  ont  of  heaven,  concerning  the  miseiy  and  grief  of  tluaf 
Gfe,  and  the  inconceivable  glory  which  ig  aboye. 

The  night  following,  after  supper,  having  read  and  prayed  in  his 
family  with  nnnsnal  continnance,  strong  crying,  and  fervent  suppli- 
cation, he  went  to  bed,  and  slept  for  some  time.  The  next  day  Do- 
ing ^pointed  for  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  snpper,  he  went  to 
chnrch ;  and  having  brouffht  the  communion  service  near  a  dose, 
he  felt  the  approaches  of  deaths  and  all  discovering  a  sudden  change 
in  his  conntenance,  some  ran  to  support  him  ;  but  pressing  to  be  at 
his  knees,  with  his  hands  and  eyes  lifted  up  tow»*ds  heaven,  in  the 
very  act  of  adoration,  as  in  a  transport  ofjoy,  he  was  taken 
away,  with  scarcely  any  appearance  of  pain,  llins  this  holy  man, 
who  had  so  faithfully  maintained  the  interest  of  Christ  upon  earth, 
breathed  forth  his  soul  in  this  extraordinary  manner,  that  it  seemed 
rather  like  a  translation  than  a  real  death.  There  can  be  littU  donbt, 
that  the  immediate  cause  of  his  death  was  apoplexy.  His  death 
must  have  happened  in  the  year  1605 ;  and  from  the  universal  esti- 
mation in  which  he  was  held,  both  by  his  paiidiioners  and  the 
public,  he  must  have  descended  to  the  grave,  followed  by  the 
regrets  of  many  a  pious  and  affectionate  heart. 


JOHN  DAVIDSON. 

John  Davidson^  afterwards  minister  of  Libberton  and  of  Preston 
p«M,  was  a  native  of  Dunfermline,  and  was  enrolled  as  a  student  o«^ 
^  St.  Leofiard's  eoDege  in  the  university  of  St.  Andrews,  from  156/ 
to  1570.  He  was  a  man  of  great  wbI  and  boldness  in  favour  o# 
the  reformed  interests,  and  began  very  earlv  to  discover  uncommon 
piety  and  fiiidifulness  in  the  disehaige  of  his  duty.  When  the  re- 
gent Morton,  in  1573,  obtained  an  order  of  the  privy  council  for 
uniting  two,  three,  ai^  even  fbnr  parishes,  an  order  whidi,  as  it 
sanctioned  one  of  the  worst  abuses  in  tlie  popish  church,  save  great 
dissatisfaction,  Davidson,  then  a  regent  in  St.  Leonards  college, 
wrote  a  poern^  e»o«ing  its  obiect  in  the  strongest  terms.    The 

KB  being  printed  witfaont  his  knowledge,  he  was  summoned  to  a 
ce-air  at  Haddington,  and  a  sentence  of  imprisonment  pro- 
nounced against  him.  He  was,  however,  liberated  imon  bail,  in  the 
hopes  that  ^e  might  be  nrevailed  on  to  retract  what  no  had  written^ 
or  that  his  brethren  mi^t  be  induced  to  condemn  it.  Interest  was 
BHidofbr  him  by  some  of  the  principal  gentknen  of  the  eemtry,  but 
his  prosecotor  remained  inflexible,  so  that  finding  nothing  less  than 
a  recantation  would  save  him  from  punishment,  he,  after  Imtingfor 
a  while  in  the  west  of  Scotland,  retired  into  England,  whence  he 
as  not  permitted  to  return  during  the  regent's  li&  time. 
He  was  afterwvds  invdved  in  the  sofferings  brought  upon 
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^enl  minirttfs  iii  AmseaiMiioe  «f  tke  Said  of  EiilEf«ii»*  in  158!2» 
aadteeBlerprifaatStotiiifff  in  1584. 

Beii^  then  minister  of  Libberton,  he  wiu  a|^K>inted  by  die  pret- 
bjteiy  of  Edinbugfa,  to  exeomnmnioite  Montgomery  for  rennng 
lus  claims  to  the  ai:Ghbi8hopric  of  Glasgow,  aS»r  having  solemnly 
leneunoed  them  in  the  preoediag  General  Assembly.  Tins  appoint- 
ipent  ha  executed  with  a  boldi^  whieh  not  s  litde  sorprifted  the' 
eonrt  Action.  He  afterwards  made  one  of  the  commisnon  sent 
hf  the  AsseniUy  to  remonstrate  with  the  king  at  Stirling,  on  the 
liile  mynstifiaMe  measnres  in  £ftvonr  of  Montgomery,  and  here  again 
taphyei  his  finlhiiibiees  by  his  admonitions  to  the  court.  In  oon- 
seyienee<rf  die  acts  passed  in  B&y,  1684^  giving  the  king  all  power 
in  caosea  bo>th  ciril  and  ecclesiastical,  and  the  violent  procednrft 
aguBst  several  of  his  brethren  which  immediately  followed,  he  was 
oon^ded  to  fly  into  England,  where  he  remained  a  considerabte 


Being  letomad  to  Scotland,  he,  in  1590,  signalised  himself  by  Us 
letter  in  aasmnr  to  Dr.  Bancroft's  in&mons  atta<^  on  the  Chnrdi  of 
Scotland,  in  1506,  a  year  memorable  in  the  history  of  tke  Ofanrch, 
ke,  bear  now  nmister  of  P)restonpons,  was  very  active  and 
flBoceaM  in  bringing  forward  the  overtnre  for  a  general  reANr^ 
maaioa;  and  when,  as  a  preparatory  step  to  its  being  carried  inta 
effect;  tiie  ministers  and  other  comnusdioners  of  the  General  Assini' 
Uy,  met  in  the  Little  chnrch  of  Edinbnigh,  for  confession  and  prayer, 
ta  ahe  immber  of  about  four  hundred  ministers,  besides  dden  and 
private  CSnistians^  Mr.  Davidson  was  chosen  to  preside  amongst 
ihenu  IforingcaasedtheSSdand34tkdii^rsof  Eiekiel  to  be 
rend,  and  discoursed  upon  them  in  a  very  afiecting  manner,  he 
shewed  wkotvras  the  end  of  thdr  meeting,  in  confessing  sin,  andre- 


*  BolMrt  MoDtgoOMry,  mlniitw  of  Stfarlinf  ,  had  made  a  iilm<iiiaiflal  purchase 
•f  ^be  Afohbiahoiirie  of  Gbn^owy  tmm  the  earl  of  Lennoz,  for  which  he  was  to 
gfre  Mm  ^500  aterllDg  of  yearly  rent.  AoGordlngly,  on  March,  1582;  he  came 
to  Gkagaw,  wim  a  mahtr  of  soldSen,  and  polled  the  miniaier  In  the  palpit  by 
the  desve^  aayinf,  **  Ceme  down  Slnrah."  The  minister  relied  <'  He  was  phuasd 
tfacfB  hf  Ae  Kiric,  and  woold  giro  plaee  to  none  who  intruded  themsslvea  wHhont 
ordtf.*'  Much  cooAMion  and  Uooddied  ensued  in  the  town.  The  presbytery  oC 
Stlrilng  so^cnded  Montgomery ;  in  whidi  the  General  Assembly  supported  them. 
Lenttoz  obteined  a  commfatkm  from  the  King  to  try  and  faring  the  offenders  to 
joatka;  Before  tfiat  oemmission  court  met,  the  Earis  of  Bfar  and  Gowrie,  tho 
Master  of  Oliphan^  jonng  LochleTen,  &c.  carried  the  King  to  Ruthven  castle» 
and  thto  supidhwted  him  «o  leiroke  his  oommissien  to  Lennox.  This  be  did, 
and  ordored  him  to  leoTe  the  country;  whlcfa^  after  some  delaye,  he  did, 
rodring  to  Berwick.  AfterMrards  the  peraons  coaoemed  in  the  aflUr  at  Ruthyen, 
wfefo  dunged  to  leave  the  reafan  upon  pain  of  corporal  punishment ;  because  the 
CovDcU  had  sludged  it  to  be  treseon  agahvt  the  King  and  goremment. 

f  The  BoUemoB  eonoemed  ia  the  Raid  of  Ruthven,  assembled  as  army  at 
Stirihig^  and  took  the  castki  and  from  thence  sent  a  oniqilication  to  the  Khig  to 
T«dress  their  grietancea.  In  the  mean  time  the  Earl  of  Gowrie,  lingering  about 
Dundee^  was  apprehendsd,  and  eommitled  to  prison;  which  discoursed  the 
povtyaomosh,  that  they  ied  in  the  nighty  and  got  to  Berwidc  The  captain  of 
the  caalle  and  titfos  olh«a  were  hanged.  Gowrie  was  likewise  eoncuted  oil  the 
2d  May,  156i» 
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fiolnnlg  to  fomke  it,  and  that  they  should  turn  to  the  L4>rd,  and 
onter  into  a  new  league  and  covenant  with  hini»  that  ao^  by  rapeat-. 
auee,  they  might  be  the  more  meet  to  stir  up  others  to  the  luune 
duty.  In  this  he  was  so  assisted  by  the  Spirit  working  upon  their 
hearts,  that  within  an  hour  after  they  had  convened,  they  began  to. 
look  with  quite  another  countenance  than  at  first,  and  while  he  was. 
oxhorting  them  to.  these  duties,  the  whole  assembly  mdted  into  teai^ 
before  him* 

After  prayer,  he  preached  on  Luke  xiL  22. ;  having  the  aama 
assistance  given  him*  Before  they  dismissed,  they  solemnly  enters 
od  into  a  new  league  and  covenant,  holding  up  Uieir  hands,  with 
such  signs  of  sincerity  as  moved  all  present.  That  afternoon,  the 
Assembly  enacted  the  renewal  of  the  covenant  by  partiookr  synods. 

In  the  General  Assembly  held  at  Dundee,  1598,  where  the  long 
was  present,  and  when  it  was  proposed.  Whether  ministers  should 
vote  in  parliament  in  the  name  of  the  Church,  Davidson  displayed 
his  wonted  boldness.  He  entreated  them  not  to  be  rash  in  oondnd- 
ing  so  weighty  a  matter,  he  said,  "  Brethren,  yon  see  not  how  readi- 
ly the  bishops  begin  to  creep  up."  Being  desired  to  give  his  vote, 
he  refvsed :  and  pretested  in  his  own  name,  and  in  the  name  of  thoae 
who  dichild  adhere  to  him,  and  requested  that  his  protest  shodd  he 
inserted  in  the  books  of  Assraably.  Here  the  king  interpoaed,  and 
said,  **  That  shall  not  be  granted;  see  if  you  have  voted  and  rea* 
8oned  before/*  '<  Never,  Sir,"  said  Davidson,  <'  but  without  pr^u*« 
dice  to  any  protestation  made  or  to  be  made."  And  then  presented 
bis  protestation  in  writing ;  which  was  handed  from  one  to  another, 
till  it  was  laid  down  before  the  clerk.  The  long  taking  it  up,  and 
reading  it,  shewed  it  to  the  moderator  and  others  about,  and  at  last 
put  it  in  his  pocket.*  This^protest  and  letter^  however,  was  the  oc« 
casion  of  fiirtner  trouble  to  him.  For,  in  May  following,  he  was 
charged  to  compear  before  the  council  on  the  26th,  and  answer  for 
the  same,  and  was  by  order  of  the  king  committed  prisoner  to  the 
castle  of  Edinburgh ;  but,  on  account  of  bodily  infirmity,  this  place 
g£  confinement  was  changed  to  his  own  dwelling  house ;  after  which 
he  obtained  liberty  to  exercise  his  office  in  his  own  parish.  After- 
wards, in  1603,  when  the  king  was  on  his  way  to  England,  as  he  vraa 
passing  through  Prestonpans,  the  laird  of  Ormiston  entreated  him 
to  relieve  Davidson  from  his  confinement  to  the  bounds  of  his  own 
parish :  but  this  could  not  be  obtainedt  and  he  died  in  the  course  of 
the  following  year. 

He  was  umumbtedly  a  man  of  warm  and  sincere  piety,  of  great 
boldness  and  honesty,  and  possessed  no  small  share  of  learning  for 
his  time.  The  exertions  which  he  made  during  his  incumbency  at 
Preston  to  provide  for  the  reli^ous  and  literary  instruction  of  that 
parish,  entitle  him  to  the  most  gratefol  remembrance.  At  his  own 
expense  be  bmh  a  church  and  a  manse,  a  school  house  and  dwelling 


•  Sm  tbk  fwtmtj  and.^  letter  tent  by  liim  f  the  AmunUf  of  1001,  in  Calder- 
wood,  pp.  420  and  450. 
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Iroose  Tor  ihe  nuister.  The  school  w^  erected  for  teaching  the  Uireo 
kutied  hnguages,  and  to  itg  support  he  destined  all  his  heritahh* 
and  noreaJble  property.  The  bodily  distress  nnder  whidi  he  hail 
lahovred  daring'  the  last  years  of  his  life  was,  in  no  small  degree, 
aggrsTsted  br  the  persecution  of  government,  a  persecution  whieii 
tl^bA  be  saia  to  have  been  directed  against  hb  writings  after  death. 
His  character  has  been,  it  is  probable,  in  some  d^ee  misrepresent- 
^  both  by  enemies  and  friends.  The  cidamnies  of  Spotttswood,  in 
las  listofj,  may  be  jnsdy  traced  to  personal  animosity.  On  the 
odtor  hand,  the  prophetic  character  ascribed- to  him  seems  to  depend 
on  fiusts  which  are  either  extravagant  and  incorrect,  or  may  be  at- 
oulBrted  Ibr  ks  Um  mere  results  of  his  ponetratioa  and  sagacity. 


ANDREW  MBLVILL. 

pKRHAPS  the  most  illustrious  name  which  occurs  in  the  history  of  tiro 
T^ormation  in  Scotland,  after  the  time  of  Knox,  is  that  of  AndreV 
MelrilL  He  was  the  youngest  son  of  Richard  Melvill,  propriett^r 
of  the  st^  of  Baldovy  near  Montrose.  He  was  bom  on  the  Ist 
of  August  1545.  When  only  two  years  old  he  was  deprived  df 
both  li^  parents,  and  committed,  an  orphan,  to  the  care  of  his  elder 
brother.  By  his  care,  and  that  of  his  exceDent  wife,  the  loss  of  hi8 
parents  was  in  a  great  measure  made  up  to  him.  Perceiving  in 
him  a  taste  and  capadty  for  learning,  his  brother  resolved  to  g^ve 
Mm  the  best  education  that  the  country  afforded.  He  accordiii^ty 
placed  Imn  at  the  grammar  school  of  Montrose,  then  taught  by 
Thomas  Anderson,  and  to  him  it  may  be  presumed  he  was  indebted 
for  instruction  in  religion  as  well  as  in  secular  learning.  But 
he  had  a  more  able  instructor  in  his  pious  and  intelligent  brother, 
who  had  for  many  years  been  a  convert  to  the  protestant  ^th. — 
In  the  year  1559  he  went  to  the  univernty  of  St.  Andrews,  ami 
entered  the  collc^  of  St.  Mary,  where  his  great  advancement, 
esperially  in  Greek  learning,  excited  the  astonishment  of  even 
his  teachers.  And  having  finished  the  usual  course  of  study,  he  Mt 
it  with  the  character  of  **  the  1>est  philosophear,  poet,  and  Grecian, 
of  any  young  master  in  the  land." 

Having  thus  acquired  eminence  by  his  learning  at  Home,  ha 
resolved  to  complete  his  education  on  the  continent.  In  1564  ho 
net  out  for  France :  and  after  a  protracted  voyage  being  landed  at 
IKeppe,  he  wcilt  to  Ptais  and  commenced  his  studies  in  its  renown* 
ed  nniver^ty,  an  institution  whidi  was  then  in  its  most  flourishing^ 
state,  and  sustained  in  its  celebrity  by  the  most  distinguished  profes- 
sors. From  thence,  after  renudning  for  about  two  years,  he  went  to 
^lat  of  Poitiers,  wi^  the  view  of  studying  civil  law ;  and  such  was 
the  reputation  he  had  already  gained,  tliat,  though  a  stranger  and 
only  twenty  one  years  of  age,  he  was  on  his  arrival  there  appomtrd 
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a  regent  in  tiie  Cdlege  of  St  Mnrceon.  In  this  ritnttion  lie  on»> 
tinned  three  years,  and  liaving  during  the  siege  of  the  town  fai  1568 
entered  into  the  family  of  a  counsellor  of  Parliament  as  tator  to 
his  son,  he  met  with  an  inddent  to  which  he  never  after  tnftU 
allnde  hut  with  tears.  Coming  into  his  room  one  day  he  finrnd  kit 
pupil,  a  very  promising  hoy,  hathed  in  hlood  and  mortaDy  wound^ 
by  a  canon  ball  from  Uie  camp  of  the  besiegers,  which  had  piereed 
the  house.  He  lingered  for  a  short  time,  employing  sudi  knotdedga 
of  religion  as  he  possessed  in  comforting  his  afflicted  paieat»  and 
eiqpired  in  his  tutor's  aims,  pronouncing  in  Greeki  these  atfactiag 
words,  '<  Master,  I  have  finished  my  oomne/' 

From  Poitiers,  he  now  retired  to  Geneva,  arf  Am%  ipvift  a 
considerable  time  in  prosecuting  his  studies,  and  in  cnltivaling  the 
acquaintance  of  the  niany  learned  and  distinguished  men  of  which 
it  was  the  resort  After  pasmng  through  various  dangers  which 
threatened  him,  on  account  of  his  attachment  to  the  reformed 
opinions,  he  returned  to  Scotland  in  July  1574,  having  been  absent 
from  his  native  country  for  nearly  ten  ytefi.  Upon  Us  return,  die 
learned  Beza,  in  a  letter  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Churdi  of 
Scodand,  said,  <'  That  the  greatest  token  of  aflPectioa  the  lark  mi 
Geneva  could  show  to  Scotland,  was,  that  they  bad  aoffered  them- 
selves to  be  de^prived  of  Mr.  Andrew  MelvilL" 

Soon  aiW,  the  Assonbly  {^[^pointed  him  to  foe  Principal  of  the 
ooUe^e  of  Glasgow,  where  he  continued  for  some  years.  In  1576, 
the  Blarl  of  Morton  being  then  Regent,  and  thinkuig  to  faring 
Me^viU  over  to  his  party,  who  were  endeavourii^  to  introduce 
Episcopacy,  offered  him  the  parsonage  of  Govan,  a  benefice  of 
twei^-four  chalders  of  grain  yearly,  besides  what  he  eiueyed  as 
Principal,  provided  he  would  not  insist  against  the  establishment  of 
bishops ;  but  Melvill  rejected  bis  offer  with  soom. 

He  was  afterwards  translated  to  St  Andrews,  where  he  swved  in 
the  same  situation  ke  had  held  at  Glasgow,  and  was  likewise  a 
minister  of  that  city.  Here  he  taught  the  divinity  dass ;  and,  as  a 
minister,  continued  to  testify  against  the  encroachments  then  mak- 
ing upon  the  rights  of  the  Church* 

When  the  Assembly  sat  down  at  Edinburgh,  in  15^  MelviU 
inveighed  agiunst  die  absolute  authority  which  was  making  its  way 
into  the  church ;  whereby,  he  said,  diey  intended  to  pull  tibe  crown 
from  Christ's  head,  and  wrest  the  sceptre  out  of  his  hand;  and 
when  several  articles,  of  the  same  tenor  with  his  speech,  were  pr^ 
sented  by  the  commission  of  the  Assembly  to  the  King  and  Connci], 
craving  redress,  the  Ead  4ft  Arran  cried  out,  **  Is  there  any  here 
that  dare  subscribe  these  arddes?"  Upon  which  Melvill  went 
forward  and  said,  *^  We  dare,  and  will  render  our  lives  in  the 
cause ;"  and  then  took  up  die  pen  and  subscribed. 

We  do  not  find  that  at  this  time  any  disagreeable  oonseqneneea  en- 
sued firom  his  intrepidity.  But  in  the  bennning  of  Febiuary  1584, 
he  was  summoned  to  appear  b^ore  the  Pitry  council,  on  the  I7th  of 
that  month,  to  answer  for  sections  and  treasonable  speeches  said  to 
have  been  uttered  by  him  in  his  sermon  and  prayers  on  a  fiut  which 
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lndbe^ll0pt4faut^gUlef»reoediogmoilUl.    AthbfiMcAnpeoratice, 
4ie  made  a  Teri»l  defence ;  bat  beuQ^  airain  c 

4(Mn»»  with  a  dedmature,  importiog,  that  he  had  said  nothing,  either 
4A  that  or  any  other  sermon,  tendii^  to  dishonour  the  Kmg ;  but 
had  r^^nlaiiy  prayed  for  the  pres^vaftion  and  prosperity  of  his 
Ubjesty :  Iluit»  as  oy  acts  of  pailiament  and  hiws  of  die  CSiurch,  he 
sluHild  be  tried  for  his  doctrine  by  the  Cfaordi,  he  therefore  protested*^ 
for.  and  crared  a  trial  by  them ;  wad  particnkurly  in  the  place,  St. 
Andrews^  where  the  offenee  was  alleged  to  have  been  committed : 
That  as  tiMre  were  ^^ed^  laws  in  fivrour  of  St.  Andrews,  to  the 
thovc  import,  be  partioularly  daimed  the  privilege  of  them.  He 
fiuther  prolasled,  tkeit  what  he  had  said  was  wamuUed  by  the  word 
of  God,  that  he  appealed  to  the  congregation  who  heard  the  sermon; 
and  that  he  cmved  to  Juiow  hb  aoousers ;  that,  if  the  calmnny  was 
€Mmd  to  be  £dbe,  tiie  informers^  might  be  punished,  &c  After 
whidi  he  gaya  an  aeeonnt  of  the  senxMNi  in  question ;  all^;ing  that 
hb  meaning  had  been  misunderstD^d,  and  his  words  perverted. 

Upon  hearing  this  def(Uice,  lihe  Kii^  and  the  Eari  of  Amm,  whp 
was  then  dbanoeDor,  raged  ex^ceedipgly.  Melvill  however  remained 
jttidis^Hieled ;  and  replied,  that  they  w«re  too  bold,  in  a  constitnted 
Ghristun  IdA,  la  pass  by  its  teaehersi  and  to  tidce  upon  them  to 
judge  the  doetrine,  aad  oontsdi  the  admiUuatrataons  jof  the  serviHifs 
of  a  King  and  council  greater  dnii  themselviea.  ^^  And  that  you 
may  see  your  rashness,  in  taking  upon  you  that  which  you  neithi^r 
•ii^t  nor  oan  do,  (taldag  ^ut  a  ABiall  H^rew  Bible;  and  laying  it 
down  before  them,)  there  are^"  said  no,  <<  my  instructioas  and  war- 
rant,— see  if  any  of  you  can  show  me,  that  I  have  passed  my  in- 
junctions.'' Ilie  Chancellor,  opening  thebook,  put  it  into  the  King's 
hand,  anyinfe  <*  Sire,  he  scorns  your  Majesty  and  tlio  CounoL*' 
"  Nay,*  said  BtfelvUl,  <<  I  scorn  not,  but  I  am  in  good  oamest**' 
He  was,  during  the  time  of  this  detNitei,  frequra^Iy  removed,  but 
instantly  recalled,  that  he  might  not  have  time  to  consult  wiUi  his 
friends.  They  at  last  procetNbd  M:aiast  hun^  and  admitted  his 
avowed  encpoies  to  prove  the  anDOsation*  Though  the  whole  train 
of  evidence  which  was  le^  proved  little  w  nothing  against  him,  yet 
they  resahred  to  faurolre  bun  in  ftrooUes^  because  4ie  had  declined 
their  anthsffity,  as  incompetent  ju%es  of  doctrine,  and  therefore 
rBoaitted  him  to  ward  i»  thp  eastle  of  Bdinbqxgh,  during  the  King's 
plfBasare. 

Being  informed,  that  if  he  eulered  into  waid  he  would  not  be 
releasee^  unless  it  should  be  to  the  sca£[old,  thi^  the  docree  of  the 
Cooadl  was  altawd^  spid  BlMoiass  wm  appointed  for  his  prison, 
which  was  kept  l^  a  dependent  of  the  Earl  <ji  Anan,  he  resolved 
to  leave  Uie  country.  A  maoer  ffave  him  a  charcpe  to  enter  Blacks 
noss  in  twraty-four  hours;  an<^  in  the  meanwhile  some  of  Ar- 
ran's  horsemen  were  atten^g  al  the  West^port  lo  convmy  iiim 
thither:  but,  by  tlie  time  he  should  hove  entmd  Blackness,  he  had 
reached  Berwioc  The  ministers  of  Edinbuigh  prayed  eamestfv 
for  him  in  public,  and  gave  him  tihe  good  diaraicter  he  deserved, 
which  both  moved  &e  people,  and  gaued  the  Coprt  ^^ccedingly* 
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After  a  baiushment  of  twenty  months,  which,  he  ment  in  LondMi, 
he  returned  to  Scotland  in  1585,  and  liaring  assisted  in  reorganittiig 
the  collie  of  Grlssgow,  he  in  1586  resumed  his  pUioe  at  St.  Air- 
drews.  Here  the  S3niod  of  Fife,  which  met  in  April,  faaring  pm^ 
ceeded  to  excommunicate  Archbishop  Adamsen  for  his  attempts  at 
overturning  the  Presbyterian  goyemment  of  the  Church,  and  intro- 
ducing f^iscopacy,  Melvill,  and  also  his  nephew  who  had  preached 
the  sermon,  were  in  their  turn  excommimacated  by  him.  This 
difference  with  the  Archbishop  brought  them  again  before  the 
King  and  Council,  who,  pretending  that  there  was  no  odler  method 
to  end  the  quarrel,  ordained  Andrew  the  nnde  to  be  confined  to 
the  counties  beyond  the  Tay,  under  pretence  that  he  might  be 
useful  in  that  quarter  in  redaiming  Papists,  whilst  James  tiie 
nephew,  because  of  his  siddy  condition,  was  sent  bade  to  the  new 
college.  Shortly  after,  however,  the  university  having  sent  (he  Dean 
of  Faculty  and  tlie  Kfostors,  with  a  suj^pBcation  to  the  King  in 
Melvill's  behalf,  he  was  suffered  to  return ;  but  was  not  rastored  to 
his  place  and  office  until  Uie  month  of  August  following. 

The  next  winter,  he  laboured  to  give  the  students  in  divinity, 
under  his  care,  a  thoroogh  knowledge  of  the  discipline  and  govern- 
ment of  the  Church ;  wMch  was  attended  witii  considerable  success. 
The  spedous  arguments  of  Episcopacy  vimished,  and  the  seriona 
part,  both  of  the  town  and  untveraky,  repaired  to  the  oolege4o 
hear  him. 

After  this  he  was  diosen  Moderator  in  some  subsequent  assembMea 
of  the  Church ;  in  w4iich  several  acts  were  made  in  fevour  of  relr- 
gion,  as  maintained  in  that  period. 

When  the  King  brought  home  his  Queen  from  Denmark,  in 
1590,  MelviH  made  an  excellent  oration  upon  the  occasion,  in  Latin; 
^ich  so  pleased  the  King,  that  he  publidy  declared  he  had  therein 
both  honoured  him  and  his  country,  and  diat  he  should  never  be 
forgotten;  yet  such  was  t^e  instability  of  tliis  prince,  that,  in  a 
little  after  iMs,  because  Melvill  opposed  his  arbitrary  measures  in 
grasping  after  an  absolute  authority  over  the  dinrch,^  he  conceived 
a  hatred  against  him  which  lasted  ever  after. 

In  the  year  1590  he  was  elected  Rector  of  the  univew4ty  of 
St.  Andrews,  and  in  that  office  oftener  than  once  displayed  hk 
prudence  and  intrepidity*  He  nko  acted  in  the  capadty  of  ralnig* 
elder  in  that  town,  and  was  very  active  and  succes^d  in  the 
plantation  of  vacant  parishes  within  the  bounds  of  the  Presbytery 
of  which  he  was  a  member. 

In  1594  the  4}eneral  Assembly  testified  their  sense  of  his  impor- 
tant public  servi<^  in  fiivour  of  the  Church,  by  placing  him  for  the 


*  BeoneC  in  his  memorial,  nji,  tint  while  be  (James)  graced  at  arMtrtkj 
power,  to  which  he  dlaoo^'ered  an  faicUnation  through  the  whole  of  his  reign.  It 
has  been  obsenred,  and  not  without  good  reason,  that  he  made  himsdf  mean  and 
contemptible  to  all  the  world  abroad,  through  affecting  to  swagger  over  his  parlia- 
ment and  people  at  home,  which  he  did  in  a  mstuwr  that  was  &r  from  maUng  or 
showing  him  grea 
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I  OB  te  Modenlor^s  dttir.  Shortly  alter,  ha  a]»peared 
for-  tin  dnscii  betoe  tiie  L«a^  of  Arti^es,  rtaeomag  powerftiUy 
for  liwfotftkmof  Ae  Pofwh  Lofdli,tuidstBi  farther,  afong  witii  hb 
mykoir  and  tiro  other  minkters,  he  aoeotapanied  his  Nfejc»ty,  at 
hk  ejuM^aan  reqve8t>  in  his  expeditioii  afakwt  them,  aad  contriboted 
not  »  ikde  to  its  ftoooeM. 

hk  the  course  of  liie  year  1£(66  he  was  inroived  in  some 
degree  of  tronhle  throogh  his  frieadship  Ibr  David  Blaek,  in  re- 
£eanme&  to  the  proeeane  against  that  inditMidl  detailed  in  his  1^. 

In  the  same  year  ho  went,  with  some  other  ndniaters,  to  the  Con- 
veotion  of  Estates  which  met  at  Fdhiand,  to  oonnder  the  diiersoftfie 
«xooBHDnucated  kvrda  wiio  were  then  in  exile^  and  tiiongh  he  had  a 
oonmuasion  from  last  AesemUy,  to  watdi  against  every  danger  that 
might  threaten  the  CSraroh,  yety  whenerer  he  appeared  at  dw  head 
of  the  ministers^  die  JQog  waked  him,  Who  sent  for  him  there  ? 
To  whidi  he  resolntidy  answered,  **  Sire,  I  luMre  a  call  to  come  here 
£ram  Cftinsk  and  his  Ohnrc^  who  hare  a  special  concern  in  what  yon 
are  doing  here,  and  m  dnrect  oppesicioii  to  whom  ye  are  all  here 
aasemhled ;  bnt,  he  ye  assured, *that  no  eonnsel  taken  against  him 
diall  proq^er  ;  and  I  charge  yon,  Sire,  in  his  name,  that  yon,  and 
Toor  Estates  here  convened,  fiivonr  not  God's  enemies,  whom  he 
hateth;"— After  he  had  said  this,  taming  himself  to  the  nst  of  the 
mendiers,  he  told  them,  that  they  were  assembled  with  a  trattorons 
design  against  Christ,  Ihe  Ghnrch,  and  ^ir  native  country.  In  ike 
mMstof  thiflspeec^  he  waacommaiadedby^e  King  to  withdraw, 
npon  whidi  he  retired  thanViBiy  God  for  living  enjoyed  the  oppor- 
tunity of  exonerating  his  conscienoe. 

The  Gomaussion  of  the  General  Aasombly  now  met  at  Cupar  in 
ilfo,  and  understandhig  liow  matters  were  going  on  at  the  Con- 
Yenden,'  they  sent  some  of  their  members,  of  whom  Mehnll  was  one, 
to  expostnkte  with  the  King*  When  they  came,  he  received  them 
in  his  doset.  James  MehnU,  being  first  in  the  commission,  told  the 
King  his  errand;  upon  wludb  his  Mijesty  a|>peared  angry,  and 
chained  them  with  seditbn.  James,  bemg  a  man  of  cool  passion 
and  genteel  behaviour,  began  to  answer  the  King  with  great 
reverence  and  respect :  but  Andrew,  intermpfeiiig  hkn,  said,  *'  This 
is  not  a  Ume  to  flatter^  but  to  speak  plainly,  for  onr  conunission  is 
ftom  the  living  God,  to  whom  ihe  King  is  sdiject;"  and  then,  149- 
fM-oaching  the  Kin^,  said,  <<  Sire,  we  wUl  always  humbly  reverence 
yonr  Majesty  in  puUic>  but  having  oppwtunity  a£  being  with  your 
Majesty  in  private^  we  must  discharge  our  duty?  or  else  be  enemies 
to  Christ :  And  now,  Sirey  I  must  tell  you,  that  there  are  two 
kingdoms,  the  IdngdoiA  of  Christ,  \diioh  is  the  Church,  whose  suh- 
jeet  King  James  VI.  is,  and  of  whose  kingdom  he  is  not  a  head, 
nor  a  lord,  but  a  member ;  and  tbey  whom  Christ  hath  called,  and 
commandcMl  to  watch  orer  his  Church,  and  govern  his  spiritual 
kingdonu  have  sufficient  authority  and  power  from  him  so  to  do, 
whidi  no  Christian  King  nor  Prince  should  control  or  discharge, 
but  assist  and  support,  otherwise  they  are  not  faithful  subjects  to 
Christ.     And,  Sire,  when  you  was  in  your  swaddling  dothes,  Christ 
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tetgrnedieeAy  tilllibrliiinl;iB«iite«f  sHHiii 

aod  mitttilm  w«ra  <sownaoi  far  ndn^  Hit  Ckm 

for yonr wialfig^dflfcnqiv •id yiMWti>Btio%  wheal 

were  teeldiig  ytar  deitevatiMk      And  wfll  y^n  nov 

CMst'B  serfWto,f«v  IwiftMd  BOit  Mutual  fl^^ 

U^et^er,  and  for  the  care  tiiey  hare  of  their  dafty.to  (%intand  yon? 

Hie*  wMdn  of  your  €oi»tn  i%  thai  yoiK  nay  b»  aarred  witk  all 

aorta ofmeiH  Hyit y ott  amy  pd— to  your pnriiaM^  iadbeoaiiae  the 

miiiigtera  aid  woreiifaaitB  of  SooliUaid  are  Hiaaay  dwy  nanat  be 


weakened  and  brongiit  low,  by  atimi^  u^  «  P»*f  aginat  ihtoi: 
4nit,Sm,thiBi9Boft(dMwiadoa[r€f  God»  and  loa  awie  moat  K|^ 
^ipon  it;  whereaayk  deafriag  to  CM,  HkaarvaalB  AtXLhm  jam  tram 
fiientfe,  aid  Ha  ahidl  oompdilfe  mat  to  aerve  yon.*'  It  knot  dyft* 
kadt  to  cwjeutore  how  thia  diaeowae  waa  rdiahed  hy  the  Km%; 
^hawerer,  he  kept  yatomper,  a&d  Bremiaed  fiur  thkga  to  them  for 
the  preaent;  hot  it  waa  the  word  of  him  iHieae  ataaAiid  nuzialk 
was,  Qm  mteiidummulmnt  nmeiifagnmey  ^  he  wba  hmmm  net  haw 
to  diasemUe,  knows  not  how  to  nigiu"  £■  tins  aentuMnt,  —wop- 
Ihy  c^  the  meaaest  amoaig  men,  the  King  gfoned,  aod  made  it  hn 
€oa8taMtraleitfeoadaet;forintba  AwaiidJy  at  I>iHidBe»  i»  1598, 
Melviii  heiagjireaent,  he  dbefaai^ged  him  fimt  the  Aaiemlily,  and 
weidd  not  mmt  hasiinas  to  go  on  til  ha  ws^remoyie^ 

There  are  other  inatanoea  of  the  magnaniniity  of  thia  foitUoi 
witness  of  Christ,  whidi  are  worthy  of  notice.  In  1606,  he  and 
aeven  of  hb  brethren,  who  stood  most  in  the  way  ef  harring  prehny 
adTsnoed  m  Scodaad,  were  called  to  Laadon,  tmdar  ^ratemse  0t^ 
havinff  a  hearing  granted  them  by  l3ie  King,  on  the  aahfeot  of  ndi- 
gion,  but  rather  to  be  kepi  out  of  tiie  way,  as  the  ev«at  afterwards 
-fnrored,  until  £|^aoopaey  ahoidd  be  better  ostahiwhed  in  this  king- 
dom. 6oon  after  tiieir  arrival,  Ihey  were  aiBBained  by  the  King 
«nd  ComiGil,  at  Hampton  Oomt,  on  A»  20lk  of  eaptaanhee,  eoah 
oemingthelawfolnessof  the  Assonbly  at  Aberdeen  in  i6(Mk  The 
King,  in  particular,  asked  Melyai,  whether  •  few  deigy,  aieeting 
withovt  Moderator  or  C3eik,  eeold  make  nn  Aasemldy  ?  Ho  replied, 
there  was  no  nnmber  limited  by  law;  that  fowaeas  of  mnnber  was 
no  aigoment  against  the  legality  of  the  coort;  especiaMy  when  the 
promiae  was,  in  God's  woid,  given  to  two  or  three  oonrened  in  the 
name  of  €9urist ;  and  that  Ihe  meeting  waa  ordinary^  estiibliahed  by  h*^ 
M^esty's  hiwa.  The  rest  of  the  ndnistnas  deliivred  themselves  to 
Ae  same  pnrpoae ;  after  wldch  MeivU,  with  his  naoal  xfiraedom  of 
i^peeeh,  aapperted  the  oondoot  of  his  bretiven  at  Aberdeen ;  re- 
counted the  wronffs  done  them  at  Linlithgow,  whereof  he  was  a 
witoess  htmsdf :  blamed  the  King^s  Advocate,  Sir  Thomas  Hamil- 
ton, who  was  then  present,  forsofovouring  Popery,  and  maltreating 
the  ministers,  that  even  the  Aoeaser  of  the  brethren  could  not  hare 
done  more  against  the  saints  of  Qod  than  had  been  done ;  affirmed 
that  the  prelatistB  were  enconinged,  though  some  of  them  were 
promoting  the  interests  of  Popay  with  all  their  might;  and  that  the 
faithful  servants  of  Christ  were  s^t  up  in  prison :  and  Uien  address- 
ing the  Advocate  personally,  he  added,  .<<  Still  you  think  all  this  is 
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^«Boa^lNilcMiitiimtefeBMai^  tiw  ImUmtw  ^fM  Ae 
flmnt  yoa  did  ki  flitliiiil*  Ater  aone  covimwlion  hHwixl  ;ih« 
XngaiidtiM  Ai«UiAip«f€HAaAn7,  Ihejwitre  dii»iMed,  viA 
^6  ifplaii80«fiBnTpresCTt,fi>r4iwir  bold  and  steady  defenee  of 
li»  «iii»e 'Of  €kid  «M  tratfa ;  f or  tiiiy  iiad  boeii  sraoli  Bi^^ 
CotfaoBigiUL  Tbeyfai^annify  ntnred  fron  liof#re  tlie  K 
fcow^im,  tffl  lliey  roottred  a  chncge^BOt  lo  retan  to  SeoriMidi  nor 
eoRio'Mvtiofi^ag^  Qneoiirs,  or  Srinee'o  Cmri,  wttlioot  ^ecU 
Uconoe,  and  boiag  «dod  Ion  A  ftur  days  after,  they  weoe  agaia 
eaJlkA  to  Coitrt)  and  ocoMuoed  before  maoloetiOBnlier  of  tke  6eola 
BoMity;  -wkne,  after  Mm  ■epkav'a  4^iaBiiiiatkm»»  Melyitt  bek^ 
eaUedy  toM^MOi  fMaikfj  **  That  thay  kaeir  noe  what  Aey  iii«ro 
doing;  they  had  degenerated  from  the  ancient  nobility  of  Sootlaadj 
who  weM  wont  to  haaaidihehr^es  and  lasdi  fer  the  freedom  c^ 
tint  eooailry,  and  iiaA  gospel  "vrinoh  Aey  were  now  betrayiQg  and 
•rertonmig."    But  nig^  drawing  on,  Uiey  were  dtandssed. 

AfBw£cyiafterth^>they  werereqahredby  aiaeange  frum  his 
Ma§estyi  So  bo  in  the  Boyid  chapel  neoct  day,  being  t^  fiMtirai  of 
St.M^aelySo  whiahof  eovsathey  yiddedobediaiee.  On  eater- 
fa^  *e  chapel,  James  MsMM  whiipered  to  Us  uncle  that  he  soa- 
]iMted  a  deagn  to  entrqi  them  and  to  pot  tiheir  patienee  to  the  test. 
Tke  ch^  resoanded  witii  all  kinds  of  nmsk.  On  the  altar  were 
fdaoad  two  shat  books,  two  empty  chaHoes,  and  two  oondlestid» 
widiinlighitod OB&dles.  The  Kiag and  Qneen  approaahed  it,  and 
with  great  ceremony  prasentedtharotferings.  Upon  this  «oleouii%' 
MelTili  wrote  an  ^^ramf  for  whiah  he  was  called  befinm  the  Goan- 
4SL  lie  accorfetfiy  with  las  acoosftoatted  Ix^dneas  eowipaarod,  a^ow-- 
^  the  Torses,  and  declared^  ^  He  was  mndi  BMired  with  indigBatiom  at 
anck  Tanity  and  si^erstitioB  in  a  CfaaiBtian  Cfaordi,  under  a  Cabristiaa 
King,  born  and  brimght  up  vnder  ^  pore  Ugfat  of  the  gospd,  and  es- 
weiaDy  before  idolaUnrs,  to  confirm  uem  in  idolatry,  and  grieve  the 
lieartsoftnieprofosains.'*  Hie  BidK^pofCanterburybegaai  to  speak, 
but  MsItSI  charged  him  with  breadi  of  the  LordTs  day,  with  im- 
prisoning, siencug,  and  bearing  down  of  foithfol  nuaiston^  and  with 
uphoMii^  Aarticfaristaaa  hienracy  and  Pophh  cevemomes;  and, 
shaking  fiie^vriiitesleeyes  of  his  rochet,  he  called  ^lem  Romish  rags; 
tdd  1^,  that  he  was  an  avvwadoneavf  to  aU  the  refotmi^  Cfansdies  in 
Surepe;  and  therefore  ha  (lilelTifl)  would  profess  himself  an  enemy 
to  Um  m  all  swsh  proceedings,  to  the  effusion  of  die  last  drop  of  his 
bk>od;sndlbathe  waagrieyadto  thehearttoseesudiaBDaB  have 
the  King's  ear,  and  sit  so  higfakithathonourBhIeCoanciL    Heako 


*  Jtfttci  Melvfll  was  confined  at  last  to  Berwick,  where  be  ended  his  days^ 
Jan.  1614. 

f  The  Epigram  b  as  foBows : 
Car  atant  daKd  Ai^glia  MM  4110,  nfia  In  an, 

I  — line  tmim  idm> ;  poUyfcra  iloca  duo? 
Kom  sftnsBBi^  cuUnmque  Dei  tenet  An^lia  clanaiua,         ^ 

Lmnine  cbca  sao,  serde  aepulta  suo  ? 
'Romano  aa  rkn,  dam  regalem  instniit  aram, 
Pttfpttraam  fingit  rdlgioM  hipam. 
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diaived'B^fitfl)  Barlow  with  teving^  dedtoed^  ftfter-Ate  bosfflffRK* 
at  nonptmi  Court,  tiiat  the  Kagfaad  saM,  he  wee  ia  ^  Chwth'oC 
Sciotland,  boft  not  of  it:  aad  wonda^d'  that  he  w«s.s«ffetod  to  g« 
impimishM,  for  thus  maknig'  ihe  King'  of  no  reUgioii.  He  then 
proceeded  to  reftite  hk  eermon,  -wMch  he  had  lately^  pTMiohed  before 
the  Ktiff)  and  was  at  hst  removed ;  aa  order  being  giten  to  Dn 
OverweS,  Dean  of  St  Panl^t,  to  reoore  hbn  into  faia  hoti«e>  and  not 
to  let  any  have  aeoe«  to  Imn,  t^  his  Migesty'a  pleamre  waa 
signified  Next  year  he  was  Ordered  from  *lhe  Dean's  hpoae  to 
^  Bishop  of  Whichester*s,  where,  not  being  so.  striedy  gaarded» 
he  sometimes  kept  company  with  his  brethren :  but  was  at  last  com* 
nntted  to  the  Tower  of  Londcfn,  where  ha  remain^  for  four 
years 

While  he  was  in  ^  Tower,  a  gentieman  of  hia  aoquwaftanee  gat 
acoeis  to  him,  and  found  Um  very  pensive  and  mdaacholy  i$m 
account  of  the  prevailing  defeotsons  JBanoi^  many  of  the  muuMrs  in 
Scotland ;  and,  having  ktdy  been  informed  of  their  prooeediagi  at 
the  General  Assembly  held  at  Glasgow,  in  1619,  where  the  Earl  df 
Dunbar  had  an  active  hand  in  corrupting  many  of  them  InthHioney, 
the  gentimtaan  desired  to  know  what  woni  he  had  to  send  to*his  native 
oodntr^  ?  At  first  he  recehred  no  answer,  but  upon  a  second  inquires 
was  told,  **  I  have  no  word  to  send^  but  am  heavily  grieved,  that 
the  glorious  govamment  of  the  Churdi  of  Seotlaod  ^uld  be  so 
defend,  and  a  Popish  tyrannical  one  set  xtp ;  and  thou,  Manderston, 
(for  out  of  that  ^BUnily  Dunbar  had  sprung,)  hadrt  thou  no  other 
thing  to  do,  but  to  carry  the  commissions  down  to  Scotland, 
whereby  the  poor  Church  is  wredced  I  The  Lord  dudl  be  avenged 
on  thee ;  thou  dudt  never  have  leave  to  set  thy  foot  in  that  kingy- 
dom  aguni"  These  last  words  in^ressed  the  gentleman  so  much, 
that  he  desired  some  who  attended  the  Court,  to  get  some  blisinesi, 
'  which  was  mauaghig  through  Dunbar's  interest,  expedited  without 
delay,  bdng  persuaded  that  they  would  not  ftll  to  the  ground 
This  accordingly  was  the  case,  for  the  Earl  died  at  Whitehidl  a 
short  time  after,  while  he  waa  building  an  elegant  house  at  Berwick, 
and  making  grvid  pz%parations  for  his  daughter's  marriage  to'  Iiord 
Walden. 

The  injustice  of  Mdvill's  imprisonment  was  heightened  by  the 
nnneoessary  severity  with  which  he  was  treated.  The  indulgence 
of  having  a  servant  confined  with  him,  was  withdrawn ;  and  the  use  <^ 
paper,  pen,  and  ink  denied  him.  But  his  spirit  yet  remained  un- 
broken, and  he  even  found  means  of  expressing  the  sense  he  enter- 
tained of  his  unmerited  sufiferings,  by  covering  the  waUs  of  his 
apartment  with  beautiful  verses,  inscribed  upon  it  with  the  tongue 
of  his  shoe  buckle.  Aiter  ten  months  passed  in  this  state,  his  con- 
finement was  rendered  less  severe.  Meantime  about  the  end  of 
1607,  the  protestants  of  Rochelle  attempted  to  obtain  him  to  their 
college,  as  Professor  of  Divinity.  The  negodation,  however,  ulti- 
mately foiled :  and  at  the  instance  of  his  frhsnds,  he,  sometime  after 
this,  addre^^  the  King,  and  also  the  Privy  Council,  on  the  subject 
ef  his  release,  but  without  effect. 
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In  1610,  an  application  to  the  King  was  made  by  the  Duke  of 
BouOknv  reqiMiting  that  he  might  be  lib^ated,  and  allowed  to 
eome  aa  a  professor  to  his  Univereitj  at  Sedan  in  France.  This 
appUcaticm,  after  some  opposition  from  the  French  Queen  regent, 
ysoved  nltimatdy  ■aooessfiilt  and  in  Fehmaryy  1611,  after  four 
years*  GOBfiiifiment>MdTi]l  was,  by  the  interest  nf  the  Duke,  {released 
on  cottditioa  that  he  W4>nld  comply  with  his  ia^itation*  Meantime^ 
howeyer,  his  heakh,  which  had  hidierto  continued  good,  began  at 
last  to  sofR^  from  eon&iement,  and  he  was  seized  with  a  fever. 
He  was  in  consequence  permitted  to  leave  the  Tower,  that  he  might 
eiyoy  the  fi»e  air  far  a  few  days,  within  ten  miles  of  London* 
During  this  interval^  another  unsocoessful  attempt  was  made  to 
obtain  him  liberty  to  letmm  to  Scotland.  And  having  recovered* 
he  in  compllaiice  with  the  Puke's  request*  sailed  for  France,  wfaere^ 
arrived  at  Sedan,  he  continued  fyr  the  rest  of  his  life  eiQoying 
that  calm  repose  denied  him  in  his  own  country,  but  maintaining 
his  usual  constancy  and  faithfulness  in  the  service  of  Christ,  whk» 
he  had  done  through  the  whole  of  his  previous  hbtory* 

About  the  year  1620  his  health  began  greatly  to  decline,  and  it 
is  probaUe  that  the  distempers,  with  whidb  he  had  been  occasionally 
visited  ever  since  he  left  the  Tow^,  now  became  more  frequent  in 
their  attacks,  and  gradually  wasted  his  constitution.  He  died  at 
Sedan  in  the  ceurse  of  the  year  1622,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy- 
seven. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  say  much  by  way  of  drawing  his  character. 
The  frets  recorded  in  the  preceding  memoir,  speak  fr)r  thoauelves. 
It  mil  readily  be  observed,  that  a  high  degree  of  fortitude  and 
boldnesa  a^qpeared  in  all  his  actions.  Where  the  honour  of  his 
Lord  and  Master  was  concerned,  the  fear  of  man  made  no  part  of 
his  diarsuster.  He  is  by  Spottiswood  styled  the  Principal  Agent,  or 
ApoaUe  of  the  Presbyterians  in  Scotland.*  He  did  indeed  assert 
the  rights  of  Presbyt^  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  against  Diocesan 
^iscopacy.  He  possessed  great  presence  and  vigour  of  mind,  and 
was  MopmioT  to  iJl  the  arts  of  flattery  that  were  sometimes  tried 
irjth  him.  He  was  once  blamed  as  fcieiag  too  fiery  in  his  temper, 
and  replied,  "  If  you  see  my  fire  go  downward,  set  your  foot  upon 
it ;  but  if  it  goes  upward,  let  it  go  tonts  own  place."  ^  Next  to  her 
Reformer,"  (Knox)  says  his  eloquent  Biographer,  ''who  under 
God  emancijmted  her  from  the  degrading  shadaes  of  papal  supersti- 
tion and  tyranny,  I  know  no  individual  from  whom  Scotland  has 
''eoeived  such  important  services,  or  to  whom  she  continues  to  owe 
so  deep  a  debt  of  national  respect  and  gratitude,  as  Andrew  Mel- 
vilL"t 


•  SpotOfWMd  dses  not  aieribt  «oy  thiq^  of  the  form  of  Fraibyteriiui  chareb 
goremmeDt  to  Knox,  because  tbey  admitted  of  SuperiBteodanta  in  bit  time,  which 
be  thbiks  waa  Epiacnpacy,  but  says,  That  Andrew  MelTlll  brought  this  innoTatlon 
(aa  be  is  pleaaed  to  call  it)  from  Genera,  about  the  year  1575.    Hist.  p.  275. 

t  Dr.  ir<Crie*s  life  of  Andrew  Melvlli,  to  which,  for  many  interesting  pordcu- 
Iwa  of  hU  life,  and  «f  bis  tfane,  th«  reader  ia  reiwred.  W.  M*G. 
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WHiUAM  IK>W. 


William  Row  wm  a  Mm  of  Jolm  Row,  nudfter  aft  PMh,  ono  of 
4k&  earty  f  gfaiuew,  wlM^gsrohiiiia  vwy  BlMffalediiailioniiHderki^ 
«nni  eyo.  His  name  li  ondtted  kx  iIm  pariA  reig^iCer,  bat  ba  niittt 
l«via  boon  bora  in  the  year  156S.  Bfe  first,  and,  aeoording  to  some 
writers,  bis  only  eederiastlaal  i^poii^Haiit,  was  to  die  pu4sh  of 
Vbrgtaideiimjf  in  die  presbyteiT  of  PMli,  in  wbidk,  about  the  year 
1590,  be  sBDOeedsd  a  person  of  die  saatie  name  with  bis  tidier,  and 
BOSS  probably  a  rsbdon  of  die  ftnnly.  AeoMding  to  odi^rs,  bo 
was  settM  minister  at  Stanubnaglo,  in  Fife,  abost  die  year  1600, 
and  eoatinaed  diere  fbr  se^^eral  years.  IBs  duuracter  uid  history 
are  not  a  little  interestiag  and  oanoios; 

He  was  one  of  tbose  ministers  who  refased  to  giTO  pnblftc  thanks 
Ibr  the  Idng^s  deHvenmoe  ftmn  his  danger  in  fikywrie^s  eenspiraey; 
nntil  die  tradi  of  diat  eoospiracrr  sboidd  be  made  to  appear.  This 
refasal  Inronglit  i^on  liim  die  king^  A^leasore,  and  he  was  siun* 
monedto  iqppear  before  the  coaii  and  oornicU  at  Stirling,  soon  after.  - 
On  die  day  appointed  ^  his  eompeavaace,  two  noUemen  were  sent, 
dw  one  b^re  the  other,  to  meet  liim  on  the  way,  and,  mider  pre-' 
tence  of  friettdBKiip,  to  say,  that  die  ooartcil  had  a  deiign  npon  his 
life,  diat  so  he  ndght  be  prevailed  on  to  dedine  iq>pearing.  The 
first  met  him  near  his  own  house,  the  second  a  few  miles  from  Stir* 
ling;  hot  Mr.  Row  tdd  diem,  diat  he  wmdd  not^  by  disobedience  to 
the  smnmons,  make  himself  jusdy  liable  to  the  pains  of  kw;  and 
proceeded  to  Stirlii^,  to  the  no  small  amasemeut  of  the  king 
and  his  coart.  When  challenged  for  disbelieving  the  tmdf  ot  the 
oonspiiaey,  he  told  them,  as  one  reason  of  his  hesitation,  dnt  one 
Henderson,  who  was  said  to  hare  confessed  that  Gowrie  Mred  lite 
to  kill  die  long,  and  to  bate  been  fbnnd  anned  in  his  MajettyV 
chamber  for  t£rt  purpose,  was  not  only  soffnred  to  lire,  bat  reward-* 
ed:  <« Whereas"  sidd  he,  ''if  I  had  seen  the  king's  lifb  hi  kasard; 
and  not  ventured  my  life  to  reseae  him,  I  dm^  I  deserved  not  Uf 
live.- 

Hie  two  following  anecdote^  will  riiow  wift'  what  uncommon 
eoorage  and  resdbttion  he  defended  the  lib^des  of  the  Church. 

Being  at  Edinbmgli,  previous  to  an  Assembly  there,  at  wbidi  the 
Idng  wanted  to  bring  in  some  innovadon,  and  meeting  with  Jaaies' 
M^viQ,  wbio  was  sent  for  by  the  kii^,  he  accompanied  him  to  Holy- 
roodhouae.  Whik  Melvill  was  widi  die  l&ig,  he  stood  behind  a 
screen,  and  not  getting  an  opportunity  to  go  out  with  his  brodier 
undiscovered,  he  overheard  die  king  say  to  some  of  his  courtiers, 
''  This  is  a  good  simple  man,  I  have  stroked  cream  on  his  mouth, 
and  he  will  procure  me  a  good  number  ai  voters,  I  warrant  you  I" 
This  sud,  Mr.  Row  got  off;  and  overtaHng  Melvill,  askedhim,  what 
had  passed  ?  Melvill  told  him  all ;  and  said,  ''  The  king  is  well  dis- 
posed to  the  Churdi,  and  intends  to  do  her  good  by  all  his  schemes." 
Row  replied,  '<  The  king  hiokM  upon  you  as  a  fod  and  a  kna^e ;  and 
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t  tv  Hie  jmk  as  m  eoj-dn^  to  dmvf  in  ofterft;"  nd  t&en  UUk 
IriMwkatbeW  orerhewd  MdyiU  nqpeetii^  tlw  mnli  of  hb 
report,  he  oArad  to  go  with  Inni,  wad  wnntck  it  to  the  kiBg^f  ftyco. 
Accordingly,  they  went  hack  to  the  palace,  whan  Melyiil  seeing  him 
ao  forward  to  go  in  aa  lie  was  to  ofilar,  beiievod  his  report^  and: 
stopped  him :  mi  next  day,  when  the  Assembly  proceeded  to  Tot^ 
ing,  Melvill  having  voted  against  what  the  long  proposed,  his  Ma« 
jestT  would  not  bdieve  that  soch  was  his  vote,  m  hd,  being  askmL 
again,  repeated  it. 

Agam  in  1607,  he  being  to  open  the  synod  of  Ferth,  to  which  the 
Idng  de^atdled  Lord  Soone,  captain  c^  his  gnards,  to  force  them 
te  accept  a  constant  moderator,  he  was  told  by  his  Letdsh^,  thati^ 
in  his  preaching,  he  uttered  ought  against  tomtttaU  modmimty  he 
should  casne  tenor  twrire  of  his  gnaids  to  discharge  their  cnliperina 
at  his  noee ;  and  accordin^y  when  he  attended  iSbe  sennon  intro- 
dnctory  to  the  fffno^  he  stood  up  in  a  menacing  postnre  as  if  to 
overawe  the  ^feadier*  Bat  Row,  no  way  dismayed,  knowing  whafr 
vices  Seone  was  chaigeaUe  with,  particalaily  tfiat  he  waa  a  gvoot 
glutton,  drew  his  picture  so  to  die  life,  and  condemned  n^at  waa 
*  colpaUe  m  it  with  so  ranch  severity,  Aat  he  felt  oonstamed  to  nt 
down,  and  even  to  cover  his  face.  Afterwards  Ssfw  proceeded  t9 
Drove,  that  no  constant  moderator  should  be  sufered  in  the  chnrch  ? 
ant  knowing  that  Scone  understood  neidier  Latin  nor  Greek,  he 
wiselv  nvoidisd  designating  the  ofllse  in  English,  but  always  in 
Chreek  or  Latin.  Sennon  being  ended,  Soone  said  to  some  cf  tho 
noUes  attending  him,  ^  You  see  I  have  scared  die  preacher  from 
Biedifling  with  the  constant  moderator ;  bat  I  wonder  whom  he  spoke 
to  much  against  bv  the  name  oipnutei  ad  viktmT  Tliey  told  hinv 
that  it  was  the  Latin  for  constant  moderator,  which  so  incensed 
him,  that  when  Row  proceeded  to  constitute  the  synod  in  the  name 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  he  said,  **  The  devil  a  Jesus  is  here  */' 
and  when  calling  over  the  roO  to  choose  their  moderator  afiter  the 
andent  fbm%  Scone  would  have  pulled  it  from  him,  but  he  being  a 
strong  man,  held  him  off  with  one  hand,  and  holding  the  synod- 
roU  in  the  other,  went  through  the  list  of  members. 

After  this,  he  was  put  to  Uie  horn;  and  on  the  11th  June  follow- 
ing, he  and  Livingstone,  the  moderator,  were  summoned  before  the 
Council,  to  answer  for  dieir  proceedings  at  the  synod.  Livingstone 
compeared,  and  with  great  difficulty  obtained  the  favour  to  be 
warded  in  his  own  pansh.  But  Row  was  advised  not  to  compear, 
unless  the  Council  would  relax  him  from  die  homing,  and  set  him 
free  of  dangw  from  8cone*s  party,  who  had  letters  of  caption  to 
apprehend  and  commit  him  to  Bladoiess.  This  was  refused,  and  a 
search  made,  which  oUiged  him  to  abscond  and  luric  for  a  consider- 
aUe  time,  in  privacy,  among  his  friends. 

He  was  subjected  to  several  other  hmdships  during  the  renudador 
of  his  Ii%  but  still  maintained  that  steady  courage  and  fidelity  in 
the  dischm^  of  his  duty,  which  is  exemi^iiled  in  the  above  in^ 
stances,  untd  the  day  of  his  death. 
^    In  1624,  by  the  favour  of  Alexander  Lindsay,  bishop  of  Dunkeldi 
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and  minister  of  St.  Miuloes^  in  the  prediytery  of  Perth,  the  patron 
of  Forgandennf  ,  he  ohtaiiied  the  ntigftctton  of  haring  ius  aoa 
William  ordamed  hiB  aggiatant  and  successor  in  that  parish. 

This  bi^op  TVHS  an  hiunble  and  moderate  man.  He  was  well 
aeqnainted  wkh.  Eow,  from  the  time  they  had  been  companiona  at 
eoH^ie,  and  highly  estOCTned  him  for  his  good  qualities,  though  they  • 
now  differed  in  their  opinions  of  churdi  government.  He  was 
doing  him  a  kindneas  with  xegard  to  his  son,  but  yet  was  willing  that 
he  should  take  his  own  way  as  &r  as  possible,  in  acting  up  to  his 
character  aa  a  aealous  presbyterian. 

The  following  characteristic  anecdote,  in  reference  to  this  event, 
is  according  to  what  we  find  in  Ilow*s  own  manuscript.  Lmdsay 
said  to  him,  <^Mr.  William,  I  do  not  come  to  this  meeting  as  a 
bishop,  but  as  your  co-presbyter ;  and  I  promise  you  I  shaU  not  ask 
your  son  any  other  questions  than  those  which  are  contained  in  the 
Psalm-Book,"  that  is,  in  the  old  (brm  of  admission,  which  togetJier 
with,  other  fonns  and  prayers,  were  prefixed  to  the  metrical  version 
of  tiie  PsahnSk  Bow  was  fblly  sensible  of  his  friendship,  but  was 
fflad  notwithstanding  for  the  safety  of  his  conscience,  to  employ  the 
latitude  of  spee^  whicb  he  knew  was. granted  him.  He  would  not 
give  to  the  bbhop  the  title  of  "  My  LoitL*'  And  when  they  went  to 
dinner,  to  which  the  bishop  came  uninvited,  he  still,  in  the  exact  man* 
ner  of  the  times,  ahew^  the  behaviour  of  a  rigid  presbyterian* 
<*  Mr.  Alexander,"  said  he,  **  you  know  you  and  I  were  co-disciplea 
at  college,  and  Mr.  John  Malcolm,  now  minister  of  Perth,  was  our 
master ;  it  is  therefore  fit  that  your  master  should  sit  at  table  above 
you."  ^*  It  is  exceedingly  right,"  said  the  bishop ;  and,  with  a  great 
deal  of  good  huipour,  he  gave  place  to  Mr*  Malcolm.  Indeed, 
Lindsay,  who  was  laird  of  Evelick,  in  the  Carse  of  Gowrie^  was,  im 
the  last  years  of  his  life,  a  conformist  to  presbytery. 

Row  died  in  tlie  b^finning  of  October,  1634<.  William,  his 
son  and  successor,  distinguished  himself  in  the  time,  of  the  civil 
wars,  as  a  sealous  covenanter,  and  attended  the  Scots  army  into 
England,  as  one  of  its  chi^hdns.  He  died  in  1660.  If  be  had 
lived  till  the  re-establishment  of  episcopacy,  in  1661,  he  would  have 
been  deprived,  for  nan^confbrmity. 


PATRICK  SIMPSON. 

P  ATRiCK  Simpson  was  the  son  of  Andrew  Simpson,  I^finister  dT 
Dunbar,  one  of  the  first  in  the  Church  of  Scotland  who  resolutely 
set  themselves  agidnst  p6pery,  and  one  under  whom  were  educated 
some  of  the  most  illustrious  individuals,  both  of  the  clergygmd  laity, 
in  the  age  which  succeeded  him.  He  was  also  one  of  five  orothers, 
who,  after  the  example  of  tlieir  worthy  father,  devoted  themselves 
to  the  Church,  and  wci'e  more  or  less  distinguished  as  the  zealous 
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df  h»  purity  moA  ri^^  After  hasnog  fi&Mied  Us 
1  oourM^  he  ipent  a  eonsidenUe  tube  in  mAteUDtmtf  wMtk 
1m  MBfioyed  m  reftdfcig  tiie  Gtetk  and  Latbi  eIaMio%  tke  aadeiU 
Christian  ftdien,  and  ike  kktoiy  of  tile  prinM^  Bewg 

Uaned  ty  one  cif  hia  firiendt,  ibr  wastbg  to  aniuli  tiaie  m  the  stady. 
of  Pag[aii  writers,  lie  reidied,  tliat  ks  itttmed  to  adorn  the  house  of. 
«ed  iril&  these  SiSTptkn  jeweb.* 

He  was  ftrsi  ordanied  minister  ef  Gramdnd,  but  wss  lAerwards, 
iNHmovtedtoStiriingyWfaereheoontiaaiedtUlhisdealh.  He  was  a 
MAM  oanteiider  agdbst  the  lordSy  eneroadimentB  4>f  Prefai^.  In 
1564,  when  there  was  an  express  diarge  giren  by  the  King  to  the 
Aiinietters,  eitiier  to  adciolriddge  Adnmson  as  Ard^idiop  of  St; 
Andrews,  or  to  lose  their  beaefiees,  Sinpson  opposed  the  order  witb 
an  Us  power,  sMiongh  Adamson  was  his  mide  by  tiis  mother's  side 
and  when  some  <tf  his  Inrethren  seemed  wflliog  to  aoquiesee  in  tho 
King^s  mandate,  and  sobssribe  tfeir  sid>mi8Bion,  '^  so  &r  as  it  waa 
agieeabLe  to  the  word  of  €k>d,"  he  rebuked  diem  8bi^y»  iaying» 
It  wanld  be  no  salvo  to  their  consoienoes^  seieing  it  waa  altogether 
absord  to  snbseribe  an  agreement  with  any  human  inyentiM,  whea 
It  was  eondemned  by  the  word  of  Ck>d.  A  bbho^o  was  offered 
Um  by  the  King*,  and  a  yeariy  penian  besides^  in  order  to  bring 
l|im  snrar  to  his  derigns^  bat  he  posidrdy  refosedbolh,f  faying,  ha 
Mgafded  tiiat  premment  smd  prsfit  as  a  bribe  to  enslave  his  eon- 


*  ThU  answrr  Is  worthy  of  being  noted,  not  merely  on  ^ccoont  of  the  smart- 
hem  ind  point  with  which  it  is  expreHed,  hot  also  as  fanplying  in  it  a  doctrine  of 
ttkt  Tary  hSghest  practical  importance,  namdy,  A«  vHHty,  and  ooonqnently  to  • 
cvtain  d«gne^  1/^  iwoenilr  of  leamtng^  towards  the  right  folfilment  of  tho  minis- 
Svlal  s<ioa»  We  mean  nat  to  alter  at  livgs  Into  this  topic ;  indeed  our  present 
lionnds  wiil  not  allow  ns.  We  cannot  foil  to  remark,  however^  that  the  contrary 
cpinioa  h^  almost  invariably  beenheldby  those  who,  from  their  own  want  of  educa- 
tion, were  least  capable  of  estimating  its  benefits.  Those  wlus  liko  Mr.  Simpson, 
havo  ealtivated  with  sooeess,  the  literatnrs  of  Gneoe  and  Rome,  wfll  in  geoend, 
ttko  Um,  bo  ftiBDd  ready  to  aeftnowkdge  ha  importanoo,  to  tho  pnblio  tsachev  of 
OnManity.  That  piity  is  still  nore  necessary  we  firanldy  admit,  bat  that  tho 
graatcst  dsgres  of  piety  m^  be  illustrated,  adorned,  and  even  recommended,  by  a 
pmper  attentido  to  the  dictiies  of  taste,  must  also  be  obrious  to  every  one  in  tiie 
least  acquafaitod  with  tramao  natmne,  or  in  tho  least  experienosd  in  human  life. 

f  TUs  WM  a  noUs  inslanoo  of  his  devotedness  to  pviadpte.  And  with  this 
end  many  steiilar  CmIs  staring  them  in  the  fiioe,  it  is  truly  astonishing  to  think 
of  the  waatonness  and  perversity  of  some  writers,  in  charging  our  Worthies  vrith 
the  most  selfish  and  worldly  motives.  Even  the  highest  proof  of  a  man's  sin- 
cerity, hin  death,  has  by  sudi  penons  not  unfV^uendy  1>een  ascribed,  to  a  feding 
of  v^n  ^ory.  To  thmt  it  is  quite  inconceivable,  that  e  man  from  a  regard  to 
certain  reU^ens  teneta,  should  seflier  the  pains  of  maortyrdom.  This  is  a  fsat  ot 
virtue  to  which  d»ey  can  make  no  pretensions!,  and  to  which,  therefor^  their  envy 
cannot  permit  that  another  should  lay  daim.  Here,  however,  is  a  sacrifice  mors 
levd  to  t%ir  apprehensions,  and  of  the  amount  of  whidi  they  are  more  capable 
of  Judging  Let  them  judge  then,  (for  thus  far  they  can  Judge)  of  the  induce- 
msttt  held  out  to  Mr.  SImpeon  to  desert  his  ctmse^  let  them  setfanale  Ita  stvet^ 
if  thetar  own  leslings,  and  unless,  amcngst  th^  domineiriag  pmktes  aad  unfeeling 
statesmen,  who  an  the  frequent  suljecta  of  their  eulogy,  thqr  cu>  produce  a  simi  < 
lar  instance,  let  them  for  ever  refrain  from  calumniating  the  Covenanters. 
Scots  JVortbies,  No.  B.  H  •  *  ■* 
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seienice,  whioh  was  dearer  io  him'tliaiianx  ddiig  whid4TeBr.  Uedid 
not  sUp  widi  this;  Imt  liaving  ooeauoD,  in  1698,  to  preaeh  boANre 
tlie  King,  he  pabtidr  exliotted  lum  to  beware  tliat  he  dcew  not  the 
wmh  of  God  upon  himsdf,  hj  patroniiiMga  nmnifest  breach  of  the 
diTine  laws.  ^Iminediatdy  after  sennon,  the  King  stood  np^  and 
charged  himnot  to  intenneddle  in  these  matters. 

\Vheti  the  AMombly  which  was  held  at  Aberdeen  in  1604^  was 
condemned  by  the  state,  he,  in  ayery  solemn  manner,  deaonnoed  the 
indgment  of  God  against  all  snch  as  had  been  ooHoemed  in  distress- 
ing, and  unprisoning  the  ministerB  who  maintained  its  lawAibesB» 
and  juitified  its  proiseedingB. 

When  in  1606,  the  Parliament  met  at  Perth,  with  the  iFiew  ot 
repealing  the  statute  which  annexed  the  temporalities  !of  bishoprics 
to  the  crown,  and  to  restore  the  Episcopal  order  to  their  ancient 
priril^fes,  and  when  no  attention  was  paid  to  the  representations 
of  liie  ministers  on  the  subject,  a  protest  was  prepared,  which  being 
refused  bythe  Lords  of  Artides,  was  given  m  to  each  of  the  three 
Estates.  Hiis  very  important  pi^»er  was  prepared  with  much 
abifity,  by  Patrick  l^inpson.  It  was  signed  by  forty-two  Ministers, 
and  dc^rered  by  him  into  the  hands  of  die  Ekrl  of  Dunbar.  And 
though  it  failed  in  either  sntinff  or  changing  the  proceedings  in 


question,  it  sdD  remains  «s  a  vindication  to  pottmty,  of  the  pnsity 
of  principle  and  seal  for  the  Chupch,  which  distinguished  tl^  men 
whose  sentiments  it  expressed. 

But  whilst  he  thus  discharged  with  diligence  and  ardour,  those 
public  and  political  engagements  which  hu  office,  as  a  member  of 
the  ecclesiastical  commonwealth,  imposed  on  him,  Mr.  Simpson  did 
not  neg^ct  the  more  private,  but  not  less  important  duties  of  the 
Gospel  Minister.  Nor  was  he  more  distinguished  for  seal  and  pub- 
lie  spirit  in  the  cause  of  Christianity,  than  for  exem^ary  piety,  and 
a  consistent  walk,  in  private  life.  His  Christian  conduct  and  minis* 
terial  diligence,  were  attended  with  the  happiest  effects  on  the  peo« 
pie  with  whom  he  stood  connected. 

He  was  also  in  a  verr  eminent  degree  blessed  with  the  spirit  and 
Tetum  of  prayer :  and  the  foHo^nng  well  attested  fwt  shows  at  once 
how  much  of  the  divine  countenance  he  had  in  this  duty,  and  how 
much  comfort  it  may  be  productive  of  to  the  genuine  believer.  His 
wife,  Martha  Barron,  a  woman  of  singular  piety,  fell  sick,  and  under 
her  indisposition,  was  strongly  assaulted  by  the  common  enemy  of 
salvation,  suggesting  to  her,  that  she  should  be  delivered  up  to  aim. 
This  soon  brought  her  into  a  very  melancholy  state  of  mind,  which 
continued  for  some  time  increasing ;  and  she  broke  fordi  into  the  most 
dreadM  expressions. — Being  in  one  of  these  fits  (^despair,  one  Sab- 
bath mommg,  when  Mr.  Simpson  was  going  to  preadi ;  he  was  ex- 
ceedingly troubled  at  her  condition,  and  went  to  prayer.  After  he 
had  done,  he  turned  to  tiie  company  presoit,  and  said,  that  Aiey  who 
had  been  witnesses  to  that  sad  hour,  dhoidd  yet  see  a  gradous  work  of 
Crod  on  her,  and  that  the  devil's  malice,  against  that  poor  woman, 
should  have  a  shameM  foiL  Her  distraction,  however,  oontanied  f<nr 
some  days  after.    But  still  persevering  in  his  supplications  in  her 
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bekiJfylie  gvdbafly  hMamemore  <Mmfideiit  ef  Aeir  being  ikfmtrMf 
wtmwendi  till  at  kst,  on  the  Tinsday  moniiig  previous  to  her 
death,  onoonmigfromys  retiTemei^  he  odd  to  the  people  who 
attendl^d  her,  ^'Be  ef  good  oonfort,  for  I  am  Mine,  tiiaft  era  ten 
iHNn  of  the  daf^  that  hrand  shall  be  plucked  out  (^  tin  ire.**  Afler 
this  he  agam  went  to  prayer,  at  his  wiftf  s  bednde ;  she  eentimied  fbr 
some  time  qniet,  bnt,  upon  his  mentioning  JaccA,  wrestling  with 
Ckid,  die  sat  np  in  llie  bed,  drew  the  cortain  aside  and  said,  <^  Thou 
art  this  dsy  a  Jacob,  who  hast  wrestled  and  prevailed :  and  now 
God  hath  made  good  his  word,  whieh  he  spoke  diis  morning  to  yon, 
for  I  am  plncked  ont  of  the  hands  of  Satan,  and  he  shall  have  no 
power  over  me."  This  intermption  made  Um  silent  for  a  little,  bnt 
afterwards  with  great  melting  of  heart,  he  proceeded  in  prayer,  and 
magnified  the  riches  of  grace  towards  him.  From  that  honr  she 
continued  to  ntter  notimig  bnt  the  langnaffe  <^  joy  and  comfort^ 
mtil  her  death,  wluch  was  on  Friday  fbllowii^,  Angost  ISth,  1601. 

Helived  for  several  years  titeir  this  event,  fervent  and  MthMindw 
wmk  of  the  ministry.  In  1606,  when  the  bishops  and  some  oom- 
Buasioaen  convened  in  the  palace  of  FUkiand,  with  the  view  of 
fonmng  an  agreement  respecting  the  disdpUne  and  order  of  the 
Ghnreh,  towanb  the  smnmoniDg  of  a  gei^rsl  assemUiy,  seversl 
mintslws  slso  McomMed  in  the  urk  of  the  town,  and  diose  him  for 
thor  moderator ;  who,  after  they  had  spent  some  time  inpray^,  and 
tasted  some  of  the  comfort  of  their  former  meetings,  agreed  npon 
aoine  artides  for  ooneord  and  peace  to  be  given  in  to  the  biihops. 
This  Bfr;  fiSmpson  and  some  others  did  in  the  name  of  the  rest,  hai 
the  bishops  shifted  them  off  to  the  next  AssemUiy,  and  in  the  mean 
time  todk  dl  possible  precautions  to  strengthen  their  4>wn  pasty. 

In  1610,  the  noUemen  and  bnhqis,  having  come  to  Sthrlmg, 
after  ^ssclving  »the  Assembly,  Mr.  Sinqpson  in  preadiing  before 
then,  openly  <»axg6d  them  with  perpiry  uid  gross  defeetien.  They 
hentated  for  some  thne^  whethiar}  they  should  delate  him  or  eom- 
poond  the  matter :  bnt,  after  deHberafcion,  they  for  the  time  dropt 
the  affur  altogether.  There  is  no  reason  to  donbt  bnt  he  wonld 
hacve  been  sebjected  to  the  same  sufferings  widi  many  otiiers  of  his 
hrethreo,  had  he  fived;  but  before  the  copestone  was  laid  on  Pndaov 
in  Scotland,  he  had  eatered  into  the  joy  of  his^  Lord.  In  Manm 
1616,  wkaA  was  about  five  montiis  before  the  Assembly  at  Pwth,  in 
which  the  five  fianous  artieles  were  agreed  imon,^  towards  the 
esfeshlidbment  of  PrehMsy,  he  said,  that  tbit  monta  should  put  an  end 
to  all  his  trouUes.  He  died  accordingly  about  the  end  of  it, 
blessing  the  Lord,  tiiat  he  had  not  beoi  perverted  by  the  smful 
ooursss  of  the  times :  and  obstfving,  that  as  the  Lord  had  said  to 
Elyah  in  the  wildemei8»  so  in  some  respects,  he  had  dealt  with  him 
aUthedqrsofhislifo. 

He  wrote  a  hiirt»ry  of  the  Omroh,  for  about  ten  eentories,  and 


*  TImw  wen,   I.  Kneding  at    die    eoiiimiuiioD.     2.  PriTatit  eommonlon, 
FrivBit  btptino.     4.  Obsarration  of  bandaiji.    5.  C^firmatioa  of  childrtn. 
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ahbMneotfanr  amtL  lNtots»  httUn  %  Ha^KPf  tf  tk» Caaniib ef 
tlM  Ohivoby  ^MA  «e  menkf  out  ef  prkt.    Upmi  tfonto  wi  <  ~ 
b«aks  bi  kit  libnry,  ho  had  wvilteii  ditoe  reiMriaMa 
«<  iUBMOikci^  O  my  tov!,  ttd  ii0v«r  iwget  tiie  leth  of 
iOei,  what  <«Mribttm  the  Lord<ga»a  thee,  and  hoir  1m 
wh«lhe«pelKeeooI«llgta^eriuuEiri^  <iiriMf  Mr  a^iwirf/riMW 


ANPRBW  MJNOAN. 

About  the  year  1561,  after  M^rffl  was  appolirtedil#die)pi 
a(t  St  Andienri,  he  icmnd  in  Andrew  Dincan,  the  arigeel  of  i 
pgteont  Memoir,  a  keen  oppeaeat  of  what  were,  linn  deemed,  hie 
unwanaulaMe  etiwtmfet  on  lh»  AristoteUen  Phikeo^if.  Paaoan 
at  that  tine  a  Regent  in  St.  Leenud's  OoUeg^   and,  «i 


e6mmon  witii  odier  niambere  of  the  nmterfity,  imaded  the  aevd 
viewB  of  the  prindpal  as  •tJenlated  to  deitrey  «he  4Bredit  a£  his 
teachb^.  Bat  it  wai  net  long  tiU  hb  pwjodlkoi  agafaut  tfrnl  oefe^ 
hiated  man  aohmded,  aad  ftom  winr  an  oppuaeK,  to  heoaaie  one  <of 
his  wanneit  adminn  and  steadiiet  frienik. 

He  was  afterwards  setded  as  nnnkler  of -Cnal,  in  Hfii,  andHhei- 
eame  in  some-maasMmdistniftaishiicI  hy  his  eofiningB  in  ikfoar  df 
the  Presbyterian  poUly.  fa  lfti&  he  attended  Ae  fionoos  AssaiiiUly 
at  Absvdeen,  and  WBBS  oneof  the  six  hfimstera  who,  in  conseqaenae  of 
hafriqgdoae  aa,  weee,  the  year  after,  >tned  and  eonfrietod,.as  gniky  of 
hightreason*  After  baTinip  been hn^nnsiawd  in  BhuikneisOaBtteftr 
fcmteenmondis,  he  was  with  devest  of  hisfarednren,  hanished  la 
S^asee.  From  thenoe,  after  an  eaile  *of  about  -m  years,  he  was 
attowed  to  vstom,  on  mahing  aome  erianianons  and  adbiowiedg- 
asents  to  the  King  and  ConnoiL  He  'did  not,  'howei«E,  fail  wiien 
oocasion  offered^  afteuwards  to  disphy  the  samehoUhMas  wU(ih  had 
ibnaeriy  ahaimsteriaed  him,  in  the  aaose  of  te  €9avdi.  in  1619, 
Jie  was  annunoned  before  Ike  High  Coamnssion  Coort,  at  St.  Ad* 
4rewa,  on  aeoonnt  of  his  fiuUdUlnessin  oniodng  tiie-five  artides  of 
Perdi.  At  Us  -first  compeaianoe  he  decnnad-tlMir  anthonty ;  and 
at  the  seoond,  adhering  to  his  former  dedmatnio,  -die  Jffigh  Oaaa- 
mission  Court  paased  !the  aentcnoe  df  deposition  agamst  hhn ;  and 
ordained  ban  to  enter  hiBAaelf  in  ward  at  Dnndee.  Agamst  this 
s^lenoe,  he  gave  in  a  protestation,  whidi  was  as  fdOowa ;  <<  Now 
seeing  I  hare  done  nothing  of  tins  basineaB,  whereof  I  fasnre  been 
aooosed  by  yon,  but  have  been  serring  Jesns  Christ,  my  Master,  in 
Tebnkiag  vioe,  in  rimplicity  and  righteoasness  of  heart,  I  protest, 
seeing  ye  have  done  me  wrong,  for  a  remedy  at  God's  hand,  the 


•  2eob.  UI.  e. 
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aoii^  t#  be  pmmked  ani  pWdMd  fiur  siuA  pHiufcteooi.  ddOuig^  at 
Mdi  m  tine  at  MAi  sMi  timik  rapeftettt;  and  m  the  ween  time 
4me6m^i}mytmrjfmdgakdut  M^n^ttttfryv  npw  as  befae^  aad appeal  to 
afca  OrdJBaiy  AawiaMy  oft&e  CShMoh,  for  WMgna  W«0e.pc€dMad 


IB  Vfsriiik    Pite  yiDtonMlms  fbr  the  Loedf » take ;  lo«e  net  your  onm 
>,Ibeaeetk  -     -  -  .       _  . 


yetvfbr  fihauVpodtage:  Bememher  Briaaniy 
who  waa oaiaaNiray  hy  thedeeeit  of  the  WBg«s  of  wig^Ueoonesa ; 
fcrgetaethewiiiiaeiaUeJil^was^ivho  kwt  hbnMlf  fdr  a  tciAe  ol 
aaeney,  which  nerer  did  ham  good.  Bettor  be  pined  to  death  by 
hmger»  than  lor  a  little  pittaaee  of  the  OMth,  pcmh  for  ever,  and 
aerer  be  reoewed,  to  long  at  the  days  of  hearett  ihaM  kst>  and  the 
yearn  of  etendty  ehaU  endoxe.  Why  woold  ye  diitreta  yonr  own 
bre^cen,  aeoa  aiid  tenraats  of  the  lioid  Jeaot  ?  llm  is  not  the 
dinag  of  the  thepherds  ef  the  floek  of  Christ :  if  ye  will  net  regard 
yanr  aonla  nor  eensoieDoet^  laok^  i  beeoooh  you  to  year  fme :  why 
wifiye  be  miteorahle  both  in  tbialiiey  and  in  the  life  to  eome»" 

Wbm  the  Uthop  of  St.  Andrewt  had  read  soaoe  iGew  ttnet  of  tint 
adBMHDlit%  he^sast  ift  fiDom  him ;  the  hithc^  of  Dndblaae  took  it  npi 
aad  reading  it,  aad,  he  caBa  ns  Enan^  Balaaaw,  and  Jndates* 
^  Not  tov"  taid  Mr.  Dnacan^  '^lead  again»  beware  that  ye  be 


Mka  Ihtm."    And  in  about  a  montii  aftev,  he  was  deposed  £nr  non 


e  tnat  ve 
deposea  fi 


In  Jnly  1621,  he  presented  a  large  faappiicatkm^  in  name  of  him^ 
mei£,  and  tome  dF  hit  failhlul  brethren,  who  had  been  exaladed  the 
Gcnend  AsBf?mhly»  to  Shr  Geotge  Hay,  Ctttrk  regitter,  on  which 
aceooBt  he  wae  in  a  few  dayt  aftsr,  apfHN^mded  by  the  ci^itain  ef 
tihe  guard,  and  bronf^  before  the  Gonneil,  who  aecnaed  him  of 
hiewing  ward,  after  he  waa  satpeaded  aad  oonfined  to  Dundee,  in 
having  preadied  the  week  heiiBte^  at  OnoL  DwMan  denied  that  he 
bad  }^m  pat  to  the  bom ;  aad  as  far  bresUng  ward,  he  ttid,  That 
fiar  thesdkeof  obedieneehettaidat  Dandee,  teparated  from  a  wife 
and  six  children  £»r  half  a  year,  and  that  the  winter  i^roadiing 
}iad  ftnreed  Um  heme.  In  tiie  cad  he  requested  them  not  to  knpri-* 
aen  Um  en  hb  own  charget ;  bat  the  teatence  had  been  reaolTed  on 
before  he  compeared.  He  was  conFoyed  next  day,  to  Blarimets 
Oae^ ;  andtnaadned  unfil  Oetdbor  thereafter,  when  he  waa  again 
brong^  befote  the  Gonnsil,  and  by  them  was  cenfiaed  to  Kilrennie« 
a  parish  B«|^dKnving  to  hb  own,  upon  his  own  diaiges.* 

Upon  anther  oecasion,  of  the  tame  nature,  thit  warthy  man  wat 
banished  oat  of  the  Idngdmn,  aad  went  to  setde  at  Berwisk ;  bat 
haTing  teveral  children,  aad  hit  wife  tut  gone  in  pr^gaaaey,  thej^ 
iiadtoaed  to  great  hardddps,  bong  ehUged  te  part  with  their 


•  Iliifl  waa  •!««#£  th«  «ud  fgntem  piMtlstd  %y  aethoarHf  la  thMi  tiaiw. 
Paithlid  BfiiJ«tBi%  ibmt  who  woqJd  aet  inwch  imoaib  things  ta  pliSM  the 
court,  were  banished  to  lome  place,  at  a  dUtanoe  from  homfl^  to  live  upon  their 
own  ckargeg,  Tbia  would  have  been  derodng  tfiem  to  starr^tioiiy  had  not  P^^ 
Tidenoe,  In  many  inetaaeei^  made  prorialen  for  then,  by  putting  H  Into  the  heart% 
•finofatnmfSBtosapflytheirwtttttb  W.  M'G. 
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senrvit,  and  hxfbig  tttredy  gtMstanoe  nAdMil  inr 
One  n^  in  partwulary  liie  ciiildrett  mMng  for  bread,  aid  tliera 
being  none  to  give  thmn,  they  cried  very  sore ;  tlieir  mother  likcwiw 
was  modi  depreieed  in  spirit ;  as  finr  Mr.  Dnncan  he  had  reeoone 
s6metime8  to  prayer,  and  in  the  intervals  endeavoured  to  dierish  his 
wife's  hope,  and  please  the  childtai;  andnt  last  got  them  to  bed;b«t 
she  contimied  to  mourn  heavily.  He  eidlorted  her  to  wait  patiently 
upon  God,  who  was  now  trying  them,  bat  woald  nndo«d>tedly  provide 
fyr  diem  ;  and  added  1^  if  &e  Lord  should  rain  down  bieKl  from 
heaven,  they  'shoidd  not  want.  This  confidence  was  die  move 
remarkable,  because  they  had  neither  friend  nor  acqnauiUnce  in 
that  place  to  wham  they  could  make  their  tme  known.  And  yes 
before  morning,  a  man  brought  them  a  saekfbl  of  provisioa,  and 
went  ofi^,  without  telling  them  frt)m  whence  it  came,  thoogfa  entreat- 
ed to  do  so.  When  Mr.  Duncan  opened  the  sack,  he  found  in  it 
a  purse  with  twenty  pounds  Scots,  two  loaves  of  bread,  a  small  bag 
of  flour,  another  of  barley,  and  such  like  provisions ;  and  having 
brought  the  whole  to  hb  wife,  he  said,  ^  See  idut  a  good  Master  I 
serve."  After  this  she  hired  a  servant  again,  but  was  soon  reduced 
to  a  new  extremity  ;  die  paniB  of  child-bearing  came  upon  her  before 
she  could  make  any  provision  for' her  delivery;  but  Providence 
interposed  on  tlieir  beluJf  at  this  time  also.  Wlule  she  travailed  in 
the  night  season,  and  the  good  man  knew  not  where  to  apply  for 
a  midwife,  a  gentlewimian  came  riding  to  tiie  door  early  in  the 
morning,  and  having  sent  her  servant  b^k  witli  the  horse,  witli  orders 
when  to  return,  she  went  in,  asked  the  nudd  how  her  mistreBs  was, 
and  desired  access  to  her,  which  Ab  obtained.  She  first  ordered  a 
good  fire  to  be  made,  then  desired  BIrs.  Duncan  to  rise,  and  without 
any  otlier  assistance  than  the  house  aibrded,  she  delivered  her ;  uid 
afterwards  accommodated  Mrs.  Duncan  and  tlie  child  with  abuiukace 
of  fine  linen,  which  she  had  broi^t  along  with  her.  She  gave  her 
likewise  a  box,  containing  some  necessary  cordials,  and  wre  peces 
of  gold,  bidding  both  husband  and  wife  be  of  good  comfort,  for 
they  should  not  want.  After  wlndi  she  rode  away  on  the  horse, 
which  was  by  this  time  returned  for  her;  but  would  not  tdi  her 
name,  nor  firom  whence  she  came. 

Thus  did  God  take  his  own  servant  xmdear  the  immediate  care  of 
his  providence,  when  men  had  wrongfoDy  exduded  him  frt>m  enjoy- 
ing his  worldly  comforts.  He  oontmned  aealous  and  stedfiMt  in  the 
fiuth,  and  to  the  end  of  his  life,  his  conduct  was  uniform  widi  the 
circumstances  related  in  this  brief  narrative.  Tlie  foUowing  is  a 
literal  copy  of  his  last  will  and  testament. 

I  Andrew  Duncan,  a  sfanfol  wight,  Christ's  unwordiy  minister  m 
his  glorious  goenpel,  being  sickly  and  weak,  worn  out  with  years, 
and  heaviness  of  heart  in  this  pilgrimage;  and  being  now  weary  of 
this  loathsome  prison,  this  body  of  deadi,  because  of  rin;  and  having 
received  sundry  advertisements  and  summonses  from  my  Master  to 
iiit  out  of  this  uncouth  country,  the  region  of  death,  home  to  my 
native  land ;  and  now  sitting  upon  the  prison-door  threshold,  ready 
to  obey,  waiting  till  the  sad  messenger  be  sent  to  convey  me  home 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


JOHN  SCRIMGEOUR.  119 

to  that  glorious  palaee^  even  the  hear^dy  Jenualem,  that  I  may 
«iiCer  iBto  poiaeeaioii  of  my  heriti^,  even  that  glorious  kingdom  in 
eternity,  >  whieh  Oiriat  came  down  from  heaven  to  conquer  for  me, 
and  th^  went  up  to  prepare  and  possess  it  in  my  name,  as  my  attorney, 
util  it  pleased  his  Miyesty  to  tidce  me  thither,  that  I  may  in  my  own 
person  possess  it ;  I  proceed  to  set  down  the  declaration  of  my  latter 
willy  concerning  those  things,  which  God  hath  lent  me  in  this 
worid ;  in  manner  fbUowii^ : — Fvpst,  as  toucMug  myself,  hodr  and 
soul ;  my  soul  I  leave  to  Christ  Jesus,  who  gave  it,  and  when  it  was 
lost,  redeemed  it^  that  he  may  send  his  holy  angels  to  transport  it 
to  Uie  bcMBom  of  Abraham,  there  to  enjoy  all  happiness  and  content- 
ment ;  and  as  fbr  this  frail  body,  I  commend  it  to  the  grave,  there 
to  slo^  aad  rest,  as  in  a  sweet  bed,  until  the  day  of  refreshment, 
when  it  shall  be  re-united  to  the  soul,  and  shaU  be  set  down  at  the 
taUe  with  the  holy  patriarchs,  prophets,  and  apostles ;  yea,  shall  be 
placed  on  the  throne  with  Christ,  and  get  the  crown  of  glory  on  my 
head.  As  ioir  the  children  whom  God  hath  given  me,  (for  which  I 
thank  Him,)  I  leave  them  to  his  providence,  to  be  governed  and 
eaied  for  by  Him,  beseeching  Him  to  be  their  tutor,  curator,  and 
agCBl^  in  all  (heir  adoes,  yea,  and  a  father ;  and  that  he  would  lead 
tliem  by  his  gracioa»  Spirit,  through  tins  evil  world:  that  they 
may  be  profitable  instmments,  both  in  Kirk  and  commonwealth,  to 
set  out  nis  glory;  beseeching  them  on  the  other  part,  (as  they 
woold  have  God's  blessing,  and  mine  in  all  their  afiairs,)  to  set  him 
belm  their  eyes,  and  to  walk  in  his  ways,  living  peaceably  in  his 
fear,  in  aU  hun^ty  and  meekness,  wiUi  all  those  they  have  ado 
with;  hddiDg  thmr  ooorse  to  heaven,  and  comforting  themselves 
with  the  glorious  and  fair  to-look  and  heritage,  which  Christ  hath 
ooBqa««d  for  them,  and  fbr  all  that  love  him.  Under  God,  I  leave 
.  John  Dancan,  my  eldest  son,  to  be  tutor  to  my  youngest  daughter, 
Bestio  Duncan,  ms  youngest  sister,  to  take  a  care  of  her,  and  to 
■ee  tiiat  all  torus  go  right,  touching  h^  person  and  gear.  For 
•xBcutors,  I  leave  my  three  sons,  John,  liVilbam,  and  David,  to  do 
my  tarns  after  me,  and  to  put  in  practice  my  directions ;  requesting 
them  to  be  good  and  comfortable  to  their  sisters,  but  chiefly  to  the 
two  that  are  at  home,  as  they  would  have  God's  blessing  and  mine 
Conoeming  my  temporal  goods,  the  baggage  and  blathrie  of  the 
earth,  as  I  have  gotten  them  in  the  world  from  God's  liberal  hand, 
so  I  leave  them  behind  me  in  the  world ;  giving  most  humble  and 
hearty  thanks  unto  my  heavenly  Father  for  so  long  and  comfortable 
loan  of  the  same.— IM  JprH  1639. 


JOHN  SCRIMGEOUR. 

WuBN  in  the  year  1590,  King  James  sailed  fbr  Denmaric  to  bring 
home  his  (Jueen,  the  person  called  upon  to  attend  him  as  chaplain. 
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/WB»  iokok  Scamgwwr.  He  waf  atlkklwe  MiaJrtW^IQM^ 
in  Fife,  and  was  afterwards  concerned  in^T^sral  iiu^orUiit  ^wim 
the  dniEch.  In  the  iatai  year  of  1618|  whea  .Ae  five  aftielea  «( 
Perth  were  agreed  on,  he  attended  the  Ammki^  hM  at  Ibat  plaa% 
and  ffare  in  some  pBopoflals,  upon  being  along  with  others  of  his 
fiiitlmd  brethren,  exdnded  b j  the  prevailing  partjr  from  hmng  a 
rote. 

In  1620,  be  was,  with  some  odiers,  soBUMoed  before  thi^  High 
Commission  Court,  for  not  preadbing  upon  kolidayi^  ami  n^  i^ 
ministering  the  communion  confi^rm  to  the  i^;reei9eat  a(  Perth; 
with  certification,  if  diis  was  proven,  that  he  should  be  deemed 
from  exercising  the  ftmctioas  of  a  mipister  in  all  jtime  eomiw*  But 
there  being  none  present  on  the  day  af^inted,  exoBpt  die  bishops 
of  St.  Andrews,  Glasgow,  and  the  IbLbs,  they  were  dismissed  aft 
that  time ;  but  were  warned  M;ain  to  compear  on  the  lit  of  Msvdik 
The  bishops  caused  the  derk  to  exact  their  consent  t9  derndTntiiMiv 
in  case  they  did  not  ccmipear  against  that  day.  NeverUieiess,  th^ 
all  protested  with  one  roice,  that  they  w^uld  ntSTfr  willingly  xe^ 
nounce  th^  ministry  ;  and  such  wna  the  resolnti<Ni  ancl  cemrage  of 
Scrimgeour,  lhat»  notwithstanding  all  the  threatenings  of  tfce  biAaiw^ 
iie  celebrated  the  communion  confenn  to  the  anoient  praotica  of  urn 
^Church,  a  few  days  thereafter. 

On  the  day  iq»pointed  for  thw  next  compearance^  the.  bishi^  of 
St  Andrews,  Dimkeld,  Galloway,  the  Isles,  DumUaoe,  Mr.  Herwi^ 
son,  commissary  of  Edinbuigh,  and  J>r.  Blair,  being  assembled  ia 
the  Bishop  of  St.  Andrews'  h^giag  in  Edinbuigh,  Scrimgeour  was 
again  called  upon  to  answer,  and  t£  Bishop  of  St  Andrews  aUeged 
against  him,  fnat  he  hadj^romked  eitW  to  conftNrm  or  quit  his  minis* 
try,  as  the  act  at  his  last  compearance  on  January  S6th  reported,  fie 
relied,  ^'  I  am  sore  straitened,  I  neyer  saw  reason  to  confonn  ( and 
as  for  my  ministry,  it  W|is  i|ot  mine,  and  so  I  conld  net  quk  it;** 
After  long  reasoning  between  him  and  the  bishops  oonesBnii^ 
f^uroh  pouoy  and  the  keqnng  of  holidays,  he  was  ftfnored  for  a 
littie.  BeingcaUedinagain,  the  Bishop  of  St  Andrew*  said  tehinit 
**  You  are  deprived  of  dl  Auction  within  the  Kitk^  and  ordained 
within  six  days  to  enter  in  ward  at  Dundee."  <<  It  is  a  very  sum-^ 
mary  and  peremptory  sentence,"  said  Scrimgeour,  *^  fa  might  have 
been  advised  better,  and  first  have  heard  what  I  would  have  said," 
^  You  shall  be  hevd,"  said  the  Bishop.  This  bronght  on  some 
further  reasoning,  in  the  course  of  which  he  gave  a  most  fMthful 
testimony  against  the  King's  supremacy  over  the  Church,^  and» 


•  T^  WM  Uie  great  itambling  Mock  of  our  flrrt  Plrotagtant  SoTwrdgm.  They 
were  not  eatitfied  with  their  aoYerilfiy  over  the  etate,  bat  they  would  alao  be 
head  of  the  Ghnrch ;  and  they  claimed  more  absolute  authority  in  ecclesiaftioal 
mattef%  than  was  ooooeded  to  them  in  thoee  wliich  were  merely  dvil.  Tho 
Pope  had  been  tor  agea  reo^niaed  as  the  head  of  the  Churdi,  in  what  w«re  called 
Christian  kingdoms ;  and -such  Kings  as  James,  had  ilo  Idea  of  a  Church  without 
an  earthly  head ;  and  then,  who  should  that  head  be, — ^who  could  it  be  but  bim- 
aelf  ?  He  had  the  eanmple  of  Henry  VIll.  of  Eoj^and,  and  «mi  of  his  daughter, 
Elizabeth,  daiming  that  hsadihiiH  snd  baring  it  almost  uaiTsnaSy  cenoeded  by 
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I  Jkav  e  had  <)Hp<HtaiAir  l»  «eMo»  wiA 
Knir  UMilf Ml  tUa  ratfeot,  tad  have  «old  hH  ^^ 
a»f«cwgki9  Mid  oaly  JOimtor  of  his  own  htmm  ;.«iid  Aat  lo  Him  Ui 
Mtfeetj  wm  subjaet.  I  hare  hid  <N)ea0io&  to  tdlotW  men's  malUiy 
t9  ike  Kiag^  and  cobU  Iuktb  tnAj  duoied  lhi»  gnat  pntenKn; 
•"  I  tatt  yoivllr.  JoK*'  aaidlJM  biahM  of  8U  AsdrawS)  '«.  that  tia 
Kinf^kPe^  andflhaUbeaonov;'.  He  repUad,  '' Thai  ia  aa  e^ 
fliyle  TUB  give  him."  And  tiiaii  fftve  in  hia  raaaana  in  wri^  whiih 
tiieyreadAt  Manxe.  AftarwaidB  tha  Biihop  aaid  to  him,  <^TBla 
op  yvnrieaaoiia  again;  if  you  will  not  oaafonn  I  cannot  halp  it ;  ih$ 
Kmg  HMBt  he  obeyed*  the  Lorda  h»Fe  given  aenteaoa^  and  wit 
atand  to  ia*"  *'  Ye  €anm>t  deprtre  me  of  my  mialalry,"  sud  Mn 
SenmgBOv;  **I  received  it  not  from  yoa;  I  received  it  from  ike 
ighaiB  fijwid  of  Fife,  and,  fi>r  any  thing  ye  do,  I  will  never  tiiLdk 
nyaalf  depoaad."  The  Bishop  renfiedt  *<  Yon  are  debrured  only  «f 
thepreaenteaDeraise  ofit."  Then  he  presented  the  l<mowing  pff«rt9> 
taftiant  **  I  protest  before  the  Lord  Jeans,  that  I  get  manifiat 
wreBgt  my  reasona  and  allegaticms  are  not  considered  and  answer- 
ed. I  atteat  yaa  to  answer  at  hia  glorious  aj^ieanuice;  iw  tUa 
and  sash  dealiags,  and  protaat^  that  my  canse  dbonld  have  been  heard 
aa  I  pled»  and  atffl  plead  and  cfaa&enge.  I  likewiae  appeal  to  the 
lioid  Jesoa;  his  etenud  word,  to  the  Khi#,  my  dread fiovermga,  hii 
bw,  to  the  eoaatiCDtion  of  this  Kirk  and  Idngdom,  to  the  Ck>nndh 
and  AaaeaahMea  of  both,  and  protest,  that  I  stand  miidater  of  im 
evnagd,  and  oidy  by  viideBce  I  am  throat  from  the  same."  <<  Ikn 
matk  obey  flie  sentonce,"  said  tiie  Bishbp.  He  answered,  That 
Dudae  wtefkr  off,and  he  was  not  able  for  long  jonmiea,  **  as  phyn- 
aa  fwisncjas."  And  he  added,  ^  LUtle  know  ye  whait  ia  in  uy 
'  **  Tlien  where  will  ye  choose  the  place  of  your  confine* 
'  aaid  the  Bishojp.  He  answered,  ^  At  a  little  room  of  my 
•wn,  caUed  Bowlifl],  m  the  parish  of  Anehiterdarran."  Then  mid 
the  BUtmfy  <«  Write  'at  Bowhill,  dmring  the  King's  pieMure.*'' 
Thna  this  worthy  servrnt  of  Christ  lived  the  rest  of  his  days  at 
Anefateraemn. 

fo  his  dd  age  he  was  grievonsly  affliatod  with  the  stone*  Hs 
said  to  a  godly  minister,  ^rao  went  to  see  him  a  little  before  hit 
deatfi,  **  I  hsve  been  a  mde  stnnkard  all  my  life,  and  now  by  this 
pain  tfae  Lord  is  humbling  me,  to  make  me  aa  a  lamb  before  he 
teke  me  to  himself."  Hcwaa  a  man  somewhat  rude  in  his  dothiagv 
and  likewiae  in  some  of  his  esptessiona  and  b^mviour ;  and  yet  was 
av«ry  lovingtendei>heartedman;of  adeep  natural  judgment ;  and 


Eofliib  Prete8Caiit&  Bat  mch  a  thing  would  not  go  down  in  Scotland,  among 
the  disdpkt  of  John  Knox  and  MelTill.  They  maintainod  the  aole  headiUp  and 
authority  of  Christ  in  hia  Chorch.  For  adheranoe  to  thia  troth,  many  ol  them 
fofEered  the  loetof  all  things,  eren  of  life  itself.  They  werenot  aware,  perkaps^  d 
an  the  extent  and  bearing  of  the  principle ;  and,  thenibre,  some  of  them  may  have 
made  mlftahea  in  the  appllcatlcm  of  it ;  hut  for  their  stedfivt  malntanance  of  the 
prtndple  ItMlf,  we  owe  them  a  debt  of  ererlasting  gratituda. 

W.  M'G. 
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^iTf  lemied,  eepecUiy  in  Hebcew.  He  oftea  wiilied  tkat  mott 
Not  of  books  were  bomt,  except  the  Bible  and  «OBie  ehort  notee 
kerwrn.  He  had  a  peeoliar  talent  for  oomfortii^  ike  dejected,. 
%  nsed  a  very  familiar,  but  preiong  manner  of  preaching.  He 
\t8  also  an  eminent  wrestler  with  God,  and  had  more  than  ordinary 
nccess  In  that  exermse,  as  a^ears  from  the  following  Instanoas* 

While  mimster  of  Kinghoniy  there  was  ^certain  godly  woman^ 
nder  his  dbarge,  who  fell  sick  of  a  very  lingering  disease,  and  wa» 
si  the  while  aasaohed  with  strong  temjitadons,  leading  her  to  think 
that  she  was  a  cast-away,  notwithstanding  that  her  whole  conv^va^ 
tioa  had  pnt  the  reality  of  grace  in  her  beyond  a  doubt.  He  often 
Tiiited  her  while  in  this  de^  exercise^  but  her  trouble  and  terrotrfr 
slUl  remained ;  and  as  her  dissolntion  drew  on,  hor  spiritoal  trouble 
iicreased.  He  went  with  two  of  his  elders,  and  began  first  himself 
t«  coml«Mt  and  pray  with  her ;  bat  she  still  grew  worse.  He  then, 
crdered  his  elders  to  pray,  and  afterwards  again  prayed  himself, 
btt  no  relief  came.  Hien  sitting  pensive  for  a  little  qmce,  he  thuS' 
hnke  silence:  ^'  What  is  this  I  Our  laying  groimds  of  comfort^ 
btfore  her  will  not  do  :  prayer  will  not  do.  We  nrast  try  another 
remedy.  Sure  I  am,  this  is  a  daughter  of  Abraham ;  sure  I  am,  she 
lialli  sent  iar  me ;  and  therefore,  in  the  name  of  God,  the  Father  of 
ftur  Lord  Jesus,  who  sent  him  to  redeem  sinneiv ;  in  the  name  of 
J«8as  Christ,  who  obeyed  the  Father,  and  came  to  save  ns^  and  in< 
tb  name  of  the  Holy  and  Blessed  Spirit,  our  Quidcener  and  Sano* 
tiier — I,  the  elder,  command  thee,  a  daog^bter  of  Abraham,  to  be 
lo«9ed  from  these  bonds."  And  immediately  peace  and  joy  ensued, 
tie  had  several  friends  and  children  taken  away  by  death ;  and 
tht  only  dMOghter  who  at  that  time  survived,  and  whmn  he  dearly 
loiod,  oeing  seized  with  the  king's  evil,  and  reduced  to  the  very 
pobt  of  death,  he  Was  called  i^  to  see  her  die.  Finding  ber  in 
this  condition,  he  went  out  to  the  fidds,  (as  he  himself  told,)  in  the 
night  time,  in  great  grief  and  anxiety,  and  b^gan  to  expostulate 
witk  the  Lord,  in  such  expressions  as,  £or  all  the  world,  he  dnrst 
lot  again  utter.  In  a  fit  of  displeasure,  he  said,  *<  Thou,  O  Lord» 
knowest  that  I  have  been  serving  thee  in  the  uprightness  of  my 
heart,  according  to  my  power  and  measure ;  nor  have  I  stood  in  awe 
to  declare  thy  mind  even  unto  the  greatest  in  the  time,  and  tho» 
seest  that  I  take  pleasure  in  this  child.  O  that  I  could  obtain  snch 
a  thing  at  thy  hand  as  to  spare  her !"  And  being  in  great  agony 
of  spirit,  at  last  it  was  said  to  him  from  the  Lord,  <^  I  have  heard 
thee ,  at  this  time,  but  use  not  the  like  boldness  in  time  coming.". 
When  he  came  home  the  child  was  greatly  recovered,  and,  sitting  up 
in  the  bed,  took  some  meat. 


JOHN  WELCH. 
John  Welch  was  by  birth  a  gentleman^  his  father  being  Laird  of 
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OoDkslOB,  n  ettate  in  Nidttdile,  ntber  competent  liinii  large.  Ho 
WW  iHim  iknrt  the  year  1570,  »ad  tkrongii  life  mm  a  lioh  example 
of  graee  and  meiey.  But  with  Imn  the  night  mmt  before  the  day, 
iat  ke  waa  a  most  hqpdeflB  extrsfagant  Ixiy.  It  was  not  enongh 
fbr  him,  when  a  str^ling,  tnqjaeadj  to  nm  away  £rom  school,  and 
play  the  traant ;  Imt,  after  he  had  past  his  grammar,  and  was  be- 
oome  a  yooth,  he  left  llie  sohool,  and  his  father's  honse,  and  wisnt 
aad  joined  himself  to  tiie  thieres  on  the  l&ngiiah  border,  who  lired 
Vy  robbing  the  two  nations,  and  remamed  amongst  them  till  he  had 
worn  ont  his  efethes.  When  he  eame  to  be  in  rags,  die  prodigal's 
■liaery  Inonght  him  to  tiie  prodigal's  resohition,  so  he  resolyed  to 
retom  to  his  fiither's  house,  bat  durst  not  adventure  till  he  should 
isterpose  a  reoonefler.  In  his  return  homewards  he  took  Dumfries 
in  his  way,  where  he  had  an  aunt,  and  with  her  spent  some  days^ 
eameady  entroaiting  her  to  intercede  with  his  fii&er.  While  he 
remamed  in  her  house,  his  £ither  oame  on  a  visit  to  her,  and  after 
eonrerang  a  idiile»  she  asked  him,  idiether  he  ever  heard  any  word 
ef  Ida  son  John  ?  To  tUs  he  replied,  widi  ffront  grief,  **  O  cruel 
woman,  how  can  you  name  him  to  me  I  The  nrst  news  I  eiq>ect  to 
bear  of  him,  is,  that  he  is  hanged  for  a  thief."  She  answered  him, 
**  Many  a  jMrofligate  boy  has  Moome  a  yirtnous  man,"  attemping  to 
eomfbrt  him.  He  insisted  however  on  his  sad  con^laint ;  but  asked, 
**  Whether  ahe  knew  if  his  lost  son  was  yet  alive  ?"  She  answered, 
**  Yes ;  and  hoped  he  should  prove  a  better  man  than  he  wasa  boy ;" 
and  wilh  that  she  called  upon  him  to  come  to  his  Either.  He  came 
wecfMng,  and  kneeled,  beseeddng  his  finther  for  Ohrist^s  sake,  to 
parckm  his  misoendnct,  and  engaging  deeply  to  be  a  new  man.  His 
fiilher  r^roached  and  threatened  hmi.  Yet  at  length  by  his  tears, 
and  his  aunt's  importunities,  he  was  persuaded  to  a  recondliation. 
The  boy  entreated  his  fiither  to  send  him  to  college,  and  tiliere  to 
try  his  bdiavionr ;  and  if  ever  after  he  should  break  o£P,  he  said,  he 
ahonld  be  content  that  his  father  disclaimed  him  for  ever.  His 
hAer  accordingly  took  him  home,  and  pot  him  to  college,  and 
there  he  became  a  diligent  student,  and  showed  himself  a  sincere 
convert ;  and  so  he  proceeded  to  the  ministry. 

His  first  settlement  was  at  Selkirk,  while  he  was  yet  very  young, 
and  the  country  very  rude.  While  there,  his  ministry  was  rather 
admired  by  some,  than  received  by  many ;  fbr  he  was  always  attended 
with  the  prophet's  shadow,  the  hatred  of  the  widced;  yea,  even  the 
mtnisten  of  that  coimtry,  were  more  ready  to  pidc  a  quarrel  with  his 
person,  than  to  follow  his  doctrine,  as  i^ppears  to  this  day  in  their 
syMH^cal  records,  where  we  find  he  had  many  to  censure  him,  and  few 
todefendhim.  Yet  it  was  though  his  ministry  in  that  place  was  not 
without  firutt)  though  it  continued  but  a  short  time.  Being  un- 
married, he  boarded  himself  in  Ihe  honse  of  one  MitchelhilC  and 
took  a  young  boy  of  his  to  be  his  companion,  who  to  hi^  dying  day 
retained  the  highest  reelect  both  for  Mr.  Welch  and  his  minia^, 
from  fhe  strong  impression  made  upon  him,  tiiough  but  a  child. 
His  custom  was,  when  he  went  to  bed  at  night,  to  lay  a  Scots  plaid 
above  his  beddothes,  that  when  he  sat  up  to  his  night  prayen^  he 
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B^ht  eoTte  hkamU  iJMrewiAi;  &r  front  the  teguMioi^  of  Ing 
auBiiliy  to  his  dealhy  kBlredBttteA  tke  dM^  ill  qront,  i£  kestiqwd  ao^ 
aeren  ore^lit  faiinniiipmyer;  MiAllmtiieboy  didnotfogvleF^ 
to  <dd  ago.  An  old  maa  of  tbs  mne  of  Eirart  ia  Settdrk^  who  bo- 
membei^iua  DiiDiafeiyiii  thaft  pkoe^  said  <'  ho  was  atype  of  CSiitsti' 
an  eoqareaiioit  moro  ngaifioaiit  tlum  propoi^  Isr  hk  mooning  waa^ 
that  he  was  oaethat  im^ated  dviat,  ao  indeed  in  many  doagi  hedid» 
He  also  said  that  his  custom  waa  to  pnaeh  pnblkly  onee  every  day, 
and  to  spend  his  ^wfaole  time  in  spintual  exeidoeo ;  that  soma  m 
that  i^aoe  waited  well  upon  his  ministry,  with  gioat  tendenraas ; 
hot  that  he  was  conalrainod  to  leave  Ihat  pbioe^  hecwaBO  of  the  mali^ 
of  the  wiieked. 

The  spedal  cause  of  his  dspartmro  wasy  the  enmity  of  a  ovteiar 
jaci^me  gontWmaa  of  that  cooBtry,  (Scott  of  Headadiawy  whose 
teiily  is  now  extinct)  who^  eitimr  because  Wdch  had  repttyvod 
him,  or  merely  from  hatredy  treated  lAn  most  TOMfroitMy,  Amoog 
Ao  rest  of  thoinjmies  he  did  him,  oae  winch  strongly  kidioaleB  hfe 
iolmBianity,  was  ms,  either  with  his  own  hand,  or  by  that  of  aomo 
of  his  servants,  ontting  off  the  ramps  of  Mr*  Wdbh'otwo  hoioas,  in 
conaemieaoo  of  wUch  they  boliL  died.  Sudi  hose  nsage  as  Ihia  per^ 
goaded  him  to  listan  to  a  call  to  dw  awiistry  at  Kiffceadbright, 
whi^  was  his  next  atation. 

Whoi  abont  to  leoYO  SoUdriE,  ho  could  not  find  a  man  in  dl  the 
town  to  transport  bio  fnmitore,  except  Ewart,  wiio  was  at  that 
time  a  poor  yonng  man,  hot  master  of  two  hones,  with  wliich  ho 
tranqwrtod  Mr.  Welch's  goods,  and  ao  loft  him.  As  he  took  his 
leave,  Mr.  Weldi  gave  bun  his  blessing,  and  a  piooo  of  gold  for  a 
tokm,  exhorting  hun  to  fear  God,  and  aafing  he  dioold  l^bns  never 
want;  ^pdiich  saying  providence  made  good  tbioogh  die  whole 
course  of  the  man's  life^  as  was  observed  %  all  his  neighbours. 

At  Kiriocudbi^fat  he  did  not  stay  long;  bnt  he  there  reaped  a 
harvest  of  converts  which  subsiBted  long  after  bis  departnre,  and 
beoame  part  of  Mir.  RuSherfoid's  fiock,  while  he  was  minister  of 
Anwoth:  yet  when  his  safl  to  Ayr  came,  the  pestle  of  the  parish 
of  Kirkcudbright  never  offered  to  detain  Um,  and  so  his  Uanapoita* 
tion  thither  was  ika  more  easy. 

Mr.  Wdch  was  transported  to  Ayr  in  1590,  and  there  continned 
till  banished,  with  others  of  his  brethren  from  Scotland,  in  160&. 
In  this  place  he  had  a  very  hard  b^^inning  hot  a  very  sweet  end  ( 
for  when  he  came  first  to  the  town,  the  country  was  so  wicked,  and 
die  hatred  of  godliness  so  great,  dnt  there  oonld  not  one  in  all  the 
town  be  found,  iidio  would  let  him  a  house  to  dwell  in.  He  waa 
therefore  constrained  to  acoommodale  bbnaelf  for  the-time,  die  best 
way  he  could,  in  a  part  of  a  frtaid's  honse^  The  geademan  who 
thus  hospitably  received  him,  waa  John  Stnait,  merchant,  and  somo^ 
dme  provost  of  Ayr,  an  eminent  chfistiaa^  and  great  assistant  of 
Mr.  Welch's. 
^  When  he  first  took  up  his  resideaee  in  that  town,  it  was  so 
divided  into  tactions,  and  bloody  confiicta  so  frequent,  that  a  man 
could  h^urdly  walk  the  streets  with  safety;  he  therefoffo  made  it  his 
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J  to  mMT6»  if  poHiUfi,  took  Vboij  giiin«ttiii|;t. 
lil»iiidwd,aT«ry  dMMh  wDiiE^yetscidi  washk  eaxoMU 
■MB  iB'Hiikii^  haM  flosigUy  tlMk  nMwy  tims  be  would  nuh  veCwixl 
twfigUBiof  Bwaigfating,  •reninaiesMiit  ef  Uoodaad  wtnukdM* 
He  «nd  te  09vtr  Ut  hatd  with  a  Mmel  iHim  ho  went,  m  dus  way, 
to  etpeM'iJB  onweiiM ;  bat  nerer  took  a  fwmxly  that  tim  they  aughl 
■eeheoMM  for  peaee,  ani  not  fiw  war ;  and  lo,  hy  fittfta  aiid  litde, 
he  Teaiend  Ae  ttMm  a  peaBMble  habitakkm. 

IfiiaiaDoer^myaftBrhehadpatanoiid  to  a  drinniih  ammigat 
ae^i^koara,  and  laoonoiled  biMer  eoemifli,  to  eante  oorer  a  tmo 
apeii'  liie  ttseet,  at  whkh  he  broaght  the  enemies  together ;  aad, 
Iwigiiiaiiig  with  fcayer,  he  penoaded  Ihem  to  profen  tiiemaehea 
fioadbyimdaat  and  drink  together;  thenylaat-of  all,  he  ended  the 
work  with  aingii^^  a  pealm.  Asii,  after  1h»  rode  people  began  to 
oheerye  Ub  eaanipiey  and  liaten  to  hie  heaFealy  doctnae,  he  roee  to 
audi  re^eet  amongst  them,  that  he  became  not  ankj  a  aeofoiary 
oaoiaBor,  wkkeat  wkoee  eooasel  Aey  woold  do  nothing,  hot  also 
an  'I  tMmfAf\  to  be  nodtated. 

fie  gsre  hhaaelf  whoQy  to  ministerisl  exercises ;  he  preached 
oaoe  €rrerf  dmf^  V^^  ^  iUM  pait  of  his  time,  and  was  an* 
wiearied  in  Ub  atadies.  As  a  proof  of  this,  it  was  fo«id  among  his 
papeaa,  that  ke  had  abnlged  (Saares'e  M etsphysies,  when  diey  osbm 
firat  to  hk  laaid,  even  wbn  he  was  wA  stikken  in  years.  By  all 
whiA  it  appears,  that  he  was  not  eoly  a  man  of  giaat  dligeaoe, 
bait  also  of  a  strong  and  robnst  constitatioay  -otherwise  ho  had  ne^er 


he  went  to  aeitnon,  he  woidd  send  for  his 
sUeaa,  and  tel  them  he  was  aftaid  to  go  to  ihe  pnlpit ;  kecanse  bo 
loiBid  himitif  aoie  deseitod ;  and  haf^  derired  one  or  BM>re  of 
tkeaa  to  pcay,  he  wieaM  tiien  Teatore  to  m&  pidpit.  Bat  it  was  ob- 
aerred,  tUb  homUing  exercise  need  ordinanly  to  be  followed  with 
«a  eaiiaordiaary  assistance:  so  near  neigkbours  are  often  snch 
4XHitrary  dispositions  and  frames.  He  woidd  many  times  retire  to 
the  efandi,  widsh  was  at  some  litde  distaaoe  from  the  town,  and 
there  spend  the  idiole  night  in  prayer;  for  he  ased  to  allow  Ids 
aileotbns  fall  expression,  md  prayed  not  only  with  an  andible,  but 
sometimes  a  loud  voice. 

lliere  was  in  Ayr,  when  he  came  to  it,  an  aged  minister  called 
Porterfield  who  was  judged  no  bad  man  for  his  personal  dispositions, 
-bat  so  easy  m  hk  eondMt  that  he  ased  many  times  to  join  with 
his  aogUboan  in  onany  improper  practices ;  amongst  others,  he  nsed 
to  go  to  the  bow'^botts  and  ardiery  on  ^e  ftaftHbaih  afternoon,  to 
Mr.  Wekh's  great  dissatisfiM^on.  But  the  way  he  nsed  to  reclaim 
Jiim  was  not  by  serere  bnt  gentle  policy.  Together  with  John 
8taart,  aad  Hi^  Kennedy,  hb  two  intimate  friends,  he  nsed  to 
«pend  the  fiabbalh  afternoon  in  r^igioas  conference  aad  prayer; 
To  this  exerdse  they  invited  Mr.  Porterfield,  aad  as  he  conld  not 
refase  to  attend,  he  was  by  this  means  not  only  diverted  from  his 
jinfol  practice^  hat  likewise  brought  to  ^  mose  watchful  and  edifying 
behanrionr  dnriog  the  oanme  of  his  Mfe. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


198  SCOTS  'WORHIES. 

It  alio  happened  dimag  hia  residence  at  Ayr;  tiMit  at  a  gentk*' 
man's  hoose  about  eigiit  nnlefl  distant,  tiie  iiord'«  day  waa  gnaify 
profaned,  by  reason  of  a  great  eonflnence  of  pe(^le  pkymg*  at  ilM 
fbot-bally  and  other  pastimes.  After  writing  serend  times  to  Idm, 
to  suppress  this  profimation,  without  efEect,  Mr.  Wefeh  cime  one 
day  to  his  gate,  called  him  oitf  afeid  said,  that  he  had  tUs  message 
from  God  to  him,  dwt  becanse  he  had  slii^ifted  the  advice  abeady 
given  him,  therefore  the  Lord  would  cast  Imn  out  of  hia  house,  and 
none  of  Ids  posterity  should  enjoy  it.  This  aooordii^y  came  to 
pass ;  for  although  he  was  in  good  external  ciroomstanoes  at  the 
time,  yet  henceforth  every  thing  went  against  him,  till  he  waa 
obliged  at  last  to  sell  his  estate;  and  in  giving  the  pnrdiaaer  pos- 
session thereof,  he  dedared  to  his  wife  and  diildren  that  he  had 
found  Mr.  Weldi  a  true  prophet.^ 

He  married  Elisabeth  Knox,'  dangfater  of  John  Knox  the  refor* 
mer,  and  by  her  had  three  sons.f 

As  the  anty  whoein  Mr.  Welch  abounded  and  excdied  most  waa 
in  prayer,  so  his  greatest  attainments  arose  from  that  duty.  He 
used  to  wonder  how  a  Christian  could  lie  in  bed  all  n%ht,  and  not 
rise  to  pray;  and  many  times  he  rose  from  his  sleep,  and  watched. 
One  night  he  rose  and  having  gone  into  the  next  room,  he  staid  eo 
long  at  secret  prayer,  that  his  iiHfe  foaring  he  might  eatoh  odU^  waa 
constrained  to  rise  and  follow  hia:!,  and,  as  i^  hearkened,  riie 
heard  him  gpe&k  in  broken  sentences,  <<  Lord  wih  thou  not  grant 
me  Scodand ;"  and,  af^  a  pause,  **  Enough,  Lord,  enough ;"  and 
so  she  returned  to  bed,  and  he  following,  she  adced  htm.  What  he 
meant  by  saying,  *'  Enough,  Lord,  enoi^  V  He  shewed  himsdif 
dissatisfied  with  her  curiosity :  but  told  her  he  had  been  wrestling 
with  the  Lord  lor  Scotland,  and  fbnnd  there  was  a  sad  time  at  hand; 
but  that  the  hard  would  be  gracious  to  a  remnant  Hiis  was  about 
the  time  when  the  bishops  fint  overspread  the  land,  and  eoimpted 
the  Chun^.  But  though  Mb*.  Weldi  had,  upon  account  of  hia 
hoUaess,  abilities,  and  success,  acquired  a  very  great  respect,  yet  waa 
he  never  in  sudi  admiration  as  after  the  great  pkgne  ^thich  raged  in 
Scotland  in  his  time. 


•  Sm  Mr.  Welflh'a  dlipaUtioii  with  GUbert  Brown  t|if  FapUt,  in  the  Preface. 

t  The  fint  was  Dr.  Welch,  a  doctor  of  Medicine,  who  was  unhappUy  killed,  hf 
an  innocent  mistake  in  the  Low  Countries. 

Another  son  he  lost  at  sea,  nnder  rtrj  baneofalde  dronrastanoes.  WfaMi  the 
ahlp  in  which  he  wa%  sank,  he  swam  to  a  rock  in  the  sea,  but  starred  tiiere  for 
want  of  food,  and  wlien  sometime  after  his  body  was  reoorered,  he  waa  fonnd  in 
a  praying  posture,  upon  his  bended  knees,  with  liis  liandii  stretched  out,  wlilch  waa 
all  the  satis&ction  his  friends  and  the  world  had  upon  his  lamentable  death. 

Another  named  Joalas,  was  heir  to  his  fatlwr*s  i^mces  and  blessings,  and  waa 
■Unister  at  Temple-petriek,  in  the  north  of  Ireland.  He  was  one  of  tfiat  btoased 
■o«i«ty  of  ministers,  which  wnm^t  the  estraordhiary  woffc  in  the  neUfa  of  Ice- 
land, about  the  year  1636,  bnt  was  Umadf  a  man  mostsadlyezeiviaed  with  doubts, 
and  would  often  say»  Ihat  minister  was  much  to  be  pitied,  who  was  called  to 
comfort  weak  saints,  and  had  no  comfort  himself.  He  died  in  his  youth,  and  left 
as  his  snoosssor,  Mr  John  Welcfat  who»  as  minister  of  Irongray  in  Galloway,  waa 
•fterwards  to  distingaished,  during  the  penetatlBii  on  aceonnt  of  Epieeflyary. 
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And  Olid  «aiiAe  wte  tkk;  tfce  magiBtrtles  <tf  Ayr,  formimch  a 
4he  town  ak»ie  was  free,  and  the  eoimtry  aboat  atfected,  liioiigkt  fi 
to  guard  the  porta  with  sentiiieb  and  watchmen.  One  day^  twi 
travelliag  merchants,  each  with  a  pack  of  doth  iqNm  a  hone,  came 
-dmring  entrantfe,  that  they  might  sell  their  goods,  and  produdng  t 
4MIS8  from  the  magistrates  of  the  town  from  whence  they  came,  whud 
at  that  time  was  sonnd  andfree.  Notwithstaadbig  all  this,  the  sentl: 
nels  stopt  them  till  the  magistrates  were  caUed;  and  when  they 
came,  they  woidd  do  nothing  without  their  minister's  adrice.  Ae* 
4:ordiiigly  Mr.  Welch  was  called,  and  his  ojnnion  asked.  He  d» 
mmred,  and  taking  off  his  hat,  he  stood  with  his  eyes  towards 
heaven  for  a  little  while^  and  though  uttering  no  andiULe  words, 
continued  in  a  praying  posture.  He  then  told  the  magistrates  they 
would  do  well  to  disi^arge  Ihe  travellers,  affirming  with  strong 
aaseveration,  that  the  jdague  was  in  their  packs.  Of  course  the 
magistrates  commanded  them  to  be  gone,  and  they  went  to  Cmn- 
aodE,  a-towa  about  twenty  miles  distant,  and  there  sold  their  goods ; 
whidli  kindled  such  an  infection  in  that  place,  that  the  living  were 
liardly  aUe  to  bury  their  dead.  This  made  the  people  bi^pn  to 
thiiik  of  him  as  an  oracle.  But  whilst  he  walked  thus  with  God, 
jwd  k^t  close  to  him,  he  did  not  forget  his  fellow-men,  for  he  nsed 
freqnnitly  to  dine  abroad  with  such  of  his  friends,  as  he  thought 
were  persons  with  whom  he  might  maintain  the  communion  of 
saints :  and  once  in  the  year,  he  used  to  invite  his  familiar  acqnain- 
tanoes  in  the  town  to  a  treat  in  his  heuse^  where  there  was  a  baa* 
gnet  -of  holiness  and  sobriety. 

He  continued  the  course  of  his  mimstry  in  Ayr,  till  King  James* 
nnrpose  of  destroying  the  church  of  Scotland,  by  establishing 
Dis^ops,  was  xipe  for  execution  and  then  it  became  his  duty  to  edify 
the  cfaurch  by  his  sufferings,  as  already  ho  had  done  by  his  doc- 
trine. 

The  reason  why  King  James  was  so  violoit  for  bishops,  was 
neither  their  divine  institution,  which  he  denied,  nor  yet  the  profit 
the  churdi  should  rei^i  by  them,  for  he  knew  well  both  the  men 
and  their  manners,  but  merdy  because  he  believed  they  would  be 
naefiil  instruments  to  turn  a  limited  monarchy  into  absolute  domi- 
nion, and  subjects  into  slaves,  the  design  in  the  world  he  most  mind- 
ed. Always  in  the  pursuit  of  this  design,  he  in  the  first  pl&ce,  resolved 
to  destroy  Genend  Assemblies,  knowing  well  that  so  long  as  As- 
semblies might  convene  in  freedom,  bishops  could  never  get  autho- 
rity in  Scotland;  and  the  dissolution  of  Assemblies  he  brought 
about  in  this  manner. 

The  General  Assembly  at  Holyroodhouse,  in  1602,  with  the 
King's  consent,  appointed  a  meeting  to  be  held  at  Aberdeen,  the 
last  Tuesday  of  July  1604 :  but  before  that  day  came,  the  King,  by 
his  commissioner  the  Laird  of  Lanrieston,  and  Patrick  Galloway, 
Moderator  of  the  last  General  AssemUy,  in  a  letter  directed  to  the 
several  presbyteries,  prorogued  the  meeting  till  the  first  Tuesday  of 
July  1605,  and  again,  in  June  1605,  the  expected  meeting  was  by  a 
new  letter  from  we  Kug's  Commissioner,  and  the  commissioners  of 
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tiie  Qmad  MmMf,  timAuMy  iSmtkmgei  and  pohOiited,' Vot 
witlioi^  mattAog  may  -darf  w  f^Me,  for  any  other  AsMnUj.  Thik 
iJie  series  of  our  AssotWies  expfa«d,  never  to  be  revived  agam'ih 
doe  form,  tM,  the  eove&aiit  was  reneired  in  1688.  However,  a 
namber  of  the  godly  nmusters  of  Sootlaad,  knowing  well,  if  onoe 
1^  hedge  of  the  government  was  broken  down,  corraptioM  of  doo 
trine  would  soon  Mkw,  resolved  not  to  qoit  thm  Assendblies  sOi 
They  therefore  convened  at  Aberdeen,  upon  ike  irst  Tuesday  of 
Jdhr  1605^  being  the  last  day  that  was  distinctly  appointed  by 
nathority;  and  when  they  had  met,  did  no  more  bat  eonstiCute 
themaelves,  anddissolve*  Of  tins  number  was  Mr.  Weld,  who^ 
though  he  had  not  been  present  imon  the  precise  day,  yet  because  he 
same  to  the  pkoe,  and  i^prevod  what  bis  brethren  had  done^  was 
aoeosed  as  gaUty  of  the  treasonable  foct  committed  by  them. 

Within  a  mondi  dftest  the  meeting,  many  of  &e'  go^  men 
were  incaroerated,  sotao  in  one  prison,  some  in  snotiber.  Mr. 
Welch  was  aeni  first  to  Edinburgh  tolbooth,  and  then  to  fifac^ 
nesB :  and  so  fix>m  prison  to  prison,  till  he  was  banished  to  ¥Vanee^ 
never  to  see  Scotland  again.  And  now  die  scene  of  his  lifo  begms 
to  aher ;  but,  Mere  his  sufferings,  he  had  the  following  warning. 

After  the  meeting  at  Aberdeen,  he  retired  inniediajtely  to  Ayr ; 
and  one  night  having  risen  from  bed  and  gone  into  Us  garden,  aa 
his  coatoa  was,  he  staid  soBMwhat  longer  than  Or^inivy.  Thia 
in  some  degree  alarmed  his  wife,  who,  when  he  returned,  eitpeetu- 
bled  with  him  very  hard  for  staying  so  long  to  wrong  hbf  heaM  t 
but  he  bid  her  be  quiet,  saying,  all  should  be  well  witii  theUL 
He  well  knew  however,  he  riievM  never  {weaeh  more  at  Ay^ ;  and 
aeoradingly,  before  the  next  Sabbatl^  he  was  carried  ntiseBer  t4 
Bkdcoess  castie.  After  this,  he,  witii  many  others  who  hadmet  si 
Aberdeen,  were  brought  before  the  Council  at  Edbburgh,  M 
answer  for  their  rebellion  and  contempt,  in  holding  a  General  As^ 
sembly  not  aiitiiorized  by  the  IGng.  And  beaiuse  they  declined 
the  Privy  Counril  as  competent  ju^^es  in  osnses  purdy  spnitaa]; 
soeh  as  the  nature  and  constitution  of  a  General  AssamMy,  they 
were  remitted  to  prison  at  l^ackness,  and  other  pbioes.  Th«re» 
after,  six  of  tiie  most  considerable,^  were  brought  over  mght  to 


*  It  it  related  of  these  pious  and  deroted  men,  that  in  travplUng  from  BlacV- 
ness  to  LhiUthgow  early  in  a  winter  morning,  long  before  sun-rise,  wiA  the  riew  ai 
ippearing  beAre  an  iakpiitoOB  trihoM],  thwf  esmfivted  their  heai1%  while  they  ex- 
pressed  their  oonfldence  in  God,  hy  chanting  the  mietrical  Tersion  of  the  llth 
Fwtbxu  As  to  tiiebtrhl,  it  <<  was  conductfd  in  the  most  illegal  and  ui^nst  manlier. 
The  King*s  advocate  told  the  Jury,  that  the  only  thiog  which  came  under  their 
cognisance,  was  the  fiu^of  the  declinature^  the  judges  having  already  found  that  It 
was  treasonaUe ;  and  thnatened  them  with  an  akxzk  op  xrkor  if  they  d!d  not 
/rooeed  as  bo  diveetad  ihmu  After  tha  Jury  were  empanneUod,  the  JastSca 
Ckrfc  went  in,  and  tfarsnteBed  them  with  his  Miyesly's  4ii|^«iwu«  if  ^Jf  ac^ 
quitted  the  prisonen.  The  gnater  part  af  the  Jurors  being  still  reluctant,  tha 
Chancellor  went  out  and  consulted  with  the  other  Judges,  who  promised,  that  ne 
punishment  would  be  inflieted  on  the  prisoners,  proTtded  the  Jury  brought  in  a 
terdlet  agrseabls  to  Hm  court.     By  such  Asgracdful  method^  tiiey  wera  induced 
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linMthgoWf  before  the  criminal  judges,  to  answer  to  an  aocnsation  of 
high  treason,  at  the  instance  of  the  King's  advocate,  for  dediningi 
as  he  alleged,  the  King  s  lawiiil  aothority,  in  refosing  to  admit  the 
Council  as  judges  competent  in  the  cause ;  and,  after  their  accusa* 
tion  and  answer  was  read,  they  were  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  oon* 
4emned  as  guilty,  the  punishment  being  deferred  till  Uie  King's 
pleasure  should  be  known,  which,  sometime  afiter  ¥ras  dedared  to  be 
banishment.* 

WhUe  he  was  in  Blackness,  W^dch  wrote  his  f^Eunous  letter  to  lilias 
Graham,  Countess  of  Wigton ;  in  which  he  eiqpresses,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  his  consolation  in  suffering ;  his  desire  to  be  dissolved,  and 
be  with  the  Lord ;  the  judgments  he  foresaw  coiiung  upon  Scodand; 
the  true  cause  of  the  sn^erings,  and  the  true  state  of  die  testimoiiyi 
which  he  and  those  along  wiQi  him  exhibited : — 

<<  Who  am  I,  that  he  should  first  have  called  me^  and  then  ooa* 
stitated  me  a  minister  of  the  glad  tidings  of  the  gospe|  of  salvation 
these  yean  past^  and  now,  last  of  all,  to  be  a  sufferer  for  his  cause 
and  kingdom  I   Now  let  it  be  so  that  I  have  fought  my  fight,  and 


jift  mldnlf bt  to  find  liy  a  mijorifcy  of  three,  that  the  prieonen  were  guHtf ,  upon 
^pMdk'thej  Were  oondcnuied  to  euffer  the  death  of  traiton.'*  See  M'Crie's  Life 
9i  Kttoz.  Vei.  IL  pp.  270^1. 

*  It  may  porfaapt  be  regarded  aa  a  matter  of  eui^iee,  that  the  tenedeM  and 
Inlolemit  despot  who  had  instituted  such  unwarrantable  prooeedlnge,  and  procur- 
ed meh  a  condemnatory  rerdict  against  them,  should  have  been  satisfied  with 
awardSns  a  sentence  short  of  death.  And  certainly  H  is  difficult  to  suppose,  that 
In  such  a  decision  as  is  here  recorded,  he  was  actuated  by  any  motive  but  what 
flw  nmt  matvw  and  ssUSsh  Tiawa  of  policy,  may  be  expected  to  suggest.  The 
tniA  aseoM  thet«fi»e  to  have  been,  that  with  all  bis  short-sishtednesB,  eren  as  to 
his  own  true  interests,  and  with  all  the  fury  of  pasdon,  and  ungovernable 
self-will,  by  which  he  was  diaracterised,  James  was  suffidently  aware  of  the 
strong  and  decided  partiality,  which  the  nation  evinced  In  favour  of  the  sufferers, 
to  be  deterrsi,  by  a  dread  of  the  oonsequoicss,  fnm  cairying  his  proceedings 
agalBfll  tlwH^  to  a  &tal  Issua.  Instead,  tiierefove,  of  the  punishment  of  death, 
whkli  the  law  awards  to  traitors,  he  contented  himself  by  dooming  them  to 
banishmwit  in  France,  and  after  about  fourteen  months  imprisonment,  this  sen- 
tence vraa  carried  into  rigorous  ezecuticn.  That  even  this  modified  sentence, 
however,  was  unJustifiaUe  to  the  very  last  degree,  is  apparent  not  only  from  every 
candid  and  onhiassed  view  of  the  case,  but  from  the  deep  and  universsl  sympathy 
which  It  draw  ferth,  on  the  part  of  the  public*  Nothhig  «ould  be  more  stribing 
and  iaqiressive  than  the  exhibition  of  this  feeUng,  on  the  occasion  of  their  depart 
ture,  from  their  native  land.  The  scene  which  was  then  presented,  on  the  shore 
of  Leith,  must  have  been  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  aifecting  that  can 
wdl  be  conceived.  At  two  oTdodt,  In  a  morning  of  November,  they  were  con- 
ducted to  the  beadi  in  order  to  embark.  Tho^  a  vast  unltltttde  had  already. 
assembled,  to  Ud  them  a  kMt  adieu.  At  sneh  a  BMnaent,  and  by  such  mm,  it  was 
Impossihle  that  the  ecmsolations  and  supports  of  religion  should  be  forgott49ai  or 
ov^ooked.  Mr.  Welch  offered  up  a  most  pathaic  prayer.  The  company  then 
Joined  In  singing  the  23d  Psalm,  after  which  the  exiled  families  tore  theinselreii 
4wav,  followed  by  the  prayers  and  tears  of  hundreds  of  fi^ee^ng  friends. 
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nm  my  race,  lienceforth  there  is  laid  np  for  me  a  crown  of  righ- 
teousness; which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  God,  will  give,  not  to 
me  only,  but  to  all  that  love  Ids  appearing,  and  choose  to  witness 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  King  of  saints  ;  and  that  his  Chnrdi  is  a 
free  kingdom,  yea  as  free  as  any  kingdom  under  heaven,  not  only 
to  convocate,  hold,  and  keep  her  meetings,  conventions  and  assem- 
blies ;  but  also  to  judge  all  her  i^Fairs,  in  all  her  meetings  and  con- 
ventions, amongst  her  members  and  subjects.  These  two  points, 
I.  That  Christ  is  the  head  of  the  Church,  2.  That  she  is  free  in  her 
govenment  firom  all  other  jurisdiction  except  His:  These  two 
points,  I  say,  are  the  special  cause  of  our  imprisonment ;  being  now 
convicted  as  traitors  for  nuuntaining  them.  We  have  been  evt^r 
vnMng  widi  joyfidness  to  give  the  last  testimony  of  our  blood  in 
confirmation  thereof,  if  it  should  please  omr  God  to  be  so  fiMronrable, 
m  to  honour  us  with  that  dignity ;  yea»  I  do  affirm,  that  these  two 
points  above  written,  and  aU  otfa^r  things  wfaidi  belong  to  CklMn 
orown,  sceptre,  and  kingdom,  are  not  snJbjeot  nor  cannot  be,  to  any 
other  anthorily,  bnt  His.  Sa  that  I  would  be  most  f^ad  to  be  o^ 
fered'up  as  a  sacrifice  for  so  glorious  a  truth :  It  would  be  to  me 
the  most  glorious  day,  and  the  gladdest  hour  I  ever  saw  in  this  life ; 
but  I  am  m  His  hand,  to  do  with  me  whatsoever  shall  please  Him. 

<Vl  am  also  bound  and  sworn,  by  a  special  covenant^  to  maintain 
the  doctrine  and  discipline  thereof  according  to  my  vocation  and 

Kwer,  all  the  days  of  my  life,  under  all  the  pains  contained  in  the 
ok  of  Ood,  a^^  danger  of  body  and  sool,  m  tiw  day  of  Ood's 
fearfbl  judgment;  and  therefore,  though  I  should  pensh  in  the 
cause,  yet  will  I  speak  for  it,  and  to  my  power  defend  it,  according 
to  my  vocation.*' 

He  wrote  about  the  same  time  to  Sir  William  Ltvingstone  of 
Kilsyth.  There  are  some  prophetical  expreniom  in  his  letter  which 
merit  notice. 

'<  As  for  that  instrument,  Spottiswood,  we  lure  sure  the  Lord  will 
never  Uess  that  man,  but  a  malediction  lies  upon  him,  and  shall 
accompany  all  his  doings ;  and  it  may  be.  Sir,  yonr  eyea  -i^aH  see  aa 
great  conrasion  covering  him,  ere  he  go  to  his  grave,  as  ever  did  his  ^ 
predecessors.  Nowj  surely,  Sir,  I  am  far  from  bitterness,  but  here 
I  denounce  the  wrath  of  an  everiasting  God  against  him,  whidi 
assuredly  shall  fall,  except  it  be  prev«iited.  Sir,  Dagon  ahaU  not 
stand  before  the  aric  of  the  Lord ;  and  these  names  of  blasphemy 
that  he  wears,  of  Arch  and  Lord  Bish<^,  wiH  haveafearfbl  end. 
Not  one  beck  is  to  be  given  to  Haman,  and  suppose  he  were  ad 
great  a  courtier  as  ever  /te  was,  suppose  the  decree  was  given  out, 
and  sealed  with  the  King^i  ring,  deliveraace  will  come  to  iffi  else* 
where  and  not  by  him,  who  has  been  so  sore  an  instrument,  not 
against  our  persons,  that  were  nothing,  (for  I  protest  to  yon,  Sir,  in 
the  sight  of  God,  I  forgive  him  all  the  evil  he  has  done,  or  can  do, 
to  me,)  but  unto  Chrnt's  poor  Kirk,  in  trampling  under  foot  so' 
glorious  a  kingdom,  as  was  once  in  this  land.  .  He  has  helped  to 
cnt  Sampson's  hair,  and  to  expose  him  to  mocking ;  but  the  Lord 
will  not  be  mocked.    He  shall  be  cast  away  as  a  stoile  ont  of  » 
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sting ;  his  name  sliaU  rot ;  anda  malediction  Bhall  ML  upon  his  pos- 
terity after  he  ii  gene.  Let  this,  Sir,  be  a  monument,  that  it  was 
told  before,  that  when  it  shall  come  to  pass,  it  may  be  seen  there 
was  warning  given  him.  And  tlierefore,  Sir,  seeing  I  have  not 
access  myself,  if  it  would  please  God  to  move  you,  I  wish  you 
would  deliver  this  hand^message  to  him,  not  as  from  me,  but  from 
the  Lord'' 

Spotdswood,  ef  wlumi  he  complains,  was  at  the  time  Archbishop 
of  Glasgow ;  and  these  sayings  were  punctually  aocon^lished,  though 
after  the  period  of  f(Mty  years :  For,  first,  the  Bishop,  himself  died 
in  a  stnmge  laad^  and,  as  many  say,  in  mis^y ;  next  his  son  Robert 
fijpettiswood,  aometbne  president  c^  the  Sewion,  was  beheaded  by 
the  PteUameiit  of  Seodasd,  at  tiie  market  cross  ci  St.  Andrews,  in 
the  winter  after  the  battle  of  Philiphoagh,  and  on  coming  to  the 
■eaffioild,  Blair  the  minister  of  the  town  observed  to  him ;  raat  now 
Mr.  Weldi's  pr^heey  was  fulfilled ;  to  which  he  replied  in  anger, 
liiat  Volh  Mr.  Weldi  and  he  were  false  prophets. 

But  thore  are  other  remarkable  passages  in  his  behaviour,  before 
leaving  Scotland,  vddch  deserve  to  be  remembered.  And,  first, 
wh^  the  dk^mte  about  Churdi  government  began  to  grow  warm,  as 
lie  was  walking  upon  the  streets  of  Edinburgh,  betwixt  two  honest 
dftisens,  he  told  Ihem,  They  had  in  their  town  two  greiEit  ministers, 
who  were  no  great  friends  to  Christ's  cause  at  present  in  oontro* 
versy,  but  it  diouM  be  seen,  tiie  worid  should  never  hear  of  their 
repentance.  The  two  men  were  Patrick  Galloway  and  John  HaU ; 
who  both  died  in  solitude  without  there  being  an  individual  to 
witness  or  to  soothe  their  parting  moments. 

He  was  some  time  prisoner  in  Edinburgh  castle  before  he  went 
into  exile;  where,  one  night  sitting  at  supper  with  Lord  Ochiltree, 
who*  was  uncle  to  his  wife,  he,  as  his  manner  was,  entertained  the 
company  widi  godly  and  edifying  diuonrse.  This  was  wdU  received 
by  all  except  a  debauched  young  gendeman,  who  sometimes  limghed, 
and  sometimes  mocked  and  made  wry  fiices;  upon  which,  Mr. 
Welch,  of  a  sudd^i,  broke  out  into  an  abrupt'  charge  upon  the 
company  to  be  ulent,  and  observe  the  work  ^  the  Lord  upon  that 
proftuae  mocker,  who,  wonderfrd  to  t^  immediatelY  sunk  down  and 
died  beneath  the  table,  to  the  great  astonishndlint  <tf  all  present. 

Another  wonderful  story  they  teU  of  him  at  the  same  time  :— 
Lord  Ochiltree,  the  captain  of  the  castle,  in  consequence  of  his 
relationship,  was  generally  very  civil  to  Mr.  Welch ;  Imt  being  for  a 
long  time,  through  the  multitude  of  afiaars,  kept  from  visiting  him 
in  Us  chambeiv  he,  as  he  was  one  day  walking  in  t&e  court,  having 
observed  him  at  his  window,  asked  him  kindly,  how  he  did,  and  if 
in  ai^  Aing  he  could  serve  him?- Mr.  Welch  answered,  that  he 
would  eameHly  oitreat  his  L<n^hip,  being  at  that  time  to  go  to 
Court,  to  petition  King  James  in  hk  name,  that  he  might  have 
liberty  to  preach  the  gospd ;  which  my  Lord  promised  to  do.  H^ 
diea  said,  **  My  Lord,  both  because  you  are  my  kinsman,  and  for 
other  reasons,  I  woiild  earnestly  entreat  and  obtest  you  not  to  pro- 
mise, except  you  fiuthfuDy  perform."     His  Lordship  answered,  he 
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would  fhhhfiilly  perform  his  promiie;  and  so  west  to  London* 
But  though,  at  his  first  arriysd,  he  really  purposed  to  present  the 
petition,  he  found  the  king  in  sudi  a  rage  against  the  condemned 
ministers,  that  he  diu^t  not  present  it  at  that  time,  so  he  thought  fit 
to  delay,  and  thereafter  entirely  forgot  it. 

The  first  time  Mr.  Welch  saw  hun  after  his  return,  he  asked  kim 
what  he  had  done  with  his  petition.  His  Lordship  answered,  he 
had  presented  it  to  the  King,  but  that  the  King  was  in  so  great  a 
rage  agiunst  the  ministers  at  that  time,  ke  belieyed  it  had  been  for- 
gotten, for  he  got  no  answer.  Nay,  said  Mr.  Welch  to  him,  my 
Lord,  yon  should  not  lie  to  Grod,  and  to  me,  for  I  know  you  neyer 
ddiyered  it,  though  I  warned  you  to  take  heed  not  to  undertake  tha 
afi^ir  except  you  would  perform  it ;  but  because  you  have  dealt  so 
unfaithfully,  remember  God  shall  take  firom  you  both  estate  and 
honours,  and  give  them  to  your  neigUbonr  in  yonr  own  time ;  which 
accordingly  came  to  pass,  for  botii  Ms  estate  and  honours  ware  in 
his  own  time  translated  to  James  Stuart,  who  was  indeed  a  4adet^ 
bnt  not  the  lineal  heir  of  the  finmily. 

It  is  also  related  that,  while  he  was  detained  prisoner  in  the  oasUe, 
his  wife,  who  used  for  the  most  part  to  stay  in  his  company,  upon 
a  time  fell  into  a  lon^ng  to  see  her  family  at  Ayr,  to  which  with 
some  difficulty  he  yi^d^ :  and  that  when  ^e  was  about  to  take  her 
journey,  he  strictly  charged  her  not  to  go  the  ordinary  way  to  the 
bouse,  'when  she  came  to  Ayr,  nor  to  pass  by  the  bridge  tiirouffh 
the  town,  but  to  pass  the  river  above  the  bridge,  and  so  get  to  the 
kouse^  without  ooming  into  the  town ;  for,  said  he,  "  before  you 
arrive,  you  shall  find  the  plague  broken  out  in  Ayr ;"  which  ao* 
Gordingly  was  the  case. 

The  plague  was  at  that  tiine  very  terrible,  and  it  was  to  him  the 
more  grievous,  that  he  was  necessarily  sq^arate  from  his  pec^e. 
When  the  people  of  Ayr  come  to  hun  to  bemoan  themselves,  he 
advised,  that  Hugh  Kennedy,  a  godly  gentleman  of  the  town, 
should  pray  f(Mr  them,  saying  that  CkKl  would  hear  kirn.  This  counsel 
they  accepted,  and  the  genUeman,  eonvening  a  number  of  the  honest 
dtizons,  prayed  earnestly  for  the  town,  and  the  plague  decreased. 

The  time  being  come,  when  he  must  leave  Scotland,  never  to 
see  it  again,  ke  on  the  7th  of  November  1606,  with  his  associates 
took  ship  at  Leith ;  and  though  it  was  at  two  o'clock  in  tke  mom* 
ing,  many  were  waiting  with  th&r  afflicted  families,  to  bid  them 
fbrewell.*  Afler  prayer,  they  sung  the  2dd  psalm,  and  having,  to 
the  great  grief  of  tke  spectators,  set  sail  for  the  south  of  France,  they 
landed  in  the  river  of  Bourdeanx.  Such  was  the  Lord's  blessing 
upon  his  diligence,  that  within  fourteen  weeks  after  his  arrival»  ke 


*  With  Mr.  Wdel^otber  five  godly  minitten  were  banished  for  the  Munecaui^ 
viz.  John  Forbes,  who  went  to  Middleborgh,  to  the  English  chapel  there ;  Kobert 
Dury,  who  went  to  Holland,  and  was  minister  to  the  Scots  congregation  in  Ley- 
den  ;  John  Sharp,  who  became  minister  and  professor  of  Dlrinity  at  Dte  in  tb« 
Dnnphinate ;  and  Andrew  Duncan  and  Alexander  StiBOhan,  who,  toine  tliM 
after,  got  liberty  to  return  to  their  former  places.     Caidirwood^i  HuU 


Di'gitized  by  VjOOQIC 


JOHN  WELCH.  133 

able  to  preach  in  French;  and  accordingly  yna  soon  after- 
caQed  to  the  mimstry ;  first  in  a  village,  called  Nerae,  and  thereiUter 
in  St.  Jean  d'Anj^dy,  a  considerable  walled  town ;  where  he  con» 
tiniied  dnring  the  rest  of  the  time  he  sojourned  In  France,  which 
'was  abont  sixteen  years.  When  he  began  to  preach,  it  was  ob- 
served by  some  of  his  hearers,  that  while  he  continued  in  the 
doctrinal  part  of  his  sermon,  he  spoke  very  correct  French,  but 
^when  he  came  to  his  application,  and  when  his  affections  kindled,  bis 
fervour  made  him  sometimes  neglect  the  accuracy  of  the  French 
eonstmcdon.  There  were  some  godly  young  men  who  admonished 
him  of  this,  and  so  for  preventing  m&takes  of  that  land,  he  desired 
them,  when  tibey  perceived  him  b^inning  to  Mi  into  them,  to  give 
him  a  sign,  by  stimding  up ;  and  thereafter  he  became  more  exact  in 
his  expression  through  hu  whole  sermon ;  so  desirous  was  he,  not 
only  to  deliver  good  matter,  but  to  recommend  it  by  correct  lan- 
guage. 

There  were  often  persons  of  high  rank  in  his  auditory,  before 
whom  he  was  just  as  hold  as  ever  he  had  been  in  a  Scottish  village. 
This  led  Mr.  Boyd  of  Trochrig  once  to  ask  him,  after  he  had  preach- 
ed before  the  university  of  Saumur,  with  as  much  boldnesB  and 
authority,  as  if  he  had  been  addressing  the  meanest  congregation  ; 
how  he  could  be  so  confident  among  strangers,  and  persons  of 
quality  ?  To  which  he  answered.  That  he  was  so  filled  with  the 
dread  of  Gk>d,  he  had  no  apprehensions  frcm  man  at  all,  ^<  an  an^ 
swer,"  said  Mr.  Boyd,  **  winch  did  not  remove  my  admiration,  but 
radier  increased  it" 

There  was  in  his  house,  amongst  many  others  who  boarded  with 
Um  for  good  education,  a  young  gentleman,  heir  to  Lord  Ochiltree, 
captain  of  the  castle  of  Edinbui^h.  This  young  nobleman,  after  he 
had  guned  very  much  upon  Mr.  Welch's  affections,  fdl  ill  of  a 
grievous  sickness,  and  aft;er  he  had  been  long  wasted  with  it,  he,  to 
fte  apprehension  of  all  spectators,  closed  his  eyes,  and  expired. 
'  He  was  therefore  taken  out  of  his  bed,  and  laid  on  a  pallet  on  the 
floor,  that  his  body  might  be  more  conveniently  dressed.  This  was 
to  Mr.  Welch  a  very  great  grief,  and  tlterefore  he  stayed  with  tlie 
dead  body  fall  three  hours,  lamenting  over  him  with  great  tender* 
ness.  After  twelve  hours,  the  fnends  brought  in  a  coffin,  and  de- 
sired the  corpse  might  be  put  into  it,  as  the  custom  is ;  but  Mr. 
Welch  requested  thi^  for  his  saitisfactioB,  they  would  forbear  it  for 
a  time.  This  they  granted,  and  returned  sot  till  twenty-four  hours 
after  his  death,  and  then  desired,  with  great  importunity,  that  the 
coipse  might  be  coffined  and  speedily  buried,  Vie  weather  being 
extremely  hot^  he  stall  persisted,  however,  in  his  request,  earnestly 
b^(ghig  them  to  excuse  him  once  more ;  so  they  1^  die  corpse  upon 
tiie  pallet  for  full  thirty-six  hours ;  but  even  after  that,  though  ho 
waa  m^ged  not  only  with  great  earnestness,  but  with  some  displea- 
snre,  they  were  constrained  to  fi^rbearfbr  twelve  hours  more.  After 
forty-eight  hours  were  past,  he  stOl  held  out  against  them ;  and  then 
his  friends  peroeiving  that  he  beHeved  the  young  man  was  not  really 
dead^  bat  imder  some  fit;  proposed  to  bin,  for  satis&ction,  that  trial 
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ulionld  be  made  upon  his  body  if  possibly  any  spark  of  life  i  ^ 
found  in  him ;  to  which  he  agreed.  The  doctors  accordingly' 
set  to  work ;  they  pindied  hun  in  the  fleshy  part  of  his  body»  and 
twisted  a  bow-string  about  his  head  with  great  force ;  bat  no  sign 
of  life  appearing,  they  pronounced  him  deady  and  then  thei^  was  no 
more  dday  to  be  made.  Yet  Mr.  Welch  bagged  of  Ui«n  once  more 
that  they  would  but  st^  into  the  next  room  for  an  hour  or  two, 
and  leave  him  with  the  dead  youth ;  and  this  they  granted.  He 
then  fell  down  before  the  pallet,  and  cried  to  the  Ldrd,  with  all  his 
might,  and  sometimes  looking  upon  the  dead  body,  he. continued  to 
wrestle  with  the  Lord,  till  at  length  the  youth  opened  his  eyes,  and 
cried  out  to  Mr.  Welch,  whom  he  distinctly  knew,  **  O  Sir,  I  am  aU 
whole,  but  my  head  and  legs  ;'*  and  these  wore  the  phces  hurt  with 
the  pinching.  ^ 

When  Mr.  Welch  perc^ved  this,  he  called  his  frieiKls,  and  shew- 
ed them  the  dead  young  man  restored  to  life  again,  to  their  great 
astonishment.  And  this  young  nobleman,  though  he  lost  the  estate 
of  Ochiltree,  lived  to  acquire  a  great  estate  in  Irdand,  became 
Lord  CasUestuart,  and  was  a  mAi  of  such  excellent  parts,  that  he 
was  courted  by  the  Earl  of  Sta£Ford  to  be  a  counsellor  in  Lrehind. 
This  he  refused  to  be,  till  the  godly  silenced  Scottish  ministers^  who 
suffered  under  the  bishops  in  the  north  of  Lreland,  were  restored  to 
the  exercise  of  their  ministry.  He  then  engaged^  and  eoatinaed 
during  his  whole  life,  not  only  in  honour  and  power,  but  in  the  pro- 
fession and  practice  of  godliness,  to  the  great  comfort  of  the  coontry 
where  he  lived.  This  story  the  nobleman  himself  oomaumicated  to 
his  friends  in  Irdand. 

While  Mr.  Welch  was  minister  in  one  of  the  above  named  places, 
upon  an  evening,  a  certain  Popish  friar  travelling  through  the  coun- 
try, because  he  could  not  find  a  lodging  in  the  whole  village,  ad- 
dressed himself  to  his  house  for  a  ni^t.  The  servants  acquainted 
their  master,  and  he  was  willing  to  receive  him.  The  &nuly  had 
supped  before  he  came,  and  so  the  servants  shewed  the  friar  to  hia 
chamber ;  and  after  they  had  made  his  sapper,  they  left  him  to  his 
rest.  There  was  but  a  timber  partition  betwixt  hun  and  Mr. 
Welch ;  and  after  the  friar  had  slept  lus  first  sleep,  he  was  surprised 
at  hearing  a  constant  whispering  noise. 

The  next  morning  he  w^ed  in  the  fields,  where  he  chanced  to 
meet  with  a  coontryman,  who  saluting  him  because  of  his  habit,, 
asked  him,  where  he  had  lodged  that  njght  ?  The  friar  answwed,  he 
had  lodged  with  the  Hugenot  mmister.  Thai  the  countryman  asked 
him,  what  entertainment  he  had?  The  friar  answered,  very  bad: 
for,  said  he,  I  always  held,  that  devils  haonted  these  ministers* 
houses,  and  am  persuade^^there  was  one  with  me  this  night,  for  I 
heard  a  continual  whbper  all  the  ni^t  over,  and  I  believe  it  was 
notiung  else  than  the  minister  and  the  devil  conversing  together. 
Hie  countryman  told  him  he  was  modi  mistaken,  and  that  it  was 
nothing  else  than  the  minister  at  his  nightly  prayers.  <'  O,"  wud  the 
friar,  ^  does  the  minister  pray  any?"  ^*  Yes«  more  than  any  man  in 
France,**  answered  the  countryman ;  ^'  and  if  you  please  to  stay  ^ 
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anodMr  niglil  with  Miin,  you  may  be  satisfied.''  Tbe  frmr  aceoFdtingly 
went  back  to  Mr.  Wel^^'s,  and,  pretending  indisposition^  entreated 
anather  nightfs  lodging,  wbicb  was  granted  him. 

Before  dinner,  Mr.  Welch  came  from  hb  diamber,  and  made  his 
iamily  exerdse,  according  to  custom.  He  first  snng  a  psalm,  then 
read  a  portion  of  seriptare,  and  discoursed  npon  it ;  therea^r  he 
prayed  with  great  ferronr ;  to  all  which  the  friar  was  an  astonished 
witness.  A^r  exercise  they  went  to  dinner,  idiere  the  friar  was 
very  driOy  eAtertuned,  Mr.  Welch  forbearing  all  question  and  dis- 
pute witii4iim  for  the  time.  When  the  eyening  came,  Mr.  Welch 
made  exercise  as  he  had  done  in  the  morning,  which  aocasioned 
more  wonder  to  the  friar ;  and  after  supper  they  went  to  tied.  '  But 
the  frnr  longed  much  to  know  what  the  night  whisper  was,  and 
in  this  he  was  soon  satisfied;  for  after  Mr.  Welch's  first  sleep, 
die  noise  b^an ;  the  friar  then  resolved  to  be  certain  what  it  was  ; 
and  to  that  end  he  crept  silently  to  Mr.  Welch's  chamber  door, 
where  he  heard  not  only  the  soun^  but  the  words,  distinctly,  and 
had  an  example  of  communion  betwixt  God  and  man,  such  as  ho 
thought  had  not  been  in  this  world.  The  next  morning,  as  soon  as 
Mr.  Welch  was  ready,  the  fiiar  went  to  him,  and  said,  thiat  he  hail 
lired  in  ignorance  the  wholoof  his  life,  but  now  was  resolved  to  ad- 
venture ms  soul  with  him,  and  thereupon  declared  himself  a  Protes- 
tant. Mr.  Welch  welcomed  and  encouraged  him ;  and  he  continued 
a  Protestant  to  his  death. 

When  Lonis  XTIL  King  of  France,  made  war  upon  the  Pro- 
testants, because  of  their  rdigion,  the  city  of  St.  Jean  d*Angely 
was  besieged  by  ban  wiUi  hk  whole  army,  and  brought  into  ex- 
treme danger.  Mr.  Welch  was  minister  of  tibe  town,  and  mightily 
enoouraged  the  citkens  to  hold  out,  assuring  them  God  would 
dc^er  diem.  In  the  time  of  the  si^e,  a  cannon  baU  pierced  the 
bed  where  he  was  lying,  iroon  which  he  got  up:  bi^  would  not 
leave  the  room,  tall  he  had  by  solemn  prayer,  acknowledged  his 
deliverance.  The  townsmen  made  a  stout  defence,  till  one  of  the 
King  8  gunners  planted  a  g^  so  conveniently  upon  a  rising  ground^ 
that  therewith  he  could  command  the  whole  wall,  upon  which,  they 
for  the  most  part  were  stationed.  Upon  this,  they  were  constrained 
to  forsake  *die  wall,  and  though  they  had  several  guns  upon  it,  tw  man 
durst  undertake  to  manage  them.  Hiis  being  toM  to  Mr.  Welch) 
he^  notwithstanding,  encouraged  them  to  hold  out,  and  running  to 
the  wan,  found  the  cannonier,  who  was  a  Burgundian,  near  it,  and 
having  entreated  him  to  mount,  promised  to  assist  him  in  person. 
The  cannonier  told  him,  that  they  behoved  to  dismount  the  gnn  upon 
the  rising  ground,  else  ihej  were  surely  lost.  Mr.  Welch  desired  him 
to  aim  weU,  that  he  would  serve,  and  God  would  help  himl  The 
gunner  fell  to  work,  and  Mr.  WSJch  ran  to  fetch  powder  for  a 
chai^ ;  but  as  he  was  retummg,  the  King's  gunner  fired  his  piece, 
which  carried  the  ladle  with  the  powder  out  of  his  lumds.  Tins  did 
not  discourage  him ;  for  having  left  t;^  ladle,  he  filled  his  hat  witli 
powder,'  wfaerewitlrthe  gunner  dismounted  the  King's  gun  at  the 
first  shoty  and  the  citizens  returned  to  th^  post  of  defence. 
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This  disappoint^  the  King  m»  tamdi,  littt  he  sent  to  the  < 
to  offBT  them  conditioiiB,  ris.  llial  they  should  enjoy  tthe  liberty  of 
their  religion,  and  their  oiyil  .privileges,  that  their  walls  shoidd  mA 
be  demolished,  and  that  the  Kii^  only  desired  to  enter  the  city  in 
a  firiendly  manner  ^th  his  aenraots*  This  the  city  thought  fit  to 
grant,  and  the  King,  with  a  few  ntore^  entaveA  the  <nty  for  a  short 
time.  While  the  King  was  in  the  dty,  Mr*  Welch  preached  as 
usnal.  This  ofieaded  the  Frendi  court ;  and  while  he  was  at  seiv 
mon,  the  King  sent  the  Duke  de  Eqieron  to  feCdi  him  out  of  tiw 
pulpit  into  his  presence.  The  Duke  went  with  his  gnardy  hot  when 
he  entereAthe  church,  Mr.  Welch  conunaiided  to  nudBe  way,  and  to 
place  a  seat,  that  the  Duke  might  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord.  The 
Duke,  instead  of  interning  hun,  sat  down,  and  gnyrdy  heaid  the 
sermon  to  an  end ;  and  then  told  Mr.  Welch,  he  behoved  to  ga 
with  him  to  the  Kii^ ;  whidi  he  willingly  did.  When  the  Di£e 
came  to  the  King,  the  King  aedced  him,  why  ho  brought  not  the 
minister  with  hun?  And  why  he  did  not  interrupt  him'?  The 
Duke  answered,  that  never  man  spa^e  like  this  maa :  bst  Ihat  he 
had  brought  him  along  viith  him.  Upon  this  Mr.  Welch  was  called* 
When  he  had  enter^  the  King*s  room,  he  kneeled,  and  Sikndy 
prayed  for  wisdom  and  assistance.  The  King  then  ohaihmged  him, 
now  he  durst  preadi  in  that  place,  sinoe  it  was  against  the  laws  of 
France  that  any  man  should  preadi  within  the  verge  of  his  court  ? 
Mr.  Welch  answered,  ''  Sire,  if  you  did  right,  yoii  wondd  come  and 
hear  me  preach,  and  make  all  France  hear  me  likewise.*  For,*' 
said  he,  <<  I  preach,  that  you  must  be  saved  by  the  death  and  merits 
ci  Jesus  Chnst,  and  not  your  own ;  and  I  preach,  that  as  you  are 
king  of  France,  you  are  under  the  anthority  of  no  man  oa  earth. 
Those  men  ^diom  you  hear,  subject  you  to  the  Fope  of  Romet 
which  I  will  never  do.''  The  Kii^  replied,  <^Well,  w^,  you 
shall  be  my  minister:"  And  forthwith  he  was  favourably  dis^ 
missed,  and  the  King  also  left  the  city  in  peace. 

A  short  time  after,  in  1621,  the  war  was  renewed*  and  now  he 
told  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  their  cap  was  fuU,  and  they  should 
DO  more  escape.  This  acconUngly  came  to  pass,  lor  the  King 
took  the  town,  but  commanded  De  Vitry,  the  captain  of  hb 
guard,  to  enter  and  preserve  his  minister  from  all  danger;  and 
hiMes  and  waggons  were  provided  by  his  orders  to  transport  Mr* 
Welch  and  his  family  to  Roadie,  where  he  sojourned  for  a  tiMo. 

His  flock  in  France  being  thus  scattered,  he  obtldned  libeity  te 
return  to  England  in  the  year  following,  and  hii  friends  entreated 


*  Thb  was  demanding  too  much.  It  would  }mr%  been  topogh  thtt  ike  Kiaf 
by  hh  exunple,  or  by  hit  adrioe,  liad  indueed  liic  solifecti.  to  liosr  tho  gwpol 
preached.  Bat  to  Interpose  hit  authority  aa  King  to  make  them  do  lo,  woold 
have  been  antichrlsttan  tntoleranoe;  and  H  would  have  suppoeed  him  to  hav* 
that  -nrj  authority  In  the  Church,  that  power  ofrer  the  eonsdencee  ifi  his  sulrjccts 
In sptritnal  mattsa,  which  Welch  andhls  brelhiwi  aoJostlyoondsmMi.  On  «hls 
hmoh  of  the  suljeet,  it  mast  beaUowed,  that  oar  Refonmrs  ware  hot  partially 
enlightened.  W»  M'GL  . 
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dwt  lie  nkhl  be  permkled  te  repair  to  SeoOaiid,  ihe  {^ytieiaiui 
lanriBg  de^red,  there  wm  ne  other  mean  to  preierTe  his  life,  but  the 
ei^oymeat  of  Ids  natnre  air.  To  this,  hovever,  Kmg  James  would 
never  aooede^'protestiiig  he  woold  be  imable  to  establish  episcopacy 
in  Scodand,  if  Mr.  W^ch  iras  permitted  to  return  thither.*  He 
coatfaitied  therefore  to  kngoiah  at  London  a  eonifiderable  time ;  his 
disease  was  r^;arded  by  some  as  a  sort  of  leprosy;  tiie  physiciittis  de^ 
dbred  he  had  received  poison^  A  distressii^  hmguor  pervaded  his 
frame,  together  with  a  great  weakness  in  his  knees,  caosed  by  his 
eontbnal  kneeling  at  praiyer,  in  conse^fnence  of  which,  though  he 
was  able  to  mere  them  and  to  walk,  the  fledi  of  them  beqptfne  hard 
and  insensible  ahnost  13ce  a  horn*  But  when,  in  the  time  of  his 
weakness,'  he  was  desired  to  remit  in  some  degree  his  excessive  pain-* 
Adness,  his  answer  was,  he  had  his  life  from  God,  and  therefore  it 
riionld  be  s^nt  in  his  service. 

His  frimls  importuned  the  King  exceedingly,,  that  if  he  might  not 
letom  to  Scotland,  he  might  at  least  have  liberty  to  preadi  in  Lon<4 
don,  bat  even  this  he  would  not  grant  till  he  heard  all  hopes  of  life 
for  him  were  pasft,  then  not  fearing  his  activity. 

As  soon,  however,  as  he  heard  he  migk^  preach,  he  greedily  em- 
brsced  the  liberty ;  and  having' access  to  a  lecturer's  pulpit,  he  w^t 
and  preached  bodi  long  and  fervently.  This  proved  to  be  his  last 


*  In  nfoneiioe  to  ihli  emdl  uid  oo/vmrHj  retamX  tat  the  part  of  the  King,  tiio 
foOowing  intereytiaf  namtlTO  Is  firen  by  Dr.  M'Ciie.  ".  His  own  foVerdgn,** 
nys  he,  **  was  incapable  o^  treating  him  (Welch)  with  that  generosity  which  he 
bad  experienced  from  the  French  monarch,  and  dreading  the  influence  of  a  man 
who  was  &r  gone  with  a  consumption,  he  absolutely  refused  to  give  him  peniii»- 
iifln  to  return  to  Seotland.  Mrs.  Welch,  by  means  of  some  of  her  mother's  rela- 
iSsni  at  court,  obtained  access  to  Jamss,  and  petitioned  him  to  grant  this  libetrty  to 
Wr  husband.  The  following, singular  conversation  took  place  on  that  occasion. 
His  Mijesty  asked  her  who  was  her  father.  She  replied  *  Mr.  Knox.'  <  Knox 
and  Wdch,*  exclaimed  he,  <  the  Devil  never  made  such  a  match  as  that.*  '  It% 
f^ht  likely,  Sir,*  said  she,  'for  we  never  spdred  his  advice.'  He  asked  her  how 
auy^cfaHdrm  her  ftther  had  left,  andif  Uiey  were  lads  or  Imbss.  She  said  three, 
nd  ihay  wars  all  kaass.  *  God  be  thanked,*  cried  the  King,  lifting  up  both  his 
haads^ '  fir  an  they  had  been  three  lads,  I  had  never  faruilced  my  three  kingdoms 
in  peace.*  She  again  uiged  her  request,  that  lie  woold  give  her  husband  his  na- 
tive air.  *Give  him  his  native  air!*  replied  Ae  King,  *Give  him  the  DevO!' 
•*-«  moMel  whieii  James  had  often  ki  his  mouth.  '  Give  that  to  your  hungry 
6Mf«ltti^'i>^aM  she^  vfionded  at  MayofMicnsss.  He  tdd  her  at  kMt,  that  if  she 
wovUlpennada  kflr  hnsbsnd  to  submit  to  the  Bishops,  he  would  allow  him  to  re- 
turn to  Scotland.  Mrs.  Wdch  lifting  her  apron  and  holding  it  towards  the  Klng^ 
f^Ikd  in  the  true  spirit  of  ber  fkdier, '  Please  your  M^}es^,  I'd-rather  kep  his 
head  thei«  l""  See  Life  of  Knox,  VoL  II.  pp.  273^ 

Indeed  the  heroism  of  this  woman,  who  thus  showed  herself  worthy  of  the  intra- 
yid  nfiinnflr  horn  whom  sho  sprung,  had  already  been  displayed  in  a  pre- 
vious stage  of  her  husband's  life.  During  his  imprisonment  before  trial,  she  at- 
iMided  hhn  nnremlttfai^y,  and  was  present  at  Linlithgow  with  the  wives  of  tli^ 
•thar  prIsonerB  on  the  eventful  occasion.  And  when  inflamed  of  the  sentenci^ 
cmel  and  iniquitous  aa  it  wae^  hr  ^roaa  giving  way  to  useless  lamentation  over 
tibeir  ihte;  ahe^  and  indeed  all  of  them,  pndsed  God,  who  had  given  their  husbands 
ooon^  to  stand  In  the  cause  of,  their  Master,  adding .  that  like  Him  they  had 
been  Jndged  and  oondsmned  under  the  covert  of  night. 
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service ;  for  after  he  had  ended  hu  MrnKm,  he  retnined  to  hisdiam^ 
ber,  and  within  two  hoars,  quietly  and  witlioat  pain,  resgned  his 
spirit  into  his  Maker*8  handis,  in  the  53d  year  of  his  age. 

DorinjB^  his  last  sickness,  he  was  so  filled  and  oyercome  with  the  sen- 
sible enjoyment  of  God,  that  he  was  oyerheard  to  utter  these  words ; 
*^  O  Lord,  hold  thy  hand,  it  is  enoi^;h»  thy  senrant  is  a  day  vessd, 
and  can  hold  no  more." 

Crreat  as  his  diligence  imdoubtedly  was,  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  his  labours  or  lus  successes  were  most  abundant,  for  whether 
his  spiritual  esqperiences  in  seeking  the  Lord,  or  his  fruitfiilness  in 
GouYerting  soids,  be  considered,  ihey  will  be  found  uimaialieled  in 
Scotland.  Many  years  after  his  death,  Mr.  David  Dickson,  at  that 
time  a  highly  esteemed  minister  at  Lrvine,  was  frequently  heard  to 
say,  when  people  talked  to  him  of  his  own  success  in  Uie  ministry,  that 
the  grape-gleanings  at  Ayr  in  Mr.  Welch's  time,  were  far  above  the 
vintage  at  Irvine  in  his  own.  Mr.  Welch,  in  his  preaching,  iras 
spiritual  and  searching,  his  utterance  tender  and  moving ;  he  did  not 
much  insist  upon  scholastic  topics,  and  made  no  show  of  his  learning. 
One  of  his  hearers,  who  was  afterwards  minister  at  Muirkiric  in 
Kyle,  used  to  say,  that  no  man  could  hear  him,  and  forbear  weep- 
ing, his  speech  was  so  affecting. 

Tliere  is  a  large  volume  of  his  sermons  yet  extant,  though  only  a 
few  of  them  have  been  printed.  He  never  himself  published  any 
thing,  except  his  dispute  with  A^bot  Brown,  in  which  he  shows  thaX 
his  learning  was  not  behind  his  other  virtues ;  and  his  Armageddon, 
or  meditations  upon  the  enemies  of  the  diurch,  and  their  destruction ; 
a  piece  which  is  rardy  to  be  found. 


ROBERT  BOYD. 

Robert  Botd  of  Trochrig,  as  he  is  commonly  styled,  was  first 
settled  as  a  minister  at  Vertal,  in  France,  but  was  afterwards,  by  the 
interest  of  Sieur  du  Plessis,  translated  to  die  professorship  of  divi* 
nity  at  Saumur,  and  some  time  after  was  invited  home  by  King 
James,  and  appointed  principal  of  the  college  of  Glasgow,  and  mini- 
ster of  Crovan.*     While  he  remained  in  France,  the  Fopbh  contro* 


*  It  Afipeftn  from  this  and  other  simnar  iqipointments,  tiiat  ttoe  two  offletti 
were  wont  at  this  period  of  the  Church  to  be  united  in  one  and  the  same  pena^ 
But  certain  It  is,  that  in  the  opinion  and  experiende  of  Mr.  Boyd,  neither  of  them 
were  to  be  regarded  as  a  Sinecwr§,  This  lie  evinced  both  by  the  inaugund  di^ 
course  delivered  at  Ills  instalment,  and  by  his  unremitted  labours  dnring  his  i»- 
cumbeney.  He  r^ularly  preached  as  minister  of  Govan,  and  as  a  proof  of  his 
diligence,  it  is  reUted  that  he  wrote  out  all  his  Sermons  in  full,  a  practice  by  no 
means  common  in  those  days.  In  refevence  to  his  inaugnrnl  oration,  which  was 
strongly  indicatiye  of  his  deeply  conscientious  feeUngs,  hs  to  the  disciiarge  of  his 
duties,  the  following  high  encomium  is  left  upon  record  by  Mr.  Biair,  an  eminent 
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Teny  employed  mncli  of  his  thoughts ;  but  after  Ids  retuniy  the 
CSnirai  of  Scotland  and  its  mtarests  chiefly  engrossed  his  attention  ; 
and  he  became  a  zealous  friend  and  supporter  of  the  more  fiutliAd 
part  dT  the  numstry,  against  the  nsnfpatJona  of  the  bi&ops  and  the 
King. 

The  preladsts  knowing  that  his  eminence,  piety,  and  learning, 
wonld  influence  many  to  take  part  with  him  against  them,  laboured 
widi  great  assiduity,  by  entreaties,  threatenings,  and  penroasions, 
through  some  of  his  friends,  tq  bring  him  over  to  their  party,  inso- 
much that  at  length  he  gave  in  a  pi^>er  to  Law,  Archbishop  of  Glas- 
gow, in  which  he  seemed  in  part  to  acknowledge  the  pre-eminence 
of  bishops ;  but  he  was  shortly  a^rwards  so  troubled  for  what  he 
had  done,  that  he  went  and  sought  it  back,  even  with  tears ;  the 
Archbishop,  however,  pretended  it  was  already  sent  np  to  the  King, 
•o  that  he  could  not  obtain  it. 

Mr.  Boyd,  finding  from  this  time  forward  he  could  enjoy  no 
peace  in  the  situations  he  then  held,  demitted  both,  and  was  chosen 
prindpal  of  the  coHege  of  Edinburgh,  and  one  of  the  ministers 
of  that  city.  The  celebrated  Dr.  Cameron  came  into  his  place  at 
Glasgow.  This  chmge  took  place  in  1622.  But  Mr.  Boyd  was 
allowed  to  retain  his  newly  acquired  offices,  for  only  a  few  months. 
Some  of  the  other  ministers  of  Edinburgh,  particuhudy  one  Ramsay, 
envied  him  on  account  of  his  high  reputation,  both  as  a  preadier, 
and  as  a  teacher,  (the  well  afiPected  piut  of  the  people  both  in  town 
and  country  crowoing  to  his  church)  and  gave  the  King  informatioB 
against  him  as  a  non-conformist.  The  King  wrote  to  the  magistratea 
of  the  town,  rebuking  diem  for  admitting  him,  and  commanding 
him  to  be  removed.  The  magistrates  were  not  obedient  to  tiie 
oommand,  and  by  a  courtier  entreated  he  might  be  continued ;  but 
the  "King  would  not  grant  t^ir  request.  Accordingly,  on  tiie  last 
day  of  January  1623,  he  renewed  the  order  to  remove  him ;  and  he 
was,  shortly  after,  turned  out  of  his  place  and  office.* 


Hiiiistflr  aft  Irrine.  «  At  the  beniog  of  thmt  ontioii,**  nya  be,  <<  I  was  not  a  littia 
Tgfrdbed  and  stirred  up  to  my  duty,  with  diligence  and  cbe^folQess.'*  On  this 
•ooarfon  too,  a  qoestioD  was  put  to  him,  in  answer  to  which  Mr.  Boyd  gare  a 
rery  ttrUdng  declaration  of  the  motives  wMdi  led  him  to  undertake  the  oiKces  on 
which  he  had  entered.  It  was  aslced  how  he,  a  gentleman  of  eonsideraUe  property 
on  which  he  might  Urt,  at  least  in  competence,  sboold  hare  thought  of  embracing 
the  ardnoos  duties  of  both  professing T>ivinity  (which  he  did  as  being  principal,) 
and  taaehing  the  peo|^  by  his  ministry?  His  answer  was,  that  considering  tiie 
great  wratfi  under  wliich  by  nature  he  la^,  and  the  great  saltation  purchased  for 
hhn  by  Jenu  Christ,  he  had  resolTed  to  spend  himsdf,  and  be  wftnt  to  the  nttcr- 
■Mat,  by  glring  all  diligence  to  glorify  that  Lord  who  had  so  lored  him. 

*  lids  was  a  natural  consequence  of  the  supremacy,  or  headship  of  the  Churdi, 
in  ih/b  hands  of  a  lawless  despot,  as  James  was,  or,  at  least,  wiriied  to  be.  No 
minister  ooold  be  ftdthfol  to  God,  or  to  his  people,  unless  ft  should  please  tiie  Ung. 
It  is  not,  howerer,  so  now,  eren  in  England,  where  Ae  supremacy  k  established ; 
btcanse  the  ailkin  of  the  Chufdi,  as  wdl  as  of  the  ^te,  are  regulated  bylaw.  The 
king  has  the  |iower  of  lypointing  bisbope  and  otiier  ministers  to  Aelr  offices,  but 
he  has  no  power  of  depriving  them,  so  that  he  cannot  in  this  way  influence  -their 
mlafacry.     But  hence  arises  an  evil  of  another  kind.     It  is  haidly  possible  to  get 
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Some  i^rt  time  alter  thig.  Archbishop  Law  was  prevailed  on  to 
re-odmit  him  into  his  diocese  as  minister  of  Paisley ;  for  though  no 
man  was  more  opposite  than  he  to  the  Perth  articles^  having  refused 
conformity  to  tliem  both  at  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh,  yet  his  lear  n- 
ing  and  prudence  strongly  recommended  him  to  the  Archbishop  *<= 
esteem.  Here  he  renunned  in  security  and  peace,  till  the  £arl  of 
Abercom*8  brother,  a  zealous  Papists  dispossessed  him  on  a  Sabbath 
afternoon,  \^iile  he  was  preaching,  and  threw  all  his  books  oiit  oi 
the  house  where  he  had  his  residenoe.  Upon  complaining  to  the 
Privy  Council,  the  offender  was  imprisoned,  but  the  Court  and 
bafllies  <^  Paisley,  having  undertaken  to  repossess  him,  and  the  gen- 
tleman professing  his  sorrow  for  what  he  had  done,  the  Council,  at 
Mr.  Boyd*B  tnt^xsession,  passed  the  matter  over.  When  he  went, 
however,  to  take  possession,  he  found  the  church  doors  secured,  so 
that  no  access  comd  be  had ;  and  though  the  magistrates  would  have 
broken  ihetk  open,  yet  the  mob  Tnrged  on,  as  was  supposed,  by  the 
Eari's  nM>ther)  pressed  so  hara  upon  him,  both  by  opprobrious 
speeches,  and  throwing  stones,  that  he  was  forced  to  fly  to  Glasgow ; 
and  afterwards,  seeing  no  prospect  of  a  peaceable  settlement  in 
Paisley,  he  returned  to  his  own  house  at  Trochrig  in  Carrick,  where 
he  proboUy  continued  till  his  death,  which  was  some  years  after. 

He  was  a  man  of  great  learning  and  eloquence,  for  the  time,  as 
lus  Commentary  on  the  E^hesians  testifies.  He  sometimes  declared 
that  if  he  had  Us  choice  of  languages  wherein  to  deliver  his  senti- 
nentQ,  it  woold  be  in  Greek.  He  was  of  an  austere  countenance 
and  carriage,  but  yet  very  tender  hearted.  He  had  a  mean  opinion 
of  himself  Imt  a  high  esteem  of  others  in  whom  he  perceived  any 
signs  of  grace  and  ingenuity.  In  the  time  of  that  convincing  and 
converting  work,  of  ^e  Lord,  (commonly  called  the  Stewarton  sick- 
ness,) he  eame  from  his  own  house  in  Oirrick,  and  met  with  many 
of  tl^  people  ( and  having  conversed  with  them,  heartily  blessed  the 
Lord,  for  the  grace  that  was  given  them. 


ROBERT  BRUCE. 

RoBBRT  Brugs  was  bom  about  the  year  1554.    He  was  second  sop 
Co  the  Laird  of  Airth,  from  whom  he  inherited  the  estate  of  Kinuaird^ 


quit  of  an  imwortiiy-  pastor.  Tha'head  of  tbe  Giurch  faat  not  powar  to  aeparate 
the  moat  iMahw,  or  even  rotten  member  of  the  body.  In  order  to  the  e^ent 
vuoKmt  of  hla  power,  the  head  of  the  Church  ought  to  be  alMolute.  But  then  lie 
ought  to  ha  an  abaolntely  perfect  beiog.  Such  b  the  true  Head  of  the  Church, 
whoae  kwa  are  perfect,  and  of  aboohite  authority ;  whldi  make  provbion  for  every 
ease  that  can  arise  io  his  Church ;  and  which  are  easUy  applied  by  his  aenranta, 
who  anderstand  them,  as  enlightened  by  his  Spirit,  and  depending  upon  his  pro- 
»wlUithe«.    .  W.  M'G 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ROBERT  BKUCB.  Hi 

and  wlio  being  at  that  timeahoroii  of  the  beat  qnaUty  in  the  king- 
dom,  educated  him  with  the  Tiew  of  hia  becoming  a  Lord  of  Ses- 
sion ;  and  for  his  better  accomplishment,  sent  him  to  France  to  study 
the  civil  law.  After  his  retm-n,  his  father  enjoined  him  to  wut 
upon  some  affidrs  of  his  that  were  then  before  the  Coart,  ae  he  had 
got  a  patent  ensured  for  his  being  one  of  these  Lords.  But  He 
whose  thoughts  are  not  as  men's  thongto,  having  other  designs 
with  him,  b^;an  to  work  mightily  upon  his  con8cienoe»  so  Uiat  he 
could  get  no  rest,  till  he  was  allowed  to  attend  the  divinity  lectures 
of  Andrew  M^vill  at  St.  Andrews.  To  this  step  lus  mother  was 
greatly  averse,  nor  would  Ae  agree  to  it  till  he  gave  up  some  lands 
and  casualties  wherdn  he  was  infefi.  This  he  most  willingly  did, 
and  shaking  off  all  impediments,  fully  resolved  i^on  an  em^ymeDt 
more  fitted  to  the  turn  of  his  mind. 

He  went  to  St.  Andrews  sometime  before  Melvifl  lef^  the  eonn- 
try,  and  ccmtinued  there  tiQ  his  return.  Whilst  there,  he  wanted 
not  some  Aaip  oomflicts  in  lus  mind,  on  the  vsA^eet  of  his  ftitore 
destination,  insomuch  that  upon  a  certimi  time,  wmlking  in  the  fi^ds 
with  that  h<^  and  excellent  man  James  MdviU,  he  said  to  him, 
^  Before  I  throw  myself  again  into  such  tonnent  of  conscaence,  as 
I  have  had  in  resisting  the  call  to  the  ministry,  I  would  radier 
choose  to  walk  tiurough  a  fire  of  brimstone,  even  though  it  ware 
half  a  mile  in  length."  Afber  he  was  aoecunpliihed  for  the  mmistry, 
Andrew  Melvill  perceiving  how  die  Lonl  wrought  yMk  him, 
brought  him  over  to  the  General  Asaembly  in  i587,  and  moved  the 
church  of  EkUnburgh  to  call  him  to  a  charge  in  Uiat  city. 

Although  he  was  moved  by  some  of  the  brethren  to  enter  upon 
die  ministry  in  place  of  James  Lawson,  yet  he  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  take  the  charge,  although  willing  fqf  tbe  time,  to 
labour  in  it,  till  urged  by  the  joint  advice  of  the  ministry  of  the 
city,  and  as  it  were  entrapped  into  it.  For  on  a  time  when  the 
sacrament  was  to  be  dispensed  at  Edinburgh,  one  of  the  ministers 
desired  him,  being  to  preach  in  the  afternoon,  to  sit  by  him;- and 
after  having  served  two  or  tiiree  tables,  went  out  of  the  church,  as 
if  he  had  been  to  return  in  a  little ;  but  instead  of  this,  he  seat 
notice  to  Mr.  Brace,  who  still  sat  over  against  the  elements,  that 
unless  he  served  the  rest  of  the  tables,  the  work  behoved  to  stop. 
Mr.  Bruce  not  knowing  but  the  minister  had  been  seized  of  a 
sudden  with  sickness,  and,  the  eyes  of  all  being  fixed  on  him, 
many  entreating  him  to  supply  the  minister's  place,  proceeded 
throagh  the  remaining  services,  and  that  widi  such  assistance  to 
himself,  and  such  effect  upon  the  people,  as  had  never  before  been 
aeen  in  that  place. 

Wlien  afterwards  urged  by  his  bretJiren  to  receive,  in  the  ordinary 
way,  the  imposition  of  hands,  he  refused,  because  he  already  had 
received  the  material  part  of  ordination,  viz.  the  call  of  the  pe<^e, 
and  the  approbation  of  the  ministry ;  and  besides,  had  already  ad- 
ministered the  sacrament  of  the  supper,  which,  by  a  new  (»dination 
would  seem  to  be  made  void.  So  having  made  trial  of  the  work, 
and  found  the  blessing  of  God  upon  his  labours,  he  accepted  the 
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charge,*  and  ifwfrmn  that  time  fordid  a  pnncipal  actor  in  the  aflRum 
of  the  Chnrch,  and  a  constant  and  strennons  maintainer  of  its  esta- 
blished doctrine  and  discipline. 

While  a  minister  of  Edinburgh  he  shone  as  a  great  light  through 
all  the  neighbouring  parts  of  the  country;  the  power  and  efficacious 
enei^  of  the  Spirit  accompanying  the  word  preached  by  him,  in  a 
most  sensible  manner,  so  tluit  he  hecame  a  terror  to  evil-doers,  and 
extorted  fear  and  respect  even  from  the  greatest  in  the  land*  Even 
the  King  had  such  high  thoughts  dT  him,  that  in  1 590,  when  he  went 
to  bring  home  his  queen,  he,  at  his  departure,  nominated  him  an  ex- 
traordinary Counsellor,  and  expressly  desired  him  to  acquaint  himself 
with  the  afiairs  of  the  country,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Council, 
professing  that  he  reposed  more  in  him  than  in  therest  of  his  brethren, 
or  even  in  all  his  nobles.  And  in  this  his  hopes  were  not  disappointed. 
Hie  country  during  his  absence,  was  more  quiet  than  either  before 
or  afterwards :  in  consequence  of  which,  he  wrote  Bruce  a  con- 
mtnlatory  letter,  dated  February  19th,  1590,  saying;  "  He  would 
be  obligated  to  liim  aU  his  life,  for  the  pains  he  had  taken  in  his 
absence  to  keep  his  subjects  |n  good  order."  Yea,  such  is  said  to 
have  been  his  esteem  for  Mr.  Bruce,  that  upon  a  certain  occasion, 
before  many  witnessess,  he  dedared,  that  he  judged  him  worthy  of 
the  half  of  Ids  kingdom ;  but  in  this  as  in  others  of  his  fmr  promises, 
he  proved  no  slave  to  his  word ;  for  not  many  years  after,  he  obliged 
this  good  man,  for  his  faiflifulness,  to  leave  tne  kingdom.-)- 

But  still  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  the  respect  and  esteem  which 


*  Maidand,  -after  mentiooliif  that  Broee  **  threatened  to  leaTe  the  town**  of 
Edinburgh  in  1589,  aays,  the  reason  *'  may  be  easily  guessed  at,'*  as  he  agreed  to 
stay  **  upon  the  increase  of  his  stipend  to  a  thousand  merks.**  "  But  if,  instead  of 
^WMWi^,*'  obserres  Dr.  M<Crie,  «tiiat  writer  had  made  himsdf  acquainted  with 
froCs^  he  would  hare  known  that  Bmoe  at  the  period  iieferred  to,  had  not  yet  oob- 
aented  to  settle  in  Edinburgh,  and  had  a  caU  to  St.  Andrews  which  be  preferred ; 
that  the  minister  who  held  tiie  first  chaiige  in  the  metropolis,  required  a  stipend 
much  greater  than  that  of  his  coHesgue,  inasmuch  as  the  task  of  keeping  op  an  ex- 
tensiTe  correspondence  on  the  ai&drs  of  tiie  natioiud  church,  was  devolyed  upon  him ; 
and  that  the  independent  wpirit  and  aorupukms  honour  which  Bmoe  evinced  through 
the  whole  of  his  life^  raised  him  above  the  auspidon  of  being  actuated  by  such 
mean  and  mercenary  motives. '* 

"  With  great  reluctance,  and  after  a  considerable  trial,'*  says  the  same  eloquent 
and  accurate  writer,  **  he  complied  with  the  Joint  entreaties  of  his  brethren  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  capital ;  the  nobility  respected  him  for  his  birth  and  ooonec- 
tions ;  bk  eminent  gifta  aa  a  preacher,  gained  him  the  ailiBctlon  of  the  common 
people,  and  those  who  could  not  lore  bim,  stood  in  awe  of  his  commanding  talents, 
and  hia  aerere  and  uncorruptible  virtue.  His  station  at  Edinbuiigh  and  his 
influence  with  the  Chancellor,  who  paid  much  deference  to  his  opinions,  enaUcd 
him  to  be  of  greater  service  to  the  Church  than  any  other  Individ uaL"  XAfe  of 
Melvin.  VoL  I.  pp.  380^1. 

f  "  Calderwood  has  preserved  three  letters  written  from  Denmark  by  the  chau- 
cejior,  and  four  by  the  King,  to  Bruce.  His  Majesty  addresses  him  as  bit '  trusty 
and  well-beloved  Counsellor,'  and  says,  that  he  was  *  worth  the  quarter  of  his 
kingdom,'  that  he  would  reckon  himself  <  beholden  to  him  whfle  he  lived/  for  the 
services  he  had  done  him,  and  that  he  woold  <  ne\'er  forget  the  same.*  "  M*Crie*s 
Life  of  Melvfll.  VoL  I.  p.  382. 
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he  thus  cmpreairt  towaria  biniy  were  at  the  time  perfediy  raoeie. 
Accordingly,  on  his  retorn,  he  made  choice  of  him  to  officiate  at  the 
Queen's  ooronadon,  a  ceremony  which  was  performed  wiUi  great 
solemnity  in  the  Chapel  of  Holyrood  house,  on  Sabbath  the  17th 
of  May,  1590,  in  presence  of  the  foreign  ambassadors,  and  a  great 
conoonrse  of  Scottish  nobility*  On  &e  occasion,  three  Sermons 
were  preached,  one  in  Latin,  another  in  French,  and  a  tiiird  in 
Bng^h.  And  after  a  short  intefral,  during  which  the  royal  party 
retu^  Mt.  Bnxe  proceeded  to  anoint  the  Queen,  and  assisted  by 
the  Chancellor  and  David  Lindsay,  placed  the  crown  on  her 
bead. 

Nor  was  it,  mdeed^  till  about  throe  years  after  this  eyent,  in 
which  he  bore  so  distinguished  a  part,  thi^  his  Majesty's  opinion  of 
our  Worthy  seems  to  luive  been  dumged.  In  1593  the  injudicious 
and  unwarrantable  lenity  shewn  by  the  opurt  to  &e  Popish  £arl% 
men  who  bad  been  detected  in  the  most  treacherous  designs  f^^ainst 
-their  country,  frxcited  uniyersal  distrust,  suspicion,  and  alarm* 
Under  the  iBftuence  of  such  feelings,  the  Synod  of  Fife  which  met 
in  "September  of  that  year,  by  way  of  expressing  its  detestation  of 
their  crime,  solemnly  excommunicated  these  noblemen  and  their 
•adherents,  ordaining  the  sentence  to  be  communicated  to  other 
synods,  by  whidi  it  was  approved,  and  directed  to  be  published. 
On  dus 'occasion  his  Mi^esty  sent  for  Mr.  Bruce,  and  importunately 
urged  him,  not  to  publish  it  himself,  and  as  £ur  as  possible  to  prevent 
its  beii^  published  by  his  brethren.  Witii  every  disposition,  how- 
ever, to  preserve  harmony  and  to  retmn  the  good  will  of  the  King, 
Bruce  did  not  ^Bssemble  ma  sentimeBts.  Heresolutely  refused  to  £> 
what  was  asked  of  him,  and  the  conversation  terminated  by  an  in«* 
sinuation  on  the  part  of  James  against  the  discipline  anf  polity  under 
wliich  sudi  measures  were  tolerated  or  sanctioned. 

Some  time  after  this,  being-charged  by  the  King,  in  a  conference 
which  he  held  with  the  Magistrates  and  Ministers  of  Edinburgh, 
with  having  fiivoured  certain  alleg^  treasonable  designs  of  the 
Eaii  of  ^Uiwell,  who  then  attempted  to  gain  the  good  will  of  the 
Cfaurdi,  he  evinced  a  similar  firmness  and  intrepidity.  Whilst  his 
brethren  In  the  ministry  against  whom  tiie  accusation  was  vagne 
and  general,  contented  themselves  with  simply  appealing  to  their 
*  hearers  in  proof  of  their  innocence,  Bruce,  against  whom  die  charge 
was  more  specific  and  serious,  insisted  on  knowing  the  individuals 
who  had  thus  slandered  him  to  his  Majesty,  and  declared,  that  he 
would  not  again  enter  the  pulpit  until  1^  was  legally  cleared  of  the 
crime  imputed  to  him.  James,  after  some  shifting,  named  the  Mas- 
ter of  Gray  and  one  Tyrie,  a  papist,  as  his  informers.  But  on  the 
day  fixed  for  examining  the  affietir,  no  person  appeared  to  make  good 
the  charge ;  and  Gray  having  left  the  Court,  denied  that  he  had  given 
the  fltDeged  information  against  Bruce,  and  offered  to  fight  any  per- 
son, his  Mi^esty  excepted,  who  should  affirm  that  he  had  defamed 
that  minister. 

Being  a  man  of  public  spirit  and  heroic  mind,  he  was  ahva}  s 
pitched  upon  to  deal  in  matters  of  high  moment :  and  amongst  other 
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Mngg,  upon  lh»  9th  ofSovmJm,  ISm,  hB,  togfOfir  w^.A»die«r 
Melryi  lUEid  John  Davidson,  wm  directed  by  the  ooiindl  of  tlp^ 
Iffethren,  to  deal  with  the  Queen 'eonoenuDg  her  religion^  fuid>  for 
wnnt  of  religiouB  exeroiees  and  viitaona  oociipatioa  amongst  her 
tnaids,  to  moTe  her  to  hear  now  and  then  the  instmctions  pf  godljr 
and  discreet  naen.  They  went  to  her ;  but  were  refosed  fjmi^t^y^^^ 
until  another  time. 

Abont  the  same  period,  he  distingaished  himself  by  the  part  he 
took  in  the  defence  of  David  Bhidc,*  and  by  the  leal  he  displayed 
agMnst  the  suspeeted  inroads  of  popery.  Hie  compussioners  who 
had  been  i^pointed  to  assist  in  conducting  the  case  of  that  worthy 
iiiinistery  being,  by  an  order  of  the  oonrt,  remdred  froia  £dinbnigh» 
the  public  mind  in  some  degree  agitated  by  this  unusual  atret^  at 
pro^gative,  soon  after  experienced  a  new  cause  of  alarm.  On  the 
morning  of  the  17th  Deounber,  a  day  memorable  in  the  history  of 
the  Chmdi  of  Scotland,  statements  were  circulated,  that  Huntly^ 
one  of  ihe  Popish  Barls,  had  been  foiTatdy  at  €ourt,  and  had|ink- 
vaiied  onthe  King  to  issue  an  order  whidli  had  just  been  inlimtU«ed, 
Ihat  twenty-four  of  the  dtiiens,  best  afiected  towards  the  ministers, 
and  most  distinguished  lor  their  seal,  should  leavo  the  town,  and 
as  some  added,  that  Us  friends  and  retainers  were  at  hand,  waiting 
fin*  orders  to  enter  the  Cf^dtsL  This  information,  which  was  to  aoer^ 
tain  degree  correct,  was,  as  might  be  etxpected,  a  source  of  considers 
Me  akirm  to  Bruce  and  his  brethren  in  the  ministry.  It  being  the 
tlay  of  Uie  weekly  sermon,  they  agreed  that  Balcanquhal,  whose  turn 
It  was  to  preach,  should  desire  the  barons  and  burgesses  present,  to 
meet  in  the  Litde  Chur6h,f  to  advise  with  them  what  ought  to  be 
^ne.  The  meeting  took  place  after  sermon,  and  two  pemons  frpm 
eachof  the  estates  were  appointed  to  wait  onthe  King,  who  h^pened 
at  that  time  to  be  in  the  TdboQth  with  the  Lords  of  Session.  Hav- 
ing obtiuned  in  audience,  Bruce  told  his  Majesty,  that  they  were  sent 
by  the  noblemen,  barons  and  citizens,  convened  in  the  Little  CSiunii, 
to  lay  b^ore  him  the  dangers  which  threatened  religion.  "  What 
dangers  see  you  ?"  said  the  King.  Bruce  mentioned  their  appre- 
hensions as  to  Huntly.  «<  What  have  you  to  do  with  that?*'  said 
his  Majesty.  **  And  how  durst  you  convene  against  my  ^odama- 
tion  ?**  <<  We  dare  more  than  that,"  said  Lol^  Lindsay,  **  and  will 
not  suffer  religion  to  be  overthrown."  Upoii  this,  the  King  retired 
to  another  apartment  and  shut  the  door.  The  d^iities  therefosa 
returned,  and  reported  that  they  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  a  fawmr^ 
able  answer  to  their  petitions,  and  Bruce  proposed,  that  deferring 
the  consideration  of  their  grievances  for  the  present,  they  should 
RH^rely  pledge  themselves  to  be  constant  in  the  profession  and 
defence  of  religion.  This  proposal  having  been  received  wkh  ac- 
damation,  he  besought  them  as  they  regarded  the  credit  of  the 
cause,  to  be  silent  and  quiet.    As  they  were  thns  proceeding,  havf' 


♦  Secpa^  96. 
f  Que  of  the  ckurclies  wf  Ediubuif^b,  to  odleJ* 
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r,  gn  tttJatPH^  perion  entiaBred  excMmng^  <<  lly,  sare  ycmndres  I 
die  papisto  are  commg'  to  maMacre  yon  1"  to  which  another  rejoined, 
«« The  8word  of  the  Lord  and  of  Gideon  !"  ^  These  are  not  onr 
weapons,"  said  Bmee,  attempting  to  calm  the  assembly ;  hnt  the  cry 
•f  **  to^arms !  to  arms  !"  being  nosed  on  the  street,  they  immediately 
mslied  out)  and  being  joined  by  a  crowd  already  collected  withon^ 
the  panic  spread,  and  for  about  an  hour,  confusion  and  riot  prevailed 
thronghont  the  city.  The  tnmnlt  was  at  length  quelled  by  the  joint 
exertions  of  the  magistrates  and  ministmv  ;  but  the  King  the  day 
after,  hastily  left  the  city  and  removed  to  LinHdigow ;  from  ^dience 
lie  issued  a  severe  proebunalion,  commanding  aU  judges  and  officers  to 
repair  to  him,  and  forbidding  ail  noblemen  and  Barons  from  assem- 
Uiag  without  his  permission.* 

Upon  the  Sabbath  following,  Bmee,  in  preaching  from  the  51st 
Malniy  declared,  "  Hie  removal  of  year  ministers  is  at  hand,  our 
Hves  shall  be  bitterly  sought  after ;  but  ye  shall  see  with  your  eyes,' 
that  God  shall  g^nard  us,  and  be  our  budder  and  defence,"  a  saying 
whidi  was  soon  in  part  accomplished ;  for  on  the  day  following,  the 
King  sent  a  diarge  from  I^nlitJigow  against  him  and  the  other' 
ministers  of  Edinbni^  to  enter  in  ward  at  the  castle  there,  within 
aiz  hours,  under  pain  of  homing.  Though  conscious  of  their 
innooeiice,  yet  seeing  that  the  King's  an^  was  kindled  against  them, 
they  Ibougitfc  pMq[>er  at  the  advice  of  their  friends  to  withdraw,  and 


•  <'  Such,"  nys  Dr.  M'Crie,  "  are  the  ftcts  eonnected  with  the  tumult  of  tbi 
mpimUmUh  of  December,  which  liae  heen  related  in  eo  many  h!storif«,  and  magni- 
ied  Into  A  daring' and  horrid  vebellion.     Had  it  not  heen  laid  hold  of  hy  designing 
poUtidana  aa  a  Juuidle  for  aooompUihing  their  meaaurea,  it  would  not  now  hare ' 
been  known  that  soch  an  event  had  erer  occunod ;  and  were  it  not  that  it  haa  • 
been  ao  much  mitrepreeented  to  the  disparagement  of  the  ministers  and  ecdesiasticpd. 
polity  of  deotland,  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  and  labour  to  institute  an '  inquiry 
into  the  real  state  of  tiie  Aets.     *  No  tnmult  to  the  world  was  erer  moreharmleaa 
o  tue  cHTect^  nnr  more  Innocent  in  tho  cawotSi  if  you  oooalder  aU  those  who  did 
openly  act  therein.*  (Bailiie's  Hist.  Vindication,  p.  71.)     It  neiTar  was  seriondy 
alleged,  that  there  was  the  most  distant  idea  of  touching  the  person  of  tho  king. 
Had  there  been  any  intention  of  laying  violent  hands  on  the  unpopular  statesman, « 
there  was  nothing  to  have  prevented  the  populace  at  the  commencement  of  tho 
tumult  from  forcing  the  house  in  which  they  were  assembled.     No  assault  was 
made  upon  the  meanest  crenture  belonging  to  the  court:  noviolsDce  was  offered' 
to  the  person  or  the  property  of  a  single  indiWduaL     So  far  from  partaking  of  tho  ■ 
nature  of  a  rebellion,  the  alTair  scarcely  deserves  the  name  of  a  riot.     Nor  did  I 
assume  the  appearance  of  one  of  those  dangerous  commotiona  by  whidi  the  pnUie 
peace  is  liable  to  be  disturbed  In  large  towns,  and  to  which  a  wise  government 
keldom   thinliR  of  givinir  importance  by  inquiring  narrowly  into  theil*  ori^,  or 
puntmiiing  those,  who,  through  thoughtlessncat  or  imprudence  nay  have  basn  led 
lo  take  part  in  their  excesses."     Life  of  MalvOl,  Vol  I.  p.  4ia  .  . 
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iqj:  %  tmfi,  cpneeil  tlieiagAv^  fipoai  Aa  cAete  of  Wft  dlspkitdi^ 
Bniqe  aud  Balcanquhal  accordingly  went  mto  JSkfl^ndy  WatMHi 
and  Balfpur  .coivseaied  themselyea  in  Fife.  Tiiegr  wrote  apobf^es 
for  their  conduct,  in  wliich  tbay  vindkatod  llmnselTea  fimstiMi 
aspertions  thrown  upon  them,  and  aawgaed  roaaaao  for  their  iight 

Aa  sQon  aa  it  waa  loiown  that  they  bad  fie^  they  w««  pnraksly 
denounced  rebels.  Great  keennesa  wm  shewn  to  find  teeioevideBce 
of  their  acoetaion  to  the  tumult ;  aad  when  this  feiled,  peeoanie  waa 
bad  to  ^xicatioi^  A  letter,  wUch  on  4m  day  atfter,  Brace,  at  the 
iriequeat  of  the  convened  9aroaa»  wrote  to  Lard  HaaEtoo  veq[aeatiog 
his  connteiiance  and  aaiiatanoe  in  aupport  of  the  CSrarch'a  iatereati^ 
was  altered  and  vitiatf^d^in  sueh  a^  maooer,  aa  to  make  it  escpreas  an 
approbation  of  the  riot.  Conscious,  however,  of  the  fraud,  tile  omni 
did  not  dare  to  make  any  pablio  use  of  this  "Vitiated  dooimieiil»  out 
it  was  circulated  in  priTate,  with  tke  view  of  Uaating  the  r^otatiom 
of  Bruce  and  his  friends. 

But  all  tills  \raa  nothing  more  than  tie  dre|»s  before  tihe  shower, 
or  as  the  gathering  of  waters  before  an  iumdation^  Thie,  thoegli 
allowed  to  retui-n  irom  hia  eonoeahnent,  Bmee  afterwards  expe- 
rienced to  be  the  case ;  for  die  King  haTing  for  aome  tino'  khoared 
to  get  Prelacy  establirfied  ii|  Scotland^  bemiaa  he  would  not  eoai- 
ply  with  his  mcasuraa,  aad  in  yiartiiaidar  refbied  to  giro  praiae  to  €MI 
in  public  fur  hi^  M^^esty's  deUyerance  firom  tka  pretepded  treaaon 
in  IGOO,  until  he  was  made  certain  of  the  crime,  not  only  discharged 
him  from  preaching  in  Edinburgh,  but  also  obliged  him  to  go  into 
exile. — He  embarked  at  Queensferry,  on  die  Sd  of  November  die 
same  year,  and  arrired  at  Dieppe  on  the  8th  of  that  month.* 

And  ahliough^  by  the  King's  permission^  he^  returned  home  the 
year  following,  yet  because  he  would  not  acknowledge  Goanio'ii 
conspiracy  to  be  treason,  purge  hia  Mneaty  in  audi  places  aa  he 
should  appowfe,  and  crave  jmrdon  for  his  long  distrust  and  disobe- 
ifienoe^f  &o. ;  he  could  not  be  admitted  to  his.  place  and  office  agab. 


•  HacmhnkedrnteiiSaiiMtilghl^aBditii  rdated,  fliait  « then  appeared  nicli  • 
gfini  Kfkt  m  aecwd  him  and  the  oompany  to  mH.'*  Thla  waa  moat  probaUj  tha 
Aurora  BotmU^  wiifeh  aometimae  fat  yean  together  do  not  appear,  or  an  of  Tcry 
ran  oooomnoc^  and  are  miatakayn  hy  the  Ignorant  for  aomeljiing  supematuraL 

W.  M'G. 

f  Ttoaa  wen  condMona  to  wHeh  the  unbending  ncdtndc  and  solid  sense  by 
nhUk  ha  'ama  ahaaaetaitaad,  waold  not  aDaw  hhn  to  concede.  As  a  sabject,  ba 
laM  ha  had  Daaw  nihaad  to  do  tiio  doty  of  a  aabfeet ;  hot  to  utter  in  the  pulpit. 
nndar^tha  authority  of  hia  ofice,  any  thing  of  which  he  wat  not  fully  persuaded, 
oa  waa  not  at  lilxrty.  **  1  have  a  body  and  aome  gooda,*'  oontiimed  he,  "  let  hU 
Mi^^aty  uae  them  aa  God  ahall  di^reet  him ;  bat  as  to  my  inward  peace,  I  would 
pray  hia  Mneaty  in  all  hmnlHty  to  anifer  me  to  Iceep  ft.  Place  me  where  God 
pli^  aM,  and  I  ahall  teach  aa  froMVil  and  wholesome  doctrint*  to  the  honour  of 
the  Magiatntea,  aa  God  ahall  gHw  me  graee.  Bnt  to  go  through  the  country,  and 
malce  pnclamatioua  hen  and  there^  will  be  eoonted  either  a  1)4>;istly  fear  or  a 
beastly  flatter}*,  and  in  so  doing,  I  shall  joaise  gnater  doubts^  and  do  more  barm 
than  good  to  the  cause ;  for  peq>le  look  not  to  words  but  to  grounds.  And  aa  for 
myself,  I  should  be  bat  a  partial  and  sparing  blazer  of  my  own  infirmitiea: 
othen  wiU  be  fiur  better  henlda  of  my  ignominy."  See  M«Crle'a  UA  of  Mtl- 
vill.  VoL  II.  p.  79. 
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h$0mti  vumMnMk'hy  the  King  td  keep  ward  in  lus  ^ewh  hiniae  at 
VSnttaird.  After  ^b  King's  d&pmtote  to  Wnyjawi,  he  had  some 
ri3spite  for  about  a  year  or  more ;  hut  on  die  29th  of  Febraary,^ 
\0O$f  he  ytaa  sombkoned  to  compear  hefen  die  eommissioa  of  the 
Clenoral  Assembly,  to  hear  and  see  himsdf  remored  from  hit  fisnictioii 
^  Edinbmgh.  They  had  belbre,  in  his  abseiioe,  deoemed  die  plaoe 
vaoaat;  now  dusy  intimated  the  sentenoe,  and  Livingstone  1^  a 
eommissien  from  dm  Krag  to  see  it  pot  in  exeoodon.  Bmee  ap- 
fsaied ;  they  prohibited  Imti  to  prsmA ;  bnt  he  obeyed  not.  In  July 
dMirealter,  Chonedlor  Seaton  adrortised  Urn  of  dm  King's  express 
order  disdiarginghtm  topMaehany  move;  but  said,  he  would  not 
^be  his  ao^MMrity  in  this,  and  weuM  only  request  him  to  desist  for 
sine  or  ten  days ;  to  which  he  oonsented^  thinking  it  but  of  small 
moment  fi>r  so  short  a  time.  Biit  he  quioidy  knew,  how  deep  the 
amallest  deviation  from  has  Mastaf's  eanse  and  interest  might  go  into 
die  devoted  heart,  for  that  night,  as  he  himself  afterwards  declared. 
Ids  body  was  cast  into  m  fever,  and  he  frb  sneh  terror  of  oonscience, 
mm  made  him  resolve  to  obey  sueh  oomnmnds  no  more. 

Upon  the  8th  of  Ajognst  following,  he  was  charged  to  enter  in 
ipvara  at  Inveamess,  widiin  the  space  of  ten  cbys,  under  pain  of  horn* 
11^;  which  order  he  obeyed  upon  die  17th  fulowing.  In  this  pkoe 
hm  remained  for  the  space  of  fwor  years,  teaohhig  every  Wednesday 
and  Sabbath  forenoon,  and  reading  public  prayers  eyery  other 
adght.  Mm  laheurs  were  gready  Ueued.  By  means  of  his  ministry 
»  daxk  ooimtry  was  wonderftdly  illuminated,  many  brongiit  to 
Christ,  and  a  seed  sown  whish  remained  and  was  man^est  for  many 
years  afterwards. 

When  h^  ntnmed'from  invenmss  to  his  own  house,  even  though 
Ins  son  had  procured  a  tioensefor  him»  he  could  find  nodiiiig  bat 
trottUe  and  vexation,  from  die  miMters  of  the  Presbyteries  ef  Stur- ' 
lintf  and  Linlithgow,  and  all  for  his  activity  in  curbing  dm  vioes  to 
wwdiaomeof  dmaweresidjeot.  At  last  he  obtained  lib«rty  of  the 
Goandl  to  tran^erC  his  frmily  to  anodier  homse  he  had  nt  Monk* 
land ;  Iwrt,  because  of  die  Ardibishop  of  Glasgow,  ha  was  again 
forced  to  retire  to  Kmnaird. 

l^m  dm  good  man  was  tossed  about,  and  obligied  to  go  from 
plaoe  to  place.  And,  in  this  state  he  condnaed,  until  by  the  King's 
order  he  was  nnnmoned  bsfiENre  die  Corau^  in  September  19th,  1621» 
to  annrer  for  transgressing  the  lawr  of  Us  eonfiaamenti,  &c  When 
lie  compeared,  he  pmaded  die  fiivmir  expuftssed  towards  likn  by  hb 
Majesty  when  in  Denmark,  and  wkhal  purged  himsdf  of  die  acoosa* 
tion  la£l  ai^sinst  him:  <<aiid  yet,  notwithstanding  all  these,  (said 
he,)  die  King  hath  exhausted  hoA,  my  estate  and  person,  ana  has 
left  me  nothing  butmy  life,  and  that  ^paready  he  is seeliiiig  I  lam 
l^c^Mred  to  s^fer  any  punishment,  only  I  am  careful  not  to  sufi^ 
asamalefiictor  or  e^dow.''  A  charge  was  dien  given  him  to  enter 
in  ward  in  the  casde  of  Edinbnrgli,  whsre  he  continued  tiH  the  1st  of 
January ;  on  that  day  though  tlm  Bishops,  his  d^lktors,  <kM%  to  ab- 
seut  themselves,  he  was  brought  be^M^  the  Oouneil,  and  the  King  s 
will  Climated  to  Jiim,  vh.  that  he  §ho^d  rstom  tof  Im  ofrarhouse, 
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ttntil  ths  Slsl  of  April,  and  th^n  transport  Mmself  again  to  lb*' 
Temesa,  and  remain  within  fonr  miles  hereof  during  the  KingV 
pleasure. 

Here  accordingly  he  remained  nntil  September  1624,  wh«i  he 
obtained  license  again  to  retnm  from  his  confinement  to  settle  some 
of  hb  domestic  af^rs,  bnt  the  condition  of  his  license  was  so  strait^* 
that  he  purposed  witb  himself  to  return  to  Inyemess.  In  the  mean 
time,  however,  the  King  died,  and  so  he  was  not  uiged  to  resume 
his  confinement ;  for  although  King  Charles  I.  renewed  the  tharge 
against  him  some  years  after,  yet  he  continued  mostly  in  his  own 
house,  preaching  and  teaching  whereyer  he  had  occasion. 

About  this  time  the  parish  of  Larbert,  having  neither  church 
nor  stipend,  he  both  repaired  the  church,  and  ^Uscharged  all  parts 
of  the  ministry.  Many,  besides  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish,  attend- 
ed upon  his  preaching  with  much  ben^t ;  and  it  would  appear,  that 
about  this  time  Mr.  Henderson,  then  Minister  of  Leuchars,  and 
afterwards  so  famous,  was  converted  by  his  ministry. 

At  this  place  it  was  his  custom,  after  the  fii^t  sermon,  to  retire- 
by 'himself  some  time  for  private  prayer,  and  on  one  occasion, 
some  noblemen  who  had  far  to  ride  sent  the  beadle  to  learn  if  theref 
were  any  appearance  of  his  coming  in.  Hie  man  returned,  saying, 
**  I  tihink  he  will  not  come  to  day,  for  I  overiieard  him  say  to 
another,  <  I  protest  I  will  not  go  unless  thou  goest  with  me.*  '* 
However  in  a  little  time  he  cune,  accompanied  by  no  man,  but  full 
of  ^e  blessing  of  Christ :  for  his  speech  was  with  nnich  evidence 
and  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  It  was  easy  for  his  hearers  to 
perceive  that  he  had  been  in  the  mount  with  God,  and  that  indeed  he 
had  brought  that  God  whom  he  had  met'in  private,  into  his  Mother's 
house^  and  into  the  chambers  of  her  that  conceived  him  / 

He  was  also  thought  to  have  somewhat  of  the  spirit  of  discerning^ 
fiitare  events,  and  seemed  prophetically  to  fs^esk  of  several  diings 
that  afterwards  came  to  pass.  And  it  is  moreover  affirmed,  that 
persons  distracted,  and  those  who  were  past  recovery  witb  the 
'felling  sickness,  were  brought  to  him,  and  were,  after  prayer  by  him' 
in  their  behalf,  fiilly  restored  from  that  malady.* 

Some  time  before  his  death,  being  at  Edinburgh,  where  through 
weakness  he  often  kept  his  chamber,  several  godly  mimsters,  who 
had  met  anent  some  matter  of  church  concernment,  hearing  he  was 
in  town,  came  and  gave  him  an  account  of  the  prelates*  actings. 
After  this,  he  prayed,  in  his  prayer  adverting  to  the  fiicts  they  luid 
stated,  and  thus  giving  a  very  sad  representation  of  the  case  of  the 
church ;  and  during  all  the  time  there  was  such  a  powerful  emotion 
felt  by  all  present,^  and  such  a  sensible  down-pouring  of  the  Spirit, 
that  they  could  hardly  contain  themselves.  Mr.  Wemyss  of  Latho- 
kar,  being  present,  at  departing,  said,  <*  O  how  strange  a  man  if 
this,  for  he  kaodceth  down  the  Spirit  of  God  upon  us  all ;"  referring 
to  his  having  divers  times  knocked  witk  Ids  fingers  upon  the  table 
in  the  time  of  that  prayer. 

•  Sk  JP)cmliif*«  FoUUiiiif  of  Scripture.  SmnA  cdMon.  p]>.  ill— 41ii 
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.  EOBBRT  BlUICSl  '  liQ 

»      About  tUb  bmef  he  rdbted  tibat  it  ttraiige  draam  6tecti«red  to  hhn. 
He  thought  he  taw  a  long  broad  book  with  black  boards,  flying  in 
.the  air,  widi  many  black  fowb  like  crows  flying  about  it;  and  as  it 
.tondied  any  of  them,  they  fell  down  dead:  and  that  he  heard  an 
audible  voice  speak  to  him,  saying,  ff€ec  est  ira  Dei  contra  paOoreg 
,eccleske  SeoHcanm  I  upon  whidi  he  fell  a  weeping,  and  prajring  that 
Ira  might  be  kept  faithful,  and  not  be  one  of  those  who  were  thiM 
atmck  down  by  the  torch  of  God*s  wrath,  for  deserting  the  truth. 
,He  said,  when  he  awakened,  he  found  his  pillow  drenched  with 
.tears.     The  acoon^lishment  of  this  dream,  I  need  not  insinuate* 
All  acquainted  with  our  Church  history  know,  that  soon  after 
P^rdaey  was  introduced  into  Scotland,  Bishops  set  up,  and  with 
them  ushered  in  those  Popish  and  Arminian  tenets,  those  corruptions 
4ind  that  pro&uty,  which  continued  to  prevail  for  many  years  after- 
wards. 

^  One  tame,"  says  Livingston  in  his  Memoirs,  ^'  I  went  to  Edin- 
burgh to  see  him,  in  company  with  the  tutor  of  Bennington.  When 
we  called  on  him  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  told  us  he  was 
not  inclined  for  company ;  and  on  beiVig  urged  to  tell  us  the  cause, 
he  answered,  tiiat  when  he  went  to  bed  he  had  a  good  measure  of 
.the  Lord^s  presence,  but  that  he  had  wrestled  about  an  hour  or  two 
before  we  came  in,  and  had  not  yet  got  access  ;  and  so  we  left  him. 
Aft  another  time,  I  went  to  his  house,  bnt  saw  him  not  till  very  late* 
.When  he  came  out  of  his  doset,  his  face  was  foul  with  weeping ; 
and  he  told  me,  that  that  day  he  had  been  thinking  on  what  torture 
«iid  hardsh^  Dr.  Le^^hton,  our  countryman,  had  been  put  to  at 
London  ;*  and  added,  if  I  had  been  faiths,  I  might  have  had  the 

eory,  and  some  of  my  blood  shed  for  Christ,  as  well  as  he,  but  he 
h  got  tiie  crown  from  us  all.' "  '<  I  heard  him  once  say,*'  die 
eame  writer  dedares,  <<  <  I  would  desire  no  more  at  my  first  appeal 
from  King  James,  but  one  hour's  converse  with  him :  I  know  he 
has  a  conscience,  I  laade  him  once  weep  bitterly  at  Holyroodhouse.' 
And  upon  anodier  occasion  in  reference  to  his  death,  he  said,  *  I  . 
wonder  how  I  am  k^t  so  long  here :  I  have  lived  two  years  already 


'  *  This  was  the  &moas  Leighioo,  Doctor  of  Dirinity  in  the  two  anlTsrsiilas  0/ 
%\m  Andrews  and  Leyden,  wIm,  for  writings  of  Z!on*s  Flea  against  Prelaey,  was 
n^prdisodsd  at  London  \xy  two  roffians,  brought  before  Archbishop  Land,  and 
asntsncid,  besides  a  fine  of  ^10,000,  to  be  tied  to  a  stake,  and  reoeiTe  thirty-six 
•tripes  with  a  triple  cord ;  and  then  to  stand  two  hoars  In  the  pillory,  (which  ho 
did  in  a  eold  whiter  night)  and  then  to  have  his  ear  out,  his  face  fired,  and  his 
tioss  snt ;  and  the  same  to  be  repeated  that  day  se*ennight,  and  his  other  ear  culj 
eir.  With  the  slitting  of  the  other  side  of  hb  nose,  and  burning  his  other  dieok.| 
An  this  was  cxecnted  with  the  utmost  rigour,  and  then  he  was  sent  prisoner  ta 
the  Fleet,  wh«ne  he  oontinned,  tiU  upon  a  petition  to  the  parliament  in  J 640,  h« 
was  rdeased,  and  got  for  his  reparation  a  vote  of  £6000,  which  it  is  said  was 
newr  paid,  and  made  warden  of  that  prison  wherein  he  had  been  so  long  confined  \ 
bat  titfougfa  infirmity  and  bad  treatment  ha  did  not  long  snrriTe,  being  then 
ssvsnty-two  years  of  sfe.  Sea  this  related  more  at  langtb  in  Stersnaoo's  Hislsrn 
Vol.  in.  p.  M8. 
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of  age."* 

Far  some  time  previoiis  to  his  iasA,  whkfa  hapfmeAhi  Avgfutt, 
1631,  he  waa,  Uirough  age  and  infinaitf,  mostly  eedfoeA  to  Mb 
chamber  Being  freqaeatly  visited  by  friends  and  aoqtmiiitaaom ; 
be  was,  on  one  ocGBeion>  asked  kow  Dsaliten  stood  behnxt  Ood 
and  bis  soul  ?  He  made  this  reply,  ^  When  I  wu  yoimg,  I  wiii 
diligent,  and  lived  by  fiuth  on  the  8onof  God ;  but  n«w  t  am  cid 
and  not  able  to  do  so  much,  and  yet  be  oondesoeods  to  feed  me  vfUi 
lumps  of  experience,*'  On  the  mesning  before  be  ^was  removed, 
bis  sickness  oonsisdng  chiefly  in  the  weakness  •f  age,  ke  oame  to 
breakfast ;  and  having,  as  nsual,  ealenjai  egg,  he  said  tm  his  4angk- 
tera,  <<  1  think  I  am  yet  hungry,  ye  may  bring  me  anodiar  egg.** 
But  instandy  thereaftw ,  fUling  kito  4tm  meditation,  and  after 
having  mused  a  little,  he  said,  <*  Hold,  daughter,  my  Master  calis 
me  !"  Upon  tliese  words,  his  sight  Suled  hfak;  and  oaHing  Cbr  his 
Family  Bible,  h^t  finding  he  oonld  not  see,  ke«aid«  ^  Cast  op  to  me 
the  eighth  chapter  of  the  epistle  to  the  Romans,  and  set  my  finger 
on  these  words,  I  am  persuaded  that  neiikerd&ath  norMfe,  ^  shaU  <fe 
able  to  sqxinUe  mefnm  the  lime  of  God  whiekisin  Chtiti  Jmu$  m^ 
Lortf.  <<  Now/  said  he,  ^<  is  my  finger  upon  than  ?*'  and  being  told 
it  was,  he  said,  **  Now  God  be  with  yon  my  cUUven ;  I  have  Amift- 
fasied  wilk  you,  and  shaU  et^  with  toy  Lord  Jesus  Christ  tida 
night  r  And  so,  like  Abrabam  e£  <dd,  he  gave  up  tke  ghost  in  m 
good  old  age,f  and  was  gathered  to  his  peqpla 

In  this  manner  did  this  bright  star  set  m  eur  horiaon.  Tksva 
were  none,  ki  his  timt ,  who  j^eaohed  with  such  manifiwtations  of  the 
power  of  the  Spirit ;  and  no  man  had  more  seals  «f  his  ministry; 
yea,  many  of  his  hearers  thought,  that  no  mm  race  the  days  of  mb 
jostles  ever  spoke  with  such  power.  And  aMkongh  he  was  me 
Boanerges,  as  being  of  a  slow  bit  grave  deUtery,  yet  he  ddlivend 
Jiimself  with  such  anthority  and  weighty  as  beflfpie  the  otadesof  the 
living  God.  Some  of  Uie  most  stout  hearted  of  his  heacers  were 
ordinarily  made  to  tremble^  and  by  thus  havikig  the  doer,  wUck 
had  formerly  been  shut  against  Jesus  Christ,  as  by  an  irresistible 
power  broke  open,  and  thesecrets  of  theb  heaits  made  manifest,  they 
oftentimes  went  away  under  deep  convictions.  In  prayer  ha  was 
short,  especially  in  public,  but  "  every  word  or  sentence  he  spoke 
was  as  a  Dolt  shot  to  heaven."  He  q>ent  mneh  of  his  time  in  private 
prayer.  He  bad  a  very  notable  fiMsuhy  in  aearcking  the  scriplores, 
and  explaining  the  most  obsan^e  mysteries  therein.  He  also  had 
nmdi  inward  exercise  of  conscience  anent  his  own  case,  and  was 
sometimes  tempted,  even  anent  that  grand  fundamental  truAf  the 
being  of  a  Goa ;  insomuch,  that  it  was  almost  custos»ry  to  him  to 


•  LiffagrtJM^a  MiDOBiHc  OMnustfn.  ^  74. 

t  By  tbo  cdca]aU«n  in  Uyiaf8tmkt>'B  seooiral^  be  behored  to  be  onlf  75  fean 
of  ssb;  b«l  CsMenrMd  OMket  bim  77,  and  «3r%  be  bad  aa  bODOonUe  burial» 
beinif  aeoompanied  witb  four  «r  five  tbooiaiid  peopU  to  tba  gnre.     See  Hbt 

p.  8ia 
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Ufy  arhe  Ad  wIma  lie  fitvt  spoke  in  the  pidpll,  '*  I  tiiink  it  a  great 
ttiatter  to  iNaU^ye  latere  is  a  God."  By  iuch  experience  he  was  the 
better  fitted  to  deal  with  others  under  the  ISke  temptations.*  Hay« 
mg  a  yery  m^esttc  oonntenance,  his  appearance  in  the  pulpit  wa^ 
good.  His  delirery  was  solemn,  impressive,  and  commanding ;  and 
to  spplj  to  his  sermons  die  reverse  of  the  figure  hj  which  as  above; 
one  of  his  hearers  describe  his  prayers,  **  or^  word  or  sentence 
lie  >.^iJl^c  was  liku  a  bait  nkot  from  heaven.** 

That  he  was  also  deeply  affiected  with  the  public  cause  and  interest 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  both  did  and  sufFered  much  on  account  of  it, 
the  facts  already  mentioned,  afford  abundant  evidence.  Perhaps 
no  one  of  his  age  was  mote  severely  treated  by  the  reigning  party, 
on  account  of  his  adherence  to  principle  and  duty.  It  appears, 
indeed,  as  if  they  acted  with  regard  to  him  on  a  settled  plan  of 
annoyance.  It  seems  to  have  been  determined  from  the  first,  that 
he  should  never  resume  his  place  and  honours.  But  yet  he  was  for 
years  tantalized,  by  having  the  hope  of  doing  so,  frequently  held  out  to 
him.  Either  such  terms,  however,  were  proposed,  as  it  was  known 
he  should  reject,  or  those  to  which  he  was  about  to  accede,  were 
of  a  sudden  withdrawn.  He  was  also  unceasingly  persecuted  by 
the  mean  jealousy  of  the  Bishops,  who  set  spies  on  his  conduct, 
sent  informations  to  court  i^inst  him,  and  procured  orders  to 
tffcaage  tke  [^ace  of  his  confinement  from  time  to  time.  Undoubted- 
ly, the  wfaide  of  the  treatment  ndiich  he  received,  was  very  dis- 
graoefnl  to  the  then  govermneilt.  Granting  that  he  gave  way  to 
acnqralosity — ^required  a  degree  of  evidence  as  to  Sie  guilt  of 
Oowrie,  -wbadk  he  needed  not  %owa^ds  simply  announcing  it,  and 
even  that  there  was  a  mixture  of  pifMe  in  ids  motives,  (concessions 
wiiich  many  wiU  not  be  di9posed  tQ  inake)  still  the  nice  and 
Higti  Sense  of  integrity,  whidi  he  mi^rmlt  displayed,  his  great 
Ififents,  and  the  eminent  services  which  he  had  perfbrmed  to 
Church  and  MM^  oflgfat  to  have  secnred  to  him  Very  different 
treatment  But  the  court  hated  him  fi^r  his  fidelity,  and  dreaded 
his  ittflaence  in  counteracting  its  favourite  plans.  As  another  con- 
rideration  whidi  rendwed  his  pardon  hopeless,  the  King  himself  wim 
eonscions  of  having  deet>ly  and  privatelv  injuria  him.  This  appe^u^ 
firom  the  following  facts,  which,  Hn  l^idition  to  those  already  detail- 
ed, cannot  but  be  acceptable  to  those  Who  fee!  interested  in  the  fate 
of  Una  grekt  and  good  man. 

Bruce,  when  in  fitvoor  with  the  court  in  the  year  1589,  had 
obtainod  a  gift  for  life,  out  of  the  lands  of  the  Abbev  of  Arbroath, 
which  he  had  enjoyed  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1598,  the  King 
privalelydMpoaedof^dstoIidtdHamikoik  He  nt  first  stirrad  up 
the  teaaots  of  the  Abbey  to  resist  payment,  and  when  this  expe- 
dient fyied  he  avowed  the  deed.  Bruce  signified  his  willingness  to 
yield  op  the  gift,  provided  the  Bang  retmned  it  m  his  own  hands^  ot 
ipfhe^  UtotiieiiMftof  the  rJmreh)  bat  learning  that  itwasto  ho 


"  Mr.   Blair  wky,  that  he  told  him,  that  fbr  Oufm  yean  he  diinl  not  My.  My 
C«d,  «m1  that  liit  eonioienoe  tmoCe  hiie  lor  tlia  miiti-lj9/air*«  MtmgirM,  p.  3d. 
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'bestowed  on  Lord  HamOton,  ho  resolyed  to  dof<fii4  Vs  Vf^  -  SB§ 
Majesty,  by  threats  and  penuastonsy  endeavoiired  to  induce  the 
Lords  c^  Session  to  give  a  decision  in  his  favour.  Th^yy  bowovert 
found  that  Brace's  title  was  valid  and  complete.  Upon  this  the 
King,  not  content  with  storming  at  the  judges  and  his  opponent's 
connsely  and  determined  to  obtain  his  object,  '*  wakened  tl^e  process" 
by  means  of  *two  ministers  in  Angus,  to  whom  he  transferred  part 
of  the  annuity.  And  notwithstan<&ng  a  private  settlement  of  the 
dispute,  which  was  sanctioned  by  the  Lords  of  Session,  he  after- 
wards so  set  aside,  and  altered  the  minute  of  Court,  that  by  it 
^race  was  deprived  of  the  greater  part  of  his  annuity,  and  made .  to 
hold  the  remainder  at  the  royal  pleasure;  upon  which  he  tjbgrew  up 
the  gift,  in  disdain.*       .  . 

As  a  writer,  Brace  may  be  regarded  as  having  been,  for  his  time^; 
both  substantial  and  eloquent.  The  forementioned  apology,  his 
Letters  to  M.  Espignol,  the  Duke  of  ^anna,  CoL  Semple  and 
others,  and  above  all,  las  live  Sermon^s  on  the  Sacrament,  toigether. 
with  Ids 'Miscellaneous  Sermons,  entitle  bim  to  this  character*  But 
it  is  more  especially  for  his  services  and  sufferings  in  the  cause,  of 
civil  and  rdigious  liberty,  that  he  is  entitled  to  the  respect  and. 
gratitude  of  posterity,  even  as  it  was  by  these,  especially^  that  )m 
oarned  the  esteem  and  adnuration  of  his  contemporaries.f 


jdSIAS  WELCH. 

This  eminent  Minister  of  the  Gompd,  was  a  jauDger  soil  of  tlio 
famous  John  Welch  of  Ayr,  and  Elizabeth  Knox,  daughter  of  the 
great  Reformer.  As  might  be  expected  from  such  parents,  he 
received  a  most  liberal  and  religious  education.  But  what  proved 
more  especially  the  source  of  his  reputation,  was,  that  he  was  heir 
to  his  fiUher  s  graces  and  virtues.  Although  he  had  received  all  the, 
branches  of  useful  learaing,  required  for  me  ministry,  yet  Prelacy, 
being  then  prevalent  in  Scotland,  he  kept  back  for  some  time  from 
the  office,  not  being  dear  in  his  own  mind  about  entering  into  it, 
by  the  door  of  Episcopacy.    But  some  time  after,  it  so  fell  out,  that 


'   *  Si^  for  thSs  and  the  fkreceding  paragrapb,  M<Crie*s  Life  of  HdrilL    Td.  11. 
pp.  16»— 171. 

f  Thftt  he  enjoyed  the  latter  In  no  email  dcffreev  tiie  followiBff  exprealooe  of 
that  great  man  Andrevr  MdTfl],  will  be  auffioieat  to  erinoe.  They  are  from 
letten  written  in  the  years  1613  and  1616.  **  I  cannot  but  hope,'*  eaye  he,  "  for 
aU  that  is  good  of  Bruce.  The  court  rumours  are  yaln  and  calumnious,  especially 
with  regard  to  furoes  flhe  him,  adorned  with  every  virtue,**  And  again, — *'  I 
ibank  yon  for  Mr.  Robert  Brace,  that  ermittmt  confenor  and  oinosf  mait^  of  oar 
Lord  Jesna.  The  Lord  keep  him  and  his  for  ever,  I  nerer  remember  him  and 
bis  wHiu»t  eomf^rt  %nd  heart  U/t  up  to  God.*'     Sec  M*Crie*t  Life  of  M^tOL 

Vol  n.  5^  437, 6W.  -▼ 
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meuUog  wldi  froithy  Mr,  Blairi  (who  was  then  a  minitter  at  Bangor 
in  Irebmd,)  liB  -was  exported  and  aolicited  to  go  orer  with  him, 
under  ihe  asaoranoe  that  there  he  would  find  work  enough,  and  he 
Koped  success  likewise.  Tliis  accordingly  wasr  tiie  cafe ;  for  upo^;i 
his  going  thither,  he  was  highly  honoured  of  the  Lord,  to  hring  the 
covenant  of  grace  to  the  people  at  the  Six-mile  waler^  and  having 
also  preached  sometime  at  Okktone,  he  was  afterward^  settled  i^ 
Temple-patrick,  where^  with  great  vigilance  and  diligence,  he  exer- 
cised his  office,  and  by  the  blessing  of  God  upon  his  labours  gained 
many  seals  of  his  ministry. 

But  the  devil,  envying  the  success  of  the  gospel  in  that  qnartei^ 
stirred  up  the  Prelatical  clergy  against  him,  and  in  May  1633, 
the  Bishop  of  Down  caused  to  cite  him,  together  with  Blair,  Liv- 
ingstone, and  Dunbar,  and  on  their  compearing,  urged  them  to  conr 
form,  and  give  their  subscription  to  that  effect.  But  they  answered 
with  great  boldness,  that  there  was  no  law  in  ^at  kingdom  reqjvr* 
ing  this  ;  yet,  notwithstanding,  they  were  all  four  deposed  by  him 
from  tlie  office  of  the  holy  ministry. 

After  this,  Welch  continued  some  thne  preaching  in  his  own 
house,  where  he  liad  a  large  auditory ;  and  such  was  his  desire  to 
gm  souls  to  Christ,  'that  he  €ommonlT  stood  in  a  door  looking 
towards  a  garden,  that  he  might  be  heard  by  those  without  as  w^ 
as  within ;  m  consequence  of  which,  being  of  a  weakly  oonstitotion, 
jbe.  oonlracted  a  cold  which  occasioned  his  death  in  a  short  time 
after. 

He  oontinned  in  this  way,  until  May  1634,  when  hy  the  inter- 
'jsession  of  L6rd  CSastlestoait  with  the  King  in  theur  behalf,  he  and 
Us  hretfaren  received  a  grant  from  the  Bishop  of  six  months' 
liberty.  Hus  freedom  he  most  gladly  embraced;  bnt  he  had 
JMneadied  only  a  few  weeks  in  h^  own  pnlpit  before  his  illness 
increased,  so  as  to  prevent  his  continuing  his  labours.  He  died 
rvery  iobn  aAerWiuds.  The  short  history  of  his  life  may  be  summed 
jap  in  the  words  of  one  who  knew  him  well,  who  had  been  his  com- 
panion m  labour  and  in  sufiering,  and  who  could  weU  appreciate  the 
Virtnes  by  which  he  was  adorned.  On  the  Sabbath  afternoon  before 
Jiis  dea^  wfaidi  was.  on  Monday  following,  ^*  I  heard,"  says  Mr. 
liringstone,  '*  of  his  sidmess,  and  came  to  him  about  eleven  o'clock 
si  night,  and  Mr.  Blair  came  about  two  hours  thereafter.  He  had 
many  gracious  discourses,  as  also  some  wrestling  and  exercise  of 
mind.  One  time  he  cried  out,  '  Oh  for  hypocrisy  r  on  which  Miv 
Bhur  said,  <  See  how  Satan  is  nibbling  at  his  heels  before  he  enter 
into  glory.'  A  very  little  before  he  died,  being  at  prayer  by  his 
bedside,  and  the  word  '  victory'  coming  out  of  my  mouth,  he  took 

^  hold  of  my  hand,  and  desiring  me  to  forbear  a  Uttle  and  clapping 
his  hands,  cried  out,  *  Victory,  victory,  victory  for  evermore ;'  he 

^Amk  desired  me  to  go  on,  and  in  a  little  expired. — His  death  hap* 
pened  on  the  23d  of  June,  i  634." 

.  He  died  in  the  flower  of  his  youth,  leaving  only  one  son  behind 
hun,  vis.  Mr.  John  Welch|  afUvwa^rds  minister  of  Irongray  in  Gal- 
loway. 
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Jom^  Qonwm  of  Loehfanmr^  («ft^rwBrds  VimxmiiV  Kmam^)  ims  ^ 
bom  t^M  ihe  year  1599.    He  reoeimed  H  ttmenMe  ilflM  of 
oduciitian;  buCthfough  tiie  cifootitflaiice  of  kk  bfar^  tke  cot'fplfaa 
of  the  age,  and  ai>oye  all,  tho  depmritf  of  nalnre  Mtd  wioil  ot 
rosrtanuidiig  gnioo,  ho  became  veiyiireligioiiB  TUiwaa 

in  ys  yoonger  years,  and  as  Might  be  expected,  when  arrived  an 
manhood  he  broke  ont  into  more  gross  aela  of  wickedness*  Yet  ifl 
llie  while  the  Lord  left  him  not  altogether  witkont  »  eheck  or 
witness  in  his  oonscienoe ;  for  vometinies  wlien  at  ordinances,  pap- ' 
-tiedarly  saeramental  occasions,  he  wonM  he  filled  wMi  a  senee  of 
-sin  borne  powerfully  in  npon  his  sonl,  which  he  was  scamely  aUefO 
wMstand.  Bnt  for  long  he  continued  a  strange  to  tme  and  stfving 
oenversion.  The  most  part  of  his  li^,  after  he  ad>ranced  hi  yeartr. 
he  spmt  like  the  rich  man  in  ^e  gospri,  casting  dbwn  bama  and 
building  greater  ones ;  for  at  his  honses  of  Rnsoo  ftnd  Kenmiut^  he 
wai  much  employed  in  buildii^  pftfkhig,  planting,  and  aeelung 
worldly  honours* 

About  the  year  16S8,  he  was  married  lo  the  tirtaoMs  aai 
vious  Lady  Jean  Campbell,  sister  to  the  Worthy  Mar^[nitef  Am^ 
bT  whom  he  had  sereral  chfldren,  one  of  whom  it  sippaars  died 
ahont  tiie  beginning  of  Ihe  year  1695 ;  shice  we  find  ftoduvfinrd,  a 
one  of  his  letters  about  that  time,  comforting  the  noble  Ladynpon 
'^  mournful  dispensation. 

In  16S3,  Charles  I.  in  honour  of  Ids  corotialiDn,  l»tla  plaoa  of 
his  l^h  and  first  parliament,  dignified  many  of  dw  Seoit  aobitttjr 
and  gentry  with  higher  titles  and  ^aees  of  oAce,  among  whoa  wae 
g^  John  Gordon,  who,  upon  the  8th  Of  M«y,  was  created  Visuni 
Kenmnir,  and  Lord  €k»rdon  of  Lochinvar.* 

Accordingly,  as  Yiscount,  he  came  to  the  paUMBoat  which  sat 
^wn  at  Edinburgh,  June  16th,  1638,  and  waftonesentthe  fiiM  dcf> 
but  remained  only  a  f^w  days  ^ei^itfter ;  fbr  Wnv  afiraid  to  dis«' 
please  the  King,  from  whom  he  had  already  received  some,  and  stiM 
expected  more  honours,  and  not  hairing  Uio  courage  to  gloiify  God 
by  his  presence,  when  His  csose  was  at  stake,  he  deseited  tiu  paiw 
fiament,  under  pretence  of  indisposition,  and  returned  heaoo  to  hfia 
house  at  Kenmuir  m  Galloway.  There  he  ^epc  seemly,  for  iboat 
n  year,  wfthout  check  of  conscience,  t^  Angntt  leM^tkavhisaAdit 
occasioned  his  return  to  Edbiburgh,  where  he  again  etnid  a  itw 
dayif,  not  knowing,  howerer,  that  with  the  ending  of  his  biiinaBss  he 
was  as  it  were  to  end  his  lifift.  He  returned  homo  «nder  aoae 
alteration  of  bodily  health,  and  from  that  dar  Ms  siekneaa  Increased 
nntil  the  12th  of  September  ensuing,  when  he  died. 

Bnt  Hie  Lord  had  other  Ihot^fhts  than  tibat  this  nohlenum  shonld 


"  *  Aboat  this  tinM  the  Klzif  crtated  one  Mftrquifl^  ttn  Earls,  two  ViMouati^  an^ 
^ht  Lords;  and  while  he  was  In  Scotland  he  dubbed  fifty-fbur  Knlgbti  oa  dlf- 
fum%  oecaaioDa.     See  CrawfonTs  BeeiH^ 
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aiiiiiimm  §0M»  t^iM^hkslii,  or  go  ««lt  of  «ld«  wofld  ttiobM»-v^ 
:— And  4ierefonr  it  pledwd  kfan,  )»f  hig  bodUy  idBk^oii  to  fihake  bk 
Aral  wkfa  lean,  tfaui  makkig  hrat  Bensible  of  the  potrcF  of  «t«niifl 
.wmtlvboAflMTlus«<rKfoo4,andfEit«iioxttii^  in  «illiet 

4i9»B,  aeviBr  to  wrong  iMr  eoiisdoaoM,  cnr  he  wanting  to  the  canM 
ATlirtQnst^f  Gody  %iien  'ho  giros  them  an  oppoHmHy  to  pn^ 
vioteit. 

'  Upon  fldbbalih  tho  S:iflt  of  Angnt,  Wing  mndk  weakened,  he  mk 
•vititoi  l>j  a  iMgiam  and  learned  mhdisler  who  then  lired  In 
CSalhiwsjr,  not  to  -Cnm  tho  honao  of  ;Kemnnir.  Hia  Lordsyp 
rejoiced  mmk  al  his  coming,  observing  the  goodnoiS  of  pmfidetMb 
InaanAng  hkm  houo^hpnruig'been  abaent  from  ChiUoway  for  aomo 
iame)  sooner  Aan  lie  ««pocted4~-'Alter  safiper,  lik  LordsUp  l»egiiii 
a  eonftavnae  with  the  minister,  showing  he  waa  miMh  talcen  <ttb 
wiOi^o^BBzaafdeathaadoxCMDtf  of  pain.  «i  nevw  dreamt;' 
and  he,  **  that  daatk  had.  sndi  m  tenable,  auataro,  and  gloomy  cotof- 
ienflflMe*  i  dane  not  dfte^  howbvit,  I  know  I  mi«t  die.'*--WlMlt 
^ehali  I  ^  ?  lor  i  dare  not  TonttDO  in  gfipa  with  denth,  beettdoe  I 
ftnd  my  ana  giievnoi,  and  so  nnny,  Aat  i  Mr  my  aoooont  is  ont  ^ 
Older,  and  not  so  as  booames  »  dying  nan  ?" 

The  mhtiater  for  aomo  time  diaoonraad<to  Um,  anettttJio  wyaJB* 
ness  of  nalnre,  whidi  is  in  all  men,  beliefora  not  oMDaptod,  wideh 
makes  tibem  afioaid  of  death  t  but  hopod  Christ  wookl  be  Ida  seoond 
in  tin  combat,  giving  him  to  rely  npon  JE£s  dtrino  strength ;  but 
wiAui  said,  <^  My  Lord,  I  fear  mora  the  gromd  of  your  fear  of 


death,  whidi  is  (as  yen  si^)  the  43onscioasneis  of  sin,  for  dMve 
ooold  be  no  plea  betwixt  yon  and  yom:  Lord,  if  yonr  ahia  wore 
taken  awmy  by  €htist;  and  therefore  make  that  «aro»  and  fiMT  not.** 
Jiis  Lordship  answered,  ^  I  hsro  keen  too  late  in  oaming  to  God ; 
mid  hare  deforred  the  lime  of  makt^p  asy  aoconnt  so  lottg,  that  I 
£Bar  I  have  bat  die  foolsdi  ▼iqfina'  part  of  it,  wlm  camo  andknodked 
^  ^door  of  die  bridegroom  too  late,  and  never  got  ia."' 

The  mmkter  having  hinted  at  some  holii  of  his  and  fall  lhdMr*a 
nns,  pacticolariy  the  cares  for  this  woikl  and  its  honours,  and  timik- 
ing  his  Lordship  designed  to  ojutcanate  hia  Indt,  drew  aeveral 
weighty  pn^>08itians  abtnt  the  fears  of  dninfh  and  Ids  eternal  all,  aa 
ide^nding  upon  Ms  being  in  or  ont  of  Christ ;  and  then  exhorted 
•him  in  llMsa  words :  ^  Tharef<Mre,  I  ontreat  yon,  my  Lord,  by  the 
mercies- of  God,  by  yonr  appearing  befeve  Oinat  as  yonr  Judge,  and 
by  the  salvation  of  your  aonl,  that  yon  look  ere  yon  leap,  and  enter 
not  into  eternity,  without  a  certafioata  tinder  ihie  Redeemof^s  hand, 
beeanse  it  is  said  of  the  hypocrite,  He  Ikth  dowfi  m  ike  ^wae  mti 
i^  5en«  arefitB  eftke  Hm  <fkii  youth."* 

Kemmur  refiHed,  ^<  When  I  begin  to  look  npon  my  life  I  thnk 
all  is  wrong  m  it,  and  the  lateness  of  my  reckoning  a£bighteth  me ; 
AevBtere  slay  with  me^  andshowmn  the  mailaiof  nchiklof  God, 
iar  yoa  must  be  my  second  in  this  combat;,  and  wait  upon  mo.    His 
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\Af  aiitirerod»  ^  Yon  mnsi  hftTo  Jesui  Oaanak  to  be  four  i 
|o  which  he  heartily  eaid,  <<  Amen— hot,"  oontimied  he,  *^  how  diall 
I  know  that  I  am  in  the  state  of  graee,f(Nr  while  I  would  be  refolTed. 
XBL^  feora  will  stifl  overbidden  me.**  The  miniater  SMd,  ^  My  Lord, 
acarpely  or  ever  doth  a  caraway  anxiously  and  eaceftdly  ask  ^ 
i|DeBtion»  whetheor  he  be  a  child  of  God  or  not."  Bat  he  excepted 
agunst  this  saying,  '<  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  reprobate  in  hell,  bat 
w«nld  with  aH  his  hearthave  die  kingdom  of  heaven."  The  minister 
having-  explained  the  different  desires  in  r^probiAes,  his  Lordship 
•aid,  ^  You  never  saw  any  token  of  tme  graee  in  me :  and  that  is 
my  giHBat.  and  only  fear."  ,  , 

l%e  minister  said,  *'  I  was  indeed  sorry  to  see  yon  so  fearfnlly 
earned  away  with  temptation,  and  you  know,  I  gtfve  yon  faithfbl 
warning,  that  it  would  come  to  this.  I  wish  your  soul  was  deeply 
humbled  for  sin ;  but  in  reference  to  your  question  I  thought  you 
ever  had  a  love  to  the  saints,  even  •  to  the  poorest,  who  earned 
Christ's  image^  although  they  could  never  serve  nor  profit  you  in 
any  way.  Now,  ^^  By  tkU  we  know  we  are  translated  from  death 
,wi0  Ufey  because  we  hoe  ^  brethreru*'*  At  last,  with  this  mark, 
afier  some  objections,  he  seemed  convinced.  Tlie  minister  then 
.ariced  him,  "  My  L^rd,  dare  yon  now  quit  your  part  in  Christ,  and 
subscribe  an  absdute  resignation  of  him  ?"  To  tins  he  refdied,  **  O 
.Sir,  that  is  too  hard,  I  hope  he  and  I  have  mora  to  do  together,  and 
I  will  be  advised  ere  I  do  that"  He  then  asked,  <'  What  mark  is  it 
to  have  judgment  to  discern  a  minister  called  and  sent  of  God  £pom 
'an  hirding  y*  The  nnnister  allowed  it  to  be  a  good  muk,  and  dted 
the  declaration  of  Christ :   My  eheep  know  my  fHnee,f 

At  die  second  conference,  tiie  minister  urged  deep  humiliation. 
;KennMiir  acknowledged  the  necessity  thereof;  but  said,  '^  Oh  I  if  I 
conld  get  him  I  But  sin  causeih  me  to  be  jealous  of  his  love  to  such 
.a  man  as  I  have  been."  The  minister  advised  him  ^  to  be  jealous 
of  himself  but  not  of  Jesus  Christ,  there  being  no  meeting  betwixt 
them  without  a  sense  of  sin."j:  Whereupon  hk  Lordship  said,  with 
ft  dtep  sig^  accompanied  with  tears,  <*  God  send  me  that ;"  and 
thereafter  reckoned  out  a  certain  number  of  his  sins,  which  were  as 
serpents  or  crocodiles  before  his  eyes.  The  minister  said,  that  deaA 
and  he  were  yet  strangers,  and  hoped,  he  would  tell  another  tale  ere , 
the  play  were  ended,  <<  and  l^iat  you  shidl  think  desA  a  sweet  mes- 
senger to  carry  you  to  your  father's  house."  He  .said  wkh  tears, 
*^  God  make  it  so ;"  and  desired  him  to  pray. 

At  the  third  conforence^  he  said,  ^  Dea^  bindeth  me  strait.  O 
kow  sweet  a  thing  it  is  to  sedc  God  in  health,  and  in  time  of  ' 
prosperity  to  make  our  accounts,  for  now  I  am  so  distempered,  thaf" 
>1  cannot  get  my  heart  framed  to  ^nk  on  my  redconing,  and  the 
.life  to  come."  The  minister  told  him,  ^  He  behoved  to  €gfat  against 
aicfaiess,  and  pain,  as  well  as  sin  and  deaths  seeing  it  is^  a  temptation." 
'— He  answned,  <<  I  have  taken  the  play  long,  Ood  hath  given  ma 


•IJohaULIi.  .tJolmz.i.  |  IiaUh  kd.  t  S- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


JOHN  GORDON,  VISCOUNT  J^ENMUIB.  i9T 

tfauty-fire  yean  fo  repent;  biit»  alas  I  I  haye  miapent  them :"  and 
with  thai  h»  cerered  fab  face  and  wept.'  The  minister  assured  him, 
that  although  his  day  was  far  spent,  yet  he  behoved  in  the  afternoon, 
yea,  when  near  evening,  to  run  finst  and  not  to  lie  in  the  field,  and 
miss  his  lodging ;  upon  which  he,  with  uplifted  eyes,  sud,  **  Lordi 
how  can  I  run?  Lord,  draw  me,  and  I  shall  run/*  The  ministei 
hearing  this,  desired  him  to  pray,  but  he  answered  nothing ;  yet, 
within  an  hour  after,  he  praved  b^ore  him  and  his  own  Lady,  very 
devoutly,  and  bemoaned  his  own  weakness,  both  inward  and  out- 
ward, saying,  ^  I  dare  not  knock  at  thy  door,  I  He  at  it  scrambling 
as  I  may,  tiU  thou  dost  come  out  and  take  me  in ;  I  dare  not  speak ; 
I  look  up  to  thee,  and  look  ibr  one  kiss  of  Christy's  faar  face.  O  when 
wilt  thou  come  !".  . 

At  the  fourth  conference,  he  charged  the  minister  to  go  to  a 
•ecret.  place  and  pray  for  1dm,  and  do  it  not  for  the  fiishion :  **  I 
know,'*  said  he,  ''prsyer  will  pull  Christ  out  of  heaven."  The 
minister  said,  **  What  raaU  we  seek,  give  us  a  commission  y*  He 
anawered,  "  I  charge  you  to  tell  my  beloved,  (hat  I  am  sM  ofVoneT 
The  minister  desired  if  they  shoidd  seek  life  or  recovery  for  him, 
lie  said,  <'  Yea,  if  it  be  God's  good  pleasure,  for  I  find  my  fear  of 
death  now  less,  and  I  think  €rod  is  now  loosening  the  root  of  thc^ 
deqp-grown  tree  of  my  soul,  so  firmly  fiistened  to  fids  life.**  The 
minister  told  him,  if  it  were  so,  he  behoved  to  covenant  widi  God, 
in  dedicating  himself  and  all  he  had  to  God  and  his  service ;  to 
which  he  heartily  consented*  and  after  the  minister  had  recited 
several  soriptures  for  that  purpose,  such  as  Psd.  IxxviiL  S6,  &c ;  he 
took  the  BiUe,  and  said,  <<mark  other  scriptures  for  me,"  and  he 
marked  2  Cor.  v.  Rev.  xxi,  and  xxiL  PsaL  xxxviiL  John  xv.  These 
places  he  turned  over,  and  cried  often  for  a  saving  view  of  Christy 
«"  O  Son  of  God,  fw  one  sight  of  thy  face!" 

When  the  minister  told  him  his  prayers  weve  heard,  he  took  hold 
of  his  hand,  and  drew  him  to  him,  and  said  with  a  sigh,  "  Crood  newt 
indeed  I"  and  desired  him  and  others  to  tell  him  what  access  they 
had  got  to  God  in  Christ  for  his  sool. — ^lliey  told  him,  they  had  got 
access ;  at  whidi  he  rejoiced,  and  said,  ^  Then  will  I  bdieve  and 
wait  on,  I  cannot  tiunk  but  my  belored  is  coming  leaping  over  the* 
mountains." 

When  firiends  or  others  whom  he  knew  feared  God,  came  to 
visit  him,  he  would  cause  them  go  and  pray  for  him,  and  sent  some 
of  tiiem  expressly  to  tiie  wood  of  Kenmuir  on  that  errand.  After 
some  alleviation  of  the  fever,  (as  was  thought)  he  caused  one  of  his 
attendants  to  call  the  minister,  to  whom  he  said,  smiling,  <<  Rejoice' 
now,  for  he  is  come.  O  I  if  I  had  a  tonj^e  to  t^  tiie  world,  what 
Jeans  Christ  hath  done  for  my  itoiiL" 

And  yet,  after  ail  this,  conceiving  hopes  of  recovery,  he  became 
for  some  days,  cardess,  remiss,  and  dead ;  and  seldom  called  for 
the  minister,  tiiough  he  would  not  su£Per  him  to  go  home  to  his 
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fk>ck.  Tliit  Us  lady  and  others  perodivli^,  went  kk  tlw  p]q^i^obio» 
and  adked  lu»  judgiodiit  anenl^  hisi.  Ho  plainly  tM  iiitm^  tbaw 
was  notldiig  bat  death  for  kirn  if  Im  fltuc  returned*  m  it  did.  Hiie* 
made  tii^  aiiiiitter  go  to  kimi  and  giM^e  Um  fiutlrfal  warning  of  hmt 
apfKtmMMg  daageff  tellii^  htm  hts  g^aaa  wm  shorter  than  he  wmi 
aware  of,  and  thivt  Satoa  weald  be  glad  to  steal  his  senl  out  of  tfao 
world  sleeping.  TJm  being  seconded  by  the  physMMn,  he  took  the 
minister  by  the  ha&4»  thanked  bun  for  his  fidthfiil  and  ^ain  dealing, 
and  acknowledged  the  folly  of  hisrdeeeiving  heart,  in  looking  oiF«i 
his  afeotioii  io  this  Hfo^  when  he  was  so  foirly  once  on  his  jouiaey 
towaid  heaven.  Ho  then  ordmwd  them  all  to  leare  the  chamber 
except  the  ukiister,  and  causing  him  to  shnt  the  door^  omfouiH? 
with  him  anent  thb  state  of  his  sonL 

A^fter  prayerv  the  ministw  told  him,  he  foared  that  his  former  joy 
had  not  been  well  grounded,  nor  his  kuail&ation  deep  eno«f;h ;  aad 
therefore  desired  him  to  dig  deeper,  repnssenting  his  offaaM^es  bodbi 
i^iainst  the  first  and  second  table  of  the  law ;  whereupon  his  Loffd« 
s^p  reckoned  out  a  number  of  great  sms,  and,  amongst  the  rest,  his 
desiorting  the  last  parttament,  aaying,  *<  Qod  knoweth  I  did  it  with 
foaxfol  wrestling  of  conscience,  my  light  pitying  m^e  heme  wi^i%. 
when  I  seemed  to  be  glad  and  joyfol  before  men***  The  minister 
bfiing  struck  with  astoniitouMit  at  tUs  reckonings  after  waA  iut 
appearances  of  grace  in  his  souly  stood  up  imd  read  the  first  eighfe 
Torses  in  the  sixth  chapter  of  the  epistle  to  the  I^brews,  and  dis^ 
conned  thereon ;  then  <nted  these  awfhl  words  of  the  E\uthful  and 
ti«e  witness,  Bui  ike  fearfkU^  and  unbeUemnffi  tmd  tik^  abrnm* 
mabkf  ^nd  vmrd&rw^  and  wh^remon^ferg^  and  mnterarSf  <md  idaka»%, 
a»dall  Uars  sbafl  have  ihekr  part  in  ikeiakewhich  humeA^iDkk  Jim 
a$id  bftmstone  ;  tvkick  is  ike  second  death  j'^  tmdihfmtfAAhvakhe]^ 
not  one  word  of  mercy  l&om  the  Lord  to  him,  and  so  turned  awn]^ 
firom  him*  At  this  1m  cried  out  bitteriy  and  wii^  maay  tearSy  so 
that  they  heard  him  at  some  distance,  saying,  **  God  armed  wMs 
justice  is  commg  against  me ;  I  would  die ;  I  dare  not  <Ue :  I  woold 
live;  I  dare  not  live:^  O  what  a  burden  is  the  hand  of  an  angry 
God?  Oh  I  what  shall  I  do  ?  Is  there  no  h^  of  mercy?"  In  thia: 
agony  he  lay  for  some  time.  Some  exclaimed  against  the  miniater 
that  he  would  loll  him, — others,  that  he  would  drire  him'  to  despaifv 
Bnt  he  bore  with  them,  retiredto  a  sacrat  place»  and  sought  wimls 
from  God  to  speak  to  Um  still  fiirther* 

Aiter  this  another  minister  came  to  visit  him,  to  whom  he  eaid^ 
"  He  hatii'  slain  me ;"  but  before  the  minister  could  answer  for  faio^ 
sel4  added,  "  Not  he,  but  the  Spirit  of  God  in  him."  The  minister 
saidf  <<  Not  I,  but  the  law  hath  slain  yon :"  tcHing  him  witiial,  that  the- 
Lord  had  a  process  against  the  house  €i  KennHmv  The  other, 
minister  read  the  history  of  Manasseh,  his  wicked  life,  and  how  the 
Lord  was  entreated  of  him.     But  the  former  ministerf  stiil  spoke 

•  Rev.  xxL  a 
f  Thifl  minister  it  suppowd  to  have  l>eea  Mr.  Ratherford,  who  wai  laid  by  tome, 
to  be  the  author  of  the  pamphlet,  entitled,  "  The  X<ast  and  Heavtnly  Spotcii,  &c. 
of  John  Vitoount  of  Kenmuir.*' 
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«f  yfmMki  Hfb^»  he  biew  he  tvas  cotraaely  pked  bodi  iaMiy 
andiftbidy  b«l  wImiA  w^vUbelhiiikof  ikebkQof  fireaadbrauAt^ 
«C  «yfrl«ildQg  biintlii9>  vni  of  ut^er  dvjoieis,  with  the  devil  and  his 
angels  I  His  Lordship  answered,  **  Woe  is  me  I  if  I  ilMald  MoStt 
mf  thcfi^^  to  ^twioil  ufKui  i^  it  were  eaoagh  to  gbiim  me  to  go 
•at  of  my  seSMies  s  b«t  I  pray  you^  what  shall  I  do  ?"  The  minister 
told  him  he  was  ev«n  now  in  the  samff  sitoation,  mdy  the  sentence 
was  not  giFea  out,  and  therefore,  desired  him  to  monm  for  offend* 
kkg  God:  and  s^d  Bsuther,  **  What,  my  Lord,  if  Christ  had  given 
aofit  die  sentence  of  oondemaation  agiunst  yon»  and  oome  to  yoor 
hedrida  and  told  you  of  it,  wonld  yon  net  still  love  him,  trust  in  him 
end  ha«g  vipon  him?"  He  answered,  <<  Grod  kaoweth,  T  dnrst  not 
diaOange  hm :  althoni^  he  should  slay  me,  I  wovid  still  lore  him ; 
yea»  ihoogh  the  Lord  shauU  slay  me,  yet  will  I  tivst  in  him :  I 
iriU  lie  d^wnat  6od*s  fbet^  let  him  trample  upon  me ;  if  I  die,  I  will 
^  al  CSbrisfc's  ftet."  The  minister  finding  hnn  clainAng  kindness  to 
Clhnat,  and  hearing  him  oflien  cry,  **  O  Son  of  God  where  art  thou, 
wi^fm  wHt  the«  Gome  to  me;  Oh  I  for  a  love4ook  V*  said,  <<  Is  it 
momShket  my  licrd,  that  yen  can  lore  and  longfiHr  Christ,  and  he  doI 
fo^ne  and  long  &r  yon?  Can  love  and  kinriness  stand  oi^  on  yevup 
4da?  is  year  poor  lo^  more  than  isfinite- love,  seeing  he  hadi  sakl» 
(Sam  a  moaumjbr^  her  mickm^  chUd^  tkat  ske  sktmld  not  ha»9  com^ 
pBUian^im.Atstmpf  her  womb  f  pm^  thif  men^  forgity  yet  ¥piU  I  not 
firget  ihee.^  My  Lord,  be  persndmit  yeri  are  graven  upon  the 
pikm  of  his  handB."  Ibon  this,  he,  widi  a  hearty  smile,  looked 
ahont  to  •  gentLeauui,  (obb  of  his  attendants)  and  said,  <'  I  am 
milteBy  man,  imon  the  pelma  of  Cksist's  handsy  he  will  net  i^irgel 
me ;  ia  mot  t\m  brave  talldng  ?" 

Afierwarih,  the  nmiaterfiadiii^  Mm  weaker,  said,  **  My  Lord,  l9ie 
ipaneago  iagj  Is  drawiflg  aear ;  asafce  ready ;  set  asMe  all  care  of 
yonr  ealale  and  the  world,  and  g^ve  yoarsetf  to  meditation,  aad 
anqrer,  and  spiiitDal  ooitfecenee*"  Aikr  that,  he  was  observed  to 
Daatill  ia  ezereaBe;  and  wiien  none  were  near  him,  he  was  found 
pnyng;  yea,;  when  tot  ^ppearancey  sle^pinr,  he  was  overheard  to  be 
eiegaged  ia  that  duty.  Mtms  seme  sleep,  he  oaUed  for  one  of  hia 
»  with  whom  he  was  not  aa  yet  reconcded,  and  also  for  a 
who  had  before  offtodad  him,  that  they  might  be  fHends 
l;  whieh  was  done  qucldy*  To  the  aunister  he  said,  <'  I  have 
ad  of  offence  against  yon,  as  a  nataral  man,  and  now  I  do  t^ 

Elhat  a^dh  all  aAen  breathing  could  nothave  moved  me  to  do ; 
now,  beeaase  the  Hel^  li^int  commands  me,  I  must  obey,  and 
thenefi»re  Areely  forgive  yon,  as  I  woidd  wish  yoa  to  forgive  me«— ^ 
Ton  are  in  an  emkieat  station,  walk  before  God  and  be  iMoM  to 
your  odliag ;  take  heed  to  your  steps ;  walk  in  the  right  road ;  hol^ 
yoor  eye  right:  for  all  the  world,  decline  net  from  tidiness ;  and 
tekaexample  by  me."  To  his  kiasaaan  he  said,  <*  Serve  the  Lord, 
and  fcdlow  not  the  footsteps  of  year  latheMn-htw,"  for  he  had 
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tharri^  the  Bidibp  of  GaUoway's  dimghter;  ^leaku  to  know  Chat 
jrou  have  a  aoul,  for  I  gay  unto  yon,  not  the  thonaandth  part  of  ^lo 
world  know  that  they  have  a  sool  I  The  world  liveth  without  any 
aense  of  God." 

He  desired  the  miniater  to  sleep  in  a  bed  made  •in  a  chamber  by 
him,  and  urged  him  to  take  sle^,  iaying,  <<  You  and  I  have  a  fir 
journey  to  go  ;  make  ready  for  it."  Four  nights  before  ha  death,' 
he  would  drink  a  oup  of  wine  to  the  minister,  who  sa&d^  ^  ReceiT^ 
it,  my  Lord,  in  the  hope  that  you  shall  drink  of  the  pure  river  of 
the  water  of  life,  prooeeding  from  the  throne  of  God  and  of  the 
Lamb.*'  And  when  the  cup  was  in  his  hand,  with  a  smiling  oonn- 
tenance,  he  said,  <<  I  think  I  have  good  cause  to  drink  with  a  good- 
will to  you."  After  some  heaviness,  the  mmister  said,  <<  My  Lord,* 
I  have  g^od  news  to  tell  you.  Be  not  a£raid  of  death  and  jndgw 
ment,  because  the  process  that  your  Judge  had  against  yon  is  can- 
^  celled  and  rent  in  pieces,  and  Christ  hath  trampled  it  under  hif 
feet."  To  this  he  answered  with  a  smile^  <*  Oh  !  that  is  good  news,* 
I  will  then  believe  and  rejoice,  for  sure  I  am,  that  C3u-ist  and  I  once 
met,  and  will  he  not  come  again  ?"  The  minister  said,  ^*  Yon  have' 
gotten  the  first  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  the  earnest  thereof  and  Christ 
will  not  lose  his  earnest;  therefore  the  bargain  betwixt  him. and 
▼on  holdeth."  Then  he  asked,  ''  What  is  Christ  like,  that  I  may 
know  him  ?"  The  minister  answered,  ^  He  is  like  love,  the  chief 
among  ten  thousand,  and  altogether  lovely."* 

The  minister  said,  <<  My  Lord,  if  you  had  the  man  Christ  in  your 
arms,  would  your  heart,  your  breast,  and  sides  be  pained  ?"  He 
answered,  <<  God  knoweth  I  would  foig^  my  pain,  and  thrust  him 
to  my  heart;  yea.  If  I  had  my  heart  in  the  pahns  of  my  hand,  I. 
would  give  it  to  him,  and  thiidc  it  a  gift  unworthy  of  him."  He 
complained  of  Jesus  Christ  in  coming  and  going—*'  I  find,"  said  he,' 
«  my  soul  drowned  in  heaviness ;  when  the  Lord  oometh,  he  stayedi 
not  long." — The  minister  said,  **  Wooers  dwell  not  together,  but 
married  folk  take  up  house  and  sunder  not ;  Jesus  Christ  is  now 
wooing,  and  therefore  he  feedeth  his  own  widi hunger;  which  is  as 
growing  meat  as  even  the  sense  of  his  presence."  He  sud  often, 
"  Son  of  God,  when  wilt  thou  come  ?  God  is  not  a  man,  tibat  he 
should  change;  or  as  the  son  of  man,  that  he  should  repent.  Tlmn 
that  come  to  (Jurist,  he  casteth  not  away,  but  raiaeth  them  i:q>  at  the 
last  day."  He  was  heard  to  say  in  his  sleep,  <*  My  beloved  is  mine, 
and  I  am  his."  Being  asked,  if  he  had  b^n  sleeping?  he  said,  he 
had;  but  he  remembered  he  had  been  making  a  claim  to  duist. 
He  asked,  «  When  will  my  heart  be  loosed,  and  my  tongue  untied, 
that  I  may  express  the  sweetness  of  the  love  of  God  to  my  soul;** 
and  before  the  minister  answered  any  thing,  he  answered,  *'  Even 
when  the  wind  bloweth." 

At  another  time,  being  asked  his  judgment  anent  the  ceranoniea 
then  used  in  the  CSiurch,  he  answerod,  '<  I  think,  and  am  persuaded 
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in  my  conscience,  they  are  superstitious,  idolatrous,  antichristian, 
aad  come  firom  hett.  I  repute  it  a  mercy  that  my  eyes  shall  not  see 
the  desolation  that  shall  come  upon  this  poor  Church.  It  is  plain 
Popery  that  is  coming  among  you.  God  help  you,  God  forgive  the 
nobility,  for  they  are  either  cold  in  defending  the  true  religion,  or 
ready  to  welcome  Popery  ;  whereas  they  should  resist :  and  woe  he 
to  a  dead  time-senring  and  profane  mimstry  I" 

He  called  his  lady,  and  a  gentleman  who  had  come  to  visit  him, 
and  caused  the  door  to  be  shut,  and  then  irom  his  bed  directed  his 
speech  to  the  gentleman  ^us :  **  I  ever  found  you  faithful  and  land 
to  me  in  my  1& ;  therefore  I  must  now  give  you  a  charge,  which 
yoQ  riiall  deliyer  to  all  noblemen  you  are  acquiunted  with;  go 
tbrongh  them,  and  show  them  from  me,  that  I  have  found' the 
weight  of  the  wrath  of  God  for  not  giving  testimony  for  the  Lord, 
when  I  had  occasion  once  in  my  life  at  the  last  parliament.  For 
this  fault  how  fioxe  hare  I  found  the  wrath  of  t^e  Lord  I  My  soul 
ha^  raged  and  roared ;  I  hare  been  grieved  at  the  remembrance  of 
it.  Tell  them  that  they  will  be  as  I  am  now :  encourage  my  friends 
that  stood  for  the  Lord ;  tell  them  that  failed,  if  ^ey  would  wish  to 
have  mercy  when  they  are  as  I  am  now,  they  must  repent,  and 
crave  mercy  of  the  Lord.  For  all  the  earth  I  would  not  do  as  I 
hove  done.* 


*  In  tJie  akore  pumge  ire  have  an  instanee  of  the  workhkg»  of  oonscience, 
tuch  as  is  nerer  incident  to  the  experience  of  the  worldling.  He  Indeed  can 
readily  oonoeiTe  that  for  great  crimes  like  murder,  adultery,  p^ury  or  ii^ustioe, 
there  may  be  felt  a  degree  of  remorse  such  as  is  here  expressed.  But  that  such  a 
trifling  dreumstance,  (for  so  he  may  he  apt  to  term  it)  as  that  here  alluded  t<H 
should  cause  such  extreme  mental  anguish  to  the  dying  viscount,  will  seem  to  him 
quite  incredible,  on  any  principle  but  that  of  insanity.  In  the  estimation  of  such 
an  indiridoal,  the  crime  of  being  abeent  from  parliament  when  his  duty  to  the 
cause  of  God  and  truth  required  him  to  be  present,  will  appear  but  triviaL  He 
win  be  upt  to  wonder  indeed  that  it  should  even  be  remembered,  or  if  remember- 
ed at  all,  tliat  it  should  create  a  single  uneasy  feeling  in  any  mind  whatever.  He 
is  a  stranger,  however,  to  the  movements  of  an  awakened  oonsoiMice ;  especially 
when  these  are  connected  vrith  the  immediate  prospect  of  «death.  In  such  dr- 
cumstanees,  and  under  such  experience,  the  neglect  of  God's  glory,  the  preference 
of  interest  to  duty,  and  of  the  favour  of  an  earthly  sovereign  to  that  of  Him 
whose  &vour  is  better  than  life,  will  indeed  be  felt  to  be  a  sin  of  no  trifling 
amount.  It  will  appear  to  the  consdenoe  to  be  full  of  iniquity,  as  implying  a 
tadt  rejection  of  God's  authority,  and  an  opeh  dereliction  of  his  cause  in  the 
world.  And  when  it  is  thus  apprehended,  in  the  near  prospect  of  being  sisted  at 
hb  tribunal,  it  will  not  fail  to  dictate  expresdons  equally  strong  as  those,  which,  in 
the  above  passage  are  ascribed  to  Kenmuir.  Kay,  what  is  mors,  it  will  lead  him 
who  is  the  sulvject  of  such  experience,  to  a  dmilar  anxiety,  in  warning  others 
against  the  sins  of  which  he  has  been  guilty,  and  in  employing  every  means  which 
is  stlU  left  him,  even  In  the  immediate  view  of  death,  to  counteract  their  influ- 
ence and  to  avert  their  consequences.  Indeed,  it  is  only  when  this  is  the  case, 
that  a  man's  repentance  can  be  deemed  sincere.  For  to  fed  genuine  sorrow  on 
aeeoont  of  conduct  which  yet  we  do  not  attempt  to  relinquish  and  to  remedy,  as 
well  as  to  guard  others  against  it,  seems  quite  incompatible  with  the  structure  of 
the  human  mind. 
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To  one  of  his  kinsmen,  he  said,  *'  I  love  yoii»  novl  and  body ;  yoa 
are  a  blessed  man  if  you  improve  the  blessed  means  of  the  word 
preached  to  you.  I  would  not  have  you  drown  yourself  so  much 
m  the  coneems  of  this  world,  as  I  did.  My  grief  is,  that  I  had 
not  the  opportunity  of  good  means,  as  you  have ;  and  if  yon  make 
not  a  right  use  of  them,  one  day  they  shall  be  a  witness  against 
you." 

To  the  Lo«d  Henries,  his  brother-in-law,  he  said,  **  Mock  not  at 
my  counsel,  my  Lord.  In  case  you  follow  the  course  you  are  in^ 
you  shall  never  see  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ ;  you  are  deceived  with 
the  merchandise  of  the  whore,  that  makes  the  world  drunk  out  of 
the  cup  of  her  fornication ;  your  soul  is  built  upon  a  sandy  founda- 
tion. When  you  come  to  my  state,  you  will  find  no  comfort  in 
your  religion.  You  know  not  what  wrestling  I  have  had,  before  I 
came  to  this  state  of  comfort  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  not 
gotten  with  a  skip  or  Leap,  but  with  much  seeking  and  thrusting." 

To  his  sister,  he  said,  '<  Who  knows,  but  the  words  of  a  dyii^ 
brother  may  prevail  with  a  loving  sister  I  Alas  1  you  incline  to  a 
rotten  religion ;  cast  away  these  rotten  rags,  they  will  not  avaO  yon, 
when  you  are  brought  to  this  case,  as  I  am.  The  half  of  die  world 
are  ignorant,  and  go  to  hdl,  and  know  not  that  they  have  a  souL 
Read  the  Scriptures,  they  are  plain  easy  language  to  all  who  desire 
wisdom  from  Grod,  and  to  be  led  to  heaven." 

To  a  gentleman,  his  neighbour,  he  said,  "  Your  soul  is  in  a  dan- 
gerous case,  but  you  see  it  not.  Leave  these  sinful  courses.  There 
are  small  means  of  instruction  to  be  had,  seeing  the  most  part  of  the 
ministry  are  profane  and  ignorant.  But  search  God's  word  for  the 
good  old  way,  search  and  find  out  all  your  own  ways." 

To  a  gentleman,  his  cousin,  he  said,  '^  You  are  a  young  man,  and 
know  not  well  what  you  are  doing.  Seek  6od*s  direction  for 
wisdom  in  your  afiairs,  and  you  f4all  prosper ;  and  learn  to  know, 
that  you  have  need  of  God  to  be  your  friend." 

To  another  cousin,  he  said,  "  David,  you  are  an  aged  man,  and 
you  know  not  well  what  an  account  you  have  to  ma^ke.'  I  know 
you  better  than  you  believe,  for  yon  worship  God  according  to 
men*s  devices ;  you  believe  lies  of  God  ;  your  soul  is  in  a  dreadful 
case ;  and  till  you  know  the  truth,  you  shall  never  see  your  own 
way  aright" 

To  a  young  man,  his  neighbour,  "  Because  you  are  but  young, 
beware  c^  temptation  and  snares;  above  all,  be  careful  to  keep 
yourself  in  the  use  of  means ;  resort  to  good  company,  and  howbeit 
you  be  named  a  Puritan,  and  mocked,  care  not  for  that,  but  rejoice, 
and  be  glad  that  such  admit  you  to  their  society ;  for  I  must  tell  . 
you,  when  I  am  at  this  point  in  which  you  see  me,  I  get  no  oth^ 
comfort  to  my  soul  from  any  other  second  means  nndcr  heaven,  but 
from  those  who  are  nick-named  Puritans.  Hiey  are  the  men  that 
can  give  a  word  of  comfort  to  a  wearied  soul  in  due  season ;  and 
that  I  have  found  by  experience." 

To  one  of  liis  natural  sisters,  '^  Mv  dove,  thou  art  young, 
alas,  ignorant  of  God.     I  know  thy  breeding  and  upbringing 
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enough ;  seek  die  Spirit  &(  ragcneration,  Oh  I  if  thoQ  kBcnrert  it>  a&A 
didst  feel  the  power  of  the  Spirit  as  I  do  now  I  Thhik  not  all  is  goilO 
because  your  brother  is  dead.  Trust  in  Grod,  and  beware  of  the 
follies  of  yonlh.  Give  yourself  to  reading  and  praying,  and  be 
careful  in  hearing  God's  word,  and  take  heed  whom  you  hear,  and 
how  you  hear,  and  €rod  be  with  you." 

To  a  minister,  he  said,  <'  Mr.  James,  it  is  not  holiness  enough  to 
be  a  maltster,  for  you  ministers  have  your  own  &ults,  and  those 
more  heinous  than  others.  I  pray  you,  be  more  painM  in  your 
calling,  imd  take  good  heed  to  the  fh>€k  of  God ;  know  that  every 
soul  that  perisheth  by  your  ne^igence,  shall  be  counted,  to  your 
soul,  murdered  before  God.  Take  heed,  in  these  dangerous  days^ 
how  you  lead  the  people  <^  €U>d :  take  heed  to  your  ministry." 

To  Mr.  George  G^espie,  then  his  chaplain,  *^  You  have  carried 
yourself  discreetly  towards  me,  so  that  I  cannot  blame  you.  I  hope 
you  shall  prove  an  honest  man ;  If  I  have  been  at  any  time  harsh  to 
you,  forgive  me.  I  would  I  had  taken  better  heed  to  many  of  yomr 
words,  I  might  have  gotten  good  by  the  means  God  gave  me,  but  I 
made  no  use  of  them.-  I  am  grieved  for  my  ingratitude  against 
my  loving  Lord,  and  that  I  should  have  sinned  against  him  who 
came  down  from  heav^i  to  earth,  to  die  for  my  sins ;  the  sense  of 
tius  love  borne  in  upon  my  heart,  hath  a  reflex  effect,  making  mO' 
love  my  Saviour,  ai^  grip  to  him  again." 

To  another  of  his  kinsmen,  he  said,  "  Learn  to  use  your  time 
welL  Oh,  alas  I  the  ministers  in  this  country  are  dead.  God  help 
you,  ye  are  not  led  right,  ye  had  need  to  be  busy  among  yourselves. 
Men  are  as  careless  in  the  practice  of  godliness  as  it  were  but  words, 
£ishions,  signs,  and  shows ;  but  all  these  will  not  do  the  turn.  Oh  I 
hut  I  find  it  hard  now  to  thrust  in  and  take  the  kingdom  ^  heaven 
by  force." 

To  two  neighbouring  gentlemen,  he  said,  **  It  is  not  rising  soon 
in  the  morning,  and  running  to  the  park  or  stone  dyke  that  wiH 
bring  peace  to  the  conscience,  whm  it  comes  to  this  part  of  the  play. 
You  know  how  I  have  been  beguiled  with  tins  worid,  I  wouUL 
counsel  yon  to  seek  that  '  one  thing  needful,'  even  the  salvation  of 
your  souls." 

To  a  cousin,  a  baillie  of  Ayr,  he  said,  *^  Robert,  I  know  you  have 
light  and  understanding :  and  though  yon  need  not  be  mstruded  by 
me,  yet  you  need  to  be  incited.  Care  not  overmndi  for  the  world,  but 
make  use  of  good  means  which  you  have  in  your  country,  for  here 
is  a  pack  of  dumb  dogs  that  cannot  bark ;  they  tell  over  a  dash  of 
terror,  and  clatter  of  comfort,  without  any  sense  or  life." 

To  a  cousin  and  another  gentleman  who  was  along  with  him,  he 
said,  "  Ye  are  young  men,  and  have  far  to  go,  and  yet  it  may  be, 
some  of  you  have  not  far  to  go,  but  though  your  journey  be  short, 
it  is  very  dangerous.  Now  are  you  happy,  because  you  have  time 
to  lay  your  accounts  with  Jesus  Chrnt  I  entreat  you  to  give  your 
youth  to  Christ,  for  it  is  the  best  and  most  acceptable  gift  you  can 
give  him.  Give  not  your  youth  to  the  devil  and  your  lusts,  and 
then  reserve  nothing  to  Jesus  Christ  but  your  rotten  bones :  it  is  to 
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be  feared  that  then  he  will  not  aocq>t  you*     Learn,  dierefore,  to 
watch,  and  take  example  by  me«" 

He  called  Mr.  Liamb,  who  was  then  Bishop  of  Cralloway,  uid 
commanding  all  others  to  leave  the  room,  he  had  a  long  conference 
with  him,  exhorting  him  earnestly  not  to  molest  or  remove  the 
Lord's  servants,  or  enthral  their  consciences  to  receive  the  five 
articles  of  Perth,  or  do  any  thing  against  their  consciences,  as  he 
would  wish  to  have  mercy  fn)m  God.  The  Bishop  answered,  ^'  My 
Lord,  our  ceremonies  are,  of  their  own  nature,  but  things  indif- 
ferent, and  we  impose  them  for  decency  and  order  in  God*s  Kirk. 
They  need  not  stand  so  scrupulously  on  them  as  matters  of  con- 
science in  Grod*s  worship.*'  My  Lord  replied,  <<  I  will  not  dispute 
with  you,  but  one  thing  I  know,  and  can  tell  you  from  dear  expe- 
rience, that  these  things,  indeed,  are  matters  of  conscience,  and  not 
indifferent ;  and  so  I  have  found  them.  For  since  I  lay  on  this  bed, 
the  sin  that  lay  heaviest  on  my  soul,  was,  withdrawing  myself  from 
the  parliament  and  not  giving  my  voice  for  the  truth,  agaii^t  these 
things  which  you  call  indifferent ;  imd  in  so  doing,  I  have  denied  the 
Lord  my  God." — When  the  Bishop  began  to  commend  him  for  his 
well4ed  life,  putting  him  in  hopes  of  health,  and  praised  him  for  his 
dvil  oaniage  and  behaviour,  saying,  he  was  no  oppressor,  and  with- 
out any  known  vice,  he  answered,  '^  No  matter ;  a  man  may  be  a 
good  civil  neighbour,  and  yet  go  to  hell." — The  Bishop  answered, 
"  My  Lord,  I  confess  we  have  all  our  faults ;"  and  thereafter,  he 
inasted  so  long,  that  my  Lord  thought  it  impertinent.  This  made 
him  interrupt  the  Bishop  saying,  *^  What  should  I  more,  I  have  got 
a  grip  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  Christ  of  me."  On  the  morrow,  Uie 
Bishop  came  to  visit  him ;  and  upon  asking  how  he  did,  he  answered, 
*<  I  thank  God,  as  well  as  a  saved  man  hastening  to  heaven  can 
be." 

After  he  had  g^ven  the  derk  of  Kirkcudbright  some  suitable  advice, 
anent  his  Christian  walk  and  particular  calling,  he  caused  him  swear, 
in  the  most  solemn  terms,  that  he  should  never  consent,  but  oppose 
the  election  of  a  corrupt  minister  or  magistrate.  To  his  coachman, 
he  said,  *'  You  will  be  apt  to  go  to  any  one  who  will  give  you  the 
most  hire  ;  but  do  not  so :  go  where  you  can  get  the  best  company ; 
though  you  get  less  wages,  yet  you  will  get  the  more  grace."  He 
then  made  him  hold  up  his  hand,  and  promise  before  God  so  to  do. 
— And  to  two  young  serving-men,  who  came  to  him  weeping  to  get 
his  last  blessiog,  he  said,  <<  Content  not  yoiu*selves  with  a  superficid 
view  of  religion,  blessing  yourselves  in  the  morning,  only  for  a 
fashion ;  yea,  though  you  would  pray  both  morning  and  evening, 
yet  that  will  not  avail  you,  except  likewise  ye  make  your  account 
every  day.  Oh  I  ye  will  find  few  to  direct  or  counsel  you ;  but  I 
will  tell  you  what  to  do,  first  pray  to  the  Lord  fervently,  to  enlighten 
the  eyes  of  your  mind,  then  seek  grace  to  rule  your  afiections ;  yon 
will  find  the  g^ood  of  lliis  when  you  come  to  my  situation."  Then 
he  took  both  their  oaths  to  do  so. 

He  gave  many  powerful  exhortations  to  several  persons,  and 
cansed  each  man  to  hold  up  his  hand,  and  swear  in  his  presence. 
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Chat  by  God's  grace  he  should  forbear  his  former  sins,  and  foUow 
his  advice. 

When  grring  a  diTine  oounsel  to  a  friend,  he  rested  in  the  midst 
of  it,  and,  loolmig  np  to  heaven,  prayed  for  a  loosened  heart  and 
tongne  to  express  the  goodness  of  Crod  to  men ;  and  thereafter  went 
on  in  his  couns^,  not  nnlike  Jacob,  who  in  the  midst  of  his  dying 
prophetical  address,  rested  a  little  and  said,  /  have  waited  for  tky 
Mohation,  O  Lord.* 

He  gare  to  his  lady,  divers  times,  an  honourable  and  ample 
testimony  of  her  holiness,  g^dness,  and  respectful  kindness  to  hun, 
earnestly  craved  her  forgiveness  wherein  he  had  offended  her, 
desired  her  to  make  the  Lord  her  comforter,  and  said,  that  he  was 
gone  before ;  and  it  wonld  be  only  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  less  or 
more,  till  she  should  follow  after.f 

He  spoke  to  all  the  boys  of  the  honse,  the  bntler,  cook,  ftc. 
omitting  none ;  saying,  "  Learn  to  serve  and  fear  the  Lord,  and  nse 
carefully  the  means  of  yonr  salvation.  I  know  what  is  ordinarily 
your  religion ;  Ye  go  to  kirk,  and  when  ye  hear  the  devil  or  heU 
named  in  the  preaching,  ye  sigh  and  make  a  noise,  imd  it  is  forgot 
by  yon  before  yon  come  home,  and  then  ye  think  ye  are  holy 
enough.  But  I  can  tell  you,  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  not  got  so 
easily.  Use  the  means  yourself,  and  win  to  some  sense  of  God, 
and  pray  as  you  can,  morning  and  evening.  If  you  be  ignorant  of 
the  vray  to  salvation,  €rod  forgive  you,  for  I  have  discharged  m3rself 
in  that  point  towards  you,  ana  appointed  a  man  to  teach  you ;  your 
blood  be  upon  yourselves.  He  took  an  oath  of  his  servants,  that 
they  should  follow  his  advice,  and  said  to  them  severally,  <<  If  I  have 
been  rough  to,  or  offended  you,  I  pray  you  for  €rod*s  take  to  forgive 
me."  And  amongst  others,  one  to  whom  he  had  been  rough,  said, 
**  Your  Lordship  never  did  me  wrong,  I  will  never  get  such  a  master 
again.**  Yet  he  urged  the  boy  to  say,  "  My  Lord,  I  forgive  you  ;*' 
however  the  boy  was  with  difficulty  brought  to  utter  these  words. 
He  said  to  all  the  beholders  about  him,  Sirs,  behold  how  low  the 
Lord  hath  brought  me." 

To  a  gentleman  burdened  in  his  estate,  he  said,  '*  Sir,  I  counsel 
you  to  cast  your  burden  upon  the  Lord  your  God." — A  religious 
gentleman  of  his  own  name  coming  to  visit  him  four  days  before  his 
death,  when  he  beheld  him,  he  said,  **  Robert,  come  to  me,  and  leave 
me  not  till  I  die."  Being  much  comforted  with  his  speeches,  he 
said,  **  Robert,  you  are  a  friend  to  me  both  in  soul  and  body." — The 
gentleman  asked  him,  *'  What  comfort  he  had  in  his  love  towards 
the  saints  ?" — He  answered,  "  I  rejoice  at  it."  Then  he  asked  him^ 
**  What  comfort  he  had  in  bring^g  the  minister  who  attended  him 
from  Cralloway  ?"  He  answer^  <<  God  knoweth  that  I  rejoice  that 
ever  he  put  it  in  my  heart  so  to  do ;  and  now,  because  I  aimed  at 


t  It  would  appear  from  the  date  of  the  but  of  Mr.  Rutherford'a  lettera  to  th!a 
•obU  ladj,  that  iha  \irtd  lUl  c-  a  little  afWr  th«  Rcatoration. 
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God's  gloiy  ill  il,  ilid  Lord  hadi  miide  me  find  comlbrt  to  my  aoul 
in  the  end :  the  ministers  of  €ralIoway  murdered  my  father's  soid } 
and  if  this  man  had  noC  come,  they  had  murdered  mine  also." 

Before  his  sister,  Lady  Hemes,  who  was  a  Papist,  he  testified 
his  willingness  to  leave  ibe  world :  "  that  Pi^ists  may  see,"  said  he, 
«  that  those  who  die  in  this  religicm,  hoth  see  and  know  whither 
Uiey  go  fai  the  hope  of  their  FaUier's  house."  When  letters  were 
brought  him  from  friends,  he  caused  deliver  them  to  his  Lady,  say- 
ing, ^  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  them ;  I  had  rather  hear  of  news 
fnm  heavea  conoeming  my  eternal  salvation."  It  was  observed 
that  when  any  came  to  him  anent  worldly  business,  before  they 
were  out  of  doers,  he  was  returned  to  his  spiritual  exercises,  and 
was  exiceedingly  short  in  despatehing  all  needful  writs.  He  reeom* 
mended  the  poor's  case  to  his  friends.  Upon  coming  out  of  a  faint- 
ing fit,  into  which  he  had  fallen  through  weakness,  he  said,  with  a 
sraHiBg  countenaace^  to  all  around  him,  "  I  would  not  exchange  my 
Hfe  with  any  of  you  all ;  I  seem  to  feel  the  savour  of  the  place 
whither  I  am  going." 

Upon  Friday  morning,  tlie  day  of  his  departure  from  this  Hfe,  ho 
said,  ^  This  mght  I  must  sup  with  Jesus  Christ  in  paradise/'  The 
minister  read  to  him  the  fifth  chapter  of  the  Second  Epistle  to  the 
Corinthians,  and  the  tweYity-second  of  the  Book  of  Revelation,  and 
made  some  observations  on  such  passages  as  concerned  his  state. 
And  after  prayer  he  said,  "  I  conceive  good  hopes  that  God  looketh 
i^on  me,  wImu  he  granteth  such  liberty  to  pray  for  me.  Is  it 
possiUe  that  Jesus  Christ  can  lose  his  grip  of  me  ?  or  that  my  soul 
can  be  plucked  from  Jesus  Christ  ?"  lie  earnestly  desired  a  sense 
of  God's  presence ;  and  the  minister  said,  '^  What,  my  Lord,  if  that 
be  suspended  till  you  come  to  your  own  home,  and  be  before  the 
throne,  dotd^d  in  white,  and  get  your  harp  in  your  hand,  to  sing 
salvation  to  the  Lamb,  and  to  him  that  sitteth  on  the  throne,  for 
tiiat  is  heaven :  and  who  dare  promise  it  you  upon  earth  ?  There  is 
a  piece  of  nature  in  desiring  a  sense  of  God's  love,  it  being  an  ap{de 
that  the  Lord's  children  delight  to  play  with.  But  my  Lord,  if  you 
would  have  it  only  as  a  pledge  of  your  salvation,  we  shall  seek  it 
frmn  the  Lord  for  you,  and  you  may  lawfully  pray  for  it." — Earnest 
prayers  were  made  for  him,  and  he  testified  that  he  was  filled  with 
the  seme  of  the  Lord's  love.  B^ng  asked,  what  he  thought  of  the 
woiid  ?  he  answered,  *<  It  is  more  bitter  than  gall  or  wormwood." 
And  being  asked  if  he  now  feared  death,  he  answered,  "  I  have 
tasted  deaUi ;  now  it  is  more  w^eome,  it  is  the  messenger  of  Jesus 
Christ." 

The  minister  said,  "  There  is  a  process  betwixt  die  Lord  and 
your  faUier's  house,  but  your  name  is  taken  out  of  it.  How  deariy 
was  heaven  bought  for  you  by  Jesus  Christ  I"  He  frequently  §aid, 
"  I  know  there  is  wrath  against  it,  but  I  shall  get  my  soul  for  a 
prey."  Ofttimes  he  said,  "  It  is  a  sweet  expression  of  Grod,  As  I 
live,  I  delight  not  in  the  death  of  a  sinner,  I  will  not  let  go  the  hold 
I  have  got  of  Jesus  Christ ;  thottph  he  should  shy  me^  yet  wHl  I 
trust  in  him.** 
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In  dtep  meditation  on  hJs  change,  he  pot  this  qnestiony  ^*  What 
will  Christ  be  like  when  he  eometh  ?"  It  wns  aoBWered,  **  Alto« 
gether  lorely."  Before  he  died,  he  was  heard  praying  very  fer- 
▼ently,  and  said  to  the  doctor,  ^  I  thought  to  have  been  dissolved 
«re  now."  The  minister  said,  <<  Weary  not  of  the  Lord's  yoke, 
Jesos  Christ  is  posting  fist  to  be  at  you,  he  is  within  a  few  miles." 
He  answered,  '*  Tliis  is  my  infirmity.  I  will  wait  on,  he  is  worth 
^e  on-waiting ;  though  he  be  long  in  coming,  yet  I  dare  say  he  is 
ooming,  lei^iug  orer  the  mountains,  and  skipping  over  the  hills." 
The  minister  said,  **  Some  hare  gotten  their  fill  of  Christ  in  this 
life,  howbeit  he  is  often  under  a  mask  to  his  own.  Even  his  best 
flaints.  Job,  David,  Jeremiah,  Ac  w««  under  desertions."  My  Lord 
said,  ''  But  what  are  these  examples  to  me  ?  I  am  not  in  holiness 
near  to  them."  The  minister  said,  <<  It  is  true  you  cannot  take  so 
wide  steps  as  ^y  did,  but  yon  are  in  the  same  way  with  them. 
A  young  child  foUoweth  his  father  at  the  back,  though  he  cannot 
take  sudi  wide  steps  as  he.  My  Lord,  your  hunger  overcometh 
your  fiaith,  only  but  believe  his  word,  you  are  longing  for  Christ, 
only  believe  he  is  faithful,  and  he  will  come  quickly."  To  which  he 
answered,  "  I  think  it  is  time— Lord  Jesus,  come  quickly." 

Then  the  minister  said,  ''  My  Lord,  our  nature  is  anxious  for 
its  own  deliverance ;  whereas  God  seeketh  first  to  be  glorified  in 
our  faith,  patience,  and  hope."  He  answered,  <'  Good  reason  that  he 
be  first  served.  Lord  give  me  to  wait  on ;  only.  Lord,  turn  me 
not  to  dross." 

Another  said,  <<  Cast  back  vonr  eyes,  my  Lord,  on  what  yon 
have  received,  and  be  thankfuL — At  the  hearing  of  which,  he  brake 
fbrUi  in  praising  God;  and  finding  himself  now  weak,  and  his 
speech  faUing  more  than  an  hour  bdbre  his  death,  he  desired  the 
minister  to  pray.  Afler  prayer,  the  minister  med  in  his  ear,  *'  My 
Lord,  may  you  now  sunder  with  Christ  ?"  To  which  he  answered 
nothing,  nor  was  it  expected  he  would  speak  any  more : — Yet  in  a 
little  the  minister  asked,  <<  Have  you  any  sense  of  the  Lord's  love  ?" 
— He  answered,  ^'I  have,"  The  minister  said,  <<Do  you  now 
enjoy?"  He  answered,  <<  I  do  enjoy."  Thereafter  he  asked  him, 
**  Will  ye  not  sunder  with  Christ  ?" — He  answered,  "  by  no  means." 
This  was  his  last  word,  not  being  able  to  sptek  any  more. — The 
minister  asked  if  he  should  pray ;  and  he  turned  his  eyes  towards 
him.  In  ^  time  of  the  last  prayer  he  was  observed  joyfully 
smiling  and  looking  upward.  He  departed  this  life  about  sun- 
settmg,  September  12tii,  1634,  aged  thirty-five  years.  It  was 
observed  that  he  died  at  the  same  instant  at  which  the  minister  con- 
cluded his  prayer. 

Mr.  Rutherford,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the  Viscountess,  a  little 
after  bis  death,  among  other  things,  lets  fall  this  expression,  <<  In 
this  late  visitation,  that  haUi  befallen  your  Ladyship,  ye  have  seen 
God's  love  and  care  in  such  a  measure,  that  I  thought  our  Lord 
brake  the  sharp  point  of  the  cross,  and  made  us  and  your  Ladyship 
see  Christ  take  possession  and  infdhnent  upon  earth,  of  him  who  is 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


16S  SCOTS  WORTHIES. 

now  reigning  and  triampbAnt  with  the  hundred  and  forty  and  four 
thousand  who  stand  with  the  Lamb  on  Mount  Zion." 

Some  may  object,  What  did  this  nobleman  for  the  cause  of  Christ, 
or  Scotland  s  coTenanted  work  of  reformation,  that  he  should  be 
inserted  among  the  Scots  Worthies  ?  To  this  it  may  be  answered  ; 
What  did  the  most  eminent  saint  that  ever  was  in  Scotland*  or  any 
where  else,  until  they  were  enabled  by  the  grace  of  God  ?  So  it 
was  with  reference  to  iiim ;  for  no  sooner  was  he  made  partaker  of 
this,  than  he  gave  a  most  ample  and  fsuthfol  testimony  in  favour  of 
His  truths  and  interest,  and  although  the  Lord  did  not  see  it  proper 
that  he  should  serve  him  after  this  manner,  in  his  day  and  genera- 
tion, yet  he  no  doubt  accepted  the  will  for  the  deed;  and  why 
should  we  not  enrol  his  name  among  these  Worthies  on  earth, 
seeing  God  hath  written  his  name  among  the  living  in  the  New 
Jerusalem ! 


ROBERT  CUNNINGHAM. 

After  having  received  a  good  education,  Mr.  Cunningham  he* 
came  chaplain  to  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh's  reg^ent,  then  in 
Holland,  and  was  afterwards  settled  minister  at  Hol3rrood,  in  Ire- 
land, some  time  previous  to  Mr.  Blair's  being  settled  at  Bangor, 
with  whom,  after  his  settlement  in  that  place,  he  contracted  an 
acquaintance  which  proved  useful  and  comfortable  to  them  both. 

He  applied  himself  closely  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  to  him 
no  doubt,  the  most  desirable  of  all  employments.  In  the  pulpit,  he 
felt  as  it  were  in  his  own  element,  like  a  fish  in  the  water,  or  a 
bird  in  the  air,  always  judging  that  there  a  Christian  might  enjoy 
much  fellowship  with  Christ,  and  have  a  good  opportunity  of  doing 
him  the  best  of  services,  and  considering  what  Christ  said  to  Peter, 
Feed  my  lambs^eed  my  sheepJ* 

At  Holyrood  he  continued  to  exercise  his  office  as  a  faithful 
pastor  over  the  flock  to  whom  he  was  appointed  overseer,  until  the 
time  that  several  of  his  brethren  were  deposed  and  ejected  by  the 
bishops.  At  this  time  the  bishop  of  Down  threatened  Mr.  Blair 
with  a  prosecution,  against  Mr.  Cunningham,  himself,  and  somt 
others ;  to  whom  Mr.  Blair  said,  <<  Ye  may  do  with  me  and  the 
others  as  you  please  ;  but  if  ever  ye  meddle  with  Mr.  Cunningham^ 
your  cup  will  oe  full."  It  so  happened  accordingly,  that  he  was 
longer  spared  than  any  of  the  rest ;  which  was  a  great  benefit  to 
their  flocks,  for  when  they  were  deposed,  he  preached  every  week 
in  one  or  other  of  their  larks.     But  with  such  g^at  labours  both 


•  John  xxi.  15. 
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tt  liome  and  abiotd,  he  wore  oot  his  body,  which  before  was  but 
delicate. 

When  Messrs.  Blair  and  Livingstone  were  summoned  before  the 
Bishop  to  be  deposed,  they  went  the  night  before  their  appearance 
to  take  leare  of  Mr.  Cunningham ;  but  the  next  day  as  they  were 
going  to  the  church  of  Parphilips,  he  came  up  to  them ;  at  which 
being  surprised,  they  asked  why  he  came  thither?  To  this  he 
answered,  '*  All  night  I  have  been  troubled  with  that  passage  ;  at  my 
JirU  cmswer  no  man  stood  with  me :  therefore  I  am  come  to  stand  by 
you.''  But  being  the  eye-sore  of  the  devil,  and  the  Prelatical  dergy  in 
that  part  oi  the  country,  he  could  not  be  suffered  long  to  exercbe  his 
ministry ;  and  in  August  1636,  he,  with  others  of  his  faithful  bre- 
thren, was  thrust  out  of  his  charge.  He  remained  for  the  most  part 
after  this  with  the  rest  of  his  sufFering  brethren,  until  after  the 
defeat  of  their  enterprise  in  going  to  New  England,  they  were 
obliged  to  leave  Irehmd,  and  come  to  Scotland ;  and  not  long  after, 
being  in  Irvine,  he  took  his  last  sickness,  whereof  he  soon  died. 

During  Ins  sickness,  besides  many  other  gracious  expressions,  he 
said,  **  I  see  Christ  standing  over  Death's  head,  saying,  *Deal  warily 
with  my  servant,  loose  thou  this  pin,  then  that  pin,  for  his  tabernacle 
must  be  set  up  again.' " 

The  day  before  his  death,  the  members  of  the  presbytery  of 
Irvine  paid  him  a  visit,  when  he  exhorted  them  to  be  faithful  to 
Christ  and  his  cause,  and  to  oppose  the  service  book  which  was  then 
pressed  upon  the  Church.  <<  Tlie  Bishop,"  said  he,  <<  hath  taken  my 
ministry  from  me,  and  I  nuty  say  my  life  also,  for  my  ministry  is 
dearer  to  me  than  my  life."  A  little  before  his  departure,  Ids  wife 
sitting  by  his  bed  side,  with  his  hand  in  hers,  he  by  prayer  recom- 
mended the  whole  Church  of  Ireland,  the  parish  of  Holyrood,  his 
sufFering  brethren  in  the  ministry,  and  his  children,  to  God ;  and 
withal  added,  **  Lord,  I  recommend  this  gentlewonutit  to  thee,  who 
is  no  more  my  wife ;'' — and  with  that  he  softly  loosed  his  hand  from 
hers,  and  thrust  it  B  little  from  him.  Upon  Uiis,  she  and  several  of 
the  company  fell  a-weeping ;  and  he  endeavoured  to  comfort  them 
with  several  gracious  expressions,  and,  with  the  Lord's  servant  of 
old,*  having  served  his  own  generation,  by  the  will  of  God  he  fell  on 
sleep,  March  27th,  1637. 

He  was  a  man  who  was  much  under  deep  exercises  of  mind  :  and 
although  in  public  preaching,  he  was  sometimes  in  his  own  expe- 
rience not  so  assisted  as  usual,  yet  even  then  the  matter  he  treated 
of  was  edifying  and  refreshing,  he  being  still  carried  through  with 
a  fuU  gale,  and  using  more  piercing  expressions  than  many  others. 
For  meekness,  he  was  another  Moses,  and  in  patience  another  Job  ; 
— "  To  my  discerning,"  says  one  of  our  Worthiesjf  "  he  was  the  man 
who  most  resembled  the  meekness  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  all  his  carriage, 
that  ever  I  saw ;  and  was  so  far  reverenced  of  all,  even  by  the  wicked» 


•  Sw»  Acts  xiii.  36. 
f  Mr.  Livingstone  in  hi*  Memomblc  Characteristic*. 
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that  be  was  often  troubled  witb  that  scriptore,   Wo  to  you  wkm  all 
men  shall  speak  well  oft/ou,*' 


JAMES  MITCHELL- 

This  excellent  yonng  man  was  son  to  James  ^fitchell  of  Dykes,  in 
the  parish  of  Ardrossan,  and  was  born  about  the  year  1621.  His 
father,  being  ifector  to  the  Earl  of  Eglinton,  and  a  very  religions 
man,  gave  his  son  a  most  liberal  and  religions  education.  And 
being  sent  to  the  university  of  St  Andrew's  when  very  yonng,  he 
improved  to  such  a  degree,  that  by  the  time  that  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age,  he  was  made  Master  of  Arts.  After  this  he  returned 
home  to  his  father's  house,  where  he  studied  for  nearly  two  years 
and  a  half,  the  Lord  greatly  blessing  his  diligence  and  endeavours. 
He  was  also  somewhat  indebted  to  Robert  Baiilie,  then  minister  at 
Kilwinning,  who  shewed  him  no  small  kindness,  by  the  loan  of 
books,  by  giving  him  his  counsel,  and  by  superintending  his  studies. 

Thereafter,  he  was  required  by  Lady  Houston,  to  attend  her 
eldest  son  at  coU^e,  and  in  this  employment  he  continued  other 
two  years  and  a  half;  during  which  the  Lord  blessed  his  studies 
stiU  more  exceedingly,  and  Uie  great  pains  taken  with  him  by 
Mr.  Dickson,  then  professor  in  the  university  of  Glasgow,  Mr. 
Baiilie,  and  others,  had  such  a  blessing  from  heaven,  that  he  passed 
both  his  private  and  public  trials  in  order  for  the  ministry,  with  their 
highest  approbation. 

After  being  licensed,  he  came  and  preached  in  twinning  and 
Stevenston,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  who  heard  him ;  so  that  they 
blessed  God  on  his  behalf,  and  were  very  hopeful  of  his  great 
abilities.  * 

But  before  Martinmas  1643,  he  returned  to  Glasgow,  where  he 
both  attended  to  his  own  studies,  and  those  of  his  pupiL  He 
preached  a  few  times  in  Glasgow,  pleasing  by  his  appearance  all 
those  who  loved  Christ  and  his  cause  and  gospeL  And  Messrs. 
Dickson,  Baiilie,  and  Ramsay,  in  testimony  of  his  talents  in  preach- 
ing, told  his  father,  that  he  had  much  reason  to  bless  €k>d  for  the 
gifts  and  graces  bestowed  upon  his  son,  and  that  besides  this,  the 
Lord  had  in  reality  taken  him  by  the  heart,  and  wrought  graciously 
with  his  soul. 

Mr.  Mitchell  had  given  himself  much  up  to  prayer,  and  the  study 
of  the  word  .of  God,  and  reading  thereof  was  now  become  his 
delightw '  But  the  Lord  having  other  thoughts  concerning  him,  in  a 
short  time  all  their  great  expectations  of  him  in  the  ministry  were 
frustrated.  By  his  extreme  abstinence,  drinking  of  water,  and  in- 
defatigable labour,  he  contracted  the  sickness  of  which  he  died  soon 
after.     His  body  began  to  languish,  his  stomach  to  refuse  all  meat. 
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and  hk  eoMlitatioii  to  fiuL  Mr.  Dickson,  who  took  his  condition 
mnch  to  heart,  (Mr.  Baillie  heing  now  at  London,)  kept  him  fifteen 
days  with  him ;  thereafter  he  went  to  Houston,  and  staid  as  long 
t^ere,  where  Uie  Lady  and  her  daughter  shewed  more  kindness 
towards  him,  than  can  well  he  expressed,  and  that  not  only  for  the 
care  he  had  of  her  son,  but  also  for  tiie  rare  gifts  and  gfraces  which 
God  had  bestowed  on  him.  At  length  his  fitther  having  sent  for 
him,  he  returned  home.  During  the  first  night  of  his  journey,  he 
was  with  Ralston ;  and  the  laird  of  Ducathall,  being  there  occasion* 
ally,  attended  him  all  the  rest  of  the  way  homeward :  for  not  being 
able  to  ride  two  miles  together,  he  behoved  to  go  into  a  house  to 
rest  himself  for  an  hour ;  such  was  his  weakly  condition. 

After  his  arrival  at  home,  he  put  on  his  dothes  every  day,  for 
fifteen  days,  and  after  that,  lay  bedfast  for  ten  weeks,  until  the  day 
of  his  death ;  during  which  time  the  Lord  was  very  mercifol  and 

n'ons  to  him,  bo3i  in  an  external  and  internal  way.  For  his  body, 
egrees,  daily  hinguished,  till  he  became  like  a  skeleton ;  and  yet 
his  faoe  renuuned  ever  pleasant,  beautiftil,  and  well<coloured  to  the 
last. 

During  the  last  five  or  six  weeks  he  Uved,  there  were  always  three 
or  four  waiting  on  him,  and  sometimes  more ;  yet  they  never  had 
occasion  to  weary,  but  were  rather  refreshed  with  every  day's  con- 
tindanoe,  by  the  many  wise,  sweet,  and  gracious  discourses,  whidi 
proceeded  out  of  his  mouth. 

In  his  sickness,  the  Lord  was  graciously  pleased  to  guard  his 
mind  and  heart  from  the  malice  of  Satan,  so  that  his  peace  and 
confidence  in  Qod  was  not  much  disturbed ;  or  if  he  suffered  any 
litde  assault,  it  soon  vanished.  His  experiences  were  not  very 
frequent  or  gpreat,  but  his  faith  and  confidence  in  Grod,  through 
Jesus  Christ,  which,  as  he  told  his  father,  was  more  sure  and  solid 
than  the  other,  was  always  strong.  He  said,  that  the  Lord,  before 
his  sickness,  had  made  fast  work  with  him  about  the  matters  of  his 
soul,  that  before  that,  he  had  been  often  under  strong  exercises  of 
mind,  from  a  sense  of  his  own  guiltiness,  before  he  had  any  solid 
peace  or  clear  confidence,  and  often  said,  «  Unworthy  I,  naughty  I, 
am  freely  beloved  of  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  knows,  my  soul 
deariy  loves  him  back  again."  The  Lord  knew  his  weakness  to 
encounter  temptation,  and  so  out  of  tender  compassion  thus  pitied 
him. 

He  was  possessed  of  all  manner  of  patience  and  submission  under 
his  trouble,  and  never  was  heard  to  murmur  in  the  least,  but  often 
thought  his  Master's  time  well  worth  the  waiting  on,  and  was 
frequently  much  refreshed  with  seeing  and  hearing  good  and 
gracious  neighbours,  who  came  to  visit  him ;  so  tha^  he  had  little 
reason  with  Heman,  to  complain,  Lover  and  friend  hast  thou  put  far 
from  me,  and  mine  acquamtance  into  darkness  J* 

Among  other  gracious  sayings,  he  declaimed  much  against  im- 


•  P«d.  bcxxTiii.  I  a 
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pradent  speaking,  ^ruhing  it  might  be  amended,  egpecially  in 
students  and  young  ministers ;  as  being  but  the  froth  and  Tanity  of 
a  foolish  mind.  He  lamented  the  pride  of  many  such  in  usurping 
a  priority  of  place,  which  became  them  not;  and  exclaimed  fre- 
quently agiunst  himself  for  his  own  practice ;  yet  said  he  was  in  the 
strength  of  €rod  brought  to  mortify  the  same.  He  frequently  ex- 
horted his  parents  to  carry  themselves  to  one  another  as  the  word 
of  God  required,  and  above  all  things  to  fear  God,  and  delight  in 
his  word.  He  often  said,  that  he  dearly  loved  the  book  of  Grod, 
and  sought  them  to  be  earnest  in  prayer,  shewing  that  it  was  an 
miknown  thing,  and  a  thing  of  another  world,  and  that  the  influence 
of  prayer  behoved  to  come  out  of  heaven ;  and  that  the  Spirit  of  sup- 
plication must  be  wrestled  for,  eke  all  prayer  would  be  but  lifeless 
and  natural.  He  mentioned,  that  being  once  with  Lady  Houston, 
and  some  country  gentlemen  at  Baglas,  the  Spirit  of  prayer  and  sup- 
plication was  poured  upon  him,  in  sudi  a  powerful  and  livdy  man- 
ner, two  several  days  before  dinner,  that  all  present  were  much 
affected,  and  shed  tears  in  abundance ;  and  that  yet  at  night  he 
found  himself  so  emptied  and  dead,  that  he  durst  not  adventure  to 
pray  any  at  all  these  two  nights,  but  went  to  bed,  and  was  much 
vexed  and  cast  down,  none  knowing  the  reason. — By  this  he  was 
frx)m  that  time  convinced,  that  the  dispensation  and  influence  of 
spiritual  and  lively  prayer  came  only  from  Heaven,  and  from  no 
natural  abilities  that  were  in  man. 

On  one  occasion  the  Laird  of  Cnnnii^ham  coming  to  visit  him, 
as  he  did  fr^uently,  he  enumerated  all  the  remaikable  passages  of 
Grod's  goodness  and  providence  tovrards  him,  especially  since  he 
oontracted  sickness,  as  in  shewing  infinite  mercy  to  his  soul,  tender 
compassion  towards  his  body,  patience  and  submission  to  his  will 
without  grudging,  calmness  of  spirit  without  passion,  solid  and 
constant  peace  within  and  without  I  '*  This,"  said  he,  *'  is  far 
beyond  the  Lord's  manner  of  dealing  with  many  of  his  dear  saints, 
and  now,  Sir,  think  ye  not  that  I  stand  greatly  indebted  to  the  good- 
ness and  kindness  of  God,  who  deals  thus  graciously  and  warmly 
with  me  every  way ;'  and  then  burst  out  in  praise  to  God  in  a 
sweet  and  lively  manner. 

At  another  time,  the  Laird  being  present,  May  26,  looking  out 
of  his  bed  to  the  sun  shining  brightly  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
house,  he  said,  <<  O  what  a  splendour  and  glory  will  all  the  elect  and 
redeemed  saints  have  one  day ;  and  O  I  how  much  more  will  the 
glory  of  the  Creator  be,  who  shall  communicate  that  glory  to  all  his 
own,  but  the  shallow  thoughts  of  men  are  not  able  to  conceive  the 
excellency  thereof  I" 

Again  Mr.  Macqueen  being  present,  his  father  inquired  at  him 
wherein  our  communion  with  God  stood  ?  He  said,  **  in  reconcilia- 
tion and  peace  with  him,  which  is  the  first  effect  of  our  justifica- 
tion :"  then,  he  observed,  there  was  access  and  love  to  God,  patience 
and  submission  to  his  will,  &c. ;  then  the  Lord  manifests  himself  to 
us,  as  Chrbt  says  himself.  Ye  shall  know  that  I  am  in  the  Father^ 
and  you  in  mcj  and  I  in  you*     And  again,  Ue  that  loveth  me^  shall 
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ke  laved  of  my  Father y  and  I  will  iave  him^  and  manifest  myself  unto 
kirn.* 

One  morning  to  Hogh  Macgavin  and  his  father,  ke  said,  *'  I  am 
not  afiraid  of  death,  for  I  rest  on  infinite  mercy,  procnred  by  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb."  Then  he  spake  as  to  himself,  <<Fear  not, 
little  flock,  it  is  the  Father  s  good  pleasure  to  give  you  the  king- 
dom :"  and  then  said,  "  What  are  these  who  are  of  this  little  flock  ? 
Even  sinners.  <  I  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners  to 
repentance.'  But  what  kind  of  sinners?  Only  those  who  are 
sensible  of  sin  and  wrath,  and  see  themselves  to  be  lost  rf  therefore, 
says  Christ,  *  I  came  to  seek  and  save  them  who  are  lost'  There 
are  two  words  here,  seeking  and  saring ;  and  whom  ?  Even  Uiose 
who  are  lost  bankrupts,  who  have  nothing  to  pay.  These  are  they 
whom  Christ  seeks,  and  who  are  of  his  flodc'* 

To  John  Kyle,  another  morning,  he  said  twice  over,  <<  My  soul 
longeth  for  the  Lord  more  than  they  that  watch  for  the  morning." 
At  another  time,  perceiving  his  father  weeping,  he  said,  ^  I  cannot 
blame  you  to  mourn,  for  I  know  you  have  thought  that  I  might, 
with  God's  Messing,  have  proved  a  comfortable  child  to  yon ;  but 
comfort  yourself  in  this,  that  ere  it  be  long,  I  will  be  at  a  blessed 
rest,  and  in  a  far  better  state  than  I  can  be  in  this  life,  free  from  sin 
and  every  kind  of  misery,  and  within  a  short  time  ye  will  foUow 
afler  me.  And  in  the  mean  time  encourage  yourself  in  the  Lord, 
and  let  not  your  mourning  be  like  those  who  have  no  hope.  The 
Lord  by  degrees  will  assuage  your  grief,  for  so  he  has  appointed, 
else  we  would  be  swallowed  up,  and  come  to  nought,  for  I  could 
never  have  been  removed  out  of  th\s  life  in  a  more  seasonable  time 
than  now,  having  both  the  favour  of  €rod  and  man,  being  hopefid 
that  my  name  shall  not  be  unsavoury  when  I  am  gone,  and  none 
know  what  aflronts,  grief,  and  calamities,  I  might  have  fallen  into, 
had  1  lived  much  longer.  And  for  crosses  and  trouble,  how  might 
my  life  have  been  made  bitter  to  me  I  for  when  I  think  what  opposi- 
tion I  mi^t  have  ere  I  was  an  actual  minister,  by  divisions  of  the 
people,  the  patron,  and  the  presbytery,  it  could  not  but  overwhelm 
me ;  and  then  being  entered,  I  know  not  what  a  fighting  life,  with  a 
stubborn  people,  might  be  my  lot,  and  then  what  discontentment  I 
might  have  in  a  wife,  which  is  the  lot  of  many  an  honest  man,  is 
uncertain  ;  then  cares,  fears,  straits  of  the  world,  reproaches  of  men, 
personal  desires,  and  the  devil  and  an  evil  world  to  fight  with,  these 
and  numy  more  cannot  but  keep  a  man  in  a  struggling  state  in  this 
life.  And  now,  lest  this  should  seem  a  mere  speculation,  I  could 
instance  these  things  in  the  persons  of  many  worthy  men  ;  I  pass  aU 


•  John  xir.  20,  21. 
f  There  is  a  miftaltc  here,  which  is  probably  owing  to  Hugh  MacgaTin's  or  his 
Other's  bad  recollection  of  the  conversation.  It  is  not  probable  that  one  so  well 
instructed  as  Mr.  Mitchell,  should  limit  the  inviutions  of  the  gospel  to  sensible 
sinners.  The  gospel  is  addressed  to  sinners  as  such,  even  to  the  stout-hearted,  and 
fv  from  righteousness^  without  regard  to  their  sense  of  sin  and  wmth,  or  the 
want  of  that  sense.  W.  M*G. 
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•then,  and  only  point  at  one,  whose  gifts  and  graces  aie  wdl  known 
to  you,  viz.  Mr.  Dayid  Diekson,  whom  I  am  snre  God  has  made  the 
^natniment  of  the  conversion  of  many  sools,  and  of  mnch  good  in 
the  country;  and  yet  this  gracious  person  has  heen  teased  to 
and  fro.  And  you  know  that  the  Lord  made  him  a  gracious 
instrument  in  the  kite  Iieh>rmation,  and  yet  he  has,  in  a  great 
measure,  heen  lighted  by  the  state  and  the  kirk  also.  What  reason 
have  I  then  to  bless  God,  who  in  mercy  is  timeously  remoying  me 
from  ail  trouble,  and  will  make  me  as  welcome  to  heaven  as  if  f 
had  preached  forty  years,  for  he  knew  it  was  my  intention,  by  his 
grace,  to  have  honoured  him  in  my  ministry ;  and  seeing  he  has 
accepted  ^e  will  for  the  deed,  what  reason  have  I  to-complain  ?  for 
now  I  am  willing  and  ready  to  be  dissolred,  and  to  be  with  Christ, 
which  is  best  of  all ;  whererore,  dear  ^ftther,  comfort  yourself  with 
this." 

One  time  in  conference  concerning  the  sin  in  the  godly,  his  father 
said  to  him,  <<  I  am  sure  you  are  not  now^troubled  with  corruption, 
being  so  near  death."  He  answered,  *^  You  are  altogether  decmved, 
for  as  long  as  my  foot  rematneth  on  this  earth,  though  the  earth 
were  translated  aboTo  the  donds,  my  mind  would  not  be  free  of 
sinful  notions."  Whereupon  he  r^p-etted  that  he  could  not  get 
his  mind  and  affections  so  lifted  up  as  he  could  have  wished,  to 
dwell  or  meditate  on  God,  his  word,  and  the  endless  life,  that  he 
could  not  feel  such  spirituality  as  became  him,  by  entertaining 
thoughts  of  God's  greatness  and  goodness,  and  was  often  much 
perplexed  with  rain  thoughts ;  but  still  he  was  confident,  that  the 
Lord,  in  his  rich  mercy,  would  pity  and  pass  by  this  his  weakness 
and  infirmity." 

Some  time  before  his  death,  he  fell  into  several  fainting  fits.  About 
ten  or  twelve  days  before  his  dissolution,  he  fell  into  one,  and  was 

r^ess  for  n^uiy  an  hour,  so  that  none  present  had  any  hopes 
he  would  again  recover ;  but  in  the  mean  time  he  was  wrapt  in 
divine  contemplation.  At  last  he  began  to  recover,  and  his  heart 
being  enlai^ged,  he  opened  his  mouth  with  such  lively  exhortations 
as  affected  all  present ;  and  directing  hip  speech  to  his  father,  he 
said,  **  Be  glad,  Sir,  to  see  your  son,  yea,  I  say  your  second  son, 
made  a  crowned  king."  To  his  mother  also,  he  said,  ^  Be  of  good 
courage,  and  mourn  not  for  want  of  me,  for  ye  will  find  me  in  the 
all-sufficiency  of  Crod  :"  and  then  exclaimed,  **  O  death,  I  give  thee  a 
defiance,  through  Jesus  Chxist ;"  saying  to  the  on-lookers,  ''  Sirs, 
this  will  be  a  blythe  and  joyful  g^d  night." 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Bell  came  in,  and  to  him  he  said,  **  Sir, 
you  are  welcome  as  witness  to  see  me  fight  out  my  last  fight." 
After  this  he  fell  quiet,  and  got  some  rest.  Within  two  days,  Mr. 
Bell  being  come  to  visit  him,  he  said,  **  O  Sir,  but  I  was  glad  the 
last  night  you  were  here,  when  I  thought  to  be  dissolved,  that  I 
might  have  met  with  my  Master,  and  have  enjoyed  his  presence  for 
ever;  but  I  was  much  grieved,  when  I  perceived  a  littie  reviving: 
and  that  I  was  likely  to  live  longer." 

To  Mr.  Gabriel  Cunningham,  when  conferring  about  death  and 
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the  manner  of  dissolution,  he  said)  '^  O I  how  sweet  a  thing  it 
were  for  a  man  to  sleep  to  death  in  the  arms  of  Christ."  He  had 
many  other  lively  and  comfortable  q>6echesy  which  were  notremen^ 
bered ;  not  a  day  passing  during  the  time  of  his  sickness,  but  the 
on-waiters  were  refreshed  by  him. 

The  night  before  his  departore,  ho  was  sensible  of  great  pain. 
Upon  ihh  he  said,  *' I  see  it  is  true,  that  we  must  enter  into 
heaven  through  trouble,  but  the  Lord  will  hdp  ns  through  it."  Then 
he  said,  **  I  have  great  pain,  but  mixed  with  great  mercy,  and  strong 
oonfidenoe."  He  called  to  mind  the  saying  of  John  Knox,  on  his 
deathbed,  "I  60  not  esteem  that  pain,  which  will  be  to  me  an  end 
of  all  trouble,  and  the  b^inning  of  eternal  felicity." 

His  hist,  words  were  these :  <'  Lord,  open  the  gates  that  I  may 
enter  in ;"  and  a  little  after,  his  iather  asked.  What  he  was  doing  ? 
IVhereupon  he  lifted  up  his  hands,  and  caused  all  his  fingers  shiver 
and  twirl,  and  in  presence  of  many  honest  neighbours,  yielded  up 
his  spirit,  and  went  to  his  rest  a  little  after  sunrising,  upon  the  11th 
of  June  1643,  being  twenty-three  years  of  age. 

Thus,  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  Mr.  Mitchell  ended  his  Christian 
warfare,  and  entered  into  the  heavenly  inheritance,  a  tfoung  man, 
hut  a  ripe  Christian.  There  were  three  fecial  gifts  vouchsafed  to 
him  by  the  Lord ;  a  notaUe  invention,  a  great  memory,  and  a  ready 
exjniessicm. 

Among  other  fruits  of  his  meditation  and  industry,  he  drew  up 
a  modd  and  frame  of  preaching,  which  he  entitled,  ^  The  Method 
of  Preaching.''  Many  other  manuscripts  he  left  behind  hhn,  (as 
evidences  of  his  indefatigable  labour,)  which,  if  yet  preserved  in 
safe  custody,  might  be  of  no  snudl  benefit  to  the  public^  as  it  appears 
they  have  not  hitherto  been  published. 


ALEXANDER  HENDERSON. 

Among  the  many  eminent  men  distinguished  by  learning,  piety, 
and*  patriotism,  whose  talents  were  summoned  into  play  by  those, 
events  which  render  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century  a 
remarkable  era  in  the  history  of  Scodand,  a  conspicuous  place  is  due 
to  the  subject  of  the  following  memoir. 

Alexander  Hendenon  was  bom  about  the  year  1583.  Of  his 
parents  and  the  circumstances  of  his  early  life,  no  authentic  infor- 
mation has*  been  transmitted.  Being  intended  for  the  Church,  he 
was  sent  to  the  university  of  St.  Andrew's  to  complete  his  studies, 
and  after  having  finished  the  usual  course,  and  passed  his  degrees 
with  iqpphnise,  he  was  some  time  jnrevious  to  the  year  1611,  elected 
n  professor  in  that  andent  seminary.  Being  a  young  man,  ambi- 
tious of  preferment,  he  seems  to  have  adopted  the  |ninciples,  and 
advocated  the  measures  of  the  then  dominant  party  ii|  the  Churchy 
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and  shortly  after,  dnrough  the  patronage  of  Archbishop  GladstaDes, 
he  was  presented  to  the  parish  of  L^chars,  in  the  shire  of  Fife. 
This  was  his  first  ministerial  i^pointm^it,  and  must  hare  taken 
place  sometime  previous  to  the  year  161 5.  His  settlement  in  the 
charge,  thus  merited  and  obtain^  was  unpopular  to  such  a  degree, 
that  on  the  day  of  ordination,  the  church  doors  were  shut  and 
secured  by  the  people,  so  that  the  ministers  who  attended,  together 
with  the  presentee,  were  obliged  to  go  in  by  the  window.  It  was 
little  wonder  that  this  was  Uie  case,  considenng  the  known  and 
acknowledged  character  of  the  person  thus  ob^ded  upon  them. 
With  all  lus  prejudices  in  iavour  of  prebcy,  he  was  the  avowed 
defender  of  those  corruptions  to  which  the  people  of  Scotland  have 
ever  been  averse,  and  whai  was  still  worse,  discovered  but  little 
r^^ard  for  their  spiritual  and  eternal  interests. 

It  was  not  long,  however,  till  his  sentiments  and  character  under- 
went  a  complete  change. 

Having  heard  of  a  conmiunion  in  the  neighbourhood,  at  which 
the  excellent  Mr.  Bruce  was  to  be  an  assistant,  he  went  thither 
secretly ;  and  fearfcd  of  attracting  notice,  placed  him«df  in  a  dark 
corner  of  the  church,  where  he  might  not  be  readily  seen  or  known. 
Mr.  Bruce  having  come  into  the  pulpit,  paused  for  a  little,  as  was  his 
usual  manner,  a  circumstance  which  excited  Mr.  Hendenons  sur- 
prise, but  it  astonished  him  much  more  when  he  heard  him  read  as 
his  text,  these  very  striking  words.  He  tkcU  eniereth  not  in  by  the 
dooTy  but  climbeth  up  eome  other  toay,  the  same  is  a  thief  and  a 
ROBBER ; — ^which  words,  by  the  blessing  of  €k>d,  and  the  effectual 
working  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  took  sudi  hold  on  him  at  that  very 
instant,  and  left  sudi  an  impression  on  his  heart  afterwards,  that 
they  proved  the  very  first  means  of  his  conversion  unto  Christ 
Ever  after  he  retained  a  great  affection  for  Mr.  Bruce,  and  used  to 
make  mention  of  him  with  marks  of  the  highest  respect. 

We  need  not  doubt  that  Mr.  Heuderson^s  change  of  mind  would 
soon  discover  itself  in  his  conduct,  and  that  he  would  strive  by  all 
means  in  his  power  to  promote  the  edification  of  the  people  under 
his  charge  and  to  remove  the  offence  which  he  had  caused  by  his 
first  entrance  among  them.  A  concern  about  personal  religion, 
and  the  salvation  of  the  souls  of  men,  has  often  led  to  a  concern 
about  the  prerogatives  of  the  King  of  Zion,  as  connected  with 
the  external  government  of  his  Church.  This  was  exemplified 
in  Mr.  Henderson.  He  b^^  to  look  upon  the  courses  of  the 
prevailing  party  in  the  Church  of  Scotiand  with  a  different  eye 
from  what  he  had  done  formerly,  when  he  was  guided  by  a  worlcUy 
spirit,  and  by  views  of  ambition.  Their  tendency  he  perceived 
to  be  injurious  to  the  interests  of  religion.  He,  however,  judged 
it  proper  to  give  the  existing  controversy  a  deliben^  investiga^ 
tion,  the  result  of  which  was,  that  he  found  Episcopacy  to  be 
equally  unauthorised  by  the  word  of  God,  and  inconsistent  with 
the  reformed  constitution  of  the  Church  of  Scotland.  He  did  not 
long  want  an  opportunity  of  publicly  declaring  his  change  of 
yiews,  and  of  appearing  on  the  side  of  that  cause  which  he  had 
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BiM(iMMl«nlh0eii€MniMlq|mi^  Cburdbi  of  SGoaHid.a  pli«9t 
}$f4  Wm  laid  0  «9«i^t»  to  iropailup  «bo  to  llie  Gpg^  m^oL 
After  finiHii  pr^pmHlflBy  0^99^9  m  mwobW  vf9b  fo^deol  j  «i^ 
^iotod  at  P)Bfdi»  ia  tfie  yawr  1919 ;  m  vUcbf  Vy  1)19  movl  mpdaa 
JBJhipHfle^  ibiiiiii^iBr  of  wyw'ilitidii^ii  ianovatioff*  were  anthopriaed* 
Among  ibAae  miiiialiva  who  ha4  tim  qewage  to  oppose  thtmi 
fauii^ya^qw,  and  vlio  aigmd  aga^ft  Ihen  with  mat  ioroe  of  tmdi» 
h«t  wiihont  a«ioew>  weSod  Ihe  mim  of  ifr.  Mexander  Hmim'mm 

iu  the  mo«lh  of  A«iMb  1919,  h^  witih  two  other  ynimMeny  w^o 
aaOed  baAre  the  <3o«i  of  Hkh  Coomiasioft  in  St.  Andiww'a, 
ahaiged  irith  0Qmea»g  aoa  twiWiaMng  »  book  ^roTing  the  nnllity 
of  Pevdi  Aaai9alaf»  and  with  laiaiog  a  otsiaribiitioii  to  defioay  the 
expenaeof  pfiiitkigil.  Hiey  appeared,  aiad  awawered  for  themeabraa 
v^  wch  wiate)>  thai  the  hiahoni  eoidd  gain  m  advantege  i^(ai»at 
thapi,  aad  trare  o)>Hged  to  dimiaa  Iham  with  ihTenlnainga,  And 
fipom  «Ua  period  vaUX  the  year  1697,  it  doea  not  i^^Av  that  he 
aaftaftiiiMKih^allhoii^heeQiitiMiad  to  be  watched  wUhajefOow 
eye,  and  mfse^goi  H  hia  exeatigaa  tm  pwinotuig  the  canae.^  troth 
a»4  hriineaa.  Thetfane  wUehheipeiitf  bewofw,  ia  thiaietiimiiepity 
thaaigh  obacw»  on  the  page  ef  hiitor}>  waa  laH  the  loaat  oaefid  perM 

ied  from 


qflmVS^.  limg  ae^pMtoral  la  hia  paiish,  a«d  eiqchide 
tafciiig  a«f  Aave  in  the  mnw^fwiant  of  the  eioaleaiaatical  affm  of 
Uie  naiiea,  he  had  leiaore  to  pnah  hia  iaqwiea  kito  the  exteoaire 
fieUlrf  diariagyt  asd  the  history  df  the  Cherah,  and  hOd  iqp  those 
stosea  of  hnovriedcpa  wUeh  he  afterwairda  had  an  ^ppprtmuty  of 
diacoTeriag.  The  sedidoBa  disAaige  of  paaterat  dfrtieaagorded  him 
vagrolar  en^ojneiit,  ead  in  the  sMoeaa  with  whi^  this  w^ 
he  eai^ieyed  the  poiest  gwitifaaiion.  Beaidea  thia,  ho  aiet  oeoaaionr 
aBy  with  hia  hvethraa  of  the  seme  laiiid  at  Aats  and  eonuopeiaiia, 
iri£en  they,  bv  savnymNi  and  eprfewnwiea,  eaeoiaMad  om  another  ie 
adhering  to  toe  good  old  prfaci^  of  the  Chvvch  of  Scotland,  and 
jriaedinftnrgntaeppHfatieawto  God  &r  the  rnnedy  of  thoae  erila 
mder  vhidithaiygaoaMd.  Mr.  liTiBgate*  nentmia  Mr*  Header- 
eon  aa  one  of  theae  ^^geiBy  and  able  miniatora"  irith  whom  he  got 
nofoaiaied  in  aittewwiing  theae  ademn  oeeaaiena,  he^wiaen  the  years 
1696  and  1680,  ^  the  jnenary  of  whmn,"  says  ha,  ""ia  Ywy  preoioiis 


end  refreahnig.'* 

At  length  the  ahae  ftr  ddiremg  the  Gharoh  of  Seothnd  amved 
In  1686^  a  book  of  ewfeftaitfog/  canonr  uraa  aent  down  fron  Ei^ 
land,aadintheQoniaeofthaaaetoyear,abookof  0fidaKi^¥^  After 
aene  dehy,  the  An|^Popiah  lAjiatg^  w  Sennee-ioolh  which  was 
intended  to  oon^^leto  the  changes,  made  its  i^»pearanoe.  Had  Scot- 
Jvid  tamdy  adnnitted  to  this  yoke,  nnd  ellowed  the  thfiee&Id  o^rd 
to  he  thrown  orer  her,  she  might  afterwards  have  sighed  and 
straggled  in  vnfai  fiw  Ubnfty.    Bat  the  arbitrary  maonor  in  whii^ 
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titefle  nttHrmtloiifl  w«i«  iniposed,  nol  tow  afligtili»c  tli«r  ll»  MiitBr 
Hi  thenif  added  to  tile  diasalMkalioaiNrodiieed'lrf  ftnner  moMdiwi 
ef  the  court  and  bisllops,  exrited  unhnenBl  dngasty  and  iirmsed  a 
spiril  of  oppomtioiiy  whidi  mn  'BOt  «lWed,  mtH  not  oidf  tibs 
oimoxioiis  acts  wei^  swept  away,  bat  the  wlu^  fAria  of  E^iaco|MH7v 
which  during  so  many  yean  they  had  labenred  to  rear,  was  tordle^ 
with  the  doiM.  The  mniidt  wUch  was  pitMhMed  by^the  fint  reading 
of  the  Litor^  in  Edinboffgh,  on  the  28d  of  July  1697,  is  well 
known.  And  idthongh  Mr.  Henderaon  had  ao  dnre  in  tids,  or  in 
any  cabal  or  plot  as  his  enemies  hare  allegedi  he,  from  the  irsT 
intimation  of  tlie  projected  changes,  expressed  Us  disappiobatloB 
of  them,  and  did  Hot  scrapie,  after  tli^  appearanoe,  paWciy  ta 
^expose  *^eir  dangetvas  tandeacy.  While  this  eadosred  liim  to 
some,  it  tnritated  the  nding  party  agunst  him,  aad  was  ihenMOMioB 
of  his  being  sin|;led  oat  among  die  olmsts  of  proseetHioa,  to  deter 
others  from  imitating  his  example.  The  Ardibishop  of  fit  An- 
drew's charged  him  and  other  two  ministers,  te  purchaae  each  two 
copies  of  t£»  Litorgy,  for  the  nse  of  their  pariraes,  witl^  fifteen 
dsKf%y  under  the  i^m  of  rebellion.  Mr.  Hendenon  inmediately 
came  to  fidhibniqg:h»  and  on  the  2Sd  of  Aifost,  16S7,  presented  a 
petition  to  'the  piiTy-conncil  for  himself  and  his  brethma,  staling' 
their  objeotionB,  and  praymga  sospensson  of  the  diaif^  1V>  this 
petition,  and  others  c^  a  moilar  hind  from  different  qaarters  of  die 
eoontry,  the  conndl  retaraed  a  frrooraUe  answer,  and  transndtted 
to  London  an  aeeomitcC  the  atersion  of  the  eondlry  te  oonfomnty. 
From  "diis  time  forward,  ^.  Henderson  took  an  adhre  share  in 
all  the  measures  /yf  the  peMoners  against  confonnitjr*  and  his  pm- 
denoe  and  iMigence  contributed  not  a  little  te  bnng  dwa  to  a 
happy  issue.  They  soon  discoTered  his  value,  and  improved  it  by 
employing  Inm  in  Aeur  most  important  and  delicate  tiansaetions. 
Alinr  having  been  amused  for  some  time  with  proaisas,  the  meet- 
ings of  the  petitioners  were  suddenly  prohibited,  by  a  proclamation 
from  his  Majesty,  tmder  pain  of  rebellion.  Alarmed  by  this 
procedure,  and  convinced  that  they  to^Ai  not  joonfido  in  the  conrt» 
diey  saw  the  necessity  of  adi^ting  some  odier  method  for  strsngth- 
ening  their  union.  That  to.  which  they  were  directed  was,  lioth  in 
a  divine  and  human  point  of  view,  the  most  pfepcr.  They  recoU 
J^eted,  that  formeriy  in  'a  time  of  great  dMiger,  the  nation  of 
Scotland  had  entered  into  a  solemn  covenant,  by  which  they 
bound  thmnsdves  to  continue  in  the  true  ProtesCai^  religion,  and 
to  defoad  and  support  one  another  in  that  cause  against  their  com 
teon  enenues.  Tliey  theiefore  agreed  to  renew  &  covenant,  and 
Improved  of  a  draught  for  this  pun>ose.  This  draught  was  unani 
mously  adopted.  It  was  substantially*  tiie  same  with  the  natioaai 
covenant,  iiH^idi  hi^  been  sworn  by  all  ranks,  and  ratified  by  aU 
aatiiorities  in  the  kingdom  during  the  precedhag  reign,  bat  waa 
adapted  to  the  cormptiims  whkh  had  been  intrednced  since  that 
period,  and  to  the  circumstances  in  wluch  the  covenanters  were 
phiced.  On  the  1st  of  March  1639,  it  was  sworn  with  uplifted 
hands,  and  subscribed  in  the  Grayfriars  church  of  Edinbufgh  by 
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.bftksMUi^,  geatay,  biugiMweni  miaiUbm  of 
oMiiiSy'  HMumlled  fiiom  all  parte  of  Sootlaiid. 
daed,"  myi  Afr.  Laiair,  ^of  wUcli  it  would  be 
Inproper  to  foiget  tlio  sothon,  was  prqiai«d  by  Akncandor  Hen- 
dam^  tho  leader  of  tiw  dergy,  aad  Anhfliald  Joftmaton^  af^^ 
ef  Wanialoa,  as  adieaale  in  aiiiaBi  tiie  aappliMEta  ehiefly  c^afided^ 
nd  lemed  by  Bdmemo,  Loadaai»  and  Rotbea." 

The ooe«uy[it  being Ibm  agnedupon,  aad awom  to  by  all  laaka 
ie  tbe  hiid,  tiie  Marqnis  of  Haanhea  waa  aeet  by  Ike  King  witbe 
▼iew  te  iappieaa  it.  After  aefenl  eonferanoea  to  little  parpoae, 
be  at  laat  tald  tiie  8Bpp<»t8ri  of  thait  meaaiire>  tbat  tbe  booic  <rf 
«aiioiia  aad  liliifgy  dmdd  be  diadarged,  on  eondition  tbey  aboold 
'jield  up  tbeir  eoyenant ;  wbiidipropoaitieii  not  only  dupleaaedtliem, 
but  alao  leade  Aem  more  vigilaat  to  aopport  and  vindicate  that 
aoleimi4ieed.  Upon  tbia,  Ifr.  Hend^MA  waa  Again  aot  to  work, 
and  In  a  Aort  time  fimramd  the  piMio  with  aoflicient  grounds  and 
WMaoag  why  tbey  aboold  not  reeede  Cnaa  any  part  of  it. 

6oiae  time  after  tfaby  tbe  TaUea  (as  they  were  called)  of  Peti- 
tioners,  who  were  assembled  at  Edinburgh  for  carrying  on.the  Re- 
ftutaatieB,  being  sorry  that  the  town  and  shire  of  Aberdeen  (in- 
flaeaeed  by  tbe  peranaaion^.  their  doetors)  stood  ont  and  opposed 
IbUt  work,  seat  some  NoUeooen  with  Messrs.  Henderson,  DidDSon, 
aad  Cant,  to  see  tf  they  eoold  reclaim  them.  But  upon  tiieir 
aniral  at  Aberdeen,  tbc^  eoakl  ha¥e  ae  aooeas  to  preadi  in  any 
dn■d^  npen  whieh^  tbe  tbiee  anniaters  i^esolved  to  preach  in  the 
Sari  of  Marisehara  doae  and  hall,  as  the  weather  favonred  them. 
Aeoeviiagly  they  paeashed  hv  tnraa,  Mr.  Dickson  in  the  morning, 
to  avefynameroQS  mahitam;  Mr»  Oaat  at  noon;  and  Mr.  Hen- 
derson St  aigbt)  to  no  less  aa  aaditory  than  in  the  rooming;  and  ail 
oi  tlttm  prssaed  aiynmeata  Hsr  snbacribing  ike  ooTenant ;  which 
bad  sadi  e0bet  iqKm  tbe  people,  that,  after  worship  was  orer, 
about  500  persoasi  of  wbdam  some  were  pec^  of  the  best  ^[uality, 
subscribed.* 

And  here  eae  lidog  was  very  ramaifahle.  While  Mr.  Header- 
son  preadied,  the  crowd  h^iag  very  great,  there  were  some  who 
mocked:  and,  among  tbe  res^  one  John  Logie,  a  student,  even 
*tiirew  doda  at  tbe  coawwasionors.  It  was  howeytt',  remarked,  that 
within  «  few  days  after,  ibis  person  killed  a  yoimg  boy ;  and  though 
at  that  time  be  escaped  justice,  yet  he  was  aftmeaitiB  taken,  and 
esMKuted,  in  1644.  8udi  was  ^e  ftite  of  him,  who  bad  been  so 
fbrward  in  distmbiag  ibe  worsh^  of  God,  and  moddng  at  tbe 
ambassadors  of  Jesus  Christ  1 

in  the  same  year,  1698,  a^tiie  famous  General  Assembly,  which 
met  at  Gksgp»w,  4e  Hm  wMoh  bad  been  conyened  for  a  loi^ 
period,  Mr.  Henderson,  wi^out  one  contrary  vote,  was  chosen 
ttodmrtor.  Coaaidnnig  tbe  critical  state  of  affiurs,  the  period 
wbkb  bad  sbqpaed  since  a  Goieral  Assembly  bad  been  Md  ki 


*  Ses  Skmrntna^S  RNtory  of  Vtnf^  and  Statt^  t^  !L  p.  384. 
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Seotii^  tie  inqportsbt  iKsenwknii.  wpattUd,  sbi  tlw  ifiiiltilsaii 
agsembled  to  wilnefli  tbmi^  the  Mm§.  ol  Aif  atetiM,  in  »  ptoMr 
maimer,  WW  of  gvealeoiiseqiience  k  nqiibwl  a  penw  of  anillo- 
ritf,  reeoltttHm  sad  pnidMioe;  oim  "mkm  oovld  od  in.  a  difiumU 
•iCnatioiv  ia'wldcli  ke  haA  mAfanmsAf  booi  pI^Moi.  Mr.  ^Mdei^• 
•on  had  giren  evkkaee  of  kin  pnMssing  thoiB  qiii1iiBarioog»  and 
having  by  solemn  pnyer,  coMtitntod  tibe  Aniomldy  eif  fw«v  in  the 
name  of  die  Lovd  Jes&i  damt;  ht  addnmod  th«  Mflmhew  In  a 
neat  and  appropriate  apeed^  and  indeed  threnplmnt  the  wholo  of  i^ 
fnUyjttstifiwi  the  good  eptniaawhwh  hie  bietfarenenterlMnf 
To  hit  Mi^esty'ft  coaunimioner  he  hehnrod  with  the  graatort]reep6c4 
and  at  the  smne  tini»  with  an  indiyondenno  and  fiinmmn  which 
became  the  presideni  of  a  &«o  nMihUiy.  fiis.behATioQrto  the' 
nobility  and  gentry,  who  wove  msmbers^  end  to  his  hrelhren  in  the 
minietry,  was  ofnally  deoorons.  Hia  prodenee  and  abihty  woie  pmt 
to  the  test  on  two  ocdision8,**-the  posmntnre  dietobition  of  the 

the  bishops.     Of  his  condnct  in  these,  it  is  peopor  to  gkjet  some 
acooont. 

Althongh  the  King  had  called  the  AisenUy,  i*  wee  not  hM  design 
to  allow  them  lairly  to  proeeed  to  tim  dieeaenon  of  Oficiltisinrticnl 
business,  and  to  oxanune  and  reettfy  abases*  The  Mnr^pue  of 
Hamilton,  his  commissiofeier,  had  inetrootiens  not  to  eooeent  ftittnd- 
ly  to  any  part  of  ihdr  proeednre,  and  at  n  proper  tbm  to  o^ote  n 
-nultity  to  the  whole.  On  the  other  hnedi  the  membeia  eooAdseed 
themsehres  as  a  free  Assembly,  and  were  msdmd  te  dikun  and 
•exerdse  that  liberty  and  power  wUeh  they  poMessoi»  egreaaUy  to 
the  laws  of  the  land,  retiring  the  Fuiehjflmien  govemmenty  and  the 
freedom  oi  its  jndicateiries.  The  dadneteiiB'  ef  tho  badkops  hwring 
been  read,  at  the  r^ieated  request  of  the  fimissinnini>  tho  Aeesinbly 
were  proceeding  in  coarse  to  vote  themsclTsn  caaytewt  jndgee  of  the 
libels  raised  against  them.  Upon  tUs,  the  eommmsionst  interposed* 
and  declared  &at  if  they  proceeded  to  this,  he  conld  eontiann  with 
iik&m  no  longer,  and  deUrered  bis  Msfesty'n  eeneiBSsions  to  ho  vend 
and  registered.  After  the  desk  bed  read  them^  die  modpmter 
addressed  hSs  Grace  in  a  gram  and  wnH  digsaled  spocHok  Bnt 
again  on  moring  the  question  bofere  them«  ^  oonunSsaoner  re^ 
peated,  that  in  this  ease,  it  b^oved  Urn  to  wjlhiiarr..  **  I  wish  the 
contrary  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,''  eeal  •  Mr*  HaBdenon* 
^  and  that  your  Grace  would  eontinner  to  faronr  ne  wMi  ftmr 
presence,  without  ohstrneling^  the  wmic  sod  fteedaaa  of  the  Aami- 


my."  But  after  haying  in  Tain  insisted  on  the  modasntav  to  eon* 
dude  wiA  fHrayer,  tiie  cemmiseioner  di4  ^  Us  Mmeety *«  neme, 
dissolre  the  Assembly,  dbdiargfaig  thnm. under  iiam  mghest  pains 
irom  eontnming  to  sit  longer.  .  ' 

Upon  the  commissioner's  leairing  the  hense^  the  tnodeealar  do- 
Ilverod  an  animating  address  to  ike  AsaemUyw  .  Ho  rendnded  them 
of  the  divine  countenance  which  had  hitherto  been  shewn  to  them  in 
the  midst  of  their  greatest  difficulties.  At  th^  op^aing  of  the  next 
session,  he  again  addressed  tbeoiy  pntting  them  in  mind  of  the 
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»rapritty  rf  tfctir  fi»i%  ytMBlfcr  itHXilw,  inttiit^. 

iii  wiufili  Aoy  wane  .Bonr  pliani,  to  grayi^i^iikftifee08»  ioid'OnlM' ; 
wi  Minoe  iviuth  1«u  pnwUilly  GAwplM  witli»  Aroaghoul  the 
■rfaplB  of  111  Iflwg  ArrtimMy.     . 

Hw  AamaMf  hgab^  finulMd  tke  yoecoeeg  «f  the  bkliops, 
opwd^altlie^leeeofliieb  IMiMiiu>o,«bEit  the  iMttonoes  passed 
dgifalit  ^heM  bb«uld.  k»  pdiWy  fioiUMHioed  ueoct  day  by  the 
iuoderaloi^ irflar* aenMNi  teheprenoliadbyhinH  ioitabk  to  the  feolemn 
^mtkiii.  Aoeor£ii9ly,«t^beiiinei^ppamted»he]iBeaiAiedbefa^ 
nrflm^maiiiWPfiGnmFml*cxk.h  Tke  Lord  mud  wUo  m^  Lord, 
nt  Aou  ai  my  right  handy  until  I  make  thine  enmnieo  iky  fMstooL 
^Aer  flBMrtbg  the  atapt  iPlikh  the  AaBemUjr  hiid  trica^ 
iMidbaMMtc^lhe^vadeaeaagiitiiatdie  badiopa  to  be^  read  for  thb 
loitiafefethNi  «r4»|iaaiplai  ha^  ''  iir «  very  dreadftil  aoid  grare  mmo- 
netf"  9af%  iMie  whs  via  fireaeMl,  ^<  |MronoiUtQed  the  aentencet  of 
•depoflttioa  md  eat  uMBwa  tttiaii ;  the  wfacde  AaaemWy  beiag  deeply 
)mcled,dndi]kdiRththeHU^glkif  eiDo^  pity, 

wid  «m." 

On  1km  dvf  Mhamag^  taro  ai^UfiailioiM  weca  girea  in,  for  H- 
hoty  fa  Irttewaailnhliii  fltaia  Laaflhan,  the-Mie  to  ^Aubew%  the 
4»lfcer  ta>BdUMfh;  hut  toBeithar  of  theae  waa  ha  wiHing  to  agpree, 
htofwig  aJiuaij  htem  mMf  ttghtaan  yearo  takiafeer  of  ^at  pariah. 
li8{M  that  it^  ^mm  aaw.  to»  old  a  planit  to  take  foot  in  another 
a»M|  yet,  after ■oBdic—Hal  he^wixt  iht  two  partiea  for  some  days> 
IDiiiilaigli  oarried  it  hy  aawMty^^ve  y^ftm^  xesrj  modi  ag^aat  hk 
iaciltaMiUB.«>*4io<WHiia,  ha  aohantted,  on  condition,  ^hat  when  old 
a^ahoeSd  waHaiiehfaB»  heah9Bldagain<l)0rein<»vedto  a  aountry 
n.  At  the  ooanlaBkKa  af  the  AaeanaUyi  ha  addressed  them  in 
m^ipeaidi  of  (eonadeaahla  fangA ;  nf  iWaoh  ire  oan  heae  -only 
Bfit  «a  oudiae.  Ha  u|wh>gT«ed  lir  the  impeofect  Hiaaner  in 
^rhMi  lie  IhkI  idMangBi  the  daiiaa  af  the  siteation  in  whiifli  Ihey 
laiphwed  him,  aaadttfaaafaadtheBi.for  rendering  hui  task  CO  iBasy  by 
Ihe  auoiner  hmidehibay  had  conducted  tftamaelnrea ;  exhorted  them 
yaiaftJly  la  raaenher  Ae  woadeiM  goadness  af  die  Ahnighly, 
ma4  not  «a  a^arloakithe  tDatanees^faDonr  whieh  they  had  xtoeiyad 
^frsm  1helrt^aiMfal«wnemgn<  he  adveated  to  thejgatting^ofae  from 
wMehthey  had  been  i  aenaud ;  poinled  ent  aame  >of  the  visible  maite 
^ik^^^nger  of  Gad  m  Morning  iMB ;  and  earnestly  exhorted  them 
^^^diecwet  aee  ami  steady  mahitaaanpe^  dieUberties  vhich  ihey 
hhd^yiaUmd.  <<  Waavailikasman  that  haahan  long  in  inons,"  he 
obsw^ed,  **  nhe,  ater  Ihay  aae  off,  and  he  redeemed^  focfls  not  his 
^hoimfer  aeiM  4kia»  hatthaiamastof  tfiammalfias  hhnapprehrad 
iliattteyiaiPe'on'Umatiit  aaitisarith  ns;  wedo  not  yet  feel  oar 
'^bevty.  fUse  head^f^saaaenddafectioB;  and  rather  endore  the  greats 
^te^^Mm^tlmnheetflttigled  again  adth  the  y^  In 

conclusion,  he  incalcaled  npon  them  a  ^fivonrable  construction  of  his 
Majesty^s  oj^poattionte  thmn^  esqiresaed  his  high  souse  of  the  distin- 
goished  part  which  the  nobles,  barons,  and  burgesses  had  acted,  of  the 
JmoBony  whioh  Imd  jpoiffsM  amoii«>the  miniatersy^ 
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£rom the dPr of  Oimgair*  Aftw deiiniip tome nwnmrt  ikpwapftf 
any  tUngwlyelLkelifldoiiihled,  he  ooodnMl^  wilk  pioyery  magwf; 
the  ISSdpBalm,  and  pronemieing  the  vp^^itMotl  faenedMbm  Up<» 
whidithe  AMmUyareieinti^iimplL  We  koM  itom  cmi  down  ik§ 
fixiUiofJeHokOi  saidMr.HenJknon  wfien  tile  meoihen  wen  rinng^ 
kt  him  that  retMieA  them  beiam^cflkB^e^ 

In  16S9»  he  was  one  of  ibMe  commkitiiRied  for  the  .chttreh,  to 
treat  upon  the  artielee  iA  padjcalion  with*  the  lOng  ^nd  faia  eom* 
mbdonen,  in  which  difficult  afivur  he  behsped  wilh  gveal  pmdenoe 
and  candour. 

When  tiie  General  AaBemUy,  Ae  eame  year,  tat  down  at-  Sdin- 
burghy  August  1%  having  beet  tiie  former  BM^deralor,  he  preadied 
to  tib^n  from  Acts  t.  S8.  When  they  heard  that,  «%  eeereteitto  Me 
hearty  and  toek  counsel  to  ele^  them.  Towards  I&  doae  of  his 
discourse,  he  addressed  Jolm,  Eari^  of  Ti  a^nair,  hb  Migeatjr's  com- 
missioner, in  these  werds:-^^  We  besaocif  ydw  Oraoe  to  see  that 
Cffisar  have  his  own,  but  let  him  not  have  what  is  due  to  CM,  by 
jwBom  kings  re%n.  God  liath  exalted  your  grace  uiie  anny  lii^ 
places,  within  these  few  yean,  and  is  atUl  dxmig  so.  Be  tenkftil, 
and  Idbour  to  exi^  Christ's  throne.  When  the  Iseadites  ciBie  eat 
of  Egypt,  they  gave  att  the  silrer  and  gold  they  hsd  earned  thence^ 
fbrthe  Dttilding^of  the  tabemade ;  in  hke  maaner  ^leur  Grftoe  nmat 
■employ  all  your  psrta  and  endowments  fer  buiMfng  «p  the  Oharchetf 
God  in  this  land."  And  to  the  adembees^  he  said,  ^Ridift  Honouf^ 
aUe,  Worshipful,  and  Reverend,  go  <m  in  your  aealaiia  eeDSta«^; 
true  zeal  doth  not  cool,  bvt  the  longer  it  buna  the  norcf  fiemnt  it 
will  grow.  If  it  diall  please  God,  that  by  yenr  meaas  Ae  light  of 
the  gospel  diall  be  contmued,  and  that  you  have  diehonevr  of  being 
instrumental  in  a  blessed  Reformation,  it  shall  be  useM  and  eeo^ 
fortaUe  to  yourselves  and  your  posterity.  But  let  your  aeldb^  always 
tempered  with  moderation;  for  aeal  is  a  good  servant,  but  a  bad 
master;  like  a  ship  that  hath  a  Mi  sail,  but  no  rudder.  We  had 
much  need  of  Chriatiaa  prud^oe,  for  we  knew  what  adfaatnge 
seme  have  attempted  to  take  of  us  this  way.  For  dua  veason,  let  it 
be  seen  to  die  world,  diat  Presbytery,  the  goveknmeat  we  eentead 
for  in  the  Qiureh,  can  consist  very  well  wi£  monarchy  in  the  State ; 
and  thereby  we  shall  gain  the  fovour  of  our  King,  and€rod  shall  get 
the  glory."  After  tluB  discourse,  and  the  oallmg  of  die  commifr- 
sions,  Traquair  earnestly  desired  that  Mr*  Henderson  might  be 
continued  moderator.  Whether  due  was  to  promote  his  Masler'a 
designs  or  frimi  a  regard  to  Mr.  Hendersoti'a  aMitieSj  as  the  Bad 
pofessed,  is  not  certain ;  but  the  Assembly  oppOied  die  motiwiy  as 
fovonring  too  mudi  die'  idea  of  a  cofutan^  modeeatorek^f  one  oc 
die  first  st^  takra  towards  the  introdnotion  of  Prelacy ;  andno 


•  8m  tbnt  atiOm  in  Am  Wetfitf  eiOatdk  Mid  ittitB^  vA  B.  ^  745^  i 
CMl  Win  of  Ofwt  Briteiq,  p.  10^  ftc 
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On  (he  3Ut  of  tbe  fane  month,  Mr,  ll^iideno^  was  also  called 
upon  la  ppeaeh  at  the  opening  efparliani^iit,. and  delivered  an  excel* 
/eat  disepOEie  ftom  1  Tun.  iL  1-^y  in.  which  he  treated  in  a  mas* 
terly  atile  of  the  end»  duties^  and.  utility  ef  Magistrates. 

In  the  year  164Q,  ^  .was.  placed  as*  Rector  at  the  head  of  the 
Univebily.of  £dinbur;gfh»  hy  the  townrc^unc^  of  that  city*  .  They 
had  now  resolved,  thai  the  office  should,  be  annual,  with  the  view  or 
rendering  it  more  efficient.  Nor  had.  they  aaj  reason  to  repent  of 
the  electipn  to  that  office  of  Mr.,  Henderson.  They  empowered 
him  to  superintend  all,  matters  connected  with  the  conduct  of  the 
principal  and  professors,  the  education  of  youth,  the  revenoes,  &c ; 
to  admonish  dfenders^imd,  in  case  of  obstinacy,  to  make  a  report 
to  t^  town-cenuciL  la  this  office,  which^  he  aj^^ears  to-  hiftve 
eiyoyed,  by.  re^eleotioDt  to  his  death,  he  exerted,  himself  sedulously 
to  promote  the  iuterssts  of  Uua  learned  seminary.. 

Fnun  the  superintendence  of  this  peaoeful  seat  of  literature^  and 
from  hia  pastoral  functions,  Mr.  Henderson  was  again  relnetantly 
caUedby  anew  embreilmeat  of  publioaffiuvs.  The  King,  yiekling 
to  th»  importunate  soUciiations  of  the  Episcopal  do^,  having  r^ 
fiised^  netwithstauding  his  promise  at  the  late  pacnfication»  to  ratify 
theeonclBsions  of  the- Assembly  and  Parliament,  suddenly  prorogued 
the  latter,  denouBCSjd  the  Sc^ts  as  rebels,  and  prepared  again  to  invade 
the  ooimtry.  But  the  anscessxif  the  Scottish  army,  which  entered 
Kngjand  in  August  IMP,  necessitated  him,  a  second  time  to  accede 
to  ^jncifie  propesab ;  and  » treaty  to  this  effect  was  begun  at  Rippo% 
whiqh  io  »  short  time  after  was  transferred  to  London.  Mr.  Heur 
derso*  was  appomted  one  of  the  oommissioners  for  this  treatyii 
and  en  this  occasion  distingpished  himself,  as  the  author  of  a  very 
aUepaMT,  whkli  waa  ultimately  transmitte4  to  the  English  parUsr 
men^  m  siqipori  of  the  Scottish  Compiissioners  for  <<  unity  of 
religion,  and  uniformity  of  church  government  in  t]ia.two  Idngdoms.? 

Indeed)  during  the  ^<de  time  that  he  waa  in  London,  attending 
on  the  treaty,  udiich  was  protracted  througb  nine  months,  he  was 
laboriously  anployed.  Besides  taking  his  turn  with  hb  brethren, 
who  attended  as  chiylains  to  the  Scottish  commisaioners,  in  the 
ekureh  of  St.  AnthoKne's,  which  was  assigned  unto  them  as  a  plaoe 
of  puUio  worship,  he  and  tbey  were  oftmi  employed  in  preaching 
for  the  London  ministers,  both  on  Sabbath  apd  on.  other  days.  He 
prepared  several  tracts  for  the  prew,  wUch  were  published  without 
Ins  name.  The  polishing  of  the  most  in9>ortant  papers  of  the 
Soottish  oommiarioDers  was  oonmiitted  to  him,  before  they  were 
giren  in  to  the  commissbnew  and  Parliament  of  Sngiand,  ainl  those 
which  reqieeted religion  wereof  his  composition. 

During  his  stay  in  London,  he  had  a  private  conference  with  the 
King,  the  special  object  of  whicli  was  ta  procure  assistance  to  the 
universities  in  Scotland,  from  the  lenta  formerly  appropriated  to  the 
bishope.  He  waa  graciously  received,  and  got  reason  to  aspect  that 
his  request  would  be  complied  with. 
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ral  Assembly  had  met  at  St.  Andrew^s  some  days  before ;  Ihvrt  U  tiMi 
Psrlianlieitt,  <vAa  w««  sitting  in  fiifiiibttfglt,  htui  fe^it  i6  re^pest 
them  td  trnlidMe  tiu^Mlf^  to  that  plaee,  foi^  ib&  OMiff«i)^^  ^ 
those  ^hn  Wete  meifebers  of  bodi,  aAd  te  they  -vHdMd  tfattt  Mr^ 
Henderson,  arho  had  not  then  retiirned  fhmt  Lmidoii^  ^trt^d  act  as 
inodeMor  of  Ats  meH^tbig,  tM  Meftihei^  iigi^ed  that  itey  ^faoidd 
meet  at  Edhibiirp  irh  thd  S7ih  of  jfoly^  Mid  that  the  fonlief 
moderator  should  {^r^sHte  tmtft  that  l9itte.  Bfr.  Hendwson  had  been 
elected  a  ihember  of  this  Artembly ;  but,-  M  it  was  vMoertok  if  he 
coald  be  pi^esent,  his  cotistitQents  had  <^e^iled  Mr.  Tt6f£&A  tosAp^y 
his  bhuse  in  ciise  of  Ins  absence,  atid  ke  hUd  taken  his  seil  at  St. 
An^w^s.  Upon  Mr.  |Ie(id^i«on's  anflral)  Mr.  VA^^iM  pmpwed 
to  give  place  to  him.  Thit  nn^  Iceen);^  o^j^s^byM^.  ^iMerwood^ 
trho  itoisted  tliat  his  cominitision  cotdd  not  no#^  be  reie^lved;  ki 
whidi  he  this  seconded  hf  Mt.  HeiidtetsM  hkMi^  But  the 
Assembly  sustained  his  commisisi^,  aiHl  a}Uid«)|^  hte  ditorecttted  the 
burden  of  inoderaiin^,  tiUs  i^  in»^  %y  a  ploriMty  or  rotes,  kid 
upon  hhn* 

Mr.  Henderson  delirered  to  the  Asseknbty  ii  lett^  #Udi  he  hftd 
bH>u^t  intfl  htiki,  fitmi  a  iHiihbet*  bf  ttiinistetv  in  liolldoii  ted  its 
▼icinil]^,  r^besting  adtioe  froift  the  AtteertAbly  MSpeMHig  th^ 
opinions  of  some  of  their  brelhrefi  %^hd  !tie(ki(»d  Ui  IndejpeMdencyi 
and  popular  gotemment  in  iSbb  ChoNiL  The  Ammlbhf  ganre  1^ 
Instmctions  to  answer  lUs  letlfer.  He  ihe  MMA,  thtiit  tlie  A». 
ilsmbly  tAidnld  tak^  st^  fo^  drawing  up  A  eettf^Mdoti  vf  fiaUi, 
i&tecmsiti,  directory  for  worship,  and  (Utftn^  ^  gnvet^flnent^  fh 
Hrhidi  England  might  afterwards  a^pt«e  MriA  them ;  «  ttiotiM  iAklh 
"Wbb  imanrmously  aj^proved  of,  tad  the  burden  bf  prepartt^  ilMmi  at 
Irst  hand  was  liAd  upon  the  merer ;  liberty  l>ifing  at  the  saiMr  time 
giten  hbhi  to  abstain  Amn  preaching  ^Hien  h^  iheuM  ind  it  t&eoeai- 
s^  in  nitending  to  thit  interestif^  hosiAess,  tad  of  eellitig  in  th^ 
aid  of  sudi  of  his  btiethii^  as  he  pleased^  H«  dedined  the  tilsk  Hm 
too  ardtrous,  Ibutit  was  left  upon  him ;  and  tilMtt  feta  be  litttedotibt, 
tiittt  diis  early  appoiiHnlient  contributed  to  pi^c^MM  Wk  ftr  gtriiig 
assistance  in  that  woiir,  ^Hieh  it  wias  itfterwards  tad^takte  by  the 
Assembly  M  Westminster. 

Plrerion^  to  tiie  condnifon  of  this  AilMiki%  he  petitioned  for 
Vlberty  to  l^  trtaslated  ftom  Edinbuigh.  He  viged,  thit  Ids  roice 
\vna  too  weak  for  tay  of  the  chuj^es  in  totm ;  that  hit  heallih  was 
worse  there  thta  in  any  ^^r  pl^  sb  flAt  to  Iteep  hittf  there  iN«s 
to  kin  hfitt ;  und  tiiat,  in  the  act  for  Ids  IftmslatiOii  ^m  Xjeuchtai 
there  #as  ah  exp^i'ess  da^e,  which  ptorlded  thAt  he  idietdd  hare  the 
liberty  whidi  he  tiow  craVed.  The  Assembly  w<^  mnch  pet^lexed 
by  t|iis  petition.  It  #as  at  liitt  grartted  hoi«^rer^  bttt  h^  either  did 
not  fold  it  necessfti^^  or  wtas  prera%d  upon  tidt  tb  maiie  sole  rf  the 
lilierty  wlndt  lie  ^bblined. 

King  ChaHes,  baring  come  to  Bcodaind  Id  be  iiyefMt  M  the 
Pa^rfitaie^  hM  at  "this  ^fti^  attended  on  tihe  fortaeon  of  the 
Sabbath  after  his  aniral,  at  the  Alibey  Chtttth,  and  hburd  Mr. 
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midM  kirn,  an M  Mtg/^:  Id  wka^  b$  ghry  Jitt  mfw*  Amm,  la 
lAm  wtutmmk  hfe  abiaiABd  kiliiMtf ;  fcM  Mn  He&dBMon  bftTiag  a^n^ 
Teraed  with  him  respecting  ASm,  ha  afttrwwda  fftftooeast^Dt atr 
teaiaaoe.  Hnrng  heifei  appeiiiMd  his  ^hapiajiii  Miw  HendMrion 
fiwftiMuedflrtay'^rarthy  fa  ihe  pttoro  eiVTy  amnwi^  and  e¥«iipg» 
■ftor  tin  SoottiriL  rfemu  Hb  Mi^Mjr  atleaded  d«ly  niKia  m» 
aarvlM,  ted  ^dahited  to  tpi^^j^  «f  di— ititfaglio»  or  tenipl^  at 
ikm  want  ef  a  IHoigj  and  oaremaiMdB ;  a  wcamBlafioa  which  gaY« 
the  SeotB  «iiacMta^;«nasiit,  to  expact  thai  he  woald  earily  give  way  to 
the  mfortealioa  of  the  BngUdi  aanriee.  On  thd  k^  dMr  of  tho 
wbetiDg  of  ftrfiament,  wUeh  it  waa  the  eualom  to  hold  with  great 
aeiemnity,  Us.Mijestj  beiag  seMd  te  hia  tittona^  and  the  eatatea 
in  iheir  pfawes,  Mr*  Heikdenoa  bagwi  with  prayer  s  and  die  imiaeM 
hong  finiriwd,  he  dosed  ike  n^etfag  with  a  sermon.  Hie  reYenuoi 
ef  the  Mshopms  hein|^  divided  at  tins  PHrlkliiaA;  Mr.  Henderson 
exerted  Mnaself  to  the  ooeasfMiiotlhb  SaetMiebiTersitieai  and  by 
Ida  laiaNiee,  what  briooged  to  tiHe  hiahc^e  of  Ediidmrgh^  and 
priory,  was  aet  witkoat  diffiori^r,  prOonred  far  ike  muTersity  of 
tbat  dty.  Aad  aa  k  ittoayeace  for  hb  eifa  kboHena  aad  expen- 
aiye  serricei  in  llie  oaikae  bf  tW  pAlie^  the  emolaaiMits  of  the 
eikai^d'royal^  amdaatnigt^  ahoot'MOO  aitikB  4-year»  ware  conferred 
apon  him. 

Seme  of  hia  fMends  trcr^  displeasod  iHth  his  eendnot  dumg  thb 
Iftffliaamity  partioifari]r  ia  teog  aieaila  to  saveen  from  punishment 
aome  persona  who  had  elitered  fatt»' SBj^agem;witS}  hostile  to  the  late 
proceedings  of  the  aatito ;  aad  rtyorts,  b^ariens  to  his  characterv 
and  1^  parity  of  las  molvrasy  were  eireolatedi  and,  aa  is  common  ia 
sodi  eaaea,  nret  wilk  too  easy  belie&  Bal  eae^  who  di^ioied  inm 
him  in  opinion  aa  to  the  ittealares  in  qtiestion»  beaxa  witness,  that 
*<  his  pesi  honesty^  aad  inpahJlbkdabiMtiea  to  serve  this  Clmrch  and 
kiaadDib,  did  ere^  remain  imtaiitted."  Ill  the  Uttift  Assembiy,  he 
BMrie  a  long  and  impassieaed  apology  tor  his  cendnoU  He  sai^ 
that  eaMski  tldnga  for  whidl  he  waa  bhaaed  were  done  by  the  comr 
mlsshlaarfc  of  the  iShaid^  Hot  by  hies;  tiait  what  he  had  received 
from  the  King  fei^  las  atteadimee  i^eii  a  paitifol  chatg%  was  no 
penaioii ;  that  htf  had  as  yet  toaohed  aone  of  it  t  that  he  was  vexed 
with  ii^arioas  eahalmses.  Havix^  veaMd  hb  adnd,  aad  received 
Ihe  sttfjpatky  of  his  bHthreta,  and  the  assmMaea /^  thetr  aashakea 
eoafidanee  ia  him,  he  reeevered  hb  ohenfidiies^ 

DttdHgthe  year  l«4fl^  Bfe.  Headersoa waseaq^ed  in  managing ' 
th«  aatveapendleace  v^tb  Bariaad  myjiBting  eoclesuatioal  reforma- 
ttUn  aad  mdoik  Hie  Pmatmrat  of  fit^iaad  having  abolished 
PftdMy^  leqaeated  that  tfeiiM  divilies  sboald  be  aent  from  Scotlaad 
U  assbt  sa  the  Synod  whsoh  l^  had  agreed  to  ealL  Upon  tfab 
the  ooittldssiea  ef  tfab  Chnnii  met,  and,  beit^  anthorbed  by  the 
liirmer  Crtaeral  Assembly,  appointed  certaiti  perseas  aa  ceamiis- 
l&oaers^  te  be  ready  to  raptir  te  Bngbnd  as  aoon  as  it  shonld  be 
tncabsary.  Mr^  Headeisoa  waa  one  of  theseL  He  was  averse  to 
ttiiaiipofaltlDsnt,  piatliting,  that  ofi  hb  foiaier  journey  he  thought 
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he  riMndd  m,re  ^Mt  beAm  he'readnd  LmAdt;  fine  lie  «fi  ksf 
acroiesced^  net  without  compbdiniig,  thM  sove  penonr  wvie  icdhr 
to  impose  heavy  burdens  upon  him,  andafterwards  t6  inreiit  or  re- 
oeiye  reports  injvrioin  to  his  character. 

'The  disBentiona  between  the  King-  and  Fnt^ameutf  whidk  had 
BOW  borst  out  into  adhril  war,  Ibr  some  time  hisdered  dni  joione f^ 
Mr,  Hettderaoii  was  sinta^ljr  disposed  to  lae  ftverj  pnper  meaas. 
for  eflfoctin^  a  reoondliittion,  and  joined  with  a  nmnbef  ef  leadiog^ 
men  in  an  inyitation  to^  the  Q«een  to  oome  to  SKotliaid;  with  ^■ 
riew  of  promoting  a  mediatiod ;  a  proposition  whadt  was  rejected^ 
by  the  Khig.  Aner  tiiis,  he  'vi^nt  in  person  to  his  Jlkfoiesty  alt 
Oxford^  in  eompany  with  the  oommisrioiiers,  who  were  sent  tty 
offer  tiie  me^Kaition  ii  Soothmd.  The  intoriew,  howevto)  prodaoedt 
no  good  effect  At  fint  his  Migesty  treated  him  with-  nmh  atten-^ 
tion,  md  strore  to  conrinoe  him  of  the  jostice  ci  hb  eaoae;  hvA  aa 
soon  as  he  fbnnd  ^lat  he  did  not  acquiesce  in  his  lopiesentarioni  hi» 
bdiayiour  to  him  altiered  completely.  He  eroroisod  IrighoAenoe  at* 
the  interest  tiiat  the  Scots  took  in  the  remmatioB  of  Bagiand, 
vindicated  his  employing  of  Pi^nsts  in  the  army,  and  rslbsed  aa 
allowance  to  the  commisnonen  to  proceed  to  Lmsdon  to  treat  ynih 
the  Parliament  They  were  forthwith  insulted  in  the  streets  l^tho 
inhabitants  of  Oxford,  and  w^re  even  under  apfHrehensions  of  their^ 
personal  safety.  While  Mr.  Henderson  remained  there,,  seaw  c€ 
the  university  divines  wished  to  engage  him  in  oontrorersyv  by  pro* 
posing  certain  questions  to  him  respecting  church  govenunent,  boir 
he  dcNclined  the  dispute,  and  signified  that  his  basinen  waa  w^  the 
King.  Upon  his  return  to  Edinburgh,  tbe  commissioneisa  ef  the 
Church  expressed  their  entire  sadsfection  widi  his  conduct,  and  their 
judgment  was  approved  by  the  next  Assembly,  whe  pronowiced  hb 
carriage  to  have  been  *<  faithful  and  wisew^ 

The  Scots  befaig  highly  dissatisfied  with  the  tre^ment  wludithmr 
commissioners  had  received  at  Oxfoid,  soon  after^eatered  into  a 
very  close  aDiance  with  the  Piufiament  of  England,  ui  consecpMioo 
of  which  Mr.  Henderson  was,  afterwards,  again  sent  to  London. 

Meantime,  however,  upon  his  return  he  was  chosen  modetator  to 
the  General  Assembly  of  1643 ;  which  was  rendered  ramarkdbW  by 
the  presence  of  the  l^glish  commissioners,  vis.  f^  WiMiam  Annyui 
Sir  Hany  Vane,  Mr.  Hatdier,  and  Mr.  Dariey,  firom  the  parliameait^ 
together  with  two  miniiitws,  via.  Stephen  Marshall,  a  PreabyteriaB; 
and  Philip  Nye,  au  Independent.  Time  persons  w^re  ooaBSBSsioned 
to  the  General  Assembly,  ciaving  their  aid  and  covmd  upon  the  then 
emergent  circumstances  of  both  kingdoms,  and  in  their  preaenae  the 
business  of  the  Assembly  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Henderson  in  hia 
official  capacity,  with  great  dignity  and  decorum.  He  waa  vmong 
the  first  of  those  nonnnated  as  oommiaBionoia»  to  go  up  in  ratum  to 
the  parliament  ai^  Assembly  of  Ekigisnd.  And  so  in  a  liMie  after, 
Mr.  Henderson,  and  Mr.  Gillespie,  with  Mr.  Hatcher  and  Mr.  Nye^ 
set  out  for  London,  to  have  the  solemn  league  ratified  tli«e,  it 
having  been  agreed  i^n,  that  the  union  between  the  .two  Idngr 
dome  shonld  be  cemented  by  suA  a  deed.    They  set  sail  firomLeiA 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


ALEXAMIMBB  HEMPBBSOK  187 


en  Ito  aodk  of  Aufiirt.  Tte  ^Mt  rf  liie  conmuMioiMn  fllsyed 
behind)  nntil  k  dunild  be  ielaffne<L-^Upon  their  amval  at  Londcm 
where  the  AmmMj  cf  DiTinee  were  new  sittings  and  to  whom  they 
were  appointed  teniHeeent  the  Chusdi  of  Sootlaady  Mr.  Henderaoa 
and  his  DfeAreny  xeoeiYed  a  wareant  from  ,tha  pariiemeAt  to  nt  in 
the  next  meeting.  This  warrant  was  presented  bv  Mr.  Haider-  . 
eon,  npen  winch  tiie  Assembly  sent  out  tliree  of  iheir  number  to 
faitroddoe  tliem.  At  their  entry.  Dr.  Twisse»  tiie  pr^dooutor,  arose 
and  weieomed  them  in  name  of  the  AssonUy,  tmd  erao^limented 
tinm£u'tiiehaaarddiiBy  had  undergone  in  tliepnhliBoaiase»  both  by 
sea  and  land;  after  wlinli,  they  were  led  V>  a |daee  the  most  oen- 
Tenient  in  the  boose,  wliidi  they  kept  ever  after.* 

The  solemn  league  having  already  beoa  approved  by  the  two 
Houses  of  ParluuBeat,  and  this  yeneraUe  AaBeinbly»  the  members 
of  the  latter,  widi  those  of  the  Bbuse  of  Omunoas,  eonvened  iii 
St.Maigaret*s,  Westminster,  upon  dm  ,25th  of  Sof^tonber;  and  having 
irst  sworn,  afterwards  sabsar3>ed  it  Immediately  before  they 
proeeededto  tfais  sdieam  wnrk,  Mr.  Henderson  deliyered  an  address 
to  them,  in  which  he  warmly  retommended  the  datf,  as  pleasing  to 
Oodf  eopenqpiified  by  odier  churches  and  kingdoms,  and  accompanied 
with  the  most  astonishing  saceeas. 

During  the  three  years  following,  he  remained  at  London  ;aad  was 
tnnemittingly  employed  m  assistii^  the  Assembly  in  preparii^  the 
pobliC'^Dnmilaries  for  the  religious  union  between  the  three  king- 
doms, wludi  had  been  sworn  in  the  solemn  league.  Being  a 
stmiger,  and  sustaining,  with  the  rest  of  the  commissjoneBs  from 
Sooliaiid,  a  peculiar  reliUion  to  the  AssemUy,  he  spcdce  but  seldom 
in  its  Abates,  But  when  it  was  necessary  to  vmdicate  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  of  the  other  reformed  diurohe^ 
from  slanderous  imputations,  he  did  not  keep  silence.  Mr.  Nye, 
httfing  one  day  undertaken  to  demonstrate,  that  the  Presbytmian 
mode  of  drawing  a  whole  Idngdcmi  under  one  national  assembly,  was 
formidable  and  pemimons  to  civil  states  and  kingd(Mns,^Mr.  Hen- 
derson, indignant  at  sndi  kngaage  from  one  wh»  had  sdemnly 
engi^ped  to  preserve  die  government  of  die  Church  of  Scotland,  with 
honest  warmdi  repelled  the  charge.  He  remonstrated  against  the 
mflanmiatorytwideacy  of  sndispeedies,  and  shewed  that  he  had  ca> 
lunmiated  not  only  the  Church  of  Sootbuid,  but  all  termed  churches 
idntever.  His  wisdom  was  di^layed  in  preserving  harmony  among 
the  membera  of  AssemUy,  as  to  those  measures  which  were  requisite 


*  The  ftOowing  aceoimt  of  the  order  of  this  flutnoiu  aesembly,  may  be  eiteeiauRl 
luteftiUng.  The  prolocutor,  Dr.  Tvrlaee,  lisd  s  diair  eel  si  tbe  upfw  eai  of  the 
eliipd,Vidi«ditoMftfiwCsbovotfieiow;biAriHslO0dtwDduiinA)r  Pe.  Bu»- 
gewMid  Mr.  Vhit^  Iho  — ■lori ;  befcf  tfiete  stood  •  tahle,  whom  Mr.  Syfield 
aod  Mr.  RoboroQg|i«  two  icadbe%  mt;  apen  the  prolocutor's  right  hand  sat  the 
Soota  comxidadoiMn^  oa  the  left  band  the  Eni^iah  diTinee  to  the  niunber  of  about 
lid,  whereof  about  two-thirda 'only  attended  doee.  lliey  met  every  day  of  the 
wedc  eiMpt  SaMirday,  ftrite  or  mrrm  hatn  at  a  tfanfl^  and  began  sad  ended  with 
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ib  thlipfvMoMraoftitt^aitoy-wltMkfliey'l^ 

topromoic    Bill "i^yki h« «KeMed Um^tf m iiBoondlag diff^^ 

whioh  artM  TNpwtBig  wbwdiiiaia  Heps  ofyoidMW^he  ttaaffl]^ 

misled  em^  ttUnipl  to  iitlrodvoepiuiti^  oonlnifiMorf  !•  tkoiv 

of  tile  GhnMh  of  8ootlMMl»  and  lJb»  atliw««li^^ 

dmlrdM.  . 

In  tho  begfaflittg  of  liie  ytar  1M6,  Mr.  IMidMoii  yHm  appointor 
:to  aMultlie  oowodMoMn  of  di#  two  Ptailiiaiiteits,  in  the  tranty 
between  ^mm  «wi  ^  Kmg,  nt  Uxbridge«  Hie  perikucintiiy 
oonaniBsioiMrt  wen  tnitnioied  to  demaBd  tin  abelitibn  of  E^piao^ 
pMsy,  end  ihh  Mtiieiidon  of  tlie  PlreAyteittn  go^ferateedt.  Tke 
King's  oonuniflsionMe  otgeotedto  Ae  eMkion  of  J^MOfieej,  i^on 
widch  It  WW  togyoed  to  hmt  die  diiinei  oo  bedi  mietu  Mr.  Hen- 
denon  opened  dM  oise,  end  took  up  tke  yienid  wbick  kade 
Mr«8t  for  l^ringing  Ike  qnestien  te  tkntipeedy  nsne  wkiok  tke 
itete  of  metteri  remind.  Watttog  tkt  diipnte  ee  le  tke  lewfidneee 
of  BpiMopacy»  he  nM,  ^  The  qnestioa  new  imB,  Wketkor  er  Ml 
that  f<mA  of  gerernmentwei  necanary  and  wmiUiiI  Io  theCkwwk  ? 
He  arg«ted  tkttt  it  was  net ;  and  tknl  in  thk  opiniod  ke  traa  Anppeited 
ky  tk6  moat  eminent  advoeatea  for  tke  Ckmnck  of  £k|^aiid  atnae  dM 
Reformation,  who  had  not  pleaded  for  tke  divine  inatitntien^  er  the 
neoeMlty  Of  $^[)iKopacy.'^  But  the  adTooatea  for  fipaoopacy  were 
detcfrmhied  not  to  r^  tfaeir  cnnae  iqKm  anch  i^undb  na  were 
palpable  to  afi,  and  atndied  te  inrolTe  tl^B  qneation,  by  introdtioingaA 
hrg^  tke  ^eation  respecting  Epiacepdl  goremmenl.  The  di^itto 
oontinned  a  oenalderaUe  time ;  and  altkovighy  aa  la  eemnum  on  anck 
ocoaaiona,  eaek  party  dakned  the  Tiotory,  yet,  in  tin  jodgflMnt  of 
aKBditors  who  mast  be  allowed  not  to  l»v«  been  prq^iaed  in 
fovour  of  Ihe  dirine  right  of  Presbytery,  filr.  Hendersen,  trkile  he 
eqtnJled  the  King's  dommissioners  m  lenraing,  anpaased  tkem  for  in 
modeaty.  The  treaty  being  broken  «ff,  he  retemed  te  Leadoni  and 
oontbiiiBd  to  oMist  the  Aasemldy  of  Divinea  in  their  lafceata. 
*  Towards  Ike  dose  4^  this  year,  it  waa  jndged  neeeasaiy  dwt 
he,  with  some  others,  shonld  go  diown  te  Soedbemd,  to  attempt  to 
Ining  abont  beitw  oenrespondenee  among  the  nehility»  Wko»  in 
eonseqnenee  of  tke  distresses  of  tke  osmitry  ooeanened  by  the 
ravages  of  tke  Ead  of  Montrose,  kad  foDen  into  dkamion  and  i>i»- 
mosities,  wkidi  w^ie  fomented  by  the  mcret  artiiioea  of  tke  €onrt 
Bvt,  jnst  when  they  were  ready  te  take  tkeir  journey,  Mr.  Hendtor- 
aon  was  stopped^  in  eonseqnenoe  of  the  eaiaeit  re^aeiit  e£  tke 
ministers  and  dty  of  London,  who  represented  the  impropriety  of 
his  absence  at  that  critical  time,  when  certain  questions,  upon  which 
the  uniformity  between  the  kingdoms  turned,  were  in  dependency. 

In  tke  luring  of  1646^  tke  J^og's  afiiMrs  being  entirely  ruined,  he 
Ikrew  kinndf,  widiont  any  ps^vions  notioe,  into  the  ^cettisk  amy, 
whidi  retired  w^  him  to  Neweasde.  lie  had  no  sooner  amred 
here,  than  he  sent  for  Mr.  Henderson,  who  was  kis  diaplain,  to 
come  to  him.  lliiswaiacritioBl  moment*  The  only  measure  wkidi 
promiaed  eettknaent  to  tkenation»  mmI  tke  restomtion  of  the  King  to ! 
the  exercise  of  his  authority,  waa  hia  speedy  consent  to  the 
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lifluneiil  of  the  P^rediqrltriMi  MAiraatiM.    Ifn  Healftrion  was 

judged  the  most  fit  perioa  to  deslwdth  his  Mi^esty  aboat  the  neoee- 

sity  of  a  speedy  comprmnco  with  this ;  nod  in  these  oizcmiistuioes, 

notwithstanding  hid  unfita^^a  for  the  jeiniey»  he  eompliad  with  the 

King's  request. 

He  arrived  at  Newcastle  about  the  middle  of  May*  FVom  his 
Majesty  ha  received  a  welcome  veeqptieiiy  fant  soon  perceived^ 
no4;  without  deep  concern,  that  he  had  boen  deceived  as  to  his 
hopes  of  hifi  compliance  with  the  reqniailioiis  of  Furliament. 
Charles  sig'nified,  tiiat  lie  could  not  ia  comaeieiice  consent  to  die 
abolition  of  Episcopacy ;  and  proposed^  that  Mr.  Henderson  should 
carry  on  a  dispute  \dth  some  Episcopal  divines,  of  whose  names  he 
gave  him  a  list,  in  his  presence.  This  Miv  Henderson  dedined,  as 
what  he  ha<l  no  authority  to  undertake^  and  what  would  be  exceed- 
ingly prejudicial  to  his  Majesty's  affiiirs,  II  was,  therefore,  agreed, 
that  the  scruples  which  the  King  entertained,  shonUl  hedisoissQd  in 
a  series  of  papers,  which  should  pass  privately  between  him  and 
Mr.  Henderson.  Tliesc  continued  firom  the  29th  of  May  to  the  15tli 
of  July.  The  papers  are  eight  in  nnmber^  five  by  his  Mmesty,  who 
was  agisted  in  the  dispute  by  Sir  Robert  Bliomy,  and  three  by 
Mr.  Henderson. 

during  this  controversy,  Mr.  Henderson's  oonstttntion  having 
been  much  worn  out  with  fatigue  and  travail,  began  to  give  way, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  break  off  an  answer  to  Ae  King's  last  pi^is 
and  to  return  to  Edinburgh,  where  in  a  little  time  after  his  arrival, 
he  laid  dovm  his  earthly  tabernacle,  in  exchange  for  an  heavenly 
crown,  on  the  19th  of  August  104?^. 

His  body  was  interred  in  the  Grayfriars*  clinrch-yard.  As  he  had 
no  family  of  his  own,  his  nephew,  Mr*  George  Henderson,  performed 
the  last  kind  office  of  hiunauity  to  his  eariddy  part,  and  erected  a 
monument  over  his  grave  with  suitable  inscriptions.  These  inscrip* 
tions  testify  the  high  esteem  in  which  Mr.  Henderson  was  held  at 
the  time  by  all  classes.  After  the  Retfkoration,  when  every  species 
of  indignity  was  done  to  the  precedii^  work  of  Reformation,  and 
those  who  had  been  active  in  promoting  it,  the  Earl  of  Middleton, 
^  the  King's  commbsioner,  procured  an  order  of  Farliament  for  eras- 
ing them,  and  otherwise  disfiguring  the  monument.  But  at  the  Re* 
volution,  justice  was  again  done  to  his  memory*  The  monument 
was  repaired,  and  the  inscriptions  replaced.* 


*  The  Monnxnent  ttm  stands  entire  on  the  South-west  side  of  the  Gravfrian* 
ehureh.  It  ia  s  qaadrangohu*  plUar,  wtth  ao  urn  at  the  top.  On  one  dde  the 
inoriptlen  hesins  irith  these  words, 

Sane  qmsquU  umam  tfandenM^  jfc. 
On  another  side  it  begins, 

Qui  contra  grauantet  parjrmidem  ef  fyramudan. 
And  the  English  teaofplioB  oa  a  tUrd  side,  h, 
Reader  hedaw  thine  «]pes, 
Not  tha*  jtUa  dnai  here  Uea ; 
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no  8CO»  WORTfitEd. 

Hid  kb  emnim  bmnIj  wrecked  iSieir  i«Beiitnieat  apou  li}« 
pmAiUe  nuMMiBieBli  it  woinld  have  beeti  a  tmall  matter ;  lat  the^ 
indnatriondf  stroTe  to  blaat  kk  inftnuntal  repntaiioii.  Laying  hold 
Vf0n  the  ctreomitaiioe  of  hit  hsvidg  died  soon  after  his  confo^noee 
with  the  king  at  Newcastle,  they  drcolated  the  report  that  he  had 
become  a  ^oonrert  td  his  Iffi^esty's  eanse,  and  that  remorse  for  the 
part  he  had  acted  agaiast  him  had  hastened  his  deaA.  Bnt  this 
report,  which  had  not  the  least  diadow  of  fomidation,  was  contra- 
dicted by  the  conoorring  testinumy  of  all  who  had  access  to  be 
aoqoainted  with  his  sentiments  during  that  time. 

Hie  removal  of  Mr.  Henderson  at  snch  a  critical  juncture  was  a 
great  loss  to  the  Fresbyterian  caose,  and  as  snch  was  lamented  by 
the  wisest  men  in  the  three  kingdoms.  He  was  enriched  with  aa 
lisemblnge  of  endowments  which  have  rardy  met  in  one  man,  and 
was  not  more  distingnished  by  tlie  abilities  which  he  ^splayed  in 
his  public  conduct,  than  by  the  virtues  which  adorned  his  private 
diancter.  Grave,  yet  affiible  and  pdite ;  firm  and  independent,  yet 
modest  and  condescending,  he  commanded  the  respect,  and  con- 
ciliated the  affection,  of  all  who  were  acq[uainted  with  him ;  and  the 
more  intimately  his  friends  knew  him,  they  loved  him  the  more. 
The  power  of  religion  he  deeply  felt,  and  tasted  the  comforts  of  the 
goq^L  Its  mint,  equally  removed  from  the  coldness  of  the  mere 
rationalist,  and  the  irr^^nlar  fervours  of  the  enthusiast,  breathed  in 
all  his  words  and  actions.  The  love  of  liberty  was  in  him  a  pure 
and  enlightened  flam^ ;  he  loved  his  native  country,  but  his  patriotism 
was  no  narrow,  illiberal  passion;  it  opened  to  the  wel&re  of 
Mighbouring  nations,  and  of  mankind  in  generaL 

Called  forth  bv  the  irresistible  cry  of  Us  country,  reduced  to  the 
tatmost  distress  by  the  oj^ression  of  ambitions  prelates  who  were 
supported  by  an  arbitrary  court  and  corrupt  statesmen,  he  came  from 
that  retirement  which  was  congenial  to  bun,  and  entered  upon  the 
bustie  of  public  business  at  a  time  of  life  when  others  think  of  retir- 
ing from  it.  Though  he  sighed  after  his  former  solitude,  ai|d  sufB^red 
from  the  &tigues  and  anxiety  to  fddch  he  was  subjected,  yet  he  did 
not  relinquish  his  station,  nor  shrink  from  the  difficult  tasks  imposed 

SKm  him,  until  his  feeble  and  shattered  constitution  sunk  under 
em,  and  he  fell  a  martyr  to  the  cause. 

In  forming  an  estimate  of  Mr.  Henderson's  character,  it  would  be 
improper  to  overlook  his  qualifications  for  assisting  in  ecdeuastical 
judicatories,  and  particularly  the  supreme  council  of  the  church  to 
which  he  belonged,  in  which  he  repeatedly  occupied  the  situation  o& 
moderator.  Without  infringing  the  liberty  of  the  court,  he  could 
iirge  on  a  vote,  or  put  a  stop  to  tedious  debate  and  desultory  coi^ 


It  qnldnn  ihtll  ■gain. 
And  aye  in  Joy  nnuin ; 
Bat  for  thytdf  the  thmrtk  and  atirtflib 
Wbow  woe  tfalt  diMt  prqpiottiailii. 
The  fourth  ttdft  of  the  pUlar  hM  no  InearipClMi 


Digitized  by  VjOO^IC 


^mMMtL  It  was  lib  eostom,  as  moderator,  to  bOtMsaolt  aiiiiii« 
jKMrtamt  question  ivnth  a  short  speeeh,  in  which  he  gare  a  perq^omras 
view  of  the  cause ;  and  after  its  disoossion,  he  also  said  a  lew  words^ 
^Tee^ittida&iff  the  grounds  of  the  Assemhly's  judgment.  The 
pertinent  and  religious  r^ecdons  whidh  he  throw  in  on  remarkahle 
occurrences  had  often  a  most  happy  effect^  sometiDies  fillh^f  the 
A^cmUy  with  deep  concern,  at  other  times  cheering  and  elerating 
tlieir  minds  amidst  discouragements  and  heaviness.  But,  among  all 
liis  qualifications,  what  deserves  particular  attention,  was  that  faadtj 
tof  fervent,  sweet  and  appropriate  prayer,  whidi  he  exerdsed  with^ 
^ut  flagging,  through  all  the  assemblies  in  whidi  he  moderated. 

One  of  his  colleagues  and  intimate  acquaintances  gives  him  no 
tnean  testimony,  when  he  says,  "  May  I  be  permitted  tooondiide 
with  my  earnest  wish,  that  that  glorious  soul  of  wortiiy  memofy; 
who  is  now  cro\^^ed  with  the  reward  of  all  his  hibours  fbr  God  and 
lis,  may  be  fragrant  among  us  as  long  as  free  and  pure  Assemblies 
remain  in  this  land  ;  which  I  hope  shall  be  to  the  coming  of  our 
liord.  You  know  he  spent  Ms  strength,  wore  out  his  days,  and 
that  he  did  breathe  out  hia  life  in  the  service  of  God,  and  of  His 
Church ;  this  binds  it  on  us  and  posterity,  to  account  him  the  fhirest 
ornament,  after  Mr.  John  Knox,  of  incon^parable  memory,  that 
ever  the  Church  of  Scotland  did  enjoy."* 

In  consequence  of  his  unremitted  employment  in  public  business, 
he  had  little  leisure  for  preparing  works  for  the  press.  The  few 
sermons  of  his  which  were  published,  although  composed  hastily 
amidst  a  multiplicity  of  avocations,  afford  very  fevourable  specimens 
of  his  talents,  and  justify  the  reputation  which  he  gained  in  this 
species  of  composition.  As  a  public  speaker,  he  was  eloquent, 
judicious,  and  popular.  His  el(K|uence  was  easy,  but  impressive ; 
grave,  but  fluent.  It  was  like  the  motion  of  a  deep  river,  which 
carries  one  along  insensibly  with  a  full  tide,  rather  than  the  rapidity 
of  a  swollen  torrent.  "  Whenever  he  preached,*'  says  Grainger, 
**  it  was  to  crowded  audiences ;  and  when  he  pleaded  or  ai^gued,  he 
was  regarded  with  mute  attention.*' 


GEORGE  GILLESPIE. 

Gboros  GiLLtspin  was  the  son  of  Mr.  John  Gilleroie,  some  time 
minister  of  the  Gospel  at  Kirkcaldy.  After  he  had  been  for  some 
time  at  the  university,  where  he  surpassed  most  of  his  fellow- 
students,  he  was  licensed  to  preadi,  some  years  previous  to  1638, 
hut  could  have  no  admission  into  any  parish,  becanse  of  the  bishops 
baving  then  the  ascendant  in  the  afiairs  of  the  Church.    This 


*  Mr.  Bafley,  in  Ui  speeeh  to  the  Gendfal  AaBemUy,  I6i7. 
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qU^  hflpl  fo^femm  for  aom^  tme  m  e^plm  *  \nAe  teulj  at 
tii9  Shfl  of  Ca0fdlk.  AnA  lio?e  i%  wan  tbat  he  wrptf^  tlia^  diibof^to 
plM^  tl)oii^  lie  WM  B^afijely  $wQptj-five  years  of  ag%  eiititled,  A 
I)llpatQ  «g9BU|t  the  {^liflb  Popish  Ceremonies,  ^c :  wlii^l  boolF 
m$m  U  tdie  year  16^7  pr9hi]^it»ii)l»  by  pro€)aipatio4,  from  being  riud,  i$ 
Wingp  of  too  QoiroeiFo  9  quality  to  $e.4ig(M^4by  U^  bishops*  w^ 
frtoKuiebs.. 

1  He  irm  at  length  or4aiaQ4  flawister  of  Wemyss,  April  26,  1638^ 
be&ng  the  first  who  was  fidn^tted  by  ^  presbytery  in  that  period, 
vithoi]^  All  adqiowledgment  of  the  bishops*  And  npw  he  began  in 
a  more  fttbUo  way  to  exert  himself  in  d^ence  of  the  Presbyterian 
interest,  and  at  the  11th  session  of  the  ni^morabld  Assembly  held  at 
fil^ilgow,  in  1638)  preached  e  very  hsamed  and  judicious  sermon 
frw  these  words,  2%e  hinges  heart  is  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord^  Sfc. ; 
In  this  sermon,  th^  Earl  of  Aigyle  thoi^ht  that  he  touched  tlie 
royal  prerogatiye  too  near,  and  did  very  gravely  admouigh  the 
Assemoly  oonoeming  the  same ;  which  they  all  took  in  good  part^ 
us  appeared  from  a  disconrse  made  by  the  moderator  in  snpp<Nt  of 
the  admonicioa. 

At  the  General  Assembly  held  at  Edinburgh  in  1641,  a  eall  was 
taUed  £[>r  Mr.  Qillespi^  from  the  town  of  Aberdeen;  but  in  this 
instance  the  Lord  Commissioper  and  himself  pled  hia  cause  so  well* 
tibat  he  was  stiU  Kkmtinued  at  Wemyss.  Yet  he  did  not  get  staying 
there  long ;  for  the  General  Assembly,  in  the  following  year,  or^ 
dered  him  to  be  transported  to  the  eity  of  Edinburgh,  where  it  ap» 
rears  he  continued  niMil  the  day  of  hu  deatH,  whidi  was  aboiit  9m 
years  after. 

Mr.  Gillespie  was  one  of  those  fow  mimsters  who  were  sent  as 
commissioners  from  the  Church  of  Scotland  to  the  Westndnster 
Assembly,  in  the  year  1643,  and  there  he  diiqplayed  himself  to  bo 
a  man  of  great  parts  and  learning,  debating  with  sudi  pefspianty* 
strength  of  argument,  and  calmness  of  spirit,  as  few  coqld  etpsl,  aad 
none  excel.  Upon  one  oocauon,  when  lM>th  the  Parliament  and  the 
Assembly  were  met  together,  a  long  studied  discourse  being  made 
in  favour  of  Erastianism,  to  which  none  seemed  ready  to  mdce  an- 
swer, Mr.  Gillespie  being,  urged  by  his  brethren  the  8cots  commis- 
sioners, repeated  the  subject  matter  of  the  whole  discourse,  and  re- 
futed it,  to  the  admiration  of  all  present ; — and  what  most  surprised 
them  was,  that  though  it  was  usual  for  the  members  to  take  down 
notes  of  what  was  spoken  in  the  Assembly  fbr  the  help  of  their  me- 
mory, and  Mr.  Gillespie  seemed  to  be  employed  that  way,  during 
the  time  of  the  speedi  to  which  he  made  answer,  yet  thoto  who  sat 
next  him  declared,  that  having  loolmi  into  his  note*book,  they  fbund 
nothing  written,  but  here  and  there,  '<  Iiord,  send  lig^t,  Lord,  gtre 
as8istance-.*«Loitl,  defend  thine  own  cause,"  &e. 

And  aithoogh  all  our  Soots  commissieBefa  had  great  advantages. 


*  It  appears  be  was  also  chaplain  ta  Uie  YlcoooDt  Ksomuir,  tibovA  tlic  year  1634* 
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PX0IU3S  0IXXE8PIE.  V05 

ia  Ikit  tiicy  bad  tli9  first  foinuig  «r  afl  tlMMe  pieoM<^  wUoh  ^v«re 
aftenraods  revised  «ad  approved  of  by  tiud;  Aaseai!^,  yel  no  one 
was  more  oselid  m  sQpfKirtfng  thoaa  ^therdn  tium  Mr.  GSJIei^. 
^  None  (says  one  of  hu  coUeagaeft  who  was  pnecai)  in  aU  llie  . 
AMemUy;  did  tmiium  aioio  p^rtutently  tban  Mr.  Qffleepie :  he  is  an : 
excellent  yoolii;  my  }l6|wtble9•^8  God  in  kisbeUE'*  Again,  when 
the  fuange,  Aota  apr*  22;f  was  hronght  fbrirard  m  proof  of  Ae 
power  of  oidiwatiowj  and  k^en  dispntiBg  arose  i^poa  it,— -<<  the  Tery 
leanied  and  aoconte  Gillespie/'  aays  Mr.  Baillie,  a  nngokr  ohmi- 
jnent  ^ofonr  dmroh,  thui  whomvot  oneudie  AsBenMy^>elBeto 
better  purpose,  nor  with  better  aceeptanoe  to  all  ihe  heavers,  showed 
that  tlie  Greek  word,  by  tlie  Episonpalg,  innfllaled  OrdmatUmy  was 
truly  Choosing^  importing  the  people's  soffieages  in  electiiig  dieir  own 
office-bearers."  And  elsewhere  he  says  ef  hsnk,  **  We  get  ^ood  hdp  m 
our  Assemlbly  debates  <>f  Lord  Warriston,  an  occasional  commissioBer, 
but  of  none  more  than  the  noble  yoQtJk  Mr.  Oitteiqpte.  i  admire  Us 
gifts,  and  bless  God,  as  for  aU  my  ooUesgnes,  so  for  him  in  partleidaiy 
as  equal  in  these  to  the  first  in  the  AssemUy/'j; 

After  his  reXum  from  the  Westminster  AssemUy,  he  wia  eai- 
ployed  in  most  of  the  public  aifnirs  of  die  Churchy  nnsQ  1648,  when 
he  was  chosen  moderator  of  tbc  GeaeEal  AssiBBahl|r*  In  this  AaMmbly 
several  fiunious  acts  were  made  in  faTOnr  of  the  eo^enanted  Woik  ^ 
Heformation,  particularly  that  in  iisfarence  to  tin  nnlawfid  engagee- 
ment  against  England,  at  that  time  entened  iiMd,  by  the  Dakoe  -of 
Hamilton,  and  those  of  the  maligaaUt  fstctiotti  He  was  also  ohis  «f 
those  nominated  by  this  assembly,  ^  |>ioteoiBle  ttm  tresity  «f  uiiifor- 
toity  in  religion  with  England ;  bat  m  a  short  time  sAeiwaids,  his 
last  gickness  seized  him,  and  he  died  about  the  17t)h  of  Deeembte  fok 
lowing. 

Mr.  Rutherford  says  to  him,  in  a  letter  when  on  his  Asathbed, 
'<  Be  not  heavy,  the  life  of  faith  is^sew  ceHed  ftr,  doing  was  nerer 
reckoned  on  your  accounts,  though  Christ  m.aad  by  ynn  hatlMKeBe 
'  more  than  by  twenty,  yea,  a  hundred  gsay  haised  and  godly  pas- 
tors. Look  to  that  word,  Gal.  ii  :^Q,  jiVhMrArfBsr,  lUwf  yet  not 
If  but  Christ  liveth  in  me.'*  "      • ' . 

During  his  life  he  was  always  firmly  attached  to  tfae  weric  ef  Re* 
formation,  and  continued  so  to  the  endL  For  abont  two  mealiis  be* 
fore  his  decease,  he  sent  a  paper  to  the  Cemniision  of  the  Genersl 
Assembly,  in  which  he  gave  faithfol  warning  against  erery  sin  and 


«  Sqd^  SP  oar  CitwOiliinm  Directory  for  wonhijs  Fonn  of  Choroh-goTtnuneDt ; 

nd  wlwn  ihe  Confieadon  of  Faith  was  abovt  to  be  compiled,  they  «dded  to  our 

fieota  <wi— HMtonew,  Dr.  Geogr,  Dr.  H07I,  Mr.   Herle  the  prdlocutor,  (Dr.' 

Xwjaaa  baing  4b«i  dead),  Mr.  Gstakar,  Mr.  Tucknef,  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  Mr. 

RMifoa,  wlio  pnpMrai  aaateriali  for  that  yurpoM. 

f  The  Editor  kas  t^ken  upon  him  to  alter  Ibis  raferenee.  la  Hia  prtTioaa 
•dltions,  it  is  Acts  xvib  28;  which  passage  has  no  connection  with  the  saljeot  in 
question :  He  has  Used  npon  tl»at  giren  in  the  text,  aa  beiof  more  likdy  to  hava 
been  rtSBRisd  to  in  discussing  snch  a  point. 

\  See  BidUiaVLettan. 
&:orj  WoRTEiM^  No.  IS.  N 
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IM  aCOTB  WOI^HISA 

'  WlnilMihg  that  lie  tlmi' p^rcMrdd ' to  bd  growiug  in  Ckurdi'and 
State:  a^  last  of  all,  tie  eimtted  the  loBowing  M&M  testimoir^r 
.  against  aaaodatioii  and  compliaaee  witk  tke  eikiemies  of  trnlii  aiid 
« trae  godineas  im  these  ^irordft : 

^  Seeing  BOW,  in  aU  appearance,  the  thne  of  my  dimolntion 
drawedk  near,  altlioi^h  I  hare,  in  my  latter  wHl  declared  my  mind 
oC  public  affis^  yet  I  have  thonght  gt>od  to  add  iJiis  farther  teati- 
mony,  that  I  egteon  the  malignant  party  in  these  kingdoms  to  be 
the  aeei  of  the  serpent,  enemies-  to  piety  and  Presbyterial  gorem^ 
ment,  pretend  what  they  will  to 'tiie  contrary ;  a  generation  who 
have  not  set  God  before  them.  W^  ^tte  malignant  are  to  be  joined 
4he  .profime  and  scandalons ;  UNrnn  all  which,  as  from  heresy  and 
feiTor,  tfie  Lord,  J'trost,  is  sibout  to  pn^  his  Chnrch.  I  hare  often 
.•eomfnted  myself,  and  still  do,  wi&  the  hopes  of  the  Lord's 
.pnrging  this  polluted  land.  Snrely  the  Lord  hath  began,  and  will 
,canry  on  that  great  work  of  mercy,  and  Will  pnrge  oat  die  rebels.  I 
know  there  wffl  be  always  a  mixtore  of  hypocrites;  but  that  cannot 
excose  the  conniving  at  gross  and  scandalons  sinners.  I  recommend 
:to  them  that  fear  God,  sinionsly  to  consider,  that  the  holy  scriptorea 
doth  plainly  hold  forth,  1.  That  the  helping  of  the  enemies  of  Go^ 
joining  or  mingling  with  widced  men,  is  a  sin  highly  displeasing. 
iL  That  this  nn  haiUi  ordinarily  ensnared  God's  people  into  dirers 
odier  sins.  S.  That  it  hatk  been  ponished  of  God  witii  grievons 
jodgments.  And  4.  lliat  otter  de^troclion  is  to  be  feared,  when  a 
people,  after  great  mermes  and  judgments,  rdapse  into  this  sin.* 

<<  Upon  th^  and  the  like  gronmls,  for  my  own  exoneration,  that 
so  necessary  a  trolli  want  not  the  testimony  of  a  dying  witness  of 
•Christ,  althongb  the  unwor^est  of  many  thousands,  and  that  light 
may  be  held  forth,  and  warning  given,,!  cannot  be  silent  at  this 
time,  ImiI  ^eiak  by  my  pen  when  I  cftimot  by  my  tongae,  yea,  now 
else  by  Ae  pen  of  anoUier,  when  I  cannot  by  my  own,  seriondy, 
and  in  -the  name  of  Jeisns  Christ,  exhortii^  and  obtesdng.all  that 
foar  God,  and  make  conscience  of  their  ways,  to  be  very,  tender  and 
circooMpect,  to  watdi  and  pray,  that  tiiey  be  not  ensnared  in  that 
great  and  dangerous  sin  of  compliance  with  nudignant  or  pro&ne 
enemies  of  the  tmth^  which  if  men  will  do,  and  trust  God  in  his  own 
way,  they  shail^  not  repent  it,  but  to  "the  greater  joy  and  peace  of 
God'«  people,  they  slnll  see  Iris  work  go  on  and  prosper  gloriously. 
In  witness  ofthese  premises,  I  have  subscribed,  uie  same,  at  Kirk- 
caldy,  15th  December,  1648,  before  these  witnesses."  In  about  two 
days  after,  he  gave  up  the  ghost,  death  shutting  liis  ^yes,  that  he 
might  see  God,  and  be  for  ever  with  Hinu 

Thus  died  George  (SUesple,  very  little  past  the  prime  of  life ;  an 
excellent  divine,  a  man  of  much  boldness,  and  great  freedom  of  ex- 
pression. He  signalized  himself  on  every  occasion  in  which  he  vras 
called  to  exercise  any  part  of  his  ministerial  fonction.  No  man's 
death,  at  the  time,  was  more  lamented  dian  his ;  and  sndi  was  the 
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I  Uie>ABeiftdof  hb  merits  tlitt  the  Gomnritt^  of  Estitot,  by 
an  act  dated  Deoemher  20,  1648,  did,  '<  as  ftti  aoknowledgmeiK  for 
his  fkkhfiilnffw  in  all  the  pnbUo  enjoyments  intrnstdd  to  him 
by  this  Churdi,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  his  fiiithful  labonrs,  and 
indefiu^igable  diligence  in  all  the  exenases  of  his.  nlinisterial  calHag, 
for  his  Master's  sarrioe,  and  hb  learned  writings  publislied  to  the 
world,  in  which  rare  and  pro&able  empbyments,  both  for  Churdbt 
and  stite,  he  truly  spent  himself,  and  dosed  his  days,  osdain,  That^ 
the  sun  <^  one  thousand  ponnds  sterling  iabouldbe  gi«ren  te  Us  wifo 
ind  children.''  And  though  the  parliament,,  by.  their  act  dated  June  8^ 
165(^  unanimously  ratified  the  above  resolutbn,  and  xecommended. 
lo  their  Committee  to  make  the  same  effeetmd ;  yet  the  Usurper 
presently  OTer-runnuig  the  country,  this  good  dedgn  was  fhistarated, 
ss  his  grandson,  the  Rev.  C^ige  Gillespie,  minister  of  Strathmiglo, 
did  afterwards  dedare.* 

Besides,  '^  The  English  Popish  Ceremonies"  already  mentioned, 
he  wrote  also,  ^<  Aaron's  Rod  Blossoming,*'  and  his  Misoellaneous 
Questions,  first  printed  in  1649 ;  all  which,  with  the  foredted  testi« 
mony  and  some  other  p(4>ers,  show  that  be  was  a  man  of  most  pro* 
found  parts,  learnings  and  abilities. 


JOHN  AfCLSLLA^D. 

Aftxb  having  gone  through  tlie  several  brandies  of  usefol  leaniiag, 
Mr.  M'Oelland  was  for  some  time  employed  in  teaching  a  school  at 
Newton  in  Ireland ;  where^he  beoune  instrum«[ital  in  training  up 
some  very  hopeM  young  mmt  for  the  university.  He  was  after- 
wards tried  and  approved  <^  by  the  Presbyterian  ministers  in  the 
county  of  Down,  and  being  licensed,  proMshed  in  their  churches, 
nnti^  among  others,  for  his  faithfiilness,  he  was  deposed  and  excom- 
municated by  the  bishops. 

He  was  also  united  with  the  rest  of  his  fidthfol  breAtesi.in:  thei^ 
intended  voyage  to  New  England  in  16S6 ;  but  that  (Bi|tei;|>ride  prov- 
ing abortive,  by  reason  of  a  storm,  which  forced  them  to  put  bade 
to  Ireland,  he  preached  for  some  time  through  the  counties  of  Down, 
Tyrone,  and  Donn^giJ,  in  private  meetings,  till  being  pursued  by, 
the  Bishop's  official,  he  was  obliged  to  come  over  in  disguise  to 
Scotland,  where,  about  the  year  1638,  he  was  admitted  minister  ot 
Kirkcudbright;  and  in  this  place  continued  until  the  day  of  his 
death. 

It  would  i^pear  he  was  married  to  one  of  Mr.  Livingstanea 
wife's  sisters,  and  the  strictest  firiendship  subsisted  betwixt  him  and 
that  worthy  man,  both  while  in  Ireland,  and  after  theur  return  to 
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jRfptioM  tff  the  tfafti^  Vat  dM  for  lut  own  8iMgnkr.wi&  and  omitot*  - 
Mlioi^  bntig  one  wIm  wis  Mt  for  die  advtmeomoflt  of  ail  -tibe  ia- 
tenets  of  reUgm,  and  diaA  as  watt  ia  piinrate  teiea  ae  k  poUia 
Fof  ittstanoe,  wLea  Mr.  Ckufarie,  tbeii  anaktar  at  Stbifaig^  (aftei>- 
wards  BUm^  of  DunlloeUi,)  ^k4ui^  to  liaTe  hroi^t  ia  a  cea^pUnt 
m  thefieneral  Assembly  of  leM,  agansi  ptirate  emie^  imtktdgBt 
wliidi  were  ^en  beeeaM  anSMsoas  timraghoiit  tka  land,  soBoe  of  tilt 
lelMttiigf  memben,  kaowiotf  that  he  did  it  pai^  o«t  of  resentmenf 
against  the  Labd  of  Leoie^  who  was  a  great  supporter  of  dMie 
XMe^Bgs,  riioaght  j^per,  lather  thaa  that  it  should  oome  to  tiw 
Assembly,  to  aigree  that  he  shoiild  proash  ly  thedaty  and  aeoessitf 
of  femily  reKgioa,  aad  that  MessnuM^CMaimd,  Bhdr,  and  lAvmg* 
stone»  should  preach  against  snch  meetings  aad  other  abases./* 
iWe  bt^hren,  howerer,  whifat  they  endeanrovtred  1^  odnferenee  to 
gam  su^  as  had  oflbnded  by  excess  im  this  pcBCtiee^  ooidd  by  no 
nieam  be  prerailed  on  to  preach  agahist  k,  which  so  offended  Miu 
Chilihiie,  that  he  gVtve  in  a  eomplaiiit  to  the  Ckttoal  AsseiaUy  of 
1640,  alleging  that  these  three  mnbters  were  the  only  enoaoragew 
of  the  meetings  complained  of.  Mr.  McClelland  took  him  np  aad 
craved  Quit  a  committee  mig^t  be  appointed  to  inrestigate  tl^  dis- 
orders in  question,  and  to  censwfeihe  offenders,  whether  those  com- 
plained of  or  the  complainers ,  which  so  netded  Mr.  Guthrie,  the 
Eail  of  Seaforth,  and  others  of  their  fraternity,  that  nothing  for 
some  time  was  heard  in  the  Assembly,  on  account  of  the  oonfnnon 
and  noise  stirred  i^  by  them. 

Mr.  M'CIdhaid  was  also  one  who  was  eaNined  widi  the  spirit  of 
deeming  what  should  afterwards  come  to  pass,  as  is  evident  from 
some  of  his  prophetkal  eiprsanens,*  particalady  firom  a  letter 
whidi  he  wrote  to  JokBr  Lord  Kiri(cadbni|^  dated  Fdbruary  20th, 
1649,  a  litde  before  his  death;  an  abitmet  of  which  nwy  not  be  bn« 
proper,  and  is  as  follows: 


*  tlisWittiiy«mipU«r  will  kateit  Owl  Maie  of  ih«  woroiw  wen  pro|iiieti. 
Thd^rst  IM  tf  diia  nateaM^  <<  the  ipiirit  of  4\9omtna§  whst  •hoold  afttnrards 
come  to  paae,*'  Is,  howtrrer,  itvonf  oiMigh;  and  thia  may  ba  oancaded  without  a^^ 
mitting  a  tupematiinl  fift*  About  a  dozea  yeara  agoy  when  Buonaparte  waa 
Aout  to  fnYade  Ru«ia,  I  recollect  reading  In  a  newispaper,  that  one  who  had  eo- 
deavoured  to  dliaiiBde  him  from  his  purpose^  findfog  he  could  not  prerail,  quoted  to 
him  tkc  piwcrh,  «  Man  propMrn,  hut  God  dlipoast,"  to  whidh  ho  indigently  re- 
plied^ I  nnrocE  as  well  aa  propooew  A  Christian  lady,  who  norur  pretaaded  to 
have  the  gift  of  prophecy,  on  hearing  the  impious  boaa^  rsmarind,  '<  I  set  that 
down  as  the  turning  point  of  Buonaparte's  fortunes.  God  will  not  suffer  a  crea«, ' 
ture  with  impdnity,  thus  to  usurp  his  prerogadTc.**  This  was  no  certain  ground' 
to  conchide  any  thing  with  regurd  to  Buonaparte's  mortal  career*  hecauae  such 
impiety  Is  n«t  always  puaiaked  in  the  present  lift.  We  know  of  one  who  sits  in 
the  tanpla  of  God,  eoadting  himself  aboreaU  thM  ia  called  God,  apod  that  la  wor- 
riiipped ;  and  he  has  practised  \nd  prospered  for  hundrsds  of  yeara.  It  happened 
to  Buonaparte*  howevar*  Just  aa  the  lady  pradictoiL  Hia  Inwiaifla  of  B^asia  waa 
tbs  commencement  of  his  fkll;  and  I  balieYe  thia  was  aa  food  a  prophecy  as  aiqr 
shMa  the  apootlea'  daya.  ^.  M'G. 
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<&  I  kaTe  reoMved  yours,  and  do  acknmiiedgia  ny  oU^^Uif^  t« 
your  iiOrdBliip  it  redonUed*  I  lofiy  much  ta  btar  wba^  deciBioii 
followed  on  tbit  dehUo  conc^rainj;;  yaferowig^*  VpQA.die  ukM 
exact  trials  they  will  be  found  a  gteak  plagae  to  the  Uii^  an  obftnio* 
tion  to  the  propagation  of  roUgion.  I  ^re  reason  to  hope  AaH  such 
»  wise  and  well-constitBte  paclivnent  wiU  bo  loetk  to  lay  fueh  ft 
yoke  upen  the  cbuichesi  of  so  little  advaotage  to  any  v^f  and  mi 
prejudKial  to  the  work  of  Crod,  ap  hath  been  many  ttmee  lepre^ 
sentedL  Certainly  the  removing  it  were  the  stopping  tl^  ^HBy  o£ 
flii^ony,  except  we  will  a^rehead  that  vhple  prei&yteriee  will  b% 
Imbed  for  patronage^  I  oe*  ^ay  no  more  but  wha$  Chnst  $ajti  to 
tlie  Fhariseesi  <  It  was  net  so  £rooi  the  beginnings'  the  primitive 
Church  knew  nothing  of  it 

^  But  aa  for  their  pemiopus  dii^KMntion  to  a  rapture  with  thft 
sectaries,  I  can  say  nothing  to  them ;  only  this*  I  conclude  their  jo<lg- 
ipoent  deeps  not:  SkaU  Suy  esoofm  9  skiaU  th^  break  the  Qwewmt, 
4md  be  de&vfrmlff  which  I  dare  apply  to  y.Bglnyi4  I  l&ope,  withouli 
arresting  of  Scripture :  And  iher^iw  thm^muih  4heL(»rd  Gcd^  As  I 
Im^  mmfy  mbm  MttA  Mai  he  ka$k  d^pised^  cmd  ^U  caveHont  thai  Ae 
JkU&£ro4«i^4fwp»iricatf /moow^'e^  This  coie- 

vast  was  made  with  NebnohadneTaar,  the  matter  was  civi^  bu$  the 
tie  was  vsSgpknia ;  wherefore  tbe  hvA  ewaa  it  as  bis  <}ot^iM^t,  be*- 


•  AHhons^  ftttnm^s  bt  a  jakm  upon  the  nsat  of  tbe  Ctareb,  whUk  iwlther* 
we  nor  our  fiUkert  wtie  able  to  bepr,  oontimipy  to  the  ibUow|o(  8cripture%  viz. 
Acts  L  la  ace.  Ti,  &  sir.  !^  2  Cor*  ▼iU-  19*  to  tbe  pracUce  c^  the  primitjre 
church,  to  reaeoo,  and  to  Uie  natural  righti  of  mankind ;  yet  in  the  beginning  of 
our  Refbrmation  from  Popery,  It  waa  somewhat  more  tolerable  (not  to  my  necee-' 
mrf)  ikoL  BOW,  when  there  wen  ftrw  minlateny  the  people  hut  just  emerging  out 
of  gvoee  darfcneMf  and  our  noUemen  and  gentlemen  being  then  ge^finSfy  not  onlr 
pioua  reUgiona  men,  but  also  promoters  of  tbe  Reformation,  (the  quite  contrary  of 
which  is  the  case  at  present ;)  but  stlU  our  wise  reformers,  while  in  an  adyancinf 
atafe^  made  eereral  acta,  both  in  Church  and  etate,  ae  barriers  aga^t  this  incrirmi- 
faig  eril,  and  nerer  rested  until,  by  an  act  of  paiiiament  164^,  they  got  it  utterly 
aboliahed.  Boon  after  tha  Restemtloiiy  this  ael^  ansong  others  was  dedand  nuHr 
and  patronage  in  its  full  force  restored;  which  continued  till  the  Revolution, 
'when  its  form  was  ^hanged,  by  taking  that  power  from  patrons,  and  lodging  it  in 
tha  haodi  ef  soeh  hsrltoBS  mtd  eUara  aa  were  qoallfled  hy  kwv  Bat  as  If  thii  bad 
not  been  cnongh  to  deaads  tte  people  of  that  i^it  pureiawd  to  them  by  tbe  Uood 
of  Chriat,  patnau^  wa%  In  it*  <hil  eactoat,  by  act  a^  partiamwt  1712,  reetored, 
and  ia  naw  uiTSTMlly  praotJsedt  wHh  ae  bad  droamataneeB  as  ewv.  And  yet  it 
is  to  be  ftassd  after  aB,  thai  thara  are  many  now  »-daya  mere  farritotod  and  cha- 
grined at  Ais  eTil»  beeanaa  H  inoia  aaasib^  orssaas  their  awn  ineUnation,  than  be- 
canse  It  Is  an  wtatpatJan  upon  tha  Chnnh  of  Chriat,  elsa  they  wooid  ghre  a  more 
anpla  testimDny  agafnst  tbs  other  hiaaches  of  enersadmeni  made  upoa  Chriat's 
ctawn  and  reyal  dlgnltjRi  ThoM  wha  waald  aee  more  of  the  etril  ooaieq[acncee  of 
patasnagt,  and  po^ilar  eleetiena  ▼iadhato^*  mef  eonsalt  Asffiaa  MSfraead^; 
Park  upon  Bitiaaage;  the  Soifr^sa  of  tbe  Bsapk;  the  Full  YIndkatlen  af  tha 
F^eefe'*  IMfht,  a  pka  fee  the  Church  of  Sootknd  againat  Patronage;  tha  Candid 
Inquiry;  and.  An  Attetopt  to  prove  errery  apeoiea  of  Pktiaaaga  foreign  to  tke  Da- 
tura «l  tha  CtottdiW  t^ 

t  EadL  zrii.  16,  &e.     . 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


wo  '6COt8  WORTHIS& 

QaofeGocTf  name  was  imroked  and  interponed  in  it :  and  lie.  caDa 
fiftfknd  to  witness*  England's  oorenant  was  not  made  with  Soot- 
land  only,  but  with  the  liigh  and  mighty  God,  principally  for  the 
reformation  of  his  house,  and  it  was  received  in  the  most  solemn 
manner  that  I  have  heard ;  so  that  they  may  call  it  God's  covenant 
both  formally  and  materially:  and  the  Lord  did  second  the  making 
of  it  with  more  than  ordinary  success  to  that  nation.  Now,  it  is 
manifosUy  despised  and  broken  in  the  sight  of  all  nations ;  therefore 
it  renuuns  that  the  Lord  avenge  the  quarrel  of  his  covenant*  Eng- 
land hath  had  to  do  wil^  the  Scots,  FVencli,  Danes,  Picts,  Normans, 
and  Romans,  but  they  never  had  such  a  party  to  deal  with  as  the 
Lord  of  armiei^  pleading  for  the  violation  of  his  covenant,  Ac 
Englishmen  shall  be  made  spectacles  to  all  nations  for  a  broken 
covenant,  when  the  living  God  swears.  At  I  Uv^  even  the  covenant 
^aihehaihdeqrisedfiind^oaihthathehaih  brokeny  wiR  I  recam^ 
pense  vpon  hie  awn  head.  Hiere  b  no  place  left  for  doubting.  HlcOk 
the  Lord  aaid  ii,  hath  the  Lord  sworn  it?  and  wiH he  not  do  it  f  His 
assertion  is  a  ground  for  faith,  his  oath  a  ground  <^  foil  assurance  of 
foith,  if  all  England  were  as  one  man,  united  in  judgment  and 
affection,  and  if  it  had  a  wall  round  about  it  reaching^  to  the  sun, 
and  if  it  had  as  many  armies  as  it  has  men,  and  every  soldier 
had  the  strength  of  Goliatii,  and  if  their  navies  could  cover  the 
ocean,  and  if  there  were  none  to  peep  out  or  move  tiie  tongue 
against  them,  yet  I  dare  not  doubt  of  their  destruction ;  when  the 
Lord  hath  sworn  by  his  life,  that  he  will  avenge  the  breadi  of  cove« 
nant.  When,  and  by  whom,  and  in  what  manner  he  will  do  it,  I 
do  profoss  Ignorance,  and  leave  it  to  his  g^riona  Majesty,  his  own 
latitude,  and  will  commit  it  to  hhp,  drc 

**  My  Lord,  I  live  and  will  die,  and  if  I  be  called  home  before 
that  time,  I  am  in  tiie  assured  hopes  of  tiie  ruin  of  all  God*s  ene- 
mies  in  the  land ;  so  I  commit  your  Lordship  and  your  Lady  to  the 
grace  of  God. 

John  M^CLELLAyo.'' 

A  very  littie  after  he  wrote  this  letter,  in  one  of  his  sermons  he 
eipressed  himself  mnch  to  the  ssne  poiposer  Thus:  '<  The  judg- 


*  And  nay  we  not  tmnikle  md  beafriMof  At  wnMrJndfOMnlif  Ibr  haw  m^ 
piloaUa  U  tUt  to  avr  mm  io  Seodaad  at  pimim,  wlwiiln  -dwn  oar  naUooal  tow* 
and  oovvoanta  an  not  mUj  digbtod  and  iw^gtec»d,  yw,  iovlad  «l  bj  inaajr  in  tbk 
pro&iM  gMieritlon,  hatetm.  aoma  having  a  man  twimtnf  seal  hr  vdlgioii,  atand 
not  to  arsue  and  ny,.^  ThtA  alAooffa  theae  oovaoaata  wwb  btndinf  oo  oar  foi«- 
ftthera  who  made  and  took  tham,  j«t  thaj  can  be  no  way  ohUgatory  mt  w,  who 
wan  naver  paraooally  angafod  therein."  Bat  let  aooh  ftr  oertainty  know  that  ao 
theae  aolemn  Towa  hare  tlieir  foundation  in  acriptove,  NaaoL  noc  8.  Davit,  x.  S. 
Joah.  niT.  11.  Paalm.  IxxvL  25.  Iia.  six.  la  Jer.  L  5.  OaL  ilL  15.  tha  datiea 
engaged  to  therein  being  porely  theologieal  and  moral,  they  moat  haTereqieet  onto 
aU  drwimatanoee  and  perioda  of  time ;  and  beeidee  their  form  being  firwmHi  rmUo 
f.  a.  formal  reaaon,  and  the  action  aolanm,  the  M^eaty  of  Heairen  being  bath  • 
party  and  witneae  therein,  the  obligation  moat  be  perpetual,  which  no  aaectal  an 
earth  can  lawfully  dispense  with,  and  ao  must  bind  and  obl^  aU  J 
penalty  of  breach  of  God*s  coTanant,  while  eon  and  moon  endure. 
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neati  of  iBngliuid  thdi  be  to  great,  that  a  man  tfatU  ride  fifty  miles 
throngli  ^  best  plenished  parts  of  Englaiid,  before  he  hear  a  cock 
crow,  a  dog  bark,  or  see  a  maa's  face.  Also  he  &rther  asserted, 
'<  that  if  he  had  the  best  land  of  all  Endand,  he  would  make  sale  of 
it  for  two  idiillings  the  acre,  and  think  be  had  come  to  a  good  mar- 
ket"* And  although  this  may  not  hare  had  its  full  aeoompliriuient 
as  yet,  still  there  is  sround  to  belieye  that  it  will  be  fblfilled,  for  the 
Lord  will  not  alter  me  word  thai  is  gone  out  of  his  mouth.f 

Mr.  M'deDand  continued  nearly  twelre  years  at  Kiriccudbright. 
About  the  year  1650,  he  was  called  home  to  his  Fatlmr's  house,  to 
the  full  fruition  ,of  that  which  he  had  before  seen  in  vision. 

He  was  a  man  most  strict  and  zealous  in  his  life,  and  knew  not 
idiat  it  was  to  be  afraid  of  any  man  in  the  cause  of  God,  being  one 
who  was  most  nearly  asquainted  with  him,  and  knew  much  <^  his 
Master's  wilL  Surely  the  Lord  doth  nothing  but  what  he  revealeth 
to  his  servants  the  proj^ets. 

A  little  before  hu  death  he  made  the  fi^owmg  epiti^^h  on  him- 
self. 

Cooic^  sdni^  death,  hv9%  o'er,  Jo!  here*f  mf  pM% 

In  blood  eharacter*d  hf  hie  band  who  wtm, 

And  is,  and  shall  be.     Jordan,  cut  thy  stream. 

Make  channels  dry.     I  bear  my  Father's  name, 

Slampt  on  my  brow.  '  I'm  rarlahed  with  my  orown,  / 

I  shine  ao  bright,  down  with  all  glory,  down, 

That  world  can  five.     I  see  the  peerlev  port^ 

The  golden  street,  the  blessed  soul*s  resort!— 

The  tree  of  liib,  floods  gushing  from  the  throne, 

Call  me  to  Joys.     Begone,  short  woes,  begone ; 

I  Uto  to  die,  hut  now  I  die  to  live, 

I  DOW  ai^Joy  mon  than  I  oould  bdiere. 

The  promise  me  unto  possswipn  sends. 

Faith  in  fruition,  hope  in  having,  ends.  ;; 


DAVID  CALDERWOOD. 

Bin.  Caldsbwood,  after  having  spent  some  time  at  the  grammar- 
school,  wen^  to  the  uniyersity  to  ^udy  theology,  with  a  yiew  to  the 
ministry.  And  after  a  short  time  being  found  fit  for  that  office,  he 
was  appointed  minister  of  Crailing,  near  Jedburgh.  Here  for  a  con- 
aiderable  time,  he  preached  the  word  of  God  with  great  wisdom. 


*  See  tiie  ibrcmentioiied  letter  and  note  in  a  pamphlet  entitled,  Soma  FKedio- 
tlona  or  Phipheeies  of  our  Soots  worthies,  from  p.  20,  && 

f  Thia  is  very  true;  hut  it  is  not  proved  that  God  ever  spoke  such  words  oon- 
osarning  Enghmd.  Certainly  this  pxvdiction  has  not  been  fblfilled,  though  Mr. 
.  MKa^Sdd,  from  vriiat  ha  says  hn  vronld  do  if  he  had  land  to  sell,  seems  to  have 
«Kp«:t«4  te  at  no  dUrtant  data^  W.  M<G. 
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ahmret  into  God's  giraiMK^.  But  it  Ung  thai  a  time  what  _ 
lacy  WW  on  tbo  advaaoe  in  ^  duifld^  and  ftithfiil  miniiteM  eTory 
where  thrust  out  and  siqmteMod*  he,  aMMWg  the  rait,  gvre  in  his 
decUnatwe  in  1G08^  and  tWeupon  toiek  instraments  in  the  hands 
of  a  notary-pnUioy  in  pi««eooe  of  some  of  the  magistrates  and 
council  of  the  town.  Upon  tins  inlbrmatioa  heii^  girrai  to  the  King 
by  the  bishopry  adire^n  waasontdownfipemhuntotheGanncilyto 
punish  him  and  another  minister  who  decliiied»  exeanphffily ;  bnt  by 
the  earnest  dealing  of  the  Eail  of  Lodnan  with  the  ChanoaQoTy  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Cdderwood,  their  punishment  losidTed  only  into  con* 
fawment  within  their  o^-n  parish. 

Here  he  eontinoed,  thercdEbre,  until  Jane  1617,  when  he  was  ann- 
moned  to  appear  before  the  High  Commission  CSonrfc  at  St.  AndreVs^ 
vfQsa  the  6tn  of  July  folbwing.  Being  called  i^on,  and  his  libel 
read  and  answered,  the  King  being  present,  among  other  things  said) 
*'  What  moved  you  to  protest  ?*'-— ^  An  artide  condnded  among  the 
Lords  of  the  Articles,"  Mr.  Calderwood  answered.  *^  But  what 
liMdt  was  there  in  it,*'  said  the  King.  **  It  cutteth  off  our  General 
Assemblies,"  was  Us  reply.  The  King,  having  the  protesttUion  * 
in  his  hand,  challenged  lum  for  some  words  of  the  last  dimse  of  it. 
He  answered,  **  Wliatsoever  was  the  phrase  of  n>eech,  they  meant 
no  odier  thing  bnt  to  protest,  that  they  would  give  passive  obedi* 
ence  to  his  Mcgesty,  but  could  not  give  native  obedienoe  unto  any 
nnlawfbl  thing  which  should  flow  from  that  artsde."  ^  Active  and 
passive  obedience !"  said  the  king. — **  That  is,  we  will  rather  suffer 
than  practise,"  sud  Mr.  Calderwood.  **  I  will  tell  thee,"  siud  the 
King,  '^  what  is  obedience,  man.*~What  the  centorion'  said  to  his 
servants.  To  this  many  Go,  and  ke  goeU^  and  to  ikatvumy  Carney  and 
he  €omethy  that  is  obedience."-~He  answered,  **  To  sidSbr,  Sir,  is 
also  obedience,  howbeit  not  of  the- same  kind;  and  that  obedience 
Was  not  absolute,  but  limited,  with  exception  of  a  counteimand  from 
a  superior  power."  <<  I  am  informed,"  said  the  king,  <<  ye  are  a 
refractor ;  the  Bishop  of  Glasgow  your  ordinary,  and  Bishop  of 
Caithness  the  moderator,  and  your  presbytery,  testify  ye  have  kept 
no  order,  ye  have  repaired  to  neither  presbytery  nor  synod,  and  are 
no  way  conform.  He  answered,  '^  I  have  been  confined  these  dgbt 
or  nine  years,  so  my  conformity  or  non-conformity  in  that  point 
could  not  be  well  known."  "  Gude  feith,  thou  art  a  very  kimve,*' 
said  the  King ;  '<  see  these  same  Adse  Puritans,  they  are  ever  play- 
ing with  equivocations." — The  King  asked,  if  he  was  released,  if  he 
would  obey  or  not  ?^-He  answered,  ^  J  am  wronged,  in  that  I  aoi 
forced  to  answer  such  questions,  whidi  are  bedde  the  libel,'*  after 
whidi  he  was  removed. 

When  called  in  again,  it  was  mtimated  to  him,  that  if  he  did 
not  repair  to  aynodi  and  presbyteries  between  this  and  Odobeiv 


*  This  pntwIatSaii  had  feta  gWn  Im  a  Uttk  bdbm  tfali,  to  a  mMCtef  ti 
4r%i»Uis  Link  Kirk  of  EdlnboiYb.    Sw  CaMffWMd'f  Hlrtoar,  p.  ««& 
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Bid»f  of^aM«>«^'«^t«dq)rivelii^    He  then  faeggvd  lesve  lo 

vperic  W  tin  iiriMf*^  wMdi  bnag  fmHe^  he  mMoned  ikm: 

NtHJwr  CI  ye  mpmi  nr  dyhiB  me  ki  this  Comt  qf  Higfa  CgBh» 

■iImIM)  to  ye  lisre  ne  pefirer  i»  tilk  co«rt  Init  by  CMoinitaoii  fi^ 

Mil  Mijierty;  IiAb  Biq^ttf  osmwt  eei ■wrfi  «bet  poir«r  to  yon 

-«Hu«blieciafaii0Witte  fadttntf."  Aturfaioli  dn  Kip^  ^ragged  his 
hmdi,  aad  said  te  hkn,  ^'  Aire  there  wit  fauihopi  aad  fiitiken  in  the 
^iRiNh^penNmedetfaed  with  pewer  aed  — thority  to  eiMnttidyaiid 
depoMP'-i^NiPtin  this  eeert,"  answered  Mr.  Calderwood  At 
whirii  woods  l^ete  erose  •  oenftMod  eoise,  so  dmt  he  was  eUiged  te 
fixteiid  his  Toioe,  that  he  might  be  heard.  In  the  ead  the  Kiag 
oaind  Mm,  i£  he  wenU  obey  &a  sentsnos?  To  wlach  he  answered, 
«"  Your  sentefiM  is  not  tiiesentesDe  of  tiie  Kirk,  but  e  sentence  anil 
in  ilMtf,  and  ih«etos  I  camiot  obey  is.*'  At  whkh  smne,  revilia& 
cafinf^  him  a  {noted  knnFa*  Olliets  weee  not  ashamed  te  diake  his 
dranlden,  inamost  insofentmaaMr,  tallaSlast  he  was  renunred  a 
9ecx>ndtine. 

Being  agaiii  isalled  in,  the  sentmoe  of  dsprrration  was  pri^ 
noonoed,  and  he  ordained  to  be  oommitted  to  dose  ward  in  the  toU 
booth  of  St.  Andrew's  till  farther  orders  AoxUl  be  taken  to  his 
banislmieBl;  npon  whidi  iie  was  imbraided  by  tlie  Uriiop,  who  ssM^ 
that  he  deserred  to  be  nsed  as  Ogttry,  te  Jesuit,  who  was  faai^^ 
When  he  weidd  hare  onsWtttBd,  &e  bsdiops  would  not  aDow  faim, 
andtlie  Kiag,  in  a  rage,  cried,  <<  Away  with  him  ;''*-and  npon  4ai, 
ixird  Seone  taking*  hmi  by  tlie  arm,  led  him  ont,  wiiare  tey  sisid 
oome  time  waidng  for  te  bailiff  of  te  town.  In  te)  mean- 
thne  Mr.  Calderwood  Md  to  Scene,  ^  My  Lord,  tiiis  is  not  te  first 
Hke  torn  that  both  &Uea  iaio  yonr  haad.*'-^  I  miMt  serve  te 
Ki^,"  said  Scone.  And  to  seme  ministers  wttnding  by,  he  said, 
**  jftreduren,  ye  have  Christ's  cause  in  liaad  at  this  meeting,  be  not 
terrified  witb  this  iq>ectacie,  nrore  fiMthfid  senrants  to  year  Master." 
Scone  took  him  to  his  own  honse  till  te  kejrs  of  te  tolbooth  were 
had.  By  te  way  one  demanded,  ^Whiter  with  temati,  my  Lord?'' 
«<  FhA  to  te  telboolh,  and  then  to  te  gallows,"  said  Scene. 

He  was  coiiiMiHod  a  close  prisoner,  and  the  same  afteraooa  a 
terge  was  given  id  tramport  him  tothe  jail  of  Edinburgh.  Upon 
tins,  he  was  ddlivoed  to  two  of  te  guard  to  be  trans^iorted  thitheiv 
ahhoogh  sevond  offiared  to  bail  hlm^  that  he  might  not  go  ont  of  te 
country.  But  no  order  of  council  oonld  be  luui  to  tet  effect,  for 
te  Kmg  had  it  in  deskpn  to  keep  him  in  dose  ward  till  a  ship  was 
ready  to  convey  him  mit  to  London,  and  then  to  Vii^ginia.  'But 
Providence  had  ordered  oterwifie ;  to,  upon  several  petitions  in 
his  behalf,  he  was  liberated  from  prison,  vp<m  Lord  Cranston  bei^ 
bail  that  he  thoaid  depart  oixt  of  te  country. 

Afler  tins,  he  went  with  Lord  Cranston  to  te  Kmg'  at  ,C^isl% 
^here  te  said  Lord  presented  a  petition  in  his  toour,  to  te  efiect 
'  ^hat  he  might  only  oe  confined  to  his  parish ;  but  te  King  in- 
veighed against  him  so  amch,  that  at  last  he  repulsed  Cranston  with 
his  elbow.    He  insisted  again  for  a  prorogation  of  te  time  of  his 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


/ 


{MM  SCOTS  WaSTHIXSL 


might  hare  leirare  to  get  vp  haa  year*!  ttipM^L — ^Tke  lamg  an- 
mweredt  **  Howb«tt  he  begpged,  iifc  were  na  metttr^  he  wovid  know 
liimMlf  better  the  next  time ;  and  for  the  teaeen  of  the  year,  if  he 
drowned  in  the  seas,  he  nngfat  thank  God  that  he  had  eseaped  a 
worse  deadi."  Yet  Gmston  being  so  haportanate  for  the  prorog»- 
tbn»  the  King  answerod^  I  will  advue  widi  my  bishops.  Tlins  the 
time  was  deUyed  until  the  year,  1619,  that  he  wrote  a  book,  odled 
Perth  Astembfyy  w^hen  he  was  condemned  by  the  Cowioil  in  Deosm. 
ber  of  that  year ;— 4>nt»  as  he  himself  says^*  neither  the  book  nor 
the  anther  oonld  be  found,  f or  in  Aflgost  preoeding  he  had  eoibarked 
iiKr  Holland. 

During  hb  abode  there,  one  Patrick  Soo*,  a  kmded  gendeman 
near  Falkland,  baring  wasted  his  padrimony,  had  no  odier  means  to 
recover  his  estate,  but  by  some  muawfol  measore  at  Court;  and  for 
that  Old,  in  1624,  ho  set  forth  a  recantation,  under  the  name  of  a 
banished  minister,  vis*  Mr.  Calderwood,  who,  because  of  his  long 
sickness  before,  was  siq>po8ed  by  manj  to  have  been  dead.  TIm 
King,  as  he  alleged  to  some  of  his  friends,  famished  him  with  the 
matter,  and  he  set  it  down  in  form.  TUs  project  failing,  he  went 
orer  to  Holland,  and  sou§^  Mr.  Calderwood  In  sereral  towns,  par- 
tionlarly  in  Amsterdun,  in  order  to  despatch  him,  as  afterwards  ap- 
peared. After  he  had  staid  twentf  days  in  Amsterdam,  makii^  all 
die  seardi  he  could,  he  was  informed  umt  Mr.  Calderwood  had  re- 
turned home  privately  to  his  native  country;  whidi  frustrated  his 
intention.— After  the  death  of  King  James,  he  put  out  a  pamphlet 
foil  of  this,  entitled  For  vera,  and  yet  notwithstanding  all  his  WM^ced 
and  unlawful  pursuits,  he  died  soon  after,  so  poor  thiit  he  had  not 
wherewith  to  defray  the  charges  of  his  fmieraL 

Mr.  Calderwood  being  now  returned  home,  after  the  death  of 
Khig  James,  remained  as  private  as  pomiUe,  and  was  mostly  at 
Edinburgh,  where  he  strengthened  tlie  hands  of  non-oonformists, 
being  also  *  gr^  opposer  of  sectarianism,  until  after  1638,  idien  he 
was  admitted  minister  of  Pencaitland,  in  EMt  Lothian. 

He  contributed  voy  much  to  the  covenairted  work  carried  on 
after  that  period ;  for  forst  he  had  an  active  hand  in  drawing  up 
some  exoellait  papers  wherein  were  contained  the  records  of  drardi 
policy  betwixt  1576  and  1596,  which  were  presented  and  read  by 
Mr.  Johnston,  the  Clerk,  to  the  General  Aasembly  at  Glasgow,  in 
1638 ;  and  then,  by  recommendation  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
1646,  he  was  required  to  consider  the  order  of  the  visitation  of 
kirks,  and  trials  of  presbyteries,  and  to  make  report  diereof  unto 
tiie  next  assonbly ;  and  again  i^  the  General  Aoembly  of  1648,  a 
forther  recommendation  was  given  him,  to  make  a  draught  of  ihe 
form  of  visitation  of  partieular  congregations,  agamst  the  next  As- 
sembly ;  he  was  also  one  of  those  i^pointed,  inth  Bifr.  IHdcson,  to 
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(dn(ir«p1h«iHnof^Direbl«ryf>rilie  paMio  wvtfsUp  of  God, 
i^  tiM  Gtmml  Aammltij  of  1643.* 

Ailer  JiaviJig  both  spMtfe  and  be»  spenty  widi;  the  apotde,  for  the 

osQte  Old  inlereBt  of  Jmui  Christ,  vMm  the  English  amy  hj  at 

.v     Lothiaa  during  IdSl,  he  wentto  Jedbm^jh,  where  he  ridceniad,  and 

H*^  (fied  in  a  good  eld  age#    He  was  another  Tsliant  champion  for  the 

^'    ^roth,  who,  in  pleading*  for  iJie  crown  and  h^e#est  of  Jesos  Christ* 

Imew  net  what  it  was  to  be  daunted  by  the  faioe  and  fhiwiis  of  th« 

hig^iest  and  most  incensed  adverafirles. 

fiefere  he  went  to  Holland^  1»  wrote  die  book  entitled,  Perth 
Ammhfy.  While  in  HoUand,  he  wroto  diat  leamed  book  called 
A&are  Dameuoemm^  with  some  other  pieces  in  likiglish,  which  con- 
tfffibated  somentet,  io  ks^  many  strai^  in  that  dedkung  period. 
After  his  retnni,  he  wrote  his  w^  known  Idstory  of  onr  oLol^  as 
ftr  down  as  the  year  16S5,  of  which  the  printed  copy  is  only  a 
shost  dbstnet  of  the  maonsoripl^  whidi  both  as  to  the  style  and  the 
manner  is  fur  pre^BraUie ;  and  yet'  all  thb  derogates  nothing  fnxm 
the  tmdi  of  the  fiicts  rep<nted  in  the  printed  copy ;  and  therefore 
no  oienee  need  he  tdaen^at  the  information^  that  there  ii  a  more 
fuU  copy  than  has  yet  been  [Hrinted. 


^  HUGH  BINNINa 

This  tndy  emment  man  was- son  to  John  Binning  of  Dalrenan, 
and  Margaret  M'Kell,  dm^hter  of  Mr.  Matthew  M'Kdl,  mndster 
oCBediwel],  and  sister  id  £br.  Hugh  M'KeU,  one  of  the  mimsters 
of  Edinbmgh.  His  fiidier^s  wioruDy  circamstances  were  so  good, 
(being  possessed  of  a  consideMd>le  estate  in  the  shire  of  Ayr,)  that 
he  was  emMed  to  give  hhn  a  veej  liberal  edncation,  the  good 
effects  of  which  i^f^ored  rery  eaify ;— for  the  greatness  of  his 
s{Hrit  and  capadty  of  judgment  gare  his  parents  good  groonds  to 
coneeiTO  the  most  pleasing  h€)>es  of  his  fotiire  eminence. 

When  at  the  gnunmari«ehool,  he  attained  snch  profiriency  in  tiM 
knof^Hiedge  of  tte  Latin  tongue,  and  the  Roman  authors,  that  he 
ontstrq>ped  his  fellow-scholars  nniyersally,  even  sndi  as  were  by  some 
years,  older  than  himself.  When  they  went  to  their  ^rersions,  he 
dedined  thev  soeietf,  and  chtose  to  en^oy  hinwelf  either  in  secret 
prayer  to  God,  or  conference  with  rdigions  people,  thinking  time 
was  too  predoos  to  be  larished  away  in  those  things.    He  b^fan  to 


*  Mir.  Gridflrwwd  psf%  In  a  piMMl  i««Iiitt  the  AMtmbly  of  1640,  for  onaetlnf 
tto  DireotoTf  lor  ciectUm  of  minlitav;  wUeh  protMt  was  not  siToa  in  finroar  of 
fUtnm^jt,  M  the  aathor  of  the  Mod«ct  Inqnby  would  lialnnatii ;  for  Mr.  CaUbr- 
wood,  in  his  Aban  Damaacemm,  hath  affirmed  once  and  afafai,  in  the  itroncett 
Unm^  tha  poople't  risht  «a  aboooe  their  ova  pnrtor. 
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naT«  Wtfet  teriHiirily  yMk  God,  aod  i»  Hre  inr 
with  him,  before  others  began  Miovslf  %o  inf  t^  ken*  Husir  ImI 
and viidoae ilate uoA mnikaan. hj nsitan);  ao thatbaJMno ke«iived 
«t  the  ISA  or  14AjmtcwilBs^B;ge,hehadmX^mAt»naik  experi^ 
enee  inlha  ways  df  Ckri,l3lat  the  wmmt  ^aOdtmB  mademwkei 


ChriatlaM  ia  the  i^boeeniiMndtkiy  were  maoh  adified,  atrei^|;th- 
«oed,  aad  eonifoiiBd  %.  hia^  aayv  tlmt  jie  Imvoimd  -dieai  to  dili- 
genoe  'm  the  datw  of  ieiigioii)  &dte  i&ebr  being  aewiUe  that  ia  thk 
respect  they  were  mnch  outran  by  hha^ 

Before  he  was  Mrteen  yean  of  age,  he  entered  mpom  iim  stady 
«f  phik>M|iiy  hi  dii  «adTeCTky.t)f  Crliagow,  faiwhuh  haniadBa  very 
eonBidendde  jirogrest,  and  come  to  be  trican  -ngdaa  «f  helii  by  ptxib- 
le88or$  Mid  itadenti,  Tviilst  aithe  sane  tnw  ht  adiaaimd  remavfe- 
«b}y  in  religion  also*  The  atarase  depthg  ofphapaufhy,  whiah  a^ 
the  tortiii«  of  a  slow  genias  and  «  waak  oapacily^  hm  imA  laio 
wkhmrt  pam  or  troaUe ;  so  lin^  by  hsi  reaidy  appaeheinan  of 
'^lingt,  he  was  jiUe  to  do  moaa  iti  onb  iwnr  livn  oikm  ooald  do  ta 


'  days  by  havd  study  aad  ck>se  a^piiestaoai «  and  yet  was 


'fanmble,  and  itee  from  seifposooeit,  the  ooBmoB  MUe  af  yons^ 
men. 

As  soon  as  his  oonrse  of  philosophy  was  finished^  he  conunenoed 
Master  cf  Arts,  with  mnch  applause,  and  then  be^ui  the  study  of 
divinity  with  a  view  to  serve  CM  in  the  holy  ministry.  At  this 
time  there  happened  to  be  a  vacancy  in  the  College  <^  Glasgow,  by 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  James  Daliymide*  of  Stair,  who  had  for 
some  time  been  his  oiaster.    'A;|d:  tboagfa  Mr.  lining  was  but 

a  his  scholar,  yet  he  was  determiaedy  afW  much  entreaty,  to 
iu  a  Candidate  fi>r  tlie  sitoalioa. 
AoeordiBg  to  the  nsnal  cnEWom,  A«  awaters  of  ths  oaHsfe  «initted 
a  pffbgimm,  and  sent  it  to  all  the  vtivepsitisa^of  the  Jdngdsniy  invit- 
ing sach  as  had  a  nand  ifor  the  profession  of  pliilosophf ,  to  sist 
tksmseives  before  them,  iand  offar  thetdsslves  to  '«snpate  for  the 


pvefonnent:  I^TiAg  nssaxanee,  that,  witlioitl  partfafity,  the  plaae 
shoidd  be  conferred  iqioa  Idm  who  skorid  ba  found  diffnmr  sf 

Theministera  of  C^sigow^  ooasidad^g  haw  anasii  it  waaiiMai' 
teresit  of  tiie  Chnrohlhatweli^^aatifledfBwiawiAaaldbepi^iatath^ 
profession  of  phHosepfay ;  and  knowiag  that  Mr.  Binning  was  and- 
neiitly  pioas,  md  of  a  bright  goaias»  as  wsfiasof  ascdidjudgnent, 
setiqiba  him  to  sst  hisMrelf  among  llie  competitors.  They  lud  andi 
difficulty  to  oveseome  his  modesty,  boEt  at  last  psorsilad  iqioa  Ihbi 


*  This  gentleman  entered  advocate  in  1648^  and  wat  I17  the  Plrotector  made 
one  of  the  JtTflges  of  tiie  SesBian  In  h)57,  wnd  baeme  FrnldaBt  in  1681.  In 
1682,  he  had  to  tetire  to  Holland ;  In  1689  he  waa  reatored  to  bia  oOoe ;  and  in 
1690  waacrBSHd  a  Vlacoant  He  wf«ta  Hm  teatamHoM  of  Hm  Law  of  Safttknd, 
and  akft  padtUahad  a  lyatam  of  pli^aifl!,  gpeatlj  valooi  at  that  tiini^  and  alM 
^aii«bd»  A  Vindicatkm  of  the  Divino  Attfibuta^  in  whiah  thcM  ia  diaaovmd  gnat 
fwm  of  aignment  and  aoand  kaovledgip. 

t  The  moat  worthy  sad  thtflMsllsanMd. 
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were  other  iP0o  nwlkbtesy  o«e  nf  ^diom  had  great  intereit  witk  Dr. 
Stanottge,  MiuxM  of  th^  colUig^  wd  the  other  »  mMbt  of  grest 
abiUdee;  yet  li(br.  Simiiig  eo  aoqmtted  UmiBlf  in  all  parts  of  hk 
triidythHttothecoavictienof  t^j«dget,hee(%sedhiaiiTBhk  But 
•the  Boetor,  and  eome  of  ikm  £icalty  who  joined  him,  though  Aey 
eodd  not  pretMid  the  pexeon  tfaef  indined  to  prato  had  an  equa- 
lity, mxteik  lew  n  sapenoriiy,  in  ^  dispute,  yet  arg«^  that  he 
was  a  eitiaee^s  WBy  of  a  eempetency  of  learning,  and  a  person 
«f  more  yea»i$  tad  hy  that  means  had  greater  emrienee  tiian 
Mr.  Bhinhiig  could  he  supposed  to  have.  To  thi<  however,  it 
was  ref^M,  Unfit  Mrw  Bhuag  was  sueh  an  aecompUahed  scholar, 
so  wise  and  sedate,  ns  to  he  abot«  aU  the  Allies  and  vanities  of 

Katii;  and  that  what  was  wwutfaig  m  years  was  made  np  soffioieutly 
^  his  niiete  than  ordinary  and  singidar  endo  wiiirats.  Whereupon 
a  member  of  the  fiEumlty,  perceiving  the  struggle  to  he  great,  as  (in- 
deed  there  were  phMnbk  reasons  on  both'  lodes,)  proq^osed  a  dis- 
pose hetwem  the  two  oandidates  exienipot%  iqpoa  any  subject  they 
sbenid' he  pleased  to  presorfte.  This  pat  a  period  to  tiie  division 
amei^ist  them;  and  theee  who  had  <^)posed  him,  not  being  wi^ng 
to  engage  their  iHtod  wilh  sueh  an  aUe  antagonist  a  seo^md  lame, 
Ifr.  Bimmig  was  eieciled. 

He  was  net  ^tenineleen  years  of  age  when  he^eommenced  re- 
gent tAdprd^ssor of  philosophy;  and&oogh  he  had  not  time  to 
tnepare  •systematicBily  imy  part  of  his  ^nrse^  having  instanUy  to 
begin  his  class,  yet  such  was  the  quickness  and  fertility  of  his  in- 
vention, the  lenacistisiisss  of  his  memory,  and  the  «elidity*of  his 
jndraient,  that  his  dfatatnsto  tin  sdbcdsn  had  a  depth  of  learning, 
asM  pemioadity  of  ^xpmarion  seldom  ofnaDed,  and  he  was  among 
the^Ml  in  (Boetiaad  thathemi  to  referm  phiieeophy  firom  the  bar- 
bsMnS'Ssrms  and  smintamg&ie  jotgnn  of  the  oshoblniea. 

iie>0SBtinned  In  4Js  psnteiieii  three  ye«s,4uid  disdiarged  his 
itrest4K)i«s4o^^gakahn«Oderala|^laase  of  thennKvenity.  And  this 
waaehe  mere  veMsrimUe,  thai  having  tnrned  his  thoughts  towardi 
the'U^niiAry,  he  earned  on  his  theological  studies  at  the  same  time, 
«nd  maleigreas  haprswssaents  <hnrem ;  ftr  Us  memory  was  so  re- 
ttentlve,'4iafthtoeeMMlyfbig«tehiy4bii^  It 

waseaeyftrhhntb  write  ottt  any  eeemon,  after  lie  retiBmed  to  his 
ehamfcer  flHim  hearfng  it,  si  %RMih  a  length,  that  4he  iuteiligeat  and 
jndieieae  trader,  who  had  heard  it  preached^  duNdd  scarcely  find 
one  eetitenee  wanting. 

Dmih^  this  period,  he  gave  itdl  proof  of  his  progress  and  Imow- 
ledge  in  dMiity,  by  a  eempesitlon  from  2  Cor.  v.  14 ;  vrhidt  perftur- 
mance  he  sent  to  a  gentlewoman  at  Edinbuigh  for  her  private  e^- 
eMidn;  who  having  peMsed  the  same,  supposed  it  to  be  a  %ennoii 
•^  itoaie  eminetft  minister  in  the  west  of  Scotland,  and  put  it  into 
^e  hands  ofthe  then  pretest  <tf  £)dinbnrgh,  who  judged  of  it  in  the 
ome  namner.  But  wken  she  retumed  to  Qk^w,  she  ft«md  her 
mistake,  by  Mr.  Binknng*)B  asking  it  of  her.  This  was  the  first  <^ 
covery,  he  had givenitf his  iM^es  m  eecplaini^g  the  seripture. 
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At  the  expiraAm  ci  three  yewi,  wliidi  he  ipeat  is  pirofeeeer  of 
philosophy,  the  parish  of  Govan,  whidi  lies  adfaoeat  to  the  dty  of 
Glasgow,  happ^ied  to  be  raoant;  and  before  this,  i^hoerer  was 
Principal  of  the  college  of  Ola^w,  was  also  minister  there ;  but 
this  being  attended  with  inconyenienees,  an  alteration  was  made ; 
and  the  presbytery  having  in  view  to  supply  the  vacancy  with  Mr. 
Binning,  they  took  him  upon  trials,  in  order  to  be  licensed  as  a 
preacher  ;—«nd  preaddng  there  to  the  great  sadsfiMition  of  that 
people,  he  was  some  time  after  called  to  be  minister  ^  that  parish. 
This  call  the  presbytery  i^fnroved  of,  and  entered  )um  upon  trials 
for  ordination,  about  the  twenty-second  year  ai  his  age,  whidi  he 
went  through  to  the  unanimous  approbation  ai  the  prewytery,  who 
gave  their  testimony  to  his  fitness  to  be  one  of  the  nunisters  of  the 
dty  upon  the  first  vacancy,  having  it  in  view,  at  the  same  time,  to 
bring  him  back  to  the  univendty,  whenever  the  precession  of  divi- 
nity should  be  vacant. 

He  was,  considering  his  age,  a  prodigy  of  learning;  for  before  he 
had  arrived  at  the  26Ui  rear  of  his  life,  he  had  such  a  lai^  stodc  of 
useful  knowledge,  as  to  be  caiilei  philoioguii  phihscpkuip  H  ihoologus 
eximkiSf  and  he  might  well'have  be6n  an  ornament  to  tiie  most  hr 
mous  and  fiourislung  university  in  Europe.  Hiis  was  the  more 
surprising,  considering  his  weakness  and  ii^rmity  ci  body,  as  not 
being  i^ble  to  read  much  at  a  tune,  or  to  undeigo  tlie.fiitigne  of  con- 
tinual study ;  insomuch  that  his  knowledge  seoned  ratfa«r  to  have 
been  bom  with  him,  than  to  have  been  acquired  by  hard  and  labo- 
rious study. 

Though  booldsh,  and  much  inteiit  upon  the  fulfilling  of  his  minis- 
try, he  turned  his  dioughts  to  marriage,  and  espcosed  Barbara 
Simpson,  the  excellent  draghter  of  Mr.  James  Simpscm,  a  minister 
in  Ireland.  Upon  the  day  on  which  he  was  to  be  married,  he  went, 
accompuiied  widi  his  friend  and  some  odiers,  among  whom  were 
several  ministers,  to  an  adjacent  country-congregation,  iqpon  the  day 
of  their  weekly  sermon.  The  minister  of  the  puish  ddsyed  sermon 
till  they  should  come,  hoping  to  put  the  work  imon  one  of  the  minis- 
ters whom  he  expected  to  be  there ;  but  all  dedinrag  it,  he  tried 
next  to  prevail  on  the  bridegroom,  with  whom  he  snooeeded,  though 
the  invitation  was  not  exposed.  It  was  no  difficult  task  to  him  to 
preach  upon  a  short  warning ;  he  stepped  aside  a  litde,  to  premeditate^ 
and  implore  his  Master's  presence  and  assistance,  (for  he  was  ever 
afraid  [to  be  alone  hi  this  work,)  entered  the  pulpit  unmadiatdy 
and  preached  upon  i  Pet.  L  15.  Bui  as  he  tohkk  hath  eaUedytm  is 
kofyf  so  be  ye  hofy  in  ail  manner  cf  cantfersatian.  Ajod  at  this  timo ' 
he  was  so  remarkably  helped  that  all  admowledged  that  God  was 
with  bun  of  a  truth. 

When  the  unhappy  difierences  betwixt  the  resolutioners  and 
protesters  fell  out,  Mr.  Binning  took  part  with  the  latter  of  tiiese  ' 
denomhiations.  This  distinction,  however,  proved  of  fiiital  con- 
sequence. He  saw  some  of  the  evils  of  it  in  his  own  time,  and 
being  of  a  catholic  and  healing  spirit,  with  a  view  to  the  cementing 
of  diflbrences,  he  wrote  an  extent  treatise  on  Christian  love,  which 
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<oiitaiiiB  MMtiy  fitroag  and  pathetic  passages,  most  apposite  to  this 
siib$ect.  He  was  no  fbtnenter  of  factions,  but  stndions  ot  the  public 
tra»{iu]lity.  He  was  a  man  of  moderate  principles  and  temperate 
passionS)  never  hnpdsing  ot  orerbearinr  upon  others,  but  willingly 
hfiBtkened  to  advioe^  tod  blwkys  yielded  to  reason. 

Tbe  pi^vaiMng  of  the  EUgtish  sectarians  under  Oliver  Crom- 
well,* to  the  overthrow  of  the  fresbyterian  interest  in  England,  and 
Jie  rarioM  attempts  wMdi  th^  tnade  in  Scotland  on  the  constitu- 
tion and  disdpline  of  this  diUrch,  was  one  of  the  gk'eate^  difficul- 
ties, whkik  tile  ministers  had  ^len  to  struggle  With.  Upon  this  he 
baa  many  excellent  refiections  in  his  sermons,  particularly  in  the  ser. 
moti  from  Deut.  xxjdi.  4,  5.f 

After  having  laboured  four  years  in  the  ministry,  serving  Grod 
with  his  spirit  Sn  the  gospel  of  his  Son,  he  died  in  1653,  of  a  con- 
smnpiaon,  when  he  was  scarcely  arrived  at  the  prime  and  vigour  of 
1^,  being  oidy  in  the  26^  year  of  his  age ;  leaving  behind  him  a 
sweet  tavoi^,  and  an  epblle  of  commendation,  upon  the  hearts  of 
those  who  were  his  hearers. 

He  was  a  person  of  singular  piety,  of  an  humble,  meek,  and  peace- 
able temper,  a  judicious  and  lively  preacher ;  nay,  so  extraordinary 
a  person,  that  he  was  accounted  a  prodigy  in  human  learning  and 
knowledge  of  divinity.  From  his  childhood  he  knew  the  scriptures  ; 
and  from  a  boy  had  been  much  under  deep  and  spiritual  exercise, 
until  the  time,  or  a  little  before,  that  he  entered  upon  the  o£Bce  of 
the  ministry.  He  then  began  to  enjoy  much  tranquillity  of  mind, 
being  ineitiftdly  relieved  ft^  all  those  doubtings,  which  for  a  long 
time  he  had  been  eitercised  with ;  and  though  he  studied  in  his  dis- 
courses to  condescend  to  the  capacity  of  the  meaner  sort  of  hearers, 
y«t  it  must  be  owned,  that  his  gift  of  |n*eaching  was  not  so  much 
accommodated  to  a  country  congregation  as  it  was  to  the  judicious 
and  leaded.  Mr.  Binning's  meiliod  was  peculiar  to  himself,  much 
after  the  hamngoing  way.  He  was  no  stranger  to  the  rules  of  ait ; 
and  knew  well  how  to  make  his  matter  subservient  to  the  subject 
he  handled.  Vlh  style  kad  language  are  easy  and  fluent,  void  of  all 
•ffeetation  and  bombtet ;  and  has  a  kind  of  undesigned  and  negligent 
d^anoe,  whidk  arrests  tile  reader's  attention.  Considering  the  age 
he  lived  in,  it  might  be  said,  that  he  cfeuiried  tfa^  orator's  prize  from 
his  coatempoiikries  in  Scotland';  and  was  not  at  that  time  inferior  to 
the  best  pulpit-oraCot  in  England.^:  While  he  fived,  he  was  highly  es- 


*  It  tt  MM  Hiat  tk«  Fk^byiralflM  and  bdepenAinto  Beinf  oo  a  ca^lxi  time  to 
Stpv^  bdfatit  Cfvmw«H^  wkik  ha  wm  in  Saottead,  In  or.  akout  Olugow,  Mr. 
Binning  bdnf  praent,  no  managed  the  pointa  cdntrovated,  that  he  not  only  noD- 
ploflSid  CromweQ'a  ministers,  but  even  put  them  to  ahame^  which  after  the  dit- 
pute,  made  OliTcr  ask  the  same  of  that  learned  and  bold  yomig  man ;  and  being 
told  hia  name  was  Mr  Hugh  Binning,  he  said,  **  He  hath  bound  weU  indeed/' 
"  hut^^  dapping  his  han^  on  hfs  sword,  he  said  again,  «  This  wffl  loose  all  again.*' 
fSee  his  works,  p.  502,  557,  &c 

f  This  is  sajring  a  great  deal,  but  not  more  we  are  persuaded  than  the  truth 
warrants.  Mr.  Binning,  in  the  dear  arrangement,  the  evangelical  matter,  and 
the  correct  style  of  his  sermons,  was  decidedly  superior  to  any  theological  writer 
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teemed,  haying  been  a  guccessful  instroinent  of  garing  huBsdfv  &nd 
them  that  heanl  him :  of  turning  sinners  unto  righteousness,  and  of 
perfecting  the  saints.  He  died  much  lamented  by  all  good  people 
who  had  the  opportunity  of  knowing  hinu  That  great  divine,  Mr. 
James  Durham,  gave  him  this  rerdict ;  **  That  there  was  no  speaking 
after  Mr.  Binning ;"  and  truly  he  had  the  tongue  of  the  learned,  and 
knew  how  to  speak  a  word  in  season. 

Besides  his  Works,  which  are  bound  up  in  one  quarto  Yolume, 
and  that  wrote  upon  occasion  of  the  public  resolutioners,  which  has 
been  already  mentioned,  som^  other  little  pieces  of  his  have  been 
published  since.  There  is  also  a  book  in  quarto  said  to  be  his,  entitled* 
A  useful  Case  of  Conscience,  learnedly  and  acutely  discussed  and 
resolved,  concerning  assodations  and  confederacies  with  idolaters, 
heretics,  malignants,  &c  first  printed  in  169S,  which  was  like  to 
have  had  some  influence  at  that  time  upon  King  William's  soldiers 
while  in  Flanders,  which  made  him  suppress  it,  and  raise  a  prosecu- 
tion against  Mr.  James  Kid,  for  publishing  the  same  at  Utrecht,  in 
the  Netherlands. 


ANDREW  GRAY, 

By  the  calculation  of  his  age  and  the  date  of  his  entrance  into  the 
ministry,  Mr.  Gray  seems  to  have  been  bom  about  the  year  1634 ; 
and  being  very  early  sent  to  school,  he  learned  so  fast,  that  in  a 
short  time  he  was  ready  for  the  university,  and  there,  by  the  viva- 
city of  his  parts  uid  great  genius,  he  made  such  proficiency,  both  in 
scholastic  learning  and  divinity,  that  before  he  was  twenty  years  of 
age,  he  was  found  prepared  to  enter  upon  the  holy  office  of  the 
ministry.  , 

From  his  very  infancy  he  had  studied  the  scriptures ;  and  like 
another  young  Samson,  the  Spirit  of  God  began  very  early  to  move 
him,  there  being  such  a  delightful  g^vity  in  his  eaiiy  conversation^ 
that  what  Gregory  Nazianzen  once  said  of  the  great  Basil,  might 
well  be  applied  to  him, — "  That  he  held  forth  learning  beyond  his 
age,  and  fixedness  of  manners  beyond  his  learning." 

As  an  earthly  vessel,  being  thus  filled  with  heavenly  treasure,  he 
was  quickly  licensed  to  preach,  and  received  a  call  to  be  minister  of 
the  Outer  High  Church  of  Glasgow,  though  as  yet  scarcely  twenty, 
and  therefore  fiur  below  the  age  appointed  by  the  conistitution  of  the 
Church,  unless  in  extraordinary  cases. 


«f  his  day,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  Archbishop  Leighton.  The  plan  and 
limits  of  this  work  wiU  not  allow  us  to  give  extracts  from  his  writings,  in  sup- 
port of  this  statement,  hut  the  reader  who  is  curious  on  the  sulgect,  will  find 
sr>ine  excellent  specimens  annexed  to  a  very  judicious  Memoir  of  his  Life  in  the 
(^ln  :«'ian  Instructor  for  July  1822. 
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No  sooner  was  be  entered  into  his  BfasterV  Tineyard,  than  the 
people  from  all  quarters  flocked  to  his  sermons,  it  being  their  con- 
stant emulation  who  shonld  be  most  under  the  se£reshinf^  drops  of 
his  ministry ;  insomuch,  that,  as  he  and  his  learned  colleague,  Mr. 
Durham,  were  one  time  walking  together  in  the  choir,  Mr.  Duriiam, 
observing  the  multitude  thronging  into  the  church  where  Mr.  Gray 
was  to  pneach,  and  only  a  few  going  into  the  churdi  where  he  was 
to  preach,  said  to  him,  **  Brother,  I  perceiye  you  are  to  have  a 
throng  church  to  day." — To  which  he  answered,  <<  Truly,  brother, 
they  are  fools  to  leave  you  and  come  to  me." — ^Mr.  Durham  replied, 
*^  Not  so,  dear  brother,  for  none  can  receire  such  honour  and  suc- 
cess in  his  ministry,  except  it  be  given  him  from  heaven.  I  rejoice 
that  Christ  is  preached,  and  that  his  kingdom  and  interest  is  getting 
ground ;  for  I  am  content  to  be  any  thing,  or  nothing,  thai  Christ 
may  be  all  in  alL'* 

And  indeed  Mr.  Gray  had  a  notable  and  singular  gifl  in  preach- 
ing, having  much  experience  in  the  most  mysterious  points  of  Chris- 
tian practice  and  profession ;  and  in  handling  of  all  his  subjects, 
being  free  from  youthful  vanity,  and  afiectation  of  human  learning, 
though  of  a  most  scholastic  genius,  and  more  than  ordinary  abilities. 
Indeed  he  feirly  outstripped  many  who  had  entered  the  Lord's  vine- 
yard before  him.  His  expression  was  very  warm  and  rapturous, 
and  well  adapted  to  affect  the  hearts  of  his  hearers ;  yea,  he  had 
such  a  ^Bundty,  and  was  so  helped  to  press  home  €rod's  threataaings 
upon  the  conscience  of  his  hearers,  that  his  contemporary,  the  afore- 
said Mr.  Durham,  observed,  that  many  times  he  caused  the  very 
hairs  of  their  heads  to  stand  on  end. 

Among  his  other  excellencies  in  preaching,  which  were  many, 
this  was  none  of  the  least,  that  he  could  so  discuss  his  subject  as  to 
make  it  relish  to  every  palate.  He  could  so  dress  a  plain  discourse 
as  to  delight  a  learned  audience,  and  at  the  same  time  preach  with  a 
learned  plunness  so  as  to  conceal  his  art.  He  had  such  a  dear 
notion  of  the  high  mysteries  of  religion,  as  to  make  them  stoop 
to  the  meanest  capadty.  He  had  so  learned  Christ,  that  being  a 
man  of  a  most  zealous  temper,  the  great  bent  of  his  spirit,  and  the 
great  aim  of  his  life,  was  to  make  people  know  their  dangerous  state 
by  nature,  and  to  persuade  them  to  believe,  and  lay  hold  of  the 
great  salvation. 

All  these  particulars  seem  to  have  concurred  to  make  him  a  burning 
and  shining  light  in  the  Church  of  God.  He  continued,  however,  for 
about  two  years*  only,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  as  it  were  stirring  up  a 
lamp  into  a  sudden  blase,  thi^  was  not  to  remain  long  in  his  Church. 
In  reference  to  this,  in  a  late  ^rehce  to  some  of  his  sermons  it  is  very 
pertinently  observed, — "  how  awakening,  convincing,  and  reprov- 


•  Aoeording  to  the  date  of  hit  exhortotiont  at  Kirkliston,  June  12, 1653,  and 
hia  letter  to  Lord  Warriaton,  when  on  hia  deathbed,  affixed  to  hia  aeleot  aarmona, 
dated  Feb.  7,  1 656,  it  wobld  appear,  if  both  be  aaibentic,  that  he  waa  at  least  two 
ymrs  and  a  half  in  the  ministry. 
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tag,  may  the  exiinipk  of  this  yery  young  miiilst^  be  to  tnmtf  mhiis- 
ters  of  1^0  gospel,  who  harve  been  many  years  in  the  tmeyard,  bnf 
fall  far  short  of  his  labours  and  progress  1  God  tlnnks  fit  now  and 
then  to  raise  np  a  child  to  reprove  the  sloth  and  negligence  of  many 
thousands  of  adranced  years :  and  shows,  that  he  can  perfect  his 
own  praise  out  of  the  months  of  babes  and  snckUngs.** 

His  sermons  are  now  in  prhit,  and  well  known  m  the  world.  His 
works  do  praise  him  in  the  gates ;  and  thoi%h  they  are  free  from 
the  metaphysical  specnlations  of  the  schools,  yet  it  must  be  granted, 
that  the  excellencies  of  the  ancient  fathers  and  schoolmen  do  all 
eoneentre  in  them :  For  his  doctrine  carries  light,  his  reproofs  are 
weighty^  and  his  exhortations  powerful :  and  though  they  are  not 
in  such  an  aeonrate  or  grammatical  style  as  some  may  wish,  yet^this 
may  be  easily  aoooonted  for,  if  we  consider,  (1.)  Hie  great  altera- 
tion and  embellishment  in  the  style  of  the  English  language  since 
his  time,  and  (2.)  That  there  can  be  no  ground  to  doubt  but  they 
nmst  be  far  inferior  to  what  they  were  when  deUrered  by  the  author, 
who  neither  corrected  them,  nor  as  appears,  intended  that  they 
should  ever  be  published :  But  yet  all  this  is  sufficiently  made  up 
otherwise ;  for  what  is  wantiiig  in  the  symmetry  of  parts  or  cor-* 
rectness  of  style,  is  counterbalanced  by  the  plea^ute  of  variety  and 
excellence  in  ike  truths,  which,  like  the  grateftd  odours  fft  various 
iowers,  or  tiie  pleasant  harmony  of  different  sounds,  they  every 
where  discover. 

It  has  been  said,  that  Mr.  Gray  often  longed  for  the  twenty- 
second  year  of  his  age,  wherein  he  expected  to  rest  from  his  labour^ 
and  by  a  perpetual  jubilee,  to  enjoy  his  blessed  Lord  and  Master 
fbr  ever.  And  certain  it  is,  that  in  his  sermons  we  often  find  him 
longing  for  the  time  when  he  might  enter  into  the  possession  of 
the  heavenly  inheritance,  prepared  for  him  before  the  foundations  of 
the  world  were  laid. 

On  one  occasion  he  escaped  death  very  narrowly,  when  sailing  to 
Dundee,  in  company  with  Mr.  Robert  Flemings  minister  of  Cam- 
buslang;  vad  this  remarkable  seardeliverance  was  matter  of  his 
UiankMness  to  €k>d,  all  his  life  after. 

There  is  one  thing  that  may  be  desiderated  by  the  inquisitive, 
namely,  what  Mr.  Gray's  sentiments  were,  concerning  the  public 
resolutions,  seeing  he  entered  the  ministry  about  the  third  year 
after  these  resolutions  took  place.  Whatever  his  contentions  in 
public  were,  it  is  credibly  reported,  that  he  debated  in  private 
against  these  defections  vrith  his  learned  colleague  Mt.  Durham ; 
who  afterwards  asked  him,  when  on  his  deathbed,  What  he  thought 
of  these  things  ? — He  answered,  That  he  was  of  the  same  mind  as 
formerly — and  r^retted  much  that  he  had  been  so  sparing  in  public 
against  these  resolutions,  speaking  so  pathetically  of  their  sinfulness, 
and  the  calamities  they  must  induce,  that  Mr.  Durham,  contrary  to 
his  former  practice,  durst  never  afier  spedc  in  defence  of  them. 

But  the  time  now  approaching  when  the  Lord  was  about  to  ac- 
complish the  desire  of  his  servant,  he  fell  sick,  and  was  in  a  high 
fever  fur  several  days.     He  was  much  tossed  with  the  severe  and 
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wiremltting  trouble,  but  all  the  time  continued  in  a  most  sedate 
frame  of  mind. 

It  is  a  loss  that  his  last  dying  woxds  wert  neither  recorded  not 
remembered ;  only  we  may  guess  what  his  spiritual  exercises  were, 
from  the  short  but  excellent  letter  sent  by  him,  a  little  before  his 
death,  to  Lord  Warriston,  bearing  date  February  7,  1656 :  wherein 
he  shows,  that  he  not  only  had  a  saore  dear  discovery  of  the  tolera- 
tion then  granted  by  Cromwell,  and  the  evils  that  would  come  upon 
the  count^  for  all  these  things,  but  also  that  he  was  most  sensible 
of  his  own  case  and  conditicm.  This  more  especially  appears  frt>m 
the  conclusion  of  the  letter,  where  he  addresses  his  Lordship  thus : 
"  Now,  not  to  trouUe  your  Lordship,  whom  I  highly  reverence, 
and  my  soul  was  knit  to  you  in  the  Lord,  but  that  you  will  bespeak 
my  case  to  the  great  Master  of  requests,  and  lay  my  broken  state 
before  him  who  hath  pled  the  deq>erate  case  of  many,  according  te 
the  sweet  word  in  Lam.  iiL  56.  Tkou  host  heard  my  voice;  hide 
not  thine  ear  at  my  breathing^  at  my  cry.  This  is  all  at  this  time 
from  one  in  a  v^  weak  condition*  in  a  great  £ever,  who,  for  much 
oi  seven  nights,  hath  sleeped  little  at  all,  with  many  other  sad  par- 
ticulars and  drcumstanceSf'* 

Thus,  in  a  short  time  according  to  his  desire,  it  was  granted  to 
him,  by  death,  to  pass  unto  the  Author  of  life,  his  soul  taking  its 
flight  into  the  arms  of  the  blessed  Saviour,  wh<Hn  he  had  served  so 
faithfully  in  his  day  and  generation,  being  only  twenty-two  yean 
old.  He  shone  too  conspicuous  to  continue  long,  and  burned  so  in^ 
tensely,  that  he  beho^'ed  soon  to  be  extinguished ;  but  he  now  shines 
in  the  kingdom  of  Us  Father,  in  a  still  more  refirigeat  manner,  even 
as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament  and  the  stars,  ^  ever  and  ever. 

He  was  in  his  day  a  most  singular  and  pious  youth ;  and  though 
hA  died  young,  yet  was  old  in  grace,  having  lived  long  and  done 
Diuch  for  God  in  a  little  time.  Both  in  public  and  private  life,  he 
possessed  in  a  high  d^;ree  every  domiestic  and  social  virtue  that 
(X)uld  adorn  the  character  of  a  Christian  and  a  minister,  being  a 
loving  husband,*  an  affable  friend,  ever  cheerfrd  and  agreeable  in 
conversation,  always  ready  to  exert  himself  for  the  relief  of  those 
who  asked  and  stood  in  die  need  of  assistance ;  whilst  his  uncom- 
mon talents  not  only  endeared  him  to  his  brethren  the  dergy,  but 
also  to  many  others  from  the  one  extremity  of  the  land  to  die  other, 
\«'ho  regarded  and  este^ned  him  as  one  of  the  most  aUe  advocates 
for  the  propagation  and  advancement  of  Christ  s  kingdom. 

His  well  known  sermons  are  printed  in  several  tracts.  Those 
called  his  works  are  published  in  one  volume  octavo.  In  addition  to 
the  eleven  sermons  printed  sometime  ago,  are  latdy  pubUshed  a 
large  collection,  to  the  number  of  fifty-one,  entitled  his  Select  Ser- 


•  It  appears  that  Mr.  Gray  waa  for  a  short  time  married  to  a  worthy  young 
g«Btlcvromao,  who  aiWwards  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  George  HutchesoQ>  ^me 
time  miuister  of  the  gospel  at  Irvine. 
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mons ;  iu  which  only  three  of  those  formerly  published  for  connec- 
tion sake,  and  his  letter  to  Lord  Warriston,  are  inserted.  So  that 
by  this  time,  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  sermons  ever  preached  by  him 
are  in  print. 


JAMES  DURHAM. 

Mr.  James  Durham  was  bom  abont  the  year  1622,  and  lineally 
descended  from  the  ancient  and  honourable  family  of  Grange  Dur- 
ham, in  the  parish  of  Monyfeith,  and  shire  of  Angus.  He -was  the 
eldest  son  of  John  Durham  of  Blaster  Powrie,  Esq.  an  estate  which 
is  now  called  Wedderbum,  after  the  gentleman's  name  who  is  its 
present  proprietor. 

Having  passed  through  the  different  branches  of  useful  learning 
with  success  and  applause,  he  left  the  university  before  he  was  gra- 
duate, and  for  some  time  lived  as  a  private  gentleman  upon  his 
estate  in  the  country,  without  any  thought  of  ftuther  prosecuting 
his  studies,  especially  for  the  ministry ;  and  though  always  decent 
and  moral  in  his  life,  both  in  the  university  and  when  he  left  it,  yet 
he  was  much  a  stranger  to  religion  in  the  serious  exercise  and  power 
of  it ;  and,  through  the  prejudices  of  education,  did  not  stand  well 
affected  to  the  presbyteiian  government.  He  was  first  married  to  a 
daughter  of  the  Laird  of  Dantervie :  who  with  her  mother  were 
both  very  pious  women. 

His  conversion  to  the  Lord  was  very  remarkable.  For,  gmng 
with  his  lady  to  visit  her  mother  in  the  parish  of  Abercom,  some 
miles  west  of  Edinburgh,  it  happened,  that  at  that  time  the  sacra- 
ment was  administered  in  the  parish.  Upon  the  Saturday,  therefore, 
his  mother-in-law  earnestly  pressed  them  to  go  with  her  to  church 
and  hear  sermon :  to  whidi  at  first  he  showed  much  unwillingness  ; 
but,  partly  by  her  persuasion,  and  that  of  his  wife,  and  partly  from 
his  complaisant  disposition,  he  consented  and  went  along  with  them. 
The  minister  who  preached  on  the  occasion,  was  extremely  affec- 
tionate and  serious  in  his  delivery ;  and  though  the  sermon  was 
plain  in  itself,  yet  his  seriousness  of  manner  fixed  Mr.  Durham's 
attention,  and  he  felt  much  affected.  When  he  came  home  he  said 
to  his  mother-in-law,  *^  the  minister  hath  preached  very  seriously  to 
day,  I  shall  not  need  to  be  pressed  to  go  to  church  to-morrow.*' 
Accordingly  on  Sabbath  morning,  rising  early,  he  went  to  church, 
and  heard  Mr.  Melvill  preach  from  1  Pet.  iL  7.  Unto  you  therefore 
which  believe  he  is  predom^  &c  and  so  sweetly  and  seriously  did  he 
open  up  the  preciousness  of  Christ,  and  so  effectually  did  the  Spirit 
of  God  work  upon  his  soul,  tliat  iu  hearing  this  sermon,  he  first 
closed  with  the  Saviour,  and  then  went  to  the  Lord's  table  and  to(^ 
the  seal  of  God's  covenant.  After  this  he  ordinarily  called  Mr. 
Melvill  father,  when  he  spoke  of  him. 
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Afterwards  he  made  serious  religion  his  business,  in  secret,  in  hi^ 
fknaily,  and  in  all  places  and  companies  where  he  came,  and  cordi- 
ally embraced  the  interest  of  Chnst  and  his  Church,  as  then  esta- 
blished. He  also  gave  himself  mnch  up  to  reading  and  meditation ; 
for  wliich  purpose  tliat  he  might  be  iree  of  all  distiu*bance,  he  caused 
a  stndy  to  be  built  for  himself:  and  in  this  little  chamber,  became 
so  close  a  student  that  he  often  forgot  the  time  of  meals,  being 
sometimes  so  intent,  that  servants  who  were  sent  to  call  him  often 
returned  without  answer ;  yea,  that  even  his  wife  frequently  called 
to  him  with  tears  before  he  would  come.  In  this  place,  also,  he  en- 
joyed mnch  sweet  communion  with  the  Lord. 

He  made  great  progress  in  his  studies ;  and  not  only  became  an 
experimental  Christian,  but  also  a  very  learned  man.  One  evidence 
of  this  he  gave  in  a  short  dispute  with  one  of  the  then  ministers  of 
Dundee,  while  he  happened  to  be  in  that  town.  In  a  house  where 
he  visited  occasionally,  he  met  with  the  parson  of  the  parish,  (for  so 
the  ministers  were  then  called,)  to  whom  he  was  unknown.  After 
some  discourse,-  he  feU  upon  the  Popish  controversy  with  him,  and 
so  put  him  to  silence,  that  he  could  not  answer  a  word,  but  left  the 
room  and  went  to  the  provost,  craving  his  assistance  to  apprehend 
Mr.  Durham  as  a  Jesuit,  assuring  him,  that  if  ever  there  was  a 
Jesuit  in  Rome,  he  was  one,  and  tha|  if  he  were  suffered  to  remain 
in  the  town  or  country,  he  might  pervert  many  from  the  faith. 
Upon  this  the  provost  going  along  with  him  to  the  house  where  the 
pretended  Jesuit  was,  and  entering  the  room,  immediately  knew 
Mr,  Durham,  and  saluting  him  as  Laird  of  Easter  Powrie,  craved 
his  pardon  for  their  mistake,;  and  turning  to  the  parson,  asked 
where  the  person  was  he  called  the  Jesuit  ? — Mr.  Durham  smiled, 
and  the  parson,  ashamed,  asked  pardon  of  them  both ;  and  was  re- 
buked by  the  provost,  who  said,  <<  Fy,  fy  I  that  any  country  gentle- 
man should  be  able  to  put  our  parson  thus  to  silence  I" 

He  was  a  man  of  great  integrity,  and  much  respected  in  the 
country  and  neighbourhood  in  which  he  lived,  in  so  much  that  he 
was  frequently  chosen  judge  or  referee  in  the  differences  and  dis- 
putes which  happened  withiti  his  sphere;  all  parties  readily  and 
Suietly  submitting  to  his  decision.  In  this  respect,  the  language  of 
ob  might  well  be  applied  to  him.  "  Unto  him  men  gave  ear,  and 
waited,  and  kept  silence  at  his  counsel.  After  his  words  they  spake 
not  again ;  and  his  speech  dropped  upon  them." 

Dming  the  civil  wars,  he  took  arms,  with  many  others  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, for  the  cause  of  religion,  and  was  chosen  captun  of  a  com- 
pany.  In  this  situation  he  might  be  esteemed  another  Cornelius, 
being  a  most  devout  man,  and  one  who  not  only  feared  God  with 
all  his  house,  but  even  prayed  with  his  company,  and  seriously  ex- 
horted them  as  to  the  interests  of  their  souls. 

The  circumstance  of  his  call  and  coming  forth  to  the  ministry 
were  somewhat  smgular.  When  the  Scots  army  were  about  to  en- 
gage with  the  English,  he  judged  meet  to  call  his  company  to  prayer 
before  the  engagement ;  and  as  he  began,  Mr.  David  Dickson,  then 
profe«or  of  ^vinity  at  Glasgow,  coming  past  the  army,  seeing  the 
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goldiers  addreMing  themtelyes  to  i»?yer,  aad  ba^^ipg  th^  volet  ol 
one  prayingy  drow  mear,  alighted  from  bis  liorae,  o^d  joined  with 
them ;  and  was  so  much  taken  with  Mr.  Dturhan^'s  prayeri  that  he 
immediately  after  called  him>  and  haying  conyened  with  him  a 
Httle,  soleimily  oharged  him,  th^t  as  soon  as  this  pieoe  of  seryioe 
was  oyer  he  should  deyote  himself  to  the  ministry ;  for  thai  he 
judged  the  Lord  oaUed  him  to  this.  But  though,  as  yet,  he  had  90 
clear  grounds  for  hearkening  to  Mr.  Dickson's  adyice,  yet  two  re- 
markable proyidenoes  falling  out  just  upon  the  back  of  this  sotemii 
charge,  he  was  shortly  after  mdoced  to  comply  with  it. — The  &i*  was, 
that  in  the  engagement,  his  horse  was  shot  undw  him,  and  he  was 
mercifully  pre(ieryed ;  the  second,  that  ip  the  heat  of  the  battle,  an 
English  soldier  was  on  the  point  of  striking  him  down  with  his 
sword ;  but  apprehending  him  to  be  a  minister  by  his  graye  caniage, 
black  doth  and  band,  which  was  then  in  ^riiioa  wUb  gentlemen, 
asked  him,  if  he  was  a  priest  ?  To  which  Mr.  Pnrimm  relied,  I  am 
one  of  God's  priests ; — and  so  his  life  was  spared*  1^.  Dnrhaai 
upon  rdleoting  how  wonderfblly  tiie  Lord  had  thus  sayed  himy  and 
that  his  stating  himself  to  be  a  priest  had  been  the  mean  thereof 
resolyed,  as  a  testimony  of  his  grateful  and  thanlcf ul  sense  of  the 
Lord's  goodness  to  him,  henceforth  to  deyote  himself  to  His  ser^ 
yice  in  the  holy  ministry,  if  He  should  see  meet  to  ^[ualify  him  for 
the  same. 

Accordingly,  in  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  he  shortly  after 
went  to  Glasgow,  studied  diyinity  under  Mr.  Dayid  Dickson,  then 
professor  there ;  and  inade  such  proficiency,  that  in  a  short  time, 
being  called  th«rel;o,  he  offared  himself  for  taials  in  1646,  and  was 
licei^ed  by  the  presbytery  of  Iryifie  to  preach  the  gospd.  Next 
year,  upon  Mr.  Dickson's  recommendatioB,  the  session  of  (xlasgow 
directed  Mr.  Ramsay,  one  of  the  ministers,  to  request  Mr.  Durham 
to  come  and  preach.  Accordingly  he  came,  and  preached  two  Sabr 
bath  days  and  one  week  day.  And  the  session  being  folly  satisfied 
with  his  doctrine,  and  the  gifts  bestowed  on  him  by  the  Lord  for 
serving  Him  in  the  ministry,  did  unanimously  call  him  to  the  minisr 
try  of  the  Blackfiriars'  church,  then  vacant ;  in  consequenoe  of  "wkkh 
he  was  ordained  a  minister  in  Nov^nber  1647. 

He  applied  himself  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  with  great  dili- 
gence, so  that  his  profiting  did  quickly  appear  to  f^  ;  but,  oonsider- 
ing  that  no  man  that  warrcth  entangleth  himself  with  the  i#Mrs  of 
this  life,  he  obtained  leave  to  return  to  his  own  country,  to  settle 
his  worldly  afiairs ;  yet  while  here  he  was  not  idle,  but  preached 
every  Sabbath.  He  first  preached  at  Dundee,  before  a  great  multi- 
tude, from  Horn.  i.  16.  lam  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel  of  Christ; 
showing  that  it  was  no  disparagem^t  to  the  greatest  to  be  a  gospel 
minister ;  the  second  time,  he  preached  at  Ferling,  upon  2  Cor.  y. 
18.  Hath  given  to  us  the  numstry  (f  reoondiiaiioHi  &o. ;  and  the  third 
time  at  Monyfeith,  at  the  desire  of  the  ministw  there,  from  2  Cor. 
/.  20.  We  then  are  ambassadors  of  Christy  S^  In  both  of  these 
places,  he  indeed  acted  like  an  ambassador  for  Christ,  and  managed 
the  gospel  treaty  of  peace  to  good  purpose.    The  next  Sabbath  he 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


JAMES  DURHAM.  217 

4etig|i0d  to  hiiTe  preached  ^t  Montroie;  t>u$  reoeiving  aa  express 
to  return  hoiii^,  his  wife  being  c^ingeroiisly  ill,  he  came  to  Glasgow, 
(^leavipg  Us  alaiira  to  the  care  of  lujs  friends,)  where  in  a  few  days, 
bis  wifc^  who  had  bee?  the  desire  of  bis  eyes,  died.  His  Christian 
submissiQn  under  this  afflicting  dispensation  was  most  remarkable. 
After  a  short  silence,  he  said  to  some  about  bim,  *'  Now,  who  could 
persuade  me  that  this  dispensation  of  God's  providenoe  was  good 
for  me,  if  the  l4Qrd  bad  nq%  ^d  it  was  so  ?"  He  was  afWwards 
married  to  Margaret  Muir,  relict  of  Mr.  ^echariah  Boyd,  ministejr 
of  the  B^ovy  <^i|rcb  of  Glasgow. 

In  1650,  Mr.  Dicli(s<m,  promssor  of  divinity,  being  called  to  the 
same  o|Bp6  in  the  university  of  Edinburgh,  the  commissioners  of  the 
General  Afsembly  authorised  for  visiting  the  university  of  Glasgow, 
unanimously  designed  and  invited  Mr.  Durham  to  succeed  him.  But 
before  he  was  admittad  to  that  ehaige,  the  General  Assembly  being 
penuaded  of  his  eminent  piety,  steadfi^tness,  prudence,  and  moderv 
tion,  did,  after  mature  deliberation,  thi^  same  year,  pitch  upon  him, 
though  then  but  about  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  as  among  the  ablest 
and  besf  fMsceinplisbed  ministers  then  in  the  Church,  to  attend  the 
King  s  family  m  chaplain*  In  this  situation,  though  the  times  were 
most  difficult  ins  abounding  with  snares  and  temptations,  jealousies 
and  aniinosities,  he  so  wisely  and  feithfuUy  acquit|;ed  himself,  that 
there  was  a  conviction  of  bis  good  conduct  left  upon  the  consciences 
of  all  who  observed  him*  Yea,  during  his  stay  at  Court,  and  when- 
ever he  went  about  the  duty  of  his  placff,  all  were  constrained  to 
behave  gravely,  and  to  fi^hear  all  lightness  and  profanity,  and  none 
dared  to  do  any  thing  Qffensiv^  before  him.  So  that  while  he  served 
the  I^rd  ia  ^  holy  ministry,  and  particularly  in  the  office  and 
chara«$ter  of  the  King's  chaplain*  his  ambition  was  to  have  God*s 
favour  rather  th«m  that  of  g^reat  men,  and  he  studied  more  to  profit 
and  edify  their  seuh^  than  to  tidde  their  fancies,  a#  some  court- 
parasiMf  t«  tfieir  ^etrmow  db ;  an  instance  of  which  may  be  here 
given.  Being  called  to  preach  before  the  parliament,  where 
vmmy  magistrates  were  presenl^  he  preached  from  John  iii.  10.  Art 
tio¥  «(  ma^fer  in  Jsrod^  (md  knowest  not  t/ie^  things  f  from  which 
worda  he  <^ie4y  insist,  that  i$  was  a  most  es^traprdinary  thing  for 
fuL^«  and  pobM  in  Israel,  to  be  ignorant  of  the  gre^  and  impor- 
tant matters  of  religion,  and  did  most  seriously  press  all  from  the 
King^to  the  beggar,  to  seek  and  know  tliese  things  experimentally. 
A  good  pattern  for  all  court  chaplains,  and  those  who  are  called  to 
preach  on  the  like  public  occasions. 

He  ooatinned  in  the  office  till  the  King  went  tQ  England,  and 
shortly  after  retnrned  to  bis  professionnl  labours.  Towai'ds  the  end 
of  January  1651,  the  conunen  session  of  Gla^ow  appointed  Mr. 
Gillespie  to  write  a  letter  to  hint,  stating  tha^  IVIr.  Ramsay  was 
officiating  a4  prnfesaor  of  divinity  in  his  place.  Ami  in  cpnsequence 
of  this  and  a  letter  from  the  Magistrates,  pressing  his  return 
to  his  charge  as  minister,  Mr.  Durham  came  to  Glasgow :  and  is 
mentioned  as  present  at  the  session  in  the  beginning  of  April  there- 
after.    At  the  same  tiny?,  Cromwell  with  his  army  being  in  Glas- 
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gow,  went  on  the  Lord's  day  to  hear  him  preach,  when  ti/bt*  Dor- 
ham  openly  testified  against  his  invasion  to  his  face.  Next  day 
Cromwell  sent  for  him,  and  said,  he  always  thought  he  had  heen  a 
wiser  man  than  to  meddle  with  matteiis  of  public  concern  in  his  ser- 
mons.— To  which  Mr.  Durham  answered,  it  was  not  hb  practice, 
but  that  he  judged  it  both  wisdom  and  prudence  to  speak  Ids  mind 
on  that  head  seeing  he  had  the  opportunity  to  do  it  in  his  presence. 
— Cromwell  dismissed 'him  yery  ciyilly,  but  desired  him  to  forbear 
insbting  on  that  subject  in  future. 

It  would  appear,  that  Mr.  Durham,  for  some  time  after  this  had 
withdrawn  from  Glasgow,  and  therefore  a  letter  was  in  Angust 
after,  ordered  to  be  sent  to  him,  to  come  thither  and  preach ;  and  in 
September  following,  there  being  a  vacancy  in  the  Inner  High 
Church  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Ramsay,  the  common  session  gave  him 
a  unanimous  call,  with  which  the  town-council  agreed,  to  be  minis- 
ter there.  Accordin^y,  shortly  after  this,  he  was  received  as  minis- 
ter of  that  church,  Mr.  John  Carstairs,  his  broUier-in-iaw,  being  his 
colleague  in  the  charge. 

Daring  the  whole  of  his  ministry  he  was  a  burning  and  shining 
light,  and  he  was  particularly  distinguished  for  humility  and  self- 
denial.  For  an  instance  of  these  traits  of  his  character,  the  reader 
is  referred  to  an  anecdote  already  related  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Gray.* 

He  was  also  a  person  of  the  utmost  gp*avity  of  manner,  and  sel- 
dom was  seen  even  to  smile.  Once  being  at  (tinner  in  a  g^tlemui*s 
house  with  Mr.  William  Guthrie,  the  latter  being  exceedingly 
merry,  made  him  smile,  yea  laugh  at  his  pleasant  and  facetious  con- 
rersation ;  and  it  being  the  custom  of  the  family  to  pray  after  din- 
ner, and  Mr.  Guthrie,  upon  being  desired,  performing  that  duty 
with  the  greatest  measure  of  seriousness  and  fervour,  Mr.  Durham, 
when  they  arose  from  prayer,  embraced  him,  and  said,  "  O  William, 
you  are  a  happy  man,  if  I  had  been  so  merry  as  you  have  been,  I 
could  not  have  been  in  such  a  serious  frame  for  prayer  for  the  space 
of  forty-eight  hours.** 

Mr.  Durham,  though  devout  in  all  parts  of  his  ministerial  work, 
was  especially  so  upon  communion  occasions.  Then  he  endeavoured, 
through  grace,  to  rouse  and  work  himself  up  to  such  a  divineness 
of  frame,  as  is  suitable  to  the  spiritual  nature  and  high  importance 
of  the  ordinance  of  the  supper.  Yea,  upon  some  of  diese  sweet  and 
solemn  occasions,  he  spoke  as  it  were  like  a  man  who  had  been  in 
heaven,  commending  Jesus  Christ,  making  a  glorious  display  of  his 
free  grace,  and  bringing  the  ofiFers  thereof  so  low,  and  pressing  them 
•o  urgently,  especially  m  a  discourse  from  Matt.  xxH.  4.  that  it  was 
a  wonder  to  sinners  themselves  how  they  ooidd  refnse  to  dose  with 
them.  He  gave  himself  much  up  to  meditation,  and  usually  said 
little  to  persons  that  came  to  propose  their  oases  to  him,  but  heard 
them  patiently,  and  was  sure  to  handle  these  cases  in  his  sermons. 

His  healing  disposition,  and  great  moderation  of  spirit,  i^eared 


»  Set  past  Sll. 
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remarkably  ad  the  period  wben  t)m  Clrnreh  was  grieyously  divided 
betwixt  the  revolutioners  and  protesters :  and  as  be  would  never  give 
bis  judgment  on  eitb^  side,  be  used  to  say,  Tbat  division  was  iar 
worse  tban  eitber  of  tbe  sides.  He  was  equally  respected  by  botb  par- 
ties ;  for  at  tbe  meeting  of  tbe  synod  at  Glasgow,  wben  those  of  tbe 
different  sides  met  separately,  eacb  of  tbem  niade  cboice  of  Mr.  Dur- 
ham for  their  moderator ;  but  be  refused  to  join  eitber  of  tbem,  till 
they  would  unite  together :  which  they  accordingly  did.  At  this 
meeting  be  gave  in  some  overtures  for  peace,*  the  substance  ot 
which  was,  that  they  should  eschew  all  public  awakening,  or  pro- 
tractile the  difierence,  by  preaching  or  spreading  of  papers  on 
cither  side,  and  that  they  should  forbear  practising,  executing,  or 
pressing  of  acts  made  in  the  last  Assembly  at  St.  Andrews  and  Dun- 
dee, and  also  pressing  or  spreading  appesJs,  or  declinatures,  agunst 
the  same,  and  that  no  churoh-offioers  eiiould  be  excepted  against,  on 
account  of  these  things,  they  being  found  otherwise  qualified. 

So  weighty  was  tbe  ministerial  charge  upon  his  spirit,  that  he 
used  to  say,  if  he  were  to  live  ten  years  longer,  he  would  choose  to 
live  nine  years  in  study,  for  preaching  the  tenth ;  and  it  was  thought 
that  his  close  study  and  application  cast  him  into  the  decay  of  which 
he  died.  During  bis  last  sickness,  about  a  month  before  his  death, 
th^  better  paat  being  afraid  that  the  magistrates,  and  some  of  the 
ministry  who  were  for  tbe  public  resolutions,  would  put  in  one  of 
their  own  stamp  after  his  death,  moved  Mr.  Carstairs,  his  colleague, 
to  request  him  to  name  his  successor;  when,  after  some  de- 
mur, enjoining  secrecy  till  it  was  nearer  his  death,  he  named  Mr. 
David  Veitch,  then  minister  of  Govan ;  but  afterwards,  when  d3ring, 
to  the  magistrates,  ministers,  and  some  of  the  people  who  waited 
on  him,  he  named  other  three,  to  take  any  of  them  they  pleased. — 
This  alteration  led  Mr.  Carstaird  to  inquire  the  reason,  after  the  rest 
were  gone ;  to  whom  Mr.  Duriiam  in  reply,  said,  "  O  brother,  Mr. 
Veitch  is  too  ripe  for  heaven  to  be  transported  to  any  chnrdi  on 
earth ;  he  will  be  there  almost  as  soon  as  I."  ,This  proved  to  be  the 
case,  for  Mr.  Durham  having  died  the  Friday  after ;  the  next  Sab- 
bath Mr.  Veitch  preached ;  and  though  knowing  nothing  of  this, 
told  the  people  in  the  afternoon,  it  would  be  his  last  sermon  to 
them ;  and  the  same  night  taking  bed,  be  died  next  Friday  morning 
about  tlu-ee  o'clock,  as  Dr.  Rattray,f  who  was  witness  to  both  their 
deaths,  did  declare. 

When  on  his  deathbed,  Mr.  Durham  was  under  considerable 
darkness  about  his  state,  and  said  to  Mr.  John  Carstairs'  brother, 
"  For  all  that  I  have  preached  or  written,  there  is  but  one  scripture 
I  can  remember  or  dure  grip  unto ;  tell  me  if  I  dare  lay  the  weight 
of  my  salvation  upon  it :  whosoever  comeUi  unto  me,  /  wiU  in  no  wise 


*  Sm  th«M  overtures  at  large  in  the  accouot  of  his  life,  prefixed  to  hie  Com- 
mentary on  the  Revelation, 
t  Dr.  SUvetter  Rattray,  a  Physician  of  aome  eminence,  at  the  time,  \u  Glae- 
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cast  out**  Mr.  Carttain  aasfmedy  ^Yon  msy  4ep«Qd  vfon  i^ 
though  yoa  bad  a  thouaand  •alvatioiis  at  haaard*"  When  he  waa 
drawing  near  bia  depaiturei  and  in  a  great  eon^ct  and  agony, 
though  finding  soma  difficulty»  yet,  tbroMgh  the  strength  of  &od'8 
grace,  he  triumphantly  oFercame ;  and  cried  in  a  rapture  of  holy 
joy>  some  little  time  before  he  committed  his  soul  to  God,  "  Is  not 
th^  i«o|tl  good  ?  Is  he  not  infiIut^ly  good  ?  See  how  he  smiles  I  I 
do  say  it,  and  I  do  proclaim  it."  He  diod  on  Friday  tbe  2oth  of 
June  1658,  in  the  tbirty-sixth  year  of  bia  age. — His  death  was  the 
more  to  be  lamented  that  be  w^  ap  yat  m  the  flower  of  his  age,  and 
in  the  undisM'bed  eiyoyment  of  bia  Figorovs  miad,  and  Im  higb 
attainments. 

Tbns  then,  died,  the  eminently  pioiis,  law^adt  and  jiidioions  Mr. 
Durham,  whose  labouins  bad  always  aimed  at  the  advaaaemaDt  of 
religion,  and  whose  praise  is  tbi^^ongbout  all  the  chnrfbea  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  ^e  was  a  bnniing  and  a  shimng  light,  a  star  of 
the  first  magnitude,  and  of  whom  it  is  saidi  without  defogating  from 
the  merit  of  any,  that  he  htjui  a  mme  among  t^  mighty^ 

His  colleague,  Mr.  John  Caratairs,  in  his  funeral  sarraofi,  from  l9K 
IriL  1.  The  righteous  perishMf  and  no  man  Ufyeth  ii  to  keoHf  wnd 
merciful  men  are  taken  away^  ntfne  considering  that  the  righfeous  i$ 
taken  away  from  the  evil  tQ  oome^  gives  bim  tbta  character  :-*-<'  Know 
ye  not  that  there  ia  a  prin«e  an^OQg  the  pastors  ^en  to-day  I  a 
faithful  and  w'^9B  steward,  that  knew  w^  how  to  give  God'a  chilo 
dren  their  food  in  due  season,  a  gentle  and  )dnd  nurse,  a  faithful 
admonisher  and  reprover,  a  skilAil  counsellor  in  all  straita  and  diffi* 
cutties ;  in  dark  matters  be  was  eyes  to  the  blind,  feat  to  the  lame, 
a  burning  and  shining  light  in  the  dark  world,  an  interpreter  ef  the 
word,  one  among  a  thousand ;  to  him  men  gave  ear,  and  after  his 
words  no  man  spake  again.''  And  not  only  in  town  but  also  in  the 
country,  did  his  brethren  in  the  presbytery  alliide  to  his  death,  and 
in  particular,  IVlr.  Veitdi,  whose  death  he  bad  foretdd  was  forward 
amongst  others  to  pay  a  tribute  of  respect  to  his  character. 

His  learned  and  pious  works,  wherein  all  the  exoelleades  of  the 
primitive  and  ancient  fathers  seem  to  conpeotre,  are,  a  Cammentary 
on  the  Revelation ;  seventy-'two  Sermons  on  the  fifty-third  ohi4>ter 
of  the  Prophecy  of  Isaiah,  an  EbcposiUon  of  the  Ten  Commandments, 
an  Exposition  of  the  Song  of  Solomon :  his  Sermons  on  death ;  on 
the  Unsearchable  Riches  of  Christ ;  his  Communion  Sermons ;  Seiv 
mons  on  Godliness  and  Self-denial ;  a  Sermon  on  a  Good  Con- 
science. There  are  also  a  great  many  of  bis  sermons  in  manoaeript, 
never  yet  published,  visi.  ti^ee  Sermons  upon  Resisting  the  Holy 
Ghost,  from  Acts  vii.  51. ;  eight  on  Quenching  the  Spirit ;  five  upon 
grieving  the  Spirit;  thirteen  upon  Trusting  and  DdighMag  in  G<k1; 
two  against  Immoderate  Anxiety ;  eight  upon  the  One  Thing 
Needful ;  with  a  discourse  upon  prayer ;  and  sevoiJ  other  Sermons 
and  Discourses,  from  £ph.  v.  15.  I  Cor.  xL  24.  Luke  I.  6.  GaL  v. 
16.  Psal.  cxix.  67.  1  Thess.  v.  19.  I  Pet.  iii.  14.  Matth.  viiL  7. 
There  is  also  a  Treatise  on  Scaudid,  and  an  Exposition,  by  way  of 
Lect  ire  upon  Job,  said  to  be  his    but  whether  these,  either  as  to 
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•lyle  or  stffthl,  6o?iere  with  the  other  Wofks  of  the  Iftbotions  Mr 
Diirimm)  mturt  be  left  to  the  impntiftl  and  imbilissed  reader,  to  de« 
tertniiie. 


6AMUEL  RUTHBRFOHD. 

This  laghty  «icperienGed  Ohristmn  tod  exc^B^nt  diVhie,  was  a  ^eri- 
denMn  by  extraction,  and  havhipr  spent  some  tini^  at  the  ^mmai^- 
MShool,  lie  weitt  to  the  uniyersity  of  Edinburg^h,  irhere  he  was  so 
mnch  admired  for  his  pregnancy  of  parts,  that  iii  a  short  tim^  after, 
whilst  very  young,  he  tras  elected  professor  of  philosophy  in  that 
mdversity. 

Some  time  after  this  he  was  called  to  be  minister  at  Anwoth,  in 
Galloway,  into  which  charge  he  entered  by  means  of  the  then  Vis- 
count Keumnir,  Hhd  without  any  acknowledgment  or  ^gagetnent 
to  the  hiskops*  Here  he  labonred  with  great  diligence  and  success, 
by  n%)ft  and  day^  rising  usndlly  by  three  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  spending  his  whole  time  in  reading,  praying,  writing,  catechis- 
ing, visiting,  and  other  duties  belonging  to  the  ministerid  profession 
ai^  employment.  Having  published  Ms  Exeiviiationes  de  GtoHoj 
&C.  he  Was  on  account  of  that  WOrk  summoned  as  early  as  June 
1690^  before  the  High  Cotnmission  Ck>urt  at  Edinburgh ;  but  the 
weather  was  so  tempestuous  as  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  Arch- 
bisho(i  ef  9t.  Andrew's  hither,  and  Mr.  Coltill,  one  of  the  judges, 
having  befriended  him,  the  diet  wbs  desert^.  Abotit  the  same 
^me  he  lost  his  first  wii^B,  after  a  sore  sickness  of  thirteen  months  : 
and  he  himself  became  so  ill  of  a  tertian  fever,  that  for  about  thir- 
teen weeks^  he  could  not  preach  on  the  Sabbath-day,  without  great 
,  difficulty. 

Again,  m  AptW,  16S4,  he  was  threatened  wHh  a  prosecution  at 
the  instance  or  the  bishop  of  Galloway,  before  the  same  Court ;  and 
neither  were  ^eae  threatenings  all  the  reasons  Mr.  Rutherford  had 
to  lay  his  account  with  suffering  as  about  to  come ;  for  as  the  Lord 
would  not  hide  from  his  fttithftd  servant  Abraham,  so  neither  would 
ne  conceal  from  this  son  of  Abraham  whi^  his  purposes  were  concern- 
ing him.  For  in  a  letter  to  the  provost's  wifo  of  Kirkcudbright,  dated 
AprU  20^  168d>  he  says^  ^  That  upon  the  17th  and  18th  of  August, 
he  got  a  ftill  answer  of  his  Lord  to  be  a  graced  minister,  and  a 
chosen  arrow  hid  in  his  quiver.'**  Accordingly  the  thing  he  looked 
for  came  upon  him  ;  for  he  was  agAm  summoned  before  the  High 
Conunission  Court  for  his  non-conformity,  his  preaching  against  the 
five  articles  of  Perth,  and  the  fore-mentioned  book  Sxercitationes 
Apoloff€Hc€B  pro  Divina  Gratia^  which  book  they  alleged  reflected 


•  S«e  bit  letten,  |Mirt  iU. 
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upon  the  Clmrch  of  Sootlud;  but  the  truth  was,  as  a  lite  hiatoriaii 
has  remarked,*  the  argument  of  that  book,  did  cot  the  sinews  of 
Arminianism,  and  galled  the  Episcopal  dargy  to  the  very  quick ; 
and  so  Bishop  Sydr^esert  conld  endore  him  no  longor.f  When  he 
came  before  Uie  Court,  he  altogether  declined  them  as  a  lawful  jndi-  . 
catory,  and  would  not  give  the  chancellor  (being  a  clergyman)  and 
the  bishops  their  titles ;  yet  some  had  the  courage  to  befriend  him, 
particularly  the  Lord  Lorn,  afterwards  the  fitmous  Marquis  of 
Argyle,  who  favoured  him  as  much  as  it  was  in  his  power  to  do. 
But  the  Bishop  of  Galloway  threatening  that  if  he  got  not  his  will 
of  him,  he  would  write  to  the  king,  it  was  nltimaiely  carried  against 
him ;  and  upon  the  27th  of  July  1636,  he  was  discharged  from 
exercising  any  part  of  his  ministerial  functions  within  the  kingdom, 
under  pain  of  rebellion ;  and  ordered  within  six  months  to  confine 
himself  within  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  during  the  king's  pleasure ; 
which  sentence  he  obeyed,  and  forthwith  went  to  the  place  of  his 
confinement. 

From  Aberdeen  he  wrote  many  of  his  fiunous  lottos,  from  which 
it  is  evident  that  the  consolations  of  the  Holy  Spirit  did  greatly 
abound  to  him  in  his  sufferings;  yea,  in  one  of  these  letters,  he  ex- 
presses it  in  the  strongest  terms,  when  he  says,  '<  I  never  knew  be- 
fore, tha^iis  love  was  m  such  a  measure.  If  he  leave  me,  he  leaves 
me  ii^  paB,  and  sick  of  love,  and  yet  my  sickness  is  my  life  and 
health.  I  have  a  fire  within  me  I  defy  all  the  devils  in  hdl,  and  all 
the  prelates  in  Scotland,  to  cast  water  on  it.'*  Here  he  remained 
upwards  of  a  year  and  a  half,  by  which  time  he  made  the  doctors  of 
Aberdeen  know,  that  the  Puritans,  as  they  called  them,  were  clergy- 
men as  well  as  they.  But  upon  notice  that  the  Privy  Council  had 
received  a  declinature  against  the  High  Commission  Court ;  in  the 
year  1638,  he  adventured  to  return  to  his  flock  at  Anwoth,  where 
he  again  took  g^eat  pains,  both  in  public  and  private,  amongst  the 
people,  who  from  all  quarters  resorted  to  his  ministry ;  so  much  so, 
that  the  whole  district  might  account  themselves  as  his  particular 
flock,  and  found  no  small  benefit  from  his  preaching ;  that  part  of 
ancient  prophecy  then  and  there  farther  accomplished :  In  ihe  wU- 
demess  shcUl  waters  break  otti,  and  streams  in  the  desert^ 

He  appeared  before  the  venerable  Assembly  held  at  Glasgow  in 
1638,  and  gave  an  account  of  all  these  his  former  proceedings,  his 
confinement,  and  its  causes.  By  this  Assembly  he  was  i^pointed 
professor  of  divinity  at  St.  Andrew's  and  colleague  in  the  ministry 
to  the  worthy  Mr.  Blair,  who  was  tr^tnslated  thither  about  the  same 


•  See  SteTcnaon's  History,  toL  I.  p.  149.  Rowe  s  Hiitocj,  p.  296. 
f  From  this  period  downward.  Episcopacy-  and  Arminianism  wen  almost  in- 
separable in  Scotland.  Archbishop  Leigh  ton,  of  Glasgow,  and  one  or  two  more, 
were  exceptions ;  but  such  was  the  prevailing  system,  as,  indeed,  it  had  been  in 
KngUnd,  from  the  time  that  Laud,  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  began  to  gain  ascendancy. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Presbyterians,  with  few  exceptions,  I  may  say ;  the  suf* 
fering  ones,  without  any  exception,  were  substantially  Calvinists.  W.  M<(^ 

\  Isa.  zxxT.  a 
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tine.  And  }iere  God  did  again  to  second  this  eminent  and  faathfnl 
seiTanty  tliat  by  his  indefatigable  pains,  both  in  teaching  the  class 
wad  preaching  in  the  congregation,  this  town  the  seat  of  the  Arch- 
bishop, and  by  that  means  the  nursery  of  all  superstition,  error,  and 
profaneness,  soon  became  forthwith  a  Lebanon,  out  of  which  were 
taken  cedu*8,  for  building  the  house  of  the  Lord,  through  the  whole 
land,  many  of  whom  he  guided  to  heaven  before  himself,  and  many 
others  did  walk  in  the  light  of  the  gospel  after  him. 

And  as  he  was  mighty  in  the  public  offices  of  religion,  so  he  was 
a  greater  pracdser  and  encourager  of  its  private  duties.  Thus  in 
die  year  1640,  when  a  charge  was  brought  in  before  the  General 
Ass^nbly,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Henry  Guthrie,  minister  at  Stir- 
ling, afterwards  Bishop  of  Dunkeld,  against  private  society  meet- 
iDgs,  which  were  then  abounding  in  the  land,  on  which  ensued  much 
reasoning,  the  one  side  agreeing  that  a  paper  before  drawn  up  by 
Mr.  Henderson  should  be  agreed  unto,  concerning  the  order  to  be 
kept  in  these  meetings,  but,  Guthrie  and  his  adherents  opposing 
this,  Mr.  Rutherford,  who  was  never  much  disposed  to  speak  in 
judicatories,  threw  in  this  syllogism,  **  What  the  scriptures  do 
warrant,  no  assembly  may  disdiarge ;  hnt  private  meetings  for  reli- 
gious exercises,  the  scriptures  do  warrsmt,  Mai.  iii.  16.  Theti  they 
thai  feared  the  Lord  tpake  eften  one  to  anothety  &c  Jamas,  v.  16, 
Confees  yourfavUe  one  to  another^  and  pray  one  for  another :  things, 
he  observed,  which  could  not  be  done  in  public  meetings."  And 
although  the  Earl  of  Seaforth,  and  others  of  Guthrie's  faction,  up- 
braided him  for  this,  yet  it  had  influence  upon  the  majority  of  the 
members ;  so  that  all  the  opposite  party  could  procure,  was  an  act 
anent  the  ordering  of  family  worship. 

He  was  also  one  of  the  Scots  commissioners  appointed  in  1643, 
to  the  Westminster  Assembly,  and  was  very  much  beloved  there 
for  his  unparalleled  faithfulness  and  zeal  in  fulfilling  Ids  Master  s 
work.  It  was  during  this  period  that  he  published  his  Lex  Rex^ 
and  several  other  learned  pieces,  against  the  Erastians,  Anabaptists, 
Independents,  and  the  other  sectaries,  which  then  began  to  prevail 
and  increase ;  and  none  ever  had  the  courage  to  take  up  the  gauntlet 
of  defiance  Uirown  down  by  this  champion.* 


*  It  Is  rtported,  that  when  King  Charles  saw  Lex  Bex,  he  stud,  it  wonld 
scarcely  erer  get  an  answer,  nor  did  it  ever  get  any,  except  what  the  parliament 
in  1661  gave  it,  when  they  caused  it  to  be  burnt  at  the  cross  of  Edinburgh,  by  the 
hands  of  the  hangman.  This  was  a  summary  way  of  answering  a  book ;  and  it 
was  somewhat  more  innocent  than  the  popish  practice  of  homing  the  authors  of 
books  against  popery.  Charles*  parliament,  by  the  hangman's  hands,  burnt  the 
body  of  the  book,  but  they  could  not  consume  its  immortal  spirit,  with  which  the 
minds  of  the  patriots  of  that  age  were  deeply  imbued,  which  they  communicated  to 
their  chUdren,  and  which  ultimately  produced  the  llevolution,  and  the  establish- 
ment  of  liberty,  under  King  William,  and  the  house  of  Hanover.  Claud's  De- 
fence of  the  Reformation  was  condemned  by  the  Pope  to  be  burnt,  on  which  the 
author  of  an  old  edition  very  properly  observes, — **  Boolcs  hfve  souls  as  well  as 
men,  which  survive  their  martyrdom,  and  are  not  burnt  but  crowned  by  the 
flames  tliat  encircle  them.     The  church  of  Rome  hare  quickly  felt  that  there  was  - 
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When  the  principal  business  of  that  AsseiftUy  ^maft  aocomplislied, 
Mr.  Rutherford,  in  October  24,  1647^  mored,  that  il  Might  be  re* 
corded  in  the  clerk's  book,  tiiat  the  Assembly  had  enjoyed  the  as^ 
distance  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Church  of  Sootiand,  ail  the  time 
they  had  been  debating  «nd  perfecting  these  fbnr  iMags  meatiwicd 
In  the  solemn  lei^e,  yia.  a  Directoi^  for  Worship,  a  uniform  Con- 
fession of  Faith,  a  Form  of  Church  Ooremmetit  and  Discipline,  and 
the  public  Catechism ;  which  being  done,  he  and  the  othel^  in  abovl 
a  week  after,  returned  homd. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  leahied  Dematius,  in  1651,  tJie  magistralei 
of  Utrecht  in  Holland,  being  abundantly  satisfied  as  to  the  learaing* 
piety,  and  zeal  of  the  great  Mr.  Rut^rfbrd,  invited  him  to  the 
dirinity  chair  in  that  city,  but  he  could  not  be  persuaded  to  gt» 
thither.  His  reasons  when  dissuading  ano^r  gentleman  frdttl 
going  abroad,  he  has  expressed  in  these  words :  **  Let  me  «n<» 
treat  you  to  be  far  from  the  thoughts  of  iearing  ^kk  land*  I  see  i^ 
and  find  it,  tliat  the  Lord  hath  covered  the  whole  land  with  a  cloud 
in  his  aUger ;  but  though  I  have  been  tempted  to  the  like,  I  had 
^ther  be  in  Scotland  beside  angry  Jesus  Christ,  knowing  he  mind* 
eth  no  evil  to  us,  than  in  any  sSm  or  gwrden  on  the  eartk"*  From 
this  it  is  evident,  that  he  chose  rathei^  to  suffer  afiic^on  in  his  na- 
tive country,  than  to  leave  his  charge  and  flock  in  time  of  danger* 
He  continued  with  them  till  the  day  of  his  death,  in  the  free  and 
^hfnl  discluu^e  of  his  duty. 

When  the  unhappy  difference  fell  out  between  those  tailed  the 
protesters  and  the  public  resolutioners,  ita  1650  and  1651,  he  es- 
poused the  protesters'  quarrel,  and  gave  faithful  warning  against 
these  public  resolutions ;  and  likewise  during  the  time  of  Cromwdl*a 
usurpation,  he  contended  against  all  the  prevailing  schinns  timt  were 
ushered  in  with  the  sectaries  by  virtue  of  his  toloration.f  And  svlA 
was  his  unwearied  assiduity  and  diligence,  that  he  seemed  to  pray 
constantly,  to  preach  constantly,  to  catechise  constantly,  and  to  visit 
the  sick,  exhorting  them  from  honse  to  honse,  to  teach  as  much  in 
the  schools,  and  spend  as  much  time  with  the  students  and  young 
men  in  fitting  them  ft>r  the  ministry,  as  if  he  had  been  sequestered 
from  all  the  world  besides ;  and  yet  withal  to  write  as  much  as  if  he 
had  been  constantly  shut  up  in  his  study. 

But  no  sooner  did  the  restoration  of  Charles  IL  take  place,  than 
tlie  face  of  afiain  began  to  change ;  and  afler  his  fore-mentbned 


BAdilng^  oombuftfUe  Imt  the  paper.  The  trath  flew  upward,  like  the  angel  fram 
Manoah't  saerifice,  antoacfaed  by  the  Are,  and  onsuUied  by  the  amoke^  and  foond  a 
aafo  refuge  at  the  footstool  of  the  God  of  truth."  W.  M*G. 

*  See  hlfl  letter  to  Col.  Gib  Ker,  part  II.  letter  59. 
t  Betwitt  this  toleration  and  that  of  the  Duke  of  York,  there  was  thia  dHTer- 
«ice ;  tn  this,  all  sects  and  religions  w^re  tolerated,  except  Popery  and  Ptthcy  ; 
hut  in  that  of  York  not  only  these  two  were  tolerated,  but  aD  others,  except  thoae 
who  professed  true  Presbyterian  covenanted  principles.  And  as  for  Queen  Anne*8 
toleration  it  was  nothing  dse  than  a  reduplication  upon  this,  to  restors  their  b«- 
ored  idol  Prelacy  ssaln. 
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book  Lex  Rex  was  burnt  at  the  cross  <^  Edinburgh,  and  at  the  gates 
of  the  New  Collie  of  St  Andrew's,  where  he  was  professor  ot 
dfviiuty,  the  parliament,  1661,  were  to  hare  an  indictment  laid  be- 
fore them  against  him ;  and  snch  was  their  inhnmanity,  when  erery 
body  knew  he  was  a-dying,  that  they  caosed  summon  him  to  appear 
before  them  at  Edinburgh,  to  answer  to  a  charge  of  high  treason  I* 
jliiit  he  had  a  higher  tribunal  to  appear  before,'*  where  the  judge  was 
hk  friend :  he  was  dead  before  tJie  time  came,  being  taken  away 
from  the  evil  to  come. 

When  on  his  deathbed,  he  lamented  much  that  he  was  withheld 
from  bearing  witness  to  the  work  of  reformation  since  liie  3rear 
1638 ;  and  upon  the  28th  of  Fehmary,  he  gave  a  large  and  foithfol 
testimony  f  against  the  sinful  courses  of  that  time,  which  testunony 
he  subscribed  twelre  days  before  his  death,  being  foil  of  joy  and 
peace  in  believing. 

During  the  time  of  his  last  sickness,  he  uttered  many  savoury 
^edies,  and  often  broke  out  in  a  land  of  sacred  rapture,  exalting 
and  commending  the  Lord  Jesus,  espedally  when  his  end  drew  near^ 
He  often  called  his  blessed  Master  his  kingfy  King*  Some  days 
before  his  death,  he  sud,  <<  I  shall  shine,  I  sl^  see  him  as  he  is,  I 
shall  see  him  reign,  and  all  his  fair  company  with  him ;  and  I  shall 
hare  my  huge  share.  rMine  eyes  shall  see  my  Redeemer,  these  vary 
eyes  of  mine,  and  none  other  for  me.  This  may  seem  a  wide  word; 
Imt  it  is  no  &ncy  or  delusion ;  it  is  Isrue.  Let  my  Lord's  name  be 
exalted,  and,  if  he  will,  let  my  name  be  grinded  to  pieces,  that  ha 
may  be  all  in  all.  If  he  should  slay  me  ten  tiiousand  times,  I  wiU 
trust."  He  often  repeated  Jer.  xv.  16.  Thy  words  toerejmtndj  and 
Idideaithem;  emd  thy  word  was  unto  me  the  Jay  and  r^oidng  cf 
mne  heart :  for  I  am  caUed  by  thy  namcy  O  Lend  God  €f  hosts. 

When  exhorting  one  to  diligence,  he  said,  ''  It  is  no  easy  thing 
to  be  a  Christian.  For  me  I  have  g^t  the  victory,  and  CSirist  is 
holding  out  both  his  arms  to  embrace  me."  At  another  time,  to 
some  friends  present,  he  said,  <<  At  the  beginning  of  my  suiFerings  I 
^  had  mine  own  fears,  like  other  sinfid  men,  lost  I  should  faint,  and 
not  be  carried  creditably  through,  and  I  laid  this  before  the  Lord ; 
and  as  sure  as  ever  he  spoke  to  me  in  his  word,  as  sure  as  his  Spirit 
witnesseth  to  my  heart,  he  hath  accepted  my  sufferings*  He  said  to 
ne,  fear  not,  the  outgate  shall  not  be  simply  matter  of  prayer,  but 


*  It  is  toxoBMaolj  rdated,  that  when  the  Bummoiia  came  he  spoke  out  of  hit  bed, 
and  eaid,  Tdl  them  I  have  got  a  summona  already  before  a  saperior  Jadge  and  Ju- 
dicatuTf,  and  I  behove  to  ansvrer  my  firat  sommons :  and  ere  your  day  oome  I  wffl 
be  where  few  kings  and  great  fUks  oome.  When  they  returned  and  told  he  was  a- 
dying,  the  parliament  pat  to  a  vote,  Whether  or  not  to  let  him  die  in  the  college, 
it  carried,  Pat  him  out :  only  a  few  disMnting.  My  Lord  Burleigh  eaid,  Ya 
have  voted  that  honest  man  out  of  his  college,  but  yt  cannot  vote  him  oat  •f 
heaven.  Some  said  he  would  never  win  there ;  hell  was  too  good  for  him.  Baiu 
leigh  said,  I  wish  I  were  as  sure  df  heaven  as  he  is,  I  would  think  myself  h^py 
to  get  a  grip  of  his  sleeve  to  haul  me  io.  See  WaOter's  Rem,  p.  171. 
t  See  his  testimony  and  some  of  his  last  woi^s  published  in  171^ 
Scots  Woiitiubs,  No.  15.  •  F 
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of  praise*  I  said  to  tiie  Lord,  if  he  should  day  me  five 
thonsaDd  times  fire  thousand,  I  would  trust  in  him ;  and  1  speak  it 
with  nmch  tremhling,  fearing  I  should  not  make  my  part  good :  but 
as  really  as  erer  1^  spoke  to  me  by  his  Spirit,  he  witnessed  to 
my  heart,  that  his  grace  should  be  sufficient.*'  Shortly  before  his 
death,  bdng  mndi  grieyed  with  the  state  of  public  afiairs,  he  had 
this  eiquression,  ^  Hoiror  hath  taken  hold  on  me."  And  afterwards 
in  reference  to  his  own  condition,  he  said,  **  I  renounce  all  that  erer 
he  made  me  will  and  do,  as  defiled  and  imperfect,  as  coming  from 
me ;  I  betake  myadf  to  Christ  for  sanctification,  as  wdl  as  justifica- 
tion ;"  B^>eating  these  words,  ^  Heis  made  of  God  to  sne  wisdom^ 
righieoumem^  and  mmMusaJtixm^  and  redemption  ••"*  adding,  ^  I  dose 
with  it,  let  1dm  be  so :  he  is  my  all  in  alL" 

On  March  17tb,  three  gentlewomen  came  to  see  him ;  and  after 
exhorting  them  to  read  the  word,  and  be  much  in  prayer,  and  mndi 
in  commnniop  with  God,  he  said,  ^My  honourable  Master  and 
lovely  Lord,  my  great  royal  lOng,  hath  not  a  matdi  in  hearen  nor  . 
in  euth.  I  haye  my  own  g^t,  even  like  other  simple  men,  but  he 
hath  pardoned,  loved,  washed,  and  given  me  joy  unspeakable  and 
full  of  glory.  I  repent  not  that  ever  I  owned  his  cause.  These 
whom  you  call  protesters  are  the  witnesses  of  Jesus  Christ  I  hope 
never  to  depart  from  dmt  cause,  nor  side  ^th  those  that  have  bmnt 
the  Canses  of  God's  Wrath.  They  have  broken  their  covenant 
oftener  than  once  or  twice,  but  I  believe  ^  Lord  wiU  buUd  Zhn^ 
and  repair  ike  waste  places  of  Jacob.  Oh  I  to  obtain  mercy,  to 
wrestle  with  God  for  iSi&i  salvation.  As  for  this  presbytery,  it  haA 
stood  in  opposition  to  me  these  some  years  past.  I  have  my  rec<«d 
in  heav^  I  had  no  particular  end  in  view ;  but  was  seeking  the 
honour  ef  God,  the  Uuriving  of  the  gom^  in  this  place,  and  the  good 
of  the  New  College,  that  Society  ^ch  I  have  left  upon  the  Lord. 
What  personal  wrongs  they  have  done  me,  and  what  grief  they  have 
occasioned  to  me,  I  heartfly  foigive  thcon;  and  desire  mercy  to 
wrestle  with  God  for  mercy  to  than,  and  for  the  salvation  of  tiiens 
alL" 

The  same  day  Messrs.  James  M'GiD,  John  Wardlaw,  Wffliam 
Vilant,  and  Alexander  Wedderbum,  dl  members  of  the  same  pres- 
bytery with  him,  coming  to  visit  him,  he  made  them  welcome,  and 
said,  *<  Mv  Lord  and  Master  is  the  chief  of  ten  thousand,  none  is 
comparable  to  him  in  heaven  or  earth.  Dear  brethren,  do  aU  for 
him ;  pray  for  Christ,  preach  for  Christ,  feed  the  floc^  committed  to 
your  diargc  for  Christ,  do  all  for  Christ ;  beware  of  men-pleasing, 
there  is  too  much  of  it  amongst  us.  The  new  College  hath  broken 
my  heart ;  I  can  say  nothing  of  it ;  I  have  left  it  upon  the  Lord  of 
the  house ;  and  it  hath  been,  and  still  is,  my  desire,  that  he  may 
dwell  in  this  sodety ;  and  that  the  youth  may  be  fed  with  sound 
knoii^edge.**  After  this  he  said,  **  Dear  Brethren,  it  may  seem  pro- 
sumptuous  in  me,  a  particular  man,  to  send  a  commission  to  a  pres* 


«  1  Cor.  1.  3a 
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hjtcryx  — and  Mr.  M'OiU  rtftying,  ^<  It  was  no  premmptioii,'' — lie 
continued, — ^  Dear  brethren,  take  a  oommission  from  me,  a  dying 
man,  to  them  to  appear  for  God  and  his  cause,  and  adhere  to  the 
doctrine  of  the  covenant,  and  have  a  care  of  the  flock  committed  to 
their  diarge.  Let  them  feed  the  flock  out  of  love ;  preadi  for  God, 
risit  and  cateduse  for  €rod ;  and  do  all  for  God;  beware  of  men- 
pleasing  ;  the  chief  Shepherd  wiH  iqppear  shortly.  I  have  been  a 
sinfnl  man  and  have  had  mine  own  fiulings ;  but  my  Lord  hath 
pardoned  me,  and  accq>ted  my  labours*  I  adhere  to  the  cause  and 
covenant,  and  resolve  never  to  depart  from  the  protestations* 
against  the  controverted  Assemblies.  I  am  the  man  I  was.  I  am 
still  for  keeping  the  government  of  the  kirk  of  Scotland  entire ;  and 
would  not  for  a  thousand  worlds,  have  had  the  least  hand  in  the 
burning  of  the  Causes  of  God's  Wrath.  Oh !  for  grace  to  wreide 
with  God  for  their  salvation." 

Mr.  ViUmt  having  prayed  at  his  desire,  as  they  took  their  leave 
he  renewed  his  charge  to  them  to  feed  the  flock  out  of  love.  The 
next  monung,  as  he  recovered  out  of  a  flunt,  in  Which  they  who 
looked  on  expected  his  dissolution,  he  said,  **  I  feel,  I  feel,  I  believe, 
I  joy  and  rejoice,  I  feed  on  manna."  Mr.  Blair,  whose  praise  is  in 
the  churches,  was  present,  and  on  his  taking  a  little  wine  in  a  spoon  to 
refresh  himself,  being  then  very  weak,  said  to  him,  ^  Ye  feed  on 
daintier  in  heaven,  and  think  nothii^  of  our  cordials  on  earth." 
He  answered,  **  thev  are  all  but  dung;  bnt  they  are  Christ's  crea- 
tures, and,  oitt  of  obedience  to  his  command,  I  take  them.  Mine 
eyes  shall  see  my  Redeemer ;  I  know  he  diall  stand  at  the  last  day 
upon  the  earth,  and  I  shall  be  caught  iq>  in  the  clouds  to  meet  him 
in  the  air,  and  I  shall  ever  be  with  him ;  and  what  would  you  have 
more  ?  tiiere  is  an  end."  And  stretdiii^  out  his  hands,  he  said 
again,  ^  there  is  an  end."  And  a  litde  after,  he  said,  ^<  I  have  been 
a  sinfrd  man,  but  I  stand  at  the  best  pass  that  ever  a  man  did ; 
Christ  is  mine,  and  I  am  his."  And  he  spoke  much  of  the  white 
stone  and  new  name.  Mr.  BLur,  who  loved  with  all  his  heart  to 
hear  Christ  commended,  sud  to  him  again, — **  What  Ihink  ye  now 
of  Cbrist  ?" — To  which  he  answered,  ^*  I  shall  live  and  adore  him. 
Glory  I  glory  to  my  Creator  and  Redeemer  for  ever  t  Glory  shines 
in  Immanuel's  land."  In  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  he  said^  **  Oh  I 
that  all  my  brethren  in  the  public  may  know  what  a  Master  I  have 
served,  ami  what  peace  I  have  this  day.  I  shall  sleep  in  Christy 
and  when  I  awake  I  shall  be  satisfied  with  his  likeness.  Tliis  night 
shall  dose  the  door,  and  put  my  anchor  within  the  vail ;  and  I  shall 
go  away  in  a  de^  by  five  of  the  dock  in  the  morning ;"  which  ex* 
actly  frdl  out.  Tnon^  he  was  very  weak,  he  had  often  this  ex* 
pression,  "Oht  for  arms  to  embrace  himt  OhI  for  a  well  tuned 
harp  I"  He  exhorted  Dr.  Colvil,  a  man  who  complied  with  prelacy 


*  This  9ppmn  to  be  tbow  papers  bearing  the  name  of  representaUoits,  propod- 
Haas,  pratoirtatkaa,  Su.  glTeii  ki  bf  him  i 


and  Messrs.  Cant  and  LiTiiigstoii%  to 
at  EdloWgh,  Jol/  24^  1652* 
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afterwards,  to  adhere  to  the  goremment  of  the  Church  of  Soot]aocl« 
and  to  the  doctrine  of  the  ooyeoant ;  and  to  have  a  care  to  feed  the 
yooth  trith  sound  knowledge.  And  the  Doctor,  heing  a  professor 
of  the  New  College,  he  told  him,  that  he  heartily  fei^ve  him  all 
the  wrongs  be  had, done  him.  >  He  spake  likewise  to  Mr.  Honey- 
man,  afterwards  Bii^op  Honeynum,  who  came  to  see  him,  saying, 
**  Tell  the  preshytery  to  answer  for  God,  and  his  cause  and  core- 
nant,  sa3ring,  The  case  is  desperate,  let  them  be  in  their  duty." 
Hien  directing  his  speech  to  Mr.  Colvil  and  Mr.  Honeyman,  he 
said,  '<  Stick  to  it.  You  may  think  it  an  easy  thing  in  me  a  dying 
man,  that  I  am  now  going  out  of  the  reach  of  all  that  men  can  do ; 
but  he  before  whom  I  stand  knows  I  dare  advise  no  .colleague  or 
brother  to  do  what  I  would  not  cordially  do  myself  upon  all  hazard ; 
and  as  for  the  Causes  of  (xod's  Wrath  that  men  have  now  con- 
demned. Tell  Mr.  James  Wood,  from  me^  that  I  had  rather  lay 
down  my  head  on  a  'scaffold,  and  hare  it  chopped  o£P  many  times, 
were  it  possible,  before  I  had  passed  from  them."  And  then,  to  Mr. 
Honeyman  He  sSdd,  *^  Tell  Mr-  Wood,  I  heartily  forgive  him  all  the 
wrongs  he  hath  done  me,  and  desire  him,  from  me,  to  declare  him- 
self, that  he  is  still  for  the  government  of  the  Church  of  Scotland." 

Afterwards,  when  some  spoke  to  him  of  his  former  painfulness 
and  ^thftdness  in  the  ministry,  he  said,  '^  I  discl^m  all  that;  the 
port  that  I  would  be  at,  is  redemption  and  forgiveness  through  his 
mood ;  thou  shak  shew  me  the  patFi  of  lifiy  in  &y  sight  is  fiUness  of 
joy  :  there  is  nothing  now  betwixt  me  and  the  resurrection,  but,  to- 
day  shalt  ^ou  be  with  me  in  paradise^'  Mr.  Blair  saying,  *'  Shall  I 
pruse  the  Lord  for  all  the  mercies  he  has  done,  and  is  to  do  for 
you  I"  he  answ^ed,  **  Oh  for  a  well  tuned  harp."  To  his  child  ♦  he 
said,  "  I  have  again  left  you  upon  the  Lord ;  it  may  be  you  will  tell 
this  to«other8,  t^t  the.  lines  are  fallen  to  me  in  pleasant  places,  I  have 
got  a  goodly  heritage.    I  bless  tiie  Lord  that  he  gave  me  counsel." 

Accordingly,  by  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  as  he  himself  fore- 
told, it  was  said  to  him,  ^<  Come  up  hither ;"  and  he  gave  up  the 
ghost ;  the  renowned  eagle  took  its  flight  unto  the  mountains  of 
spices; 

In  this  manner  died  the  famous  Mr.  Rutherford,  who  may  justly 
be  accounted  among  the  sufferers  of  that  time ;  for  surely  he  was  a 
martyr,  both  in  his  own  design  and  resolution,  and  by  the  design 
and  determination  of  men.  Few  men  ever  rsm  so  long  a  race  without 
cessation,  so  constantiy,  so  unweariedly,  and  so  unblameably.  Two 
things  rarely  to  be  found  in  one  man,  were  eminent  in  bun,  viz.  a 
quick  invention  and  sound  judgment :  and  these  accompanied  with 
a  homely  but  clear  expression,  and  graceful  elocution ;  so  that  such 
as  knew  him  best,  were  in  a  strait  whether  to  admire  him  most  for 
his  penetrating  wit,  and  sublime  genius  in  the  schools,  and  peculiar 
exactness   in  disputes  and  matters  of  controversy,  or  his  familiar 


*  It  appf&n  tbat  be  married  a  second  wife,  hy  whom  he  had  only  one  diBd 
alive.     See  hie  Letters,  part  III.  letter  55* 
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eondesoensioii  in  the  pnlpit,  where  he  was  one  of  the  most  movmg 
and  affectionate  preachers  of  his  time,  or  perhaps  in  any  age  of  the 
dmrck — To  sum  up  all  in  a  word,  he  seems  to  have  been  one  of 
the  most  resj^endent  lights  that  erer  arose  npoin  onr  horixon. 

In  all  his  writings  he  breathes  forth  the  genuine  spirit  of  reli^on; 
but  in  his  erery  way  admiraMe  letters,  he  seems  to  have  out-done 
himsdf,  as  weU  as  erery  body  else,  which,  although  jested  on  by 
the  prolane  wits  of  the  present  age,  because  of  some  homely  and 
familiar  expressions  in  them,  must  be  owned,  by  idl  who  have 
any  relish  for  true  piety,  to  contain  such  sublime  flights  of  dero- 
lion,  as  must  at  once  rarish  and  edify  every  sober,  serious,  and 
understanding  reader. 

Among  his  posthumous  /Works,  are,  his  Letters ;  the  Trial  and 
Triumph  of  Faith;  Christ's  Dying  and  Drawing  of  Sinners,  &c 
and  m  discourse  on  Prayer;  all  in  octavo.  A  Discourse  on  the 
Covenant ;  on  Liberty  of  Conscience  5  a  Survey  of  Spiritual  Anti- 
christ ;  a  Survey  of  Antinomianism ;  Antichrist  Stormed ;  and  seve- 
ral other  controversial  pieces,  such  as  Lex  Rex:  the  Due  Right  of 
Church  Govomnent ;  the  Divine  Right  of  Church  Government ; 
and  a  Peaceable  Plea  for  Presbytery;  are  for  the  roost  part  in 
quarto ;  as  also  his  Summary  of  Church  Discipline,  and  a  Treatise 
on  the  Divine  Influence  of  the  Spirit*  There  are  also  a  variety  of 
his  sermons  in  print,  some  of  which  were  preadied  b^ore  both 
houses  of  parliament,  1644  and  164*5.  He  wrote  also  upon  Pfovi- 
deuce;  but  this  being  in  Ijatin,  is  only  in  the  hands  of  a  few ;  as 
are  also  the  greater  part  of  his  other  works,  being  seldom  repub- 
lished. There  is  sdso-  a  volume  of  Sermons,  Sacramental  Dis- 
eoorses,  &c. 

An  EpiTArB  on  hit  Grave-sttme, 

What  tongue,  wbat  pen  or  tkUl  of  men, 
O&n  famous  Rutherford  commen  ! 
Ilia  learning  justly  rais'd  bis  fame, 
True  goodness  did  adorn  his  name. 
He  did  conTerse  with  things  abore, 
Arqnainted  with  Immanocl's  lore. 
Must  orthodox  he  was  and  sound. 
And  many  errors  did  confound. 
For  Zion*s  King,  and  Zlon*8  cause. 
And  Scotland's  covenanted  laws. 
Most  constantly  he  did  contend, 
Until  his  time  was  at  an  end. 
At  last  be  wan  to  fUl  fruition 
Of  that  which  he  had  seen  in  ▼ision. 
Oct.  9,  1653.  '  W.  W. 


ARCHIBALD  CAMPBELL,  MARQUIS  OF  AR6YLK 
Ihis  illusCffous  noUtfnan,  after  hiiviiig  received  f  good  dassical 
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edaoatioiiy  aj^lied  huntelf  to  tiie  study  of  die  Wy  «»tpti»08,  nod 
became  well  aoqoainted  witJi  the  most  interestii^  points  of  religion ; 
which  he  ever  after  retained  and  caltivated  amidst  the  highest  and 
most  hiborioos  emfdoyments,  both  in  Chnrch  and  State. 

From  his  early  years,  he  stood  wdl  affected  to  the  Presbyterian 
interest ;  and  being  still  a  favourer  of  the  Puritans  (the  Pre^«* 
teriaos  being  then  so  called,)  when  Mr.  Rutherford  was,  fbr  hs 
non-conformity  brought  before  the  High  Commission  Court  in  1636, 
he  interposed,  to  the  utmost,  in  his  behalf.  On  this  subject,  Mr. 
Rutheiford,  in  hia  letters,*  says,  ^*  My  Lord  hath  broug^  me  a 
friend  from  the  Highlands  of  Argyle,  my  Lord  Lorn,  who  hath 
done  as  much  as  was  within  the  compass  of  his  power.  God  give 
me  favour  in  his  eyes."  And  elsewhere  to  the  Lady  Kenmuir, 
<'  And  write  thanks  to  your  brotlier,  my  Lord  of  Lorn,  for  what  he 
has  done  for  me,  a  poor  unknown  stranger  to  him.  I  shall  pray  fur 
him  and  his  house  while  I  live.  It  is  his  honour  to  open  his  mouth 
in  the  streets  for  his  wronged  and  oppi^essed  Master,  Christ  Jesus." 
Nor  was  this  all ;  for  about  the  same  lime,  he  so  laboured  and  pre- 
vailed with  the  Bishop  of  Galloway,  that  worthy  Earlston  was  re- 
leased from  the  sentence  of  banishment,  unto  which  he  was  assigned 
for  the  same  noUe  cause. 

And  no  sooner  did  our  reformation,  commonly  called  the  seeand 
refomuUianf  begin  to  dawn  in  1637,  than  he  espoused  the  same 
cause  himsdf ;  for  we  find  him  next  year,  as  Bail  of  Argyle,  (his 
fietther  dying  about  that  tune,)  lliough  a  privy  counsellor,  diligently 
attendii4p  aU  the  sessions  of  the  flimious  Goieral  Assembly  held  at 
Glasgow,  in  order  to  hear  their  debates  and  determinations  concern- 
ing duocesan  Episcopacy,  and  the  five  articles  of  Path,  in  reforenoe 
to  which  he  declared  hia  full  satisfaction  with  their  dednona.  And 
here  it  was  that  this  noble  Peer  began  to  distinguish  himself  by  a 
concern  for  the  Redeemer's  glory ;  in  which  he  continued,  and  was 
kept  fiuthful,  until  at  last  he  received  the  crown  of  martyrdom  I 

At  this  meeting,  amongst  other  things,  his  Lordship  proposed  an 
explication  of  the  confession  and  covenant ;  in  which  he  wished 
them  to  proceed  with  great  deliberation,  lest  they  should  bring  any  . 
under  suspidon  of  perjury,  who  had  sworn  it  in  the  sense  he  had 
done :  wluch  motion  was  taken  in  good  part  by  the  members,  and 
entered  upon  in  the  8th  session  of  that  Assembly.  Mr.  Henderson 
the  moderator,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  Assembly,  judging  that, 
after  all,  the  countenance  given  to  their  meetings  by  uis  Noble 
Peer  deserved  a  particular  acknowledgment,  wished  ms  Lordship 
had  joined  them  sooner ;  but  hoped  that  God  had  reserved  him  for 
the  best  times,  and  would  honour  him  here  and  hereafter.  Where- 
upon his  Lordship  rose  and  delivered  an  excellent  speech  extempore^ 
in  which,  amongst  other  things,  he  said,  "  And  whereas  you  wished 
I  had  joined  you  sooner,  truly  it  was  not  the  want  of  affection  for 
the  good  of  religion,  and  my  country,  which  detained  me,  but  a  do- 


•  Ptot  I.  latter  4.  imd  Fkrt  IIL  lottw  87. 
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dre  mi  liopt,  thsl,  by  ilayiiig  wHh  the  Court,  I  migkt  hare  been 
abk  to  bring  ft  redrew  of  gneraiioes ;  and  wben  I  saw  that  I  could 
no  longer  stay  wkhont  preying  nnfaithfnl  to  my  God  and  my  country, 
I  thought  good  to  do  as  I  hare  done*  I  remember  I  told  some  ot 
yon,  tkU  j^ride  and  aTarioe  are  two  evils  that  have  wrought  much 
woe  to  die  Chnreh  of  Christ ;  and  as  they  are  grievous  faults  in  any 
BUM)  they  are  especially  so  in  chnrch-men*  &c. — I  hope  every  man 
here  shaU  walk  hj  the  square  and  rule  which  is  now  set  before  him, 
obeerving  duty,  1.  To  8nperi<va;  2.  To  equals ;  and,  8.  To  inferiors. 
Touching  onr  dnty  to  8nperiorB»  there  neeids  nothing  to  be  added  to 
what  has  been  wisely  said  by  the  moderator.  Next^  concerning 
eqaaU  here  is  a  case  much  spoken  of  in  the  church,  L  e,  the  power 
or  mling  dders,  some  ministers  apprehending  it  to  be  eurbinff  of 
their  power.  Tmly  it  may  be  some  elders  are  not  io  wise  as  there 
is  need  for,  but  as  nnity  ought  to  be  the  endeavour  of  us  all,  let 
aeigfahoaring  parishes  and  presbyteries  meet  together  for  settling 
this.  Andy  tlurdly,  for  inferiors,  I  hope  ministov  will  discharge 
their  doty  to  their  flocks,  and  that  people  will  have  a  due  r^;ard  to  ' 
these  that  are  set  over  them  to  watch  iar  their  souls,  and  not  think, 
that'beeanse  they  want  Bishops,  they  may  live  as  they  wilL"* 

After  this,  when  the  Scots  covenanters  were  obliged  to  take  arms 
in  their  own  defence,  in  1639,  and  marched  towards  the  borders  of 
England,  under  the  command  of  General  Leslie,  this  Noble  Lord 
being  sent  to  guard  the  western  coast,  contributed  much,  by  his 
diligence  and  prudence  to  preserve  peace  in  these  parts ;  and  that 
not  only  in  convening  the  gentlemen,  and  taking  security  of  them 
for  that  purpose,  but  also  by  raising  four  hundred  men  in  the  shire 
of  Argyle,  which  he  took  in  hand  to  maintain  at  his  own  charges. 
This  number  he  afterwards  increased  to  nine  hundred  able  men,  one 
half  whereof  he  set  on  Eontyre,  to  wait  o|i  the  Marquis  of  Antrim's 
design,  and  the  rest  on  the  head  of  Lorn,  to  attend  the  motions  of 
those  of  Lochaber,  and  the  western  isles.  From  thence  he  himsdf 
went  over  to  Arran  with  some  cannon,  and  took  the  castle  ci  Bro- 
dick, belonging  to  Hamilton ;  which  surrendered  without  resistance. 

He  was  agam,  in  the  absence  of  the  covenanters'  army,  in  1640^ 
appointed  to  the  same  business ;  and  managed  it  with  no  less  sue* 
eess ;  for  he  apprehended  no  less  than  eight  or  nine  of  the  ring* 
leaders  of  the  malignant  faction,  and  made  them  give  bonds  &t 
their  better  bdiavionr  in  time  ooming.  This  industrious  and  faith- 
ful oondnct  stirred  np  to  this  great  man,  the  malice  of  his  and  the 
Church's  adversaries,  so  that  they  sought  on  all  occasions  to  vent 
their  miachief  against  him. 

For*  at  the  very  next  sitting  down  of  the  Scots  parliament,  the 
Earl  1^  Montrose  made  a  most  mischievous  attempt  to  wonnd  hia 
repotatkm,  and  to  set  the  King  at  penpetnal  variance  with  him. 
Among  odier  oiensive  speeches  uttered  by  Montrose,  one  was,  thai 
Argykf  when  in  company  with  the  Earl  of  Athol,  and  the  other 


•  See  this  dbomone  at  laiye  in  Sterenson    Hiitorj,  p.  074. 
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eiglit  gentlemeii  taken  «p  by  him  the  previous  ymr,  fer  carrying 
arms  against  their  oonntry,  in  his  tent  at  the  ford  <^  Lyons, 
said  publicly,  **  That  tht  parliament  had  consulted  lawyers'  and 
others,  anent  the  deposing  of  the  King,  and  had  got  for  answer  that 
it  might  be  done  in  three  cases,  viz.  I.  Deserdon ;  2.  Invasion ;  and 
3.  Vendition.  And  that  they  once  thought  to  hare  done  it  at  the 
last  sitting,  but  would  certainly  do  it  at  tiie  next" — ^Montrose  oon^ 
descended  on  Mr.  James  Stuart,  commissary  of  Dunkeld,  one  of  die 
foresaid  eight  gentlemen,  as  his  informer ;  and  the  said  commissary 
haying  come  to  Edinburgh  he  was  fool  hardy  enough  to  subscribe 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  above  report.  The  Eari  of  Argyle 
denied  the  truth  of  it  in  the  strongest  t^ms,  and  resolved  to  prose- 
cute Mr.  Stuart  before  the  Court  of  Justidary,  where  he  insisted 
for  an  impartial  trial :  This  was  granted ;  and,  according  to  hb  de- 
sire, four  Lords  of  the  Sesnon  were  added  hoc  vice  to  the  Court  of 
justiciary.  Stuart  was  accused  upon  the  law  against  leanng,  particu- 
larly of  a  principal  statesman ;  and  to  avoid  the  imminent  duiger  of 
a  sentence  upon  this  ground,  he  wrote  to*Argyle,  dearing  him  of 
the  charge  hud  against  him,  and  acknowledging  that  he  himself  had 
forged  it  out  of  malice.  But  though  hjs  Lordship  s  innocency 
was  thus  cleared,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  let  the  trial  go  on ; 
and  the  fact  being  proved  Stuart  was  condemned  to  die.  Argyle 
would  willingly  have  seen  the  royal  clemency  extended  to  the  un- 
fortunate man ;  but  others  thought  the  crime  tended  to  mar  the  de- 
sign of  the  late  treaty,  and  judged  it  needfol,  as  a  terror  to  others, 
to  make  an  example.  At  his  execution,  he  discovered  great  renM>r8e 
for  what  he  had  done ;  and  although  our  worthy  nobleman  was  vin- 
dicated in  the  matter,  yet  we  find  that  after  the  Restoration  it  was 
made  one  of  the  principal  charges  against  him. 

About  this  period,  the  Kjng,  disi^meing  with  his  Ekiglish  parlia- 
ment, made  another  tour  to  Scotland,  and  attended  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Scots  parliament,  and  on  this  occasion,  that  he  might  more  effec- 
tually gain  over  the  Scots  to  his  interest,  he  not  only  granted  a  rati- 
fication of  all  their  previous  proceedings  both  in  their  own  defence, 
and  with  respect  to  religion,  but  also  dignified  several  of  the  nobility 
by  new  honours.  And  being  sensible  of  the  many  great  and  good 
services  done  by  the  Earl  of  Argyle,  he  placed  him  at  the  head  a£  the 
treasury ;  and  the  day  before  the  rising  of  the  parliament,  aU  the  com* 
missions  granted  to,  and  the  public  services  performed  by  him,  were 
approved  of;  and  an  act  of  parliament  to  thb  effect  vot^  and  read, 
•he  King  giving  him  this  testimony  in  public,— that  he  dealt  too 
honestly  with  him,  though  he  was  still  unlatictable  as  to  the  great 
pobt  in  conlroversy.  On  the  same  day,  Nov.  15,  1641,  the  King 
delivered  a  patent  to  the  Lion  King  at  Arms,  and  he  to  the  Clerk- 
register,  who  read  it  publicly,  whereby  his  Majesty  created  him  Mof^ 
guts  of  Argyle,  Earl  of  Kintyre,  I^rd  Lorn,  &c. ;  which  behig  read 
and  given  back  to  the  King,  his  Majesty  delivered  it  with  his  own 
hand  to  the  Marquis ;  who  rose  and  made  a  very  handsome  speech, 
to  the  effect  that  he  neither  expected  nor  deserved  such  honour  c^^ 
preferment 
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During  thie-ntting^  of  the  foresaid  pailiaiiieiit,  another  pbfc'was 
laid  against  this  nobleman:  Some  of  the  nobility,  envying  die 
power,  pr^ennent,  and  influence,  whidi  he  and  the  Marqnis  of 
Hamilton  had  with  the  King,  hud  a  dose  design  for  their  lives.  The 
£arl  of  Crawford,  Colonel  Cochran,'  and  Lieut.  Alexander  Stuart, 
were  to  have  been  the  actors  :  the  plan  (in  which  it  was  insinuated, 
that  his  Majesty,  Lord  Almond,  &c  were  privy,)  was, — ^that  Ha- 
milton and  Aigyle  shduld  be  called  for  in  the  dead  of  the  night  to 
speak  with  the  King;  and  in  the  way  were  to  be  arrested  as  trai- 
tors, and  delivered  to  Earl  Crai^ford,  who  was  to  wait  for  them 
with  a  considerable  body  of  men.  If  any  resistance  was  made,  he 
n-as  to  stab  tibem  immediately,  if  not,  carry  them  prisoners  to  a  ship 
of  war,  in  the  roads  of  Leith,  where  they  were  to  be  confined  till 
tried  for  treason.  But  this  plot  being  discovered  before  it  was  ripe 
for  execution,  the  two  noblemen,  the  night  before,  went  off  to  a 
place  of  more  strength  twdve  miles  distant,  and  so  escaped  the  dan- 
ger, as  a  bird  out  of  the  hands  of  the  fowler.  Yet  such  was  their 
lenity  and  demency,  that  upon  a  petition  from  them,  the  foresaid 
persons  were  set  at  liberty. 

After  this,  in  1643,  the  Earl  (now  Marqub)  of  Argyle  had  a 
most  active  hand  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  reformation  and  uni- 
formity in  religion.  And  in  the  year  following,  while  he  was  busied 
among  the  covenanters,  Montrose  and  some  others  having  assodated. 
to  raise  forces  for  the  King,  drew  off  his  attention  from  the  good 
work.  Intending  to  draw  3ie  Scots  army  forth  of  England,  the  Eaii 
of  Antrhn  to  effect  this,  undertook  to  send  over  ten  thousand  Irish, 
under  die  command  of  one  Macdonald  a  Scotsman,  to  the  north  of 
Scothmd.  A  considerable  body  was  accordingly  sent  who  committed 
many  outrages  in  Argyle's  country.  To  suppress^  diis  insmrectioff, 
therefore^  the  Committee  of  Estates,  April  10,  gave  orders  to  the 
Marqub  to  raise  three  regiments ;  which  he  accordingly  did,  and 
with  them  mardied  northward,  took  several  of  their  principal  duef- 
tains  prisoners,  and  dispersed  the  rest.  But  Montrose  being  3till  on 
the  field,  and  having  gained  several  victories  during  this  and  the 
ibUowing  year,  mefmtime  plundered  the  greater  part  of  Argyleshire, 
and  other  places  belon^ng  to  the  covenanters ;  and  aldiongh  he  was 
at  last  defeated  and  totally  roirted  by  General  Leslie  at  Philiphaugh, 
yet  the  foresmd  Macdonald  and  his  Irish  band  returned  to  Argyle- 
shire, in  the  beginning  of  1649,  and  burned  and  plundered  the 
dwdlbigs  of  the  well-afiected,  to  such  an  extent,  that  about  1200  of 
them  assembled  in  a  body,  under  Acknalase,  who  brought  them 
down  to  Monteith,  to  live  upon  the  disaffected  in  that  country.  But 
in  their  way  thither,  the  Athol  men  falling  upon  them  at  Callender, 
and  they  being  but  poorly  armed,  several  of  them  were  killed,  and 
the  rest  fled  towards  Stirling,  where  then-  master,  the  Noble  Mar- 
quis met  them,  and  commiserating  their  deplorable  condition,  carried 
liiem  through  to  Lennox,  to  live  upon  the  lands  of  the  Lord  Niq>ier, 
and  others  of  the  disaffected,  until  they  should  be  better  provided 
for.  In  the  meantime  he  himself  went  to  Ireland,  brought  over  the 
iremains  of  the  Scots  forces,  and  with  them  hinded  in  Argyleshire 
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i^n  wUA  MaedonaU  betook  himtelf  to  the  Iiki^  and  from  thence, 
returned  to  Ireland ;  so  that  peace  was  restored  in  those  parts.* 

Again,  in  1648,  when  the  state  fell  into  two  &cti<Ni$,  that  of  the 
malignants  was  headed  by  the  Doke  of  fiUunilton ;  and  the  other 
(the  covenanters^  by  the  Marquis  of  Argyle,  from  which  may  be 
concluded  that  nt>m  the  year  1643  (when  he  had  such  an  acUre 
hand  in  calling  the  Convention  of  Estates,  and  entering  into  the 
solemn  league  and  covenant)  to  1648,  he  ^bs  the  principal  agent 
amongst  the  latter,  and  never  failed,  on  all  occasions,  to  appear  in 
defence  of  the  civil  and  religious  liberties  of  his  oountary. 

As  to  what  took  place  in  1649,  it  is  well  known  what  appearances 
he  made,  and  what  influence  he  gained  in  the  parliament^  and  thai 
to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  he  employed  the  same  in  bringing  home 
Charles  IL  and  possessing  him  of  his  throne  and  royal  authority. 
In  all  this  he  succeeded  to  good  purpose,  as  long  as  the  King  fol- 
lowed his  advice,  but  afterwards  the  mal^nant  faction  being  received 
into  places  of  power  and  trust,  all  went  to  wreck ;  which  was  matter 
of  no  small  grief  to  tiiis  worthy  nobleman. 

And  as  the  King  was  wdl  received  then  by  the  Marquis  oi 
Aigyle,  so  he  at  the  time  pretouled  a  great  deal  of  regard  for  him  in 
return.  This  appears  from  a  letter  or  declaration,  given  under  his 
hand,  at  St.  Johnston,  September  24,  1650,  in  which  he  says, 
**  Having  taken  into  my  consideration  the  fisutiiful  endeavours  of  me 
Marquis  of  Aigyle,  for  restoring  me  to  my  just  rights,  I  am  de^ 
sirous  to  let  the  world  see  how  sensible  I  am  <^  his  real  respect  to 
me,  by  some  particidar  favour  to  him.  And  particularly  I  do  pro- 
mise that  I  shun  make  him  Duke  of  Ai^Ie,  aknight  of  the  garter, 
and  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  my  bed-chamber,  and  this  to  be  per- 
formed when  he  shall  think  fit.  I  do  further  promise  to  hearken  to 
his  counsel,  whenever  it  riuill  please  God  to  restore  me  to  my  just 
rigfits  in  England.  I  shall  see  him  paid  the  40,000  pounds  Steiung 
which  are  due  to  him.  All  which  I  do  promise  to  make  good  upon 
the  word  of  a  King.-  C.  R. 

How  all  these  fair  promises  were  peifbnned,  will  come  afierwanb 
to  be  observed.  For  this  godly  nobleman  taking  upon  him  to  re- 
prove the  King  for  some  m  his  immoralities,f  the  raithful  admoni- 
tion, however  well  it  appeared  to  be  taken  for  the  present,  it  i^ter-| 
wards  appeared,  was  never  forgotten  till  it  was  repaid  him  with  the. 
highest  resentment :  in  such  a  way  did  he  hearken  to  his  counsel : 
and  of  a  truth  if  debauchery  and  dissimulation  have  ever  been  ao; 
counted  among  the  liberal  sciences,  then  this  Prince  was  altogether 
a  master  in  these  departments,  j: 

In  the  meantime,  January  1,  1651,  the  King  was  crowned  at 


*  See  «  more  fuU  Meoont  of  theeo  truuaotloiif  in  Sierenaon*!  Hifleiy,  toL 
[II,  p.  176. 
t  Some  acooants  bear,  that  thh  was  a  npe  committed  by  bim. 
}  See  tha  aatkioal  oorenant. 
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Scone.  After  $n  exoelleqt  sennoii  by  Mr.  Robert  Douglas*  from 
2  Kings  iL  17.  the  King  took  the  coronation-oath;  then  sitting 
down  in  the  chur  of  state,  after  some  other  ceremonies  were  per- 
formed, the  Marquis  of  Argjle  taking  the  crown  in  his  hands,  and 
Mr.  Douglas  haying  prayed,  he  set  it  on  the  King's  head;  and  so  as- 
cending die  stage,  attended  by  the  officers  of  the  crown,  he  was  in- 
stalled into  the  royal  throne  by  the  Marquis,  saying,  **  Stand  &st, 
&c  from  henceforth  in  the  place  whereof  you  are  the  lawful  and 
righteous  heir,  by  a  long  and  lineal  succession  of  your  fiithers,  which 
is  now  deliyered  to  you  by  the  authority  of  Crod  Almighty.'**  The 
solenmity  was  then  conduded  by  a  p^nent  exhortation,  both  to 
King  and  people,  wherein  they  were  certified,  that  if  they  should 
conspire  against  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ,  both  support^s  and 
supported  should  fiill  together. 

But  the  King's  forces  having  been  previously  defeated  by  Crom- 
well, at  Dunbar,  and  being  no  longer  able  to  make  head  against  the 
English,  he  went  to  Engltuid ;  and  by  his  particular  aHowance,  the 
Marquis  of  Argyll  after  kisshig  his  hand  was  left  at  Stiiiing.  But 
his  army  being  totally  routed  on  the  3d  of  September  following  at 
Worcester,  and  he  being  thus  driven  from  aU  his  dominions,  the 
£kiglish  meantime  over-run  the  whole  country,  so  that  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  nation  were  obliged  either  to  tsJce  the  tender,  or  suffer 
great  hardships.  This  tender  the  Marquis  had  refused  at  DumlMov 
ton ;  and  upon  this  they  resolved  to  invade  the  Highlands  and  the 
shire  of  Aigyle.  Mi^or  Dean  coming  to  the  Marquis's  house  ai 
Inverary,  where  he  was  lying  sick,  presented  a  pap^,  which  he  be- 
hoved to  subscribe  against  to-morrow,  or  be  carried  off  prisoner ; 
Msy  though  sore  against  his  will,  for  his  own  and  his  tenants'  safety, 
he  did  subscribe  with  some  alterations;  which  capitulation  was 
afterwards  made  a  mighty  handle  of  against  him.  And  although  he 
had  some  influence  upon  the  ysurper,  and  was  present  at  several 
meetings,  wherein  he  procured  an  equal  hearing  to  the  protesters  at 
London,  yet  while  there  in  1657,  he  was  rather  a  prisoner  on  de- 
mand than  a  free  agent,  and  so  continued  until  the  Restoration. 

In  the  year  1660,  soon  after  the  King's  return,  the  Marquis  being 
solicited  to  repair  to  Court,  and  no  doubt  being  inclined  to  wait  on 
a  Prince  on  uniose  head  he  had  set  the  crown,  though  some  of  his 
friends  used  arguments  to  divert  him  from  hjm  puipose,  and  being 
from  the  testimony  of  a  good  conscience,  aware  that  he  was  able  to 
vindicate  himself  from  all  aspersions,  if  he  was  but  once  admitted  to 
the  King^s  presence,  set  out  for  London,  where  he  arrived  on 
the  8th  of  July,  and  went  directly  to  Whitehall  to  salute  his  Ma- 
jesty. But  whenever  the  King  heard  he  was  come  thither,  not- 
withstanding his  former  ha  promises,  he  ordered  Sir  William 
Fleming  to  i^prehend  him,  and  carry  him  to  the  Tower,  and  there 
he  continued  tiD  toward  the  b^^ning  of  December,  he  was  sent 
down  in  a  man  of  war,  to  abide  his  tnal  before  the  parliament  in 


•  Sie  (lie  ooronaaoti  of  Charlea  II.  p.  3S,  ffc. 
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Scotland.  On  the  20th  of  that  month  they  landed  at  Leith,  and 
next  day  he  was  taken  along  the  streets  of  Edinburgh,  corered,  be- 
twixt two  of  the  town-bailies,  and  lodged  in  the  castle,  where  he 
continued  until  his  trial  came  on. 

On  Feb.  IS,  1661,  he  was  brought  down  from  the  castle  in  a 
4)oaoh  attended  by  three  of  the  magistrates  of  Ekiinbnrgh,  and  the 
town  guard,  and  presented  before  the  bar  of  the  House,  where  the 
King's  Advocate,  Sir  John  Fletcher,  accused  hii^,  in  common  form, 
of  h^h  treason,  and  producing  an  indictment,  craved  that  it  might 
be  read.  The  Marquis  begged  lib^ty  to  speak  before  diis  was 
done,  but  the  House  refused  hia  request,  and  ordered  it  to  be  read ; 
and  though  he  entreated  them  to  hear  a  petition  he  had  to  present, 
yet  this  too  was  a  favour  not  to  be  g^nted.  The  indictment,  which 
was  more  months  in  preparing  than  he  had  days  allowed  in  the  first 
instance  to  bring  his  defence,  consisted  of  fourteen  articles ;  the 
principal  of  which  were,  his  entering  into  the  solenm  league  and 
covenant  with  England,  and  his  complying  vnth  Oliver  Cromwell, 
all  the  rest  being  a  hes^  of  slanders  and  perversions  of  matter  of 
fact,  all  which/ he  completely  exposes  in  his  informatton  and  an- 
swers.* 

Aflter  his  indictment  was  read,  he  had  leave  to  speak,  and  spoke 
for  some  time  with  great  effect.  Among  other  things,  he  said,  with 
Paul,  in  another  case,  *^  The  things  laid  against  me  cannot  be 
proven" — ^But  this  he  confessed,  that  in  the  way  idlowed  by  solemn 
oath  and  covenant,  he  had  served  his  God,  his  King,  and  his  coun- 
try ;  and  though  he  owned  he  wanted  not  the  failings  common  to 
all  public  persons  in  such  a  period,  yet  he  blessed  God  that  he  was 
able  to  make  the  falsehood  of  every  article  of  his  charge  appear ; 
that  he  had  done  nothing  with  a  bad  intention,  but  with  many  others 
had  the  misfortune  to  do  many  things,  the  unforeseen  events  of 
which  had  actually  proved  bad. 

The  parliament  fixed  on  the  27th  of  February  for  bringing  in 
his  defence,  which  was  too  short  a  time  for  preparing  to  reply  to  so 
many  articles.  At  his  request,  however,  it  was  put  off  till  the  5th 
of  March,  on  which  day  he  appeared  before  the  Lords  of  the  Ar- 
ticles, and  being  ordered  immediately  to  produce  his  defence,  de- 
livered a  most  moving  speech,  and  gave  in  a  petition,  remitting  him- 
self to  the  King's*  mercy,  and  beseeching  the  parliament  to  intercede 
for  him.  On  the  following  day,  he  was  brought  before  the  parlia- 
ment It  was  reported  by  the  Lords  of  Articles,  that  he  had  offered 
a  submission  to  his  Majesty,  but  this  submission  was  voted  not 
satisfactory,  and  he  was  commanded,  on  the  morrow,  to  give  in  his 
defence  to  their  Lordships.  When  he  came  before  them  he  snid 
his  defence  was  not  ready,  and  he  was  appointed  to  give  it  in  on 
Monday  April  9,  otherwise  they  wonld  dedde  oa  the  whole  busi- 
ness without  any  regard  to  what  he  should  afterwards  say.     It 


•  See  these  articles  at  large,  and  his  antwers,-ia  Wodrow'i  Church  Ilistonr, 
Tol.  I.  p.  43—52. 
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166111%  however^  on  the  day  ^pointed,  Us  defence  was  giyenin ;  it 
extended  to  fifteen  sheets  of  small  print,  and  fully  yindicated  his 
nuuiagement  from  all  the  fidsehoods  and  calnmniee  in  the  indict- 
ment. 

Upon  the  16th  of  April,  he  was  again  brought  before  the  parlia- 
ment ;  and  after  the  process  was  read,  he  made  a  very  impressive 
and  moTing  speech,  in  which^  at  considerable  length,*  he  remoTed 
seyeral  of  die  reproaches  cast  upon  him,  and  touched  at  some  things 
notjn  his  papers ;  but  all  that  he  or  his  lawyers  could  say  had  little 
weight  with  the  members  of  parliament.  S<Hne  of  them  were  already 
resolved  what  to  do :  the  House  had  many  messages  to  hasten  his 
process  to  an  end,  but  the  misgiving  of  many  of  their  designed-pro- 
botioiis  against  bdm  embarrassed  ^m  not  a  little ;  for  it  appears^ 
that  there  were  upwards  of  thirty  different  libels  got  up  against 
him,  which  all  came  to  nothing  when  they  began  to  prove  them,  as 
fidsehoods  usually  do ;  so  that  they  were  at  length  forced  to  betake 
tiiemselves  to  die  innocent  but  necessary  compUanoe  with  the  Eng- 
lish, aft«r  every  shire  and  burgh  in  Scotland  had  made  submission 
to  the  conquerors. 

In  the  b^^ing  of  May,  ^fitnesses  were  examined  and  deposi- 
tions taken  against  him ;  after  which  he  was,  upon  the  25th  of  that 
month,  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House  to  receive  sentence  from  his 
judges,  who,  as  he  told  the  King's  Advocate,  were  socii  criminUy  or 
accomplices  in  the  crime.  The  House  was  very  thin, — all  i^thdraw- 
ing  except  those  who  were  resolved  to  follow  the  courses  of  the 
time.  He  put  them  in  mind  of  the  practice  of  Theodosius  the  Em- 
peror, who  enacted,  that  the  sentence  of  death  should  not  be  exe- 
cuted till  thirty  days  after  it  was  passed,  and  added,  *^  I  crave  but 
ten,  that  the  King  may  be  acquainted  with  it  ;** — but  in  this  he  was 
refused.  The  sentence  was  then  pronounced,  *'  that  he  was  found 
guilty  of  high  treason,  and  adjudged  to  be  executed  as  a  traitor,  his 
head  to  be  severed  from  his  body,  at  the  cross  of  Edinbni^h,  upon 
Monday  the  27th  instant,  and  affixed  on  the  same  place  where,  the 
Marquis  of  Montrose's  head  formerly  was,  and  his  arms  torn  b^ore 
the  parliament  at  the  cross.'*  Upon  this  he  o£Pered  to  speak,  but  thd 
trumpet  sounding,  he  stopt  till  they  ended,  and  then  said,  "  I  had 
the  honour  to  set  the  crown  on  the  King's  head,  and  now  he  hastens 
me  to  a  better  crown  thftn  his  own."  And  directing  himself  to  the 
commissioner  and  parliament,  he  said,  *'  You  have  the  indemnity  of 
an  earthly  King  among  your  hands,  and  have  denied  me  a  shace  in 
that ;  but  yon  cannot  hinder  me  from  the  indemnity  of  the  King  of 
kings:  and  shortly  you  must  be  before  His  tribunaL  I  pray  he 
mete  not  out  such  measure  to  you  as  you  have  done  to  me,  when 
you  are  called  to  an  account  for  all  your  actings,  and  this  amongst 
the  rest." 

After  sentence,  he  was  ordered  to  the  common-prison,  where  his 
excellent  Lady  was  waiting  for  him.     Upon  seeing  her,  he  said^ 
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"  llMy  kKte  giTea  me  tffl  Mondij  to  be  with  yoMy  ny  dew,  tiieraw 
fore  let  ns  mtke  for  it."  She  embractng  him,  wept  hitteriy,  and 
Bttd,  <'  The  Lerd  will  require  it ;  The  Lerd  wiU  requre  it;"  whicb 
drew  tears  firom  all  in  the  room.  But  being  himsdf  oompoted,  hB 
Boidt  ^*  Forbear,  forbear.  I  pity  them,  they  know  not  what  they  are 
doing.  They  may  ihnt  me  in  where  theypleaae,  but  they  caanoi 
dint  God  out  from  me.  For  my  part,  I  am  at  content  to  be  hero 
as  inthecbstle,  and  as  content  in  the  castle  as  in  the  Tower  of  Lou* 
don,  and  as  content  there  as  whoi  at  liberty ;  and  I  h<^  te  be  as 
content  on  the  scaffold  as  any  of  them  all,"  dtc  He  added,  he  re- 
membered a  scriptore  cited  by  an  hmiest  minister  te  him  while  in 
the  casde,  which  he  intended  to  pnt  in  practice.  **  When  Ziglag 
was  taken  and  bnmt,  ^e  people  spake  of  stoning  Darid,  bat  he  ea« 
cooraged  himself  in  the  Lord." 

He  spent  the  short  tame,  till  Monday,  widi  the  greatest  serenity 
and  cheerfulness,  and  in  the  proper  exercises  of  a  dying  Christiaii. 
To  some  ministers  who  w&e^  pennitted  to  attend  hmi,  he  said, 
*^  That  shortly  they  would  envy  hkn,  who  was  got  before  than," — ^ 
and  added,  *^  Remember  that  I  tell  you,  my  skill  fails  me,  if  yo« 
who  are  ministers  will  not  either  si^Bor  much  or  sin  much;  for 
though  you  go  along  with  these  men  in  part,  tf  you  do  not  in  all 
things,  you  are  but  where  yon  were,  and  so  must  8u£fer ;  and  if  yon 
go  not  at  all  with  them  you  must  but  suffar." 

During  his  life,  he  was  redconed  rather  timorous  than  bold.  In 
prison,  he  said,  he  was  naturally  inclined  to  fear  in  his  temper,  but 
desired  those  about  him,  to  obsenre  that  the  Lord  had  heard  his 
prater,  and  remored  all  fear  from  bun.  At  his  own  desire,  his  Lady 
took  her  leave  of  him  on  the  Sabbath-night.  Mr.  Robot  Douglas 
and  Mr.  Geoige  Hutcheson  preadied  to  lam  in  the  tolbooth  on  the 
Lord's  day,  and  his  dear  and  much  valued  friend,  Mr.  David  Dick- 
son, it  is  said,  was  his  bed-frUow  the  last  night  he  was  in  time. 

The  Marquis  had  a  sweet  time  in  the  t<^booth  as  to  the  conditioa 
of  his  soul,  and  this  still  increased  the  nearer  he  approached  his 
end ;  As  he  slept  calmly  and  pleasantly  the  preceding  night,  so  on 
Monday  morning,  though  mudi  ei^;aged  in  settling  his  affiurs  in  the 
midst  of  company,  he  had  at  intervals  much  spiritual  conversation, 
and  was  so  overpowered  by  a  sensible  effinsion  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
that  he  broke  out  on  one  occasion  into  a  rapture,  and  said,  ^  I 
thougfe^  to  have  concealed  ^e  Lord's  goodness,  but  it  will  not  do.  I 
am  now  ordering  my  afiairs,  and  God  is  sealing  my  charter  to  a 
better  inheritance,  and  just  now  saying  to  me,  Soth  he  cfgood  ekter^ 
thy  sins  are  forgiven  theeP 

Some  time  before  he  went  to  the  place  of  execution,  he  received 
an  excellent  letter  from  a  certain  ministw,  and  wrote  a  most  moving 
one  to  the  King.  He  dined  precisely  at  twelve  o'dodc,  in  company 
with  his  frien<&,  disj^ying  great  cheerfolness,  and  then  retirad  n 
little.  Upon  his  opening  the  door,  Mr.  Hutcheson  said,  <*  What 
cheer,  my  Lord  ?"  He  answered,  <<  Good  cheer,  Sir,  the  Lord  hath 
again  confirmed  and  said  to  me  from  heaven^  Thy  sim  be  forgiven 
ihixT    Upon  this  tears  ^  joy  flowed  in  abmidaoce ;  he  retired  to 
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tht  window  •ad'wiept ;  from  that  he  came  to  the  fire,  and  made  as 
if  ha  W0M,  stir  it  a  little  to  omoeal  his  conoern ;  but  it  weuld  not 
do,  hia  tears  nm  down  hk  fiioe ;  and  coming  to  Mr.  Hutcheson,  he 
aakL,  <<  I  think  hk  hindness  oyeroomes  me.  Bat  God  is  good  to  me, 
tlmt  ke  lets  not  out  too  nmoh  of  it  here,  for  he  knows  I  oonld  not 
bnurit.*  Get  me  my  doidc  and  let  us  go."  But  being  told  that 
the  dodc  was  kept  baek  till  one,  till  the  bailies  should  oome,  he  an- 
swered, <<  They  are  fiur  in  the  wrong;**  and  presently  laieeled  and 
paayed  befim  all  presei^  m  a  most  sweet  and  hearenly  mamier.- 
Ab  hm  ended,  the  bailies  sent  up  word  for  him  to  come  down,  upon 
y/fiddk  he  called  for  a  glass  of  wine,  and  baring  asked  a  Uessing  to 
i^  stanilirg  and  continuing  in  the  same  frame,  he  said,  **  Now  1^  us 
go,  and  God  be  with  us." 

After  having  taken  his  leave  of  such  in  the  room  as  were  not  to 
go  with  him  to  the  scalibld,  going  towards  the  door,  he  said,  **  I 
coidd  die  like  a  lUnnan,  but  choose  rath^  to  die  like  a  Christian. 
Gome  away,  gendemen,  he  tint  goes  first  goes  cleanliest."  When 
going  down  stairs,  he  called  the  Reverend  Mr.  James  Guthria  to 
him,  and  CT&bnu»ng  him  in  a  most  endearing  way,  took  his  fiirewell 
of  bdm;  Mr.  Guthrie^  at  parting,  addressed  die  Marquis  thus :  <<  My 
Lord,  God  hadi  been  with  you,  he  is  with  you,  and  will  be  with 
yen.  And  such  u  my  respect  for  your  Lordship,  that  if  I  were  not 
Qudsr  sentence  of  death  myself,  1  would  dieerfoUy  die  for  your 
Lordship."  So  they  parted  to  meet  again  in  a  better  place  on  the 
Friday  following. 

Then,  accompanied  by  several  noUemen  and  gentlemen,  mounted 
in  Uadc,  he  widi  his  chrak  and  hat  on,  went  down  the  street,  and 
haring  mounted  the  scaffdLd,  wiUi  great  serenity,  like  one  going  to 
his  Fbther*s  house,  saluted  idl  on  it.  Mr.  Hntcheson  then  prayed ; 
after  which  his  Lordship  addressed  the  spectators,  and  among  other 
things,  said,  "  I  come  not  here  to  justify  my^dfy  but  the  Lardy  iHio 
i»  h^  in  all  his  ways,  rig^iteous  in  all  his  works,  holy  and  blessed 
is  kis  name.  Neither  come  I  to  condemn  others.  I  bless  the  Lord, 
I  foigive  all  men,  and  desire  to  be  forgiven  of  the  Lord  myself. 
Liet  the  will  of  the  Lord  be  done,  that  is  all  I  desire.  I  was  real 
and  ceidial  in  my  desires  to  bring  the  Kii^  home,  and  in  my  en* 
deavours  for  him  when  he  was  home,  and  had  no  corresponoence 
with  the  advtfsaries'  army,  nor  any  of  them,  when  his  Mi^esty  was 
in  Scotland ;  nor  had  I  any  hand  in  his  late  M^est/s  murder. — I 
ahall  not  speak  much  to  these  things  for  which  I  am  condemned, 


*  The  liistorUn  Burnet,  in  tbe  Introdaction  to  hit  Hiatory,  p.  30,  &e.  is  pleased 
to  tay,  "  Tliis  KtgjU  waa  a  prateader  to  high  d«greea  of  pie^.  Wairiston  went 
SoTarfJrfgli  notiona  of  lenfthcned  devotions,  and  whataoerer  atrnck  his  fancy 
dorii^  hia  ailiiaioM,  ha  lookad  on  it  aa  an  anawar  of  paayw."  Bat  parhapa  the 
,  Bishop  waa  mach  a  stranger  both  to  high  dcgroea  of  piety  and  lengthened-  devo- 
tions, and  also  to  such  returns  of  prayer,  for  these  two  gallant  noblemen  faced  the 
bloody  axe  and  gibbet,  rather  than  forego  their  profession,  with  more  courage,  and 
f  I  nmf  Mqr)  opoa  better  priadplea  or  groimda  of  aufferfaig,  than  what  any  diocesan 
Bishop  fai  Seodand  at  leMt,  w  eren  the  doctor  liimaaLf  waa  honoured  to  dOb 
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lest  I  seem  to  condemn  others.  It  u  woU  known  it  ig  onlf  for4S0Bi« 
pliance,  whidi  was  the  epidemical  fiinlt  of  the  nation^  I  irish  ihe 
Lord  to  pardon  them.  I  say  no  more — ^bot  God  hath  laid  engage- 
ments c^  Scotland.  We  are  tied  by  covenants  to  rdigion  and  re- 
formation ;  those  who  were  then  nnbom  are*yet  engaged;  aad  it 
passeth  the  power  of  all  the  magistrates  under  hesren  to  absolTe 
from  the  oath  of  God.  These  times  are  like  to  be  eiAer  very  sin- 
ning or  suffering  times ;  and  let  Christians  make  tiieir  dioioe,  tiiers 
is  a  sad  dilemma  in  the  business,  sin  or  st^er  :  and  snrdy  he  tibat 
will  choose  the  better  part  will  choose  .to  8u£Per,  others  that  will 
choose  to  sin  will  not  escape  suffering.  They  shaiil  suffer^  bat  .per- 
haps not  as  I  do,  (pointing  to  the  muden,)  but  worse.  Mine  is  but 
.  temporal,  theirs  shall  be  eternal  I  When  T  shall  be  singing,.they 
shall  be  howling.  Beware  therefore  of  sin,  whatever  you  are  aware 
<^,  espeoally  in  such  times.  And  hence  my  condition  is  such  now, 
as,  when  I  am  gone,  will  be  seen  not  to  be  as  many  imagmed.  I 
wish  as  the  Lord  hath  pardoned  Die,  so  may  he  pardon  them,  for 
this  and  other  things,  and  what  they  have  done  to  me  may  never 
meet  them  in  their  accounts.  I  have  no  more  to  say,  but  to  beg  ike 
Lord,  that  when  I  go  away,  he  would  bless  every  one  that  stayeth 
behind." 

When  he  had  delivered  this  seasonable  and  pathetic  speech,*  Mr. 
Hamilton  prayed;  after  which  he  prayed  most  sweetly  hknself; 
then  he  took  his  leave  of  all  his  friends  on  the  scaffold.  He  first 
gave  the  executioner  u  napkin  with  some  money  in  it ;  he  gave  to 
his  sons-in-law,  Caithness  and  Ker,  his  watch  and  some  other  things 
out  of  his^pocket ;  he  gave  to  Loudon  his  silver  penner,  to  Lothian  a 
double  ducat,  and  then  threw  off  kis  coat.  When-  going  to  the 
Maiden,  Mr.  Hdtcheson  said,  «  My  Lord,  now  hold  your  grip  sicker.'* 
He  answered,  ^*  You  know,  Mr.  Hutcheson,  whiit  I  said  to  jea,  in 
the  chamber.  I  am  not  afraid  to  be  surprised  with  fear."  The 
Laird  of  Skelmorlie  took  him  by  the  hand,  when  near  the  maiden, 
and  found  him  most  composed.  He  kneeled  down  most  cheerfully, 
and  after  he  had  prayed  a  little,  he  gave  the  signid  (which  was  by 
lifting  up  his  hand,)  and  the  instrument,  called  the  Maiden,  struck  off 
Ms  head  from  his  body,  which  was  fixdll  on  the  west  end  of  the  tol- 
booth,  as  a  monument  of  the  parliament's  injusdce  and  the  land's 
misery.  His  body  was,  by  his  friends,  put  in  a  coffin,  and  conveyed 
iwith  a  good  many  attendants,  through  Linlithgow  and  Falkirk  to 
O^gow,  and  from  thence  to  Kilpatrick  where  it  was  put  in  »  boat^ 
'carried  to  Denoon,  and  buried  in  Kilmun  church. 
'  Thus  died  the  Noble  Marquis  of  Argyle,  the  proto-martyr  to  re- 
ligion since  the  reformation  from  Popery,  the  true  portrait  of  whose 
character,  says  Wodrow,  cannot  be  drawn.  His  enemies  ^emselres 
^wiH  allow  him  to  have  been  a  person  of  extraordinary  pie^,  re- 
markable wisdom  and  prudence,  great  gravity  and  authority,  and 


•  For  which  with  his  last  words,  see  Naphtali,  or  the  Wrestling!  of  the  Cborcfa 
of  Scotland. 
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•if^^Qlar  vicfiiliiess.  Hd  was  tbe  head  of  iIm  «0T6iiMitdr»  in  S«i«- 
laad,  and  had  beea  singalarlf  active  in  the  work  of  r^brmatton-, 
and  of  any  almost  that  hadcngaged  in  that  work  he  stuck  doaest 
by  it,  even,  when  moat  of  the  nation  quitted  it ;  so  that  this  ntlaak 
upon  hiai  was  a  stroke  alt  the  root  of  all  that  had  been  done  in  Seo^ 
land  from  1638.  Bat  tlie  tree  of  Prelacy  behoved  to  be  soAked, 
when  planting,  widi  the  Uood  of  this  excellent  patriot,  staunsk 
Preebyterimi,  and  vigorous  asserler  of  Scotland's  Hli^rty :  and  as  he 
wasthCtgreat  promoter  thereof  durtfig  his  life,  and  steadftst  in  wit- 
nessing to  it  at  his  death,  so  it  was  in  a  manner  buried  ^th  him^ 
for  matoy  years.  In  a  word,  he  had  {uety  for  a  Christian,  sense  for 
a  oonnsellmr,  carriage  for  a  ndartyr,  and  soul  for  a  king.  If  ever  inj 
frai^  he  migiit  be  said  to  be  a  tmo,  Scotsman  f 


JAMES  GUTHRIE. 

Mb«  Jamis  OuTHaiE  was  son  to  the  Laird  of  Guthrie,  and  i^  a 
very  honoaraUe  and  ancient  family.  Having  gone  through  his  course 
of  classical  learning  at  the  grammiuNseheol  and  college^  he  com- 
menced teaching  philosophy  in  the  University  of  St.  Andrews,  where 
for  iMVend  years  he  gave  abundant  proof  that  he  was  an  able  schc^ar. 
Bis  tdkDper  was  very  steady  and  composed ;  he  could  reason  upon 
the  most  subde  points  with  great  solidity,  and  when  every  one  else 
was  warm»  he  remained  unruffled.  At  any  time,  when  mdeceni 
beats  or  wranglings  happened  to  occur  in  reasoning,  it  was  fai^ 
ordinary  custom  to  say,  ^  Enough  of  this,  let  us  go  to  some  other 
subject ;  we  are  warm,  and  can.  dispute  no  longer  with  advantage." 
Perfa^  he  had  the  greatest  mixture  of  feiyent  seal  and  sweet 
calmness  in  his  temper,  of  any  man  in  his  time.  Being  educated 
-in  opposition  to  Presbyterian  principles,  he  was  highly  Prelatical 
in  lus-'ijudpnnent  when  he.first  cama  to  St  Andrews;  out  by  con- 
versing with  worthy  Mr.  Rutherford  and  others,  and  espeoiafiy 
through  his  joining  the  weekly  society's  meetings  there,  for  pray^' 
mt  and  couferance,  he  was  effectually  brought  off  from  that  way ; 
lind  perhaps  it  was  this  that  made  the  writer  of  the  journal,  who  wai( 
no  friend  of  his,  say,  <'  Ths^t  if  Mr.  Guthrie  had  continued  fixed  to 
nil  first  principles,  he  had  been  a  star  of  ^e  first  magnitude  inl 
Scotland."  When,  accordingly,  he  came  to  ju^  for  lumself,  he 
happily  departed  from  his  first  principles,  and  upon  examination  of 
that  way  wherein  he  was  educated,  left  it,  anq  thereby  became  9^ 
star  of  the  first  magnitude  indeed.  It  is  s«id,  that  whiler  a  r^goat 
m  the  college  of  St.  Andrews,  Mr.  Sharp,  being  then  a  ]»'omiung 
yomig  man  there,  he  several  times  wrote  this  verse  upon  hiniy 

If  tboo.  Sharp,  die«t  the  common  death  of  men, 
in  bnm  mj  bill,  and  throw  away  paj  pen. 

Having  passed  his  trials  in  16S8,  he  was  settled  minister  at  Lau« 
ScoT8  n^oHTmss,  No.  16.  Q 
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.der,  where  be  remained  for  several  years.  In  1646,  he  was  one 
of  the  ministers  appointed  to  attend  the  King  while  at  Newcastle ; 
and  likewise  he  was  one  of  those  nominated  in  the  commis- 
sion for  the  public  affiedrs  of  the  chnrcfa,  during  the  intervals  be- 
iwixt  the  General  Assemblies.  And  in  about  three  years  af- 
ter this,  he  was  translated  to  Stirling,  where  he  continued  until 
the  Restoration,  a  most  fcdthful  wattchman  upon  Zion's  walls,  who 
ceased  not  day  and  night  to  declare  the  whole  counsel  of  God  to  his 
people,  shauing  Israel  their  iniguities,  tmd  the  house  ef  Jacob  their 
sins. 

After  he  came  to  Stirlii^,  he  again  not  only  evidenced  a  singfdar 
<€fMre  over  the  people  he  had  charge  of,  but  also  was  a  great  assistant 
in  the  aflPairs  of  the  church,  being  a  most  zealous  enemy  to  all  error 
and  profanity.  And  when  the  unhappy  difference  fell  out  with  the 
public  resolutioners,  he  was  a  moat  staunch  protestor,  opposing  these 
resolutions  to  the  utmost  of  his  power ;  insomuch  that  atler  the  pres- 
bytery of  Stirling  had  wrdte  a  letter  to  the  Commission  of  the 
General  Assembly,  showing  their  dislike  and  dissatisfaction  with  the 
resolutions,  after  they  had  been  concluded  upon  at  Perth,  Dec  14, 
.1650,  Mr.  Guthrie,  and  his  colleague  Mr.  Bennet,  went  somewhat 
£uther,  and  openly  preached  against  them,  as  involving  the  land  in 
conjunction  with. die  malignant  party;  for  which,  by  a  letter  from 
the  Chanodlor,  they  were  ordered  to  repair  to  Perth  on  Febmary 
19, 1651,  to  answer  before  the  King  *  and  the  Committee  of  Estates. 
Upon  the  indisposition  of  one  of  them,  they  excused  themselves  for 
their  nonappearance  that  day,  but  promised  to  attend  at  the  end 
of  the  week.  Accordingly,  on  the  22d,  they  appeared  at  Perth, 
where  they  gave  in  a  protestation,  signifying,  that  although  they 
owned  his  Majesty's  civu  authority,  yet  was  Mr.  Guthrie  challenged 
by  the  King  and  his  Council  for  a  doctrinal  thesis  which  he  had 


-  *  It  sunely  wm  a  piee*  of  ill  sdrbed  oondact,  M  many  of  themselrei  afterwards 
•dmowledged,  that  ever  upon  any  terms  they  dected  or  admitted  to  the  regal  dig- 
nity, any  of  that  family  of  Ahab  after  the  Almighty  had  ao  ranarkahly  drlYen 
diem  forth  these  kingdoms,  particularly. Charles  11.  after  he  had  given  sudi  reoent 
proofs  of  his  dissimulation  and  disaffection  unto  the  cause  and  people  of  God  ia 
these  nations.  After  this  indeed  th^  never  had  a  day  to  prosper ;  for,  by  coo- 
tending  against  malignants,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  TOwing  and  praying  for  the 
head  of  malignants,  they  not  only  had  malignants  and  sectaries  to  fight  with,  hut 
also  made  a  desuetude  unto  their  former  attainments,  and  so  came  to  oontrnd  wi A 
one  another^  until  Prelacy  proved  their  utter  ruin  at  last  It  is  ol^Jeoted  that 
King  Charifes  was  a. good-natured  man,  and  that  the  extermination  of  our  excellent 
eoostitntiott  was  tnim  evil  OQunseDors.  It  is  but  too  true,  that  evil  counsellors 
have  many  times  proved  the  ruin  of  kingdoms  and  commonwealths,  else  the  wise 
man  would  not  have  said,  Take  away  the  wicked  from  brfore  the  King,  and  Ma 
throne  shaBbe  established,  Prov.  xxv.  5,  But  take  the  matter  as  It  Is,  he  vras  stflt 
the  head  of  that  constitution,  and  (not  to  speak  of  his  other  immoraHties)  a  most 
perfidious,  treacherous,  and  wicked  man,  and  could  engage  to-day  and  brak  to- 
morrow, and  all  to  obtain  en  earthly  crown.  For  a  further  illustration  of  this, 
see  a  letter,  showing  the  defection  of  both  addressers  and  protestors,  ke.  Dr. 
Owen*s  sermon  before  the  protector  in  Scotland,  the  History  of  the  Stuarts;  and 
Somat's  Memorial  of  Britain's  deliverwQces,  &c 
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muntained  and  spoken  to  in  a  sermon, — and  they  l>eing  incompetent 
judges  m  matters  purely  ecclesiastical,  such  as  the  examination  and 
censuring  of  doctrines, — he  did  decline  them  on  that  account* 

The  matter  being  deferred  for  some  days,  till  the  King  returned 
from  Aberdeen,  the  two  ministers,  meantime,  weire  confined  to 
Perth  and  Dundee ;  whereupon  they  (Feb.  28.)  presented  another 
paper  or  protestation,f  which  was  much  the  same,  though  in  stronger 
terms,  and  supported  by  many  exc^lent  arguments.  After  this  tiie 
King  and  Committee  thoi^ht  fitGper  to  dismiss  them,  and  to  pro* 
eeed  no  farther  in  the  affair,  yet  Mr.  Gu^urie's  declining  the  King's 
authority  in  matters  ecclesiastical  at  this  time,  was  made  the  prin- 
cipal article  in  his  indictment  some  years  after,  in  consequence  of 
the  personal  pique  of  Middleton  against  him,  the  occasion  of  which 
was  as  follows : 

By  improving  an  aflfront  the  King  met  with  in  1650,  some  ma%' 
nantfl  so  prevailed  to  exdte  his  fears  of  the  eril  designs  of  those 
about  him,  that,  by  a  correspondence  with  such  as  were  disaffected 
to  the  covenants  in  the  nordi,  matt^v  came  in  a  little  to  this  pass, 
that  a  considerable  number  of  noblemen,  gentlemen,  and  others.* 
were  to  rise  and  form  themselves  into  an  army,  tmder  Bfiddleton'g 
command,  and  the  King  was  to  cast  himself  into  their  arms.  Ac- 
cordingly, with  a  few  in  his  retinue,  as  if  he  were  going  a  hunting, 
he  1^  his  best  friends,  crossed  the  Tay,  and  <:ame  to  Angus,  where 
he  was  to  have  met  with  the  insurgents ;  but  finding  himself  disap- 
pointed, he  came  back  to  the  Committee  of  Estates,  where  indeed 
his  greatest  strength  lay.  In  ^e  meanwhile  some  who  Bad  been  in 
the  plot  fearing  punishment,  got  together  under  Middleton's  com-' 
nand.  General  Leslie  marched  towards  them,  and  the  King  wrote 
them  to  lay  down  their  arms.  The  Committee  sent  ah  indemnity 
to  such  as  should  submit ;  and  while  the  States  were  thus  dealing 
with  them,  the  Commission  of  the  AssemUy  were  not  wanting  in 
seal  against  such  as  thus  ventured  to  disturb  the  public  peace ;  and 
it  is  said,  that  Mr.  Guthrie  proposed  summary  excommunication,  as 
what  Bfiddleton  deserved,  and  what  he  thought  a  suitable  testimony 
from  the  Church  at  this  juncture.  This  highest  sentence  was  carried 
in  the  Commission  by  a  plurality  of  votes,  and  Mr.  Gruthrie  was  9^^ 
pointed  to  pronounce  it  next  Sabbath.  In  the  mean  time  the  Com- 
mittee of  Estates,  not  widiout  some  debate,  had  agreed  upon  an  in- 
demnity to  Middleton.  There  was  an  express  sent  to  Stiriing ;  with 
an  account  how  things  stood,  and  a  letter,  desiring  Mr.  Guthrie  to 
forbear  the  intimation  oi  the  Commisdon's  sentence.  But  this  letter 
coming  to  him  just  as  he  was  going  to  the  pulpit,  he  did  not  open 
it  tin  die  work  was  over :  and  though  he  had,  it  is  a  question  if  he 
would  have  delayed  the  Commission's  sentence  upon  a  private  mis- 
rive  to  himsdf.    However,  the  sentence  was  inflicted,  and  although 


•  Apolog«tical  Rektlon,  $  a  page  8a 
t  Set  thflte  protestations  in  Wodrow's  Churdi  History,  voL  I.  p.  58.  and  ^0. 
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the  Commission  of  the  CSmrch,  Jwi.  2, 165 1»  bebg  tbeir  next  meetr 
ingx  did  release  MidAeton  from  the  censure,  and  laid  it  on  a  better 
man,  Ool.  Strachan,*  yet  it  is  bdieved  Middleton  never  foi^ve  or 
forgot  what  Mr.  .Gutluie  did  iipon  that  cby,  as  will  afterwards  be 
madse  more  fully  to  appear. 

^  Mr.  Guthrie,  abou^  this  time,  wrote'several  of  the  papers  on  the 
protestors'  side ;  for  which,  and  his  ftithfiilness,  he  was  one  c£  the 
three  who  were  deposed  by  the  pretended  Assembly  at  St.  Anr 
drews,  lQd7.  Yea,  sudi  was  the  malice  o(  these  resolutioner^,  thai 
Upon  his  refusal  of  one  of  their  paiiy,  apd  his  aocedi^  to  the  call 
of  Mr.  Rule,  to  be  his  oc^eagne  at  Stirling,  upon  the  death  of  Mr. 
Bennet  in  1656,  they  proceeded  to  stone  him  wi^  sto^jes,  his  testi<^ 
mokiy.  while  alive  so  tormented. the  men  who  dy^^h  npqn  the  earth. 

And  as  Mr.  Guthrie  did  ffuthfully  testify  against  tl^  resolnti^^ners 
and  the  malignant  party,  so  he  did.  eqnaUy  oppose  himself  to  the 
sectaries  and  to  Cromwell  s  usurpatioga;  and  a^hotig|i  he  went  up 
to  London  in  1657,,  when  the  Miu^nis  of  Argyle  procured  ai|  equ^ 
l^earing  betwixt  the  protestors  and  the  resolutio^ers,  yet  he  so  boldly 
defended  the  King's  right  in  public  debate  with  Hugh  Peter^ 
Oliver^s  chaplam,  ;and  from  the  pulpit  so  asserted  the  King's  title  4iv 
the  face  of  Uie  EngUsb  officers,  as  was  ^uiprising  to  all  gainsayers*-^ 
Yet  for  this  and  ether  hardships  that  he  endured  on  this  account  at 
this  time  he  was  .poorly  rewarded,  aa  by  and  by  will  cpme  to  be  ob- 
served. 

Very  soon  after  tbe^Rflsteiration,  while  Mn  Guthrie  and  some  of 
liis  iaithful  brethren,,  wjho  assembled,  a^  Edinburghy  were  drawing 
up  a  paper  in  way  of  supplication  to  his  Majesty,  tbey  were  all  ap- 
pindmided,  .Und  imprisoned  in  the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  with  the 
exception. of  one  who  happily  escaped;  and  fh^n  thence  Mr. 
Guthrie  WM  taken  to  Stirling  castle,f  where  he  continu^  till  a 
lilAle  before  his  jtrial,  whidi  was  upon  the  20d[i  of  February,  1661. 
When  be  cfune  to  trial,  the  Chancellor  told  him,  he  was  called  be- 
fore them  to  answer  .to  .the  charge  of  high  treason,  (a  copy  of  which 
charge  he  had  re^eiVed  som^  ^vireeks  b^ore ;)  and  the  {^ord  Advo- 
cate pioposed  his  indictment  should  be  read; — ^which  the  house 
went  into :  The  heads  of  it  were,  L  His  confriving,  consenting  to, 
and  exhibiting  before  the  Committee  of  EstateS}  the  pap^  called 
the  Western  R^anonstiranee.  2.  His  contriving,  writing,  and  pub- 
lishing, that  abominiible  p^mphl^  call^  The  Causes  of  the  Lord's 
Wratfau  3.  His  contriving,  writing  and  subscrijbing,  the  paper 
ealled-  the  Hnmble  Petition  j:  of  the  twentyrthird  of  Augv^  last. 
4.  His  oenyoca$ing  of  the  King's  lieges»  &c.  5,  His  decfaring  hk 
Majesty,  by  his  i^peals  and  protestations  presfuited  by  him  at  Perth, 


))•*»♦- 


*  Tbif  unjust  sentence  was  pronoiix)pod  in  the  High  Church  of  Glaa^w,  hj 
Mr.  John  Carstairs.  

f  The  author  of  the  ApoIogeti<»u  Rdation  says  to  Dundee. 

I  See  this  paper,  called  th&  Humhle  Petition,  in  CrookihSnk*t  History,  voL  L 
p.  64. 
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mcspaUe  to  be  judge  orer  him;    And,  6.  Some  treasonable  expres- 
sions he  was  alleged  to  have  uttered,  in  a  meeting  in  1650  or  1651. 

His  indictment  being  read,  he  made  an  exceUent  speech  before 
the  pariiament,  in  whidi  he  both  delbnded  himself,  tind  the  noUd 
cause  for  whtdi  he  suffered :  This  being  too  nervous  to  be  abridged, 
and  too  pro&c  to  be  inserted  in  this  pilace,  the  reader  frill  find  it  ixi 
Wodpow's  History* 

After  he  had  delivered  this  speteh  he  was  ordered  to  remove. 
He  hundbly  craved,  that  some  tim^  might  be  given  him  to  consnh 
with  his  lawyers.  This  was  granted ;  and  he  was  aHowed  till  the 
29th  to  gTve  in  his  defence.  It  is  related,  fhait  when  he  met  witfi 
htt  lawyers  tp  form  his  defence,  he  very  much  surprised  them  by 
his  exact  knowledge  of  Soots  law,  and  suggested  severid  things  to 
be  added  that  had  escaped  lus  advocate.  Thi^  made  Sir  John 
Nisbet  express  himsctf  to  this  purpose,  **Jf  h  had  been  in  the  rea* 
toning  part,  or  iii  consequence' fh^nti  scripture  and  divinity,  I  would 
have  wondered  the  less  if  he  had  given  us  some  help,  but  even  in 
the  matter  of  bur  own  profession,^  our  statutes  and  acts  of  parlia- 
ment, he  pointed  out  several  tilings  Ihat  had  escaped  us."  More- 
over, the  dky  before  his  first  appearance  in  parKament,  it  is  said  he 
tent  a  copy  of  the  forementioned  speedi  to  Sir  John  and  the  rest  of 
lus^  hilars,  Bead  that  they  could  mend  nothing  therein. 

llie  considoing  and  preparing  of  his  defence,  took  up  some 
weeks.  Upon  die  1  Idi  of  April,  the  process  against  him  was  read 
in  the  House,  and  on  this  ^occasion  also,  he  made  a  speech  whidi 
was  both  affecting  and  close  to  die  purpose ;  and  which  he  oondude^^ 
thus: 

^'  My  Lords,  in  tilie  last  place,  I  humbly  beg,  that  having  broagU 
10  pregnant  and  dear  evidence  fi<om  the  word  of  God,  so  much 
divine  reason  and  human  laws,  and  so  much  of  the  common  practice 
of  kirk  and  kingdom,  in  my  defence,  and  being  already  cast  out  of 
my  minktry^  out  of  my  dweUing  and  maintenance,  myself  and  my 
fimiily  put  to  Hve  oii  the  charity  vf  ethers,  havhig  now  suffered 
eight  mondis'  imprisonment,  your  Lordships  would  put  no  other 
burden  upon  me.  I  shall  conclude  with  the  words  of  the  prophet 
Jeremiah,  Behold^  lam  in  your  hands^  saith  l^ydotome  what  seem' 
eth  good  to  you :  IhnoWy  far  certain^  that  Ae  Lofd  hath  commanded 
•metotpeakaUtheseifdngs:  andthaifyottpuimetodeeah,youshaU 
briny  insweent  blood  upon  yaurteheSj  and  upon  the  inhabitants  of  this 
diyr 

**  My  Lords,  my  oonseienee  I  canncit  submit;  but  this  old  crazy 
body  and  mortal  flesh,  I  do  submit,  to  do  with  it  whatever  ye  will, 
whether  by  death  or  bamsfament,  or  imprisonment,  or  any  diing 
else ;  olily  I  beseech  you  to  ponder  well  what  profit  there  is  in  m^ 
blood ;  it  is  net  the  extinguishing  of  me,  or  many  others,  that  wiH 
extinguish  the  covenant  and  work  of  reformation  since  the  year 
16S8.     My  Uood,  bondage  Or  buishmeiit,  wiH  contribute  more  for 


•  VoL  L  ^  61. 
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the  propagation  of  these  things,  ih&n  my  life  or  liberty  ooidd  do^ 
though  I  should  live  many  years."  &c 

Although  this  speech  had  not  the  influence  tiiat  might  have  been 
expected,  yet  it  made  such  an  impression  upon  tome  of  the  mein« 
bers,  that  they  withdrew,  declaring  unto  one  another,  that  they 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  blood  of  the  righteous  man.  But 
his  judges  were  determined  to  proceed ;  and  accordingly  his  indict- 
ment was  found  rtievant.  K^hop  Burnet  says,  **  The  Earl  of  Twee- 
dale  was  the  only  man  that  moved  against  putting  him  to  death ;  he 
said.  Banishment  had  hitherto  been  the  severest  censure  laid  upon 
preachers  for  their  opinions, — ^yet  he  was  condemned  to  die.''  The^ 
day  of  his  execution  was  not  named,  till  the  28th  of  ^y,  when  the^ 
parliament  ordered  him  and  William  Govan  to  be  hanged  at  the 
cross  of  Edinburgh,  on  the  first  of  June,  and  Mr.  Chithrie's  head  to 
be  fixed  on  the  Nether  Bow,  his  estate  to  be  confiscated,  and  his 
arms  torn ;  the  head  of  the  other  was  to  be  placed  i^n  ike  West 
Port  of  Edinburgh. 

And  thus  a  sentence  of  death  was  passed  upon  Mr.  Guthrie,  for 
his  accession  to  the  Causes  of  God's  Wrath,  his  writing  the  petition, 
protestation  above  mentioned ;  matters  done  a  good  many  years 
ago,  and  every  way  agreeaUe  and  conform  to  the  word  of  God,  the 
principles  and  practice  of  this  and  other  churches,  and  the  laws  of 
the  kiugdom.  After  he  had  received  his  sentence,  he  accosted  •  the 
parliament  thus ;  **  My  Lords,  let  never  lliis  sentence  affect  yon 
more  than  it  does  me,  and  let  never  my  blood  be  required  of  the 
king's  &mily." 

Thus  it  was  resolved  that  tlus  excellent  man  should  fall  a  sacrifice 
to  private  and  personal  pique,  and  it  is  said  that  the  commissioners 
had  no  small  debate  what  his  sentence  should  be ;  for  he  vnis  dealt 
with  by  some  of  them,  to  retract  what  ho  had  done  and  written, 
to  join  with  the  present  measures  and  accept  of  a  bishopric  His  ene- 
mies were  in  no  hazard  by  making  the  experiment,  for  they  might 
be  assured  of  his  firmness  in  principle.  A  biriiopric  was  a  very 
small  temptation  to  him ;  and  the  Commissioners  improved  his  in- 
flexibility, to  have  his  life  taken  away,  to  be  a  terror  to  others,  that 
they  might  have  the  l^ss  opposition  in  establishing  Prelacy. 

Betwixt  Mr.  Guthrie's  sentence  and  his  execution,  he  enjoyed 
perfect  composure  and  serenity  of  spirit,  and  wrote  a  great  many 
excellent  letters  to  his  friends  and  acquaintances.  In  this  interval 
he  uttered  several  prophetical  expressions,  which,  together  with  the 
'  foresaid  religious  letters,  could  they  now  be  recovered,  might  be  of 
BO  small  use,  in  this  apostate  and  backsliding  age.  The  day  (June  1.) 
on  which  he  was  executed,  it  being  reported  that  he  was  to  buy  his 
life,  at  the  expense  of  retracting  some  of  the  things  he  had  formeriy 
said  and  done,  he  wrote  and  simscribed  the  following  declaration : 

**  These  are  to  dedare,  that  I  do  own  the  causes  of  God's  Wrath, 
the  Supplication  at  Edinburgh,  August  last,  and  the  acces^sion  I  had 
to  the  remonstrances.  And  if  any  do  think,  or  have  reported,  that 
I  was  willing  to  recede  from  these,  they  have  wronged  fne,  as  never 
having  any  ground  from  me  to  think  or  to  report  so.   This  I  attest» 
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under' my  band,  al  Edinbarghy  aWnt  eleren  o'dock,  ibreaooii,  be«> 

Ibro  these  witnesses. 

Mr.  Arthur  Forbss,  Mr.  John  Guthrie, 

Mr.  Hugh  Walker,  Mr.  James  Cowis." 

That  same  day,  he  dined  with  his  friends  with  great  cheerfnhiess; 
After  dinner  he  called  fbr  cheese,  whidi  he  had  been  dissuaded  from 
vsing  for  some  time,  being  si^rject  to  ike  gravel,  and  said,  I  am  now 
beyond  the  hazard  of  that  oom{>laint.  After  haying  been  in  secret 
for  some  time,  he  came  forth  with  the  utmost  fortitude  and  com* 
posore,  and  was  canned  down,  under  a  guard  from  the  tolbooth  to 
the  scaffold,  which  was  erected  at  the  cross.  Here  he  was  so  &r 
ifrom  showing  any  frar,  that  he  rather  expressed  a  contempt  of 
death ;  and  spoke  an  hour  upon  the  ladder,  with  the  composure  of 
one  deliToring  a  sermon.  Among  other  things  becoming  a  martyr, 
he  said,  <'  One  thing  I  warn  you  all  of,  tiiat  God  i«  very  wroth  with 
Scotland,  and  tiirei^tens  to  depart,  and  remove  his  candlestick.  Tlie 
causes  of  hb  wrath  are  many,  and  would  to  God  it  were  not  one 
great  cause,  that  the  causes  of  wrath  are  despised.  Consider  the 
case  that  is  recorded,  Jer.  xxxvi.  and  the  consequence  of  it,  and 
tremble  and  fear.  I  cannot  but  also  say,  that  there  is  a  great  addi* 
tion  of  wrath,  1.  By  that  deluge  of  profanity  that  oveiloweth  all 
the  land,'  in  so  far  that  many  have  not  only  lost  all  use  and  exercise 
of  religion,  but  even  of  morality.  2.  By  that  horrible  treachery  and 
perjury  that  is  in  the  matters  of  the  covenant  and  cause  of  God. 
Be  ye  astonished,  O  ye  heavens,  at  this  I  &o.  3.  By  horrible  ingra- 
titude* The  Lord,  after  ten  years'  oppression,  hath  broken  the  yoke 
of  strangers  from  off  our  necks ;  but  the  fruits  of  our  delivery,  b  to 
work  wickedness,  and  to  strengthen  our  hands  to  do  evil,  by  a  most 
dreadful  saorificii^  to  the  creature.  We  have  changed  the  glory  of 
the  incorruptible  God  into  the  image  of  a  corruptible  man,  in  whom 
many  have  placed  almost  their  salvation.  God  is  also  wroth  vnth  a 
generation  of  carnal,  ooirupt,  time-serving  ministers.  I  know,  and 
do  bear  testimony,  that  in  the  Church  of  Scotland,  there  is  a  true 
and  &ithfbl  ministry,  and  I  pray  you  to  honour  these,  for  their 
works'  sake.  I  do  bear  my  witness  to  the  national  covenant  of 
Scotlaad,  and  solemn  league  and  covenant  betwixt  the  three  king- 
doms. These  sacred  solemn  public  oaths  oi  God,  I  believe  can  be 
loosed  or  dispensed  with  by  no  person,  or  party,  or  power  upon 
earth,  but  are  still  binding  upon  these  kingdoms,  and  wiU  be  so  for 
ever  hereafter,  and  are  ratified  and  sealed  by  the  conversion  of  many 
thousand  souls,  since  our  entering  thereinto.  I  bear  my  testimony 
to  the  protestation  against  the  controverted  assemblies,  and  the  puh- 
lie  resolutioDs.  I  take  God  to  record  upon  ray  soul,  I  would  not 
exchange  this  scaffold  with  the  palace  or  mitre  of  tbe  greatest  pre- 
late in  Britain.  Blessed  be  God  who  hath  showed  mercy  to  me 
sudi  a  vrretch,  and  has  revealed  his  Son  in  me,  and  made  ma  a 
minister  of  the  everlasting  gospel,  and  that  he  hath  deigned,  in  the 
midst  of  much  contradiction  from  Satan  and  the  wo^ld,  .to  seal  my  min- 
istry upon  the  heart*  of  not  a  few  of  his  people,  and  especially  in  the 
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guidon  wheran  I  mm  lart>  I  meia  the  ooagrcj^rtran  luid  prMibytery 
of  Stirling.  Jesns  Christ  is  my  light  and  my  lift^  my  righteoosness, 
my  8trengt£^  and  tny  stdvation;  yea,  aU  my  dflsira  Hml  O  himl 
I  do  with  all  the  strength  of  my  sonl  commend  to  yon.  Bless  him, 
O  my  Bonl,  from  henceforth,  even  for  ever  T'  He  oondnded  with 
the  words  of  old  Simeon,  Now  iH  thy  serpoM  dqitoN  in  peaoe^  for 
mm  €1^  have  seen  thy  eaivathn.  He  gave  a  copy  of  this  Us 
tast  speech  and  testimony,  subscribed  and  sealed,  to  a  friend  to 
keep,  which  he  was  to  deUyer  to  his  son,  then  a  childi  whm  he  ombo 
to  age;  When  on  the  scaffold,  he  lifted  the  m^kin  off  his  frM)e,  jnst 
before  he  was  turned  oyer,  and  cried,  <<  The  oovenantg^  the  ooto- 
aants,  diall  yet  be  Scotland's  tejiwiag" 

A  few  weeks  afitor  he  was  executed,  his  head  haying  been  ^plaeed 
on  the  Nether  BewpOrt,  and  MidiHeton's  coach  coming  down  that 
way,  seyeral  drops  of  blood  fdl  from  it  upon  the  eoaidi,  which  all 
their  art  could  not  eradicate ;  and  when  physicians  were  called,  and 
asked,  if  any  natimil  cause  eould  be  giyen  for  ^lis,  they  coidd  giye 
none*  The  incident  being  noised  abroad^  and  ail  means  tried,  Ihe 
leather  at  Jeogth  had  to  be  remoyed,  and  a  new  eoyer  put  on :  Bot 
this  was  much  sooner  done,  than  the  wiping  off  the  guilt  of  this 
great  and  good  man's  blood  from  the  sheoders  of  i^  and  the  disgrace 
from  this  poor  natbn.* 

Thus  «£ed  Mr.  James  Guthrie,  who  was  properly  the  first  thsC 
■leered  unto  death  in  that  period*  for  asserting  the  kingly  preroga- 
tiye  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  opposition  to  Erastiaa  supremacy^  He  was 
a  mtti  honoured  of  God  to  be  singularly  aealous  and  £uthM  m 
canying  on  the  woric  of  reformation,  and  canied  himself  straight 
under  idl  changes  and  reyolutions.  He  did  much  for  the  interest  of 
the  King  in  Scotland,  of  which  no  doubt  he  was  sensible.  When 
he  got  notice  of  his  death,  he  smd  with  some  warmth,  <*  And 
what  haye  yon  done  witii  Patridc  Gillespie^"  he  was  taswered  that 
haying  so  many  friends  in  the  House,  his  life  could  not ,  be  taken. 
'<  WdV  said  he,  "  if  I  had  known  tou  woidd  haye  spared  Mr. 
Qillespie  I  would  haye  spared  Mr.  Gudoriek"  And  indeed  he  wte 
very  ri^t  in  this ;  for  Mr,  Guthrie  was  tapaUe  to  have  done  him 
much  sendee^  being  aooomplished  with  abnost  every  qualification, 
natural  or  acquired,  necessary  to  complete  either  a  man  or  a  Chria- 
tian. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  we  are  ibyoured  with  mo  few  of  ^e  writings 
of  this  Worthy.  For,  besides  the  papers  already  mentioned,  he 
ynpote  several  others  upon  the  protestors'  side.  He  also  wrote  one 
against  the  usurper  Oliver  Cromwell,  for  which  he  suffered  some 
hardships  during  the  time  of  that  usurpation.  His  last  sermon  at 
Stirling,  preached  from  Matt.  xiv.  22.  wa»  published  in  1788,  en- 


*  Mr.  Alexander  Hamilton,  when  a  stadent  at  the  eollega  of  EdinlHirgli,  took 
iown  Mr.  Guthrie's  head  at  the  hazard  of  hia  lift,  and  buried  it,  after  it  had 
■tood  a  tpofitacla  tor  twenty-acrven  yeara:  and,  it  'n.  obsenraUe»  that  the  rwrj  auna 
penoo  aiWrwanla  succeeded  him  in  Sthding^  wheM  he  was  mintstw  iwah*  yasia* 
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ttiM,  A  fky  fiwi  lliB  i>ead,  ite. ;  wilk  hit  l^en  Ooiiti4eradk>iii 
ineiitliMdfeoiyofReiigioi^fimimbligbedbylu^^  1660;  and 
an  authentic  pi^Mor  mritteii  tnd  rabtcribed  by  hknself  upon  the  o^a^ 
sioB  of  faif  braig  stoned  by  the  retohition  nait^  in  1656,  fbr  his  ao*> 
oesnon  to  the  call  of  Mr.  Robert  Rule  to  be  hit  colleague,  after  the 
death  of  Mr.  BenneH  Be  alio  \rrote  ft  treaf^  on  Ri^ng  elderi 
anil  Dcaeone,  about  the  time  he  enlefed  into  tibe  ministry,  which  is 
nttfw  affixed  to  the  last  edition  of  his  counn  Mr.  WilUain  Guthrie's 
^  TOal  of  a  Saving  intereat  in  Oirist.'' 


JOHN  CAMPBELL,  BARL  OF  LOUDON. 

Thu  distingaidied  person  was  heir  to  8ir  James  Campbell  of 
Lawer,  and  hasband  of  Margaret,  Baroness  of  Loudon.  When 
Khoig  Charles  I.  eame  to  Seotlrad,  in  <»der  to  hate  his  oOifonation 
pes^rmed^*  he  dignified  sevtaral  of  ^e  Seots  nobility,  and  among 
the  rettf  this  nobleman  wfts  created  Eail  of  Loudon,  12th  Blay, 
1683. 

It  appemrs  that  from  his  youth  he  had  been  well  affected  to  the 
noesbyterian  interest;  for  no  sooner  did  the  second  ref<mnadon 
be^  to  take  air^  wUch  was  shout  the  year  1687,  than  he  appeared 
a  prittdpal  promoter  of  it,  and  that  not  only  in  joining  the  petitions- 
en,  aftsrwards  called  ihe  coiFenantera,  but  also  when  the  Goi^^ 
AssemUy  sat  down  at  Qhmgow  in  NoYetnber  1688,  by  attending 
the  same  in  dmost  erery  session  thereof;  in  which  he  was  of  great 
service,^  both  by  his  advice  in  difficult  cases,  and  by  the  excellent 
speechea  he  delhrered.  For  instance,  when  the  difference  arose  be- 
tween the  Msrquis  of  liunilton,  the  King^s  Commissioner,  and 
some  of  die  members,  aaent  choosii^  a  dent  to  the  Assembly,  the 
.  Marqois,  refusing  to  be  assisted  by  the  Esrl  df  Trfaquair  and  Sir 
Lewis  Stuart,  uiged  aerand  resaims  for  compliance  witii  fab  Ma- 
jesty's pleasure,  and  at  last  renewed  his  protest;  and  upon  this 
lionl  London,  in  name  of  the  commissioners  to  the  Ass^nbly,  gave 
in  reasons  of  a  venr  high  and  independent  strain,  ^y  the  Lord 
Commisrioner  and  his  assessors  cmght  to  hate  but  one  rote  in  the 
House.  Of  these  reasons  IVaquair  craved  a  copy,  and  promised  to 
1 ;  but  it  appears  he  never  found  Imsure  for  this  employ*^ 


*  H«  wai  erovind  on  tiie  Sch  of  June,  by  Spotttowood,  Archbishop  of  St  An* 
4rowi,  mbted  by  th«  Bishops  of  Ross  sQd  Mnrimx;  Luid,  thsn  Bishop  of  Lon- 
don, bad  the  dirsction  of  the  ceremony.  He  preached  in  the  Cliapel-royal,  and 
Insisted  vpon  the  benefit'of  oon^ormity,  and  the  vererenoe  doe  to  the  oeremootes 
of  the  Cbnrdi,  Sec  Bat  this  disooorse  was  fiir  from  being  to  the  minds  of  tha 
peopla«-.Ssa  Stafwsofr's  ISstory,  vol.  I.  Bennet's  Memorial,  p.  17a 
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.'  Abcmt  this  time  he  told  the  Kill's  G(mimttairaa*roimdly^ 
knew  no  other  bonds  betwijct  a  King  and  his  snlijects,  but  religton 
and  laws ;  and  if  these  were  broken,  men^s  liyeB  were  not  dev  to 
them ;  that  they  would  not  be  so ;  that  such  fears  were  past  witb 
them."* 

The  King  with  his  Bishops  being  galled  to  the  heart  to  see,  that, 
by  the  Assembly^  Presbytery  was  almost  restored  and  Prelacy  weU 
nigh  abolished,  he  immediately  put  himself  at  the  head  of  an  army, 
in  order  to  reduce  them.  The  Scots,  hearing  of  the  preparations, 
provided  as  well  as  they  could.  Both  armies  marched  towards  the 
border;  but  upon  the  approach  of  the  Scots,  the  English  wer« 
moved  with  great  timidity ;  and  there  ensued  a  pacification. — Com- 
missioners being  i^pointed  to  treat  on  both  sides,  the  Scots  were 
permitted  to  make  known  their  demand;  and  the  Lord  London 
being  one  of  the  Scots  Commissioners,  upon  his  knees  said,  ^^  That 
their  demand  was  only  to  enjoy  their  religion  and  liberties,  accord- 
ing to  the  ecclesiastical  and  civil  laws  of  tiie  kingdom."  The  king 
replied,  ^*  That  if  that  was  all  that  was  desired,  the  peace  would  soon 
be  made."  And  after  several  particulars  were  agreed  upon,  the 
King  promised,  *^  That  all  ecclesiastical  matters  should  be  decided 
by  an  Assembly,  and  civil  matters  by  the  parliament ;  which  Assem- 
bly shonld  be  kept  once  a-year.  That  on  the  6th  of  August  should 
be  held  a  free  General  Assembly,  when  the  King  would  be  present, 
and  pass  an  act  of  oblivion."  The  articles  of  the  pacification  were 
subscribed  by  the  commissioners  of  both  sides,  in  view  of  both  atin&Q8» 
at  Kirks,  near  Berwick,  June  18th,  1639. 

But  this  treaty  was  short  lived  and  ill  observed ;  for  the  King, 
instigated  by  the  bishops,  soon  after  burnt  the  pacification  l^  the 
hands  of  the  hangman,  chaiging  the  Scots  with  a  breach  of  tiie  arti- 
cles of  treaty,  although  the  Earl  of  Loudon  gave  him  sufficient 
proofs  to  the  contrary^  The  freedom  thus  used  by  his  Lordsh^  ne 
way  pleased  the  King ;  but  he  was  suffered  to  return  home,  and  the 
King  kept  his  resentment  till  another  opportunity.  ' 

In  the  mean  time,  the  General  Assembly  having  sat  down  at  Edin- 
burgh, August  12th,  Mr.  Dickson  was  chosen  moderator ;  and  at  this 
Assembly,  amongst  other  matters,  Messrs.  Ifenderson  and  Ramuy 
entered  upon  a  demonstration,  to  show  that  Episcopacy  hath  its 
beginning  firom  men,  and  is  of  human  institution.  Jfot  they  had  not 
proceed^  far,  till  they  were  interrupted  by  Traqnair,  the'  King's 
Commissioner,  who  declared  he  did  not  wish  them  to  go  into  any 
scholastic  dispute,  but  only  to  show  how  far  Episcopacy  was  con« 
trary  tc  the  constitution  of  this  church ;  whereupon  Lord  Loudon 
being  present,  did  most  solidly  explain  the  act  of  the  General  A* 
sembly  1580^  which  condemned  the  office  of  Bishops,  **  prior  to  the 
subscription  of  the  national  covenant,"  and  because  of  a  difficulty 
raised  from  these  words  then  used,  his  Lordship  observed,  that  in 
the  AssembUes  1560,  1575,   1576,   1577,   and   1578,  Episcopacy 


•  Vida  BailVe**  htttvn,  vdL  L  p.  69. 
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ctfooHB  stOl  under  GDBuder&tioii,  though  not  directly  as  to  the  office* 
yet  M  to  the  cormptioii,  and  hayiii^  enhtfged  npon  the  office  of 
bishops  as  without  a  wartant  from  the  word  of  God,  he  condudea^ 
— <<  As  we  have  said^  the  connection  between  the  Assemblies  of 
1574y  and  of  1581,  is  quite  dear ;  so  that  Episcopacy  is  put  out  as 
n  anting  warrant  from  the  word  of  God,  and  Presbytery  put  in,  as 
having  Uiat  divine  warrant;  and  was  accordingly  sworn  unto." 

The  same  day  on  which  the  Assembly  arose,  the  Parliament  sal 
down;  but  Ming  ifion  matters  that  did  not  correspond  with  the 
King's  desire,  Traquair  did  all  he  could  to  stop  them,  that  they 
might  get  nothing  do^e :  iqK>n.  which  they  sent  the  Earls  of  Duo* 
fermline  and  Loudon  to  implore  his  Majesty  to  allow  them  to  pro* 
ceed,  and  to  determine  what  was.  before  thenk  But  ere  these  two 
Lords  had  reached  the  Court,  orders  were  s^it,  dischaiiging  them 
in  the  King's  name,  from  coming  within  a  mile  of  him,  on  suppod- 
tion  they  had  no  eicpress  wanrant  from  the  Lord  Commissioner ;  so 
that  they  returned  home. 

Mean  time  the  parliament,  by  the  King^s  orders,  was  prorogued 
till  the  2d  of  June,  1640,  and  matters  continued  so  till  January 
1641,  when  the  Committee  of  parliament  having  obtuned  leave  to 
send  up  deputies  to  represetit  their  grievances,  did  again  commis- 
sion the  two  foresaid  Earb,  to  whom  they  added  Sir  William 
Douglas  of  Cavers,  and  Mr.  Barclay,  provost  of  Irvine.  On  theii* 
arrival  Uiey  were  allowed  to  kiss  the  King's  hand,  and  some  time 
after  were  i^pointed  to  attend  at  the  council«chamber ;  but  under- 
standing they  were  not  to  have  a  hearing  of  the  King  himself,  they 
craved  a  copy  of  Traquair's  infbrm^on  to  the  conndl  of  England ; 
which  was  denied.  At  last  the  King  gave  them  audience  himself 
upon  the  Sd  of  March,  when  the  Loni  Loudon,  after  having  ad- 
dressed his  Majesty,  showed  that  his  andent  and  native  kingdom 
was  independent  of  any  oUier  judicsctory  whatever :  and  craved  his 
Majesty's  protection  in  defence  of  religion,  liberty,  and  the  cause  of 
the  Church,  and  then  speaking  concerning  those  who  had  misrepre-? 
sented  or  traduced  his  most  loyal  Scots  subjects,  he  said,  *<  If  it 
please  God  for  our  sins  to  make  our  condition  so  deplorable  as  they 
may  get  the  shadow  of  your  Majesty's  authority,  as  we  hope  in  God 
they  will  not,  to  palliate  their  ends,  then,  as  those  who  were  sworn 
to  defend  our  rdigion,  our  recourse  must  be  only  to  the  God  of 
Jacob  for  our  r^uge,  who  is  the  Lord  of  lords  and  King  of  kings, 
and  by  whom  kings  do  rdgn  and  princes  decree  justice.  And  if,  in 
speaking  thus  out  of  zeal  to  religion,  and  the  duty  we  owe  to  our 
country,  and  that  charge  which  is  laid  upon  us,  any  thing  hath  es- 
caped us,  dth  it  is  spoken  from  the  sincerity  of  our  hearts,  we  fall 
down  at  your  Majesty's  feet,  craving  pardon  for  our  freedom." 
Again  having  eloquently  expatiated  upon  the  desires  of  his  subjects, 
and  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  he  thus  speaks  of  the  laws  of  God, 
ind  the  power  of  the  Church,  <*  Next,  we  must  distinguish  betwixt 
whe  Church  and  the  state,  betwixt  the  ecclesiastical  and  civil  power ; 
t>oth  which  are  materially  one,  yet  formally  they  are  contradistinct 
in  power,  in  jurisdiction,  in  lam,  in  bodies,  in  ends,  in  offices,  and 
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tflBoeni;  and  altkoogli  ih»  Cliiirdi,  «iid  eodetia«tioat 
tbereof,  be  fonn&lly  diffn«Bt  aad  cUstinot  from  the  pvliaaeiA  and 
ehri]  judicatories,  yet  there  fe  to  ttiict  and  necessary  a  ooAjanction 
betwixt  the  ecdeoastae  and  dvU.  jurisdiction,  bet^rixt  rdigion  and 
justice,  as  the  one  cannot  ftrmly  subsist  and  be  preserved  widioiit 
die  other,  and  therefore  they  most  stand  and  hX^  fire  and  die  to- 
gether,**  Stc  He  enhuged  fbrdier  ifpon  the  pririleges  of  bodi 
CSinroh  and  state,  and  tftm  eooehided  witii  raentioBiBff  dw  smn  of 

tiieir  desires, '^  that  yonr  Majesty  (sakh  he)  may  be  gradonsly 

pleased  to  command,  that  the  pariiament  may  proceed  freely  to  dc^- 
termine  aQ  these  artides  given  into  diem^  and  iHtttsoeyer  exeep*- 
tions,  objections,  or  informations,  are  made  i^init  any  of  the  par- 
tieolaar  overtores,  &c.  we  are  most  wiUing  to  receive  the  same  in 
writing,  and  are  content,  in  the  sacme  way,  to  retom  our  aiuwers 
and  humble  desires."* 

On  the  1 1th  of  March,  the  conmdssioners  appeared,  nd  pro- 
duced their  instructions;  whereupon  ensued  some  reasonings  be* 
twixt  diem  and  die.IQng,  during  widch  Archbishofr  Land,  wbo  sat 
OB  the  King's  right  hand,  was  observed  to  mock  the  Scots  Commis- 
sioners, causing  the  King  put  such  questions  to  diem  as  he  pleased. 
At  last  Traquair  gave  in  several  queries  and  objeedons  to  them, 
to  which  diey  gave  most  solid  and  sufficient  answers.  But  this  frurca 
being  over,  for  it  seems  nodiing  else  was  intended  by  the  Court 
than  to  entrap  the  oommissionei-s,  and  particularly  the  nc^ile  Eari» 
who  had  thus  strenuously  asserted  die  laws  and  liberdes  of  his  Goun« 
try;  diey  were  all  taken  into  custody,  and  the  fieri  of  Loudon  sent 
to  the  Tower  for  a  letter  alleged  to  Imve  been  written  by  him  and 
JMttt  by  the  Soots  to  the  French  King,  of  the  following  tenor : 

^  SlRB, 

**  Your  Majesty  bmng  tbe  refbge  and  sanctuary  of  afflicted  princes 
and  states,  we  have  found  it  necessary  to  send  this  gentleman,  Mr. 
Colvill,  to  represent  unto  your  Majesty  the  candour  and  ingenuity, 
as  well  of  our  acdons  and  proceedings  as  of  our  inventions,  which 
we  desire  to  be  engraven  and  written  in  die  whole  ^orid,  with  a 
beam  of  the  sun,  as  well  as  to  your  Majesty.  We  thereilMre  beseeck 
you.  Sire,  to  give  fidth  and  credit  to  him,  and  to  all  that  he  ^all 
say  on  our  part,  touching  us  and  our  afiairs.  Being  much  assured, 
Sire,  of  an  assistance  equal  to  your  wonted  clemency  heretofore^ 
and  so  often  showed  to  the  nadon,  which  will  not  yidd  die  glory  ot 
any  other  whatsoever,  to  be  etanaUy,  Sire,  your  Majesty's  most 
humble,  most  obedient,  and  most  affectionate  servant." 

This  letter,  Bays  a  histofianyf  was  advised  and  composed  by  Mon- 
trose, when  the  King  was  coming  against  Scotland  with  a  potent 
army,  transcribed  by  Lord  Loudon,  and  subscribed  'by  diem  two 
and 'the  Lords  Rothes,  Marr,  Montgomery,  and  Forrester,  and 


•  History  of  tht  Stuarts,  vol.  I.  f  lUd. 
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Qenerd  Ledie ;  but  tiie  trandatioR  beh^  leimd  ftolty  by  Lord 
Mftitknd,  and  otlnn,  it  was  dropped  altogether:  This  copy  wanted 
both  the  date,  which  the  worst  of  its  enemies  allowed,  and  a  direc- 
tion, which  the  Scots  confidently  afflnne^  it  never  had ;  Imt  fail- 
ing into  the  King's  hand  (by  nieeiw  of  Traqnair^)  he  intended  to 
raidce  a  handle  of  it^  to  make  Lord  Loudon  the  first  sacrifice.  The 
NoUe  Lord  being  examined  before  the  Council,  honestly  admow- 
ledged  the  hand^writing  and  subscription  to  be  his ;  but  said,  it  was 
beforo  tiie  late  padficatioa,  wh^i  his  M^esty  was  marching  in  hoi^ 
tility  against  his  native  ocinntry,  that  m  these  circumstances  it  seenied 
nec^sary  to  have  an  intercessor  to  mitigate  his  wrath,  and  they 
oould  tiimk  of  Bone  so  wdl  qualified  as  the  French  King,  being  th^ 
nearest  rdation  by  affinity  to  their  soT^tiign  of  any  ot^  crowned 
bead  in  the  world ;  but  that  being  thought  on  sbortiy  before  the 
arrival  of  the  English  on  the  border,  it  was  judged  too  late,  and 
tiierefore  was  never  eitiier  addressed*  nor  sent  to  the  Freni^ 
King. 

Notwithstanding  tiiis,  the  worst  designs  were  eherished  against 
this  Noble  Feer,  and  being  remaaJed  back  to  prison>  he  was  very 
Bear  being  despatched,  and  that  not  only  without  the  benefit  of  Im 
peers,  but  without  erven  a  legal  trial  or  conviction.  Burnet  acknow* 
ledges  *  that  the  King  was  adidsed  to  proeeed  capitdly  against  him ; 
hot  tiie  English  historians  f  go  still  fiurtirer  and  say,  that  the  Kjng 
about  three  o'doA  in  the  afternoon,  sent  his  own  letter  to  William 
Balfour,  lieotenaiit  of  the  Tower,  commanding  him  to  see  the  Lord 
Loudon*s  head  struck  ofi^  witidn  the  Tower,  before  nine  the  next 
morning  ;-*a  striking  demonstraticm  of  tiie  just  and  forgiving  q>iria 
for  whidi,  by  some.  King  Charles  is  so  much  eztoUed  1 1  Of  this 
command,  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  tiiat  his  Lordship  might 
prepare  for  death,  gave  him  immediate  notice :  an  intimation  awful 
hideedi  but  which  he,  knowing  the  justice  of  )m  cause,  received 
with  astonishing  composure  and  serenity  of  nund.  .  The  lientmiaat 
went  himself  to  the  Marquis  of  HamHton,  who  he  thought  was 
bound  in  honour  to  interpose  in  this  matter.  The  Marquis  and  the 
Uentenant  made  their  way  to  the-King,  who  was  then  in  bed.  The 
warrant  was  scarce  named,  vHbesn  the  King  understanding  their 
errand,  stopped  them,  saying,  **  By  6~*d,  it  shall  be  executed.'* 
But  the  Marquis  laying  bed^e  him  the  <idiousness  of  the  design  as 
being  a  Tiolation  of  the  safb  conduct  he  had  granted  to  that  noUe- 
man,  togetiier  with  tiie  dismal  consequences  tibat  were  like  to  attend 
an  action  of  that  nature,  not  only  in  respect  to  Scotland,  whii^. 
would  certainly  be  lost,  but  likewise  to  his  own  personal  safisty 
firom  the  nobiHty,  he  immediately  called  for  the  warrant,  tore  it, 
,8ttd  dismissed  tibe  Marquis  and  the  lieutenant  somewhat  abmptiy. 
After  this,  about  the  28th  of  June,  tiie  Earl,  upon  promise  of  com*' 
oealing  firom  his  brethren  in  Scotland  the  hard  treatment  he  had  aset 


^  Memoirs  of  the  Duko  of  HamHton. 
f  Boihworth'a  HifUvy,  tqI.  L     Qldmixon,  vaL  L 
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witli  from  the  King,  and  of  contributing  his  endeavoorB  to  £spOM 
them  to  peace,  was  liberated  from  his  confin^ent,  and  allowed  to 
return  home. 

But  things  being  now  ripe  for  a  new  war,  the  King  put  himadf 
the  head  of  an  army,  m  order  to  suppress  the  &ote.  On  tho 
other  hand,  the  Scots  resolved  not  to  be  behind  in  ^eir  prepara- 
tions, and  entered  England  with  a  great  army,  mostly  of  yeteran 
troops,  of  whom  many  had  served  in  Germany  under  Gnstams 
Adolf^ns.* — A  party  of  the  King's  forces  disputed  the  passage  of 
the  Tyne,  but  were  defeated  at  Newbum;  whereupon  the  Scott 
took  Newcastle  and  Berwick,  and  pushed  their  way  as  far  as  Dur- 
ham. In  all  this  the  Earl  of  Loudon  actied  tio  mean  part ;  for  he 
not  only  gained  upon  the  citizens  of  Ejdinburgh  and  other  places^ 
to  contribute  money  and  other  necessaries,  for  the  use  and  attpply 
of  the  Scots  army,  but  also  commanded  a  brigade  of  horse,  with 
whom,  in  the  £oreraid  skirmish  at  Newbum,  he  had  no  small  share 
of  the  victory.  The  King  retired  to  York ;  and  finding  himself  en- 
vironed on  all  hands,  appointed  commissioners  to  treat  with  the 
Scots  a  second  time.  On  the  other  side,  the  Soots  nominated  the 
Barls  of  Dunfemdine,  Rothes,  and  Loudon,  with  some'  gentlemeui 
and  Messrs.  Henderson  and  Johnston,  advocates  for  thedhurch,  aa 
their  commissioners  for  the  treaty.  The  two  parties,  upon  October 
Ist,  1640,  met  at  Rippon ;  iidiere,  after  agreeing  to  some  articles  for 
a  cessation  of  arms  during  three  months,  the  treaty  was  transferred 
to  London.  To  this  the  Scots  oomnussioners  consented  upon  a 
patent  granted  from  the  King  for  their  safe  conduct,  and  w^it 
thither.  And  because  great  hopes  were  entertained  by  friends  in 
England,  from  their  presence  and  influence  at  London,  the  Com- 
mittee at  Newcastle  appointed  Mr.  Robert  Blair,  for  his  dexterity 
in  dealing  with  the  Independents;  Mr.  Robert  Baillie,  for  his  emi- 
nence in  managing  the  Arminian  controversy ;  and  Mr.  Creorge 
G^espie,  for  his  nervous  and  pithy  confutation  of  the  English  cere- 
monies, to  accompany  the  three  noblemen,  as  their  chaplains ; 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Borthwick  followed  soon  after. 

After  this  treaty,  things  went  on  smoothly  for  some  time  in  Scot- 
land; but  the  King  not  relishing  the  proceedings  of  the  English 
parliament,  made  a  tour  next  year  to  Scotland,  and  attended  the 
parliament  there.  To  this  parliament,  previous  to  the  King's  arrival, 
Traquair,  Montrose,  and  several  other  incendiaries,  had  been  dted 
for  stirring  up  strife  between  the  King  and  his  subjects,  and  for  un- 
doing the  covenanters.  Some  of  them  appeared  and  some  appeared 
not.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  noble  Earl  of  Loudon  said  so  much  in 
&.vour  of  some  of  them,  discharging  so  e£Pectually  all  the  duties 
laid  on  him  last  year  by  Uie  King,  tkkt  some,  forgetting  the  obliga* 
tion  he  came  under  to  steer  with  an  even  hand,  b^^  to  suspect 
him  of  changing  sides,  so  that  he  was  well  nigh  left  out  of  the  com^ 
mission  to  England,  with  the  parliament's  agreement  to*  the  treaty. 


•  See  Dr.  Wdwood's  Memoln. 
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So  much  did  this  offend  his  Lordship,  that  he  tappUcated  the  parlia- 
ment to  he  examined  with  respect  to  his  past  conduct  and  negotia- 
tions, and  if  they  found  him  fmthfbl ;  which  grieved  the  members  of 
the  House  very  much.  The  House  declared,  indeed,  that  he  had  be- . 
haved  himself  £uthfully  and  wisely  in  all  his  pubUc  employments, 
and  that  he  not  only  deserved  to  have  an  act  of  approbation,  but . 
likewise  to  be  rewarded  by  the  Estates,  that  their  favours  and  his 
merit  might  be  known  to  posterity.     They  further  considered  that 
the  loss  of  such  an  eminent  instnmieut  coidd  not  be  easily  supplied. 
The  English  dealt  not  so  freely  with  any  of  our  commissioners,  as , 
with  Lord  Loudon ;  nor  did  ever  any  of  our  commissioners  use  so 
much  ingenuous  freedom  with  his  Majesty  as  he  did ;  and  he  be- 
hoved once  more  to  return  to  London,  with  the  treaty,  newly  re- 
vised by  the  parliament,  and  subscribed  by  the  Lord  President 
and  others. 

After  the  return  of  the  commissioners,  the  King  being  arrived  in 
parliament,  they  began  to  dignify  several  of  the  Soots  nobility  with 
offices  of  state ;  and  because  a  Lord  Treasurer  was  wanting,  it  was 
moved,  that  none  did  deserve  that  office  so  well  as  the  Earl  of  Lou- 
don, who  had  done  so  much  for  his  country.  But  the  King,  judging 
more  wisely,  and  thinking  it  was  more  difficult  to  find  a  fit  person 
for  the  Chancery,  resolved  to  make  the  Earl  of  Loudon  Chancellor, 
contrary  both  to  his  own  inclination,  for  he  was  never  ambitious  of 
preferment,  and  to  the  solicitation  of  his  friends.  And  to  make 
amends  for  the  smallness  of  his  fees,  an  annual  pension  of  £1000 
was  added  to  his  office. 

Accordingly,  upon  the  2d  of  October  1642,  this  Noble  Lord  did 
solemnly,  in  the  face  of  tlie  parliament,  on  his  bended  knees,  before 
the  throne,  first  swear  the  oath  of  allegiance,  then  that  of  a  privy 
counsellor)  and  lastly,  when  the  great  seal,  which  for  two  years  had 
been  kept  by  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton,  was  with  the  mace  delivered  to 
him  out  of  lus  Majesty's  hand,  the  oath  dtfiddi  administratione  officiL 
He  was  then,  by  the  Lion  King  at  Arms,  placed  in  the  seat  under 
his  Majesty's  feet,  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Lord  President  of  par- 
liament; and  from  thence  inmiediately  arose,  and  prostrating  him- 
self before  the  King,  said  '*  Preferment  comes  neither  from  the 
east  nor  from  the  west,  but  from  God  alone.  I  acknowledge,  I  have 
this  from  your  Mi^esty  as  from  God's  vicegerent  upon  earth,  and 
the  fountain  of  all  earthly  honour  here,  and  I  will  endeavour  to  an- 
swer that  expectation  your  Majesty  has  of  me,  and  to  deserve  the 
good-will  of  this  Honourable  House,  in  faithfully  discharging  what 
vou  both  (without  desert  of  mine)  have  put  upon  me."  And, 
idssing  his  Majesty's  hand,  he  retired  to  his  seat. 

This  was  a  notable  turn  of  affairs  from  the  hand  of  providence ; 
for  behold  t  he  who  last  year,  for  the  cause  of  Christ  and  love  of  his 
country,  in  all  sulmiission,  received  from  his  sovereign  the  message 
of  deadi,  is  now,  for  his  great  wisdom  and  prudence,  advanced  by 
the  same  anthorifty  to  the  helm  of  the  highest  affurs  in  the  kingdom ; 
which  verifies' what  the  wise  man  saith,  The  fear  cf  the  Lord  is  the 
begimmng  ofvyudoniy  and  before  honour  is  humility.    Prov.  xr.  SS. 
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As  soon  as  adnmoed  to  Aos  dBee  and  dignkf^  be  not  onlj  begaa 
to  exert  his  power  for  the  nUlity  and  wel&re  of  his  own  eoantry, 
bnt  eyen  next  year,  went  np  to  London,  and  importoned  hk  Majesty 
to  call  his  English  parliament,  as  the  most  expedient  way  to  brii^ 
about  a  firm  and  lasting  peace  betwixt  the  two  kingdoms.  And 
ahhongh  not  one  of  the  commissioners  sent  np  firom  Parliament  and 
the  Assembly  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  in  1643,  yet  it  is  evident 
from  a  letter  receired  from  them  while  at  London,  l^eaiing  the  date 
of  January  6th,  1645,  that  he  was  amongst  them  tha^  using  his 
utmost  endeayours  fbr  bringing  about  that  happy  uniformity  of  re- 
ligion, in  doctrine,  discipline,  and  church  government,  which  took 
phce  and  was  establishcKi  at  that  time. 

And  next  year,  before  the  King  surrendered  himsdf  to  the  Scots 
army  at  Newcastle,  Jjord  Loudon  being  sent  as  commissioner  to 
him,  after  Lord  Leven,  at  the  head  of  one  hundred  officers  in  the 
army,  had  presented  a  petition  upon  their  knees,  beseeddng  his 
Majesty  to  give  them  satisfection  in  point  of  religion,  and*  to  take 
liie  covenant,  he  in  pliun  terms,  accosted  the  KJng  thus ;  **  The 
diffinrence  between  your  Majesty  uid  your  parliament  is  grown  to 
such  an  height,  that,  aft^  many  bloody  battles,  they  have  your  Ma^ 
jesty,  with  all  your  garrisons  and  strong  holds,  in  their  hands.  Tliey 
are  in  a  capacity  now  to  do  what  they  will  in  chnrdi  and  state ;  and 
some  are  afraid,  and  others  unwilling  to  proceed  to  extremities,  till 
.  they  know  your  Majesty's  last  resolution.  Now,  Site,  if  your  Ma^ 
jesty  refuse  your  assent  to  the  propositions,  you  will  lose  all  your 
friends  in  the  House  and  in  the  city,  and  all  England  shall  jmn 
agiunst  you  as  one  man ;  they  will  depose  you,  and  set  up  another 
government ;  they  will  charge  us  to  deliver  your  Majesty  to  ^em^ 
and  remove  our  arms  out  of  England ;  and  upon  your  refusal,  we 
will  be  obliged  to  settle  religion  and  peace  without  you ;  which  will 
ruin  your  Majesty  and  your  posterity.  We  own,  the  propoca^ons 
are  higher  in  some  things  than  we  approve  of,  but  the  only  way  to 
establish  your  Majesty  is  to  consent  to  th«n  at  present.  Your  Ala-  ' 
jesty  may  recover,  in  a  time  of  peace,  all  that  you  ^have  lost  in  a 
time  of  tempest  and  trouble."  Whether  or  not  the  King  found  him  * 
h  true  prophet  in  all  this,  may  be  lefV  to  history  to  determine. 

He  was  agam  employed  on  a  similar  errand  to  the  King,  in  1648, 
but  with -no  better  success,  as  appears  frxnn  two  excellent  speeches 
to  the  Scots  pvliament  at  his  return,  concerning  these  prooeedii^ps. 
And  in  the  same  year,  in  the  month  of  Jime,  he  was  witii  a  handM 
of  covenanters  at  a  communion  at  Mauchline  muir,  ^ere  they  were 
set  upon  by  Callender  and  Middleton*8  foroes^  after  they  had  ghren 
his  Lordship  their  promise  to  the  contrary. 

Although  this  noble  Earl,  through  the  influence  of  the  Earl  of 
Lanark,  had  at  first  given  his  consent  to  the  King,  who  was  setting 
on  foot  an  army  for  his  own  rescue,  yet  he  came  to  be  among  those 
who  protested  agidnst  the  Duke  of  Hamilton's  unlawfbl  engagement; 
To  account  some  way  fbr  this, — He  had  previously  received  a  pro- 
mise  of  a  gift  of  tiends,  and  a  gift  sometimes  blindeth  the  ey^ ;  and 
especially  might  be  expected  to  have  this  effect  on  a  nobleman  whose  . 
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«wtato  WM  al  the  tine  somewhat  hardened ;  but  by  oeBvet  «iiig  with 
Mime  ef  the  proteetorsy  who  diaeovered  to  him  hii  BHstake,  he  was 
so  oonTinced  that  this  was  contraiy  to  his  trusty  thai  hp  sohaeribed 
an  admonitioii  to  more  steadfastness,  for  the  Commission  of  the 
Church,  in  the  high  church  of  Edinburgh. 

But  at  length  Charles  L  being  oaEocuted,  and  his  son  Charles  II. 
called  home  by  the  Scots,  a  new  scene  began  to  appear  in  1650 ;  for 
malignants  being  then  brought  again  into  places  of  power  and  trust, 
it  behoYed  the  Lord  Chaiioefl<w  (who  noTer  was  a  friend  to  malig- 
nants) to  demit.  He  had  now  for  nearly  ten  years  presided  in  par- 
liament, and  had  been  highly  instnuneBtal  ki  tiie  hand  of  the  Lord, 
to  estaMish  ia  this  nation  both  in  churdi  and  state,  the  purest  re- 
ibmation  that  erer  was  eAablished  in  any  country  under  the  New 
Testament  dispensation ;  but  he  was  now  turned  out,  and  Eari  Bur- 
lei^  substituted  in  his  place. 

In  what  manner  he  was  employed  during  the  time  of  Cromwelrir 
usurpation,  there  is  bo  certain  account ;  only  it  is  probal^  that  net- 
withstanding  the  many  struggles  he  had  in  asserting  the  King's  in- 
terest, he  mosdy  liTod  a  priyate  life,  as  most  of  the  noblemen  and 
gentiemen  of  the  nation  did  during  that  time. 

But  no  sooner  was  the  King  restored  to  his  dominions,  than  these 
lands  returned  back  unto  the  old  vomit  of  Popery,  Prdacy,  and 
Shirery ;  and  it  is  imposnble  to  express  the  g^ef  of  heart  this  godly 
nobleman  sustained,  when  he  not  only  beheld  the  carred  work  of 
the  sanctuary  cut  down  in  the  defacbg  of  the  glorious  structure  of 
reformation,  which  he  had  such  an  eminent  hand  in  directing  and 
building  up,  but  also  to  find  himself  at  the  King's  mercy  for  his  ao^ 
cession  to  the  same.  He  knew,  that,  next  to  the  Marquis  of  Argyle, 
he  was  the  butt  of  the  enemy's  malice,  and  he  Itfad  frequently  applied  * 
for  his  Majesty's  grace,  but  was  as  often  reftised ;  so  ^t  the  violent 
courses  now  carrying  on,  and  the  obvious  invasions  upon  the  libera 
'  ties  and  religion  of  die  nation,  made  him  weary  of  his  life ;  and  being 
then  at  Edinburgh,  he  often  exhorted  his  exceUent  lady  to  pray  £ist, 
that  he  mig^t  never  see  the  next  session  of  paiiiament^  else  he  might 
follow  his  dear  friend  the  Marquis  of  Argyle ;  and  the  Lord  was 
pleased  to  grant  his  request :  for  he  died,  in  a  most  Christian  man- 
ner, at  Edinburgh,  March  15th,  1652,  and  his  corpse  was  carried 
home,  and  interred  with  his  ancestors. 

The  most  exaggerated  pnuse  that  can  at  present  be  bestowed  on 
tins  renowned  patriot  and  worthy,  must  be  f&r  below  his  merit,  he 
was  possessed  of  such  prudence,  eloquence,  learning,  and  courage. 
Whidi  excellent  endowments  he  invariably  applied  himself  to  the 
support  of  our  ancient  and  admirable  constitution,  which  he  main- 
tained upon  all  hazards  and  occasions ;  on  which  account  he  might 
be  truly  accounted  the  chief  advocate,  both  for  the  civil  and  religious 
liberties  of  the  people.  To  sum  up  all  in  a  few  words ;  he  was  a 
most  exquisite  orator  in  the  senate,  a  refined  politician,  an  honour  to 
his  name,  an  ornament  to  this  nation ;  and  in  every  virtue,  in  politic, 
social,  and  domestic  life,  a  pattern  to  be  imitated*    And  aldiough 
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HIS  OFFSPRING*  hare  hitberto  all  along  retained  a  sense  of  their 
civil  liberties,  yet  it  b  to  be  lamented,  that  few  or  none  of  our  no* 
blemen  at  tl^  day  follow  his  example. 


ROBERT  BAILLIK 

Mr.  Robert  Baillie  was  bom  at  Glasgow  in  the  year  1599.  His 
&ther  was  a  citizen  there,  being  lineally  descended  from  Baillie  of 
Jerviston,  a  member  of  the  house  of  Carphin,  and  a  branch  of  the 
ancient  house  of  Laming^n,  all  in  the  county  of  Lanark ;  and  by 
his  mother's  side  he  was  of  the  same .  stock  with  the  Gibsons  of 
Durie,  who  have  made  such  a  figure  in  the  law.  He  received  his 
education  at  Glasgow,  and  at  that  university  plied  his  studies  so 
hard,  that  by  his  industry  and  geuius,  he  attained  the  knowledge  of 
twelve  or  thirteen  languages,  and  could  write  a  Latin  style,  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  learned,  might  well  become  the  Augustan  age. 

After  his  study  of  divinity,  he  took  orders  from  Archbishq)  Law, 
about  the  year  1622,  and  was  soon  after  presented  by  the  Earl  of 
Eglinton  to  tiie  church  of  Kilwinning.  When  the  reformation  began 
in  1637y  he  wanted  not  his  own  difficulties,  from  his  tenderness  of 
the  King's  authority,  to  see  through  some  of  the  measures  then  taken. 
— Yet,  after  reasoning,  reading,  and  prayer,  as  he  himself  informs 
us,  he  came  heartily  into  the  covenanters'  interest  about  that  time. 

Being  a  man  of  solid  judgment,  he  was  often  employed  in  the 
public  business  of  the  ChurdL  In  1638,  he  was  chosen  by  his  own 
presbytery,  to  be  member  of  the  memorable  Assembly  held  at  Glas- 
gow, where  he  behaved  himself  with  great  wisdom  and  moderation. 

He  was  also  one  of  those  who  attended  as  chaplains  to  the  army 
in  1639  and  1640,  and  was  present  during  the  whole  treaty  begun 
at  Ri{^n,  and  concluded  at  London.  What  comfort  he  had  in  these 
things,  he  describes  in  these  words :  "  As  for  myself,  1  never  found 
my  mind  in  a  better  temper  tium  it  was  all  that  time,  from  my  out- 
set until  my  head  was  again  homeward.  I  was  one  who  had  taken 
leave  of  the  world,  and  resolved  to  die  in  that  service.  I  found  the 
fiftvour  of  God  shining  on  me,  and  a  sweet,  meek,  and  humble,  yet 
strong  and  vehement  spirit,  leading  me  along."  The  same  year, 
1640,  he  was  by  the  covenanting  lords  sent  to  London,  to  draw  up 
an  accusation  against  Archbishop  Laud,  for  the  innovations  he  had 
obtruded  upon  the  Church  of  Scotland. 


*  HIa  foil  Jamet  Earl  of  Loudon  suffiered  much  after  his  father's  death  duriBg 
the  persecntini^  period ;  and  at  last  was  obliged  to  leave  his  native  country,  and 
died  an  exile  at  Leyden,  after  having  endured  a  series  of  hardships.  And  there 
are  recent  instances  of  the  truly  noble  and  independent  spirit  for  libierty  this 
worthy  fiunily  have  all  ahng  retained,  which,  we  dnubt/iot,  will  be  transmitted  to 
their  posterity. 
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He  WM  translftted  from  Kilwinning  to  be  professor  of  divinity  at 
Gbsgow^  wben  Mr.  David  Dickson  was  translated  from  thence  to 
the  divinity  chair  at  Edinburgh.  He  was  one  of  the  commissioners 
sent  from  the  Church  of  ScoUand,  to  the  Westminster  Assembly  in 
1 64dy  where  he  remained  almost  during  the  whole  time  of  that  As- 
sembly. And  after  they  rose,  as  an  acknowledgment  for  his  good 
services,  the  parliament  of  England  made  him  a  handsome  present 
of  silvOT  plate,  with  an  inscription,  signifying  it  to  be  a  toicen  ot 
their  high  respect  for  him.  This  not  long  since  was  to  be  seen  in 
the  house  of  Cambroe,  being  carefully  preserved ;  and  perhaps  it 
remains  there  to  this  day. 

By  his  first  wife,  Lilias  Fleming,  he  had  one  son  and  four  daugh- 
ters ;  by  hb  second  wife,  Principid  Strang's  daughter,  he  had  one 
daughter  who  was  manried  to  Walkinshaw  of  Barrowfield. 

About  this  time  he  vras  a  great  confident  of  the  Marquis  of 
Argyle,  the  Earls  of  Cassillis,  j^linton,  Lauderdale,  and  Loudon, 
Lord  Balmerino,  and  Sir  Archibald  Johnston,  Lord  Warriston, 
with  others  of  the  chief  men  among  the  covenanters.  He  thus  ob- 
tained the  most  exact  knowledge  of  the  transactions  of  that  time, 
which  he  hag  carefully  collected  in  his  letters :  as  he  himself  says, 
there  was  no  one  from  whom  his  correspondent  could  get  a  more  full 
narrative  of  the  events  under  Cromwell's  usurpation.  He  joined 
wiUi  the  party  called  resolutioners,  and  composed  several  of  the 
papers  belonging  to  that  side,  in  1661.  He  was,  by  Lauderdale's 
interest,  made  principal  of  the  College  of  Glasgow,  upon  the  re* 
moval  of  Mr.  Patrick  Gillespie.  About  this  time,  it  is  also  said,  he 
had  a  bishopric  offered  him ;  but  that  he  refused  it,  because,  says 
the  writer  of  his  life  prefixed  to  his  letters,  he  did  not  choose  to 
enter  into  a  dispute  with  those  with  whom  he  had  formerly  lived  in 
friendship.  But  this  was  only  a  sly  way  of  wounding  an  amiable 
diaracter ;  for  Mr.  BaUlie  continued  firmly  attached  to  Presbyterian 
government,  and  stood  in  opposition  to  Prelacy,  to  his  very  last 
Several  instances  could  be  brought  to  this  effect,  but  a  few  excerpts 
from  some  of  his  own  letters,  particularly  one  to,  Lauderdale  a  little 
before  his  death,*  may  effectually  wipe  away  that  reproach.  "  Having 
the  occasion  of  this  bearer,  I  tell  you  my  heart  is  broken  with  grief, 
and  I  find  the  burden  of  the  public  weighty,  and  hastening  me  to 
my  g^ve.  What  need  you  do  that  disservice  to  the  King,  which 
all  of  you  cannot  recompense,  to  grieve  the  hearts  of  all  your  godly 
friends  in  Scotland,  with  pulling  down  all  our  laws  at  once,  which 
concerned  our  Church  since  1633  ?  Was  this  good  advice,  or  will  it 
thrive  ?  Is  it  wisdom  to  bring  back  upon  us  the  Canterburian  times, 
the  same  desigfus,  the  same  practices  ?  Will  they  not  bring  on  the 
same  effects,  whatever  fools  dream  ?"  And  again,  in  the  same  letter 
downward,  he  says,  "  My  Lord,  you  are  the  nobleman  in  alL  the 
worid  I  love  best,  and  esteem  most.  I  think  I  may  say,  I  write  to 
you  what  I  {^ease.     If  you  have  gone  with  your  heart  to  forsake 


*Sm  Ihif  and  aoothtr  of  hit  letten  to  Landcrdale,  Wodrow't  HitCorj,  VoL  h 
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yonr  oorenaaC ;  to  counteiunioe  tlie  re^ntrodttdkioB  of  bulrap*  ind 
Woks,  and  ttrciigtiwMi  dw  King  by  your  advice  in  tliese  thnfiy  I 
think  yon  a  prime  transgressor,  and  liaUe  among  the  first  to  anaw^er 
for  that  great  sin,"  &c  And  when  the  ardibishop  came  to  Tisit  Urn 
when  on  his  death-bed,  he  wonld  not  so  mndi  as  gira  him  the  o^ 
peUation  of  Lord :  yea,  it  appears,  that  tiie  introduction  of  Prdacy 
was  a  mean  of  bringing  on  his  deadi,  as  seems  erident  from  his  last 
pnbHo  Icftter  to  his  consin  Mr.  Spang,  dated  May  1,  1662,  some 
weeks  hefote  his  deatk-^  After  seme  acoomit  tf  <he  west  eomitry 
ministsn  being  called  in  to  Edinburgh,  he  says,  **  The  g«ue  is  »ow, 
the  bishops  will  trouble  no  man,  but  the  states  tdfl  pnidsh  seditions 
ministers.  This  poor  Church  is  in  the  most  hard  taking  that  ew&r 
we  hare  seen.  Hiis  is  my  dslly  grief;  this  hatik  brongjkt  «U  my 
bodily  tronUe  on  me,  and  is  like  to  do  me  more  hirm." — And  v^ery 
shortly  after  that,  in  tdie  month  of  July,  he  gpot  to  his  rest  md  re- 
ward, being  aged  sixty-three  years. 

Air.  Rol^rt  BaiUie  may  very  jnsdy,  for  Ms  pref0imd  and  unitci^ 
sal  learning,  exact  and  solid  judgment,  he  aeoounted  amongst  the 
great  men  of  his  time.  He  was  an  honenr  to  Us  country,  and  his 
works  do  pndse  him  in  the  gates ;  among  these  are,  his  Scripture 
dironology,  written  in  Latin ;  his  Oanterbmian  8elf-«onTi«tion ;  his 
Parallel,  or  comparison  of  tiie  Liturgy  wiik  the  Mass-bo<A ;'  hk 
disBuasiye  against  the  Errors  of  die  Tmses ;  and  a  large  manuscript 
collection  of  historical  papers  and  letters,  oonsistibg  of  foor  yohnnes 
folio,  befinning  at  ^e  year  16S7,  and  ending  at  the  Restoratiett, 
never  hitherto  puUished.  To  htm  is  by  some  ascribed  that  book 
entitled,  Htttorta  notum  in  regno  Sootim^  cmnts  16S4— 1640 :  and  tf 
he  was  the  author  of  that,  then  also,  of  another  aaonymons  p^per, 
called  a  l^ort  relation  of  the  8tato  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  from 
the  Reformation  ef  religion  to  the  month  of  October  16Mw  Por^ 
from  ^e  prefiice  to  ^  last  mentioned  book,  it  appears,  thai  boA 
were  written  by  the  same  hand.  He  also  wroto  Landensium,  tti 
antidote  against  Aiminiankm ;  a  Rq>ly  to  the  Modest  Inqoirer, 
with  other  Tracts,  and  some  Scomons  on  other  occasions. 

In  the  life  and  now  published  letters  of  IMncipal  Bailfie  we  hare 
a  striking  proof  of  human  frailty.  Nay  more,  it  is  evident  from  these 
that  even  great  and  good  men  will  sometimes  be  biassed  in  jndg^ 
ment,  and  prejudiced  in  mind  against  ethers  more  faithful  thn 
tiiemselyes.  For  instsnce  those  very  noUemen  and  miniBters  to 
whom  he  g^ves  the  highest  praise,  as  being  the  prime  instruments  in 
God's  hand  for  carrying  on  the  work  of  refbrmation  betwixt  16S8 
and  1649,  no  sooner  became  remonstrants,  tlian  he  not  only  repre^ 
sentsthemtobeof  adiaracter  such  as  I  shall  foHbear  to  mention,  but ' 
even  gives  us  %  very  Attinntive  view  of  their  most  fhi^hfbl  oonlendinga 
in  that  time^  which  no  doubt  adds  nothing  to  the  credit  of  the  last 
ton  years  of  his  history ;  and  all  (torn  a  mistaken  view  of  the  con- 
troversy betwixt  those  protesrtors  and  his  own  party  the  reaelntionp 
ers ;  taking  all  the  divisions  and  calamities  that  befell  the  Church, 
state,  and  army,  at  the  time,  to  proceed  from  the  protestors  not 
conxrring  with  Uiem:  whereas  it  was  jost  the  revwwb    TWtakhig 
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of  Gkailfli  IL  dttl  adiMsticil  wmIcK  mi  hk  maligMQl  fm&m,  into 
dM  boMm  of  tli0  Clmrefaf  proyed  the  AdIwh  ib  the  cimp^  IblHfc 
hvonght  all  thate  m^  v^h  the  Chiii«h»  stale,  and  army,  at  and  abae 
that  tiBie.  Theae  proteitora  coald  not  submit  their  oonsdeocea  to 
the  irintraiy  dictates  af  the  poblio  reaolutionera ;  ihey  ooiild  not 
agree  to  ▼iolate  th«r  almost  newif  sworn  coTenant  by  approving  of 
the  adnissioB  of  these  wicked  maligaants  into  pobUc  phuies  of  power 
and  tnst ;  in  defence  of  which  many  of  them  jtmd  die  gibbet, 
banishment,  imprisonment,  and  other  excmciating  hardsh^: 
wheMMl  airvttal  hnadreda  of  the  reaohidoners,  on  the  very  irst  hbst 
of  temptedon,  inrolyed  themselTes  in  fearful  apostaoy  and  penury ; 
some  of  them  became  yioknt  persecutors  of  these  their  fiiithfiu  bm- 
tfaren,  and  not  a  few  of  diem  absolnte  aaonsters  of  iniquity.  The 
dreadful  effsels  of  diia  haire  dbnest  ruined  both  church  and  state  in 


ese  hnds ;  and  periiaps  this  same  maljgnant  iufctian  wiU  utterly  do 
at  last,  if  the  Latd  in  merey  preyent  not, 


DAVID  DICKSON. 

Mr.  Dickson  waa  bom  riKrat  the  year  1668.  He  was  the  only 
son  of  Mr.  John  Dick,  or  Dickson,  Merchant  in  Glasgow,  whose 
Ikdier  was  an  old  feuar  of  some  lands  in  the  baronv  of  Flntry,  and 
parish  of  St.  Ninian's,  called  the  Kirk  of  the  Muir.  His  parents 
were  religious,  of  a  considerable  substance,  and  were  many  years 
married  before  thmr  had  Mr.  David,  who  was  iJMr  only  cMd ;  and 
as  he  was  a  Samuel,  asked  ef  die  Lord,  so  he  was  early  deroted  to 
Um  and  the  ministry ;  yet  afterwards  the  yow  was  fbivct,  tin  Vro- 
yidence,  by  a  rod,  and  sore  sidmess  on  their  son,  brought  dieir  sins 
to  rememhraace»  and  then  he  was  sent  to  resume  his  studies  at  the 
Umversity  of  Glasgow. 

Soon  after  he  hi^  received  die  degree  of  Master  ef  Arts,  he  was 
admitted  professor  of  philosophy  in  nmt  oollq^e,  where  he  was  very 
usefiil  in  training  the  youth  to  solid  learning ;  and  with  the  learned 
Principal  Boyd  of  Trochrigg,  die  worthy  Mr,  Blur,  and  odier  pious 
mendieffs  of  ttiat  society,  hSt  pabu  weee  singularly  Uessed  in  reviy- 
11^  deoayed  serious  piety  among  the  youth,  in  that  dedining  and 
oormpted  time,  a  litde  after  the  imposition  of  Prelacy  upon  the 
Church.  Here,  by  a  reoommendation  of  the  Greneral  Aseembly  not 
long  after  our  reformation  from  Popery,  the  regents  were  ozuy  to 
eondnue  dght  yearn  in  liieir  profession;  after  whidi,  sneh  as  were 
found  qualified  were  lieensed,  and  upon  a  call,  after  trial,  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  holy  ministry ;  by  whidi  constitution  the  Church  came 
to  be  filled  with  ministers  well  seen  in  dl  the  branches  of  useful 
learning.  Accordingly,  Mr.  Dickson  was  in  1618,  ordained  minis^ 
ter  to  tte  town  of  Inine,  where  he  kbonred  for  about  twenty-three 
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Thai  same  year,  the  comipt  Anemblv  at  Perth  agreed  to  the 
five  articles  imposed  upon  them  by  the  King  and  the  prelates.  Mr. 
Didcson  at  first  had  no  great  scruple  against  £^piscopacy,  as  he  had 
not  studied  these  questions  mudi,  till  the  articles  were  imposed  by 
this  meeting,  and  then  he  closely  examined  them :  and  the  more  he 
looked  into  them,  Uie  more  aversion  he  found  to  them ;  and  when, 
some  time  after,  by  a  sore  sickness,  he  was  brought  within  Views  of 
death  and  eternity,  he  gare  open  testimony  €£  the  sinfulness  of 
them. 

But  when  this  came  to  the  air,  Mr.  James  Law,  ArcUishop  of 
Glasgow,  smnmoned  him  to  appear  before  the  High  ComnnssioB 
Court,  Jan.  9th,  1622.  Mr.  Dickson  at  his  attraaoe  to  the  mimslry 
at  Irvine,  preadied  upon  2  Cor.  t.  11.  the  first  part,  Ekowing  At 
terror  rfthe  Lord  we  persuade  men  :  and  when  he  perodred,  at  this 
juncture,  a  separation  at  least  for  a  dm^  he,  on  the  Sabbath  before  his 
compearance,  chose  for  his  text  the  words  immediately  following^, 
Bui  we  are  made  mantfesi  unto  God.  Extraordinary  powo*  and 
singular  movings  of  the  affections  accompanied  that  sermon.* 
•  Mr.  Dickson  having  appeared  before  the  Commission,  the  sum- 
mons being  read,  after  some  reasoning  among  die  Bishops,  gave  in 
his  declinature.  Upon  this,  some  of  them  whispered  in  his  ear,  aa 
if.they  fiftvoured  him  upon  the  good  report  they  had  heard  of  hia 


*  fiometliiM  prerious  to  his  compearaiioe  before  the  Comminioii,  Mr.  DidcMB 
was  called  Wore  the  Biihop  of  Glasf  ow,  when  a  conversation  ennied  of  whicha  moct 
interesting  and  characteristic  detail  is  given  by  Calderwood.  His  narrative  is  in 
anbstanoe  as  foDowa : 

On  the  6th  of  December  1622,  Mr  Dickaoii  being  In  Qfrngbw,  the  Bishop  ssnt 
for  him,  and  showed  him  that  he  had  received  a  letter  mm  the  Klitg  to  take 
order  with  him  and  some  others,  not  only  because  they  had  not  fulfilled  the  articles 
of  Perth  by  practising  the  ceremonies  therein  enjoined,  but  also  because  they  had 
done  what  lay  in  them  at  last  parliament  to  prevent  the  enacting  of  these  articles  by 
the  civil  kgisUtnre.  HeaUeged  he  vras  loath  to  trouble  him  because  he  vras  diligent 
in  his  ministry.  Tet  as  the  matter  so  stood,  it  behoved  that  either  he  or  hlinself 
should  be  deposed.  Blr.  Dickson  answered,  <'  If  ye  trouble  mo,  I  trust  In  God  I 
shall  have  peace  in  my  suffering."  The  Bishop  then  requested  to  know  his  reason^ 
wondering  that  one  who  had  taught  philosophy  should  take  such  a  course,  in  not 
obeying  the  articles  in  question.  Mr.  Dickson  then  said,  *<  The  first  reason  why 
I  may  not  obey  these,  is  because  there  Is  no  reason  wherefore  they  should  be 
oommanded."  The  Bishop  answeted,  that  In  refBrenoe  to  the  sobstanoe  of  reli^ 
gion  that  might  hold,  but  not  with  regard  to  oeremoniea. .  Mr.  DiokaoD  re^ie^ 
'*  that  in  matters  civil  which  concern  temporal  loss  or  gain,  the  not  seeing  a  rea- 
son for  the  commandment  is  not  a  sufficient  reason  to  disobey,  yet  in  matters  that 
concern  Christ's  kirk,  religion,  and  the  worship  of  Ood,  whether  in  substance  or  in 
ceremony,  whatsoever  Is  imposed  on  the  flock  of  Christ  universally,  and  to  be  prac- 
tised ordinarly  and  solemnly  in  and  about  the  worship  ot  God,  and  may  not  be 
omitted,  must  either  have  a  known  and  sufficient  reason  for  the  injunction  of  it, 
or  else  a  man  may  lawfully  refuse  to  give  obedience  to  it."  After  having  thus  de- 
bated the  question  for  some  time,  the  Bishop  again  threatened  him.  Mr.  Dickson 
said  that  he  had  entered  the  ministry  previously  to  the  date  of  the  assembly  at  Perth, 
and  since  that  time  had  been  considering  the  controversies  of  our  Idric  as  the  Lord 
enabled  him,  and  found  that  with  a  safe  consdenee  he  could  not  obey  these  In- 
Junctions  but  was  ready  by  the  grace  of  God  to  suffer  whatever  flesh  and  blood 
could  do  unto  kl«»^- 
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nunistry,  **  Take  it  up,  take  it  ap.*'-^Bnt  lie  aniswered  calmly,  <<  I 
laid  it  not  down  to  take  it  np  again."  Spottiswood,  Arch- 
bishop of  St.  Andrews,  adced  if  he  woi^d  snbscribe  it.  He  professed 
himsdf  ready.  The  derk,  at  the  Bishop's  desire,  began  to  read  it; 
but  had  scvcely  read  three  lines,  when  the  Bishop  burst  forth  in 
railing  ^leeches  fall  of  gall  and  bitterness;  and  turning  to  Mr. 
Dickson,  said,  **  These  men  will  speak  of  humility  and  meekness, 
and  talk  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  but  ye  are  led  by  the  spirit  of  die 
devil :  there  is  more  pride  in  you,  I  dare  say,  than  in  aQ  the  Bishops 
of  Scotland.  I  hanged  a  Jesuit  in  Glasgow  for  the  like  fault.*'  Mr. 
Dickson  answered,  "  I  am  not  a  rebel ;  I  stand  here  as  the  King's 
subject,  grant  me  the  benefit  of  the  law,  and  the  right  of  a  subject, 
and  I  craye  no  more."  But  the  Bishop  seemed  to  take  no  notice  of 
these  words.  Aberdeen  then  asked  him,  ^^hether  he  would  obey 
the  King  or  not  ?"  He  answered,  *^  I  will  obey  the  King  in  all 
things  in  the  Lord.'*  **  I  told  you  that,"  said  Glasgow,  <<  I  knew  he 
woidd  seek  for  a  limitation."  Aberdeen  asked  again,  ^<  May  not  the 
King  give  the  authority,  which  we  have,  to  as  many  sutors  and  tai- 
lors in  Edinburgh,  to  sit,  and  see  whedier  you  be  doing  your*  duty 
.or  not  ?'*  Mr.  Dickson  said,  ^*  My  declinature  will  answer  to  that." 
The  Archbishop  then  fell  to  nuHng  again,  '<  The  deril,"  said  he, 
^  will  devise,  1^  has  scripture  enon^ ;"  and  then  calling  him  knave, 
swinger,  &c ;  he  said,  that  he  onght  to  have  been  teaching  bairns  in 
ihe  school :  **  thou  knowest  what  Aristotle  saith,"  sud  he,  *'  but  thou 
hast  no  theology."  On  percdving  that  Mr.  Dickson  gave  him  no 
tide,  but  merely  called  him  Sir,  he  gnashed  his  teeth,  and  said,  <<  Sir, 
you  might  have  'called  me  Lord ;  when  I  was  in  Glasgow  long 
since  you  called  me  so,  but  I  cannot  tell  how,  you  are  become  a 
puritan  now."  lairing  all  this  Mr.  Dickson  stood  silent,  and  upon 
olie  occasion  lifted  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  which  St.  Andrews  called 
a  proud  look.  And  j^er  some  more  reasoning,  betwixt  him  and  the 
Bishops,  the  Bishop  pronounced  sentence  in  these  words :  <'  Wc  de- 
prive you  of  your  ministry  at  Irvine,  and  ordain  you  to  enter  in 
TurreflF,  in  the  north,  in  twenty  days."  "  The  will  of  the  Lord  be 
done,"  said  Mr.  Dickson,  "  though  ye  cast  me  ofiF«  the  Lord  will 
take  me  up.  Send  me  whither  ye  will,  I  hope  my  Master  will  go 
widi  me ;  and  as  he  has  been  with  me  heretofore,  he  will  be  with 
me  still,  as  being  his  own  weak  servant." 

He  continued  to  preach  till  the  twenty  days  were  expired,  and 
then  began  his  journey.  But  the  lijarl  of  Eglinton  prevailed  with 
the  Bishop  of  Glasgow,  to  allow  hira  to  come  to  Eglinton,  and 
preach  there.  Thither  he  came  accordingly,  but  the  people  from  all 
quarters  resorting  to  his  sermons  in  Eglmton's  hall  and  court  yard^ 
he  enjoyed  that  liberty  only  two  months ;  the  Bishop  sent  him  ano- 
ther charge,  and  he  forthwith  went  to  the  place  of  his  confinement. 

While  in  Turreff,  he  was  daily  employed  to  preach  by  Mr.  Mit- 
chel,  minister  of  that  place.  But  here  he  found  far  greater  difficulty 
both  in  studying  and  preaching  than  formerly.  After  tho  lapse  of 
some  time,  his  friends  prevailed  with  the  Bi^op  of  Glasgow  to  re- 
pose him,  upon  condition  he  would  take  back  his  declinature,  and  for 
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t¥at  purpose  wrote  Mir.  Didcson  to  eotte  to  Oangow.  He  eme  m 
desired ;  bat  though  many  wise  and  gradovs  persons  uiged  him  to 
yield,  he  could  not  be persoaded,  yea:  at  last  it  was  granted,  that  if 
he,  or  any  fiiend  he  pleased,  would  go  to  the  Bishop's  castle,  and 
either  lift  the  paper,  or  suffer  his  £nend  to  take  it  off  die  hall-taUe, 
without  seeing  the  Bishop  at  all,  he  mig^  return  to  Irvine.  But 
he  found  eren  this  to  be  but  a  jnggluig  in  a  matter  so  weighty 
in  point  of  public  testimony,  and  resolvcnl  to  meddle  no  farther  in 
the  business,  but  to  return  to  his  confinement.  Aeoording^y  he  began 
his  journey,  and  was  scarcdy  a  mile  out  of  town,  when  his  sool  was 
filled  with  great  joy  and  a  sense  of  God's  approbatioa,  as  to  what 
he  had  done. 

Some  time  after,  by  the  con^md  intercession  of  the  Earl  of 
Eglinton  and  the  town  ^  Irvine  with  the  Bishop,  liberty  was  ob- 
tained to  send  for  him,  with  a  promise,  that  he  should  be  allowed  to 
stay  till  the  King  himself  challenged  him.  Tlius  he  returned  to  his 
flodL  without  any  condition  on  his  part,  about  the  end  of  Jnly, 
1623. 

While  at  Irvine,  his  mimstry  was  singdaily  conntenaneed  of 
God,  and  multitudes  were  convinced  and  converted.  Few  who 
lived  in  his  day  were  more  instmmental  in  this  work,  so  that  peo- 
ple under  exercise  and  sool  concern,  came  from  every  quarter  about 
Irvine,  and  attended  his  sermons ;  and  the  most  eminent  Christians 
from  all  comers  of  the  dmrch,  joined  at  fats  commnnions,  wfakli 
were  times  of  great  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord.  Yea, 
not  a  few  came  frt>m  distant  places  and  settled  at  Irvine,  that  liMy 
might  be  under  the  drop  ^  his  ministry ;  yet  in  the  exercise  «f 
genuine  humility  he  obs^ved,  tiiat  the  vintage  of  Irvine  was  not 
equal  to  the  gleanings  of  Ayr  in  Mr.  Wdch's  tiiye.  In  addition  to 
h»  labours  on  Sdbbadi,  he  commonly  had  a  weeldy  sermon  upon 
Monday,  which  was  the  market  day  at  Irvine.  Upon  Sabbath  even- 
ings after  sermon,  many  persons  under  soul  distress  used  to  resort 
to  his  house,  when  usually  he  spent  an  hour  or  two  in  hearing  their 
cases,  and  in  directing  and  comforting  those  who  were  in  donbt  or 
despondency.  In  this  department  of  his  work  he  had  an  extraordinary 
talent ;  indeed,  he  in  a  fecial  manner  had  the  tongue  of  the  learn- 
ed, and  knew  w^  how  to  speak  a  word  in  season  to  the  weary 
soul.  In  a  large  hall  which  was  in  his  house,  there  would  sometimes 
have  been  scores  of  serious  Christians  waiting  for  him  after  he  came 
from  cfaurdi.  These,  with  the  people  firom  the  country  who  came  to 
market,  made  the  chnrch  as  throng  on  the  Mondays,  as  on  tbe  Lord's 
day ;  and  by  these  week-day  sermons,  the  fiunous  Stewartown  sickness 
(as  it  was  called)  was  begun  about  tkeyear  1630,  andspreadfr^mihooso 
to  house  for  many  miles  in  the  valley,  where  Stewartown  water  runs. 
Satan  indeed  endeavonred  to  bring  a  reproach  upon  those  who  were 
at  this  time  under  the  convincing  work  of  the  Spirit,  by  driving 
some  of  tiiem  to  excess,  both  in  time  of  sermon  and  in  fimiilies. 
But  the  ikord  enabled  Mr.  Dickson,  and  others  who  dealt  with  them, 
to  act  such  a  pmdent  part,  that  Satan's  design  was  in  a  great  mea^ 
sore  frustrated,  and  sMid,  seriovs  practical  religion  flourished  greally 
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iknt  lUs  titBBf  «Qder  the  Irndsliipt  of  Prdaof,  in  the  wett  of 
Scotland. 

About  the  year  16S0  and  16S1,  lonie  Soots  mnustera,  yis.  Liy- 
ingstone,  Blair,  and  odien,  were  settled  among  the  Scots  in  the 
BMth  of  Ireland,  and  were  remaricnbly  own^  of  the  Lord  in 
dieir  ministry  and  oomnranions  about  the  Six-mile  water,  for  renr- 
ing  religion  in  its  power  and  practice.  But  the  Irish  Bishops,  at  the 
instigation  of  the  prebtes  in  Scodand,  forced  these  worthy  men  to 
remove  for  a  season.  Af^r  they  were  come  over  to  Scotland  ao- 
oordin^y,  about  the  year  1637,  Mr.  Dickson  employed  Messrs. 
Blair,  LivingBtone,  and  Cunningham,  at  his  communion,  and  for 
which  he  was  called  before  the  H^  GommissioB;  but  the  prelates' 
power  beii^  now  on  the  dedine,  he  very  soon  got  rid  of  that 
trouble. 

Several  other  instances  might  here  he  given  of  Mr.  Didkson's  use^ 
fidness  in  answering  perplexbig  cases  of  conscience,  and  to  stodents 
who  had  a  view  to  the  ministry ;  as  also  of  his  usefulness  to  his  very 
enemies,  but  there  is  little  room  left  to  mention  these  particalars. 

In  1687,  Mr.  Dickson  brought  over  tibe  pre8b3rtery  of  Irvine 
to  suppticate  the  Council  for  a  suspension  of  the  Service  book. 
At  thtt  time  fonr  supplications  finom  different  <|^aiters,  met  at  the 
Council-house  door  anent  the  same  subject,  to  their  mutual  surprise 
and  encouragement ;  and  these  were  the  small  b^;innings  of  that 
hai^y  turn  of  tSsan  which  soon  after  ensued.  In  that  great  revo* 
lution,  Mr.  Dickson  had  no  smi^  share.  He  was  sent  to  Aberdeen, 
with  Messrs.  Henderson  and  Cant,  by  the  covena&teiS)  to  persuade 
that  town  and  county  to  join  in  renewing  the  covenimt,  and  was 
thus  led  to  take  m  great  part  in  the  debates  with  the  learned  DooUurs 
Forbes,  Barrow,  and  StMmld,  in  that  quarter.  These  being  in  prints 
need  no  farther  notice  at  present.  Again,  wheit  the  King  was  pr^ 
vailed  on  to  allow  the  free  General  Assembly  at  Gksgow,  in  No^ 
Yember  1688,  Mr.  Dickson  and  Mr.  Baillie,  £rom  the  presbytery,  made 
no  small  figure  there  in  all  tiie  important  matters  duU;  came  before  it. 
Mr.  Dickson  signalized  himself  by  a  most  seasonable  and  prudent 
spee<^  idien  his  Majesty's  Commissioner  direatened  to  li^ve  Uie 
Asiwmbly ;  as  also,  in  the  llth  Session,  December  5th»  by  another 
Most  learned  discourse  against  Arminiacnism.* 

By  this  time,  the  Lord*s  qiecid  countenancing  of  Mr.  Dickson's 
nunistiynt  Irvine,  and  his  great  prudence,  learning,  and  holy  seal,  came 
to  be  universally  known,  especially  to  mmisters,  so  that  he  was  almost 
unanimously  cbosen  Modmtor  to  the  next  General  Assembly  at 
Edinburgh,  in  August  1689,  and  in  the  10th  session  of  this  Assem- 
bly, the  city  of  Glasgow  presented  to  him  a  call ;  but  partly  be- 
cause of  his  own  aversion,  and  the  vigorous  opposition  of  the  Earl 
cf  £^giinton  and  his  loving  people,  and  mostly  on  account  of  the 


*  See  Am  flist  diMOone  in  StercnBon's  Hiftory,  f^  562. ;  and  the  li^  in  «1m 
AMtmmjHtammL 
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known  remarkable  usefulness  of  his  ministry  in  that  quarter,  tlie 
General  Assembly  continued  him  at  Irvine. 

Not  long  after  this,  however,  about  the  year  1641,  he  was  trans- 
ported-to  be  professor  of  divinity  in  the  University  of  Glasgow, 
where  he  not  only  did  great  service  to  the  church  by  training  up 
young  men  for  the  holy  ministry,  but  also,  notwithstanding  his  labo- 
rious work,  preached  on  the  forenoon  of  every  Sabbath,  in  the  High 
church,  in  which  office  he  for  some  time  had  Uie  learned  Mr.  Paitrick 
Gillespie  for  his  colleague. 

In  1643,  the  church  imposed  a  very  heavy  task  upon  him,  toge- 
ther with  Messrs.  Calderwood  and  Henderson,  viz.  to  form  a 
draught  of  a  directory  for  public  worship.  In  1647,  whilst  the  pes- 
tilence was  raging  at  Glasgow,  the  masters  and  students,  upon  Mr. 
Dickson's  motion,  removed  to  Irvine.  Here  it  was  the  learned  Mr. 
Durham  passed  his  trials,  and  was  earnestly  recommended  by  the 
professor  to  the  presbytery  and  magistrates  of  Glasgow.  .  A  very 
strict  friendship  consequently  subsisted  between  those  two  great 
lights  of  the  church ;  and  among  other  results  of  their  religious  con- 
versation, we  have  "  The  sum  of  Saving  Knowledge,"  a  tract  which 
is  grenerally  printed  with  our  (Confession  of  Faith  and  Catechisms. 
This  we  are  informed,  after  several  conversations  upon  the  subject, 
and  especially  as  to  the  manner  of  handfing  it,  so  as  to  make  it  use- 
ful to  vulgar  capacities,  was  by  Messrs.  Dickson  and  Durham,  dic- 
tated about  the  year  1650;  and  though  never  judicially  approved  by 
the  church,  it  certainly  deserves  to  be  much  more  read  and  practised 
than  what  it  at  present  is. 

About  this  time  he  was  transported  from  the  profession  of 
divinity  at  Glasgow,  to  the  same  work  at  Ekiinbnrgh,  and  shortly 
after  published  his  Preiectianes  in  canfessionem  fideiy  now  piinted  in 
English,  which  he  dictated  in  Latin  to  his  scholars.  At  Edinburgh 
he  continued  his  wonted  laborious  care  of  the  students ;  and  either 
there  or  at  Glasgow,  was  honoured  to  have  the  most  part  of  the 
Presbyterian  ministers,  afterwards  in  the  west,  south,  and  ^ast  paris 
of  Scotland,  from  1640,  under  his  inspection.  From  the  fbre-men- 
tioned  book,  we  may  perceive  how  great  was  his  care  to  educate 
them  in  the  form  of  sound  words,  and  to  ground  them  in  the  excel- 
lent standards  agreed  to  by  the  church  of  Scotland ;  and  hiq>py  had 
theur  successors  been,  had  they  preserved  and  handed  down  to  pos- 
terity, the  scriptural  doctrines  pure  and  entire,  as  delivered  by  our 
first  reformers  to  Mr.  Dickson  and  his  contemporaries,  and  by  him 
and  them  handed  down  without  corruption  to  their  successors. 

About  the  year  1650  and  1651,  !Mr.  Dickson  had  a  great  share  in 
the  printed  pampldets  betwixt  the  resolutioners  and  protestors  ;  he 
was,  in  his  opinion  for  the  resolutioners ;  and  most  of  the  papers  on 
that  side  were  written  either  by  him,  Mr.  Baillie,  or  Mr.  Douglas  ; 
as  those  on  the  other  side  were  written  by  IVIr  James  Gruthrie,  Mr. 
Patrick  Gillespie,  and  a  few  others. 

Mr.  Dickson  continued  at  Eklinburgh,  discharging  his  trust  witb 
great  diligence  and  fiuthfolness,  until  the  melancholy  restoration  of 
Prelacy,  upon  the  retom  of  Charles  II. ;  when,  for  refusing  the  oath  of 
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supremacy,  he  wu  with  many  other  worthies  tmned  out  of  his  liv- 
ing, and  seemed  as  if  his  heart  was  broken  with  the  sad  change  on 
the  face  of  the  once  filmed  reformed  church. 

He  was  now  encnmhered  with  the  cares  of  afamily ;  he  had  mar- 
ried Margaret  Robertson,  daughter  to  Archibald  Robertson  of  Stone- 
hall,  a  younger  brother  of  the  house  of  Emock,  in  the  shire  of 
Lanark.  By  her  he  had  three  sons ;  John,  cleik  to  the  Exchequer 
of  Scotland;  Alexander,  professor  of  Hebrew  in  the  college  of 
Edinburgh ;  and  Archibald,  who  lived  with  his  family  afterwards  in 
the  parish  of  Irvine. 

On  December  1662  he  fell  extremely  sick,  at  which  time  the 
worthy  Mr.  Livingstone,  now  suffering  for  the  same  cause,  though 
he  had  only  forty-eight  hours  to  stay  in  Edinburgh,  came  to  see 
bim  on  his  deathbed.  They  had  been  intimately  acquainted  for 
nearly  forty  years,  and  now  rejoiced  as  fellow  confessors  together, 
lyhen  Mr.  Ldvingstone  asked  the  professor,  what  were  his  thoughts 
of  the  present  atiEairs,  and  how  it  was  with  himself,  his  answer  was, 
*^  That  he  was  sure  Jesus  Christ  would  not  put  up  with  the  indig- 
nities done  to  his  work  and  people ;*  and  as  for  himself,  said  he,  **  I 
have  taken  all  my  good  deeds  and  all  my  bad  deeds,  and  have  oast 
them  together  in  a  heap  before  the  Lord,  and  have  fled  from  both 
to  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  him  I  have  sweet  peace."* 

Having  been  very  low  and  weak  for  some  days,  he  called  all  his 
family  together,  and  spoke  to  each  of  them  in  particular ;  and  hav- 
mg  gone  through  them  all,  he  pronounced  the  words  of  the  aposto- 
1j^  blessing,  2  Cor.  xiiL  13^  14.  with  much  gravity  and  solemnity, 
and  then  putting  up  his  hand,  closed  his  own  eyes,  and,  without  any 
straggle,  or  apparent  pain,  immediately  expired  in  his  son's  arms. 
Like  Jacob  of  old,  he  was  gathered  to  his  people  in  a  good  old  age,* 
being  now  upwards  of  seventy-two  years. 

He  was  a  man  endowed  with  a  singularly  edifying  gift  of  preach- 
ing ;  and  his  labours  had  been,  in  an  eminent  manner,  blessed  with 
8nccess.f     His  sermons  were  always  full  of  solid  and  substantial 


*  See  Mr.  Livingstone's  Memorable  Characteristics,  p.  81. 

f  Nor  was  it  merely  in  bis  public  labours  that  this  great  and  good  man  was 
characterized  by  zeal  and  blessed  with  success  in  his  Master's  work.  He  seems 
to  hare  been  erer  on  the  alert  to  promote  that  woric,  whether  **  in  season  or  out 
of  season  ;**  and  even  on  occasions,  wh?ch  by  many  would  be  deemed  the  least 
likely,  his  efforts,  it  would  appear,  wew  attended  by  success.  The  following 
anecdotes,  in  point,  which  have  been  communicated  to  the  Editor  by  a  clerical 
friend,  intimately  acquainted  with  the  histories  of  the  Worthies,  and  whose  name, 
were  he  permitted  to  mention  it,  would  add  authority  to  the  work,  will  be  read 
with  interest. 

On  on«  occasion,  when  riding  between  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Dickson 
was  attacked  by  robbers.  And  though  it  would  perliaps  be  too  much  to  say  that 
in  such  a  situation  he  was  altogether  lire  from  alarm,  yet  such,  notwithstanding, 
was  his  courage  and  self-coinmand,  supported  no  doubt  by  a  steadfast  faith  in 
the  protection  of  that  God  whose  servant  he  was,  that  instead  of  giving  way  to 
fear,  he  addnased  them  boldly  with  respect  to  their  souls ;  and  was  thus,  it  b 
■ai^  the  happy  though  it  might  be  remote  instrument  of  their  'H>iiTi>rftion. 
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matter,  rery  soi!^tanil,  and  m  a  very  fioMlkr  ityla ;  noi  low  bol 
extremdy  strong  and  affwttng,  being  fomeiribit  akin  la  tiie  ttfla  of 
the  godly  Mr.  Rutherford.  It  is  said,  that  seareely  any  minister  of 
that  time  came  so  near  to  Mr.  Dickson's  style  or  method  of  preach- 
ing, as  BIr.  Onthrie  of  Fenwick,  who  eqnaUed,  if  not  exceeded  him. 
His  works  are,  a  Commentary  on  the  Episdo  to  the  Hebrews,  in 
8vo.;  on  Matthew's  Gospel,  in44o.;  onthePmlmsof  Darid,  inSro.; 
on  the  Epistles,  in  Latin  and  English,  4to. ;  and  his  PrtBUcHoms  in 
tonftsmumtm  fidei^  or  Troth's  Victory  OTor  Error,  ftcu  in  folio ;  his 
TiierapeuUca  Sacra  ;  or.  Cases  of  Conscience  resolTed,  in  Latin,  4te., 
in  English,  8vo. ;  and  a  Treatise  on  the  Plfomises,  ISmo.,  jurinted 
at  DnbUn,  in  16Sa  Besides  these,  he  wrote  agreat  part  of  the 
Answers  to  the  Demands,  and  Duplies  to  ^Rqdies  of  the  Doctors 
of  Aberdeen,  in  4to. ;  and  some  id  the  pamphlets  in  defeiice  of  the 
public  resolationers,  as  has  beoi  already  obsenred ;  and  some  short 
poems  on  pions  and  serious  subjects,  such  as,  the  Christian  Sacrifice, 
True  Christian  Lore,  to  be  mmg  with  the  common  tues  of  IIm 
Psalms.  There  are  also  seytral  other  pieces  of  his,  mostly  in 
manuscript,  such  as  his  TyrmefaMicioitalMri,  supposed  to  be  dictated 
to  his  scholars  at  Glasgow  ;  Summamm  lihi  Jeioim;  his  Letters 
on  the  Resolutioners ;  his  first  paper  oo  the  public  Resdntions ;  his 
Replies  to  Mr.  Gillespie  and  Mr.  James  Guthrie;  his  Noupsepam- 
tion  from  the  well-affBcted  in  the  Army ;  as  also  some  sermons  at 
Irrine,  upon  1  Tim.  i.  5. ;  and  his  Precepts  fi>r  the  Daily  Direction 
of  a  Christian,  &c.  by  way  of  Catediinn,  for  his  congregation  at 
Irnne ;  with  a  Compend  of  his  Sermons  upon  Jeremiah  and  the 
Iiamentations,  and  the  first  nine  chapters  to  the  Romans. 


1"  He  had  abo  a  rtrj  eminent  |;ift  of  splritnal  oonTenation,"  nyt  a  rtry  to^oiu 
Christian,  (Mr.  James  Mitchell  near  Irvine.)  ^  I  happened  to  tniTel  from  Olaegow 
to  Falkirk  in  company  with  Mr.  Diokeon,  and  havinf  taken  oocaeioa,  from  dM 
hrightneai  of  the  day,  to  speak  d  tk&  g^oilea  of  hea?«i,  1m,  after  relatlDf  part  of 
his  own  experiences^  proeeeded  to  show  how  men's  own  rif  hteoosoess  b  often  a 
bar  in  their  way  of  beUering  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  and  to  prove,  from  the  first 
part  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  that  only  justification  thnragfa  the  imputed 
righteousness  of  Christ  was  suited  to  our  sinful  and  miserable  state  ^  nature,  thmt  it 
is  the  only  way  to  pacify  our  consciences  and  reconcile  us  to  God,  fin  us  with 
joy,  promote  our  true  sanetifioation  of  nature  and  life,  and  make  us  triumph  over 
the  acoiisations  of  Satan  and  the  fears  of  death,  Rom.  tUL  1.  Oh,  how  his  dis- 
oonrse^  especially  as  I  caused  him  to  repeat  i^  penetrated  into  my  very  h^rt ; 
upon  which  Mr.  Dickson  and  I  halted  a  littl^  and  solemnlj  thanked  the  Lord 
for  his  amazing  mercy  and  kindness  to  me." 

Such  frets  are  certainly  not  sufficient  to  justify  every  indirldnal  in  acting  simi- 
larly in  similar  drcumstances^  and  with  a  riew  to  the  like  results  N<^  are  they 
intended  to  suggest  any  such  conclusion.  But  certainly,  with  others  of  a  liks 
tendency,  tfaey  may  serve  to  show,  that  by  the  agency  of  men  distinguished  for 
their  graces  and  gift*,  God  is  pleased  sometimes  to  bring  about  results,  which, 
when  oontrasted  with  the  circumstances  in  which,  or  the  means  by  wiildi,  they 
ars  acoompUshad,  seam  to  be  almost  miraculoua. 
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SIR  ABCHIBALD  JOHNSTON,  LORD  WARRISTON. 

Ov  tke  ^rly  and  private  life  of  this  excellent  nobleman  little 
infoiDMlaoB*  it  ^pean,  has  been  traasmitted.  The  first  of  his  pub- 
lic appeaiances  in  &your  of  the  glorious  work  of  reformation,  com- 
mooly  catted  the  second  reformation^  was  about  the  beginning  of 
1638w  When  it  was  nndentood  that  Traquair  was  going  up  to  the 
V^mgf  the  depaties,  afterwards  called  the  coveaantersy  were  desirous 
that  he  ahoida  cany  up  an  information,  which  the LordBalmerino  and 
Mr.  Johnston  (afterwards  Lord  Warriston)  the  only  advocates  as 
yet  trifted  by  the  petitioners,  had  drawn  up,  and  present  the  same, 
with  their  suj^lioationf  to  his  Mi^ty.  But  IhMJi  of  these  being 
rejeeled»  and  orders  |^ven  to  Traquair,  to  publish  a  prodamation  at 
Ediabiirgfa  and  Stirlmg,  against  the  requisitions  of  the  covenanters, 
siztesn  o£  the  nobles,  with  many  barons,  gentlemen,  burgesses,  and 
mittiBters,  did,  after  hearing  said  proclamation,  cause  Mr.  Johnston 
read  a  protest  a«anst  it  And  die  same  year,  when  the  Marquis 
of  Hamilton  pnUished  another  declaration,  in  name  ci  the  Kmg, 
the  eovenanters  upon  hearing  it,  gave  another  protestation  in  the 
same  fboe  by  Bfr.  Johnston ;  whereupon  the  Eari  of  Cassillis,  in 
name  of  the  nobility ;  Gibson  of  Durie,  in  name  of  the  barons ; 
Fletcher,  provost  <£  Dundee^  in  name  of  the  buigesses ;  Mr.  Kerr, 
minister  of  Preston,  in  name  of  the  church ;  and  Mr.  Johnston,  in 
name  of  all  others  who  adhered  to  the  covimant,  took  instruments 
in  the  hands  of  three  notaries,  and,  in  all  humility,  offered  a  copy 
of  the  same  to  the  herald  at  the  cross  of  Edinburgh.* 

In  the  same  year,  uriien  the  famous  General  Assembly  sat  down 
at  Glasgow,  in  the  month  of  November,  Mr.  Henderson  being 
ehoeea  moderator,  it  was  moved,  that  Mr.  Johnston,  who  had  hi- 
therto served  the  tables  of  peti^ners  at  Edinburgh  without  reward, 
and  with  great  diligence,  skill,  and  integrity,  deserved  liie  office  of 
derL  A^r  much  reasoning,  ccmcemmg  him  and  some  others  put 
on  the  leet,  the  rc^  was  called,  on  a  vote  for  derk,  and  carried 
unanimoosly  for  Mr.  Johnston,  who  then  gave  his  oath  for  fidelity, 
diligence,  and  a  conscientious  use  of  the  registers ;  and  was  admit- 
ted to  all  the  rights,  pn^ts,  and  privileges,  which  that  office  had 
hitherto  enjoyed. 

Beinff  thus  installed,  the  moderator  desired,  that  all  who  had  any 
acta  or  books  of  former  Assemblies,  would  put  them  into  his  hands; 
whereupon  Mr.  SandihiUs  (formerly  derk)  exhibited  two  books, 
containing  some  acts  from  1592  to  that  of  Aberde^i,  in  1618,  &c ; 
and  beiiw  interrogated  concerning  the  rest,  he  solemnly  averred, 
that  he  had  received  no  more  from  the  Archbidiop,  and,  to  his 
knowledge^  he  had  no  other  belonging  to  the  church.  A  fiuther 
motion  being  then  made  by  the  Assembly,  towards  recovering  the 


*  8m  fardMr  of  Hmm  dedantioiis  and  protwCi  in  StevcoMii't  Hittorj  of 
Ckmh  M^  tet^  p.  Sei. 
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rest  wanting,  and  that  if  any  had  them,  they  shoidd  immediately 
give  them  up ;  Mr.  Johnston  gave  endence  how  deserving  he  was 
of  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  hy  producing  on  the  tahle  five  books, 
being  now  seven  in  all,  which  were  sufficient  to  make  vp  a  register 
of  the  church  from  the  b^inning  of  the  reformation;  a  dreamstance 
which  was  very  agreeable  to  the  whole  Assembly. 

In  the  24th  session  of  this  Assembly,  a  commission  was  given  to 
him  to  be  their  procurator,  and  in  their  last  session,  December  20, 
an  act  was  passed,  allowing  him  the  instruction  of  all  treaties  and 
papers  that  concerned  the  diurch,  and  prohibiting  all  printers  from 
publishing  any  thing  of  the  kind,  not  licensed  by  him. 

But  the  King,  being  highly  displeased  with  the  proceedings  of 
this, Assembly,  and  having  advanced  witfi  an  army  towards  the 
borders,  the  covenanters,  seeing  the  danger  they  were  exposed  to, 
were  compelled  to  raise  another  army,  with  which,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Leslie,  they  marched  toward  the  King^s,  now  en- 
camped on  the  south  side  of  Tweed,  about  three  miles  above 
Berwick.  Upon  their  approach,  the  English  having  begun  to  faint, 
the  King  and  the  English  nobility  desired  a  treaty.  This  was  rea- 
dily granted  by  the  Scots,  who  appointed  the  Earls  of  Aothes, 
Dunfermline,  and  Loudon,  the  Sheriff  of  Teviotdale,  the  Rer.  Mr. 
Henderson,  and  Mr.  Archibald  Johnston,  advocate  for  the  chnreh, 
as  their  commissioners  to  treat  with  the  English,  to  whom  his  Ma- 
jesty granted  a  safe  conduct,  upon  the  9th  of  June,  1639.  The 
Scots  having  made  known  their  demands,  condescended  i^on  seve- 
ral particulars,  which  were  answered  by  the  other  side ;  and  on  the 
17th,  and  the  day  foUowing,  the  articles  of  padfication  w^e  tub- 
scribed  by  both  parties,  in  sight  of  the  anniee,  at  Ksrks,  near 
Berwick. 

But  this  treaty  was  but  short  lived,  and  as  ill  kept :  for  the  very 
next  year,  the  King  again  took  arms  againRt  the  Scots,  who  also 
immediately  armed  themselves,  and  proceeded  to  England,  where, 
having  defeated  a  party  of  the  Ekiglish  at  Newbnm,  they  pushed 
their  way  as  far  as  Durham.  The  King,  finding  himself  iu  a  strait, 
the  English  supplicating  him  from  behind,  aud  the  Scots  with  a 
potent  army  before  him,  resolved  on  a  second  treaty,  which  was  set 
on  foot  at  Rippon,  and  conduded  at  London:  and  thither  Mr. 
Henderson  and  Mr.  Johnston  were  sent  as  commissioners  for  the 
church ;  in  which  affiur  they  conducted  themselves  with  equal  abi- 
lity and  candour.  Accordingly,  when  the  Scots  pariiament  sat 
down  this  year,  they,  by  an  act,  appointed  a  fee  of  100  merks  to 
Mr.  Johnston  as  advocate  for  the  church,  and  500  merks  as  derk  to 
the  Creneral  Assembly ;  so  sensible  were  they  of  his  many  services 
done  to  the  church  and  nation 

Next  year,  1641,  the  King,  having  fallen  out  wiUi  his  English 
parliament,  came  to  ScoUand,  and  attended  the  Scots  parliament. 
In  this  parliament  several  offices  of  state  were  filled  up  with  per- 
sons fit  for  them.  The  Earl  of  Argyle  beuig  put  at  the  head  of  the 
treasury,  and  the  Earl  of  |iOndon  made  Chancellor;  IVfr.  Johnston 
stood  fair  for  the  raster  office,  and  the  generality  of  the  well- 
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i096C6d  Ami^  H  Ae  jiast  reWaord  of  Ms  Ubourg ;  biiC  Ab  King, 
Leimoz,  Argyle,  Ac  behi^  for  Gibson  of  Dtirie,  he  carried  the 
prke.  Yet  Mr.  Jolmston's  disappointment  was  suppfied  by  the 
King^v  conferring  upon  him  the  order  of  hi^thood,  and  grdntin^ 
Um  a  oommiflsion  to  be  one  of  the  Lords  of  Sessiony  withananno^ 
^Bsionof£200. 

Daring  this  and  the  next  year,  A&.  (now  Sir)  Archibald  John- 
glon  had  leyeral  great  employments  committed  to  his  trust.  He 
irm  one  of  those  nominated  to  conserve  the  articles  of  peace  be- 
twixt the  two  kingdoms  until  the  meeting  at  parliament.  And 
tiien  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  commisnoners,  Wh0  were  sent  to 
London  to  negotiate  with  the  English  parliament^  for  sending  some 
relief  from  Scothmd  to.  Ireland,  immediately  Biter  the  Irish  rebel- 
Hoii.  WMle  at  London,  they  waited  on  his  Mnesty  at  Windsor, 
and  offered  their  mediation  oetwixt  him  and  his  two  Houses  of 
ParliBBieBt ;  bnt  for  this  he  gave  them  little  thanks.;  although  he 
fannd  his  misfoiBe  afterwards. 

Agun,  in  164S,  the  Genial  Assembly  having  sat  down  at  Edin* 
bnrgh,  they,  upon  the  motion  of  Sir  Archibald  Johnston,  their 
dei^  emi'^ed  a  dedanition  towards  joining  with  the  Englieh  paiw 
fiament.  For  tiiis  they  stated  a  rariety  of  reasons,  of  which  the 
foUowing  are  the  substance :  **  H.)  They  apprehend  the  war  is  for 
fefigion.  (2.)  T%e  protestaait  faith  is  in  dailger.  (3.)  Gratitude 
ibr  the  assistance  in  the  time  of  the  fdrmer  reformation,  required  a 
intable  return.  (4.)  Because  the  ohnrches  of  Scotland  and  Imgland, 
being  emboiked  in  one  bottotti,  if  the  one  be  mined  the  other  can- 
not^ siAsisl.  (5.)  The  prospect  of  an  ikmfbrmity  between  tiie  two 
kingdoms  in  disopline  and  worship,  will  strengUien  the  Protestant 
interest  at  home  and  Abroad.  (6.)  The  present  parliament  haj 
been  fi4endly  to  th^  Scots  and  might  be  so  again.  (7.)  Though  the 
Kkig  hadf  so  latdy  establidied  religion  amongst  them,  accordmgf  to' 
IhiAt  desire,  yet  they  could  not  codMe  in  his  roy^  declaration, 
haifhkg  so  ofteitf  found  his  actions  and  promises  contradictory  the 
one  to  ike  other."  These  reasons  tile  Estates  held  in  good  part, 
sad  suggested  others  of  their  own,  as  tiiey  saw  proper. 

The  Assembly  accordingly,  in  pursuance  of  this,  imon  the  arriyal 
^  commissioners  fitmi  the  Farl)uiment  and  Assembly  at  West- 
lAtister,  by  an  act  of  session  14,  commissioned  Messrs.  Henderson, 
DMgks,  ilutherford,  BaiUie,  and  Gillespie,  nunisters^,  John  Earl 
of  Cassili%  John  Lord  Maitland,  and  Sur  Archibald  Johnston  of 
W^arristOn,  rding  elders,  or  any  three  of  them,  whereof  two  should 
be  niinisters^  ^  to  repair  to  the  kingdom  of  England,  and  there  to 
defirer  th(e  dedaration  sent  to  the  Parliament  of  England,  and  the 
letter  sei^  to  the  Assembly  of  Divines,  now  sittmg  in  that  king- 
dom, and  to' propound,  consult,  treat,  and  conclude  with  that  As- 
sembly, or  any  commissioner  deputed,  or  any  committee  or  com- 
missioner deputed  by  the  House  of  Parliament,  in  all  matters  which 
may  further  the  union  of  this  island,  in  one  form  of  church*goyem- 
ment,  one  Confession  of  Faith,  one.Cateehism,  one  Directory  for 
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tlie  WonUp  of  God,  aopording  to  the  instrnctioiis  they  InTe  vo- 
€eiyed  from  the  Assembly,  or  shall  receiye  from  time  to  time  here* 
after,  from  the  commissioners  of  the  Assembly  deputed  for  that^ 
effect"  This  commission  was  again  renewed  by  sereral  acts  of 
subsequent  Assemblies,  till  the  year  1648.  And  it  appears,  that 
Lord  Warriston  not  only  used  all  diligence  as  a  member  of  the 
Westminster  Assembly,  for  bringing  about  the  uniformity  of  reli- 
gion in  worship,  discipline,  and  government,  but  also,  for  some 
time,  sat  as  a  member  of  the  English  parliament,  concerting  such 
methods  as  might  bring  about  a  firm  and  lasting  peace  betwixt  the 
two  kingdoms.  And  tlus,  which  then,  and  ever  ought  to  be,  reckoned 
a  noble  piece  of  service  both  to  church  and  state,  was  afterwardsi 
*  we  find,  accounted  high  treason  in  this  worthy  man. 

For  his  upright  and  faithful  dealing,  in  the  many  important  mat- 
ters committed  to  his  charge,  Lord  Warriston  had  already  re- 
ceived many  marks  of  favour  and  dignity,  both  from  church  and 
state;  but  to  crown  all  the  rest,  the  Scots  parliament,  in  1646 
made  an  act,  appointing  him  Lord  Advocate,  and  at  the  same  time 
giving  him  the  direction  of  the  committee  of  London  and  New- 
castle, and  of  the  general  officers  of  the  army,  which  is  a  still  fur- 
ther evidence,  whal;  a  noble  hand  he  had  in  carrying  on  the  blessed 
work  of  refonnation  I 

He  had  now  been  derk  to  the  General  Assembly  nnoe  the  year 
1638 ;  and  when  in  1650,  the  act  of  classes  b^ng  repealed,  where- 
by malignants  were  again  taken  into  places  of  power  and  trust,  Uie 
unhappy  dl£Perence  feU  out  between  those  called  protestors  and  re- 
solutioners^  Lord  Warriston  was  one  of  those  who  had  a  prindpal 
hand  in  managing  the  afiaira  of  the  former  party.  He  wrote  a 
most  solid  letter  to  the  meeting  held  at  St.  ^^ws,  July  18^  1651, 
which  appears  never  to  have  been  read,  and  respecting  which  con- 
aequently  the  protestors,  in  their  reasons,  proving  the  said  meeting 
not  to  have  been  a  lawful,  full,  or  fr^  General  Assembly,  have  the 
following  words :  <<  Sir  Archibald  Johnston,  derk  to  the  AssemUy* 
a  man  undeniably  faithful,  angularly  acquainted  with  the  acta 
and  proceedings  of  this  kirk ;  and  with  the  matters  presently  in 
controversy,  and  who  hath  been  useM  above  many  in  the  work 
of  reformation,  from  the  begbning,  in  all  the  steps  thereof,  bodi 
at  home  and  abroad,  having  written  his  mind  to  the  meeting, 
(not  bein^  able  to  come  himself,)  about  the  things  that  are  to 
be  agitated  in  the  Assembly,  and  held  out  much  dear  light  from  the 
B<»'iptures  and  from  the  acts  of  former  Assemblies,  in  these  particu- 
lars ;  albeit  the  letter  was  delivered  puUidy  to  the  moderator,  in 
fiioe  of  the  Assembly,  and  urged  to  be  read  by  him  who  pre- 
sented it,  that  the  then  moderator  did  break  it  up,  to  cause  it  be 
read ;  and  that  many  members  did  thereafter,  upon  several  occa- 
sions, aiKl  at  several  diets,  press  the  reading  of  it,  but  it  could  never 
be  obtained." 

And  further,  the  papers  bearing  the  name  of  representations, 
propositions,  protestations,  &e.  were  presented,  by  him,  in  con* 
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jimelion  widi  M«8sn.  Cwty.  Ro^ierfbTd,  IMagB^UntB^  dec  to  the 
ministen  and  elden  met  at  E^nbmgby  July  24,  1652/  And  when 
the  Marquis  of  Argyle,  at  London,  procored  an  eqnat  hearing  to 
the  protestors,  and  Mr.  Sin^Mon,  one  of  the  three  ministers  deposed 
by  the  Assembly  of  1651,  was  sent  up  by  them  for  that  purpose, 
in  the  beginnii^  of  1657,  he,  with  the  Rer.  Messrs.  Guthrie  and 
Gillespie,  the  other  two  who  had  been  deposed  by  that  Assembly, 
were  also  deputed  to  assist  Mr.  Simpson.* 

Lord  Warriston  had  now,  for  fire  years  or  more,  wresded  and 
acted,  with  all  his  power,  for  the  Kingf  s  interest ;  and,  being  a  man 
of  gnat  resolution,  both  spoke  and  wrote  openly  against  Scotch- 
men taking  offices  under  the  nsuiper :  but  being  sent  to  liondon  in 
the  foresaid  year,  1657,  as  already  stated,  and  Cromwell  being  fully 
senuble  how  much  it  would  be  for  his  interest  to  gain  sudi  a  man 
as  Warriston  OY&r  to  his  side,  he  prevailed  upon  him  to  re-enter  the 
office  of  Clerk-register ;  a  step  whidi  was  mudi  lamented  by  this 
worthy  man  afterwards. 

Mr.  Wodrow  relates  indeed  lliat  at  the  meeting  at  Edinburgh, 
which  sent  him  to  London,  he  to  die  utmost  of  his  power  opposed 
his  being  sent,  acq[uainting  diem  with  what  was  his  weak  side,  and 
that,  through  the  easiness  of  his  temper,  he  might  not  be  able  to 
resist  importunity,  yet,  after  idl,  he  was  peremptorily  named. 

To  account  for  his  conduct  in  this  it  may  be  obsorved : — His  fa- 
mily was  numat>us;  very  considerable  sums  were  owing  him, 
whidi  he  had  advanced  on  the  public  senrioe,  and  a  good  many  by- 
gone years*  salaries ;  and  he  was  thus,  through  importunily,  pre- 
vailed on  to  side  widi  the  usurper,  there  being  no  other  door  then 
open  for  his  relief.  After  his  compliance,  however,  it  was  noticed 
that  he  was  generally  sad  and  melancholy,  and  diat  his  outward 
affiurs  did  not  prosper  so  well  as  before. 

In  1660  the  King  being  restored  to  his  dominions,  and  die  noble 
Marquis  of  Aigyle  imprisoned,  orders  came  down  to  seize  Sir 
James  Stuart,  provost  of  Edinburgh,  Sir  Archibald  Johnston  of 
Warriston,  and  Sir  John  Chiesly  of  CarswelL  The  first  and  last 
were  apprehended  and  tried,  but  Lord  Wanriston  escaped  for  a 
time,  and  dierefore  was  summoned,  by  sound  of  trumpet,  to  sur- 
render himself,  and  a  proclamation  issned  for  seising  him,  pronusing 
a  hundred  pounds  Scots  to  any  who  should  do  it,  and  discharging 
an  from  concealing  or  harbouring  him,  under  pain  of  treason.  A 
most^  arbitrary  st^  indeed  I  not  only  to  oflPer  a  reward  for  appre- 
hending this  wordiy  gendeman,  but  declaring  it  treason  in  mny  to 
harbour  him,  and  that  without  anv  cause  assigned  I 

Upon  the  10th  of  October  fbUowing,  he  was,  by  order  of  the 
Council,  dodared  fugitive ;  and  on  the  first  of  February  next  year 
the  indictment  against  him  and  other  two  gendemen,  vis.  William 
Dnndas  and  John  Home,  was  read  in  die  House,  none  of  them  be- 


•  Sm  BWr*i  Mtmoin,  p.  121. 
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ieg'pffMeiit  WsnMdn  iVM Ibrfeiled,  mA  blft  Ibifekw^  {dbldy 
proclMiMdattkeGrutsofEiiiibiiiglu  The  primdpal  artklM  <^  his 
Midictnitiit  ^we,  hit  (Jfiftdbig  agaiast  Kewton  Chnrden,  when  he  had 
the  King's  exptwai  orders  to  pleaA  for  him ;  his  assisting  in  the  Act 
of  the  West  Kirk ;  his  drawing  o«t,  contriving,  or  consenting  Uh 
tfae  pi^r  called  the  Western  Bemonstranoe,  and  the  boek  eilled 
the  OwMfls  of  the  Liord's  Wradi ;  his  ritdng  in  parliament  asa  Peer 
in  Ei^jlandy  contrary  to  his  oath ;  his  accepting  the  office  of  Gerk- 
tfegsBter  £rain  the  nsorper;  and  being  prendent  of  the  committee 
of  sa&ty  when  Richard  Cromwell  was  laid  aside.  None  of  all  these^* 
however,  were  the  real  causes  of  this  good  man's  snierings.  A  per- 
sonal prejudice  and  piqve  was  at  tfie  bottom  of  all  these  bitter  pro- 
ceedings ;  fbr  the  godly  freedom  he  took  in  reproving  vice,  was 
what  conU  never  be  fiufpottan  or  forgiven.  In  reference  to  an 
occasion  on  which  this  boldness  was  diiqplayed,  Mr.  Wodrow  makes 
the  following  statement :  **  I  luuro  an  aeoeont  of  tins  holy  freedom 
Lord  Warriston  nsed,  from  n  reverend  minister  who  was  his  fhxp^ 
l^  at  that  time,  tod  took  froedom  to  advise  my  Lord  not  to  ad- 
ventmre  on  it:  yet  this  excellent  person,  having  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  honov  of  rriigion  more  in  his  eyes  than  hu  own  safoty, 
vvent  on  in  his  designed  reproof^  and  wonld  not,  for  a  compliment, 
qnit  the  peace  he  expected  in  his  own  conseience,  be  the  event  what 
it  wonld»  by  disbnidening  himself ;  he  got  a  great  many  frir  words, 
and  it  was  pretended  to  be  taken  well  from  my  Lord  Register ;  but, 
as  he  was  tM  by  his  well*wishers,  it  was  never  forgot"  As  to 
his  complianco  with  CSromwdl  he  was  not  alone  in  that  matter ;  the 
greater  paii  of  the  nation  being  involved  therein  as  well  as  he ;  and 
several  id  those  who  had  been  named  trustees  to  die  nsnrper,  were 
aU  disehaigad  fr^mn  Court,  except  himself  (who  was  now  in  Scot- 
land,) and  ordered  to  appear  before  ^e  parliament  at  the  sitting 
thereof. 

Afrer  the  sentence  of  forMlxnre  aond  death  had  passed  against 
him,  he  went  abroad,  to  escape  the  fruy  of  his  enemies.  Even 
there,  however,  did  tiieir  cnSfty  mslioe  follow  him ;  for  while  at 
Hamburgh,  being  visited  with  sickness,  it  is  said  tlmt  Dr.  Bate^ 
one  of  King  Charles's  {Aysicians,  intending  to  kill  him,  prescribed 
poison  to  hun  instead  of  physic,  and  then  caused  to  be  drawn  from 
him  sixty  ounces  of  blood ;  in  consequence  of  which  he  was  not  only 
hrought  near  the  gates  of  death,  but  ao  far  lost  his  memory,  that  he 
could  not  rememW  ^Hiat  he  had  said  or  done  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
befovcv  and  continued  ao  until  the  day  of  his  martyrdom. 

Yet  all  this  did  not  sati^  his  cruel  and  blood-thirsty  enemieic 
while  he  was  yet  in  life  tiiey  aought  hhn  carefully ;  and  at  last,  he 
having  gone  unadvisedly  to  France^  one  Ale»mder  Murray,  being 
despiUdied  in  quest  of  him,  apprehended  him  at  Roan,  while  he 
was  engaged  in  prayer,  a  duty  wherein  he  much  ddighted.  In 
January,  1.663,  he  was  brought  over  prisoner,  and  committed  to 
the  Tower  of  London,  where  he  continued  till  the  beginning  of 
June,  when  he  was  sent  down  to  Edinburgh  to  be  executed. 
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alLeilhoDdieSdiof tlMtmomht  wad  wai  cwnaiiAled  to  Ibe  toW 
l^th  (hP  Bdinburgli ;  front  wlimioe  h«  wm  btovglit  kefbiw  tke  par- 
Mament  ob  Ae  8tk  Jiify.  His  nspkew,  BUm^  Bmet,  ui  bis 
Iwtory,  saysy  «« he  wai  so  disordeied,  bolk  in  body  and  Blind,  H  was 
.  repixMEMsh  to  asir  forennMBt  to  proceed  agakigt  bim." 

Wbile  ait  Ibe  bar  of  die  House,  be  disc^ered  muik  weakaess  of 
taemoiy  and  judgment,  tiiat  almost  everf  pevsoa  kmeated  bim^  ex- 
cept indeed  Shsurp  and  the  otiier  hbkufpBf  who  scmdaioady  Mid 
bMelytriiiBipbedoTa',  and  pabHcIr  derided  bim.  Tbe j  seraaed  lbe» 
to  bare  forgottes,  tbok,  as  tbe  aBtbov  ai  the  Apologetical  Rdation, 
obserres^  <<  Lord  Warriston  was  once  in  case  not  oiiy  to  bave  been 
a  member,  birt  a  president  of  aajjndicatoiy  in  Europe;  and  to  bare 
spoken  ior  tbe  canse  and  interest  ^  dinst  htitme  kings,  to  the 
sti^ping  of  tbe  moi^ba  of  gainsayws*" 

It  appeared  that  many  oi  tbe  members  oS  paiMament  were  in^ 
dined  to  spare  bis  Bfe;  bnt  wben  the  qnestion  was  pnt,  whether  tbe 
thne  oflus  execatienriioidd  be  then  fixed  or  ddayed,  Land«rdale  in- 
terposed upon  casing  the  rolls,  and  ddrv«red  a  most  dreadful  speech 
for  his  presenit  execBtwn*  Sentenee  was  accmiliBg^  pronounced, 
that  he  be  banged  at  the  Gross  of  Edbiburgh,  on  the  92d  of  July, 
md  his  head  placed  on  tbe  Nether  Bow,  bemde  that  of  Mr.  Guthrie. 
This  sentence  he  received  with  suoh  medcness  as  filled  all  with  ad- 
miration; for  he  then  desired,  that  bis  best  blessings,  whaterer 
might  befUl  himself,  might  be  on  church  and  state,  and  on  his 
Majesty,  and  that  6od  would  give  him  true  and  Mthful  coun- 
eem>n« 

During  the  whole  time*  of  Ms  imprisonment,  be  was  in  a  most 
iqpirltual  and  tender  frame,  to  dke  eonviction  almost  of  bia  rery  ene- 
Moies ;  and  the  nearer  las  death  approached,  tbe  eompoenre  of  bis 
mind  became  tbe  more  eonffpiouons.  He  r^ted  agreeably  the  night 
before  hie  execution,  and  m  the  morning  was  fmi  of  conscdation, 
sweetly  expressing  his  assurance  of  being  dotbed  with  a  long  white 
itobe,  and  of  iKmng  a  new  sons,  in  pnuse  of  tbe  Lamb  put  into  his 
fliou^  Before  noon  he  dined  wi^  cbeerfolness,  ^  hoping  to  sup 
in  heaven,  and  to  drink  the  next  cup  fresh  and  new  in  his  Father's 
kingdetn." 

After  spending  some  tbne  in  secret  prayer,  he  was  taken  frt»m 
^son  abont  two  o'dodr,  attended  by  several  of  his  friends  in 
mourtfebg,  though  he  bimsdf  was  full  of  holy  dieerfblness  and  cou* 
rage,  and  in  perfect  serenity  of  mind.  When  come  to  the  scafibld, 
he  cafled  firei|tiently  to  the  people,  "  Your  prayers,  your  prayers." 
When  mounted  upon  it,  he  said,  **  I  entreat  yon,  quiet  yoorsdves  a 
tittle,  till  this  dying  man  dd^er  his  last  speech  among  you ;*  and 
desired  them  not  to  be  ofiended  at  hb  making  use  of  the  paper  to 
help  bis  memory,  it  being  so  much  impaired  by  long  sickness  and 
the  nudioe  of  ph3rsicians.  He  dien  read  bis  speech,  fint  on  the  one 
side  of  the  scaffold,  and  then  on  the  other.  In  this  q^eech,  after 
a  short  preamble,  stating  that  what  he  intended  to  have  spoken 
at  his  dealli^  waa  not  now  in  his  power,  it  being  taken  frxwi  him| 
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and  hoping  tke  hoti  would  prasenre  it  lo  bo  Us  teilfaiiony ;  ttaAag 
alfo  that  being  now  for  sometime  in  a  most  melandioly  dicamstance^ 
through  long  and  sore  sickness  and  loss  ai  Mood,  he,  in  the  first 
pkce,  confesseth  his  sins ;  pleads  for  fbrgiireness ;  bewails  his  oom- 
plianoe  with  the  osarper,  although,  as  he  said,  he  was  not  alone  in 
that  offence,  bat  had  the  body  of  the  nation  going  befiMre  him,  and 
the  example  ai  all  ranks  to  ensnare  him.  He  then  dedares  his  ad- 
herence to  the  covenanted  work  of  re&nnadon,  earnestly  desiring* 
the  prayers  of  all  the  Lord's  people ;  and  Tindicates  himself  from  bar- 
ing any  accession  to  the  late  Kmg'sdeath,  and  to  the' making  of  the 
change  of  gOTemment ;  and  ta^ng  the  great  God  of  heaven  to 
witness  hereon  him  and  his  accnsers.  And  at  last  he  oondnded 
nth  these  words ;  ^  I  do  here  now  submit,  and  commit  my  sonl  and 
H>dy,  wife  and  children,  and  children's  children,  from  generation  to 

Sneration  for  ever,  with  all  others  His  frioids  and  ^llowers,  all 
is  doing  and  sa£Feffing  witnesses,  sympathising  ones  in  present  and 
snbseqnent  generations,  nnto  the  Lord's  choice  mercies,  graces,  h^ 
Tonrsy  services,  employments,  enjoyments,  and  inheiitmenta  on 
^arth,  and  in  heaven,  in  time  and  aU  eternity ;  all  whidi  suits,  with 
all  others  which  he  hath,  at  any  time,  by  bis  Spirit,  moved  and 
assisted  me  to  put  np,  according  to  his  will,  I  leave  before  and  upon 
the  Father's  merciful  bowels,  the  Son's  mediating  merits,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit's  compassionate  groans,  both  now  and  for  evermore. 
Amen."* 

After'reading^  of  his  speech,  he  prayed  with  great  fSarvour  and 
liberty,  and,  hemg  in  a  rapture,  he  began  thus :  ^*  Abba,  Fstherl 
Accept  this  thy  poor  sinful  servant,  coming  unto  thee,  through  the 
merits  of  Jesus  Christ/'  Thai  taking  leave  of  his  friends,  he  prayed 
BgaiOf  being  now  near  the  end  of  &e  sweet  work  he  had  so  much, 
through  the  course  of  his  time,  been  employed  in.  No  ministers 
were  allowed  to  be  with  him ;  but  it  was,  by  those  present,  ob- 
served, that  God  sufficiently  made  np  that  want.  He  was  helped 
up  the  ladder  by  some  of  his  friends  in  deep  mourning ;  and,  as  he 
ascended,  he  said,  "  Your  prayers,  your  prayers.  Your  prayers  I 
desire  in  the  name  of  the  Lord."  Such  was  the  esteem  he  had  tor 
that  duty. 

When  ffot  to  the  top  of  the  ladder,  he  cried  out  with  a  loud 
voice,  <<  I  beseech  you  idl  who  are  the  people  of  God,  not  to  scare 
at  sufferiqg  for  the  interest  of  Christ,  w  stnmUe  at  any  thing  of  this 
kind  falling  out  in  these  days ;  but  be  encouraged  to  suffernnr  him, 
for  I  assure  you,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  he  will  bear  your 
charges."  Wlule  the  rope  was  putting  about  Ids  neck,  he  repeated 
thoM  words  again ;  addmg,  <<  The  Lord  hath  graciously  comforted 
me."  When  the  executioner  desired  his  forgiveness,  he  said,  **  The 
Lord  forgive  thee,  poor  man ;"  and  withal  gave  him  some  money, 
biddbg  him  do  his  office  if  he  was  ready ;  and  crying  out,  <'  O 
prayi  pray  I  PraisOy  praise,  praise," — he  was  turned  over ;  and  died 


•  Sm  KspUisU,  and  the  Appendix  t*  Wodnw't  Hktory. 
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dmoit  wlthanl  any  straggle^  with  bis  hands  lifted  op  to  hearen, 
wliither  his  soul  ascended^  to  enjoy  the  beatific  presence  of  his  Lord 
and  Sarionr  Jesoa  Christ. 

He  was  cat  down  shortly  after,  bis  bead  struck  off,  and  set  np 
Heside  that  of  his  dear  friend  Mr.  Guthrie,*  and  his  body  carried  to 
the  Grayfiiars'^  church  yard.  But  his  bead,  soon  after,  by  the  inte- 
rest and  intercession  of  Lieutenant-general  Drummond,  who  was 
married  to  one  of  bis  daughters,  was  taken  down  and  interred  with 
his  body. 

Tbus  stood  and  thus  fell,  the  eminently  pious  and  Ifamed  Lord 
Warriston,  whose  talents  as  a  speaker  in  ^e  senate,  as  well  as  on 
the  bench,  are  too  well  known  to  beliere  msisted  upon ;  and  who, 
for  prayer,  was  one  among  a  thousand  Tliough  for  some  time 
greatly  borne  down  with  weakness  and  distress,  yet  he  never  came 
in  the  least  to  doubt  of  his  eternal  happiness;  and  used  to  say,  **  I 
dare  nerer  question  my  salvation,  I  have  so  often  seen  God's  face 
in  the  house  of  prayer.**  As  the  last  cited  historian  observes,  <<  Al- 
though his  memory  and  talents  were  for  some  time  impaired,  yet, 
like  the  sun  st  his  setting,  after  being  a  whOe  under  a  doud,  he 
shone  forth  most  brightly  and  surprisingly,  and  so  in  some  measure 
the  more  sweetly ;  for  that  morning  he  was  under  an  effiision  of 
the  Spirit,  as  great  perhaps  as  many  have  had  since  the  primitive 
times.** 

He  wrote  a  large  diary,  vhich  yet  remains  in  the  hands  of  bis 
relations.  In  this  we  have  a  valuable  treasure  both  of  Christian  ex- 
perience and  matters  of  fact  little  known  at  present,  which  might 
be  of  great  use  to  the  history  of  that  period,  and  in  it  be  records 
his  sure  hopes,  (after  much  wrestling  in  which  he  was  mightily 


^  *  Ptelispt  this  maj  ht  tlie  proper  plaee  to  introdaoe  an  •btemttioa  formerlf 
otittad,  M  to  the  extraordinuy  het  mentioned  in  page  248^  retpeetins  the  Uood 
whidi,  weeka  after  hie  death,  waa  laid  to  have  dropped  from  Gutiirie'ahead.  It 
io  then  stated,  that  **  Middleton'a  ooaoh  comins  down  that  way,  aeTwal  dropa  of 
Uood  tdH  npoo  it,  whioh  all  their  art  oonld  not  eradicate,"  and  the  fiMst  has  abo 
been  recorded  by  Wodrow,  Burnet,  and  other  historians.  Now  that  it  was  then 
reported  and  beliered  there  can  be  no  donbt';  but  still  it  does  not  seem  to  come 
to  OS  with  soch  eridence  of  its  tmtl^  as  to  induce  a  well  founded  belief  of  a  mi- 
racnlons  interpositioD.  It  perliape  owed  its  credit  wHh  the  pnldie  to  the  long 
trafai  of  important  eenaetioeBoss  whleh^  Mr.  Guthrie's  death  might  appear  to  draw 
ahmf  with  it.  Hia  execution^  and  that  of  hia  companion,  may  be  held  as  the 
eommeneement  of  a  new  series  of  sufBerings  to  the  church  of  Scotland.  Much 
had  been  suffered  fWmi  the  pedantic  tyranny  of  James,  and  the  soUen  despotism 
of  Charles  I.  A  short  respite  had  been  e^oyed  during  what  ia  called  the  usur- 
pation of  OomweH ;  though  even  then  the  state  and  liberty  of  the  church  were 
lar  enough  from  being  what  die  fiithAil  desired  and  laboured  to  obtain.  ButaU 
-that  had  been  suflbred,  from  the  first  dawn  of  reformation,  was  as  nothing  in 
comparison  of  what  the  faithful  ]nresbyterians  of  Scotland  were  called  to  endure, 
from  the  Restoration  of  Charles  II.  in  1600,  to  the  Rerolution  in  1688.  Chariea 
himself  was  a  proBigate  debauchee;  and  he  committed  die  goremment  of  Scot- 
famd  to  men  of  little  character,  who  rereOed  in  the  precious  blood  of  God*s  saints, 
as  if  it  had  been  An*  mere  ^Nnrt  This  has,  abovo  aU  others,  been  called  the 
MsuffBring  period,"  in  Soothmd,  of  which  a  moat  am>la  aooonnt  la  to  be  fbond  in 
Wodrow'a  History.  W.  M*G 
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hebedy)  tiM  the  diiirch  of  Soodand  wonld  be  maiufestly^  idpltei 
and  freed  from  the  eyik  she  had  then  M\en  nnder.  Hb  numerous 
&mily,  whom  he  so  often  committed  to  the  Lord's  proyidence» 
were,  for  the  most  part,  as  wdil  prorided  for  as  could  have  been 
eipected,  though  he  had  continued  with  them.  And,  in  short>  in 
him  we  doubt  not  was  realized  the  animating  promise  of  the  F^th- 
frd  and  True  Witness.  He  that  overcomeA  shqll  be  clothed  in  white 
raiment^  and  I  will  not  blot  out  his  name  out  qjT  the  booh  ofl^e  :  but 
Iwillamfesa  his  name  b^ore  my  Father  and  his  angels* 


JAMES  WOOD. 

Shortly  after  the  year  1651|  we  find  that  Mr.  Wood  was  nuMb 
proyo9t  or  principal  of  the  old  college  of  St.  Andrews,  zf^  pne  of 
the  ministers  of  that  town ;  and  being  one  who  in  judgment  fell  in 
with  the  resolution  party,  there  was  unfortunately  some  difference 
betwixt  him  and  Mr.  Rutherford,  at  that  time  professor  of  divinity 
in  the  new  college ;  and  yet  the  Ift^er  had  erer  a  high  esteem  for 
Mr.  Wood,  as  appears  from  a  message  he  sent  to  him  when  on  hi^ 
deathbed,  saying,  ^<  Tdl  Mr.  James  Wood  from  me,  I  heartily  for- 
give him  all  the  wrongs  he  hath  done,  and  desire  him  frx>m  xp^  to 
declare  himself  the  man  he  still  is  for  the  government  of  the  church 
of  Scotland."  Aud  truly  he  was  not  deceived  in  him ;  Mr.  Wood 
Tfas  most  faithful  to  the  Presbyterian  government,  nothing  could 

E'ail  upon  him  to  comply  in  the  least  degree  with  abjured  Pre- 
.  So  far  was  he  from  this,  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  apostacy 
treachery  of  others,  whom  he  had  too  much  trusted,  particularly 
the  aggravated  defection  and  perfidy  ctf  Mn  Ebarp,  whom  he 
termed  Judas,  Demas,  and  Gehasi,  au  in  one,  when  he  had  fomul 
what  part  he  had  acted,  broke  his  iq>rigfat  spirit.* 


«  la  (noT  of  ihls  ihe  lUkwin^  aaeedtfte  ii  faotod  fhim  «lie  life  of  Veltch. 
Hftving  eome  to  £41nteifh  witk  the  {ratpoie  ef  Wng  lotrodueed  to  tbe  priioii,  to 
■ee  hie  liroClMr-iii-law«  Mc  Jolm  Cantaii%  1»f  vomdi  of  Mr.  Vetch's  inflnwiof 
with  the  CommiMioiiflr  Middleton ;  It  hei]ig4iivliig  the  aittiaf  of  the  fViianMnl 
in  1661,  end  hevini;  a  enrioeity  to  eee  Sharp,  whom  he  had  not  eeen  einoe  he  he- 
eune  Biehop,  he  requeeted  Mr,  Veitch  to  aooompany  him  to  the  ahop  of  one 
Okn,  where  It  wee  imderatood  that  Sharp  would  alight  The  Ar^kbUhop  ae- 
•  3fdiiig^  oaae  vp  In  die  CemmiMiooer'a  ooadi,  and  oemlng  fbvt  oat,  and  turning 
(NTlth  hii  head  unooveved  to  vecelte  the  Commiaioner,  they  had  a  full  view  of  hie 
ftee,  npoQ  which  Mr.  Wood  hxtked  irsry  eerioosly  s  and  then  with  much  emo* 
tioo,  uttered  theae  worda :  **  O  thou  Judaa,  apoetato  traitor,  that  hast  he<xayed 
the  famoue  Preabyteriancihiirch  of  Scotland  toite  utter  ruin,  aa  &r  as  thou  canst^-* 
If  I  know  any  thing  of  the  mind  of  Ood,  then  shaH  not  die  the  ordinary  and 
common  death  of  men.*'  And  though  thle  waa  spoken  eighteen  yean  before,  il 
waa  exactly  acoompUahed  in  1679.  See  Valtch'i  Liie  aa  kte^  pohUahed  under 
the  ausplcca  of  IXr.  M<Crii|,  ^  la 
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He  eontiiioed  in  the  exeroiie  of  tli^  fareg«l4  ofloet  mtaX  16^ 
when,  at  the  instigation  of  Bishop  Sharp,  he  received  a  chai^  tm 
appear  befons  the  Cooucili  to  answer  to  some  things  hud  to  }m 
charge :  for  though  Sharp  was  indebted  to  him  for  any  repntatioa 
he  had ;  and  was  nnder  as  great  obligations  to  him  as  one  man 
oonld  he  to  another,  yet  now  he  conld  not  bear  the  thought  of  his 
continuing  any  longer  there,  and  he  caused  him  to  be  cited  before 
(he  ConnciL 

On  compearing  he  was  interrogated — How  he  came  to  be  pro- 
vost of  the  college  of  Si.  Andrews  ?— When  he  began  to  answer, 
he  was  interrupted  in  a  very  huffing  manner,  and  commanded  to 
give  his  answer  in  a  word ;  it  i^peared  that  the  Archbishop  an#  ] 
others  present,  could  not  endure  his  telling  some  tmths  he  was  en*  i 
tering  upon.  He  told  them*  however,  he  was  called  by  the  fiiculty 
of  that  college,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  usurper,  "  as  some 
Vere,**  added  he^  (meaning  Bishop  Sharp),  *^  very  well  know.** 
Upon  ilus  he  was  removed,  and  a  little  aft^  called  in  again,  andhia 
sentence  intimated  to  him,  which  was,  **  That  the  Lords  of  Council, 
lor  the  present,  do  declare  the  said  place  to  be  vacant,  and  ordain 
and  command  him  to  confine  himself  within  the  dity  of  Edinburgh, 
and  not  to  depart  from  thence  until  farther  orders."  When  he 
heard  the  sentence,  he  told  them  he  was  sorry  they  had  condemned 
a  person  without  hearing  him,  whom  they  could  not  charge  with 
the  breadi  of  any  law.  In  September  following  Bishop  Sharp 
got  the  chaige  and  privileges  of  the  office ;  which  shows  that  he  had 
some  season  for  pushing  Mr.  Wofd  out  of  it. 

Upon  the  30th  of  the  same  month,  Mr.  Wood  presented  a  peti-> 
tion  to  the  Council,  showing, — ^That  his  father  was  extremely  sick, 
that  he  had  several  necessary  affiurs  at  St.  Andrews,  and  desired 
liberty  to  go  there  for  these  reasons.  Tiiis  petition  being  read, 
with  a  certificate  of  his  father's  infirmity,  the  Council  granted  license 
to  the  petitioner  to  go  to  St  Andrews  to  visit  his  f^er,  and  per-> 
fonn  his  other  necessary  afiairs ;  always  returning  when  he  should 
|>e  called  by  the  Council. 

Thus  he  continued  till  toward  the  b^inning  of  the  year  1664, 
when  he  took  the  sickness  of  which  he  died ;  and  though  he  suffered 
not  in  his  body  as  several  of  his  brethren  did,  yet  the  Ardibishop, 
it  appears,  was  resolved  to  ruin  his  name  and  reputation  after 
death,  if  not  soon^,  and  in  order  to  this  he  saw  meet,  once  or  twice, 
to  visit  him  when  on  his  death-bed.  He  was  now  extremely  low  in 
body,  and  spoke  v^ry  little  to  the  Primate,  and  nothing  at  idl  about 
the  changes  made  in  the  state  of  public  affiurs.  However,  the  con- 
sequence of  these  visits  was, — that  Sharp  spread  a  mmonr,  to  the 
effect  that  Mr.  Wood,  being  now  under  views  of  death  and  eterni- 
ty, professed  himself  very  indifferent  as  to  church  government,  and 
declared  himself  as  much  for  Episcopacy  as  Presbytery ;  nay,  he 
boldly  asserted,  that  he  had  declared  to  himself,  that  I^byteriaa 
government  was  indifferent,  and  alterable  at  the  {Measure  of  the 
Magistrate ;  and  even  had  the  impudence,  says  Wodrow,  to  writ^ 
an  account  of  this  to  Court  before  Mr.  Wood's  death*  Thisi  latter  cir^ 
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•  eamstanoe  indeed  wae  in  lo  far  fbrtaiiate,  for  die  report  coming  to 
the  ears  of  this  good  man,  added  grief  to  all  liis  other  sorrows,  and 
he  oonld  have  no  rest  till  he  yindicated  himself  from  the  calomny, 
by  a  solemn  testimony,  which  he  himself  dictated  and  subscribed 
upon  the  2d  of  March,  before  two  witnesses  and  a  public  notary. 
ITus  testimony,  being  bmnt  by  order  of  the  high  commission,  m 
April  following,  desenres  a  place  here. 

**  I  James  Wood,  being  yery  shortly,  by  appearance,  to  render 
up  my  spirit  to  the  Lord,  find  myself  obliged  to  leaye  a  word  behind 
me,  for  my  yindication  before  the  world.  It  hath  been  said  o£  me, 
that  I  haye,  in  word  at  least,  departed  from  my  wonted  zeal  for  the 
Presbyterian  goyemment,  expressing  myself  concerning  it,  as  if  it 
were  a  matter  not  to  be  accounted  of,  and  that  no  man  should 
trouble  himself  therefore  in  matter  of  pracfeioe.  Surely  any  Chris- 
tian that  knows  me  in  this  kirk,  will  judge  that  diis  is  a  wrong  done 
to  me.  It  is  true,  that  I  being  under  sickness,  haye  said  sometimes, 
in  conference  about  my  soul  s  state,  that  I  was  taken  up  about 
greater  business  than  any  thing  of  that  kind ;  and  what  wonder  I 
said  so,  being  under  such  wrestling  anent  my  interest  in  Jesus 
Christ,  which  is  a  matter  of  fat  greater  concernment  than  any  ex- 
ternal ordinance  ?  But  for  my  estimation  of  Presbyterian  goyem- 
ment, the  Lord  knoweth,  that  since  the  day  he  conyinced  my  heart, 
which  was  by  a  strong  hand,  that  it  is  the  ordinance  of  God,  ap- 
pointed by  JfiBUB  Christ,  for  goyeming  and  ordering  his  yisible 
church,  I  neyer  had  the  least  chuige  of  thought  concerning  tiie  ne- 
cessity of  it,  nor  of  the  necessity  of  the  use  of  it.  And  I  declare 
before  God  and  the  world,  tiiat  I  still  account  so  of  it ;  and  that, 
boweyer  ^&re  may  be  some  more  precious  ordinances,  that  is  so 
precious,  that  a  true  Christian  is  obliged  to  lay  down  his  life  for  the 
profession  thereof,  if  the  Lord  shall  see  meet  to  put  him  to  trial ; 
and  for  myself,  if  I  were  to  liye,  I  would  account  it  my  glory  to 
seal  this  word  of  my  testimony  witii  my  blood.  Of  this  declaration 
I  teke  God,  angels,  and  men,  to  be  my  witnesses ;  and  haye  sub- 
scribed these  presents,  at  St.  Andrews,  on  the  2d  March,  1664>» 
about  seyen  hours  in  the  afternoon,  before  these  witnesses,  See. 

Mr.  William  Tullidapv, 

Mr.  John  Carstairs,* 

John  Pitcairn,  WrUer.  Jambs  Wood."* 


*  In  a  letter  by  this  emioent  indiTidnal,  which  tb«  curioof  roader  wiD  find  in 
the  appnidix  to  Dr.  M'Crie's  edition  of  the  livee  of  Veltch  and  BryMoo,  we  have 
a  Tery  interesting  account,  and  a  very  ooni|dete  yindication  of  the  deed  to  which,  ae 
a  witneasy  hie  name  It  here  annexed.  Mr.  Caretaire,  ae  already  mentioned,  wae 
brother-in-law  to  Mr.  Wood.  He  had  been  minister  in  the  High  Charch  of 
Glasgow,  Imt  like  many  others  was  now  ousted  ham  his  diarge.  In  these  cir- 
eumstanoes  he  was  called  to  be  present  at  the  death-bed  of  his  £riend,  and  tat  thi% 
and  his  signing  the  abore  testimony,  he  was  soon  after  dted  to  appear  befors  the 
Coundl.  It  was  in  reference  to  this  summons  that  he  wrote  the  letter  in  qnsitio^ 
to  the  then  ChanoeUoiv  in  whidi»  as  wt  ha^e  said,  by  an  aflecting  detafl  of  the  d»- 
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Aftar  ihb  hb  «tlere3  many  heaTenly  expreisimii  to  persons  who 
came  to  see  him,  all  setting  forth  the  sweet  experience  of  his  sonl, 
nntily  npon  the  5th  of  March^  he  made  a  happy  and  glorions  exit, 
exchanging  this  present  life  for  a  crown  of  righteousness. 

Mr.  Wood  was  among  the  bri§^itest  lights  of  that  period.  He 
had  been  coUeagne  to  Mr.  Sharp,  and  a^  the  Restoration,  he  la- 
mented mnch  that  he  had  been  so  long  deceired  by  that  unhi^py 
man.  It  is  also  said,  that  before  his  death  he  lamented  much  his 
having  taken  part  with  the  puUic  resolntioners. 

«  I  hare  been  informed,''  says  Wodrow,  <<  that  he  left  some  very 
Talnable  manuscripts  behind  him,  particularly  a  complete  refutation 
of  the  Arminian  scheme  of  doctrine,  ready  for  the  press,  which 
doubtless,  if  published,  would  be  of  no  small  use  in  this  age,  when 
Arminianism  hath  so  for  got  the  ascendant."  He  also  refuted  the 
Independents,  and  asserted  Presbytenal  goTomment,  as  is  evident 
from  his  work  written  in  opposition  to  I^cholas  Loclder's  **  lAtde 
Stone  hewed  out  of  the  Mountaiut"  and  his  other  books  that  are  in 
print. 


WILLIAM  GUTHRIE. 

Mr,  William  Guthrie  was  bom  at  Pitfrothy  in  Angus-shire  in 
1620.  His  father  was  laird  of  Pitfrothy,  and  a  branch  of  the  ancient 
fomily  of  Guthrie,  and  by  Uie  mother's  side  he  was  descended  from 
the  house  of  Easter  Ogle,  of  which  she  was  a  daughter.  God 
blessed  his  paraits  with  a  numerous  ofispring ;  for  he  had  three 
sisters  german  and  four  brothers.  All  his  brothm,  except  one,  de- 
dicated themidelTes  to  the  service  of  the  gospel  of  Christ.  Of  these 
Mr.  Robert,  though  licensed  to  preach,  was  never  ordained  to  the 
charge  of  a  parish ;  his  tender  constitution  and  numerous  infirmities 
rendering  hun  unfit  for  it,  and  shortly  bringing  him  to  the  end  of 
his  days ;  Mr.  Alexander  was  minister  of  Strickathrow  in  Uie  presby- 
tery of  Brechin,  about  1645,  and  he  continued  a  pious  and  usefol 
labourer  in  the  work  of  the  i^ospel,  till  Uie  introduction  of  Prelacy, 
a  change  which  afiected  him  in  the  tenderest  manner,  and  was 
thought  to  have  hastened  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1661 ;  and 
Mr.  John,  the  youngest,  was  minister  at  Tarbokon  in  Ayrshire,  in 
which  place  he  continued  till  the  Restoration,  in  1662,  when  with 


ciiinatanees  under  wUeh  It  was  tmitted,  be  pati  it  beyond  d«nbt  tbat  Mr.  Wood  • 
testimony,  wm  tbo  dneere,  cpoBtaneoo^  unadrfeed  dictate  of  a  mind  dear  and  de- 
cided In  iti  Tiew%  and  in  tbt  ftiU  pwee^on  of  all  ita  ftcnlties.  We  learn  from 
thk  doeoment  moreorer,  tbat  Mr.  Wood  left  behind  bim  a  wift  and  lix  children, 
afaet^wbichy  in  the  estimation  of  every  sensible  reader,  mnst  gire  a  deeper  tinga  to 
the  cmsl  intdsianoe,  wblcb,  years  before^  bad  deprived  bim  cf  bis  liTinf. 
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Aow9  a  thurd  ptrl  ef  dw  niniiteri  in  Seadwd^  MwrnUng  to  MMdy 
4OO9  he  was  thrmt  from  hk  oluurgey  aad  had  his  share  of  die  haid- 
ships  that  so  many  at  that  tone  wera  hronght  nader.  He  was  the 
tnext  year^  being  lOdS^  soaunoned  by  the  Coaneil,  at  the  instigation- 
of  the  Bishi^  ^  C^asgow,  with  other  nine  to  appear  befoffe  theat  on 
the  23d  of  Jnly,  nnder  pain  of  rebellion ;  bnt  he  and  other  six  did 
not  aj^pear.  In  1666  he  joined  with  the  party,  wbo^  on  the  36tik  o£ 
November  that  year  renewed  the  covoiants  at  Lmuuk;  and  was  that 
person  who  officiated  in  that  soleom  act.  After  sermwi,  he  tendered 
the  coTauLnts  which  were  read,  and  to  erery  article  contained  in 
tiMm,  they  with  their  hands  iq^lifted  to  HeaTen,  engaged*  with 
the  greatest  solemnity  and  doTOtion.  After  their  defeat  at  Pent^ 
land,  he  suffered  in  common  with  his  brediren  froat  the  Tiolenoa 
and  cruelty  that  then  reigned,  till,  in  1666y  he  was  remored  te  a 
better  world. 

Thus,  the  sniiject  of  the  present  memoir  eonldnmnber,  withinthe 
«rde  of  his  own  ftraily,  no  less  than  three  iadividnais,  wiiOy 
though  not  80  distinguished  as  himself,  are  still  to  be  regarded  aa 
eminent  for  their  piety,  fidelity,  and  worth. 

He  was,  as  we  have  observed,  the  eldest  of  the  four,  who  ont  of 
five  brothers  devoted  themselves  to  the  service  of  Christ,  and  at  an 
early  period  he  gave  proofs  of  his  capacity  and  genius,  by  the  pro* 
gross  he  made  in  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages.  He  was  fbiih* 
.  with  sent  to  the  university  of  St.  Andrews,  where  he  studied  phi- 
losophy under  the  memorable  Mr.  James  Gkithrie,  his  cousin,  ^dio 
wns  afterwards  minister  at  Stiriing,  <<  and  whom,"  says  Mr.  Tr^  **l 
saw  die  in,  and  for  the  Lord,  at  Edinburgh,  June  1,  1661." 

Being  thns  related,  Mr.  Guthrie  became  the  peculiar  care  of  hia 
master,  and  lodged,  when  at  coUego,  in  the  same  chamber  with  him; 
and  therefore  had  the  principles  of  learning  infused  into  him  nnder 
greater  advantages,  and  as  may  be  presumed,  with  more  acopracy 
than  any  of  his  dass-feUows. 

Having  taken  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  he  affiled  himself 
for  some  years  to  the  study  of  divinity,  nnder  ihB  diiectaon  of  Mr* 
Rutherford.  And  <<  Then  and  there,"  says  Mr.  TraiJi,  *'  it  pleaaed 
the  Lord,  who  separated  him  ^m  his  mother's  womb,  to  ail  him 
by  his  grace,  by  the  ministry  of  that  exceMent  person;  and  thia 
young  man  became  one  of  ^e  first-fruits  of  his  ministry  at  St. 
Andrews. — His  conversion  was  begun  with  great  tenor  of  God  in 
his  soul,  and  completed  with  that  joy  and  peace  in  believing  which 
acoompanied  him  through  life.  It  was  after  thb  Uessed  change  ^lal 
he  resolved  to  obey  the  call  of  Crod  to  serve  him  in  the  nnntsfery  of 
the  gospel,  which  was  thus  given  him  by  the  Lord's  calling  him 
effectually  to  grace  and  glory.  With  this  view  he  so  disposed  of 
the  estate,  to  which  he  was  bom  heir,  as  not  to  be  entangled  with 
the  affidirs  of  Ihis  life.  He  made  it  over  to  the  only  brother  of  the 
ive  who  was  not  oigaged  in  the  sacred  office,  that  thereby  being 


•  Sm  Wodiow'i  and  CraikihMik*«  HittoriM. 
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4li0BtHl|(M  fromihe  pwwiit,  he  tnlgkt  le  entirely  cfmpldT^d  iatlie 
eotteenw  otiAie  eterael  world. 

Boon  after  being  licensed  to  preadiy  he  left  St  Andrews,  with  tfa  J 
high  erteem  and  af^volNition  of  the  profoBsora  of  that  uniTerritTy  of 
iHiieh  they  gare  proof  by  their  ample  recommendationt.  After 
this  he  beome  tutor  to  Lord  Manddin,  eldest  son  to  the  Earl  <rf 
London ;  in  iH»fih  sitaation  he  oontinoed  till  the  time  that  he  en« 
.  tered  open  a  paroohial  charge. 

The  parish  of  KUmamocky  in  the  dure  of  Ayr,  befaig  large,  and 
many  of  the  people  bdonging  to  h  bong  vix  or  seven  imks  distant 
Irom  chnroh,  the  heritors  and  others  procured  a  dispncdon,  and 
erected  the  parish  of  Fenwick,  or  New  kilmamock. 

Mr.  Onthrie  being  enqihyyed  to  preach  at  Galston,  on  a  prepara^ 
tiofr-di^  bdbre  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  supper,  and  several 
members  ci  the  new  erected  parish  being  present,  they  were  so 
greatly  edified  by  his  sermons,  and  oonceired  snch  a  yalne  for  him, 
that  they  immediately  resolved  to  make  choice  of  him  for  their 
ndnister;  and  in  consequence  of  this  gave  him  a  yery  harmonioas 
call,  which  he  complied  with.  It  is  said,  that  he,  along  with  the 
pec^le^  made  choice  of  the  piece  of  ground  on  ^pddch  to  build  the 
efaurch,  and  that  he  preadied  within  the  walls  of  the  house  before  it 
was  completed.  It  Dears  upon  it  the  date  of  being  built  m  IMS ; 
«nd  he  was  ordained  to  the  sacred  (^oe^  November  7^  1644. 

He  had  at  fbst  to  struggle  witii  many  diftcultiesi  and  many  eir* 
^nmstances  ooenrred  in  his  ministry  which  were  esctremely  die* 
eouraging ;  but  yet,  through  the  divine  blessbg^  the  gospel  preached 
by  him  had  wendeifni  snccess ;  and  became  in  an  eminent  manner> 
the  wisdom  and  power  of  God  to  the  salvation  of  many  souls. 

After  his  coming  to  Fenwick,  many  of  die  people  were  so  rude  and 
barbarous,  that  they  never  attended  upon  divine  worship,  and  kne# 
not  so  much  as  the  face  of  their  pastor;  to  sndi,  eviery  tiling  that 
respected  rdigion  was  disagreeable.  Mny  refused  lo  ne  visited  <i¥ 
eatODhised  by  him;  diey  would  not  even  admit  him  into  iheir 
honsofc  To  snch  he  sometimes  went  in  the  eventng,  disguised  in 
the  character  of  a  traveler,  and  sought  lodging,  whid^  he  could' not 
even  obtain  widbout  mnoh  entreaty;  but  having  obtained  it,  he 
would  engage  in  some  general  amusing  conversation  at  first,  and 
then  ask  timn  hew  they  Bleed  tikeir  minister?  When  they  told  him 
they  did  not  go  to  churoh,  he  engaged  them  to  go  and  take  a  trial ; 
ethers  he  har^  widi  money  to  go. — When  Ae  time  of  fJEunily  wer^ 
ship  came,  he  desired  to  know  tf  diey  made  any;  and  if  not^  what 
asaeon  they  had  for  se  doing. 

There  was  one  person  m  oartieular  whom  he  would  have  to  per- 
fiirm  fiuBuiy  worship,  who  told  him  he  could  net  pray;  and  he  asked 
what  was  the  reason?  He  told  him  tilat  he  never  used  to  pray  anv, 
and  so  conU  not.  He  wonld  not  tain  fhh  for  answer,  but  would 
have  the  man  to  make  a  trial  in  that  duty  before  him;  to  whidi  the 
man  replied,  ^  O  Lord,  thou  knowest  that  this  man  would  have  me 
to  pra^;  but  thou  knowest  that  I  cannot  pray."  Af^  which  Mr. 
Gnthne  bid  him  atep^  and  said  he  had  toe  Mongh;  and  prayed 
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UmMlf  to  their  grmXmrfomL  Wben  pfsyor  mm  6iid«dl,  the  wife 
said  to  hw  kmbfuid,  that  Bur^  this  was  a  ministOT.  After  this,  he 
engaged  tliem  to  come  to  the  Idric  on  Sabbatli,  and  see  what  tJiey 
thought  of  thehr  minister.  When  they  oame  there,  tiiey  discovered 
to  there. consternation,  that  it  Itad  been  dieir  minister  himself  who 
had  allured  them  thither.  And  this  condescending  manner  of  gain* 
ing  them  procured  a  constant  attendance  on  public  ordinances ;  and 
was  at  length  accompanied  by  the  fruits  of  righteousness,  wiiich  are, 
through  Jesus  Christ,  unto  the  praise  of  God. 

There  was  also  another  person  in  his  parish,  who  had  a  custom  of 
going  a  fowling  on  the  Sabbath-day,  and  neglecting  the  church ;  in 
whim  practice  he  had  continued  for  a  considerable  time.  Bfr. 
Guthrie  asked  him,  what  reason  he  had  for  so  doing?  Hetold  him, 
that  the  Sabbath-day  was  the  most  fortunate  day  in  all  the  week 
for  that  exercise.  Mr.  Guthrie  asked  what  he  could  make  by  diat 
day's  exerdse  ?  He  replied,  that  he  would  make  half  a  crown  of 
money  that  day.  Mr.  Guthrie  told  him,  if  he  would  go  to  churdi 
on  Sabbath,  he  would  give  him  as  much ;  and  by  that  means  got  his 
promise.  Aftor  sermon  was  over,  Mr.  Guthrie  asked  if  he  would 
come  back  the  next  Sabbath-day,  and  he  would  give  him  the  same  ? 
which  he  did ;  and  from  that  time  afterwards  nerer  failed  to  keep 
the  church,  and  also  freed  Mr.  Guthrie  of  his  promise.— He  after- 
wards became  a  member  of  his  session. 

He  fr^uently  had  recourse  to  innocent  recreations,  such  as  fish- 
ing, fowling,  and  playing  on  the  ice,  ^diich  contributdd  mudi,  and 
indeed  were  necessary,  to  presenre  a  Tigorous  stale  of  health ;  and 
while  in  frequent  ccmyersation  with  die  neighbouring  gentry,  as 
these  occasions  gave  him  opportunity,  he  used  to  bear  in  upon  uem 
reproofr  and  instructions,  wi(h  an  inoffensiye  familiarity.  ^  But  as 
he  was  animated  by  a  flaming  seal  for  die  glory  of  his  blessed 
Master,  and  a  tender  compassion  to  the  souls  of  men ;  and  as  it  was 
the  principal  thing  diat  made  .him  desire  life  and  healdi,  that  he 
might  employ  diem  in*  propagating  the  kbgdom  of  God,  and  in 
turning  tranm^ssors  frt>m  their  ways ;  so  the  veiy  hours  of  recre»- 
denVere  dedicated  to  this  purpose :  which  was  so  endeared  to  kim, 
that  he  knew  how  to  make  nis  diversions  subservient  to  the  nobler 
ends  of  his  ministry.  He  made  them  the  oocaaon  of  familiaiidng 
his  people  to  him,  and  introducing  himsdf  to  their  afecdons ;  and 
in  the  disguise  of  a  sportsman,  he  gained  some  to  a  religious  life, 
idiom  he  could  have  litde  influence  upon  in  a  miniiter^s  dress ;  of 
which  diere  happeped  several  memorame  examples.** 

Aftor  having  been  ordained  for  about  a  twelvem<mth,  he  was 
happily  married  to  Agnes  Campbell,  daughter  of  David  Campbell  of 
Skddon,  in  the  shire  of  Ayr,  a  remote  brandi  of  the  femily  of  Lou- 
don. His  femily  affi^rs  were  bodi  easy  and  comfortable.  His  wife 
was  a  gendewoman  endued  widi  all  du9  qualides  diat  could  render 
her  a  blessing  to  her  husband,  joined  to  handsome  and  comely  fea- 
tures, good  sense  and  good  breeding,  and  sweetened  %y  »  modest 
cheerfUness  of  temper,  and  a  sincere  and  fervcsit  piety ;  so  that  diey 
lived  a  little  more  than  twenty  years  in  themostoompteteunaiiimityy 
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,  iiid  widi  a  mntiuJ  istlsfaetioiiy  wUdi  wte  deriyed  from  the  pnrett 
sources.  One  fta^  one  hope^  one  baptism,  and  a  sorereign  love  to 
Jesns  Christ,  lealonsly  inroired  them  bodi.  By  her  he  had  six 
children,  two  of  whom  only  outUved  himself;  both  of  them  were 
dai^ters,  and  endeavoured  to  foUoW  the  example  of  their  excellent 
parents.  One  of  them  was  married  to  Miller  of  Glenlee,  a  gentle- 
man in  the  shire  of  Ayr;  and  the  other  became  wife  to  Mr.  Patrick 
Warner,  in  1681,  and  proved  a  great  source  of  comfort  to  him  "  in 
tribnladon,  imprisonment,  and  banishment,  for  the  truth's  sake." 
After  the  Revolution,  M^  Warner  was  settled  at  Irvine,  ^e  had 
two  children,  William  of  Airdrie,  and  Margaret,  who  was  muried  to 
Mr.  Wodrow,  minister  of  Eastwood,  and  author  of  the  History  of 
the  sufferings  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  betwixt  the  years  1660  and 
1668  inclusive. — But  to  return. 

Shortly  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Guthrie  was  appointed  by  the 
General  Assembly,  to  attend  the  army  as  chaplain.  When  he  was 
preparing  for  his  departure,  a  violent  fit  of  the  gravd,  to  which  he 
was  sobjoet,  reduced  him  to  the  greatest  extremity  of  pain  and  dan- 
ger. This  called  his  religious  spouse  to  understand  and  improve  the 
divine  chastisement.  She  then  saw  how  easily  €rod  could  put  an  end 
to  his  life,  which  she  was  too  apprehensive  about ;  and  brought  herself 
to  a  resolution,  never  to  oppose  her  inclination  to  his  entering  i^wn 
any  employment,  whereby  he  might  honour  his  Master,  whatever  de- 
gree of  haaard  might  attend  it. 

While  he  was  with  the  army,  upon  the  defeat  of  the  party  to 
which  he  was  attached,  he  was  preserved  in  a  very  extraordinary 
manner ;  a  circumstance  which  made  him  ever  after  retain  a  greater 
sense  d  the  divine  goodness,  and  after  his  return  to  his  pansh,  to 
be  animated  to  a  more  vigorous  diligence  in  the  work  of  the  minis- 
try, and  in  propagating  the  kingdom  of  the  Son  of  God,  both  among 
his  own  peo[de  and  all  about  him.  His  public  preaching,  especially 
at  the  administration  of  the  Lord's  supper,  and  his  private  conversa-^ 
tion,  e^pially  conspired  together  for  these  noble  purposes. 

AfW  this,  Mr.  Guthrie  had  occasion  agun  to  be  with  the  army," 
at  the  time,  namely,  when  the  English  sectaries  prevailed,  under 
Oliver  CromwelL  After  the  defeat  at  Dunbar,  Sept  3d,  1650,  when 
Uie  army  was  at  Stirling,  that  godly  man  Mr.  Rutherford  wrote  a 
letter  to  him,  idieriBin,  by  way  of  caution,  towards  the  end  he  sajrs, 
^  But  let  me  obtest  all  the  serious  seekers  of  his  fsice,  his  sacred 
sealed  ones,  by  the  strongest  consolations  of  the  Spirit,  by  the  gen- 
tleness of  Jesus  Christ,  that  Plant  of  Renown,  by  your  last  ac- 
counts, and  by  your  i^pearing  before  Crod,  when  the  white  throne 
shall  be  up,  be  not  deceived  with  these  fair  words :  though  my  spirit 
be  astonished  in  the  cunning  distinctions  which  are  found  out  in  the 
matters  of  Uie  covenant,  that  help  may  be  had  against  this  man ;  yet 
my  heart  trembleth  to  entertain  the  least  thought  of  joining  with 
these  deceivers.** — Accordingly  he  joined  the  remonstrants,  and  was 
chosen  moderatoi'  of  that  synod  at  Edinburgh,  after  the  public  reso- 
IntioBers  had  left  them. 
.  The  author  of  his  memoirs  says,  ^  His  pleasant  and  fiMsetions 
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^oavBTBBJSon  protored  lum  an  wniwtarul  respect  from  liia  IBagUh 
dfieers,  mad  made  them  fond  of  kk  company;  wUie,  at  the  same 
time,  his  courage  and  constancy  did  not  fiiil  him  ill  the  cause  of  his 
great  Master ;  and  was  ^ten  nsefbl  to  curb  the  extravagancies  of 
the  sectaries,  and  miuntaim  order  and  regdarity."  One  instance  of 
which  happened  at  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  sapper,  at  Glasgaw, 
celebrated  by  Mr.  Andrew  Gray.  Several  of  the  Eng^h  officers 
had  formed  a  design  to  put  in  execution  the  disorderly  principle  e{ 
a  promiscnous  admission  to  the  Lord's  table,  by  coming  to  it  lhen>« 
^'  sdyes,  ]^thout  acquainting  the  minister,  .or  being  in  a  due  maimer 

/  firand  worthy  of  that  privilege.   It  being  Mr.  Gudurie's  tmrn  to  serv0 

at  the  table,  he  spoke  to  them  when  they  were  leaving  their  pews  in 
•<•  order  to  make  the  attempt,  with  sadi  gravity,  resolatitm,  and  aedl, 
that  they  were  quite  confounded,  and  sat  down  without  making  any 
further  disturbance. 

About  this  time  the  seet  of  heretks,  called  Quakers,  endeavoured 
to  sow  their  tares  in  Fenwick  parish,  daring  Mr.  6oduie*s  absenee 
•  §ar  some  weeks  abotat  his  own  private  affiEurs,  in  Angus.  But  he 
returned  home  before  the  infection  had  sunk  de^ ;  recovered  some 
who  were  in  hazard  of  bdng  tainted  by  its  fiUjJ  infloenoe ;  and  se 
confomded  the  rest,  that  they  despaired-of  any  tether  attack  opoit 
his  flock.  This  wild  sect  had  made  aaany  proseljrtes  to  their  dela* 
sions  IB  KHforxde,  Glasgow,  and  other  neighbraring  parities ;  yea^ 
they  prospered  so  well  in  Glassford  parnh,  that  tiiere  is  yet  » 
dnm^yard  in  that  pboe,  where  they  buried  tiieir  own  dead,  with 
their  heads  to  the  east,  contrary  to  the  practice  of  all  other  C9irie< 


AiUa:  this  he  had  calls  for  transportation  to  several  other  paridies, 
eihr  more  importance  than  Fenwiek ;  such  as  Ren£rew,  Linlith- 
gow, Stiriing,  Glasgow,  and  Bdinbargh*  But  the  Mrandrecrea' 
tion  ef  a  country  lire  were  useful  to  hun  in  maintaining  a  healtfafoi  • 
emistitatioB;  and  idkiveall,  the  love  his  flock  had  towai^  him,  caused 
him  to  put  or  an  invincible  dbstinacy  against  all  designs  of  breaking  d 
r^alaea^  which,  when  airiafiated  by  a  principle  of  spiritual  file,  ittd 
fbanded  on  solid  grounds,  must  enter  most  deeply  into  the  souL  In*r 
deed,  sudi  a  minister  can  scarcely  miss  to  hwre  peculiar  tenderness 
and  warmth  of  divine  affectaon  towards  those,  whose  !&ther  he  is 
after  the  Spirit;  whom  he  has  been  honoured  of  God  in  bringing  to 
theldngdom  of  his  Son,  and  begetting  tJatnigh  the  gospel,  and  whose 
heavenfy  birth  is  the  highest  pleasmre  and  brightest  triiunpb  of  hie 
life,  and  wilt  one  day  be  his  crown  of  glory  and  rejoicing.  And 
doubtless,  when  Mr.  Guthrie  preferred  Fenwidc,  a  poor  obscure 
parish,  to  the  most  considerable  charges  in  the  nation,  it  was  a  proot 
ef  his  awrtiflcation  to  the  worid,  and  that  he  was  moved  by  views 
iuperior  to  temponil  interests. 

In  the  year  1657,  some  unknown  person  somehow  got  a  copy 
ef  a  few  imperfect  notes  of  some  sennons  that  Mr,  Guthrie  had  . 
preaehed  feom  the  55th  diapter  of  Isaiah,  with  relation  to  peraonal 
covenanting ;  and  without  ihe  least  intimadoa  of  the  design  made 
to  him,  printed  tiiem  in  a  litdb  pamphlet  of  61  pages  12bdio^  under 
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this  title,  **  A  dear,  attracdve,  warning  Beam  of  Light,  frow  Christ 
the  Son  of  Light,  leading  unto  himself/'  &c  Printed  at  Aberdeen, 
1657. 

This  book  was  anonymous  indeed;  but  Mr.  Guthrie  was  reputed 
the  aythor  by  the  whole  country,  and  was  therefore  obliged  to  take 
notice  of  it.  He  was  equally  displeased  at  the  yanity  of  the  title, 
iand  the  defect  of  the  work  itself,  which  consisted  of  some  broken 
notes  of  his  sermons,  confusedly  huddled  together,  by  an  injudicious 
hand.  He  saw  that  the  only  method  to  remedy  this,  was  to  review 
bis  own  sermons  ;  from  which  he*  composed  that  admirable  treatise^ 
"  TTie  Christian's  Great  Interest ;"  the  only  genuine  work  of  Mr. 
Guthrie ;  which  hath  been  blessed  by  God  with  wonderful  success 
in  our  own  country,  being  published  very  seasonably,  a  little  before 
the  introduction  o£  Prelacy  at  the  Restoration. 

Hie  author  of  his  memoirs  teUs  us  on  the  authority  of  a  minister 
of  the  church,  who  had  the  sentiments  of  Dr.  Owen  from  his  own 
mouth,  that  that  great  divine  on  one  occasion  said,  **  You  have  truly 
men  of  great  spirits  in  Scotland;  there  is,  for  a genUeman,  Mr. 
BaiUie  of  Jerriswood,  a  person  of  the  greatest  abilities  I  almost 
ever  met  with ;  and  for  a  divine,  said  he,  (taking  out  of  his  pocket 
a  little  gilt  copy  of  Mr.  Guthrie's  treatise,)  that  author,  I  take  to 
have  been  one  of  the  greatest  divines  that  ever  wrote.  It  is  my 
vade  mecum ;  I  carry  it  and  the  Sedan  New  Testament  still  about 
with  me.  I  have  wrote  several  folios,  but  there  is  more  divinity  in 
it  than  them  all"  It  was  translated  into  Low  Dutch  by  the  Rever- 
end and  pious  Mr.  Kealman,  and  was  highly  estimated  in  Holland, 
so  much  so,  that  Mrs.  CSuthrie  and  one  of  her  daughters  met  with 
uncommon  civility  and  kindness,  upon  their  relation  to  its  author 
being  known.  It  was  also  trandated  into  French  and  High  Dutch; 
and  we  are  informed  that  it  was  also  translated  into  one  of  the  East- 
em  languages,  at  the  charge  of  that  noble  patron  of  religion,  learn* 
ing,  and  charity,  the  Honourable  Robert  Boyle. 

At  the  synod  of  Glasgow,  held  April  1661,  after  long  reasoning 
about  proper  measures  for  tbe  security  of  religion,  the  matter  was 
referred  to  a  committee ;  Mr.  Guthrie  prescribed  the  draught  of  an 
address  to  parliament,  wherein  a  faithful  testimony  was  given  to  tiie 
purity  of  our  reformation,  in  worship,  doctrine,  discipline,  and 
government,  in  terms  equally  remarkable  for  their  prudence  and 
courage.  « Every  body  improved  of  it,  and  it  was  transmitted  to  the 
synod — But  some,  on  the  resolution  side,  judged  it  not  convenient; 
and  gave  an  opportunity  to  those  who  designed  to  comply  with 
Prelacy  to  procure  delay ;  and  for  the  time,  got  it  crushed.  Yet  it 
affords  a  proof  of  the  zealous  honesty  and  firmness  of  Mr.  Cruthrie. 

About  this  period,  being  the  last  time  that  he  was  with  his  cousin 
Mr.  James  Guthrie,  he  happened  to  be  very  melancholy,  which 
made  Mr.  James  say,  "  A  penny  for  your  thought,  cousin."  Mr. 
W31iam  answered,  "  There  is  a  poor  man  at  the  door,  g^ve  him  a 
penny;"  which  being  done,  he  proceeded,  and  said,  "  111  tell  you 
cousin,  what  I  am  not  only  thinldng  upon,  but  I  am  sure  of,  if  I  be 
not  under  a  delusion.     The  malignants  will  be  y&itr  death,  and  this 
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gravel  will  h%  mkte;  but  you  will  kftve  the  adrantage  of  moi  for  yon 
will  die  honourably  before  many  witnesses,  with  a  rope  about  your 
neck;  and  I  will  die  whining  upon  a  pickle*  straw,  and  will  eiidnre 
tnore  pain  before  I  rise  from  your  table,  than  all  the  pain  yon  will 
have  in  your  death." 

He  took  a  resolution  to  wait  on  his  worthy  cousin,  Mr.  James  at 
his  death,  (his  execution  being  on  Saturday,  June  1st,)  notwith- 
standing the  apparent  hazard  at  that  time  in  so  doing;  but  his 
session  prevailed  on  him,  although  with  much  difficulty,  by  th«r 
earnest  entreaties,  to  lay  aside  his -design. 

Through  the  interposition  of  the  End  of  Eglinton,  and  the  Chan- 
cellor Glencaim,  the  latter  of  whom  he  had  obliged  before  the  Resto- 
ration, and  who  now  contributed  what  he  could  for  his  preservation, 
he  had  nearly  four  years  further  respite  witli  his  people  at  Fenwick. 
In  this  time,  his  church,  although  for  the  time  a  lai^  one,  was  over- 
laid and  crowded  every  SabbaUi-day,  very  many  standing  without 
doors,  who  came  from  distant  parishes,  such  as  Glasgow,  Paisley, 
Hamilton,  Lanark,  Kilbride,  Glassford,  Strathaven,  NewmiDs, 
Eaglesham,  hungering  for  the  pure  gospeLf — It  was  their  usual 
practice  to  come  to  Fenwick  on  Saturday,  and  to  spend  the  greatest 
part  of  the  night  in  prayer  to  Grod,  and  conversation  about  Uie  con- 
cerns of  their  souls,  to  attend  the  public  worship  on  the  Sabbath,  to 
dedicate  the  remainder  of  that  holy  day  to  religious  exercises,  and 
then  to  go  home  on  Monday  the  length  of  ten,  twelve,  or  twenty 
miles,  widiout  grudging  in  the  least  the  long  way,  or  the  want  of  sleep, 
and  other  refreshments ;  nor  did  they  find  themselves  the  less  pre- 
pared for  their  other  business  through  the  week.^  These  years  were 
the  most  distinguished  for  the  divine  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
accompanying  his  ministry,  of  any  in  all  his  life,  and  will  still  be  had 
in  remembrance :  great  numbers  were  converted  to  the  truth,  and 
numy  bnilt  up  in  their  most  holy  ftith.  In  a  word,  he  was  honoured 
to  be  an  instrument  in  the  Loitl's  hand  of  turning  many  to  a  rdi- 


*  A  £ttb  ttimw. 

f  It  ia  worthy  of  renuorlc,  that  the  pious  peoplo  tn  theat  diitricts  were  i 
Ae  chief  sufferen  in  the  peraecation  which  immediately  followed.  No  pert  of 
Scotland  was  more  distinguished  for  steadiast  adherence  to  the  came  of  God  and 
truth  than  those  parts;  and  the  Lord  was  pleased,  hy  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Guth- 
rie, to  prepare  diem,  and  give  them  strengUi  to  endure  the  fiery  triaL  Nay,  I  be- 
Have,  the  effiKta  of  that  ministry  are  TidUe  to  the  present  day.  There  Is,  no 
doubt,  a  great  ftOling  off  in  the  ardent  hearUreligion  of  the  Christians  in  that 
quarter;  hut  there  ia  atill  aomething  among  them  like  die  grape  glwminga  of  the 
vintage.  The  ancestors  of  John  Howie,  the  original  compiler  of  the  Scots  Wor- 
thies, were  in  the  very  centre  of  the  cirde  here  described;  and  had  the  honour  of 
suilMng  persecution  for  Christ's  sake.  The  memorial  of  them,  and  of  such  aa 
they,  has  not  periahed  irom  the  earth.  It  Uvea  in  the  remembrance  of  tnany  In 
Fenwick  and  the  neighbouring  perishes ;  and  there,  if  any  where  in  Scotland,  wiU 
be  found  samples  of  what  the  iSreabyteriana  were  in  the  days  of  Claverhouse,  and 
the  Covenant  W.  M'G. 

\  After  the  rest  of  his  brethren  were  cast  out,  people  so  flocked  to  his  aacnu 
mental  occaaions,  and  the  church  was  so  thronged,  that  each  communicant  (it  is , 
aaid)  had  to  ahow  their  tokena  to  the  keepera  ^the  door  before  they  got  entranea* 
to  prevent  disorder  and  confiisioB. 
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giouB  life ;  and  who  after  his  beiag  taktn  firem  them,  could  never, 
without  exultation  of  loul,  and  emotions  of  reviyed  affection,  think 
upon  tiieir  gpiritual  father,  and  the  power  of  that  victorious  gprace, 
which  in  those  days,  triomphed  so  gloriously ;  and  for  many  years 
afterwards,  they  were  considered,  above  many  other  parishes  in  the 
kingdom,  as  a  civiliaed  and  religions  people ;  he  having  with  a  be- 
coming boldness,  fortified  them  in  a  sealous  adherence  to  the  purity 
of  our  reformation ;  warned  than  of  the  defection  that  was  then 
made  by  the  introduction  of  Prelacy ;  and  instructed  them  in  the 
duty  of  such  a  difficult  time,  so  that  iJiey  never,  made  any  complianoe 
afterwards  with  the  Ptelatical  measures. 

His  extraordinary  reputation,  and  the  usefulness  of  his  ministry 
were  admired  and  followed  by  all  the  country  around,  and  this  at 
length  provoked  the  jealous  and  angry  prelates  against  him ;  and 
was  one  of  the  causes  of  his  being  at  last  assailed  by  them.  When 
the  Eaii  of  Glencaim  on  a  visit  to  the  Archbishop  of  Gksgow  at 
his  own  house,  at  parting  asked  as  a  particular  fietvonr  of  him,  that 
Mr.  Guthrie  miglU  be  overlooked ;  the  Bishop  not  only  refused 
hin^  but  said  with  a  disdainful  air,  **  That  shall  not  be  done ;  it  can- 
not be,  he  is  a  ringleader  and  keeper  i^  of  schism  in  my  diocese,*' 
-^-and  then  left  the  Chancellor  abruptly.  Rowallan,  and  some  other 
Presbyterian  gentlemen,  who  were  waiting  on  him,  observing  the 
ChanceUor  discomposed  when  the  Bishop  left  him,  presumed  to  ask 
him  what  the  matter  was ;  to  which  the  Earl  answered,  '*  We  have 
set  up  these  men,  and  they  will  tread  us  under  their  feet"  In  con- 
sequence of  this  resolution  of  Archbishop  Burnet,  BIr.  Cruthrie  was, 
by  a  commission  from  him  suspended;  but  when  he  dealt  with 
several  of  his  creatures,  the  curates,  to  intimate  the  sentence  against 
him,  many  refused ;  for,  says  Wodrow,  **  There  was  an  awe  upon 
their  spirits,  which  scared  Uiem  from  noddling  with  this  great  man." 
Be  that  as  it  will,  at  last  he  prevailed  with  the  curate  of  Cadder,  and 
promised  him  five  pounds  sterling  of  reward.  Mr.  Guthrie  being 
warned  of  the  Bidiop's  design  against  him,  advised  his  firiends  to 
make  no  resistance  at  his  deposition  from  the  churdi  and  manse, 
since  his  enemy  only  wanted  tlus  as  a  handle  to  prosecute  him  crimi- 
nally for  his  former  seal  and  faithfidness. 

Accordingly  on  Wednesday,  July  20,  he,  with  his  congregation, 
kept  the  day  with  fasting  and  prayer.  He  preached  to  them  from 
Hos.  xiiL  9.  O  Israel^  thou  hast  destroyed  thyself^  &c.  From  that 
scripture,  with  g^eat  plainness  and  affection,  he  laid  before  them  their 
own  sins,  and  the  sins  of  the  land  and  age  they  lived  in ;  and  indeed 
the  place  was  a  Bochinu  At  the  close  of  this  day's  woric,  he  gave 
(hem  intimation  of  sermon  on  the  next  Lord's  day,  very  early;  and 
accordingly,  his  people  and  many  others,  met  him  at  the  church  of 
Fenwick,  betwixt  four  and  five  in  the  morning,  when  he  preached 
to  them  from  the  close  of  his  last  text ;  But  in  me  u  Mine  help.  And 
as  he  used  on  ordinary  Sabbaths,  he  also  now  had  two  sennons,  and 
a  short  interval  betwixt  them,  and  dismissed  tiie  people  before  nine 
in  the  morning.  Upon  this  melancholy  occasion,  he  directed  them 
unto  the  Great  Fountain  of  help,  when  the  gospel  and  ministers 
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were  taken  from  them,  aad  took  his  leave  by  commending  them  to 
God,  who  was  able  to  build  them  up,  and  help  them  in  time  of  need. 

Upon  the  day  appointed,  the  cnrate  came  to  Fenwick,  with  a 
party  of  twelve  soldiers ;  and,  by  commission  from  the  Archbishop, 
discharged  Mr.  Guthrie  from  preaching  any  more  in  Fenwick,  de- 
clared Uie  church  vacant,  and  suspended  mm  from  the  exercise  of 
his  ministry. 

The  curate  having  left  the  party  without,  came  int<^  the  manse, 
and  sud,  that  the  Bishop  and  committee,  after  much  lenity  shown 
towards  him,  were  constrained  to  pass  the  sentence  of  suspension 
against  him,  for  not  keeping  presbyteries  and  synods  widi  the  rest 
of  his  brethren,  and  for  his  unpeaoeableness  in  the  church ;  of  which 
sentence  he  was  appointed  to  make  public  intimation  unto  him  ; 
and  therefore  now  r^  his  commission  under  the  hand  of  die  Arch* 
bishop  of  Glasgow. 

Mr.  Guthrie  answered,  '<  I  judge  it  not  convenient  to  say  much 
in  answer  to  what  you  have  spoken ;  only,  whereas  you  allege  there 
hath  been  much  lenity  used  towards  me, — ^be  it  known  to  you,  that 
I  take  the  Lord  for  party  in  that,  and  thank  him  first ;  yea,  I  look 
upon  it  as  a  door  which  God  opened  to  me  for  the  preaching  of  his 
gospel,  which  neither  you  nor  any  man  else  was  able  to  shut,  till  it 
was  g^ven  you  of  €rod ;  and  as  to  that  sentence  passed  against  me, 
I  declare  before  these  gentlemen,  (meaning  the  officers  of  the  party), 
that  I  lay  no  weight  upon  it,  as  it  comes  from  you,  or  those  that 
sent  you ;  though  I  do  respect  the  civil  authority,  who,  by  their 
law,  laid  the  g^und  of  the  sentence  now  pa^ed  against  me.  I  de- 
clare I  will  not  surcease  from  the  exercises  of  my  ministry  for  all 
that  sentence.  And  as  to  the  crimes  I  am  charged  with, — I  did 
keep  presbyteries  and  synods  with  the  rest  of  my  brethren ;  but  I 
do  not  judge  those  who  now  sit  in  these  to  be  my  brethren,  who 
have  made  defection  from  the  truth  and  cause  of  God ;  nor  do  I 
judge  those  to  be  free  and  lawful  courts  of  Christ  that  are  now  sit- 
ting; and  as  to  my  peaceableness, — I  know  I  am  bidden  follow 
peace  with  afl  men,  but  I  know  also  I  am  bidden  follow  it  with  holiness ; 
and  since  I  could  not  obtain  peace  without  prejudice  to  holiness,  I 
thought  myself  obliged  to  let  it  g^.  And  as  for  your  commission. 
Sir,  to  intimate  this  sentence, — I  here  declare,  I  think  myself  called 
by  the  Lord  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and  did  forsake  the  near- 
est relation  in  the  world,  and  give  up  myself  to  the  service  of  the 
gospel  in  this  place,  having  received  an  unanimous  call  from  this 

Eansh,  and  was  licensed  and  ordained  by  the  presbytery :  and  I 
less  die  Lord  he  hath  given  me  some  success  and  seeds  of  my  mi- 
nistry, upon  the  souls  and  consciences  of  not  a  few  who  are  g^ne 
to  heaven,  and  of  some  who  are  yet  on  the  way  to  it.  And  now. 
Sir,  if  you  will  take  it  upon  you  to  interrupt  my  work  among  this 
people,  I  shall  wish  the  Lord  may  forgive  you  the  guilt  of  it ;  I 
cannot  but  leave  all  the  bad  consequences  that  may  fr^U  out  upon  it 
betwixt  God  and  your  own  conscience.  And  here  I  do  further  de- 
clare, before  these  gentlemen,  that  I  am  suspended  from  my  minis- 
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try  for  adhering  to  the  coTenants  aad  word  of  Qod,  from  which  you 
and  others  have  apostatized/' 

Here  the  curate  intermptiiig  him,  said,  that  the  Lord  had  a  work 
before  that  covenant  had  a  being ;  and  he  judged  them  apostates 
that  adhered  to  it ;  and  wished  that  the  Lord  would  not  only  for- 
give him,  meaning  Mr.  Guthrie,  but  if  it  were  lawful  to  pray  for 
the  dead,  (at  which  expression  the  soldiers  laughed,)  that  the  Lord 
might  forgive  the  sins  of  this  church  these  hundred  years  bypast, 
*'  It  is  true,"  answered  Mr.  Guthrie,  '*  the  Lord  had  a  work  before 
that  covenant  had  a  being ;  but  it  is  true,  that  it  hath  been  more 
fflorions  since  that  covenant ;  and  it  is  a  small  thing  for  us  to  be 
judged  of  you,  in  adhering  to  this  covenant,  who  have  so  deeply 
corrupted  your  ways ;  and  seem  to  reflect  on  the  whole  work  of  re- 
formation from  Popery  these  hundred  years  bygone,  by  intimating 
that  the  church  had  need  of  pardon  for  the  same.  As  for  you, 
gentlemen,  (added  he  to  the  soldiers,)  I  wish  the  Lord  may  pardon 
your  countenancing  this  man  in  his  business."  One  of  them  scof- 
fingly  replied,  "  I  wish  we  never  do  a  greater  fibult."  "  WeU," 
said  Mr.  Guthrie,  <<  a  little  sin  may  damn  a  man*s  souL" 

After  all  this  had  passed,  Mr.  Guthrie  called  for  a  glass  of  ale, 
and,  craving  a  blessing,  himself  drank  to  the  commander  of  the  sol- 
diers, who,  after  being  civilly  entertained,  left  the  house.  At  par^ 
ing  with  the  curate,  Mr.  Guthrie  signified,  that  he  apprehended 
some  evident  mark  of  the  Lord's  displeasure  was  abiding  him,  for 
what  he  was  doing ;  and  seriously  warned  him  to  prepare  for  some 
stroke  coming  upon  him  very  soon. 

The  curate,  when  he  left  the  manse,  went  to  the  church  with  the 
soldiers,  as  his  hearers,  and  having,  preached  to  them  scarcely  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  intimated  from  the  pulpit  the  Bishop's  sentence 
against  Mr.  Guthrie.  "  Nobody  came  to  hear  him,"  says  Wodrow, 
^'  but  his  party  and  a  few  children,  who  created  him  some  disturb- 
ance, till  tiiey  were  chased  away  by  the  soldiers.  Indeed  the  people 
were  ready  to  have  sacrificed  their  all,  and  to  resist  even  unto 
blood,*  in  defence  of  the  gospel  and  their  minister,  had  they  been 


*  Redating  unto  blood,  in  the  wnae  of  the  Aposde  Paul,  Heb.  xlL  4.  was  not 
opponAng  force  to  foroe.  It  was  not  taking  arms  to  shed  the  blood  of  persecatois. 
It  was  Christians  vaSaing  their  own  blood  to  be  shed,  rather  than  make  any 
sinful  eompllanoe  with  -haman  authority.  Perhaps  Mr.  Guthrie*s  parishionen 
did  not  fully  understand  the  distinction,  and  they  would  hare  repelled  the  curate 
and  his  body  guard  by  force  of  arms,  had  they  not  been  deterred  by  their  minis- 
ter. His  behariour  on  the  oceaslon  was  most  exemplary ;  and  in  the  conduct  of 
this  leading  man  among  the  oorenanters,  we  see  nothing  like  treason,  or  sedition,  ^ 
or  ooatempt  of  lawful  authority,  of  which  the  writings  of  modem  times  so  un. 
Justly  accuse  them.  It  is  true,  that  sometime  afterwards,  many  of  the  coTenant- 
en  did  take  arms ;  and  I  believe  not  a  few  oi  Mr.  Guthrie's  hearers  wen  among 
them  ;  but  it  was  not  till  they  were  driren  to  it  by  the  wanton  barbarity  of  theii 
persecutors,  who  were  slaughtering  them  right  forward  in  cold  blood.  They  believed 
it  to  be  thdr  duty  to  stand  for  their  lires,  and  the  Ures  of  their  children,  like  the 
Jews  in  the  days  of  Esther,  when  Ilaman  had  pUnned  their  destruetioD.  Look- 
ing back  from  the  peaceful  height  on  whidi  we  now  stand,  we  say,  that  they  had . 
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permitted  lyy  liim."  <<  As  for  the  curate,"  contiiiues  Mr.  Wodrow, 
<<  I  am  well  assured  he  never  preached  any  more  afifcer  he  left  Feo- 
wick :  he  reached  Gla^ow,  hut  it  is  not  certain  if  he  reached  Cad- 
der,  though  hut  four  miles  from  GUasgow.  However,  in  a  few 
days  he  died,  in  great  torment,  of  an  iliac  passion ;  and  his  wife  and 
chUdren  died  all  in  a  year  or  tiierehy,  and  none  belonging  to  him 
were  left.  His  reward  of  five  pounds  was  dearly  boi^t ;  it  was 
the  price  of  blood,  Uie  blood  of  souls.  Neither  he  nor  his  had  any 
sati^fiu^on  in  it.  Such  a  dangerous  thing  it  is  to  meddle  with 
Christ's  servants." 

Aft;er  this  Mr.  Guthrie  continued  in  Fenwick,  until  the  year 
1665.  The  broths,  to  whom  his  paternal  estate  was  made  over, 
died  in  the  sununer  of  that  year,  which  made  him  and  his  wife  make 
a  journey  to  Angus  for  the  ordering  of  his  private  affiurs.  He  had 
not  been  long  there  when  he  was  seized  widi  a  complication  of  ^s* 
tempers,  the  gravel,  with  which  he  had  been  formeny  troubled,  the 
gout,  a  severe  heart-bum,  and  an  ulcer  in  the  kidneys :  all  whidi 
attacked  him  with  great  violence.  Being  thus  tormented  with  ex^ 
treme  pain,  his  friends  were  sometimes  obliged  to  hold  down  lus 
head,  and  up  his  feet ;  and  yet  he  would  say.  The  Lord  had  been 
kind  to  him,  notwithstanding  all  the  ills  he  had  done ;  and  at  the 
same  time  said,  ^*  Though  I  should  die  mad,  yet  I  know  I  shall  die 
in  the  Lord.  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  at  all 
times,  but  more  especially  when  a  flood  of  errors,  snares,  and  judg- 
ments, are  b^^inning  or  coming  on  a  nation^  church  or  people." 

In  the  midst  of  aU  this  heavy  affliction,  he  still  adored  the  mea- 
sures of  Divine  Providence,  though,  at  the  same  time,  he  longed  for 


better  not  have  taken  the  eword ;  that  they  ooght  rather  to  bare  anffered  i 
eatkm  in  all  iti  forme,  aa  the  flnt  Chriatiaaa  did,  leaving  it  to  the  Lord,  to  whom 
Tengeance  belonge,  to  yindicate  their  caoee ;  and  thue,  I  think,  we  lay  Uroly :  but 
the  Chriatians  of  that  period  had  not  attained  to  ttich  knowledge ;  and  there  are 
many  who,  to  this  day,  have  not  attained  it.  They  acted  from  a  oonedentions  con- 
viction that  such  was  their  daty ;  and  however  nuich  miataken  in  principle^  they 
are  entitled  to  full  credit  for  the  integrity  of  their  intentiona.  By  the  mere  un^ 
provoked  cruelty  of  the  ruling  powers  in  Scoilattd  at  that  time^  the  waste  of  hu- 
man life  was  very  great,  the  murders  for  conscience*  sake  were  very  numerous ; 
but  they  were  fearfully  increaaed  in  consequence  of  the  risings  at  Pentknd  Hid 
Bothwell  Bridge.  But  for  these  feeUe  and  awkward  attempto  to  fight  lor 
Christ's  kingdom,  it  is  probable  the  waste  of  human  life  would  not  have  been  ao 
great.  Had  the  flock  of  Christ  suiliBred  like  their  master,  with  the  meekneas  of 
lamlw  led  to  the  slaughter,  their  murderers  might  have  beoome  ashamed  or  tirtd 
of  tlieir  work.  But  when  the  murderers  found  themselves  opposed  by  their  own 
weapons ;  when  they  found  the  covenanters  in  arms  i^ainst  the  authority  of  Um 
state,  they  had  a  plausible  pretext  lor  oontinuing  and  increasing  the  work  of  msr- 
der,  wfatdi  they  did  to  a  horrible  extent.  I  mean  tiiose  remarks  to  ^ply  only  in 
so  ftr  as  our  worthy  ancestors  took  arua  lor  tiie  defence  of  the  goapeL  In  a  dvU 
and  pc^tlcal  point  of  view,  they  suffered  enous^  to  provoke  rssistanoa.  Tha 
principle  of  this  I  am  by  no  means  dispooed  to  condemn ;  but  the  prudence  of  it, 
in  their  drcnmstanoes,  is  very  ijuestiooablB ;  for  they  were  not  men  of  poUey. 
It  was  not  now,  as  at  the  first  period  of  the  Scotch  Reformation,  whan  modi  nen 
as  the  Regent  Murray  would  unite  and  direct  the  power  of  tha  peapk  agaisBt  the 
encroachments  of  Uwieso  tyranny.  W.  M<G. 
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his  disfloliitioii,  and  expressed  the  salisfiujiioa  with  which  he  would 
make  the  grmve  his  dwelling-place,  when  God  should  think  fit  to 
give  him  rest.  His  con^assionate  Master  did  at  last  indulge  the 
pious  breathing  of  his  soul ;  for  after  eight  or  ten  days'  illness,  he 
was  gathered  to  his  fathers.  He  died  in  the  house  of  his  brother- 
in-law,  Mr.  Lewis  Skinner,  of  Brechin,  upon  Wednesday  after- 
noon, October  10th,  1665,  in  the  45th  year  of  his  age,  and  was 
buried  in  the  chureh  of  Brechin,  immediately  under  the  seat  beloiig- 
ing  to  his  fiunily. 

During  his  sickness  he  wias  visited  by  the  Bishop  of  Brechin,  and 
several  Episcopal  ministers  and  relations,  who  all  had  a  high  value 
for  him ;  and  to  them  he  expressed  his  sorrow  with  great  freedom» 
for  their  compliance  with  the  corrupted  establishment  in  ecclesiasti- 
cal affairs.  He  died  in  the  full  assurance  of  faith,  as  to  his  own  in- 
terest in  God's  eovenant,  and  under  the  pleasing  hopes,  that  God 
would  return  in  g^ry  to  the  church  of  Scotland. 

As  to  his  character,  Mr.  Livingstone,  in  his  memorable  Charac- 
teristics, says,  that  he  *'  was  a  man  of  most  ready  wit,  fruitful  in- 
vention, and  apposite  comparisons,  qualified  boUi  to  awaken  and 
pacify  die  conscience,  straight  and  sealous  for  the  cause  of  Christ, 
and  a  great  light  in  the  west  of  Scotland."  And  elsewhere,  .that 
**  in  his  doctrine,  he  was  as  full  and  free  as  any  man  in  Scotland 
had  ever  been ;  which,  together  with  the  excdlency  of  his  preach- 
ing gift,  did  so  recommend  him  to  the  affection  of  his  people,  that 
they  tamed  the  com  field  of  his  glebe  into  a  little  town,  every  one 
building  a  house  for  his  i^mily  on  it,  that  they  might  live  under  the - 
drop  of  his  ministry."  In  like  manner,  Mr.  Crawford  in  a  MS.  not 
published,  says  of  him  that  he  was  a  burning  and  shining  light ; 
that  he  converted  and  confirmed  many  thousands  of  souls,  and  was 
esteemed  the  greatest  preacher  in  Scotland.  Indeed  he  was  ac- 
counted as  well  qualified  for  confirming  those  who  were  under  soul 
exercise,  as  almost  any  in  his  age,  or  any  age  we  have  heard  of. — 
Many  have  made  reflections  on  him,  because  he  left  off  his  ministry, 
on  account  of  the  Bishop's  suspension ;  his  reasons  may  be  taken 
from  what  has  been  already  related.  It  is  trae,  the  authority  of  the 
Stuarts  was  too  much  the  idol  of  jealousy  to  many  of  our  worthy 
Scots  reformers;  for  we  may  weU  wonder,  as  a  late  author,  no 
great  enemy  to  these  civil  powers,  has  observed,  that  the  nation  did 
not  rise  up  as  one  man,  to  cut  off  those  who  had  razed  the  whole  of 
the  Presbyterian  constitution;  but  the  Lord,  for  holy  and  wise 
ends,  saw  meet  to  cut  off  those  in  power  by  anothw  arm  after  they 
had  all  been  brought  to  the  frumace  together ;  although  it  mig^t 
wett  have  been  seen,  as  Mr.  Guthrie  observed,  <<  That  the  civil 
power  laid  the  foundation  for  the  other." 

So  far  as  can  be  learned,  Mr.  GuArie  never  preached  in  Fen- 
wick  after  the  intimation  of  the  Bishop's  sentence ;  but  it  is  related, 
tiiat  he,  yfith  many  of  his  people,  having  gone  upon  a  time  to 
SCewarton,  to  hear  a  young  nunister  preach ;  and,  on  coming  home, 
understanding  that  they  were  not  pleased  with  the  Sermon,  he  pro- 
posed, if  they  pleased,  at  a  convenient  place,  to  let  them  hear  part 
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of  it  agtin.  Sitttng  down,  therefore,  on  the  ground,  in  a  fine  sum- 
mer night  about  sunset,  they  listened  with  much  pleasure  while  he 
rehearsed  the  sermon,  and  thought  it  a  wonderfully  great  ctee,  be- 
cause of  his  good  delirery,  and  their  amazing  lore  to  him :  after 
which  they  rose  and  set  forward. 

All  allow  that  Mr.  Guthrie  was  a  man  of  strong  natural  parts, 
notwithstanding  his  being  also  a  hard  student.  His  voice  was  of  the 
best  sort,  and  was  managed  with  a  charming  cadence  and  elevation ; 
his  oratory  was  powerfol,  and  by  it  he  was  wholly  master  of  the 
passions  of  his  hearers.  His  person  was  stately  and  well  set,  his 
features  comely  and  handsome.  To  his  strong  dear  voice  he  joined 
a  good  ear,  which  gave  him  a  talent  for  nrasic ;  a  talent  he  failed 
not  to  employ  in  tjie  noblest  of  all  exercises,  the  praising  of  his 
God  and  Saviour,  with  extraordinary  ardour  and  unwearied  dili- 
gence. He  was  an  eminent  physidan  at- healing  of  the  broken  spirit, 
and  in  Rearing  a  doubtful  case  of  conscience ;  so  that  persons  afflicted 
spirituallV)  came  far  and  near,  and  received  much  satisfiiction  and 
eomfort  by  him. 

Besides  his  valuable  treatise  already  mentioned,  there  are  a  few 
verv  fiuthful  sermons,  bearing  his  name,  said  to  be  preached  at  Fen- 
ifrioE,  from  Matth.  xix.  44,  &c  Hos.  xiii.  9,  &c  But  because  they 
are  somewhat  rude  in  expression,  differing  from  the  style  of  his 
treatise,  some  have  thought  them  spurious,  or  at  least  not  as  they 
were  at  first  delivered  by  him.  And  as  for  that  treatise  on  ruling 
elders,  which  is  now  affixed  to  the  last  edition  of  his  treatise,  called 
his  works,  it  was  written  by  his  cousin,  Mr.  James  Guthrie.  There 
are  also  some  other  discourses  of  his,  yet  in  manuscript,  out  of  which 
I  had  occasion  to  transcribe  seventeen  sermons,  published  in  the  year 
1779.  There  are  yet  a  great  variety  of  sermons,  and  notes  of  ser- 
mons, bearing  his  name,  still  in  manuscript,  some  of  which  seem  to 
be  written  by  his  own  hand. 


ROBERT  BLAIR. 

Mr.  Blair  was  bom  at  Irvine  in  159S.  His  father  John  Blair 
of  Windyedge,  was  a  younger  brother  of  the  ancient  and  honoura- 
ble family  of  Blair  of  that  Ilk ;  his  mother  Beatrix  Muir,  was  of  the 
no  less  ancient  and  honourable  family  of  Rowallan.  His  father  died 
while  he  was  young,  and  left  his  mother  with  six  children,  of  whom 
Robert  was  the  youngest.  She  continued  nearly  fifty  years  a  widow, 
and  lived  till  she  was  an  hundred  years  old. 

Mr.  Robert  entered  into  the  college  of  Glasgow,  about  the  year 
1608,  where  he  studied  hard,  and  made  great  progress ;  but  lest  he 
should  have  been  puffsd  up  with  his  proficiency,  as  he  himself  ob- 
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•enrei,  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  visit  him  with  atertian  fever,  foriiill 
lour  months,  to  the  gratt  detriment  of  his  studies. 

Nothing  remarkable  occorred  till  the  20th  year  of  his  age.  Hav- 
ing then  finbhed  his  eonrse  of  philosophy,  under  the  discipline 
of  his  own  brother,  Mr.  William  Blair,  who  was  afterwards  minister 
at=  Dumbarton,  he  engaged  for  some  time  to  be  assistant  to  an 
aged  sdioolmaster  at  Glasgow,  who  had  above  300  scholars  under 
hu  instruction,  the  half  of  whom  were  committed  to  the  charge  of 
Mr.  Blair.  At  this  time  he  was  called,  by  the  ministry  of  the  fiumous 
Mr.  Boyd  of  Trochrig,  then  principal  of  the  college  of  Glasgow,  in 
whose  hwd,  as  he  himself  observes  in  his  Memoirs,  the  Lord  put  the 
key  of  his  heart,  so  that  whenever  he  heard  him  in  public  or  private, 
he  profited  much,  he  being  as  it  were  sent  to  him  from  God,  to  speak 
the  words  of  eternal  life. 

Two  years  after,  he  was  admitted  in  the  room  of  his  brother,  Mr. 
William,  to  be  regent  in  the  college  of  Glasgow,  though  not  without 
die  oppo»tion  of  Archbishop  Law,  who  had  promised  that  place  to 
another. — But  neither  the  principal  nor  regents  giving  place  to  his 
motion,  Mr.  Blair  was  admitted.  After  his  admisBion,  his  elder 
colleagues  perceiving  what  skill  he  had  in  humanity,  urged  him  to 
read  uie  ckssical  au&ors ;  upon  which  he  began  to  read  Plato ;  but 
the  Lord  being  displeased  with  this  design,  diverted  him  from  it,  by 
his  meeting  with  Augustine's  Confessions,  in  which  he  inveigh 
sharply  against  the  education  of  youth  in  heathen  writings. — He 
therefore  betook  himself  to  the  reading  of  the  holy  Scriptures,  and 
the  ancient  fathers,  especially  Augustine ;  and  though  he  perceived 
that  our  reformed  divines  were  more  sound  than  some  of  the  an- 
cient, yet  in  his  spare  hours  he  was  resolved  to  peruse  the  ancient 
authors,  and  made  considerable  progress. 

In  the  summer  of  1616,  he  entered  upon  trials  for  license,  and  hav- 
ing obtained  it,  was  required  to  preach  in  the  College  Kirk  die  Sab- 
biUh  immediately  aft;er.  This  accordingly  he  did,  and  some  years 
after,  he  was,  to  his  great  surprise,  told  by  some  of  his  hearers,  who 
were  better  acquainted  with  religion  than  he  was  then,  that  in  his 
sermon  the  Lord  spoke  to  dieir  hearts ;  which  not  only  surprised, 
but  stirred  him  up  still  more  and  more  to  follow  after  the  Lord. — 
His  experience,  however,  at  the  time  was,  in  some  instances,  much 
less  calculated  to  flatter  his  self-esteem.  Thus,  it  is  related,  that  on 
one  occasion  shortly  aft^r  that  above  alluded  to,  he,  by  a  remarkable 
providence,  had  for  his  hearer  die  famous  Mr.  Bruce,  and  being  de- 
sirous to  have  the  judgment  of  so  great  and  good  a  man  upon  his 
discourse,  he  often  said  that  he  should  never  forget  the  criticism 
which  he  g^ve,  "  I  found,"  said  he,  "  your  sermon  very  polished  and 
well  digi»ted,  but  there  b  one  thing  I  did  miss  in  it,  to  wit,  the 
Spirit  of  God ;  I  found  hot  that."  This  gave  him  to  understand, 
that  to  be  a  minister  of  Jesus  Christ,  implied  something  more  than  to 
be  a  knowing  and  eloquent  preacher. 

In  regard  also  to  hb  experience  as  a  private  Christian,  he  had  oo- 
casion^y  some  checks.  Upon  an  evening  in  the  same  year,  having 
been  engaged  with  some  irreligious  company,  he  found  himself  on 
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retnrniiig  to  hit  duunber  to  hif  wonted  devotion,  like  to  be  deserted 
of  God,  spent  a  very  reetlew  night,  and  to-morrow  resolved  on  a 
day  of  fksUng,  humiliation,  and  prayer.  Towards  the  end  of  that 
day,  he  found  access  to  €rod  with  sweet  peace,  through  Jesus  Christ, 
and  determined  to  beware  of  such  company;  but  running  into  ano- 
ther extreme  of  rudeness  and  incivility  to  profime  persons,  he  found 
it  was  very  hard  for  a  short-sighted  sinner  to  hold  the  right  way. 

While  he  was  regent  in  college,  upon  a  report  that  some  sinful 
oath  was  to  be  imposed  upon  the  masters,  he  inquired  at  Mr.  Gavin 
Forsyth,  one  of  his  fellow-regents,  what  he  would  do  in  this.  He 
answered,  "  By  my  faith,  I  must  live." — Mr.  Blair  said,  *'  Sir,  I  will 
not  swear  by  my  faith,  as  you  do,  but  truly  I  intend  to  live  by  my 
fiuth.  You  may  choose  your  own  way,  but  I  will  adventure  on  the 
Lord." — And  so  this  man  to  whom  the  matter  of  an  oath  was  a 
small  thing,  continued  after  he  was  gone ;  but  some  years  after- 
wards, was  in  such  poverty,  as  forced  him  to  supplicate  the  General 
Assembly  for  r^ef.  Mr.  Blair,  who  was  then  moderator,  upon  his 
appearing  in  such  a  desperate  case,  could  not  shun  observing  on  his 
former  conduct;  and  upon  his  address  to  him  in  private,  with  great 
tenderness  put  him  in  mind,  that  he  himself  had  been  carried  throng 
by  that  faitii,  at  which  he  had  formerly  scoffed. 

Some  time  after  he  ceased  to  be  a  regent  in  the  college,  he  fell 
under  deep  exercise  of  soul,  and  therein  attuned  unto  mudi  com- 
fort— Among  others,  that  saying,  ihejust  sJuUi  Uve  byfttUhy  sound- 
ed loudly  in  his  ears,  and  led  him  to  search  the  sariptures  anew  on 
the  subject. 

<*  By  this  study  of  the  nature  of  faith,"  says  he,  ^^  and  especially 
of  the  text  before  mentioned,  I  learned  1st,  that  nominal  Christians, 
or  common  professors,  were  much  deluded  in  their  way  of  bdlieving ; 
and  that  not  only  do  Papists  err,  who  place  faitli  in  an  implicit  as- 
sent to  the  truth  which  they  know  not,  and  say  that  it  is  better  de- 
fined by  ignorance  than  knowledge,  (a  way  of  believing  very  suita- 
ble to  Antichrist's  slaves ;  who  are  led  by  the  nose  they  know  not 
whither,)  but  also  secure  Protestants,  who  abusing  the  description 
given  of  old  of  faith,  say,  that  it  implies  an  assured  knowle<^  in 
the  person  who  believes  of  the  love  of  Grod  in  Christ  to  him  in  par- 
ticular. This  assurance  is  no  doubt  attainable,  and  many  believers 
do  comfortably  enjoy  the  same,  as  our  divines  prove  unanswerably 
against  the  Popish  doctors,  who  maintain  the  necessity  of  perpetual 
doubting,  and  miscall  comfortable  assurance,  the  Protestant's  pre- 
sumption. But  notwithstanding,  that  comfortable  assurance  doth 
ordinarily  accompany  a  high  degree  of  fiiith,  yet  that  assurance  is 
not  to  be  found  in  all  the  degrees  of  saving  faith ;  so  that  by  not 
adverting  to  that  distinction,  many  gracious  souls  and  sound  be- 
lievers, who  have  received  Jesus  Cluist,  and  rested  upon  him  as  he 
ia  offered  to  them  in  the  word,  have  been  much  puzzled,  as  if  they 
were  not  believers  at  all :  on  the  other  hand,  many  secure  and  im- 
penitent sinners,  who  have  not  yet  believed  the  Lord's  holiness,  nor 
abhorrence  of  sin,  nor  their  own  ruined  state  and  condition,  do  from 
self-love  imagine,  without  any  warrant  of  the  word,  that  they  are 
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belored  of  Crod,  and  that  the  foresaid  descriptioa  of  fiuth  agrees 
well  to  them. 

<'  2dfyf  I  peroeiTO,  Uiat  many  who  make  a  right  use  of  fiuth  in 
order  to  attain  to  the  knowhdge  of  their  jnstL&eation,  make  no 
direct  ose  of  it  in  order  to  sancdfioadon ;  iad  that  the  living  of 
ihejutt  by  faitky  reacheth  £Euther  than  I  formerly  conoeired :  and 
that  the  heart  is  purified  hy  faith.  If  any  say,  why  did  I  not  know, 
that,  j>r6ciou8  £uth,  being  a  grace,  is  not  only  a  part  of  our  holiness, 
but  does  promote  other  parts  of  holiness ;  I  answer,  that  I  did  in« 
deed  know  this,  and  made  use  of  &ith  as  a  motive  to  stir  me  up  to 
holiness,  according  to  the  apostle's  exhortation,  Having  thei>^bre 
thetept(mm$9  let  us  cleanse  ourselves  jrom  ail  fiUkmess  of  the  flesk 
and  spirit^  perfieting  holiness  in  ^fear  cfihe  Lord.  But  I  had  not 
before  learned  to  noAke  use  of  feuth  as  a  mean  and  instrument  to 
draw  holiness  out  of  Christ,  though  it  may  be,  I  had  both  heard  and 
qN>ken  that,  by  way  of  a  transient  notion ;  but  then  I  learned  to 
purpose,  that  they  who  receive  fcurgiveness  of  sin,  are  sanctified 
though  £uth  in  Christ,  as  our  glorious  Saviour  taught  the  Apostle,* 
Then  I  saw,  that  it  was  no  wonder  that  my  not  making  use  of 
faith  for  sanctification,  as  has  been  said,  occasioned  an  obstruction 
in  the  progress  of  holiness;  and  J  perceived,  that  making  use  of 
Christ  for  sanctification,  without  directly  employing  fiuth  to  ex- 
tract the  same  out  of  him,  was  like  one  seeking  water  out  of  a 
de^  wdl,  without  a  long  cord  to  let  down  the  bucket  and 
draw  it  up  again* — Then  was  I  like  one  that  came  to  the  store- 
house, but  got  my  provision  reached  unto  me  as  it  were  through  a 
window ;  I  had  come'  to  the  house  of  mercy,  but  had  not  found  the 
ri^t  door ;  but  by  this  discovery  I  found  a  patent  door,  at  which  to 
go  in,  to  receive  provision  and  furniture  finom  Christ  Jesus.  Hius 
Uie  blessed  Lord  trained  me  up,  step  by  step,  snfiering  many  diffi- 
canities  to  arise,  that  more  light  from  himsdf  might  flow  in. 

<^  I  hoped  then  to  make  better  progress,  and  with  less  stumbling ; 
bat  shortly  after,  I  met  with  another  difficulty ;  and  wondering  wlut 
discovery  would  uext  dear  the  way,  I  found  that  tiie  Spirit  cf  holi- 
ness, whose  immediate  and  proper  work  was  to  sanctify,  had  been 
dieted,  and  thereby  grieved ;  for  though  the  Holy  Spirit  had  been 
teMhing,  and  I  had  beoi  spealdng  of  him  and  to  him  frequently,  and 
had  been  seeking  the  outpouring  thereof,  and  urging  others  to  seek 
the  same,  yet  that  discovery  appeared  unto  me  a  new  practical 
lesson ;  and  so  I  laboured  more  to  cherish  and  not  to  quench  the 
Holy  Spirit,  praying  to  be  led  into  all  truth,  according  to  the  scrip- 
ture, by  that  blessed  guide ;  and  that,  by  that  heavenly  Comforter,  I 
might  DO  encouraged  in  all  troubles,  and  sealed  up  thereby  in  string 
aasarance  c^  my  interest  in  God. 

'<  About  that  time,  the  Lord  set  me  to  work  to  stir  up  the  stu- 
dents under  my  discipline,  eamestiy  to  study  piety,  and  to  be  dili- 
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gent  in  secret  seeking  of  the  Lord ;  and  my  endeayonrs  tlus  way 
were  graciously  blessed  to  several  of  them." 

Shortly  after  this,  Dr.  Cameron  being  brought  from  France,  and 
settled  as  principal  of  the  college  in  place  of  Mr.  Boyd,  and  b^ng 
wholly  bent  on  the  promotion  of  Episcopacy,  urged  Mr.  Blair  to 
conform  to  the  Perth  Artides ;  but  this  ne  refused.  And  it  being 
usual  in  those  days,  for  the  Regents  to  meet  together  and  dispute 
on  some  thesis  for  their  own  improvement,  Mr.  Blair  on  one  occa- 
sion obtained  an  advantage  over  his  opponent,  a  Frendi  student, 
who  maintained  that  election  proceeded  upon  foreseen  faith;  but  the 
Doctor  having  stated  himself  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Blur,  the  latter 
was  urged  to  a  second  dispute,  and  did  so  drive  him  into  the  mire 
of  Arminianism,  as  did 'redound  much  to  the  Doctor's  ignominy. 
Mr.  Blur  and  he,  indeed,  were  afterwards  recondled,  but  yet  so 
nettled  was  he  by  that  dispute,  that  he  improved  nil  occasions 
against  him ;  and  with  that  view,  when  Mr.  Blair  happened  to  be  on 
a  visit  to  some  of  his  friends,  he  caused  one  Gardner  to  search  his 
prelections  on  Aristotle,  and  finding  some  things  capable  of  being 
wrested,  he  presented  them  to  the  Archbishop  of  Glasgow.  This 
coming  to  Mr.  Blair  s  ears,  he  was  so  far  from  betraying  innocence, 
being  assured  the  Lord  would  clear  his  int^rity,  that  he  prepared  a 
written  apology,  and  desired  a  public  hearing  before  the  ministers 
and  magistrates  of  the  city ;  whidi  being  granted,  he  managed  the 
point  so  well,  that  all  present  professed  their  entire  satisfaction  with 
him  ;  and  one  of  the  ministers  who  had  been  previously  influenced 
against  him,  even  said  in  the  face  of  the  meeting,  "  Would  to  God 
King  James  had  been  present  and  heard  what  answers  that  man  has 
given."  With  such  a  powerful  antagonist,  however,  his  life  was 
so  uneasy,  that  he  resolved  to  leave  the  college,  and  go  abroad ; 
which  resolution  was  no  sooner  known,  than  the  Doctor  and  the 
Archbishop  knowing  his  abilities,  wrote  letters  requesting  him  to 
stay ;  but  he  judging  that  little  trust  was  to  be  put  in  their  promi- 
ses, demitted  his  charge,  took  his  leave  of  the  Doctor,  and  left  the 
college,  to  the  great  gri^  of  his  fellow-r^ents,  the  students,  and  the 
people  of  Glasgow. 

Though  he  had  several  charges  in  Scotland  presented  to  him,  to- 
gether with  an  invitation  to  go  to  France,  yet  next  day  after  leav- 
ing Glasgow,  having  had  an  invitation  to  be  minister  of  Bangor  in 
Ireland,  (a  call  he  for  some  time  rejected,  until  rebuked  of  the  Lord), 
he  at  length  set  his  face  towards  that  country ;  and  although  he  met 
with  a  contrary  wind,  and  became  sea-sick,  yet  upon  the  very  sig^t 
of  land,  he  was  made  to  exult  with  great  joy.  It  is  also  related  of 
him,  that  when  he  came  near  Bangor,  he  nad  a  strong  impression 
borne  in  upon  his  mind,  that  the  dean  thereof  was  sick :  an  impression 
which  he  found  to  be  true  when  he  came  thither.  Mr.  Gibson,  the 
incumbent,  being  sick,  invited  him  to  preach.  This  he  did  for  three 
Sabbaths  with  much  acceptance  to  the  people  of  the  parish ;  upon 
which  the  Dean,  though  formerly  but  a  very  careless  person,  told 
Mr.  Blair  that  he  would  succeed  lum  in  that  place ;  and  exhorted  him 
in  the  name  of  Christ,  not  to  leave  the  good  way  in  whidi  he  had 
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began  to  walk.  He  condemned  Episcopacy  more  tlian  even  Mr 
Blair  did;  and  drawing  his  head  towards  his  bosom,  with  both  his 
arms,  he  blessed  him ;  which  conduct  being  so  unlike  himself,  and 
bis  speech  so  different  from  his  usual,  made  a  person  standing  by, 
say,  "  An  angel  is  speaking  out  of  the  Dean's  bed  to  Mr.  iSair." 
After  a  few  days  he  died,  and  Mr.  Blair  was  settled  in  his  place. 
In  regard  to  his  ordination,  the  following  singular  &ct  is  related. 
He  went  to  Knox,  the  Bishop  of  the  diocese,  told  him  his  opinions, 
and  siud,  that  ordination  by  one  man  did  not  accord  with  his  prind* 
pies.  But  the  Bishop,  informed  before-hand  of  his  great  talents  and 
piety,  answered  him  as  follows,  ''  Whaterer  you  account  of  Episco- 
pacy, yet  I  know  you  account  Presbyterj  to  have  a  divine  warrant. 
Will  yon  not  receive  ordination  from  Mr.  Cunningham  and  the  ad- 
jacent brethren,  and  let  me  come  in  among  them  in  no  other  rela- 
tion than  a  Presbyter;"  for  on  no4ower  terms  could  he  be  answerable 
to  law.  This  Mr.  Blair  could  not  refuse,  and  he  was  accordingly 
orduned  about  the  year  1623 

Being  thus  setded,  he  found  his  charge  very  great,  having  above 
1200  persons  come  to  age,  besides  children,  who  stood  much  in  need 
of  instruction.  His  labours,  however,  were  correspondingly  arduous. 
He  preached  twice  a-week,  besides  on  the  Loin's  day,  and  on  these 
occasions  he  had  great  freedom  and  support  granted  him,  and  was 
the  instrument  of  much  good  to  others. 

He  became  a  chief  mean  in  that  great  work  which  appeared 
shortly  thereafter,  at  Six-mile  Water,  and  other  parts  in  die  coun- 
ties of  Down  and  Antrim ;  and  that  not  only  by  his  own  ministry, 
in  which  he  was  both  diligent  and  fkithfut  but  also  by  the  great 
pains  he  took  to  stir  up  others  to  the  like  duty. 

Shortly  after  the  conmiencement  of  his  ministry,  he  met  with  a 
most  notable  deliverance ;  for  staying  in  a  high  house  at  the  end  of 
the  town  until  the  manse  should  be  built,  and  being  late  at  hii 
studies,  his  landlady  went  into  a  room  under  which  he  lay  to  bring 
bim  a  candle,  and  discovered,  to  her  astonishment;^  that  a  joist  imme- 
diately under  his  bed  had  taken  fire,  which,  had  he  been  in  bed  as 
usual,  the  consequence,  in  all  probability,  had  been  dreadful  to  the 
whole  town,  as  well  as  to  bun,  the  wind  being  strong  from  that 
quarter ;  but  by  the  timeous  alarm  being  given,  &e  danger  was  pre- 
vented, which  made  him  give  thanks  to  God  for  this  great  deliverance. 

When  he  first  celebrated  the  Lord's  si:q>per,  his  heart  was  much 
lifted  up  in  speaking  of  the  new  covenant,  wUch  made  him  in  the 
view  of  a  second  administration  of  that  ormnance,  resolve  to  go 
back  to  that  same  inexhaustible  fountain  of  consolation ;  and  coming 
over  to  Scotland  about  the  time,*  he  received  no  small  assistance 
from  Mr.  Dickson,  who  was  then  restored  to  his  flock  at  Irvine,  and 
studying  and  preaching  on  the  same  subject. 

But  it  was  not  many  years  that  he  had  liberty  thus  to  exercise 


*  It  Mems  to  have  been  about  this  time,  that  Mr.  Blair  married  his  flnt  wih, 
Beatrix  Hamilton ;  a  rery  gradous  woman,  of  the  house  of  Bardnie. 
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his  offiee.  In  luurrett  16S1,  he  and  Mr*  Livingitone  wera  sngpended 
by  the  then  Bishop  of  Down ;  hot  npon  reoonne  to  Dr.  Udior,  who 
sent  a  letter  to  the  Bishop,  thinr  sentence  was  rduced,  and  tiiey 
again  went  on  in  their  bbonrs,  until  May  1632,  when  they  were  de- 
posed from  tike  office  of  the  holy  miiustry. 

After  this,  no  redress  oonld  be  had ;  npon  which  Mr.  Blair  re- 
solred  on  a  jonmey  to  Gonrt,  to  represent  their  grierances  to  the 
King ;  bat  after  his  arriyal  at  London,  he  could  have  no  access  to  his 
majesty,  and  so  laboured  under  many  difficulties  with  little  hopes  of 
rechress.  One  day,  howerer,  having  gone  to  Greenwidi  Park,  oeing 
wearied  with  waiting  on  the  Court,  and  haying  engaged  in  prayov 
he  adventured  to  propone  a  sign,*  by  which  the  Lord  assured  him 
that  his  wishes  would  ere  long  bo  realiied ;  and  shortly  after  he 
received  a  dispatch  to  his  mind,  in  which  the  King  did  not  only 
grant  his  petition,  but  with  his  own  hand,  wrote  on  the  maigin, 
(directed  to  the  depute),  **  Indulge  these  men,  for  they  are  Soots- 
men." 

It  was  while  in  England  that  he  had,  from  Eaekiel  xxiv.  16.  a 
strange  discovery  of  his  wife*s  death,  and  the  very  bed  whereon  she 
was  lying,  and  the  particular  acquaintances  atteiMling  her ;  and  al- 
though she  was  in  good  health  at  his  retnm  home,  yet  in  a  little 
all  tfaos  exactly  came  to  pass. 

Upon  his  return,  the  king's  letter  being  slighted  by  the  depute, 
who  was  newly  returned  from  England,  he  was  forced  once  more  to 
have  recourse  to  Archbishop  Usher.  The  good  Archbishop  shed 
tears  that  he  could  not  help  them ;  but  by  the  interposition  of  Lord 
Castlestuart  with  the  King,  they  got  six  months*  Uberty.  Shortly 
BlSter  this,  however,  in  November  1634,  he  was  convened  before  the 
Bishop,  and  the  sentence  of  excommunication  pronounced  against 
him.  After  sentence,  Mr.  IMair  rose  up,  and  publicly  cited  the 
Bishop  to  appear  before  the  tribunal  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  answer 
for  that  wicked  deed.  Upon  this  the  Bishop  appealed  from  the 
justice  of  God  to  his  mercy;  but  Mr.  Biaar  replicMl,  <<  Your  appeal 
is  like  to  be  rejected,  because  you  act  against  the  light  of  your 
own  conscience."  In  a  few  months  afterwards  he  fell  sick;  and 
the  physician  inquiring  of  his  sickness,  he  after  some  time's  silence, 
with  great  difficulty  said,  ^^  It  is  my  conscienoe,  man."  To  this 
the  Doctor  replied,  '^  I  have  no  cure  for  that ;"  and  in  a  littie  time 
after,  he  died. 

After  his  ejection,  Mr.  Blair  preached  often  in  his  own  and  in 
other  houses,  until  the  beginning  of  16S5,  when  he  began  to  think 
of  marriage  with  Catherine,  daughter  of  Hugh  Montgomery,  for- 


*  There  appears,  I  think,  more  of  superstition  than  of  Christian  wisdom  in 
seeking  such  a  "  sign  from  hearen.**  This  was  seeldog  a  prirate  revelation, — 
something  hedde  wliat  is  contained  in  Scripture,  which  is  inconsistent  with  the 
ftmdammtal  principle  of  protestantism.  AU  Scriptore  is  giren  hj  Inspiration  of 
God;  and  is  aUe  to  make  the  man  of  God  perfect;  that  Is,  perfectlj  instructed  In 
the  whole  will  of  God.  It  is  great  presumption  then,  to  ask  for  any  other  re- 
Telation,  and  God  has  not  promised  any  other.  W.  M<G. 
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merly  of  Boibie,  in  Aynhire,  (th^i  in  Ireland),  with  which  riew  he 
onme  over  to  Scotkmd  widi  his  own  and  his  wife's  friends.  And 
i^Km  his  refeom  to  Lrehuid,  they  were  married  in  the  month  of  May 
following. 

Bat  matters  stiU  oontinning  the  same,  he  engaged  with  the  rest 
of  the  ejeeted  ministers  in  thdr  reflation  of  fomlding  a  ship,  on 
pwpose  to  go  to  New  England,  an  enterprise  which,  as  already  men* 
tioned,  aftowards  miscanried.  Haying  got  about  300  or  400  leagues 
fiom  Ireland,  they  encountered  a  terrible  hurricane,  which  forced 
them  back  to  the  same  harbour  from  whence  they  loosed ;  tiie 
Lord  haTing  work  for  them  elsewhere,  it  was  fit  their  purposes 
should  be  Seated.  Mr.  Blair  continued  four  months  after  this 
in  Ireland,  when  upon  information  that  he  and  Mr.  Livingstone  were 
to  be  apprehended,  they  immediately  took  shipping,  and  landed  in 
Scotland  in  1637.  During  the  summer  afW  his  arrival,  he  was 
as  much  emploved  in  pubUo  and  private  exercises  as  before,  mostly 
at  Irvine  and  tne  country  around,  and  partly  in  Edinburgh.  But 
things  being  then  in  grcNit  confusion,  because  of  the  service-book 
being  urged  upon  the  ministers,  his  old  inclination  to  go  to  France 
revived ;  and  upon  an  invitation  to  be  chaplain  of  CoL  Hepburn's 
regiment  in  the  Frendi  service,  newly  inlisted  in  Scotland,  he  em- 
barked at  Leith ;  but  some  of  die  recruits,  who  were  mostly  High- 
landers, being  deq»arately  widced,  and  threatening  upon  his  reproof 
to  stab  him,  he  resolved  to  quit  the  voyage,  and  railing  on  the  ship- 
master to  set  him  on  shore,  without  inqmrting  his  design,  a  boat  was 
immediately  ordered  for  his  service ;  on  this  occasion  he  met  with 
yet  another  deliverance,  for  his  foot  sliding,  he  was  in  danger  of  go- 
ug  to  the  bottom,  but  the  Lord  ordered,  that  he  got  hold  of  a  rope 
by  which  he  hung  till  he  was  relieved. 

Mr.  Blair's  return  gave  great  satisfaction  to  his  friends  at  Edin- 
Imrgh,  and  the  reformation  being  then  in  the  ascendant,  in  the  spring 
of  163S,  he  got  a  call  to  be  colleague  to  Mr.  Annan,  at  Ayr;  and 
upon  May  2d,  at  a  meeting  of  the  presbytery,  having  preached  from 
2  Cor.  iv.  5.  he  was,  at  the  special  desire  of  all  the  people  there,  ad- 
mitted minister. 

He  staid  not  long  here ;  for  having  at  the  General  Assembly  held 
at  Glasgow  in  1638,  vindicated  himself,  both  anent  his  affiur  with 
Dr.  Cameron,  while  regent  in  the  University,  and  his  settlement  in 
Ireland,  he  was  by  them  ordered  to  be  transported  to  St.  Andrews. 
It  would  appear^  however,  that  he  himself  did  not  see  his  way  clearly 
as  to  this  change,  and  so  the  burgh  of  Ayr,  where  the  Lord  had 
begun  to  bless  his  labours,  enjoyed  his  presence  for  another  year. 
Burt;  the  Assembly  held  at  Edinburgh  1639,  being  offended  at  his 
disobeying,  orderod  him  peremptorily  to  transport  himself  thither. 

In  1640,  when  the  King,  by  the  advice  of  die  deigy,  had  caused 
the  articles  of  the  former  treaty  with  the  Scots  to  be  burned,  and 
again  was  prepared  to  chastise  them  with  an  army,  the  Scots  resolv- 
ing not  always  to  play  afier-game,  also  raised  an  army,  invaded 
Ekagland,  routed  about  4000  Ekiglish  at  Newbum,  had  Newcastle 
surrendered  to  them,  and  within  two  days  were  masters  of  Durham. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


dOi  SCOTS  WORTHIES. 

Tliis  produced  a  new  treaty  more  fiivoiiraUe  than  Uie  former ;  and 
with  this  army  was  Kr.. Blair,  who,  when  thai  treaty  was  on  Ibot, 
was  called  upon  to  assist  the  cominiaBiQBerB  with  his  Iwcft  adfioeb 

Again,  afier  the  Irish  rebellion  in  1641,  those  who  survwwi-the 
storm  supplicated- the  General  Assembly  daaaiag  ike  next  year  for  a 
supply  of  ministers,  upon  which  several  went  over,  and  aaonf  'the 
first  Mr.  Blair.  During  his  stay  there,  he  genarally  preached  onoe 
every  day,  and  twice  on  Sabbath,. sometunes  £Bam  neeesshy  ia  the 
fields ;  on  some  of  these  occasions  he  aba  adminiateged  the  LordV 
supper. 

Afiter  his  return,  the  condition  of  chi&di  and  alate  was  Taiions 
during  the  years  1643  and  1644.  -  In  the  former  of  these  years  he 
acted  as  one  of  the  Committee  of  the  General  Assembly,  whio  agi^ed 
to  a  solemn  league  and  covenant  betwixt  Scotland  and  &q;laad ;  and 
in  the  end  of  the  same  year,  whan  the  Scots  assisted  the  English 
Parliament,  Mr.  Blair  was  aj^inted  minister  to  tiie  Earl  of  <>aw- 
fbrd*8  regiment ;  with  whom  he  staid  until  the  King  was  rented  at 
Marstoiwnuir,  July  1644,  when  he  retnised  to  his  charge  at  St. 
Andrews. 

When  the  Parliament  and  Commission  of  the  Assendbly  sat  at 
Perth  in  July  1645,  the  Parliament  was  opened  with  a  sermon  by 
Mr.  Blair ;  and  after  having  upon  the  forenoon  of  the  27th,  a  day  of 
solemn  humiliation,  preached  again  to  the  pariiament,  he  rode  ont  to 
the  army,  then  encamped  at  Torgondenny,  and  preached  to  Craw- 
ford s  and  Maitland's  regiments. — He  told  tiie  brigade,  that  he  was 
informed,  many  of  th«n  were  beoome  dissalnte  and  profane ;  and 
he  assured  them,  that  though  the  Lord  had  covered  their  heads  in 
the  day  of  battle,  few  of  them  being  killed  at  Marston-muir,  they 
should  not  be  able  to  stand  before  a  less  ^mnidahle  foe,  unless  tiiey 
repented.  Though  this  freedom  was  taken  in  good  part  from  <me 
who  wished  them  well,  it  was  too  little  laid  to  heart ;  and  the  most 
part  of  Crawford's  regiment  was  cut  off  at  Kilsyth,  tlire«  weeks 
afterwards. 

After  the  defeat  at  Kilsyth,  some  were  for  treating  with  Mont- 
rose, but  Mr.  Blair  opposed  it ;  so  that  nothing  was  condoded  till 
the  Lord  began  to  look  upon  the  affliction  of  his  people ;  for  the 
Committee  of  Estates  recalled  General  LesHe,  with  4<M)0  foot  and 
1000  dragoons,  from  England,  to  oppose  whom,  Montrose  mardied 
southward ;  but  was  shamefully  defeated  at  Philipliaagh,  SeplembiBr 
LSth,  many  of  his  forces  beii^  killed  and  taken  prisoners,  and  he 
himself  with  difficulty  escaping.  On  the  26th  of  ^  sai^e  monlii, 
the  Parliiunent  and  Commission  of  the  General  Assembly  sat  down 
at  St.  Andrews,  (the  plague  being  them  in  Edinburgh) ;  here  Mr. 
Blair  preached  before  the  Parliament,  and  also  prayed  at  its  several 
sessions ;  and  three  of  the  prisoners,  taken  at  Philij^augh,  vis.  Sir 
Robert  Spottiswood,  Messrs.  NiOhaniel  Gordon,  and  Andrew 
Guthrie,  being  condemned  to  be  executed  on  the  I7&  of  January 
thereafter,  Mr.  Blair  visited  then,  and  was  at  much  pains  with 
them.  He  so  far  prevailed  with  Gwdon,  that  he  desired  to  be  re- 
leased from  the  sentence  of  excommunication  he  was  under,  with 
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wlileh  wish  '^fr.  Blair  Moofplied.  Tke  other  two,  who  were'  Bishopd* 
•01189  Aed  impenitent,  realinng  the  proyerb,---Jfali  eorvi  nuditm 


Ib  1646,  the  General  Asaembly  appointed  Mr.  Blair,  who  was 
then  moderator,  together  with  Mr.  Cant  and  Mr.  Robert  Douglas, 
to  repabr  to  the  Kbg  at  Newcastle,  to  co-operate  with  Mr.  Hendeiv 
•on  Mid  others,  who  were  labonrii^  to  conrinoe  him  of  the  great 
Uoodshed  he  had  caused  in  these  kingdoms,  and  to  reconcile  hmi  to 
Presbyterian  chnrdi  govemment  and  the  covenants.  When  the 
three  rauusters  obtained  a  hearing,  Mr.  Cant,  being  the  eldest,  began 
to  insinnate  with  his  wonted  seal  and  plainness,  that  the  King 
fitToored  P<^>ery;  but  Mr.  Blair  interrupted  him,  and  modestly 
hinted,  that  it  was  not  a  fit  time  nor  place  for  that  Tlie  King  look- 
ing to  him,  said/  **  Tliat  honest  man  speaks  wisely  and  dlso'eetly, 
therefore  I  appoint  you  three  to  attend  me  to-morrow  at  ten  o'dock, 
in  my  bed-diamber."  They  attended,  according  to  apj^intment,  but 
got  utile  satis&ction ;  only  Mr.  BU^  asked  his  majesty,  if  diera 
were  not  abominations  in  Popery,  to  which  he  replied,  lifting  his  hat, 
^  I  take  God  to  witness  that  there  are  abominations  in  Popery, 
^diidi  I  so  much  aUior,  that  ere  J  consent  to  them,  I  would  rather 
lose  my  life  and  my  crown."  Upon  this,  Mr.  Blair  and  Mr.  Hen- 
deiton  earnestly  desired  him  to  satisfy  the  just  desires  of  his  sub- 
jects, but  he  obstinately  refused,  though  they  besought  him  with 
tears.  Renewed  commitoious  for  this  end  were  sent  from  Scotiluld, 
hot  to  no  good  puipose,  and  Mr.  Hair  returned  home  to  6t. 
Andrews. .  ■ 

'  Mr.  Henderson  having  died  at  Edinburgh  August  19th,  the  King 
inul^ediately  sent  for  Mr.  Blair  to  snpply  his  place,  as  du^lain  in  Soot- 
hmd ;  whidi  Mr.  Blair,  through  fear  of  being  ensnared,  was  at  first 
STerse  to,  but  haying  Consulted  with  Mr.  Di<£son,  and  reflecting  that 
Mr.  Henderson  had  held  his  integrity  fast  unto  the  end,  he  applied 
himself  to  the  employment  with  great  diligence,  every  day  praying 
before  dinner  and  supper  in  the  presence-chamber;  and  on  the 
Lord's  day  lecturing  once  and  preaching  twice,  besides  preadiing 
oceasionaDy  on  wedc-days  in  St.  Nioholiw*s  churdi;  as  also  convers- 
ii^  much  with  the  King,  desiring  him  to  condescend  to  the  just  de- 
sires of  his  Parliament,  and  debating  with  him  concerning  Prehicy, 
liturgies,  and  ceretaonies. 

Ohae  day  after  prayer,  the  King  asked  him,  if  it  was  warrantable 
in  prayer  to  determine  a  controversy  ?  Mr.  j^air  taking  the  hint, 
said,  he  thought  he  had  determined  no  controversy  in  that  prayer. 
Yes,  said  the  King,  you  have  determined  the  Pope  to  be  Antichrist; 
idiich  is  a  controversy  among  divines.  To  this  Mr.  Blair  replied, 
to  me  this  is  no  controversy,  and  I  am  sorry  it  should  be  accounted 
so  by  your  mnesty ;  sure  it  was  none  to  your  fk^er.  Thia  silenced 
the  King,  for  he  was  a  great  defender  of  his  father^s  opinions,  and 
his  testimony,  Mr.  Bliur  knew  well,  was  of  more  authority  with  him 
than  th^  testimony  of  any  divine.  After  a  few  months  stay,  Mr. 
Blair  was  piennitted  to  visit  his  IMl  and  fiynily. 

Upon  the  nitingof  the  Soots  Pariiament,  Mr.  Bhur  made  another 
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tin(t  to  |]|0  JBig  «l  Neif«Mll0,  wbero  lie  ntg»i  Un,  wMi  all  fte 
fkigoQMeilts  be  was  maimer  ef,  to  mbacdbe  the  mxfmmtM,  nd  eheKefc 
Episcopacj  in  Ekigland,  aasoring  him  he  wm  confident  that  aD  hit 
honeat  Scottmen  would  in  that  ca(M  espooae  hb  foan^l  agakiat  hia 
^lemiea.  To  this  the  King  answered,  that  he  waa  bomd  by  Ua 
great  oeA  to  defend  EfNboopaef  in  that  chtuish ;  a^ 
hia  oooaoieooe,  by  yiolating  hia  eoronatiD9-eath»  he  woold  loae  hia 
crown.  Mr.  Blair  aaked  the  form  of  Ihttoelb,  he«iditwaate 
aaaintain  it  to  the  ntaoet  of  hia  powiea^  Thm  aaid  Mr.  BUat, 
'<  Yon  haTe  not  only  defended  it  to  the  vtaioat  of  yoor  powvi^  h«t 
ao  long,  and  ao  fiur,  that  ^ow  you  hfttte  no  power/'  But  byjtoAi^g 
could  he  preyail  upon  the  King,  and  «>  he  left  hiaci  wilheaeftowfid 
heart,  and  retnrned  tp  8t  Andiwa. 

Again  in  the  year  1648,  when  Crowaril  oaiM  te  Bdbhwgh,  lihe 
jDommistion  of  the  Urk  aeirt  Mr.  Blair,  Md  Me^sra.  Dacvid  DMcaoa 
pmi  Jaaaea  Guthrie^  to  treat  with  him  for  an  nnifonnity  of  religie« 
in  Bngjand.  Whem  they  came,  he  entertained  them  with  amoel% 
ppeeahea,  and  a^eaui  appeab  to  God  aa  te  Ae  aiaoerity  of  hia  imten> 
^oa.  Mr.  Blair  bdng  beat  aefuaantad  with  him*  applm  for  thereal^ 
end  among  other  thinga  bagged  an  anawer  to  theae  three  q^eatieaMb 
(1.)  What  waa  hia  opinion  cfmonanBhical  goTemment?  To  Ihia he 
anawered,  that  he  waa  for  monardiieal  goronunent.  (2^)  Whet  V9ia 
hia  opinion  anent  toleration  ?  To  ifcia  he  anawered  coaAhollyt  that 
he  waa  altogether  againet  t<^eratioBu  (3.)  What  waa  hia  opinio* 
^noeming  tbe  govemment  of  the  ohnd^?  ^  O  aM»w/'  aaid  <3rQm» 
well,  **Mr.  Blair,  yon  artide  me  too  aeverely ;  yo« mnat pardon  IM^ 
that  I  give  yon  not  a  itfeaent  anawer  to  tli^"  Thia  qoeatien  he 
evaded,  becauae  he  had  before,  in  converaation  wHh  Mr.  BUr,  aonr 
foaaed  he  waa  for  independency.  When  theyeame  oat  Mr*  Pirtaan 
paid,  <<  I  am  g^  to  hear  thia  man  (qpeah  no  wome;"  to  which  hbu 
jBhiir  replied,  <<  if  yon  knew  him  aa  well  ea  I,  yon  would  mot  beUafe 
one  ward  he  aaya,  fpr  he  ia  an  egregiona  diaaeaihler.'' 

Wheii  the  differencea  foil  out  betwixt  the  pr^teatcwa  and  laaahii 
tionera,  Mr.  Blair  waa  at  Londcm,  and  afterwavda  for  the  moat  pait 
remained  neuter  in  that  matter.  On  this  aeoount  he  waa  anbjeetad 
to  amne  hardahipa ;  but  yet  he  never  omitted  any  proper  plaee  or 
pccaaioQ,  for  uni^^  and  cementing  these  diflerenoea ;  none  in  Soot- 
land  being  more  earnest  in  this  thui  he  and  the  learned  Miu  D«r« 
ham,  maiatw  at  Ghiagow,  Theae  two  meeting  at  St  Andrawa,  had 
pifluence  to  imw  an  assembly  of  the  two  ndea  to  E^borgh,  whene 
harmony  was  like  to  prevail;  but  the  Lord'a  anger  being  atill drawn 
out  for  the  prevailing  sins  of  the  time,  all  premiaiQg  bfgianinga  were 
blasted,  and  all  hopea  of  agreement  vanis&d. 

Thna  afiaira  conlinned  tiU  the  year  1660,  when  CromweB  bai^ 
dead,  the  kingd<Hn  «ck  of  diatraeticua  reatored  Charlea  IL ;  the 
Fofol  conseqnencea  of  which  act  are  too  well  known.  .  On  thia  oe< 
pitaion,  Mr.  Kair  again  heguk  to  beathr  himaelf  to  piocnre  union  he^ 
tweea  the  parties  and  for  that  end  obtained  a.menfing;  fant  Uaen-* 
deavours  were  frustrated,  and  no  reeeaeiUatioa  could  he  made^  tdl 
both  aJder  were  cfcat  jirto  thefhmaee  of  alongandaejafiwiawirinn 
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Ib  6e{n«bto  1661,  Mr.  Shttrjp  ntiie  to  St  Andr^^s;  khcL  fii# 
|pi<sVy<<fy  hitring  had  aagBwrnoe  of  his  deceitfiil  conduct  at  court,  anA 
•I  tblj^koMbidly^  of  his  heme  inado  Ardibishop  of  St.  Andrews,  sent 
Mr.  fiUr  trilh  aftotfaer,  to  £schai|fe  thmr  doty  to  him,  which  they 
dlid  toiyihft^y,  HmM}  Shaip  was  nerer  at  ease  till  Mr.  Blair  wal 
iMtodosii 

A  few  weeks  after  this,  Mr.  IMair  taking  occasion  in  a  sermo^ 
Ml  An.  liL  18.  to  eida«g6  ok  sdleriiig  fbr  ngV^nsness'  sake, 


givhag  teitiBiony  to  the  covenants  and  work  of  reformation, 
_  last  the  Cbrrapt  coursed  ivf  thfe  tones,  w»  ^Ked  before  the 
C^anntil,  w4m&  die  A^rdcate  and  some  noblemen  appointed  for  th^ 
pmyose,  posed  him  oh  the  fottowingf  points :  1.  WhcJther  he  haA 
anofled  presbTteeriii  goVa^mBent  to  be  juro  dMnof  2.  Whether 
be  had  assei^ted  that  sa£fering  for  it  was  sufMng  for  righteousness* 
sake  ?  Aftd,  3«  Whether  hi  his  ^nj&n  against  Popery,  he  had 
joi&ed  Ardacy  with  it?  Having  answered  all  fai  the  affirmative^ 
biiicssing  his  sorrow  that  they  doubted  his  opimons  in  these  points, 
kaiipasfiivtcoflfiMdtbhkchafliber  in  Edinbmgh;  todaifterWAi^ 
iqMm  Mpfi^iMkf^  and  the  attestaloon  of  Physicians  on  account  diF 
his  keakh,  he  was  pium&tted  to  retire  to  Invere^  dbost  the  13lhof 


1662. 

Hese  he  ooB^ued  tiU  October  IbHowiiig,  enjoyii^  much  of  God's 
ywaimeo  amidBt  his  outwiffd  trbAble,  and  itfterwai^  through  the 
CtaaceDoi's  ftN^ur,  he  obtaaed  Mberty  togT>  where  he  [leased,  ex- 
es^ t»  Bl  Andnews,  Ediiibargliy  and  tho  west  e<mhti7.  He  went 
ioMMoOdyv 

WSileM  fibfksMy,  he  often  lechu^  to  some  ChriMan  fiiends  hk 
Uecnmftibily;  itodtoreorefllion  taught  his  youngerson  the  Greek 
hnAgtage.  But  the  Arddbiiriiopenvybg  his  repose,  and  that  of  ^<M]fte 
tumem  la  iinnlar  eireumstances,  j^rocmred  an  act,  that  no  (mted 
aokuster  should  feride  within  twenty  miles  of  an  Archbishop's  see ; 
Wftm  ^Mtki  Mr,  Biair  removed  i^m  iOrirnhhrto  Hfeikle  Couston, 
kstheparahof  Abetdonr,  where  he  continued  tffl  his  death,  ii^c& 
W«a  Portly  aflirir. 

Upon  the  10th  of  August  1666,  being  Forp  out  with  ^ge,  and  his 
sphittiisifc  with  sorrow  and  grieJPIfor  the  desolfdtiotts  of  the  Lord's 
•snetoafy  in  Seothmd,  Mr^  Bku^  tooklns  last  sicbess,  and  ever  ex- 
tofling  the  good  and  glorious  Master  whom  he  had  served,  contem- 
pisted  with,  serious  cmnposure  his  near  approaching  end.  His  sick« 
ness  increasing,  he  was.  vinted  by  numy  £nends  and  acquaintances, 
whom  he  strengthened  and  comforted  by  his  many  gracious  and 
edifying  words. 

At  one  time,  idieli  they  tc^him  ^  flome  sev^ere  acts  of  Council 
hitdy  made^  upon  Sharp's  instigation,  he  prayed  that  the  Lord 
woM  lopen  his  eyes,  aad  give  &a  repentance.  And  at  another 
tbue^  to  Afrs.  Rntherfoid  he  said,  <f  f  wouMnoteKohange  eonditioni 
with  iJki^man^  (tiiongh  lor  himself  he  was  now  Ob  the  bed  of  Ian- 
guisUng,  and  the  otlKv  possessed  of  great  riches  and  reveilles)  even 
#«ilibetwi3itQaw«reredgold,andgiveDmotolhebargttfai."  When 
I  arind  him,  if  he  had  any  hopea^M  4g»B««Moi^  to  tho 
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pfiople  of  God?  He  8ai4  h»  would  not  tpJu  i^cm  liim  to  detormbe 
Ihe  times  and  seasons  which  the  .Lord  keeps  in  his  own  hand,  b«t 
that  it  was  to  him  a  token  for  good,  that  the  I^erd  was  easting  Che 
prelates  oat  of  the  affections  of  all  ranks  and  d^;rees  of  ,pe^^  and 
^even  some  who  were  mpst  actiye  in  ^^fcing  them  op,  wttiie  now  b^gm** 
ning  to  loathe  them  for  the  pride^  falsehood,  and  covetonsiiess  they 
4ispla7ed. 

To  his  wife«id;children  he  spake  gravely  apid.affectioaatel|r,«iidj 
after  having  solenmly  blessed  them,  he  admonished  them  seT^raily 
as  he  judged  expedient  His  son  David  said  to  him,  '*  The  best  and 
worst  of  men  have  their  tiiougfats  and  after-thoughts,  nowSk*,  God 
hayiqg  given  you  time  for  after-thoughts  on  .your  way,  we  would 
.hear  what  they  are  now." — He  answered,  ^  I  have  again  and  again 
thought  upon  my  former  ways,  and  conui^uned  with  my  heart ;  and 
OS  for  my  public  actings^nd  carriage,  ii^  reference  to  the  Lord*«  work, 
if  1  were  to  begin  again,  I  would  just  do  as  I  have  done."  He  oHma 
repeated  the  16th,  Uie  23d,  and  once  ^e  71st  psalm  which  he  used 
to  call  his  own. .  About  two  days  i>efore  his  d^ith,  his  speech  began 
to  fail,  and  he  could  not  be  heard  or  understood;  some  thii^[s,  hiw* 
ever,  were  not  altogether  lost,  for  speaking  i^  some  eminoit  siinii 
then  alive,  he  prayed  earnestly  that  the  Lord  would  bless  them,  and 
BB  an  evidence  of  his  love  to  them,  he  desired  Mr»  Geoige  Hntehe* 
son  then  present,  to  carry  his  Christian  remembranoei  to  theasu 
When  Mr.  Hutcheson  went  6:om  his  bed  side,  he  said  to  his  wife, 
and  others  who  waited  /an  him,  that  he  r^oiced  in  snffeting  as  a 
persecuted  minister.  *'  Is  it  not  persecution,"  added  he,  ^  to  thruil 
me  from  the  work  of  the  Hunistry,  which  was  my  delight,  and  hii^ 
der  me  from  doin^  good  to  my  people  And  flpck^  which  was, my  jdy 
and  crown  of  rejoidng,  and  to  chase  me  £com  place  to  plaee,  till  I 
am  wasted  with  heaviness  and  sorrow  for  the  inji^ies  done  to  die 
.  liord's  prerogative,  interest,  and  cause  ?"  What  he  afWwaida  said 
was  either  foigotten  or  not  ui^derstood^  and  at  length,  aboo^  .£mw 
b'cl(>ck  in  the  morning,  August  27th  1^66,  he  was  gath^ed  to  Us 
fathers,  by  a  blessed  and  happy  death,  the  certain  result  oi  a  hi^ 
life. 

His  body  lies  in  the  burial  place  at  Aberdour;  and  upoa  the 
church-wall  jibove  his  graven  was  erected  aiitde  monum^t  with  tlue 
inscriptions 

Hie  reomdits  Jaemt  nrartuA 
ExuTine  D.  Robert!  Blair,  S.  S. 
Evangeli!  apud  AndreapdUn 
IVedicatoria  fideUnimi.     ObUt 
AufosU  27,  1666.     Atatis  mm  78,     * 

Mr.  Blair  was  a  man  of  a  fine  oonstitotiom,  both  in  body  and  in 
Jfondf  of  a  majestic  but  amiable  countenance  and  eanriage,  timnm^hly 
learned,  and  of  a  most  puUic  spirit  for  Ged.  He  was  unremittmg- 
ly  diligent  and  laborious  in  all  the  private  as  well  as  public  dudes 
of  his  station.  He  highly  endeared  himself  to  his  own  people,  and  tot 
the.  whole  eountry  tni«ro  he  lived ;  and  their  attachment  to  him- waa 
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not  a  litde  strengtliened  by  Us  conduct  in  the  judicatories  of  the 
ehnrdiy  whieh  indied  eonstitated  the  didtingmshiog  part  of  his  cha- 
racter. 

When  the  General  Assembly  resolved  upon  a  new  explication  of 
the  BiUe,  Mr.  Blair  had  the  books  of  Proverbs  and  Ecclesiastes 
assttpMd  to  hnn  for  his  part ;  but  this  task  he  delayed  till  he  was 
rendered  useless  for  other  purposes ;  he  then  set  about  and  finished 
his  Commentary  on  the  Proyerbs  in  1666.  He  composed  also  some 
small  poetical  pieces,  with  some  short  epigrams  on  different  sulh 

jiBCtS. 


HUGH  M<KAIL. 

Thx  name  of  Hugh  M'Kail  has  frequently  been  mentioned^  as  oc-, 
oupying  a  lugfa  place  in  the  list  of  Scottish  worthies.  He  was.  bom 
about  die  year  1640,  and  was  educated  at  the  university  of  Edin- 
buigh,  under  the  inspection  of  his  unde  Mr.  Hugh.M'Kail,  one  of 
the  ministen  of  that  dty,  in  whose  family  he  resided.  He  was  an 
eminent  sdiolar,  and  as  a  student  of  divinity,  gave  great  hopes  o( 
being  aa  honour  to  the  profession  of  the  gosp^ 

Before  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  he  be<»kme  diaplain  and  tutor 
in  the  fiunily  of  Sir  James  Stewart  of  Coltness,  a  highly  respected 
gentleman,  and  an  able  supporter  of  hoik  civil'  and  teligpoHs  liberty, 
and  who  at  that  ton  was  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh. 
.  In  ikn  fitimly,  he  enjoyed  mtay  advantages ;  Ids  studies  were 
improved,  and  at  the  table  of  his  host,  he  enjoyed  friendly  inter- 
course with  many  noblemen  and  gentlemmi,  who  were  not  only 
gseat^  but  good.  £fere  he  met  with  the  Earl  of  Argyle,  the  Earl  of 
London,  I^rdl  Warriston^  and  many  other  supporters  of  Scottish 
independence.  Perhn>s  no  age  ever  fomished  more  noble  examples 
of  the  Christian  and  the  patriot ;  and.  Mr.  M*Kail's  after-life  showed 
how  deeply  he  had  imbibed  their  spirit  and  prindpl^es. 
,  Bat  tluB  advantages  of  a  hi^py  hmne,  and  highly  intelligent  sodety, 
were  soon  wrecked  in  the  destructive  overturn  of  the  Presbyterian 
diurdL  For  ^though  Sir  James  Stewart  and  his  friends  had  been 
true  to  their  King,  when  Im  interest  was  at  the  lowest,  yet  their 
covenanting  prindples,  and  determined  hatred  of  tyranny  in  church 
or  state,  made  them  objects  of  dislike  to  Charles's  government ;  and 
it  was  necessary  to  get  rid  of  them,  so  as  they  might  not  disturb  the 
mischievons  devices  of  popish  incendiaries.*    The  events  of  that  pe-. 


•  Ch«teIL,wb*  had  4niiik  In  Pop«7  with  hteiiM^lMr'i  milk,  entertain 
his  oourt,  Mrroil  prietti  and  Jetaits.     Sood  otter  the  Rettontioo,  Cardinal  de^ 
Rets  came  to  England  in  disguise,  and  had  a  prirate  andienee  of  the  King.  What 
PMwd,  was  not  pnUiely  known;  but  may  be  conjeetored  by  the  argmnentt  tbia" 
CWdinal  naad  on  his  return  to  FVanoe,  to  pcmuada  a  French  Protestant  Marqui% 
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riodLare  {ratjtty  goneniDf  knowitzJUgylt  wwlvBhrndadL  honAm 
died  of.grie^  "Vfarriston  |«d  beyond  aeas  for  a  tig^  aod  tiie  rest  o( 
8it  James  Stewart's  fiiends  were  all  scattered  and  dispersed.  He 
himself,  beinff  b^^ed  to  escort  his  fiiend  Sir  John  Chieslv  of  Cars- 
well,  to  Eidinburgh  Castle ;  they  were  both  left  prisoners.* 

Ih  the  winter  of  166 1,  h^  offered  himself  for  probationary  trials 
to  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  bein|^  then  little  more'  than 
twenty  y^ars  old ;,  and  being  by  them  liaensed,  he  sereral  times 
preachea  with  great  appliause.  He  preaohed  his  last  public  ser« 
mon  fi^m  Cant  L  7.  in  the  High  Church  of  Edinbuigh,  upon  the 
Sabbath  immediately  preceding  the  8th  of  September  1662,  the  day 
fixed  by  the  then  Parliament  for  the  removiul  of  the  ministers  of 
that  city. 

In  ilus  sennon  taking  occasion  to  speak  of  the  great  and  many 
persecutions  to  which  £e  church  of  God  has  been  and  is  obnoxious, 
he  said,  that  it  had  been  persecuted  by  an  Ahab  on  the  throne,  a 
Haman  in  the  state,  and  a  Judas  in  the  church,  which  case  seemed 
so  applicable,  to  the  character  and  condition  of  the  then  rulers  of 
cfauim  and  state,  that  though  he  made  no  particular  application,  he 
was  yet  reputed  guilty.  Accordingly  a  few  days  after,  a  party  of 
horse  was  sent  to  the  place  of  his  residence  near  Edinburgl^  to 
apprehend  him ;  but  upon  little  more  than  a  moment's  warning,  ha 
escaped  ont  of  bed  into  another  chamber,  where  he  was  preserved 
£ft>m  the8earoh.f     He  was  thus  obliged  to  return  to  his  father's 


;  bill  TcUgion;  sayingv  H  wm  li^pMrifii  A*'  tt>ulOBt«t  Intonsl' 
■tand,  M  it  ooald  expect  no  aid  firomBogbsid,  Mefaig  haOtfk^JhMu^htdl 
Fnplili..    Quriw^  indeed,  did  net'tlurair  oft  the  mmik  ft^attc^  aemsl 
iMit  he.  Introduoed  Frelecy  m  a  step  towardi  the  rettontion  «f  Foperj. 

^  F^rom  Edfaibugfa  Castle,  Sbr.  Junea  was  xnored  to  Dundee;  and  lined,  first 
ifS09,  and  aftenrards  £1000.  His  ftnrth  son,  James,  was  hred  ta  the  har,  atatf' 
became  oae  of  the  first  lafrycraof  his  tfane.  He  dlstlngaished  hlmeiiriiT^Mi  M^ 
defleooe  of  his  fiuher,  which  saemspenHed  the  ttwarolsa^, that  ba.vw  ADDiAtJto 
abscond;  and  he  remained  eonesaled  for  some  tima  Ju  the hoaa»  of  Alkntii.  Sfm 
VS.  history  of  the  ftmnj.  W.  M<G. 

f  Beings  disappointed  of  their  olject,  they  fell  iQNm  hi*  patron  Sir  James,'  and. 
|iis  second  son  Mr.  Walter. — The  following  doemnent;  wlricfa  tdD'sesuds  on 
^reoofdsof  coancQ,  is  a  Tery  good  speofanen  of  pialMte  ^Miaalli%  nd  fiv««B 
what  tl&ey  had  to  expect  who  hrouni  |lwshytat*ma> . 

M  Information  hayisig  been  ^rn,  that  Mr.  Hugh  M^KJaOp.  chi^hdn  tf»  SiTt 
James  Stewart  of  Coltnsas  and  Goodtrees^  did  of  late,  in  a  sermop- pleached  by 
him  in  one  mf  ibt  Kirks  of  Edinbuiigb,  most  maliciously  iuTelgh  against,  and 
afcnss  his  most  snored  mi^}esty,  and  the  present  gorcmment  indiQ^  snd  states  to 
the  great  offimoe  of  6od,  and  thk  gtnmhlli^of  hia  poopla;  aad;that  tflnaaiA  6ir 
JamesStewart  and  Mr.  Walter  hie  eon  wgrsyfaeDt»  when  saM  ssi  imsw  m  m  pnensbnd ; 
at  least,  were  certainly  informed  thereof;  yet  notwithstanding^  did  eotertain  hfaiaia . 
their  ikmlly.  As  al«»  the  said  Mr.  Walter,  had  emitted  some  speeches  in  a  smithy, 

on (a  certain  day,)  tending  to  sedition,  espedally  anenl  pnbUc  dUhiwieBi^ 

— ^aid  that  before  business  went  on  long  as  It  was  going,  a  hnndiei  thoatand 
wonld  lose  their  lives  In  the  tbne  Ui^toas.  Thiwft^  asnosn  ars  esdiMd  to 
alte  them  before  the  Council  i«ainst  the  II th  Inst*' 

Sir  James  Stewairt  got  dear  of  (heaecfa«tgeB».iNitMr^  Wallvbiaeea,«»bM^r 
•uwined,  and  witpanes  caOed,  wm  famid  gnlU^  e^  hnWngt mtetsd  i 
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koQie,  aM  kvfing  luimd  tfiere  for  MM  time^  k  4fl^ 
four  ytara  prermg  to  his  deatb  in  HoUsnd,  at  liifll  timft  tke  nytait 
of  Soottbk  reiiigfiei^  and  ma]dag  a  Tiftae  of  nooeeaily,  facfc^aawd  lik 
llioologkal  kaowledgA  by  itaOipag  m  one  of  Hw  Bvtch  nUkoiaNSea. 

He  came  home  aboat  the  year  1664  or  1665>  and  found  the  aCat^ 
ofkffittffrailich>r«nethaniipfaenhew«iil  abpoad^  Now^nroi^iate 
eonitee.  filed  the  pidpita  wUdi  had  formerly  been  ociD^ed  by  men  of 
Worth.  The  enratet  Were  gtMmrally  very  ignoient  and  iDketato;  and 
Mr.  M'Kai'fl  foperior  attainments  hi  theology  and  sdenoe,  imid^ 
him  Jnsi  so  mnsh  moie  Ae  object  of  thmr  malioew 

Ah^  h»  retnm  he  liTed  mostly  retnred  at  his  folder's  hoi*e^  hot 
though  sedbded,  he  Was  not  ^e ;  dw  sheep  wattoi  and  TaUeys  were 
his  resort  for  prayer  and  conforeace,  with  lihooe  who  were  as  dnsp 
widiont  n  dkepherd^  many  of  whom  bore  witaew  Aat  he  had  been 
with  Jesos^  adrancintf  in  knowledge  and  trae  hoMnem.  And  when 
his  natire  laiad,  wbadt  had  once  been  Beukh,  married  to  the  Loi^ 
had  forsaken  her  God^  Mr* M^KaHi  thonght  it  atime  for  weiring, 
and  foiting,  and  pfs^*  Daring  one  dby  etery  weeh,  he  ponred^ 
oot  his  sonl  to  God  m  g^Af  sorrow ;  and  beii^  thns  soitaUy  exer^ 
flisedy  by  God's  Uemingy  he  was  eatdoed  with  strength  and  grace  to 
he^  him  in  the  time  of  need,  which  he  soon  experienoedL  The  secret 
df  the  Lord  ie  with  tibem  that  fear  his  naitie^  and  Mr.  M^Kail  had 
now  a  presentiment,  that  he  wonld  ofte  dsy  foil  into  the  hands  of  his 
eaemieS)  and  be  a  martyr  for  the  tamtk  Thie  events  oven  in  antfoi* 
patien,  BO  way  dismayed  him :  to  the  sweet  experienoe  of  those  who 
— ^  luniy  in  his  retired  ha«it%  he  appeared  as  one  coming  from  Iho' 
t  like  piDsta  <^««d[%  psrfinned  with  myirh  and  frankin>» 
1  ill  ihii  inmliHs  iif  11 iHitoiH 

It  wsn  wttle  he  litedat  his  fotfnr^»hi*BS^  thatAotDOoUes  in  the 
west  ware  excited  b J  the  emdiies  of  Sir  Jaarar  Tnhher ;  and  at  the 
news  thereof,  he  with  the  rest  of  that  eoimtry,  upon  the  18th  of 
liovember  1668,  for  snch  motiyes  and  eonsideratioas  as  he  him- 
self afttfwaeds  morafidl^  deekrea,  joined  himself  to  those  who  rose 
In  defeiiee  of  Presbytenanism.  Being  of  a  tender  constttution,  ho 
was  by  the  continual  marching  in  tempestaons  weather,  ao  disaMed 
and  weakened,  that  he  coold  no  loi^;er  go  on ;  tad  npon  the  27tii 
of  the  said  moatK  was  obliged  to  leare  iheiki  nesr  Cramond  water* 
On  his  way  thence  to  Libbeit<m,  his  natiTO  pavishi  where  his  parents 
still  Hred,  passing  throng  BraidSs  oili^,  he  was  tsiosit  wilfaont  re- 
sistance, (having  only  a  sssaH  oidkuoy  8word>)  by  onet  Kennowny, 
wm  ofieer  of  dragoons,  and  another,  m  the  fields*  And  here  if  b 
ubsuiishliii  that  Us  former  escape  was  not  more  wbnderfid  than  his 


Iwdiiy  to  a  q^rit  of  liberty,  and  didiku  of  the  Biahopo,  which  In  thooo  doyt,  was 
OBdkko^aBd  thai  of  the  wont  kind;  he  wat  therefore  imprisonedi  hot  afterward* 
eel  at  la^fo.  Ha  eoeo  after  died,  and  was  thus  set  at  liberty  from  a  body  of  sin, 
and  labMi  from  the  eril  to  oome^  He  was  a  pious  young  man,  and  warmly  at- 
tMhed  to  Mr.  M^Kail^  who  was  left  a  wandering  exile,  while  his  fHend  had  got 
hena  «a  his  Father*s  hona^  and  to  the  place  where  the  Toice  of  the  oFprcisor  is 
M*Kail's  hUE. 
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pretend  wjsprAeixmkm  was  rimple»  for  tha  least  cntbii  ndgliHttTt 
preventoa  it;  but  God,  who  gave  him  the  full  ezperienoe  «f  Us 
tiihiing  all  tfaings  to  the  good  of  them  that  love  Ifim,  did  thiia»  hf 
•uch  simplicity,  prepare  the  way  of  his  own  glory^  and  his  senraalls 
joy  and  rictory* 

He  was  bronght  to  Edinburgh,  and  sean^ed  for  letters;  bal 
nonebeingfonndyJie  was  committed  prisoner  to  the  tolboodi.  Upon 
Wednesday  the  28th,  he  was,  by  ord^  of  the  Secret  Cennc^ 
.  bronght  before  the  Earl  of  Dnmfiies,  Lord  Sinclair,  S^  Robert 
Murray  of  JPriest^eld,  and  others,  in  order  to  exaauaation^ 
whien  being  interrogated  concerning  his  joiniqg  die  west«land 
forces,  he,  ooncdiving  himself  not  obliged  by  law  to  be  his  own  ao- 
eoser,  dedined  the  question.  After  some  reasoning,  he  was  desired 
to  subscribe  his  name,  but  refused ;  which  when  reported  to  the 
OovBcfl,  gaye  them  great  offence,  and  brought  him  under  some  sns- 
picioa  of  being  a  dissembler.  On  the  29th  he  was  again  eaUed  be- 
fore them,  where,  for  allaying  the  Coundl*8  prejudice,  he  gave  in  a  de- 
claration confeving  that  he  had  been  wi^  the  west-land  forces.  This 
only  awakened  their  jealousy  tthe  more,  and  suspecting  him  to  have 
been  priyy  to  all  the  designs  of  that  party,  they  dealt«with  hhn  with> 
the  greater  importunity,  to  gtre  an  account  of  the  whole  bunaess; 
and  lipon  December  3d,  the  boots  (a  most  teirible  instrument  of 
torture)  were  laid  on  the  council  table  before  him,  and  he  was  certified, 
that  if  he  would  not  confoss  he  should  be  tortured  on  the  morrpw. 
Accordingly  he  was  called  before  them,  and  being  uiged  to  declare  as^ 
they  desired,  he  solemnly  assured  them,  that  he  knew  no  more  don. 
what  he  had  already  confessed;  upon  wbkikt  they  ordered  the  en^- 
eutioner  to  put  his  1^  into  the  boot,  and  to  proceed  to  the  torture,^, 
to  the'numDor  of  ten  or  eloToi  strdces,  at  ooninderaUe  interrsls: 
yet  ail  this  could  not  move  him  to  express  any  bitterness  or  in^a-' 
tienee.  .  i 

This  torture  was  the  cause  of  his  not  being  indicted  with  ^first 
ten  who  were  arraigned,  and  who  were  sentenced  on  Wefdnesday  De- 
cember 5th,  to  be  hanged  on  the  Friday  following. — Many  thou^t^ 
that  his  small  accession  to  the  rising,  and  what  he  had  suffered  by 
the  torture,  should  have  excused  him  from  forther  punishment,  Ixk 
it  was  otherwise  determined ;  nor  was  his  former  aermon  containing 
the  words,  AAi^  an  the  throne^  to  be  forgottmi  mr  passed  over.     On 
Monday  the  10th,  accordingly,  he,  with  other  seyen,  receiyed  an  in- . 
dietment  for  high  treason,  and  were  smnmoned  to  appear  before  the 
justices  on  Wednesday  following.     The  torture,  however,  and  dose . 
imprisonment  he  had  endured  (for  so  it  was  ordered)  had  oast  hint, 
into  a  foyer,  trhich  rendered  bun  unable  to  make  his  i^>pearanoe« 


*  **  *Tb  not  enongh  fdonioot  CKfm  to  fin, 
'Tb  not  enough  for  cords  and  steel  to  IdO, 
But  on  tbe  ancle  the  iharp  wedge  deooend% 
The  bone  reluctant  with  the  iron  bends ; 
Crushed  is  its  frame,  Uood  spouts  iSram  ettrj  pen. 
And  the  white  narrow  swims  in  purple  gore."— Giaasw.  - 
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Vffmi  Tmtdfty  die  llth^  llierefore,  W  gare  in  a  sapplicatioD,  de- 
^briiig  Uf  weak  and  sicldy  conditioii,  and  craving  a  surcease  of  any* 
kgal  prooednre  against  kiin,  and  a  discharge  from  the  foresud  i^ 
peanmee.  Hereupon  the  Council  ordered  two  physicians  and  two 
surgeons  to  visit  lum,  and  to  give  in  their  attestations,  upon  soul  and 
•onseteMce,  betwixt  uid  to-morroiv  ten  o'dock. 
.  Upon  December  8th,  his  brother  went  from  Edinburgh  to  Glas^ 
gow,  with  a  letter  from  the  Lady  Marchioness  of  Douglas,  and  ano-* 
tfier  from  the  Duchess  of  Hamilton,  to  the  Lord  Commissioner,  in 
hiafkvour;  but  both  proved  ineffectoal,  as  did  another  from  the 
fcrmer  of  these  noblewomen,  to  the  Ardibishop  of  St.  Andrews.* 


*  In  regard  to  the  Influenoe  which  waa  thus  emplojed  to  mrt  this  intercating 
yonth  from  an  nnthnely  death,  and  other  particolara  respecting  him,  the  following 
estract  from  a  manuseript  in  the  Adrocate's  librarj,  aa  quoted  hy  Dr«  M*Crie  in 
hia  tdhlon  of  the  h\U  of  Veitch,  wiU  be  perused  with  interest: 
.  **  The  foranentioned  Mr.  Matthew  M'Kail,  the  apothecary  In  Edinbufgh,  and 
afterwards  Doctor  of  Medicine,  wh^  he  heard  of  his  eonsine  Mr.  Hew  M*Kail, 
W»  being  taken,  and  put  In  prison,  went  to  Mr.  James  Sliarp,  Archbishop  of  St. 
Andrews^  to  solicit  for  him :  the  occasion  of  this  was,  the  said  Mr.  Matthew  M<Kai], 
was  enplojed  at  London,  1667,  by  the  said  Mr.  James  Sharp,  to  write  seTeral 
p^ers,  to  be  sent  to  SooUand,  oonesnilni^  the  afUra  of  the  church,  for  at  that 
time  Mr.  Sliarp  waa  agenting  for  the  pnbUek  reaolutioncr%  againat  the  protestors 
against  the  Assembly  at  Sl  Andrews  anO  Dundee.  AVhen  Mr.  Matthew  spoke 
to  him,  he  desired  him  to  assure  Mr.  Hew  that  he  would  befriend  him  if  he 
wmM  rereal  the  mystery  of  the  plot,  which  he  not  being  able  to  do,  occasioned  bis 
toctnre :  but  there  was,  indeed,  a  pk>t  to  haTe  surrendered  the  cMtles  of  Edln- 
bugh,  Sliriiiie,  and  DonbartMi,  in  Joly  that  year,  and  the  chief  contriTera  foil- 
ing, aothlqg  was  dona*    . 

"  Upon  the  Thursday  thereafter,  the  Bishop  want  to  St.  Andrews,  and  Mr. 
Matthew  followed  him  on  Friday,  but  reached  only  to  the  Weems  that  night  After 
dinner  he  arr^red  at  the  Bishop's  house  on  Saturday,  and  the  serYant  told  that  the 
barber  was  trimming  him,  and  when  he  had  done  Mr.  Matthew  would  get  access. 
In  the  asevi  tfans^  whilst  he  waa  walking-  in  the  enter  rwrn,  the  Bishop's  s6a 
(about  12  years  ^Id)  came^  andenqoired  of  Mr.  Matthew  if  he  eame  from  Edin- 
hurgh,  to  which  it  waa  answered,  yes;  than  he.enqofared  for  the  newa  there,  nod 
Mr.  Matthew  answered  there  were  none^  but  that  other  4  of  the  west  country* 
aoen,  were  hanged  yesterday ;  then  the  youth  said  "  No  more!  it  will  be  long  be- 
fore they  hang  them  all;*'  and  thus  was  verified  the  old  proverb,  as  the  old  cock 
crows  the  young  cook  leaiiis.  When  Mr.  Matthew  got  access,  be  delivered  to  the 
Bishop  one  letter  from  the  Marchioness  Dowagtf  of  Doogka,  in  fovours  of  Mr. 
Hew,  whose  brother  Mr.  Blatthew  waa  govemor  to  herooo,  iiord  James  Douglas, 
and  another  from  the  Bishop's  brother.  Sir  William  Sharp,  his  la^ ;  and  when 
,  he  had  read  them,  he  said,  **  The  business  is  now  in  the  Justiciaries  hand%  and  I 
■  can  do  nothing;  but  however  I  shall  have  answers  ready  against  the  next  morning;'* 
at  which  time,  when  Mr.  Matdiew  came,  the  Bishop  called  his  ikmily  together^ 
prayed,  and  desind  Bfr.  MaMhew  to  oma  and  dina  with  hfan,  and  then  ha  would 
give  the  answer:  then  he  went  to  the  church,  did  preach,  and  inveigh  moc^ 
against  the  Covenant.  Immediately  after  dinner  he  gave  the  answuv  to  the  let- 
ters^ and  Mr.  Matthew  aald,  ha  h<^ied  that  his  travelling  that  day  about  so  serious 
«  barineas  [would  give  no  oifonee;]  to  which  the  Blsliop  anawerod,  tliat  it  would 
give  no  olfonoe.  Then  Mr.  Mattliaw  want  to  enquire  for  his  horse,  but  the  at*. 
bler'e  fomOy  were  aU  gone  to  tlie  ehurdi,  ao  that  he  could  not  travd  tiH  Monday 
morning  eariy ;  and  when  he  cama  to  Bnekhaven;  the  wind  being  casteriy,  the  fish 
boata  were  coming  into  the  harboorj  and  Iw  hired  one  of  them  immediatdy,  and 
arrived  at  Leith  in  the  evenings  having  amt  his  hon^  to  Bruntishmd.  He  went 
dj  to  tha  Arehbtohop  (Burnet)  of  GhMfow,  and  delivered  a  letter  to  him» 
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On  Dmxaaaher  18th,  he  beiaf  indiffiMidy  reaofwed,  itm  wiA 
otlier  three  hronght  before  the  jostieei,  when  tbi  gjeilenil  iadiditotl 
branded  on  acts  of  parliament,  made  againti  rmng  iaarm%  eiitekiii|: 
into  leases  and  coyenanti^  &c  waa  read  against  them.  M^Kau 
was  pardcularly  charged  wiUi  joining  the  rebdb  at  Ayr»  Odultree, 
Lanark,  and  other  places.  Upon  which,  being  permitted  to  anawe^ 
he  spoke  in  his  own  defence,  both  as  to  the  charge  had  against  him,, 
and  aa  to  the  obligations  that  were  ^n  this  limd  to  God;  oom- 
mendmg*  the  institation  of  Presbyterial  govemm^t.  He  said,  thai 
the  last  words  of  the  national  covenant  had  always  had  a  greal 
wdght  imon  his  9^nL  Here,  however,  he  was  intemipted  by  ibe 
King's  Advocate,  who  bade  him  forb^ur  his  discourse,  and  answer 
the  question  for  l^erime  of  rebdHon.  Hnta  whidi  he  answered, 
tibt  what  moved  him  to  dedare  as  he  had  done,  was  the  weighty 
and  impressive  saying  of  our  Lord  Jesns,  Whosoever  thaU  confess  me 
bdbrefneny  him  shall  (he  Seu^  of  tmu^als0  eotsfess^  before  iheangds  of 
God,  His  confession,  and  ihe  deposi^ns  of  those  examiaed  aneni 
him  being  read,  with  lua  replies  to  the  same,  the  assxee*  was  indosed; 
and  shortly^  after,  by  die  mondi  of  Sir  WiHiam  Morray,  their  chan- 
cellor, announced  their  verdict,  reporting  him  guilty.  The  verdict 
being  registered,  doom  was  pranonnced,  dedmng  and  adjiidgin|^ 
him  and  the  rest  of  them,  to  bo  tdoen  on  SUvtiBrday  December  £)th^ 
to  the  market  cross  of  Edinburgh,  and  there  to  be  hanged  on  a^  gib- 
bet tin  dead,  and  his  goods  and  lands  to  be  escheated  and  forfeited 
for  his  Highness's  use.  At  hearing  of  this  sentence  he  cheerfully 
said,  H^  Lord  givethy  and  the  Lord  taheA  anoagy  blessed  he  Ae  i^ane 
tf  ike  Lord  He  was  then  carried  back  to  die  tolbooth,'thniiighth» 
guards,  the  people  making  lamentations  for  him  by  the  way.  After 
he  came  to  his  chamber,  he  immediately  addressed  himself  to  Ood  ia 


wbo  did  read  It,  and  tinn  nid,  that  t1l»  Inuilieai  wm  mw  ia  the  JhiaCidarns 
luiiida.  Hie  nest  dky  betnf  Ttaesday,  Mr.  New  waeamljpicd  beftnv  the- Jttsdee 
Coart,  Yv^ich  sentenced  Irfm  to  h%  hanged  aft  tMe  Gk«M  ef  Edbibni^  on  IVidaf 
nest ;  and  the  night  before^  Mr.  Matthew  went  to  the  execntlMier'a^  John  Duo* 
nere't  house,  and  did  drinl^  with  him,  and  gare  him  six  dc^an,  desiring  him  ntS 
to  meddle  with  Mr.  Hew*e  dothes;  and  the  next  day  the  execntiener  did  nothini^ 
hot  put  tlie  r<^  about  his-  nech,  and  a  napkin  about  his  ftee,  and  turned  him  olf 
the  hidder,  snd  Mir.  Matthew  reseiTed  hint,  and  drew  down  his  ftet  When  h0 
was  est  dvwn,  he  was  laid  into  his  eofis,  whieh  Mr.  Matthew  had  pratlde^  m4 
was  oarrjed  to  MagdalenVChapeU;  and  when  his  grave  dotlice  were  put  on,  liv 
was  earrjed  to  the  Gray-  Fitor'e  Chureh  Yard,  and  was  interred  near  the  eaeC 
dyke,  a  little  ahote  the  stair,  at  the  entry,  beini^  eonveyed  by  a  great  company  tit 


**  It  wffl  not  be  amibs  t^fnswi  here,  that  faiawdliSBly  after  the  dscuttun  off 
the  l^r«nentiened  four  mea,  tiers  came  a  letter  fronir  the  King,  dtsdnfrgtog  ilm 
eancutkm  of moe;  but  the  Bishop  of  8t  Andrew*  kept  it  up  till  Mr.  Mew  waa 
exeoated,  and  then  no  moe  were  panelled  fbr  Aat  busineas. 

**  The  night  before  his  execution,  the  said  Mr.  Matthew  did  ly  with  Mr.  Hew; 
who  did  sfecp»  aa  belbre  related  in  the  print,  which  the  said  M^.  Matthew  knew, 
havinir  sleeped  ytrj  little  that  night,  because  of  a  pain  in  hie  head  wherevHA  he 
was  ftfeqaenUy  troubled.  Asiidhe(Mmn^  fiimiditrm'pHton  mcwnuig,  the  said 
Mr*  Matthew  did  wear  his  bh^k  hair  staiT  eea«  whcreia  he  was-hanged,  and  thai 
aaloagaaitlaated.*    (Mft  Jim.  Y.  ^.  M.) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


my:6i^irflb0Mil  niwgWMt  oi  hmf%,  in  MmU  if  hiwUlf  — d 
IbAM  wfo  iieeae  oondamoed  with  hini*  Aft«rwiipdi»  tOA-Miad  lie 
)m4»  ^O]iov§ood]iaw«»  tobewitiuafoiirdayt' jooiMydfii^ey^ 
iha^lltt  of  Jesus  Chrisir  and  prot6Bt«d,  '<  be  iraa  not  ••  Mnbmd 
lunr  to  die,  as  he  had  sometunes  heea  to  pnoacih  a  sersMiik''  To 
tome  wameii  lamenting  fiur  him,  he  said,  that  hia  eowlitioB^  Ihangii 

twas  but  youngs  and  in  the  budding  of  his  hopes  and  labours  in 
ministry,  was  not  to  be  mounMd;  <<  foyr,  one  dffej^  of  my  Uood^" 
ad^  he^  *'  through  the  ipraoe.  of  God,  may  make  more  hearts 
contrite  than,  many  years'  sermons- might  have  ddne." 

In  tl^  wftemoout  he  snpplicated  the  Coonoil  for  liberty  to  hia  fii« 
ther  to.  come  to  him;  idSm  being  granted,  his  fiither  came  n«ot 
l^ghV  ta  whom  he  discoussed  «  Utde  eoacening  obediaBMe4«|ift» 
rents,  from  the  fifth  commandmeret;  and  then,  after  ytmyeiv  his  fi^ 
ther  said  unto  him,  ^^Hugh*  I  call  thee  m  goodly  olive-tree  of  £u9 
firnit^  and  now  a  storm  hadi  destrajied  the  tree  and  his  fink."  He 
enswered,*  that  hia  too  good  thou^^  of  him  afflicted  him.  His 
^ther  said,  ^  He  waa  porsaaded  God  was  yisiting  not  bis  own  sins^ 
But  his  parents'  sins,  so  that  he  might  say.  Our  fethen  hare  sbned^ 
«nd  we  hare  borne  their  irnqfuty*"  He  fuskher  said,  '<  I  hare  sinned ; 
thou  poor  sheep  what  hast  thou  done  ?"  Mr.  Hugh  answered  with 
many  groans,  diat  through,  coming:  short  of  tho  fifdi  oeamumdment, 
he  had  come  short  of  the  promise,  that  his  days  should  be  prolowad 
in  the  land  of  the  living;  and  that  God's  controyersy  widi  his  £i&er 
was  for  oTQrvaluing  hb  children,  e^einally  himselE 

Upon  ^the  20th  of  December,  through  the  inqiortunity  <^ 
friends,  more  than  his  own  inclination,  he  gave  in  a  petition  to  the 
Council,  cravinff  their  clemency,,  and  declaring  his  own  imoeenee; 
hat  it  proved  aftegatber  ineffoDtuaL  During  his  abodb  in^  prison, 
die  Lord  was  very  graciously  present  with  hinv  both  to  sustain  him. 
against  the  fears  of  death,  and  to  dispel  the  overdoudings  of  dcmbt, 
that  sometimes  the  best  of  men»  thrqugh  the  frailty  of  flesh  andl 
Uood,  ane  sul^ject  to.  He  was  also  wonderfully  assiiied  in  prayer 
«id  praise,  to  the  admiration  of  all  the  heaiws.  Hia  oheerfulnees. 
never  forsook  him ;  e^ecially  on  Thursday  night,  being  at  supper 
with  his  feUow^prisoners,  his  fadier,  and  one  or  two  more,  he  re- 
ouested  his  fellow-prisoners,  saying  meimly^  "  Eat  to  the  full,  and 
^eridi  your  bodies,  that  we  may  be  a  fiit  Christmas-pye  to  the  pre- 
lates." Afkec  SDfifMry  in  thanfc^vtng,  he  broke  fbrUi  into  several 
eapreasions,  both  oonceming  himsdf  and  the  dmroh  of  God ;  and  at 
last  used  that  exclamation  in  the  last  of  Daniel,  Wh€U,  Zordf  ahaU 
b§  the  end  rf  these  wonders  f 

Thet  last  night  of  his  life  he  propomded  and  answwed  several 
ooestions  for  the  strei^^thening  of  his  fellow-prisoners :  "  How 
uould  he  go  from  the  t^bootii  through  a  multitude  of  gating  peo- 
ple, and  gmirds  of  soldiers,  to  a  scaffold  and  gibbet,  and  overcome 
the  impression  of  aU  this  ?'     He  answered,  by  conceiving  a  dcepei: 


Let  both  parenta  and  diOdren  kam  from  tliia  psedoiia  tuttux  and  aon. 
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imprMsioaof  amnhitadeof  aiwelfl,  who  are  onlookers ;  acotfrding  to 
that,  We  are  a  gazinffttock  to  me  woHd^  to  cmgdsy  a$id  men  ;  for  Hub 
angds  rejoieliig  at  oar  good  confession,  are  present- to  conyoy  and 
carry  onr  souls,  as  tlie  sonl  of  Lasams,  to  Abraham's  bosom,  not  to 
receive  liiem,  for  tiiat  is  Jesns  Christ's  work  alone,  who  will  wel- 
come them  to  heaven  himself,  with  the  songs  of  angels  and  blessed 
spirits ;  but  the  angds  are  ministering  spirite,  always  ready  to  serre 
and  strengthen  dying  beltevers.  ^  What  is  the  way  for  as  to  con- 
ceive of  heaven,  who  are  hastening  to  it,  seeing  the  word  saith.  Eye 
hath  not  seeny  nor  ear  heard^  nor  htuh  it  entered  irUo  the  heart  of 
nuzn  to  conceive  the  glory  prepared  by  God  for  them  that  love  him  T* 
To  this  he  answered,  that  the  scriptnre  helps  us  two  ways  to  con- 
ceive of  heaven,  (1.)  By  way  of  stmilitode,  as  in  Rev.  xxi.  where 
heaven  is  held  Anth  by  the  representation  of  a  glorious  city,  there 
described.  (2.)  By  holding  forth  the  love  of  the  saints  to  Jesus 
Christ,  and  teaching  us  to  love  him  in  sincerity,  whidi  is  the  very 
joy  and  exultation  c(f  heaven.  Rev.  v.  18. ;  and  no  other  thing  than 
the  soul  breathing  forth  love  to  Jesns  Christ,  can  rightly  appretiend 
the  joys  of  heaven. 

'Ihe  last  words  he  spoke  at  supper  were  in  commendation  of  love 
above  knowledge.  ''  O  but  notions  of  knowledge  without  love  are 
of  small  worth,  evanishing  in  nothing,  and  very  dangerous."  After 
supper,  his  iather  having  given  thanks,  he  read  the  16th  Psalm,  and 
tlien  said,  <'  If  there  were  any  thing  in  the  world  sadly  and  unwill- 
ingly to  be  left,  it  were  the  readmg  of  the  sa^tares.  I  said  I  shdl 
not  see  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living;  but  this  needs  not  make 
us  sad,  for  where  we  go,  the  Lamb  is  the  book  of  Scripture,  and  the 
light  of  that  dty ;  and  there  is  life,  even  the  river  of  the  ivater  of 
life,  and  Uvmg  springs  to  ddight  its  inhabitants."  Supper  being 
ended,  he  called  for  a  pen,  saying,  it  was  to  write  his  testaments 
wherem  he  ordered  some  few  books  he  had' borrowed  to  be  re-de- 
livered to  several  persons.  He  went  to  bed  about  eleven  o'dock, 
and  slept  till  five  in  the  morning ;  then  he  arose  and  called  for  his 
comrade  John  Wodrow,*  saying  pleasantly,  "  Up,  John,  for  you  wte 
too  long  in  bed ;  you  and  I  look  not  like  men  going  to  be  hanged 
this  day,  seeing  we  lie  so  long."  Th^i  he  spake  to  him  in  the  words 
of  Isaiah,  xliii.  24.;  and  after  some  short  discourse,  John  sud  to 
him,  *'  You  and  I  shall  be  chambered  shortly  beside  Mr.  Robertson 
in  beaven."  He  answered,  ^<  John,  I  fear  yon  bar  me  out,  because 
you  was  more  free  before  the  Council  than  I  was ;  but  I  shall  be  as 
free  as  any  of  you  upon  the  scaffold."  He  said,  ^'  He  had  got  a  clear 
ray  of  the  majesty  of  the  Lord  after  his  awakening,  but  it  was  a 
little  overdonded  thereafter."  He  prayed  with  great  fervency,  ^lead- 


*  Mr.  Wodrow  was  a  merchant  in  Glaagow.     HU  teitfanony  in  fkrofff  of  the . 
prbidples  for  which  he  suffered,  together  with  an  interesting  letter  to  his  wifo^ 
written  on  the  day  of  his  execution^  are  to  he  found  in  Naphtali;  to  which  the 
reader  b  also  referred  for  the  last  speech  and  testimony  of  his  youthful  foUow-suf- 
lerer,  Hugh  M<KaiL 
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log  Us  ooTenaat  relation  with  kkn,  and  thai  they  nig^t  be  enaUed 
that  day  to  witness  a  good  confe^on  before  many  witnesses.  Then 
his  £BLther  coming  to  him  bade  him  £urewelL  His  last  word  to  him 
after  .iirayer,  was,  that  his  sufferings  would  do  more  hurt  |o  the  \ 
Prelates,  and  be  moore -edifying  to  God*8  people,  than  if  he  were  to 
4sontinue  in  the  mini^ry  twenty  years.  He  then  desired  his  father 
to  leave  him,  and  go  to  his  chiunber,  and  pray  earnestly  to  the  Loicd 
to  be  .with  him  on  the  scaffold;  for  hoj  to  carry  there  is  my  care^ 
«Yen  that  I  may  be  strengfthened  to  endure  to  the  end. 

About  two  .o*ck>ck,  afternoon,  he  was  brought  to  the  scaffold^ 
with  other  five  who  suffered  with  him;  where,  to  the  conviction  of 
all  that  formerly  knew  him,  he  had  a  fairer  and  more  stayed  counte- 
nance than  ever  they  had  before  observed.  Being  come  to  the  foot 
of  the  ladder,  he  directed  his  speech  to  the  multitude  nerth^i-ard, 
saying,  **  That  as  his  years  in  the  world  had  been  but  few,  his  words 
then  should  not  be  many :"  and  then  spoke  to  the  jpeople  the  speech 
and  testimony  which  he  had  before  written  and  subscribed. 
,  Haying  done  speaking,  he  sung  a  part  of  the  3 1st  Psalm,  and  then 
^Riyed  with  such  power  and  fervency  as  caused  many  to  weep. 
Then  he  gave  his  hat  and  doak  from  him ;  and  when  he  took  hohi 
of  the  ladder  to  go  up,  he  said  with  an  audible  voice,  '*  I  care  no 
more  to  go  up  this  ladder,  ^and  over  it,  than  if  I  were  going  home  to 
my. Other's  house."  Hearing  a, noise  among  the  people,  he  calle4 
down  to  hisfeUow-sufferers,  saying,  '^  Friends  and  feUowHsufferen, 
,be  not  afraid ;  every  st^  of  this  ladder  is  a  d^g;ree  nearer  heaven,!** 
and  then,  having  seated  himself  thereon,  he^siud,  '<  I  do  partly  be- 
lieve that  the  noUe  counsellors  and  rulers  of  this  land  would  have 
used  some  mitigation  of  this  punishment,  had  they  not  been  insti- 
gate l^  the  pselates,  so  that  our  blood  lies  principaUy  at  the  prelates! 
Qoor :  but  tins  is  jny  comfort  now,  that  I  know  that  my  Redeemer 
liveth,  &c  And  now  I  do  willingly  hiy  down  my  life  for  the  truth 
and  canse  of  God,  the  covenants  and  work  of  reformation,  which 
were  once  counted  the  glory  of  this  nation ;  and  it  is  for  endeavour- 
ing to  defend  this,  and  to  extirpate  the  bitter  root  of  Prelacy,  that 
I  embrace  this  rope,"  ^the  executioner  then  putting  the  rope  about 
his  neck.)  Then  hearing  the  people  weep,  he  said,  "  Your  w<m:)c  is 
not  to  weep  but  to  pray«  that  we  may  be  honourably  borne  through; 
and  blessed  be  the  Lord  that  supports  me  now ;  as  I  have  been  be- 
holden to  the  prayers  and  kindness  of  many  since  my  imprisonment 
and  sentence,  so  I  hope  you  will  not  be  wanting  to  me  now  in  the  last 
step  of  my  journey,.  thsX  I  may  witness  a  good  confession  ;  and  that 
.^e  may  know  what  the  grouiHl  of  my  encouragement  in  this  work 
18,  I  shall  read  to  you  in  the  last  chapter  of  Uie  Bible;  and  haviog 
read  it,  he  said,  <<  Here  yon  see  the  glory  that  is  to  be  revealed  to 
nie,-a  pure  river  of  water  of  life,  where  dbe  throne  of  God  and  the 
Lamb  is,  where  his  servants  serve  him  and  see  his  face,  and  his  name 
is  in  their  foreheads,  and  the  Lord  God  giveth  them  light,  and  they 
shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever.  And  here  yon  see  my  access  to  my 
glory  and  reward.  Lei  Aim  thai  is  aikirsi  comCt  &c.;  and  here  you  see 
my  welcome^  ^  JS^rU  and  the  bnd^tay^  corned*-  Then  he  said,  "  I 
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tuLte  cue  word  vmr&  to  say  |#  my  fHendi,  {loMtg  diHra  Aft 
•oB^foldy)  where  ate  ye?  Ye iieed  ii^lib^  lameiit  iKir  be  atthoned of 
me  iH  Mb  oonditioii,  for  I  nike  ute  of  tiiaft  oJLpwsatien  ^  ChtkXf  1 
m  to  ymtr  Fatker  and  my  Fa^ier^  ioyowr  <jhd  ond  my  Oody  to  your 
King  and  my  King,  to  1^  blested  a(H>stles  «tid  maitym,  asd  to  llie 
dty  of  ^le  liring  Ood,  iho  hegvenljr  Jenualen,  to  mi  imimoiurMib 
eoBipany  of  atq^,  4o  tiie  gmend  anembly  of  tlie  £rst4ifeni,  to  €rod 
tkeju^^f  dttytotiie  0puM  of  jittt  ineii  loade  perfect,  andtoJesitt 
the  Mediator  of  the  new  eerrettist;  and  I  l^d  yon  afi  farewell,  foit 
Qod  w31  be  mere  comfortable  to  yon  than  I  ootdd  be,  and  he  will 
be  now  more  refreshing  to  me  l]mn you  can  be;  feewell,  ArewdQ,  hi 
the  fjord.**  Then  the  napkin  being  put  on  hid  &ee,  he  pnyedaiv^fe^ 
and  pnt  it  np  witibi  his  hand,  and  said,  he  had  a  wm^  more  to  fsy 
oonceming  what  comfort  he  had  in  las  des&  **  I  hope  ytm  peroeite 
no  alteration  or  discouragement  in  my  countenance  and  carriage ;  and 
as  it  may  be  your  won^r,  so  I  profess  it  is  a  wonder  to  myaeif ; 
and  I  wiH  t^  you  the  reason  of  it ;  besides  the  justice  of  mycanse^ 
tins  is  my  eomfort,  what  was  sand  €i  Laiams  when  he  died,  I^ai  the 
tmgeit  did  carry  his  mml  <o  j£kviham*$  bosom;  m  that  as  lliere  is  a 
l^reat  solemnity  here  of  a  confloence  of  peoj^  a  aeaffrid,  a  gaDowa^ 
%  people  looking  out  at  windows ;  so  there  h  a  greater  md  morh 
lolemn  preparation  of  angela  to  carry  my  sod  to  Ount's  bosom. 
Again  ^is  is  my  comfort,  thaft  it  is  to  come  to  Cfatist's  hand,  and  hft 
^fHfl  present  it  blameless  and  faulltess  to  the  Fs&er,  and  then  MR  I 
ht  ever  with  the  Lord.  And  now  I  leave  off  to  speak  any  more  to 
ereatares,  and  begin  my  intercourse  widi  God,  which  shall  nevw  be 
broken  off:  farewell  fiMher  and  mother,  friends  and  rdations ;  fiure^ 
irdl  the  world  and  aH  delights;  frffewdl  meat  and  diink ;  llirewel 
ion,  moon,  and  stars ;  wekome  Ood  and  Faether ;  welcome  aweet 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Me(Uator  of  the  new  covenant ;  wricome  Messed 
Spirit  of  grace,  and  God  of  aO  consolation ;  welcome  glory ;  wdoome 
eternal  fi& ;  and  welcome  death.** 

Then  he  desired  the  executioner  not  to  turn  him  over  until  he 
himself  should  put  over  his  dioulders ;  which,  after  praying  a  little 
fat  private,  he  did,  saying,  "  O  Lord,  into  thy  hands  I  commit  my 
spirit,  for  thou  hast  redeemed  my  sonl,  O  Lord  God  of  tm^"  And 
thus,  in  the  26th  year  of  his  age,  he  died,  as  he  Ured,  in  tiie  Lord. 

His  death  was  so  much  lamented  by  the  spectators,  that  there  was 
scarce  a  dry  dieek  seen  in  all  the  streets  and  windows  about  the  cross 
of  Edinburgh,  at  the  time  of  his  execution.  A  late  historian*  gives 
him  tins  diameter,  that,  ^  he  was  a  youth  of  t6  years  of  age,  uni- 
versally bebved,  singvdarly  pious,  of  very  considetable  leaniing; 
he  had  seen  the  world,  and  travelled  some  years  abroad,  and  was  a 
veij  comely  and  graceful  person.  I  am  told,  saidi  he,  that  he  used 
to  fast  one  day  every  we^  and  had  frequently,  before  this,  sonified 
to  his  friends  his  impression  of  such  a  death  as  he  now  underwent* 


*  Mr.  CrookiliaBln.     Thb  was  abont  Nor.  166^  whea  tke  Couiioi] 
ttd  a prooes agatntt Sir  JaiMi  atswiM^  te mtcftiaaitav hhfa  iatliatik^ifl^ 
hit  Hittorr.  toL  it  p.  ISi. 
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BBt  Aire  in  the  rhSog  wtm  known  io  belnirt  nnaH;  a^d  when  he 
•polto0fhis.«HBfei«andjo7in1iisdeAtfa,heaT7we^  of 


JOHN  NEVAT- 

JoBif  Nevat  wm  Heensed  and  orduned  n  mhihCer  in  the  time 
of  8cotlaad^8  pmreafe  reformalion,  and  settled  at  NewmiUs,  in  the 
parish  of  London.  Besides  his  soundness  in  the  fmth,  ridning 
piety  in  eonyenaden,  and  great  dilk;enee  in  attending  to  all  tlie 
parts  of  his  ministerial  function,  partwularly  church  jn^catories,  he 
was  also  very  aealous  in  conten^ng  against  seyeral  steps  of  defec- 
tion which  were  contrary  to  the  work  of  reformation  carried  on  in 
that  period.    Thus, 

Mlien  the  Earl  of  CaIIend(pff,  and  Migor-General  Middleton 
were  omelly  harassing  the  eorenanters,  aiid  wdll  affected  people 
in  the  west  of  Scol&nd,  hecanse  they  wovdd  not  join  witti  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton's  unlawffal  engagement  to  war  against  England, 
wUdi  was  a  mamfbst  hreadi  of  the  s<^emn  league  and  corenant, 
Mr.  Nevay  was  one  of  those  ministers  who,  with  other  well  affected 
people,  assemblled  at  the  celelHration  of  the  Lord's  supper  at  lifoudi* 
fin-mo<n*,  in  June  1648,  where  opposition  in  their  own  defence  was 
made  to  the  said  CaHendar  and  Kfiddleton's  forces,  being  attadced 
hy  them  there  upon  the  last  day  of  that  solemnity.* 

Anin,  when  that  pretended  Assembly  held  at  ]B£nbni«h  and 
St.  Andrews,  in  1651,  approred  and  ratified  the  public  resolutions, 
to  bring  in  the  jusdy  excluded  malignants  .to  places  of  public  power 
jmd  trust,  he  was  one  of  those  called  remonstrants,  who  fidthfuUy 
witnessed  and  protested  against  that  land-defifing  sin. 

And,  as  a  conclusion  to  all,  when  that  head  of  malignants, 
Charles  II.  was  restored  as  king  orer  these  lands,  in  consequence 
of  which,  the  whole  of  our  covenanted  work  of  reformation,  which 
for  some  time  had  flourished,  was  defaced  and  overturned;  Mr. 
Nevay,  being  ^e  Eari  of  Loudon's  chaplain,  and  very  much  valued 
by  him,  was,  Nov.  18,  1662,  by  order  of  the  Counol,  cited,  with 
some  others,  to  repair  to  Edinburgh,  and  appear  before  the  Council 
on  the  9th  of  December  thereafter.  He  did  not  compeer  until  the  23d, 
when  he  was  examined,  and  upon  his  refusing  die  oath  of  allegiance, 
he  was  banished  in  terms  of  the  foHowii:^  bond : — 


*  Bishop  OnihTle  mjB,  That  ih«  dilef  managvn  hart  were  Mesen.  IVIUkm 
AMSt,  Wtmrai  Outbria,  and  John  KeTiy,  and  that  ^  vmmmUn  wene  of 
IW90Q0,  sodbomfiOOetrQiiK;  and  tiiis  U  «ure  Umh  psohiMe.  See  hie  Ma- 
aeoin,  p.  177.  Bailej'i  Letten  adds  to  the  above  the  names  of  lieav»  MuMl 
Thomas  Wyli^  Oahriel  Maxwell,  and  Alexander  Bkir;  and  mjt  they  were 
about  800  foo^  and  12  bone  strong  voL  IL  p.  29JH-299. 
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**  I  John  Nbvat,  minister  of  the  goepd  at  Newniilb;  Und  and 
oblige  myself  to  remove  forth  of  the  King's  dominions,  and  not  to 
return  under  pain  of  death ;  and  that '  I  shall  remove  before  liie 
first  of  February ;  and  that  I  shall  not  r^nain  within  the  dioceses 
of  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh  in  the  mean  time.  Subscribed,  at 
Edinburgh,  December  23d« 

JoHK  Nevay." 

Taking  leave,  therefore,  of  hb  paridiioners  witJi  a  sorrowfbl 
heart,  he  prepared  for  his  journey,  and  went  to  Holland,  among  the 
rest  of  the  banished  ministers.  There  for  some  years  he  preached 
to  such  as  would  come  and  hear  him ;  and  yet  aD  the  while  he  ex* 
pressed  the  affection  of  a  most  loving  pastor  to  his  fonner  parish* 
loners  at  Loudon  by  sending  them  many  sermons  and  letter*, 
wherein  he  not  only  exhorted  them  to  stead&stness  in  midst  of 
temptations,  but  also  showed  an  earnest  desire  to  return  to  them. 
An  instance  of  this  we  have  in  that  excellent  letter,  written  some 
time  before  his  death,  dated  Rotterdam,  October  22,  1668,  in  which 
among  other  things,  he  has  these  expressions: — ''I  can  do  no 
more  than  pray  for  you ;  and  if  I  could  do  that  well,  I  had  done 
almost  all  uiat  is  required.  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  esteem  you 
have  of  me ;  I  have  not  whereof  to  glory,  but  much  whereof  I  am 
ashamed,  and  which  may  make  me  go  mourning  to  my  grave ;  bat 
if  you  stand  fast,  I  live ;  you  are  all  my  crown  and  joy  in  thii 
earth,  next  to  the  joy  of  Jerusalem  and  her  King,  and  I  hope  to 
have  some  of  you  my  joy  and  ci^wn  in  our  Father's  kingdom, 
besides  those  that  are  gone  before  us,  and  entered  into  the  joy  of 
the  Lord.  I  have  not  been  altogether  ignorant  of  the  changes  and 
wars  that  have  been  amongst  you,  deep  calling  unto  deep,  nor 
how  the  Lord  did  sit  on  all  your  floods  as  King,  and  did  give  ypo 
many  tiroes  some  more  ease  than  others,  and!  you  wanted  not  your 
share  in  the  most  honourable  testimony  that  ever  was  given  to  the 
truth  and  kingdom  of  Christ  in  that  land  nnce  the  days  of  the 
martyrs  Mr.  Patrick  Hamilton,  Mr.  George  Wishart,  and  Mr. 
Walter  Mill" 

That  Mr.  Nevay  was  no  mean  divine  in  his  day,  either  for  parts 
or  learning,  is  evident,  both  from  the  act  of  Assembly,  J047, 
wherein  he  is  named  as  one  of  the  four  ministers  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  revise  and  correct  Rouse's  Paraphrase  of  David's  Psalms 
m  Metre,  (of  which  he  had  the  last  thirty  for  his  share,)  and  also 
from  an  elegant  and  handsome  Paraphrase  of  his  of  the  Song  of 
Solomon  in  Latin  verse. 

There  are  52  sermons,  or  rather  notes  of  sermons  of  his,  pub- 
lished, upon  the  nature,  properties,  and  blessings  of  the  Cov^iant 
of  Grace,  in  8vo. ; — 89  sermons  on  Christ's  Temptations,  in  manu- 
script, which  also  miffht  have  been  published,  if  those  upon  the 
Covenant  had  met  wiu  that  reception  they  deserved,  having  been, 
all  sent  over  from  Holland  for  the  benefit  of  his  old  parishioners  of 
Newmills. 
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somf  LtviNGaroNE. 


Mr.  John  Livingstons  wig  bom  At  Mimpkrefk  Hr  Kilsyth  ia 
1603.  06  wat  tha  80a  of  Mr*  William  Lmngstoaa^  minister  of 
that  piffle,  aad  aft^rwunjb  of  LMark,  by  whom  he  ww  nearly  la^ 
lated  to  the  hoasa  ot  Calendar.  Having  teamed  to  twd  and  write, 
be  waa  {ail  to  the  Oiiwaiar  achaol  of  Stirlmii,  ^ea  taoght  by  Mr. . 
WaHaee,  a  godly  and  learned  laan.  He  remataed  there  tiU  the 
aummer  of  1617,  when  h0  ratarned  hone,  la  October  foUowiag 
he  w$s  sent  to  th^  eoUega  of  Glasgo^^  where  ha  sfKint  foar  yean, 
and  paaKd  Master  of  Arta  ia  1^21. 

Aiter  this  he  cvmtinaod  to  live  with  ^  fidilier  until  ha'b^fan  to 
preach,  aad  during  this  interval  biqgaft  to  observe  the  Lord  a  great 
goodness,  in  diat  he  wa^  bom  of  parents  who  tanght  Um  the  prin^ 
€ipI^s  d  reVgioa  so  aeon  as  he  was  capable  to  aaderataaMl  any 
thing.  He  iiiomis  us  in  the  account  of  htt  life,  written  by  hansel^ 
diat  he  does  not  remember  the  time  or  means  particularly^  whereby 
the  Lord  at  £rat  wrought  upon  his  heart;  but  days  that  when  very 
young,  he  would  at  times  pray  with  some  feeling,  and  read  the 
word  with  s0me  delight;  and  thereafter  intemiit  such  exercises,  and 
then  waald  begin  a>id  Intermit  agaiuy  and  so  foriL  He  iafbmM  ua, 
moreover,  that  he  had  no  inclination  to  the  ministry,  till  a  year  or 
more  after  he  had  passed  his  oourse  at  collc^ ;  tiiat  immediately 
after  this,  ha  bent  his  de»res  to  the  knowledge  and  praotioe  of 
|nedicin0,  aad  intend  to  go  to  France  for  that  end.  But  this 
beiag  proposed  to  his  £Mher,  he  refused  to  com]dy,  and  about  tiiis 
time  having  pardiased  some  land  in  the  parish  of  KiUyth»  he  took 
the  ri^ta  ia  Ua  son's  name^  proposing  that  he  aJiouId  marry  and 
live  there.  This,  however,  be  in  his  turn  was  anwilUng  to  do, 
thinking  ijt  wonld  divert  him  from  his  studies ;  and  in  the  nndst  of 
these  straits,  he  resolved  to  set  i^Murt  a  day  by  himself  to  im{4ore 
6od  Isr  more  special  direction*  Aceoedingly,  on  the  day  appointml 
be  retired  to  Geghom  wood,  where,  after  much  confuaioa  in  the 
state  of  his.so«l»  he  at  last  thought  it  waa  made  out  to  him,  that  he 
must  preach  Jesua  CSiriat ;  and  upon  this,  laying  aside  all  thoughts 
af  othffl*  thinga,  he  betook  himsdf  to  the  study  of  lUvinity.  His 
fiither  waa  too  good  to  ojqiose  such  a  reaolution;  indeed,  it  was 
every  way  agreeaUe  to  his  own  wishes.  Tke  property  just  men- 
tieoadt  waa  sold  to  Sir  Wtlham  lAvingsUme  of  Kilsyth ;  and  after 
9^me  yeata  of  intense  implication,  being  licensed  aa  a  probationer  of 
the  Scottish  church,  he  delivered  his  first  sermon  from  his  father's 
pulpit  on  the  2d  of  January,  1625.  After  this  he  continued  a 
yctar  and  a  half  in  lus  father's  bouse,  studying  and  sometimes 
freaehiag,  and  dnring  this  time  ha  was  accustomed  to  writo  all  his 
aermons  before  he  pr^EUshed  them.  But  one  day,  being  to  preach 
nfter  the  communion  at  Qaodgen,  having  in  readiness  a  sermon 
which  he  had  delivered  elsewhere  one  day  before,  but  perceiving 
there  were  some  who  had  formerly  heard  it,  he  resolved  to  choose 
a  new  text,  and  wrote  only  a  few  notea  of  the  heads  he  was  4o 
deliver;  yet  he  tells  us  he  found,  on  that  occasion,  more  asshrtanoe^ 
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and  more  emotton  In  Ug-own  hearty  than  erer  he  had  found  before ; 
which  made  him  never  afterwards  write  any  more  of  his  aermona^ 
except  such  diort  notes  for  the  help  t>f  his  memory. 
*  About  April  1626,  he  was  sent  for  by  Lord  Kenmnir  to  Gallo- 
way, in  refoenoe  to  a  call  to  the  parish  of  Anwoth ;  bnt  some 
hindrance  coming  in  the  way,  this  view  was  kid  aside.*  In  the 
'  harvest  followmg,  he  hearkened  to  another  call  to  Torphichen ;  but 
this  proved  idso  vnauooessfid,  itom.  the  opposition  made  to  him  by 
Archbishop  Spottiswood,  on  aoooont  of  his  nonconfonnity.  And 
this  also  proved  to  be  the  fi&te  of  several  other  calls  whidi,  about 
this  time,  he  received.  After  this  he  went  to  the  Earl  of  Wigton'a 
seat  at  Cumbernauld,  where  he  remained  some  time ;  and  djmng 
the  most  part  of  this  summer  he  travelled  from  place  to  plade,  ac- 
cording 'as  he  'got  invitations  to  preach,  and  especially  at  com- 
munions in  Lanai:^,  Irvine,  Newmius,  Kenniel,  &e.  He  was  also  * 
sometimes  invited' to  preadi  st  Shots ;  and  in  that  place,  says,  he  itted 
to  :find  more  liberty  of  address  than  anywhere  else,  yea,  his  observes 
that  the  day  in  all  hb  life  in  whidi  he  found  most  of  the  {Nreaence 
of  God  in  preaching,  was  on  a  Monday  afWr  the  Sacrament  at  the 
Kirk  of  Shots,  June  21,  1630.  The  evening  before,  he  had  been 
with  some  Christians,  who  had  spent  the  ni^t  in  prayer  ^md  con- 
ference ;  in  the  morning  there  came  such  a  misgiving  of  ^irit  npon 
him,  on  considering  his  own  unworthiness  and  weakness,  and  the 
expectation  of  the  people,  that  he  was  purposing  to  hm  stdeii 
away,  and  declined  the  day's  work ;  but  again  thinking  he  could 
not  so  distrust  God,  he^went  to  preach,  and  got  the  roost  remarka- 
ble assistance  in  speaking  about  an  hour  and  a  half  from  Ecddd 
xxxvi.  25,  26.  Then  will  I  iprinkle  €lean  water  t^xm  yaUf  and  ye 
^tall  be  clean:  from  all  your  JiUhine$8y  and  from  all  your 
idols,  ^U  J  cleanse  you,  &e.  Here  he  was  led  out  in  sudi  m 
melting  strain,  that,  hj  the  downpouring  of  the  Spirit  from 
iOn  high,  a  most  discernible  change  was  wrou^t  upon  about  irOO 
of  the  hearers,  who  either  dated  dieir  conversion,  or  some  re- 
markable confirmation,  from  that  day  forward.f  Some  little  t>f  the 
same  feding,  he  says,  remained  on  him  the  lliursday  afW,  when  he 
preached  at  Kilmarnock ;  -but  on  the  Monday  following,  preachings 
at  Irvine,  he  was  so  deserted,  that  what  he  had  meditated  vpaa^ 
written,  and  <»mmitted  to  memory,  he  could  not  pronounce ;.  and 
was  so  discouniged,  that  he  resolved  not  to  preach  again  for  some 
time,  at  least,  in  Irvine.    "Mr.  Dickson,  however,  combated  hk 


*  AoTTOth  was  not  «s  yet  a  dittinct  ptrlab.  Its  erection  was  only  ctmtaa*^ 
plated,  and  the  obstruction  alhided  to  arose  from  some  diflotUties  in  gftUof  It 
iisgfiUntd,  and  a  cliarcli  built.  .This,  of  ooune^  preTettted  lor  tbe  tlmc^  and  in  aa 
fbr  as  Mr.  Xiringstone  was  ooncemed,  prevented  altogether,  his  settlemeut  in  that 
pboc.  But  the  difficulties  in  question  being  removed,  <*  thereafter,"  says  he,  **  the 
Lord  provided  a  great  desl  better  for  them,  for  they  got  that  worthy  serrant  of 
Clirlst,  Mr.  Samuel  Rntherfoird,  whose  praise  is  fa  aU  the  nfonned  chordMS.** 

t  Seethafuttmngofthe8oripCiire^p«rti  p.  484.  Wodnm's  History,  t«1. 
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itoBoliidoii,  and  woiild  not  tnfFer  him  to  go  till  he  had  preiohed  ob' 
the  next  Sabbath,  which  he  did  with  some  freedom. 

Ihis  amnmer,  being  in  Irvine,  he  received  lettera  from  Viscount 
€lanniboT»  advismg  him  to  cometo  Irdand^  in  reference  to  a  call 
from  Kflunchie ;  and,  having  no  hope  of  entering  into  the  ministry 
io  Sootiand,  he  went  thither,  and  had  an  unanimous  call  from  that 
pariah.  Here  he  laboured  with  the  untmost  assiduity  among  a 
people  who  were  both  rude  and  profiine  before  this ;  but  who  after- 
wank  became  the  most  experienced  ChristianB  in  that  country. 
He  was  not,  however,  above  a  year  here,  when  the  Bishop  of 
Down  suspended  him  and  his  fiiend  Mr.  Blair  for  nonconformity. 
They  renuuned  deposed  until  May  1632,  when,  by  the  intercession  of 
Lord  Castlestuart,  a  warrant  was  granted  by  the  King  for  their 
being  restored. 

Some  time  after  this  he  was  married  to  the  eldest  daughter  of 
Bartholomew  Fleming,  merdiant  in  Edinburgh,  who  was  then  in 
Ireland.  In  November  1635,  however,  he  wad  again  deposed  by 
the  Bishop  of  Down,  and  a  little  after,  bv  his  orders,  excommunicated 
by  Mr.  Mdvill,  minister  of  Down ;  and,  during  the  succeeding  win-, 
ter,  seeing  no  appearance  of  liberty  either  to  ministers  or  professors, 
from  the  bandage  of  the  prelates,  he,  with  others  of  the  deposed 
ministers,  took  a  resolution  to  go  to  New  Elngland.  Upon  this 
they  bmlt  a  ship  for  that  purpose ;  and  when  all  things  were  ready, 
thev,  about  the  9th  of  September,  loosed  from  Lochfergus ;  but  a 
violent  storm  arising,  they  were  ^ven  near  to  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland, and  were  in  danger  of  being  drowned,  and  after  prayer 
and  consultation  resolved  to  return  to  Lodifergus.  After  this  he 
staid  in  Ireland  till  he  heard  that  Mr.  Blair  and  himself  were  to  be 
apprehended,  when  they  both  went  out  of  the  way,  and  came  over 
to  Scotland.  On  arriving  at  Irvine,  he  preached  fbr  Mr.  Dickson, 
and  for  tins  was  afierwards  called  in  question.  Leaving  Irvine,  he 
passed  by  Loudon  and  Lanark  to  Edmburgh,  and  there  continued 
for  some  time. 

About  the  beginning  of  March  1638,  when  the  body  of  the  land 
fwas  kbout  to  renew  the  national  covenant,  he  was  sent  post  to 
JLiondon  with  several  copies  of  that  covenant,  and  letters  to  friends 
at  court  of  both  nations.  Upon  his  arrival,  Mr.  Borthwick  de* 
liviered  the  letters  for  him ;  but  he  had  been  there  only  a  few  days 
when  word  was  sent  him  from  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton,  that  he 
liad  overheard  the  King  say,  that  "  he  was  come,  but  that  he  should 
put  a  nair  of  fetters  fd>oat  his  feet  ;**  and  upon  this,  £Baring  he 
might  be  taken  in  the  post  way,  he  boi^t  a  horse^  and  came  home 
by  St.  Alban's  and  the  western  vray.  He  was  shortly  afterwards 
present  at  Lanark  and  other  places  when  the  covenant  was  read  and 
awom  to ;  and,  excepting  at  the  Kirk  of  Shots,  as  already  noticed, 
■he  declares  he  never  saw  such  tokens  of  influence  frt>m  the  Spirit 
4>f  Crod,  all  the  people*  so  generally  and  willingly  concurring; 
thousands  of  persons  all  at  once  lifting  up  their  hands  and.  tears 
billing  from  their  eyes,  and  throughout  the  whole  land  the  inhabi- 
tants, (a.  few  Pai-ists,  and  others  who  adhered  to  the  Prelates,  ex 
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cepted,)  entering  1pt6  s  oorenant  with  GocI  Ibi^  the  rtfonnrtloil  of 
religion  ag^nst  the  oonmptioiii  and  abuses  httkerto  pnctibed. 

SbordV  ifter  this,  in  the  same  year,  being  on  a  Tistt  to  tho  Hui 
of  CassiliB  in  Ayrshire^  he  received  a  call  both  from  Straoner  in 
Galloway,  and  Straiton  in  Oarrick ;  but  he  Edited  the  matter  to 
Messrs.  Bhur,  Dickson,  Cant,  Henderson,  RatherfBrd,  and  his 
fiither ;  who,  baring  heaord  both  parties,  adrised  him  to  Stramraer; 
and  he  was  reeeired  there  by  the  presbytery  m>on  the  5lii  of  Jvitf 
1638.  In  this  situation,  as  prelacy  was  now  abolished  in  Soolkml^ 
he  experienced  no  obloquy  nor  opposition.  The  more  serious  per^ 
sons  of  his  flodc  having,  on  his  arrival,  requested  liberty  to  attend 
family  wordiip  in  his  house,  he  offered  to  meet  them  every  mom* 
ing  in  the  churdL  They  accordingly  assembled  daily,  and  after 
singing  a  few  verses  of  a  psalm,  and  reading  a  small  poition  <tf 
Scnptnre,  on  which  he  spoke  *'  only  so  long  as  a  half  hour  glass 
run,"  he  condnded  the  meetii^  with  prayor.  He  attended  the 
celebrated  Assembly  ai  Gla^ow,  which  met  soon  after  his  mdoe- 
tion  to  Stranraer,  and  concurred  in  all  its  proceedings.  He  was 
appointed  by  the  presbytery,  in  1640,  chaylain  to  ^e  Eail  of  €aa« 
silis'  regiment,  and  was  presoit  at  the  battle  of  Newbnm  neav 
Newcastle,  and  m  consequence  of  an  apj^ication  to  the  Assembl]^ 
from  the  presbyterian  inhabitants  of  the  nortii  of  Ireland,  he  waa 
appointed  to  go  thither  three  months  eveiy  summer  for  five  yeart» 
previous  to  1648,  to  animate,  instruct,  and  edify  the  people  in  that 
quarter.  He  remained  in  Stranraer,  and  m  the  futtiftfl  dBschargo 
of  the  ministry,  until  the  harvest  of  that  year,  wfaen^  by  tiie  sentence 
of  the  General  Assembly,  he  was  transported  to  Ancrum  in  Tiviot* 
dale.  When  he  came  to  Ancrum  he  found  the  people  very  tracts* 
ble,  bnt  very  ignorant,  and  some  of  them  very  loose  in  their  car* 
riage ;  and  it  was  a  long  time  before  any  competent  number  of  theai 
were  brought  to  such  a  condition,  tlat  he  could  adventure  to  cdebrsta 
the  Lord*9  supper^  but  at  length  by  his  diligence,  tfaron|^  the 
grace  of  God,  some  of  them  began  to  lay  religion  to  l^oit. 

Ill  1649,  the  parliament  and  cfaurdi  of  Scotland  had  sent  some 
comhussioners  to  treat  witli  the  King  at  the  Hague,  in  order  to 
his  admission;  but  they  returned  without  satis&ction.  Yet  the 
parliament^  in  snmmer  1650,  sent  othw  commicBupners  to  prD»  * 
secute  the  foresud  treaty  at  Breda^  and  the  commission  isi  the 
Kirin  chose  Mr.  livingstone  and  Mr.  Wood«  and  after  that  added 
Mr.  Hutcheson  to  them,  and  the  Lords  Casdliis  and  Brody,  as  rul- 
ing elders,  that  in  name  of  the  churdk  they  should  present  uufi 
prosecnte  dieir  wishes.  Mr.  livingstone  was  very  mnHUing  tt>  go^ 
for  several  reasons ;  the  diief  of  which  was,  that  he  still  suspected 
the  King  to  be  not  right  at  heaiit  in  respect  of  the  true  presbyterian 
rriigion,  and  yet  saw,  that  many  in  the  kingdom  were  ready  te 
receive  the  King  home  upon  any  terms ;  butiie  was  at  Iffligth  pre- 
vmled  on  by  his  frietads  Messrs.  Didcson,  Guthrie,  and  Qiikspie^ 
to  go. 

Afiter  much  conference  and  reasoning  with  the  Kiag^  the  coat- 
mifisioners  were  not  like  to  come  to  any  oondusiqn.    Mr.  Liviag>> 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


JOHN  UVIHQSTOME.  WP 

^96  oUarvad  thbt  tli«  Kiqgr  ftiil  eamiimed  ike  use  of  Ad  tertiov- 
l)opk  and  his  clwylaim^  and  often  speni  tihe  lughli  in  balls  and 
parfiet.  TUb,  widi  many  odier  tiiiags,  made  kirn  eondnde  time 
would  be  no  Uaning  on  die  proposed  treaty  »*-•  trai^,  wliidi,  to 
bis  unspeakable  gri^  was  at  last  eondnded.  Some  tame  after,  the 
King^  aocordii^  to  appokutaacMi  s^  tail  iot  Scotland ;  bnt  Mr. 
Jjiyingstcme  refnwd  to  go  abofttd  with  the  conqiaay,  and  woidd  nc* 
h^ve  done  so,  hn^  for  the  foUoving  stratagieni: — ^WhenLord  Bn>dy 
and  Mr-  Hntcheson  saw  tha^  they  t^onU  not  proTail  upon  Mm,  their 
desired  Ub^  before  ^artbg».itt  least  to  come  into  the  ship  to  speak 
of  sqmeiqfktters  inhalid;  this  he  did,  and  in  the  mean  while,  the 
boat  that  dkonld  b^T^  waited  his  tetsiini,  made  iirs%kt  for  the  shore 
without  hinu  After  this  the  King  agreed  with  the  eommissdonera 
to  swnar  a^d  sablcribe  th^  ooT^naniSy  together  with  the  national 
and  solemn  le^gine^  tmd  take  his  cistii  tiiaiean;  bat  Livingstone, 
judging  that  tmk  $  rAflh  asid  pred{utatia  swenring  of  the  eevenants 
HTould  not  be  for.  the  haMir  of  the  «anse  they  wsra  embariced  in, 
did  all  he  oonld  to  detetr  tile  King  tod  commissbnars  fireoi  solem- 
nizing it^  imtil  they  «aaa^  to  fieotisiad;  but  "v^ea  nothing  would 
dissnade  the  Koig  dm*  hb  rfHoIation»  idl  was  done  ihat  was  re- 
qniredof  himt  nppn  which MkvXaTifigStone  observed,  tiiali it  seems 
to  have  been  tiie  gnUt,  Jiot  qi^  of  tiM  oomaDisstsMrB,  bnt  of  the 
whole  kipgds^ ;  yea,  and  lof  the  dwvcli  dso,  who  adaodtted  him  to 
ma  govenunenty  and  y^  without  any  endenoe  of  a  real  change  npoii 
his  heart)  and  iTithont  his  forwJring  fonfaei  priaoiples,  counsels^  and 
company.  •    '   > 

Upon  hmdinrir  hi  SeotiMtd,  before  he  took  his  leanre  of  the  King 
at  Dundee  he  naed  settle.  Ireedom  with  hkn.  After  saying  some- 
thing anent  his  carriage,  he  advised  hnh,  as  he  saw  the  Engfirii 
army  approaching  in  a  most  viiitsEriods  manner,  t»  diveri  the  stroke, 
if  possible,  by  a  declaration,  sad  nOt  peosecnta  his  title  at  present 
by  ^e  and  sword,  till  the  storm  slumld  ibate,  and  then,  perhaps, 
his  English  subjects  \vould  be  in  a  better  case  to  be  ^o'serned. 
But  he  did  not  relish  this  motion  well,  saying,  hO  wmdd  not  adl  Kk 
father's  blood ;  which  uiude  Mr.  Livingstone  «ondnd».  that  €&tfaer 
he  ^a^  not  called  to  mkldie  in  state  mattein,  or  else  .that  he  wa^ 
destined  to  have  littie  success  Another  instance'  o#  tide  ha  mel 
with  in  1654.  When  he,  witii  Mesvs.  Gilfeflpie  imd  Mhnaies^ 
bdi^g  called  up  by  the  Frotectolr  td  London,  ,prapoM  that  he 
should  take  off  the  heavy  fines  that  were  laid  on  severals  in  Scot- 
land, which  they  were  nnaUe  to-  pay;  he  himself  seemed  to  like 
the  motion,  bnt  when  proposed  to  the  Ck>nncil«  they  refused,  to 
listen  to  it  ' 

WhQe  at  London  preachmg  before  the  ProtectoTt  l^'  n^entionod 
the  King  in  pmyer,  at  which  aotne  were  greatiy  incentoed;  but 
Crein#en,  Imowihg  Mr.  Livingstone's  inflnenee  in  Seotknd,  sahl, 
^  Let  him  alone,  he  is  a  good  man ;  aAd  what  are  we,  poor  men,  in 
comparison  of  the  Kings  of  EM^land  ?" 

Some  time  aftera  the  GeneraTAsMmbly  appointed  hucfiy  with  some 
other  ministers,  to  wait  upon  the  PrptOctbrs  iurmy  and  thq  Com* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC  ' 


8B  scon  W0BTHIE8. 

«0tlae  of  Brtfttef  tiim  vnA  it;  but  tlie  fear  aild  i^preheiirioii  of 
wint  eimed^  kept  hkn  from  going,  and  he  iminedisliely  went  liome 
sntil  he  got  the  iad  newg  of  m  defeat  at  Dmbar.  After  tfak 
Cromw^  wrote  to  ^nm  frcmi  Edinborgfay  to  oraae  and  apeak  whli 
him^  bnt  he  ezeosed  hinbel^ 

It  was  during  that  winter  the  laihappy  difference  feD  oot  anent 
the  paUic  resolutions.  His  light  cavied  him  to  join  tiie  ptoteston 
in  the  AssenMy  that  followed  tiiereafier.  Be  wns  also  present  at 
thek  first  meeting  at  Kilmamook,  and  iafterwards  at  several  other 
meetings  o£  the  protesting  brethren.  But  not  beii^  satisfied  witih 
keeping  these  meetings  so  often,  and  contanning  them  so  long, 
whidi  he  imagmed  made  the  breach  wider,  1m  henceforth  de* 
dined  them  for  some  lime. 

From  this  period  tifl  the  year  1660,  he  spent  his  time  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  ministry,  both  at  Anemm  and  other  fdoees.  At  tiiait 
period  being  informed  that  the  Bjng  was  called  hom^  he  dearly 
foresaw,  thi^  the  oTertoming  of  the  whde  worit  of  reformation 
wonld  ensne,  and  a  trial  to  all  who  shonld  adhere  to  the  same. 
iBnt  when  in  .1662,  the  PariiaDient  «nd  Council  had  ordered  all 
ministers  who  had  come  insiace  1649,  and  had  not  kept  the  holi- 
day of  the  39ih  of  May,  either  to  acknowledge  the  prelates  or  ro- 
mo^  he  stiH  mcMfe  dearly  foresaw  a  storm  i^^proachi^.  At  tbo 
.last  commnnion  which  he  hdd  at  Anorom,*  in  October  of  that  year, 
he  says,  that  after  sermon  on  Ikfoftday,  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  open 
his  month,  in  a  reasondbly- large  dlsboors^  anent  the  groonds  and 
encouragement  to  suffer  for  the  present  oontroyersy  of  the  kingdom 
,<if  Christ;  as  to  t^poihting  the  'goFerunent  of  his  house ;  and 
he  then  took  his  leav&xvf  thai  place>  although  he  knew  noting  i^ 
rwhat- vas  to  f<^ow  shortly  aft^.* 

,  AnSi  having  thus,  like  Elijah,  eaiCeR'  before  his  jouriMy,  in  odier 
jwocvb,  harihg  communicated  before  he  eutOTed  upon  suffering,  he 
heard)  soon  after,  of  the  Council's  proc^ure  against  him  and  about 
twehre  or  sixteen  others  who  were  Iso  be  kxraght  before  them. 
He  presently  went  to  Edinbuigfa^  even  before  tbe  sumnbons  could 
reach  him,  and  there  InriDed  for  some  time^  until  he  got  oertahi  in- 
formation, of  the  Council's  design,  whether  liiey  were  for  thev  Kves^ 
as  wasldane  with  Mr.  Gnthrie,  or  only  for  their  banishment,  as 
was  dcnel  with  Mr.  M*Ward,  and  Mr.  Simpson ;  but  finding  that 
they  intended  only  the  last,  he  forthwidi  resolred  to  appear  witii 


*  *  At  this  ocmimiiiilon,  it  would  appear,,  there  waa  an  uDoommon  giatherixig  of 
lirdy  Christiaiif  firom  aU  the  coqn^  annnid,  and  a  rwmafhablft  outpouriof  of 
tile  SplHt^  M^<  LWliilfrtOiie  hitaadTeiiJoyed  thls»  and  hSa  hrethreii  who  aadltled. 
Jle  KTved  15  taUea.  Hia  hovae  being  ftiH  of  atnngen,  he  went  oat  to  the 
Mda  ofLSat^Iday  ereniiy  fh>  stedttate  and  pray;  behind  a  loM  dyke  he  heard 
a  female  Toiee, — mjoung  woman  wrestling  with  God  in  prayer,  and  -aolemnlj 
protetting  the  woJd  not'leaTO  the  thsobe  of  gracje  without  a  Wearing,— wherewith 
he  waa  much  gn^^i|ied ;  .on  tiie  aabbath,  i^hcn  giying  thanks  to  God  for  hia  kind- 
MH,  and  tiie  y^tlph  ^'their  pnyeia,  he  montioned  particakriy,  for  the  prayera 
ct  that  yoisig  woman  who  took  the  rrotcst. 
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UbhraOraB.  Heiyfteied^Bee.  ll.aad  waf  ilssuiiiaM 
Couneil;  ^  renlt  of  wliieh:  exMniimtmn  wm  tiii% — HmC  ^tmf^ 
rofutred  him  to  mbtcribe  or  take  the  oath  of  aUegiaaoe,  whiA  hf^  \ 
npmk  eefenl  gronndfl  aad  zeaaons,  haraig  refiued,  a^tettoe  waa 
pronomioed,  that  in.  forty^ei^  hoora  he  shottld  laaTe  £diqlmigh> 
go  to  the  noiAof  the>Tiy»  and  within  two  montha  depart  o«t  of 
alltheKiog'f  dominione.  .Aoeofldiagly  he  went  from  £dinbqvgh 
to  Leith;  and  theraafter,  upon  a  petition  in  itaard  to  his  iofinrnty* 
he  obtained  liberty  to  atay  there  mitil  he  dhionUL  repaiOYeb  Ha 
petitioned  ako  for  a  few  days  to  go  home  to  «ee  hia  wUe  aad 
eh]ldran»  hot  thia  waa  leAiaed ;  aa  alro  for  an  extract  af  his  sen- 
tenoe,  hot  did  not  obtain  it.  In  1663,  he  embarked,  aeeompanied 
by  aereral  friends ;  they  set  sail,  and  in  eight  days  arrived  a^  tM* 
terdam,  where  he  fbond  the  rest  of  the  banished  minist^s  before 
him.  Here  he  had  freqnent  opp<Hrtonities  of  preaching  to  the 
Scota  congregation  of  that  town ;  and  in  Deconoer  following,  hif 
wife,  with  two  of  hia  children,  cam^  orer  to  him,  aad  the  other  five 
Veae  lA  in  Soothmd. 

At  thb  period,  upon  a  retroapectiTe  view  of  his  life,  he,  in  the 
foresaid  historical  acoonnt,  obsorves,  that  the  Lord  had  giren  him  a 
body  not  very  strong,  and  yet  not  weak ;  for  he  conld  hardly  re^ 
member  himself  wearied  in  reading  and  stodying,  although  he  had 
continued  aeren  or  oght  hovra  wiSdumt  rising,  and  also  that  there 
weie  but  two  recaedttcns  he  was  in  datager  of  being  taken  with ; 
tiie  first,  hunting  on  horse-back,  i^whidi  he  had  rery  little  <^par- 
tonity,.  bat  found  it  very  entidng;  the  other,  singing  in  conoerts  of 
mosic,  in  wbich  he  had  some  skiU  and  took  great  ddig^t.  He  says 
further,  tiiat  he  was  always  shoHsighted,  and  could  not  discern  ,any 
person  or  thiag  a£ur  o£F;  but  hitheorto  he  had  found  no  occasion  fer 
^peetanles,'  and  oould  read  small  print  as  long,  and  with  as  litde 
l^^ht,  shiKMt  as  any  other.  As  to  his  indination,  he  was  generally 
wait  and  anuMrous,  averse  to  debates,  rather  given  to  caution  than 
nahness,  and  too  easy  to  be  wrought  upon.  And  although  he  could 
Boa  say  what  Luther  affirmed  of  himsdf  conceming  covetousness, 
yet  he  eouM  say,  he  had  been  less  trouUed  with  covetousness  and 
cares,  than  many  other  evils.  Rather  incbied  to  solitude  thaa 
omnpany,  wnd  was  much  troubled  with  wanderings  of  mind  and  evil 
fhoughto ;  end  for  outward  things,  he  was  never  rich ;  and  although, 
when  in  KiMinchie,  he  had  not  iU>ove  four  pounds  Sterling  ^f  sti- 
pend a-year,  he  was  nevor  in  want. 

^  He  further  observes,  that  he  could  not  remember  any  particular 
time  of  conversion,  or  that  he  was  much  cast  down  or  lifted  up 
only  one  night  in  the  Dean  of  Kilmarnock's,  having  been  most  of 
thejday  before  b  oempany  with  some  of  the  peo^e  of  Stuarton, 
vriio  were  under  Aat  exercise  of  mind,  he  lay  down  under  some 
heHTiness,  such  as  he  never  had  any  experience  of;  but,  in  the 
midst  oi  his  sleep,  there  came  anch  a  tenor  of  the  wrath  of  God 


•  Wodrotr*t  Hlitoir,  toL  L  pw  149. 
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«poii  idm,  Uyii  if  k  Idd  Wt  goM*BldeU|b«#,  ori 
t^e  hmgetj  ke  mnilr  knr*  been  in  the  iiMwt  dmdM 
It  WM  ittstaady  Temofcd,  kowttver,  and-  lie  thiMgiit  it  yfrm  mad 

oouldst  not  eBikm."  In  liift  preaofaing  !»  wss  tMlietiBMi  mli 
deserted  ad  «ait  down,  and  again  at  other  timM  y^atly  aarartod* 
He  himself  kaa  told  ns  that  he  naver  preadiad  boti  tiro  seiittd^ 
he  would  bo  eanect  to  aeo  in  print ;  tiie  fiiat  (awfi  Wodrow)  wai 
on  a  eoniBMUiion  Monday  at  iJie  Kirk  ai  Shots,  ii  already  noticed, 
kke  oth^  on  a  sbnilar  oooaaion  at  Hdlywood  m  irebuuL  At  kotk 
lin^s  he  had  spent  the  night  befose  in  eoinfaiamie  and  pmyer  wilk 
some  Christians,  without  any  mono  than  otdinary  praparation.  For 
otherwise,  says  he,  his  gift  was  rather  snited  to  common  people 
than  to  learned  jndicions  anditon.  He  had  •  tdoaUe  msig^  into 
th^  Hebrew,  Chalde^,  and  Gjmc  languages ;  Anbio  he  essayed  to 
learn,  bnt  soon  dropped  it. 

He  had  as  mneh  of  the  Frend^  Kalian,  Dntish  and  Spaatsk,  as 
enabled  him  to  make  use  of  their  books  and  BMaa.  It  was  tiariee 
pot  npon  him  by  the  Creneral  Assembly  to  write  the  history  of  the 
«hm«h  of  Scotland  since  the  reformation  in  I68UB :  bat  this,  ht 
certain  reasons,  he  altogether  omitttd. 

The  greater  part  of  his  time  in  Holland  he  iqpent  in  redncbig  the 
original  text  into  a  Latin  translatioa  of  Ae^  Bible;  and  te  this 
imrpose  compared  Pagnin's  with  Ike  ongnMl  eeat,  and  wilkihe 
iattor  translations,  such  as  Mnnsto*,  tiie  Tsarina,  Jnliins,  Diadaii, 
the  Eogli^,  bnt  especially  the  Dirtch,  wUdi  he  Ikon^kt  wis  te 
most  aocorate  of  all. 

Whethei- by  oonstnnt  sitting  at  Aesesmdies,  or  framaoBw  other 
causes,  suck  as  tke  infirmities  of  old  age,  he  cadd  sot  detcnain^ 
but,  after  Ike  year  1664,  there  was  sudh  a  contimud  paiik  in  his 
bkdder,  that  he  conld  not  walk  abroad,  and  snd|  n  ditikin^  Hi  his 
hands  as  to  present  his  writiflg  any ;  otherwise  ke-btessad  ue  Loid 
that  hitharto  he  had  found  no  great  defection  enAer  ih  body-or  mind 

He  Continued  at  Rotterdam  until  his  death,  iMA  ksfpennd  on 
the  9tk  of  August,  1672,  in  ike  78th  year  of  kis  agew  43onie  of  kis 
last  words  were,  <<  Carry  my  commendatton  to  Jeans  Cbiist,  till  I 
come  there  myself;"  after  n  pause,  ke  added,  ^  l  die  in.tke  £ytk 
that  the  truths  of  God,  which  he  balk  helped  the  chmKk  of  fioot- 
hmd  to  own,  shall  be  ovmtsd  by  him  as  tnrths  so  long  ss  son  and 
moon  endure.  I  have  my  own  ftaks  as  well  as  olker  men,  but  k|B 
has  alwajrs  made  me  to  abkor  diews.  I  know  I  kave  giren  offence 
to  many,  tkrodgk  my  skiekness  and  negligence*,  bnt  I  fiMgiVe,  and 
desire  to  be  fctfgiten."  After  a  )>ause,  for  ke  was  not  able  to 
speak  muck  at  a  time,  he  said,  <<  I  would  not  have  pei^  to  fon^ 
cast  the  worst,  bnt  ^ere  is  a  daric  dond  above  the*  reformed 
churdies,  which  prognosticates  a  storm  coming."  His  wife,  fearing 
what  riiortly  followed,  deared  him  to  take  leave  of  his  friends  :— 
*<  I  dare  not,  (replied  he  with  an  ajBFecdonate  tenderness,)  but  it  is 
like  our  parting  wiD  only  be  a  short  time."  And  then  he  slept  in 
the  Lord. 
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AlAongh  ft  k  uml  witli  mait  jnen,  when  wntbg  Hirir  «wA 
Uogn^ky,  tfcroagh  nodratf,  to  cohomI  their  qmliicatloiw  aad 
flhiUdiB,  yet  hare  thhigg  cannot  be  hid;  for  it  is  erident,  thafe 
flOMB  the  RefiDmatkm  oosmienced  in  Seotltnd,  there  hat  bc^  no 
one  whoee  Unboon  in  the  goupel  here  heen  more  remaiftablj  Ueved 
ivith  the  dawmpommg  of  the  Spirit  than  Bir*  lirxngitone's ;  ye%  it 
is  a  question,  if  any  one^  siqoe  ^  pfmitiTe  times  has  had  so  many^ 
convindng  and  confirming  seals  of  his  ministry.  Witness  what 
occnrred  at  the  Kirk  of  Shots,  and  Hollywood  in  Ireland,  at  which 
two  places,  it  is  said,  that  about  UMM^  souls  were  either  confirmed, 
or  converted  and  brought  to  Christ. 

His  worics,  besides  his  letter  from  Leith  to  his  parishioners*  at 


*  Of  difa  kttor,  whkli  was  written  inmiedliiteljr  mi  the  crve  ef  his  dtptattatt, 
«Bd  ■!•»  ^f  ailotker,  addrijiwd  to  ihmi  tnm  B%tmt\\iun  10  jesrt  afterwaarii,  wm 
wal^^ki  tlw  foUowinf  fstract^ 

«<  To  the  4ock  of  Jous  Christ  in  Ancnun,  l]|^t,  iife^  and  hrn,  tmd  theooosoU. 
tioDB  of  the  Holy  Ghost  he  multiplied — 

<<  Well  belored  in  the  Lord, 

**  That  which  our  sins  have  heen  a  long  time  prxxmrinf  ,  is  now  come^ 
eren  a  separation.  How  long  H  may  continue  Is  fai  the  Lord*s  hand ;  hut  It  wilT 
he  oar  put  to  search  out  and  mourn  for  these  sia%  thaf  have  drawn  down  such 
•  stroke.  It  is  not  needful  to  look  much  to  instruments ;  I  have  from  my  heart 
Ibrgiten  them  all,  and  would  wish  you  to  do  the  Uke,  and  pray  for  them,  thaf 
it  I&  not  laid  to  their  diarge ;  hut  let  us  look  to  him  without  whoee  doing  there 
is  no  evU^in  a  city,  for  he  hath  torn  and  he  will  heal  us,  he  hath  smitten  and  ho 
will  hind  us  up.  But  you  and  I  hare  great  cause  to  bless  the  Lord;  howbelt  I 
he  the  nnworthiest  that  ever  spake  in  his  name,  yet  my  labour  hath  not  been 
altogether  in  Tain,  but  some  have  giren  evidence  of  a  real  work  of  the  %>lrft  of 
God  in  their  heart;  but  oh  what  shall  I  say  of  these  in  whom  an  evil  spirit  of 
drunkenness,  of  greed  and  falsehood,  of  malice,  of  licentiousness,  of  wilfhl  igno- 
rance, of  neglect  of  prayer  and  all  the  means  of  salvation ;  these,  and  all  of  you, 
I  obtest,  and  charge  in  the  name  and  authority  of  him  who  shall  judge  the 
quick  and  the  dead,  and  beseech  you  in  the  bowels  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  that  you 
turn  apeodSj  to  him,  and  make  conscience  of  prayers  both  evening  and  morning, 
and  read  or  cause  some  to  read  the  word  of  God,  wherein  you  will  find  all  things 
necessary  for  ftuth  and  conversation.  I  was  very  desirous,  and  used  means,  to 
have  come  and  seen  you,  but  was  hindered ;  yet,  howsoever,  I  carry  your  names 
along  with  me  in  my  book  and  in  my  heart,  whitheTMiever  I  go,  and  beg  your 
prayers,  that  I  may  be  kept  falthftil  and  fruitfU ;  have  a  care  to  breed  your 
children  to  know  the  Lord,  and  to  keep  them  from  the  pollutions  of  the  ovif 
worid.  I  recommend  to  you  above  all  books,  (except  the  word  of  God,)  tho 
Confession  of  Faith  and  Larger  Catechism ;  and  now  dearly  beloved,  and  longed 
for,  farewelL  The  God  of  iOi  grace,  who  hath  called  us  unto  his  eternal  glory 
by  Jesus  Christ,  after  you  have  suflSered  a  while,  malce  you  perfect,  stablidi, 
settle,  and  strengthen  yon :  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion  ibr  ever.  Amen. 
By  your  loving  Servant  and  Pastor  in  the  Lord, 

JOHN  LIVINGSTONE. •' 

Some  passages  of  the  letter  written  by  htm  after  he  had  been  absent  ten  yean^ 
dated  Rotterdam,  October,  1 67 1. 


*«lbtw|thritMidfaigaU  the  sad  things  that  h»r#AUe«  out  of  late,  I  would  pttt 
yoM  in  mted  of  the  itmtj  gpod  days  we  havo  sssa  togethor,  both  of  sabhatliHlafs 
md  solema  eommtmlon  di^,  whiBsin  vs  assr  the  LWd*P  power  and  Us  ffScci  Ja 
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A]ioniiii» 'written  in  1668,  are»  his  MemonUe  CSiBriuslenstic^.of 
Divine  Proyidenoe,  &c*  and  a  nmnngcript  of  liis  own.  life,  of  whteh! 
this  is  an  abridgment;  He  also,  while  in  Holland*  wrote  a  new; 
Latin  translation  of  the  Old  Testament,  whidi  was  revi^  tmd 
approved  of  by  Vossins,  Essenins,  Nethnnes,  Lemden,  and  other 
^oinent  lights  of  that  time ;  and  whidi,  before  hia  deatii,  was  pol 
bto  the  huids  of  the  last  of  these  to  be  printed. 


JOHN  SEMPLE. 

The  earliest  notioe  which  has  been  transmitted  to  us  of  Mr.  Sem- 
pk,  r^resents  him  as  in  Irdand,  acting  in  the  capadty  of  Precen-. 
tor  to  one  or  other  of  the  three  presbyterian  ministers,  of  whom  a 
memoir  has  been  given  in  this  work ;  namely,  Livingstone,  Blair, 
or  Ganningham.  His  call  to  the  ministry  arose  ont  of  the  following 
enrions  incident.  According  to  the  olden  costom,  *'  he  was  singing 
a  psalm  before  the  minister  came  in  that  was  to  preach ;  he  thought 


tlia  sanctuary,  that  in  remembranee  thereof  we  may  exalt  his  name  together ;  for 
my  part,  I  hare  challenges,  besides  many  others,  that  in  my  ministry  I  did  not 
80  stir  up  the  gift  that  the  Iiord  had  giren  me,  nor  to  carry  myself  like  a  spiritual,, 
grvre,  diligent,  and  fidthful  servant  of  Christ,  as  I  ought  to  hare  done,  that  in 
my  ministry  among  you,  I  was  not  more  frequent  In  visiting  families  and  dealini^ 
with  persons  In  particular,  to  bring  them  to,  and  keep  them  In  the  vvays  of  God. 
I  fear  a  great  number  of  those  who,  thou^  in  general  professors  of  Christianity,' 
yet,  so  far  as  oould  be  observed,  never  laid  religion  to  heart.  I  now,  as  I  have 
often  in  public,  with  as  great  earnestness  and  tenderness  as  I  could,  warned  these 
to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come,  so  I  would  desire  them  to  stand  still  before  they 
go  to  the  pit,  and  hear  from  a  truly  loving  friend,  a  few  words,  which  I  am 
oonfldent  iu  the  day  of  the  great  reckoning,  will  be  found  a  message  from  the 
Bring  God.  Do  you  believe  that  there  is  a  God,  or  heaven  or  hell  ?  Or  can 
you,  with  all  your  will  and  strength,  scrape  the  thoughts  of  these  out  of  your 
sleeping  consciences  ?  I  am  most  sure,  none  of  you  all  can  be  sure,  that  yoa 
are  reprobates ;  and  I  can  give  yoa  assurance,  greater  than  the  stability  of  heaven 
and  earth,  even  the  sworn  word  of  him  that  llveth  and  relgneth  for  ever,  that. 
If  you  will  betake  yourselves  to  the  only  Sayiour  of  the  world,  of  lost  sinners, 
and  forsake  your  sins»  ye  are  no  reprobates  O '.  what  advantage  have  ye  when 
je  have  gained  all  the  world,  all  the  pleasures,  all  the  riches,  and  all  the  favours 
of  it,  and  have  lost  your  precious  and  immortal  souls  ?  It  is  utterly  Impossible 
but  that  sometimes  your  heart  tells  you  there  wiU  be  bitterness  in  the  end ;  and 
though  ye  were  free  of  all  outbreaklngs,  doth  not  an  unrenewed  state,  the  neglect 
of  commanded  duties,  sabbath  breaking,  and  «iich  like  evUs,  bind  you  over  to  the 
wrath  of  him  who  is  coming  th^re  in  flamiii^  fire,  to  take  rengeance  on  them 
that  know  not  God,  and  obey  not  the  gospeL  What  shall  you  ansvrer.  If  the 
Lord  shall  say  to  some  of  you,  I  would  have  glvtn  thee  both  grace  and  glory,  it 
thou  hadst  sought  it,  thou  wouldest  not  give  one,  two,  or  three  knocks  at  my 
door ;  thou  wouldest  not  open  when  I  knocked  often  and  long  at  thy  door,  by  so' 
doing  thou  hast  subftcrHie^  thine  own  oondenmation.  O  let  me  obtain  this,  of 
all  and  every  one  of  you,  for  all  the  pains  I  haw  taken  among  you  in  pnaehing, 
for  all  my  nine  years  banishment  fnm  yaa,  fbr  all  the  praysrs  I  have  |iat  up  for- 
youy  for  all  tiie  k>ve  wfakli  His  wlu»  kaowvCli  all  thii^js^  knoweHi  that  I  btar. 
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lie  tarried  loagf  aad  he  had  an  impube  to  ipeak  somediiog  to  the 
psidm  he  wis  anging ;  and,  as  hetdd  me  hims^,  he  was  carried 
out  in  great  liooty.  These  worthies,  considering  there  wai 
speciality  in  this,'  took  some  private  trial  of  him»  and  being 
sadsfied  of  his  edifying  gift,  gave  him  license  to  exercise  the 
same  in  private  houses  and  families ;  and  having  ohtained  this 
Ubertf,  he  went  throngh  the  conntry  and  was  so  much  followed,  that 
they  filled  the  whole  house  and  sometimes  bams,  and  was  a  happy 
ittstrmnent  in  the  converting  many  aqpUm  to  God ;  he  left  Ireland 
and  came  to  Kirkcudbright,  where  he  passed  his  trials  for  the  minis- 
try. He  was  called  to  the  ministry  at  Carsphaim,  a  newly  erected 
church  and  parish ;  I  had  frequent  occasion  to  be  at  communions^ 
in  that  oountrv,  much  countenanced  of  Grod,  at  none  more  than 
Carsphaim.  He  always  employed  the  more  lively  ministers  he 
could  have  in  Dumfries  or  Galloway  presbyteries;  he  gave  the 
sacrament  twice  every  year,  and  as  he  had  the  choice  of  tfae  minis- 
ters, so  the  choice  of  peojde  in  Galloway  and  Nithsdale  ordinarily 
repaired  there,  even  20  or  SO  miles  off ;  he  was  no  scholar,  or  bred 
at  Universities,  or  Latin  schools,  but  had  as  much  of  an  apostolio 
gift  of  preaching  as  I  knew  any  of  the  ministry."* 


to  yoo,  jea,  let  ymer  own  souls,  and  the  lore  ye  luire  to  your  own  wel&rs  hers 
mad  hereafter,  obtain  it,  or  rather  let  him  wlio  for  sinners  shed  all  his  most 
predoos  blood  at  Jerusalem,  obtain  this  of  yon,  that  you  will  take  one  day,  eacti 
of  yon,  and  go  apart  either  into  scMne  quiet  room  in  an  house,  or  unto  some  part 
of  the  fields  where  you  may  be  most  qnlet,  and  having  beforehand  marked  in 
the  BiUe  such  places  as  are  fit  to  be  read  at  sudi  a  time,  as  also  haring  somewhat 
searched  your  way  toward  God,  and  his  way  toward  yon,  thers  set  youraslret 
In  his  sight,  spending  the  time  in  confession  of  sin,  and  prayer  for  pudoo  and 
grace  to  senre  him,  and^save  your  own  souls.  Now,  if  this  so  easy  and  necessary 
adrice  shall  be  rejected,  without  prescribing  time  and  places  or  measure  and  man- 
ner, I  taike  iD<rtruments  before  sun  and  moon,  and  all  the  creatures,  that  I  have 
left  this  warning  as  an  endorsed  summons  fixed  on  the  door  of  your  consciences, , 
to  be  called  and  judged  befbre  Him  who  is  ready  to  Judge  the  quick  and  the  dead 
at  his  appearance,  and  in  his  glory,  when,  besides  ^  witnessing  of  your  own 
consdenoe^  and  of  all  the  creatures^  I  alao^  as  your  lawfUi  Minister,  sent  to  bring 
about  yoor  reconciliatkm  to  God,  shall  appear  to  witness,  that  ye  got  fair  warnings 
but  did  r^ect  the  same  and  would  choose  death.  Therefore^  whUe  it  is  caDed 
to  day,  take  a  trial  of  Christ's  jroke,  do  but  put  him  to  it,  and  see  whether  or 
not  he  will  open  the  windows  of  heaven  and  rain  blessings  and  righteousness 
upon  yon;  oome  and  see,  and  taste  the  goodness  of  the  Lord,  ye  shall  be  made  to 
say,  He  is  a  rich  and  loving  Master,  once  engage  your  heart  to  him  and  ye  may 
defy  Satan  and  all  the  allurements  and  terrors  of  the  worid  to  draw  you  firom 
Him.  GHd  would  my  heart  be  before  I  go  to  the  grave,  that  some  of  you  have 
begun  a  new  courae^  and  if  ye  begin  indeed,  ye  will  not  get  it  suppressed ;  it  vHll 
be  heard.  I  shall,  as  I  can,  pray  for  it,  and  desire  others  here  to  pray  for  it; 
It  is  not  needful  to  multiply  words.  I  leave  it  with  you  as  yo  shall  answer  to 
Jeaus  Christ  when  he  shall  oome  ia  the  donds  with  power  and  great  glory. 

Yoor  aflbetiflnate  Pastor, 

JOHN  LIVINGSTONE.- 

*  The  above  eztnel  is  given  'flnom  a  MS  memoir  of  Mr.  Oabrid  SnsfH 
minister  of  Mftuifh,  who  wm  idated  to  the  snlffeot  of  diis  munolr. 
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Hew«i«bolbrMfexea4>Iii7^irdk  aiid  Mg^kr  pUtjr,  iMid  ill 
•och  Mtoem  and  rcttaratioii,  thwt  aU  ranks  of  pac^  8to«d  in  juire  of 
Urn ;  ttnd  paHacularly  the  dcrg^,  he  being  a  great  cbeok  upon  the 
lazy  and  oormpt  pait  <tf  them,  w1h>  ofteatiaw  wer^  much  afraid  ol 
him. — One  time,  coming  from  Cai^haim  to  Sanfohar,  being  Idwnl 
twelvte  mRea  dia^ee,  and  a  rery  rougb  way,  on  s  Monday  numi* 
ing  after  the  saoramrat  in  tint  phoe,  the  miaiatoni  being  sdtt  in 
bed,  got  up  in  all  haste^  to  preveni  Us  repraef ;  but  he»  peroeiring 
them  patting  on  their  elotkea^  said,  **  What  will  beoome  of  the 
she^p,  when  the  shepherds  deep  ao  long:  in  my  way  hither,  I  saw 
some  shepherds  mi  die  hiBa  looking  afler  their  floska."— Whi<^ 
conndering  his  age,  and  ewly  journey  so  many  milea  after  he  had 
preached  &e  day  before  at  heme,  had  nmdi  inflncnce  on  them,  and 
made  them  fed  ashamed. 

He  was  one  who  veiy  earefidly  attended  chnrdb  jndkatories,  fi«m 
which  he  was  sddom  absent,  and  that  from  a  principle  of  conadenoe» 
Almost  no  impediment  oonld  hinder  him  in  his  pnipose  of  being 
present  at  these ;  Ibr  one  time  going  to  the  presbytery  of  Kirkcn^ 
oHglit,  thirt^r  miles  distant  from  Gdnq»haSm,  when  abont  to  fiurd  the 
water  of  Dee,  he  was  told  ^  soma  ^Mt  stwas  impaasaUe;  yet  ho 
persisted,  saying,  '<  I  must  go  through,  if  the  Lord  will;  I  am  going 
about  his  work. — He  forthwith  entered  in,  but  the  strength  of  the 
emrfent  carried  him^and  his  horse  benesith  the  ford,  and,  he  fell  front 
his  horse ;  recovering  hims^,  however,  he  again  stood  opright  in 
the  water  and  taking  off  his  bat,  prayed  a  word  with  great  delibera- 
tion, afterwards  he  and  his  horse  ^ot  8a£elj  out,  to  the  admiration  of 
SiJl  the  spectators  there  prosent. 

He  was  also  a  qmu  inmih  given  to  seccet  prayer ;  he  ordinarily 
prpyed  in  die  kiric  h^we  sacramental  occasions,  and  ofbenttmes  set 
i^art  Friday  in  wrestling  with  the  Lord /or  his  gradons  presence 
on  co^nmunion  Sabbatha-  Ho  was  often  favoured  with  merciful  re- 
turns, to  the  gr«at  comfort  of  both  the  ministers  and  people  who  at- 
tended, and  nsjsd  to  appoint  a  week  day  thereafiber  for  thanksgiving 
to  God. 

As  he  was  faithful  and  lacborions  in  his  Master^s  service,  so  was  he 
also  most  bold  and  courageous  towards  his  fellow  men,  having  no 
respeot  of  persons,  but  sharply  reproving  all  sorts  of  ifickedness  in 
die  highest  as  well  as  in  the  lowest.  And  yet,  he  was  so  evidendy 
a  mftn  of  God,  that  the  most  wicked,  to  whom  he  was  a  terror,  had 
a  kindness  for,  and  spoke  favourably  of  him,  as  one  who  wi^ed  well 
to  their  souls ;  so  much  so,  that  on  one  occasion  some  person  ot 
quality  calling  him  a  varlet,  was  replied  to  by  anothar  whom  also  he 
had  often  reproved  for  his  wickedness,  whp  said,  he  was  sure  if  he 
was  a  variet,  he  was  on^  of  God's  varlets.  At  anodier  time,  fehen  a 
certain  gendeman,  from  whose  house  he  was  going  home,  sent  one 
of  his  servants  with  a 'horsey  broadsword,  and  pi3tol,  to  pretend  an 
attack  upon  him  in  a  desert  place  in  the  night-time,  so  as  to  frighten 
him ;  who  accordingly  surprised  him  with  holding  a  pistol  to  his 
breast,  bidding  him  render  v^  his  purse,  under  pain  of  beiag  shot, 
Mr.  Semple,  with  mndi  presenes  of  mind,  akhongh  he  knew  nothing 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


JOHN  SEMPUB.  336 

«f  the  detigfBy  answered,  **  It  seems  yoa  are  a  wicked  man,  who 
wiU  either  take  my  life  or  my  pmnn^  if  God  ^ves  you  leave.  As 
for  my  poraey  it  will  not  do  you  much  service,  though  yon  had  it; 
•ttd  for  my  Itfe,  I  am  willing  to  lay  it  down  when  vid  where  God 
jploases,  however,  if  yon  will  lay  by  your  weapotts,  I  will  wrestle  a 
£dl  with  yon  for  my  life ;  which,  if  you  be  a  man,  yoa  cannot  refuse, 
aeeing  I  hare  no  weapons  to  fight  with  you."-^In  shcut,  after  many 
threats,  thoi^^  all  in  laia,  ue  servant  discovered  the  whole  plof, 
and  adked  him,  if  he  iras  not  at  tke  first  afiraid  ?  "  Not  in  the  least," 
anawesed  he,"  ftor  althongh  you  had  killed  me,  as  I  knew  not  but  you 
ssighty  I  was  snre  to  get  the  sooner  to  heaven."    They  then  paired; 

Tbm  ohafMteristic  intrepidity  was  sometimes  displayed  in  circum- 
stanees  which,  showed  that  it  was  not  the  result  mei«ly  of  bodily  con- 
stitntion,  but  arose  tr^m  the  infineace  erf* asCeady  fiiiui  on  a  na|iuially 
eaaigctie  and  well  pinsed  mipd.  Being  one  ef  the  protesters  in  the 
year  1657,  he  was  apprribended  with  the  fiunous  Mr,  James  Guthrie, 
at  Edinburgh,  in  Avgnit  1660.  After  ten  months'  imprisonment  in  thfi 
castle,  he  was  iMroiighi  heSv  the  bloody  Conncil,  who  threatened  him. 
seveardv  with  death  a«d  banidonent.  He  answered,  however,  with  his 
wonteaboldnsst,  ^*  My  God  will  net  let  you  either  kill  or  baAish  me ; 
bat  I  win  go  home  and  die  in  peaee,  aniumy  dust  will  Ue  amoi^  th^ 
l>odies  of  my  people***  Aisooidingly  he  was  dispiifsed  i  went  home, 
and  entered  1^  pulpit,  saying,  **  I  parted  with  thee  top  easily,  but  I 
shall  hang  by  the  wicks  of  thee  noif  •"  During  the  period  which 
succeeded,  as  well  as  formerly,  his  exertions  for  the  spiritual  inx- 
provement  of  his  pei^le  were,  as  might  be  eiq^ected,  eminently  suo- 
eessfuL  l^ugb  from  the  state  of  the  times^  frequently  internq>ted 
and  annoyed  in  hk  wotk,  he  was  still  preserved  by  a  kind  providence 
from  the  maUeeof^eneinies.  He  afterwardsacoepted  the  indulgence, 
and  was  one  of  the  few  fiiithful  ministers  of  Us  time,  who  were 
allowed  to  dose  theiir  livies  by  a  natural  death.  In  this  respect, 
however,  his  words  before  the  Coum^  mar  be  hM  to  be  almost 
prcoheticaL  Thus  frur  at  least  did  the  premomtion  which  he  cherished 
of  ids  after  life  hold  true — he  was  permitted  to  lay  his  dust  among 
the  bodies  ef  ids  people,  and  to  die  as  he  BlBid  Mved,  in  the  earnest 
and  affectionate  discJuuge  of  his  clerical  funotioBs.  Towards  death, 
bis  concern  for  his  fiock,  whidi  had  ever  been  botii  sincere  and  ar- 
dent, displa^^ed  itself  in  a  manner  peculiarly  impressive. 

When  on  his  deathbed  he  sent  for  them,  and  preached  to  them 
witih  such  ferKeocy,  showing  their  miseraUe  state  by  nature,  and 
their  need  of  a  Saviour,  and  expressing  Us  sorrow  to  ipave  many  of 
them  as  gntceless  as  he  got  them,  widi  so.nradi  vehemency,  that 
many  of  them  were  constrained  to  weep  bitteriy. 

He  died  at  Carsphaim,  about  the  year  1677,  being  upwards  of 
seventy  years  of  age,  in  much  assaranee  of  heaven,  often  longing  to 
be  liiere,  rejoichup  in  the  God  of  Ids  salvation,  and  under  strong 
impressions  of  i&eiidfbl  judgments  to  come  on  these  sinfhl  lands : 
ana  when  scarce  aUe  to  speak,  he  cried  three  times  over,  <<  A  Popish 
aword  for  thee,  O  SootbndC  JE^land,  and  Ireland !" 
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ALEXANDER  SMITH.* 


Of  the  birth,  parentage,  and  early  life  of  Mr.  Smith,  bo  partiedkri 
hare  come  to  our  knowledge.  At  ^  period  of  tiie  Reitoration  ho 
was  minister  of  Colrend  in  the  presbytery  of  Dnmfries,  aad  in  166X 
by  means  of  the  act,  we  have  so  freqnenUy  ailnded  to,  he  was  widi 
many  others  of  the  faithful  presbyteriaa  dei^,  ejected  from  hit 
charge.  He  retired  to  Leith ;  where  being  in  Uie  practice  of  meew 
ing  a  few  friends  for  the  purpose  of  social  worship  in  his  own  hoos^ 
he  was  in  1664,  summoned  before  the  high  comnussion  doart  for  ke^ 
ing  conventicles.  His  treatment  before  this  tribtmal  was  not  merely 
duiracteristic  of  the  times,  bat  in  the  language  of  the  mild  but  aecn- 
rate  Wodrow,  <<  perfectly  antadiristian,  tyrannical  aad  barbaroos." 
Sharp,  the  infamous  Archbishop  of  St.  Andrew's,  having  put  some 
questions  to  him,  Mr.  Smilli,  who  knew  hif  history,  addressed  him 
by  the  simple  title  of  Sir.  On  h&ng  asked  by  the  Earl  of  Rodiee, 
if  he  knew  to  whom  he  was  speaking,  ^  Yes  ray  Lord,"  says  he,  ^  I 
speak  to  Mr.  James  Sharp,  once  a  fellow  raiiiister  with  mysc^.^f 
This  reply  constituted  a  crime  of  tiie  rery  deepest  dye,  and  without 
any  further  enquiry  into  the  original  charge  against  him,  Smith  was 
sentenced  to  be  laid  in  irons,  and  confined  in  a  cdl  meant  only  for 
thieves  and  the  most  abandoned  felons.  But  this  teeatment,  inex- 
cusably harsh  as  it  was,  was*  not  sufficient.  His  unrelenting  perse* 
cutors,  on  learning  that,  through  an  aperture  conneeted  wiUi  die 
street,  he  was  oftra  relieved  and  comforted  by  the  charity  aad  sym- 
pathy of  the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh,  he  was  removed  to  a  diffe- 
rent part  of  the  prison ;  and  thou^  seized  vrith  an  alarming  sick- 
ness which  threatened  to  prove  mortal,  they  refused  him  liberation, 
even  for  afew  days;  and  shortly  after, they  banished  him  to  the  Shet- 


*  The  tdltor  tbinks  it  right  to  mention,  diat  for  tbit  tnd  the  ^j^owlnj^  dteteh,  he 
k  chiefly  indebted  to  "  Morray't  Literuy  Hiitory  of  OaDoway  ;*'  m  work  wfaidb, 
though  confined  in  its  object,  ie  ttiU  ponened  of  merit,  and  of  interat  nUBcitfit. 
-amply  to  repay  the  penml  <Kf  the  general  reader. 

f  Thie  eeems  to  be  a  proper  enough  opportunity  for  introdoclog  a  ahort  notice  of 
Jamei  Sharp,  so  celebrated  for  hbi  cruelty,  and  the  manner  of  his  death.  He  was 
at  one  time  a  rigid  presbyterian,  and  minister  of  Crall,  in  the  prsebytery  of  Sc 
Andrew*s.  On  the  Restoration,  he  was  deputed  by  the  presbyterians  to  widt  npoa 
Charles,  to  inform  him  of  the  state  of  feeling  in  Scotland  and  to  use  Ids  endea- 
Toun  to  eflioot  the  estabUdmient  of  prasbyterianism  as  our  national  church.  The 
trust  thus  reposed  in  him,  he  ditfmeeftilly  betiayed,  by  representing  the  great  body 
of  bis  countrymen  as  favourably  inclined  to  episcopalian  principles;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  he  was  deceiving  his  brethren,  by  assuring  them  that  the  cause  wm 
prospering,  which,  at  that  very  moment,  he  was  dohig  altin  his  power  to  bhH*and 
destroy.  Ns^  was  this  alL  Hating  obtained  the  see  of  St.  Andnw*%  as  the  re- 
ward of  his  treachery,  be  ezortedall  the  power  with  which  his  eminent  sifsfifm 
invested  him,  in  persecuting  unto  death  Uiose  amiable  and  faithful  men  whom  he 
had  so  basely  desefted^and  betrayed.  And  he  has  met  with  his  reward.  His  death, 
though  we  cannot  witlihold  all  blame  from  the  immediate  authors  of  it,  was 
worthy  of  his  wicked  life,  and  his  name  wlD  ever  be  inseparably  associated  with  all 
that  is  unprincipled  and  diabolical  in  bonan  oharaoter. 
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YifiU  dpMlate  Uatid,  in  a  Tierj  iqiimblo  p^^  he  had  noUiiag  but 
bifter  for  has  brMd,  sod  Ug  fuel  to  nady  it  wm  ua-tangle  and 
utrack,  and  iyMl-no  mon  to  presonv  Ins  miwraMti  hie***  Towards 
Ae  'end  of  the  jmx  1667,  ke  was  osfdered  to  be  hrongkt  &am 
kit  eiiie  to  Leith,  ssid  presented  befiwe  tiM  OotmciL  Hanng  ao- 
cofdingly  emVarked)  we  find  lie  airnred  at  BnntiJaad  on  tbe  Mi  <tf 
inly  1668»  from  wiMiiee  he  was  taken  by  the  D^fistrates  of  Edki'- 
korgh  and  committed  to  prison*  What  was  his  oonditien  or  d^ 
pertment  while  here  on  this  oosasbn,  we  are  not  informed,  but 
m  aboot  a  fortnight  after  we  find  that  the  place  dt  his  oon&nement 
was  ehanged  to  North  RonaMihaw,  one  of  the  Qricney  i^ands. 
Whether,  or  how  long  he  sormed  th^  seotenoe,  we  have  net  been 
aUe  to  learn,  birt  at  all  erents,  we  oaoBot  ssfihnently  adndre  the 
stem  and  nnahrinking  firmness  di^ayed  by  him  amid  Us  snffenngi. 
To  be  baniriied  to  Eng^d,  or  ttie  continent^  was,  conq»aratiTeiy 
qieilriag,  a  mild  fisite.  A  man  of  talents  and  indnstry,  in  a  fiooreigB 
eonntry,  might  earn  a  comfortable  livelihood,  nay,  even  attain  to 
CHunence,  «thar  in  a  Htecary  or  theologioal  capaoty.  £iq[Nitriated 
Seotcfamea  have  done  honoor  to  their  conntry,  and  the  i^e  in  wMok 
they  fived,  by  thor  talents,  in  every  district  in  Borope.  On  the 
eontary,  the  faarfaazons  and  indement  abodes  <^  the  OAmbj  and 
Shetland idands,  ^diile  they  afforded  no  fidd  for  exertion  and.nae- 
fnlneBs,  had  the  effect  oidy  of  nnderauning  the  constitntien,  of  im* 
pairing  the  spirits,  and  of  bringing  to  aprematnrd  grave  the  greater 
nomber  of  those  who  were  transported  to  them.  •  Mr.  Smith,  by  r»* 
nonBcing,  or  dissenaUing  his  princqiles,  might  have  pnrchased  his 
Uberty ;  bnt,  like  all  the  pvesbyteriaa  devgy  of  that  poiod,  he  waa 
gaided  by  dw  sofigtstions  of  reasdn,  and  uie  dicti|tes  of  oonecienoe; 
and,  rather  than  forego  these,  he  was  prepared  oheeifUUy  to  aaorifice 
hss  Iflicaty  and  his  life. 


THOMAS  WYLIB. 

In  coBaienerating  the  worthies  of  the  sowth  of  Scotland,  who  lifted 
diefar  testimony,  or  suffoved  perseontioa  in  foronr  of  Imt  free  presby- 
terian  dmich,  tin  nsne  of  Themas  Wylie  must  not  be  passed  over 
in  silenoe.  Mr.  W]^  it  wosU  appear,  was  first  ^pomted  to  tb^ 
parish  of  Boigae^  in  the  presbytery  of  ^kcndbrkfat*  From  theaee 
he  was  tiandated  to  the  paatord  charge  of  Maad£ae,  in  Ayrshire; 
where,  having  Idboored  for  seme  tune^  be  was  recalled  to  what  wife 
most  probably  his  native  district,  and  became  minister  of  Kirkcud- 
bright, shortly  before  the  Restonition.  It  waa  in  this  situation  that, 
havings  like  his  co-presbyters,  refosed  to  acknowledge^  the  authority 
of  the  episcopal  clnirch,  he  was  visited  with  those  hardships  and 
pendties  which,  in  the  eyes  of  a  wicked  government,  such  sentiments 
Scots  Worthies,  No,  22.  Y 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


338  SCOTS  WOBTHIBS. 

deMTved.  He  early  fbreeaw  the  troiddes  (o  wUdk  he  hi<niieH>  adi 
diose  who  meintained  nnukr  piindples,  must  ere  long  be  ea^oted-i 
and  he  fUt  anxioiis  to  eekbrate  the  holy  sacrament  of  the  si^ppeB 
among  his  pec^le,  &re  he  should  be  separated  £rom  them.  B^ 
was  not,  howevecy  without  considerable  difficulty  that  he  could 
accomplkh  this.  On  the  morning  of  the  first  SaUMith  of  the 
oommuniony  (for,'  from  the  number  that  partook  of  this  sacred 
ordinance,  more  liian  one  Sabbath  was  necessary  to  celebrate  it») 
he  received  intelligence  that  all  the  members  oi  die  presbytery  t» 
which  he  belonged,  w^re  to  be  summonedi;o  Edinburgh,  for  holdiag 
presbyterian  meetings,  and  for  retaining  their  liyings,  conteary  Uk 
law ;  and  tibongh  in  three  days  afterwards,  he  learned  more  partion* 
larly,  that  >a  party  was  des^itdied  to  apprdiend  hima^  and  four 
ef  his  brethren  ;*  and' though  he  knew  net  the.  moment  they  mi|^t 
arrive,  yet  he  undauntedly  determined  to  proceed,  on  the  cubse- 
quent  Simday,  with  ^e  celebration  of  the  sacrament.  On  the 
ensuing  Monday,  he  wididrew  from  Kffkcudbright,  which  he  had 
scarody  left,  when  the  party  of  soldiers  arrived  to  apprehend  him ; 
and  for  a  consideraUe  time,  he  found  it  necessary  to  lurk  in  the 
most  remote  and  sequestered  comers  of  the  country.  At  length, 
witbout  evidence  against  him,  and  without  hearing  him  in  his  de- 
fence, the  privy  council  sentenced  him  to  ooi^nement  north  of  the 
Tay.  This  sentence,  however,  they  offered  to  rescind,  if  he  would 
consent  to  dedare  himself  against  defensive  arms,  and  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  in  the  very  words  in  whidi  they  had  aid>odied 
it--conditions  ^which  he  hesitated  not  to  reject,  as  incompatible 
with  his  principles,  and  as  subversive  of  the  safety  and  welfarD  of 
dnirdi  and  state.  Scomii^  every  compromise  of  his  sentiments 
and  duty,  he  was  prepared  to  maiiitain  what  he  reckoned  the  cause 
of  truth,  through  Hfe  and  throngh  death,  with  incorruptible  fidelity. 
It  was  towards  the  end  of  1662  that  the  sentence  in  question 
was  passed  against  him,  and  in  consequence  of  a  petition  presented 
to  the  connd^  founded  on  the  ill  health  of  his  wife,  he  was  allowed, 
in  1664,  having  given  a  new  bond  for  his  good  behaviour,  to  reside 
in  Lothian ;  on  tiie  condition,  however,  tiuit  he  would  not  come 
within  four  miles  of  the  metropolis.  He  obtained  his  liberty  in 
1669,  when,  from  policy  and  sdfishness,  the  horrors  of  persecution 
were  for  a  short  time  relaxed,  and  indulgence  to  resume  their 
sacre^  professien  was  granted  to  the  most  moderate  aad  timid  of 
^e  presbyterian  clergy.  This  indulgence  was,  from  llie  beginning, 
jtrongly  disapproved  of  by  Wylie,  whose  sentiments  on  this  sd^ 
ject,  written  in  nervous  and  manly  language,  and  laid  before 

Evemment  in  "the  form  of  a  representation  and  supplication,  have 
Bn  {M-eserved  by  Wodrow,  and  are  not  unintetesting,  as  eo^res- 
etng  tiie  opinion  <if  the  great  body  of  the  ministers  and  peo]^  on 


*  The  four  mloiiten  aUuded  to  in  the  text  were  Adam  Rae  of  Botigiie,  John 
MftcMlchan  of  Dairy,  John  WUkie  of  Twynholm,  and  Robert  Ferfinftti  or 
Bolttab 
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Wm  nio«t  important  question.  The  indnlgenee  was  not,  probably, 
in  itself,  rery  exceptionable ;  but  though  at  first  even  some  of  the 
people  were  not  decidedly  hostile  to  it,  it  was  soon  r^arded  with 
oniT^igal  alarm  and  condemnation.  The  bribes  held  out  to  those 
who  accepted  of  it,*  and  the  use  to  which,  in  promoting  the  suc- 
cess and  estad)I]shment  of  prelacy,  it  might  be  made  subservient, 
coi^led  with  the  well  known  dtiplidty  and  tergiversation  of 
Charles,  all  combined  in  exciting  against  it  the  public  odium,  and 
of  maldngthose  who  had  submitted  to  it  the  objecta  of  unmingled  cen- 
sore  and  contempt.  This  view  of  the  matter  was  by  no  means  un- 
reasonable. The  history  of  the  previous  thirty  years,  or  rather  of 
tiie  previous  century,  confirmed  the  propriety  of  it,  and  induced 
the  people  to  r^;ard,  with  the  most  scmtinmng  jealousy,  every 
enactment  and  every  measure  which  had  the  most  indirect  tendency 
to  affect  the  progress  of  tl^  presbyterian  cause. 

Mr.  WyUe,  having  afterwards  accepted  of  the  indulgence,  and  hav- 
ing rec^ved  a  call  from  ^e  people  of  that  parish,  officiated  for  a  short 
time  as  minister  of  Fenwick,  in  the  presbytery  of  Irvine.  He  died 
on  the  29th  December,  1676.  He  was  distii^^hed  by  no  incon- 
fliderable  share  of  talents  and  learning.  Many  of  his  lettera,  writ- 
ten OB  the  important  subjects  of  the  times,  may  be  found  in  Wod- 
row's  valuable  manuscript  coHeetioiis,  in  our  public  libraries.  His 
son.  Robot  Wylie,  was  at  that  time  tutor  tb  the  family  of  Cavers ; 
aad  afterwards^  as  nunister  of  Hamilton,  rose  to  considerable  dis- 
tfaictian  in  Ae  Scottish  dniroh. 


JAMES  MITCHELL. 

Thb  name  of  James  AfitcheU  has  become  chiefly  famous  from 
the  bold,  though  unsncDessful  attempt  which  he  made  on  the  life  of 
Archbishop  Shaip,  with  the  view  no  doubt  of  freeing  his  country 
from  one  whom  ha  regarded  as  the  greatest  enemy  to  its  religious 
and  political  freedom.  Independent  of  this,  however,  as  a  sufferer 
in  the  cause  of  reformation  principles  he  deserves  to  be  noticed 
among  the  Scots  Worthies. 

It  would  amear  he  was  educated  in  the  University  of  Edinbuigh, 
in  whidi,  wiui  some  other  of  his  fellow  students,  he  received  tiie 
degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  in  1656.  Mr.,  afterwards  Archbishop 
Leighton,  being  then  principal  of  that  University,  before  conferring 
the  degree,  tendered  to  them  the  national  and  solemn  league  and 
covenants.    These  covenants,  Mr.  Mitchell  received  upon  mature 


*  The  minlften  who  aooepCed  the  indnlgeiioe,  and  yet  would  not  talce  ooUation 
from  ^  bithops,  weT«  allowed  only  the  mantes  and  glebea ;  while  to  those  whe 
wonu  eonsent  to  reoo^ise  epiioopol  superiority,  an  offer  was  hsid  out  of  the 
iHiolt  tmoliimenta  of  their  respectiTO  benefloes. 
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deliberation,  finding  nothing  In  them  hpt  a  d|Oft  ooiiip«ii4  of  ftp 
moral  law,  binding  to  the  dutieg  Tfe  owe  to  God  and  to  ziuui,  i;^ 
our  several  stations,  and  taking  the  King^s  interegt  to  be  therm 
included.  Moreover,  in  proof  of  his  loy^ty,  wh^  others  werp 
taking  the  tender  to  Oliver  Cromwell,  be  subsmbed  the  oath  q^ 
allegiance  to  tlie  King ;  but  how  he  was  repaid  £or  thb  after  tb^ 
Restoration,  the  following  account  will  more  fully  discoYor. 

Having  received  a  license  to  preach  the  gospel,  he  was,  very 
soon  after  that  event,  with  the  re$t  of  his  faitfifvl  hrethran,  r^noed 
to  many  hardships  and  difficulties.  It  would  appear  he  went  into 
Galloway  about  1661,  when  IVlr.  Trail,  minister  of  Edinbuigl^ 
recommended  him  to  some  ministers  there,  "  as  »  good  youth  that 
had  not  much  to  subsist  upon,  an4  as  fit  for  a  school,  or  teachii^ 
g'entlemen  s  children/'  there  being  at  that  time  no  d^or  oi  access  to 
the  ministry  for  him,  or  any  of  his  princij^les,  while  pr^laiiy  was  on 
the  advunce  in  Scotland, 

But  whether  he  employed  himself  in  teac|4i>g9  or  if  he  preadied 
on  some  occasions^  where  he  could  have  opportunity,  we  hav^ 
no  certain  account,  only  we  find  he  joined  with  that  iaithful  hand- 
fnl  who  rose  in  1666 ;  but  was  not  at  the  engagement  at  Pentland,* 
being  s^nt  by  Captain  Amot  the  day  before,  to  Edinboigh,  upo^ 
some  necessary  business,  on  that  emeigent  occasion.  However,  h^ 
was  excepted  from  the  indemni^,  in  the  several  ^sts  that  were 
made  out  for  tliat  pm*pose.  , 

Shortly  after  the  defeat  at  Pentland,  Mr.  Mitchell  went  at»roa4 
as  a  trader  to  Flanders,  and  after  remaining  there  and  upon  the 
borders  of  Germany  for  about  three  quarters  of  a  year,  he  returned 
home  with  some  Dutchmen  of  Amsterdam,  having  a  caigo  of  dif- 
ferent sorts  of  goods  to  dispose  of. 

The  date  of  his  return  was  most  probably  about  the  beginning  of 
1668)  and  it  was  during  the  summer  of  thi^  year  he  executed  his 
attempt  against  the  life  of  the  Primate.  What  were  his  views  as 
to  tiiat  bold  and  perilous  enterprise,  we  iukve  no  means  of  knowing. 
That  it  was  altogether  his  own  act,  projected  and  performed  with- 
out advice  or  concert  with  any  other  person,  appears  to  be  evident. 
Conceiving  himself  excluded,  by  his  accession  to  the  insuigents  at 
Pentland,  from  all  mercy  or  favour  from  the  government,  and 
taking  the  Archhishop  to  be  the  mi^n  instigator  oif  die  oppres- 
sion and  bloodshed  of  his  faithful  brethren,  he  took  up  a  resolution 
immediately  to  despatch  him.  For  this  purpose,  upon  the  after< 
noon  of  the  1 1th  of  July,  he  wuted  his  coming  down  to  his  coach, 
fit  the  head  of  Blackfriais'  Wynd  in  Edinburgh ;  and  upon  this  oo- 
easion  Honeyman,  the  Bishop  of  Orkney,  waa^  with  him.  MlieB 
the  Archbishop  entered,  and  had  taken  his  seat,  Mr.  Mitchell 
stepped  to  the  nortk  side  of  the  coach,  and  discharged  a  pistol, 
loaded  with  tluree  balls,  in  at  the  door ;  but  it  so  happened,  that 


*  Mr.  Wodrow  thinks  he  was  at  Pestland ;  but  in  ^  answen  l»«fom  iSkt  Com- 
mittee, he  niys  otherwise^ 
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a&nk^mn^t^  ihkt  hurhqM  letfi]^  lis  fbot  is  tke  Inkrtof  Ae^iMMli^ 
Old  temMHag  up  liif  hand  to  tt^  m,  teceir^  ^  Aot  in  the  itnrLrt 
dfhif  hididyflo  that  the  Prinraleesoi^ed.  Mr.  HfitcheU,  ihfiVMfteri 
cvossed  the  street  with  much  oonipo8nre«  tiU  he  came  to  Niddery'i 
Wyad-bead.  Here  a  wan  ofBeved  to  stop  hbn^  b^  npoa  his  present- 
iag  a  pttol  to  liitn,  he  let  hhn  go.  He  then  went  down  tJke  wfiid^ 
ai^  np  Stereidaw'B  Clots,  -rnhm,  having  gone  into  a  honae,  h^ 
dnmged  Job  dothes,  and  then  oame  badt  to  the  street  ai  heibg  the 
^aee  where  he  wonid  be  ki»t  siBpected.  The  erf  arose,  that  a 
man  was  kOled ;  npoil  which  iome  replied,  it  was  only  a  bishop^ 
and  all  was  yery  soon  cahned.  Upon  Monday  tiie  13th,  the  Ciia^ 
Mk  issned  a  procUmadon,  offering  a  reward  of  five  thonsaod  merks 
to  any  one  irko  wonld  diioever  tfie  aetor,  and  pardon  to  Bcta^ 
•oiiee;  boi  nothing  more  at  die  time  ensned. 

ThoCommissioaefs  akid  those  <»F  tlte  prelathad  pe^tfoasion,  tifede 
^  miglity  handle  of  tfaiii  against  die  presbyterians ;  but,  td  already 
nnntione^.it  was  Ida  deed  only,  aitd  was  done  without  the  know- 
ledge or  preconeert  ef  any  other  peratfn,  as  he  himself  dedares  ^-^ 
Tea,  wiih  a*design  to  cakonniate  die  presbyterian  church  of  8cot^ 
knd,  amost  scarrilons  pamphlet  was  published  at  London,  in  1710^, 
■ot  only  reflediiig  on  our  reformen  from  popery,  publishing  arriint 
See  anent  Mr.  Hnderson,  abusing  Mr.  ththd  Dickson,  and  break* 
ing  jeste  upon  the  reraenetraat  presbytnrians,  as  it  cdlM  them,  but 
also,  in  a  most  raaiidons  and  groundlecto  kind  of  rhapsody,  slander* 
ing  the  itaithor  of  die  abeye  trmnsadion. 

How  Mr.  Mitdidl  shifted  titt  the  year  1674,  is  not  known.  He 
was  U  lengdi,  hewerer,  in  die  b^nftmii^  of  that  year,  discoyered 
by  Sir  l/HOiam  Sharp,  die  Buihop*s  brother.  Who  fordiwidi  caused 
a  oeftahi  number  of  hn  servants,  armed  tor  die  pufpose^  to  lay 
hold  ei,  apprehend,  and  comiait  him  to  prison.  On  die  lOdi  of 
February,  he  was  «camin^  liy  the  Lord  Chancellpr,  Lord  Register, 
Lord  Adyocate,  tod  Lord  Halton.  He  al  ffrst  denied  die  intended 
assiiashudon  of  the  Ardibidiop ;  but  being  taken  impart  by  the 
Chancellor,  he  conftsse^  that  it  was  he  wto  shot  die  Bishop  of 
Orkney,  while  uraing  at  the  ArdibiAop.  This  he  did  upon 
assuranee  of  his  life  being  given  by  die  Chimceller  id  these  solemn 
words : — **  Upon  my  great  oath  and  r^putadOn,  If  I  be  Chancellor, 
I  win  save  your  jifk*^  On  the  12tb  he  wa8  eiambed  before  the 
Cbuneil,  admitting  nolimlg  but  what  he  had  said  before  die  Com- 
ndttee.  He  was  then  remitted  to  the  Justice  Court  to  receire  fais 
bdietnient  Tlie  sentence  determined  on  was,  that  his  riglit  hand 
be  strode  off  at  the  cross  of  Bdinburgh  by  the  common  hangnmn, 
tod  his  goods  [forfeited.  The  lutter  part  ef  dris  sentence,  how* 
ever,  waa  not  to  be  executed  till  his  majesty  got  notioe. 

Aeeardingly,  on  Hm  2d  of  March,  he  was  brought  before  tike 
liords  of  Juftdckry,  and  indicted  for  being  concerned  with  the  fh- 
Attgenti  at  Pendand,  and  for  the  attempt  on  die  Archbishop  of  St. 
Andrews.  Bui,  bei^g  advi^  not  to  r«ly  en  the  promise  isf  Hfe 
whieh  had  been  made  to  him,  and  knowing  thai  the  dleg«d  crimes 
oeuld  not  be  proved^  he  pleaded,  Not  guHty ;  and  msisted  ibtd  (be 
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cage  aboold  go  to  a  trial  Hie  Lords  poetponed  tin  aAdr  tffl  tBe 
2dtlb  Meanwhile,  die  Council  issued  an  act,  Mardi  ISth,  spedfy- 
ing,  tbat  Mr.  James  Mitchell  hariag  confessed  his  firing  the  pistsl 
at  Uie  ArchUshop  of  St.  Andrews,  upon  assurance  given  hun  m 
life  by  one  of  the  Oomndttee,  but  now  refusing  to  adhere-  to  hb 
confession,  the  promises  made  to  him  were  null  and  void;  and  that 
the  Lords  oi  Justiciary  and  jury  ought  to  proceed  against  him, 
without  any  regard  to  these.  On  the  26th  therefore,  he  was 
brought  before  the  Justiciary ;  but,  as  there  was  no  proof  aganisl 
him,  the  Advocate,  with  consent  of  the  oouit,  deserted  the  diet ; 
and  he  was  again  remailded  to  prison. . 

Thus  he  continued  until  January  6ih,  1676,  that  he  was  ordered 
to  be  examined  before  the  Council  by  torture,  oonceming  his  being 
in  the  rebellion,  as  they  termed  ity  in  the  year  1666.  Accordingly^ 
he  was  brought  befbre  them  upon  the  18th,  about  six  o'dodc  at 
night.  .  Linlithgow  b^ng  preses,  told  him,  he  wte  brought  before 
them  to  see  wbether  Ira  would  adhere  to  his  former  confession. 
He  answered,  <<  My  Lord,  it  b  not  unknown  to  your  Lordriiip,  and 
others  here  present,  that,  by  the  Council's  order,  I  was  remitted  to 
the  Lords  of  Justiciary,  before  whom  I  reeehred  an  indictment  at 
my  Lord  Advocate's  instance,  to  which  indictment  I  answered  at 
three  several  diets ;  and  the  last  diet  bring  deserted  by  my  Lord 
Advocate,  I  humbly  conceive,  that,  botii  by  the  law  of  the  nation, 
and  the  practice  of  this  Court,  I  ought  to  have  been  set  at  liberty ; 
yet  notwithstanding,  I  was,  contrary  to  law,  equity,  and  justice, 
returned  to  prison ;  and  upon  what  account  I  am  this  night  before 
you,  I  know  not**  The  preses  told  him,  he  was  not  accused  before 
them,  but  only  called  to  see  if  he  would  own  his  former  confession. 
He  replied,  that  <<  He  knew  no  crime  he  was  guilty  o(  and  there- 
fore made  no  such  confession  as  was  aHeged."  Upcm  tUs,  the 
treasurer-depute  said,  that  he  was  one  of  ^e  most  arrogant  liars 
and  rogues  he  had  Imown.  Mr.  Mitchell  replied,  "  My  Lord,  if 
there  were  fewer  of  these  persons  you  have  been  speaking  of,  in 
the  nation,  I  diould  not  be  standing  M»  night  at  the  bar ;  but  my 
Lord  Advocate  knoweth,  ^at  what  is  alle|^  against  me  is  not  my 
confession.*'  The  preses  said,  <<  Sir,  we  yinSl  cause  a  sharper  thing 
make  you  confess."  He  answered,  "My  Lord,  I  hope  you  are 
Christians  and  not  Pagans."    Then  he  was  returned  to  prison. 

On  the  22d,  he  was  again  called  before  them,  to  see  if  he  would 
own  his  former  confession,  and  a  paper  produced,  alleged  to  be  sub- 
scribed by  him.  He  answered,  "  My  Lord,  I  adknowledge  no  sndi 
thing."  The  preses  said,  **  You  see  what  is  upon  the  table  (meanin 
the  boots,)  1  will  see  if  that  will  make  you  do  it."  Mr.  Nfitch^U 
answered,  <<  My  Lord,  I  confess,  that  by  torture  you  may  cause  me 
to  blaspheme  God,  as  Saul  did  compel  the  saints :  yon  may  compel 
me  to  speak  amiss  of  your  Lordships ;  to  call  mysrif  a  thie^  a  mur- 
derer, and  what  not,  und  then  pannel  me  upon  it;  but  if  you  shaU 
here  put  me  to  it,  I  protest  b^ore  God  and  your  Lordships,  thaS 
nothing  extorted  from  me  by  tortiure  shall  be  made  use  of  againiS 
me  in  judgment^  nor  have  any  force  in  law  agfunst  me,  or  any 
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•dMTipianmr  Butte  be  phdnwiyi  yoo,  my  Lords,  I  am  so  mndk 
of  a.  Chrhdaiiy  thai  whatlevar  your  Lordihips  shall  l^^aHy  prove 
against  me,  if  it  be  trath,  I  shall  not  deny  it  ^--but^  on  the  contrary, 
I  am  so  much  of  a  man»  and  a  Scotsinany  that  I  never  held  mysdf 
obliged,  by  the  law  of  (Sod,  natore,  or  nations,  te  be  ray  own  ac« 
coser.**  The  ti^easnier-depnte  said,  *^  he  has  the  devil's  logic,  and 
aophisticates  like  him ;  uJk  him,  whether  that  be  his  subscription  ?** 
Mr.  Mitchell  replied,  <'  I  acknowledge  no  sooh  thing ;"  and  he  was 
sent  bade  to  priscm. 

Upon  the  24th,  thev  assembled  in  their  robes  in  the  inner  parila* 
ment  house,  and  the  boots  and  executioner  were  presented^  Mr: 
MitcbeH  was  egnin  interrogated  as  above ;  bat  stUl  persisting,  k^ 
was  ordered  to  the  torture  i  and  knowing  that,  after  the  manner 
of  the  Spanish  inqijisitioni  the  more  he  confiBSsed,  either  concerning 
hiuMelf  or  others^  die  more  severe  the  torture  would  be,  to  make 
him  eopSemk  the  more,  he  ddivered  himsdf  in  this  manner : — <<  My 
Lord,  I  have  been  now  these  two  fiill  years  in  prison,  and  more 
than  one  of  them  in  bolts  and  fetters,  iHiieh  hatii  becoi  more  in-^ 
tolerable  to  me  than  many  deaths,  if.  I  had  been  capable  thereof; 
and  it  is  well  known,  that  some,  in  a  shorter  time,  have  been 
tempted  to  make  away  with  themselves ;  but  req>ect  and'  obedience 
to  the  egress  law  and  command  of  God,  hi^  niade  me  to  undeigo 
all  these  hardships,  and  I  hope,  this  torture,  with  patience  also ;  vis. 
that  for  the  preservation  of  my  own  life,  and  the  Hie  of  ethers,  as 
6r  as  lies  in  my  power ;  and  to  keeo  innocent  blood  off  your.  Lord- 
ships' peisons  imd  fiunilies,  which,  by  the  shedding  of  mine,-  you 
would  doubtless,  bring  upoo^  yourselves-  and  posterityv  mid  wrath 
from  the  Lord  to  the  consuming  thereof,  till-  there  should  be  na 
escaping;  and  no^  again  I  protest,  as  above,  that  nothing  extorted 
from  me  by  torture^  be  used  against  me.'  When  you  jdease,  call 
for  the  man  appointed  fiur  the  worid"  The  executioner  being 
called,  he  was  tied  in  a  two  aimed  chair,  and  the  boot  brought; 
the  executioner  asked  whicli  of  the  legs  he  shoidd  take ;  the  Lords 
bade  him  tabe  any  of  them ;  the  executioner  laying  the  left  in  tiie' 
boo^  Mr.  Mitchell  lifting  it  out  agmn,  said,  «  Sinc^  the  judges' 
have  net  determined,  take  the  best  of  the  two,  for  I  freely  bestow 
it  in  the  cause  i*  and  so  hid  his  rig^  1^  into  the  engine.*  After 
which,  the  Advocate  asked  leave  to  speak  a  word  or  two ;  but,  not- 
withstending,  insisted  at  great  length.  To  which  Mr.  MitcheB 
answered,  ''the  Advocate's  word  or  two  hath  multiplied  to  so 
many,  tiiat  my  memory  cannot  serve,  in  the  condition  I  am  in, 
(the  torture  being  bc^^un,)  to  resume  lihem  in  particular;  but  I 
shall  essay  to  answer  the  scope  of  his  discourse.  Whereas  he 
hath  been  speaking  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  magistrate,  I  shall  go- 


*  The  ■fitwuatoftliii  mJnute  iiioUnt  iDay  mrf  to  Ulostnta  to  the  reader 
the  natim  of  the  instrument  referred  to.  It  eeems  to  have  coaeieted  of  fobr 
piecea  of  wood*  Tery  firmly  fastened  tofether,  eo  as  to  form  a  kind  of  box,  Apahle 
of  admittlta^  the  le^k  Into  tiiia  wwe  inserted  moreaUe  stavw,  between  ^vhkfa  and' 
the  boK,  a  wedge  was  driven  so  as  to  sqoecM  or  mmpiesi  the  leg  to  afanoet  anf-* 
d^rsc^  aooordinf  to  the  number  of  itrohsa  giTen  to  it— See  Wodiow.. 
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i9mi9wlia^#brAeitfthablielMikANi0»aoid  own  duK  die  gu^^itnite 
wkem  Qod  kadi  ippokfced  ii  Cknl's  4ep«(e  $  tetk  tke  t^mie  and 
Ibe  judgment  areiJ^  Lord's,  when  he  jadgedi  ^r  Go4  a»d  aeoord- 
ii^  te  hie  l«w ;  and  e  pan  of  ins  office  it  te  ddifrer  tbe  poor  op- 
jN^sped  onl  <rf  the  head  ef -  the  qipresaovy  aad  ahed  no  iimooent 
Uoodt*  And  whereaa  die  Advecate  has  be«»  yntkigr  at  die  m- 
ftdne^a  of  lyings  on  anj  acoeimt;  it  ia  anawerod,  that  not  only  lyihgV 
httir  abo  a  peraicioiia  ipeekiB^  of  the  Iradi  k  a  itn  helbre  ^e  Lord, 
when  it  tendeth  to  the  shedding  of  innocent  hlood.f  Btat  what  my 
Lord  Ad¥ocMe  hai  feij^od  agluat  me  is  fidae;  so  that  I  am  stand- 
ing on  my  fesmor  groaad ;  tis.  die  pnowsfation  of  mf  own  1^ 
aid  the  Ufo  of  odien»  as;  ftr  aa  lies  in  my  power:  the  wfeici^  I  am 
eiyressly  commanded  by  the  Lord  of  hostfc'" 

The  derk's  servant  beinf^  now  called^  pvoeeeded  to  intern^nto 
him  nnder  die  torture^  in  upwards  of  thirty  qaaatiens,  whi<^  were 
all  itt'  wvid^ ;  of  dieae  the  foUowing  are  the  most  important  * 

Q.  Are  yon  that  Mr.  Jamea  Mitdieli  wha  ^be  ewsepled,  oM  ot 
die  King's  graoe  and  fiiTonr  ?  A.  I  neyer  eommitlad  any  crime 
deservii^  to  be  e^^dnded.  $.  Were  yon  at  the  balde  <»  Pent» 
Iimd  ?  A*  No.  Q.  Were  yon  at  Ayr  ?  and  did  yoa  jein  widi  tibe 
rebels  there  ?  A»l  nerer  joined  with  any  snoh*  <^  Where  wae 
you  at  the  time  <^  die  eagaj^ement  at  Pendand  ?  ii.  In  EMKaborgh. 
Q.  When  did  yon  know  of  their  rising  in  anas?  A.  When  t^ 
jpest  <tf  die  <»ty  knew  of  it  Q.  When  was  daist?  A.  It^en  die 
messenger  esme  £rom  Dwafries^  and  Dalaiel  widi  hiafbreeeaiarehed 
out  at  d^  West  Port  Q.  Where  did  you  meet  iridi  Jamei  Wal- 
lace ?t  A.I  knew  him  not  at  that  time.  Qk  Did  yea  ge  eirt  of 
town  with  Captain  Amot  ?    A.  No. 

The  questions  being  oyer»  die  ezeoadoaer  to«k  down  his  leg 
from  a  chest  on  which  it  was  lyii^  all  the  time  in  die  boet^  and  set 
hodi  on  the  ground;  and  thrmtiBg  in  die  shafts  to  drive  die 
wedgesy  began  big  strokes,  at  every  one  of  wiiich^  M»,  Mitdi^ 
being  asked  if  he  had  any  mere  to  say,  answered,  Noi  Thni  he 
eontinned  tiU  nine  etrdkea  were  given  upon  die  head  of  the 
wedges ;  at  the  ninth  he  ftiinted  dirough  the  extremity  of  pidh ; 
iipon  which  the  execodoaer  cried,  "  Alas  I  my  Lords>  he  Is  g»iie, 
he  ia  gone  I"  They  dien  ato^MNl  the  toitmn:;  and,  rismg  from  their 
aeats,  went  awi^ ;  aad  in  a  litde  time,  when  recovered,  he  was 
canned  in  the  same  ehair  to  ike  tolbootkS 

At  the  beginning  of  the  torture,  he  said,  ^  Mj  Lor^  net  know- 
ing that  I  shall  escape  this  torture  with  my  lifb,  dim«fin*e  I  fteaeech 
you  to  remember  TiAiat  Solomon  aaith,  Be  tffk^  $kBweth  ns  mercy, 
shtM  hamejmdgmmt  vfi^oujt  mereg,  Ste.  And  now,  my  Lordi,  I  do 
freely  from  my  heart  fMgive  yen*  whe  aie  sittSag  juid^  upon  die 

•  Jat.xziL3.&o.  tPkri.l&   ^     9  Stai.  xxfi.  9. 

I  TUb  was  oalond  WaUaoe,  who  ttommanded  tin  itistirgent  troops  at  Pendand. 

§  Ont  would,  tibiak  it  wftveety  poaslMe  that  Mioh  flagrant  inhumanity  should 
liaTt  hoea  toterated  far  a  liagia  dayy  ftor  1«m  that  any  indliridua!  should  he  found, 
fWfarially  In  onr  awo  ihnm,  to  «Bcal|Nrte^  delSaid,  or  even  think  of  it  with  any 
liMlingt  hat  thMa  «f  indifiiation  and  homvi 
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beiidi^«iAtieiMD,%fe  m  MMimldl  to  ke  abbit  «yi  hMAle 

KBeofwodi,aiidalflo^iiM  inu>  aro  Badatiny  iheir  eyet  m  be« 
^&ag  tW nine;  and  I  aitveit  iibai  God  nuMr  ntrer  Isjr  it  to  tlM 
Amrge  of  any  of  700,  as  I  heg  God  OHiy  be  pleased  for  GhHsft'a 
flake,  to  blot  ei^  ay  sms  aod  iniyiitwSj  a&d  never  to  lay  tiianr  to 
■ay  I  baign  hare  or  hereafter.'*  ^ 

U  k  trae,  indeed,  that  Mr.  llhehell  made  a  oonrfeasioa,  apon 
tbe  promise  of  his  life;  bat  dw  Committae.of  managers  hadng  ra» 
▼oked  llmr  promise^  because  be  wonld  not  adhere  to  this  confess 
eion  before  die  Justiciary,  beiag  adfised  not  to  be  his  own  aoonser , 
<<  the  reader  anKt  detmniae,''  as  Mr.  Croohshai^  obaerres^  **  howt 
&r  he  was  to  blame  new,  m  not  owning  his  eoafassion  jndisiaHy,  as 
tiiey  had  jndisially  rerohed  the  Condition  naea  which  dbe  oonfeasieQ 
was  made*  To  imt  a  man  to  torture  for  finding  oat  thia§B  for  which 
Ihey  had  net  the  least  proo^  sesBH  to  be  m^resedeoted  ami  cruel;  and 
•to  brbig  him  to  a  Anther  trial,  appears  to  be  unjask''  And,asano^er 
aathor^  has  ebsenred,  **  adien  a  oenfoanon  or  promiae  is  made -iqwa 
a  ocmditioB,  and  that  oenditMi  is  judguaally  reasindcMl,  the  obligadoa 
of  the  promise  er  confession^  is.  taken  away,  and  both  parties  are  in 
statu  gtMkf  Moreorer,  when  an  open  enwny  perrerts  and  over* 
tarns  the  very  nature  sod  matter  ef  a  dJecomrse  or  confossioni  by 
learing  out  the  moat  material  truths,  and  putting  untruihs  in  their 
loeoiy  it  no  lonm-  ia  the  foimer  diaeonrse  or  confossion.  And 
when  a  perseii  is  brought  be£n«  a  limited  judicatory,  having  {xyirev 
to  judge  and  determine  anent  what  is  ccmfessed  to  diem,  winch  yet, 
iadiag  the  extent  of  its  pewv  not  great  enough  to  satisfy  it^ 
malice,  dodi  nvest  what  has  been  spoken,  to  make  up  a  gvenad  of 
jad^ent  before  aaodier  judicatory,  before  whom  nothing  was  erer 
eoofoesed  or  prerea,.  the  person  may  justly  staad  to  1^  defence, 
and  put  Ids  enenuea  to  bra^  in  proof  against  him.'* 

Afeer  this,  Mr.  Mitohell  ooatinaed  in  prison  till  the  begimung  of 
next  year,  ^Hnm,  with  Mr.  Fraaer  of  Bne,  be  was  sent  to  the  Baas* 
Here  he  remained  tiH  about  the  Gth  of  December,  when  he  wm 
I  brou^t  to  Edinburgh,  in  order  te  his  tnal,  which  came  on 
the  7th  ef  January,  1678.  On  the  8d  ef  diat  month.  Sir 
I  Lo<^hart  and  Mr.  John  Ellis  won  appointed  as  lus  coun 
sel,  and  wonld  haye  succeeded  in  bringing  him  ofl^  but  Sharp  would 
hare  hiaHfoi  and  Laaderdde  gare  way  to  it.  Qkt  Archibald  Prim- 
roee,  being  lately  turned  out  Si  the  Register'a  pfawe,  supplied  them 
with  a  copy  of  Ihe  €oundi's  act  anent  Mr.  Mitchell;  and  a  day  o« 
two  before  the  tnal,  wena  to  Laaderdale,  who,  together  with  Lord 
Bothea,  Lord  Helton,  and  fiharp»  waa  summoaed.  He  then  told 
Lauderdale^  that  he  tbought  a  pveause  of  lifo  had  been  gi^en ;  the 
latter  denied  it;  the  former  Urufead  that  that  act  of  Council  m%ht 
be  examined;  Lauderdale  said  he  would  not  gire  himself  tibe 
trouble  to  look  it  out. 


*  The  wtdtar  of  the  narration  of  hU  torture ;  which  it  imerted  at  lai^^e  iu 
H^itali 

tJodL  11.14. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


346  SCOTS  lieOBTHI£& 

WhBai^ttmlcuoeimfA^fnQ£wmMAfTmibBiim  Us  con 
fesncm,  of  FehroBry  16th,  1674;  and  wamof  mad  Umg  w0n  die 
reaaoniiigi  on  the  pointi  of  the  mdicliBtnfc  Sr  Geoige  InwrkhMt  «v 
goed  in  behalf  of  die  prisoner  with  great  learning,  and  te  the  ad- 
miration €i  the  andience,  thai  no  esctn^ndieial  oonfiBsaion  oeold  be 
allowed  as  evidence,  and  thai  his  confession  was  ei^artei  ficom  Jam 
by  proBHses  e£  life.  The  debates  were  so  tedions  that  the  Court 
adjonnied  to  the  9th  of  Jannary;  they  are  too.tedions  to  be  in- 
sertedhere.  The  reader  will  find  diem  at  laiye  in  Wodrow^e  histcMry. 

Haviag  met  on  the  day  appointed,  the  trial  was  proceeded  with, 
and  die  witnesses  examined.  Lord  Rothes  being  shewn  Mr.  AGt« 
chell's  confession,  swore  that  he  was  present,  saw  him  subscribe  the 
piqper,  and  heard  him  make  the  confession  it  cmitained,  fant  that  he 
did  not  giro  any  assurance  to  the  piisenev  lor  his  life ;  nor  did  lie 
remembor  that  there  was  any  wamnik  giyen  him  by  the  Council  to 
thateffeet.  I&hon  and  Lauderdale  dqioned  much  te  die  same  pui^« 
pose;  but  the  Ardibishap  swore,  that  he  had  recognised  Jiim  at  firnt 
sight  to  be  the  person  who  shot  at  him,  and  was  pnesent  at  hie 
confession  befere  die  Council ;  but  that  he  either  gare  him  assu- 
rance of  his  life,  or  a  warrant  to  any  to  give  it,  ifas  a  felse  and 
malicious  calmnny.  And  further,  in  contz^^cdon  to  the  deolam- 
tion  of  Nichol  SommerriUe,  Mr.  Mitchell's  brother-m-kw,  who  de- 
poned that  the  Archbishop  promised  to  secure  his  life,  if  he  wwaUd 
furevail  with  him  to  confess,  the  Archbishq>  denied  that  he  gave 
any  such  promise,  and  called  it  a  villanous  lie.  Sereral  other  de- 
posidons  were  taken ;  snch  as  Sir  William  Peterson,  Mr.  Jeha 
Vanse,  and  the  bishop  of  Galloway,  who  all  swore  in  Sharp's  fe^ 
Tour,  it  bang  dangerous  fer  them,  at  this  juncture^  to  do  otherwise 

The  witnesses  being  examined,  the  Advocate  decfaured  he  had 
closed  the  probadon;  whereiqion  Mr.  Mitchell  produced  a  copy  of  on 
act  issued  by  the  Council  against  him,  on  March  12th,  1674,  in  which 
the  promise  in  q^iesdon  b  distincdy  recognised,  and  prayed  that  the 
register  might  be  produced,  or  the  derk  obliged  to  give  retracts; 
but  this  they  refused  to  do,  on  the  ground  of  informaii^.  ^  Lodc^ 
hart,"  says  Burnet,  <<  pleaded  for  this,  but  Tiaiiderdale,  who  waa 
only  a  witness,  and  had  no  right  to  speak,  refoaed ;  and  so  it  wae 
neglected." 

The  assise,  fordiwith,  was  Midosed,  and  cxdeted  to.  rc^am  their 
verdict  on  the  monrow  afternoon.  This  accordingly  being  dene, 
the  sentence  was  pronounced,  ^*  That  the  said.Mr.  «tanes  MitoheU  be 
taken  to  die  Gnissmarket  of  Edanbuigh,  iqpen  Friday  the  18th  of 
January  instant,  betwixt  two  and  feur  o'ckkdc  in  the  afternoon, 
there  to  be  hanged  on  a  gibbet  till  dead,  and  all  his  moveaUes,  goods, 
and  gear  to  be  escheat,  and  in-brought  fer  his  M^esty*s  use.*'  No 
sooner  did  die  Court  break  up,  ^an  the  Lords,  being  iqi  stairs, 
found  the  act  recorded,  and  signed  by  Lord  Rothes,  the  president 
of  the  CoundL— <<  This  action,''  says  the  last  cited  historian,  ''  and 
all  concerned  in  it,  were  looked  on  by  the  people  with  horror ;  and 
it  was  such  a  complication  of  treachery,  perjury,  and  cruelty,  as  die 
like  had  not  perhi^s  been  known." 
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Two  days  aAor  tlie  aenteiiioe,  orders  cbsm  fiom  Cmut^tt)  place 
Mr.  Ifitchdl's  hoAd  and  hands  on  amne  pdUic  place  in  the  city ; 
hot  the  aentenee  heing  paaeed^  no  alteoalion  codld  he  made ;  and  if 
Sharp  had  any  hand  in  this,  he  nuaaed  hu  um.  Abont  the  aame 
time  his  wife  petittoned  tiie  Gonnoil,  tiiat  her  hosband  might  bt 
Veprieyed  fot  a  few  days,  so  thajfc  she  might  have  it  in  her>  power  to 
Tisit  and  takeher  last  fiurewdi  of  him,  it  heing  only  twelve  days 
Binoe  she  was  d^vered  of  %.  child,  and  she  being  at  the  present 
affected  with  fever.  .  But  to  this  petition  wUdb  n^g^t  have  m^ted 
a  heart  of  stone,  and  which  is  still  preserved,  noattentimi  was  paid, 
llie  sentence,  it  seems,  must  be  executed  and  that  without  d^y. 
The  man  who  had  been  illegaUy  detained  for  four  long  years  in 
prison,  could  not  be  allowed  to  live  four  day9  mores  and  to  have 
granted  the  prayer  of  his  disconsobvbe  wife,  was,  it  appears,  too 
mudi  for  the  wisdom  as  well  as  the  humanity  of  his  pertecuiorg. 

While  in  prison,  he  emitted  a  meat  ample  testimony  whidi  also  is 
to  be  found  in  Naphtali.  In  the  first  place,  he  testified  against  afl 
profonity.  Then  he  gives  as  the  cause  of  Us  suffering,  tfaH?  words 
of  Elijah,  1  Kings  xix.  14  /  haioe  been  very  geakmfinr  tke  Lard  of 
kotts.  He  next  eiqiresses  adhaience  to  the  oovenaatedi  work  oip 
reformation,  approves  of  Lex  Bex,  the  Camses  cf  Chds  WrtUhy  the 
Apdogetical  Rda^n,  &c  Afterwards  he  speaks  of  magistracy  in 
these  words :  '<  I  believe  magistracy  to  be  an  ordinance  and  iq>point- 
m«!it  of  God,  as  well  under  the  New  Testament  as  it  was  under  the 
Old;  and  that  whosoever  resisteth  the  lawM  magistrate  in  the 
exercise  of  his  lawftd  power,  resisteth  the  ordinance  and  appoint- 
ment of  God.*  The  lawfbi  magistrate  must  be  a  man  qualified 
according  to  Qto^%  appointment,  and  not  according  to  the  people's 
lust  and  pleasure,  lest  in  the  end  he  should  prove  to  them  a  priest 
of  Sodom,  and  governor  of  Gromorrah,  whom  God  in  his  righteous- 
ness, diould  i^point  fbr  their  judgment,  and  establish  for  their  cor- 
rection." HeUioi  comes  to  bio  mOst  explicit  in  testifying  against 
the  givers  and  receivers  of  the  indulgence,  as  an  encrcmohment  on 
Christ's  crown  and  prerogntive :  protests  before  God,  ai^ls,  and 
men,  against  all  acts  made  any  wise  dmx>g«tive  to  the  work  of  God 
and  reformation :  also  against  all  banishments,  fines,  and  imprison- 
ments, that  the  people  of  (xod.had  been  put  to  during  past  years, 
descrilnng  the  wofid  state  and  condition  of  maHgnants,  and  all  the 
enemies  of  Jesus.  And  in  the  last  fdace,  he  speaks  very  forvenUy 
anent  his  own  sufferings  and  state  in  liiese  words :  '^  Now,  if  ^ 
Lord,  in  his  wise  and  over-ruling  providence,  bring  me  to  the  dose 
of  my  pilgrimage,  to  the  foil  enjoyment  of  ^y  long  looked  for  and 
desired  h^^iness,  let  him  take  his  own  way  and  time  in  bringing 
me  to  it.  And  in  the  mean  time,  O  thou  my  soul  I  sing  thou  tliM^ 
*ong.  Spring  thou  up,  O  well  of  my  h^iness  and  salvation,  of  my 
etenial  hope  and  consolati<m :  and  whili^  thou  art  burdened  with 
this  dog  c^  the  day  tabemade,  dig  thou  deep  in  it  by  foith,  hope, 
and  charity,  and  with  all  the  instruments  that  God  hath  given  thee; 

•  Rom.  ziH.  1,  &c  1  Pet.  iL  la  Deat  xrlL  16,  lEc 
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^  in  Hr  b)r  pf'^eepte  and  promfaei ;  dig  aireftdiy,  snd^ir  Mitiftdal- 
ly,  aye  and  imtal  thou  caam  to  tiie  soitfoe  and  head  of  the  fbtintahi 
luniaelfy  from  whenoa  the  "wwfbtt  of  life  flowcidi :  Di^  itfitii  iSbott  come 
to  the  anemfaly  of  iJtt  fint-born,  wlmre  diia  Mng  is  noM  suitably 
sung  to  tlie  praite  and  gldry  of  llie  ridi  grace  and  mercy  of  Ihe 
Fountain  of  fife/'  &i%  AndButlier,  irhen  speikifig  of  his  mortifica^ 
tion  to  tlie  world,  and  other  experiences,  ne  ssyS)  <<  Although,  O 
Lord,  thou  sbouldst  send  me  in  the  back  tract  and  tendr  of  my  life, 
to  seek  my  souTs  eomfbrt  and  enooumgement  from  them,  yet  I 
hare  no  caoso  to  complain  of  hard  deanng  from  thy  hand,  seeing 
it  IS  thy  oidinary  way  with  some  of  thy  peop^ :  O  Gody  my 
mnd  ii  eatt  down  in  me,  from  the  hmd  of  Jordan  and  the  hiO  tf 
Bermony  S^c*  Yea,  though  last,  he  brought  m^  to  the  ban^ietmg* 
house,  and  made  lore  his  hmner  over  me,  amchr^  th^  cold  HiffUand 
hills  beside  Kippen,  Norember  1673.  He  reidend>^ied  his  former 
loving  Idndness  to  me;  but  withal  he  spoke  iil  mine  ear;  that 
liiere  was  a  tempestuous  storm  to  meet  me  in  the  huse,  wMch 
I  bdioved  to  go-  Arough  4n  the  strcngdi  of  that  proTision.''f 
nen,  after  the  reciting  ai  serend  scriptures,  as  cotofbrtin^  to  hint 
in  his  sufierings,  he  comes  at  fant  to  oondude  wMi  these  words  r 
^  And  seeing  I  hare  not  preferred  nor  souglA  After  mine  own 
thii^  but  thy  honour  and  glory,  the  good,  tibert)",  tsnd  safety  of  thy 
ehurch  and  people ;  although  it  be  now  misconstmcted  by  many,  yet 
I  hope  that  thou,  O  Lord,  wilt  make  thy  light  to  break  ferth  as  the 
morning,  and  tliy  righteousness  as  the  noonday,  and  that  shame  and 
darkness  shall  cover  dl  tdio  are  enemies  to  thr  righteous  caose ; 
for  thou,  O  Lord,  art  the  riiield  of  my  head,  and  sword  of  my  ex- 
edlency ;  and  mine  euOTaite  shall  be  feund  Ikrs,  nad  shall  be  sob- 
dued.    Amen»  yea  and  Amen.^— ^^^STt^  BtAscribihirJ 

"  JamSS  MlTCHKLt.** 

I^on  the  IMi  of  January,  ^  day  appointed,  he  was  taken  to 
the  Grassmarket  of  Edinburgh,  and  tibe  sentence  put  in  execution. 
In  the  morning  he  delivered  some  copies  of  wlmt  he  intended  to 
say,  if  permitted,  at  his  deadi,  which,  not  Imving  liberty  to  defiver  li 
to  the  people,  he  threw  over  the  scaffold.  The  substance  of  it  was 
as  fellows: 

'<  Chrittian  PeopUy 

**  h  being  rumoured  abroad,  immediMely  after  I  received  my 
sentence,  that  I  would  not  have  liberty  to  speak  in  this  place,  1  have 
not  troubled  myself  to  prepare  any  ferroal  discourse,  on  account  or 
the  pretended  crime  fer  whidi  I  am  accused  and  sentenced ;  neither 
did  I  think  it  very  necessary,  the  feme  of  the  process  havhig  gone 
so  much  abroad,  that  by  a  fermer  indictment  given  me  nearly  four 
years  ago,  the  diet  of  which  was  soffsred  to  desert,  in  respect  the 
me  Advocate  codd  not  fiftd  a  just  Way  to  reach  tfie  with  the  extra- 
judidal  confession  tfaev  opponeid  to  me ;  all  knew  he  was  z^ons  in 
i^  yst  my  charity  to  hkn  is  such,  that  he  would  not  sufier  that  un- 
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4ie  laiid  bey«w4  tjiev  doe  limitq^  in  prqjudioe  of  loe  life  of  %  natiTe 

oibj^  \  first  liy  aa  evtvenie  inqniry  of  toitnr^  and  then  by  exUipg^ 

xs»Uk^  ?<W|8$  and  (hoQ,  after  all,  by  giving  nw  a  new  indictment 

%t  t)ie  ip^W^ije  of  the  new  Adyoeate^  ^o  before  was  one  of  mine, 

-when  \  rQcdved  tbe  first  indictment  ( to  wbich  new  indictment,  and 

debate  in  tbe  procesis  I  rder  you;  and  partknlaiiy  to  these  two 

defence  of  an  extra-judicial  cooifegaion,  and  the  promise  of  life 

^▼en  to  me  by  the  Chancellor,  upon  his  own  and  the  pid>]ic  filitli  c^ 

the  Idngdonii  npon  the  verity  whereof  I  am  content  to  die ;  i^&d 

ready  to  lay  down  my  life ;  aiui  hope  your  charity  to  me  a  dying 

man,  will  m  aodi  as  not  to  mistrast  me  therein ;  eapeciaUy  since  it 

18  so  notoriously  adminiculate  by  act  of  secret  Council,  and  yeft 

denied  i^n  oath  by  the  principal  officers  of  state  present  in  Council 

at  th^  making  of  said  ae^  and  whom  the  act  bears  to  have  been 

present ;  Uv^  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  being  then  his  Majesty's  Coni* 

missioner,  was  likewise  present  ;-*and  which  act  of  Council  was,  by 

the  Lords  of  Justiciary,  most  unjustly  repelled,  &e.    This  mudi  few 

%  sl^ort  account  of  t^e  affiur  for  which  I  am  unju^y  brought  to  this 

place :  but  I  acknowledge  my  private  and  particidar  sins  have  been 

such  ^  defi^rved  a  worse  death  to  me ;  but  I  )iope  in  the  merita  of 

^esm  Christ,  to  be  free  from  the  eternal  pnnidunent  due  to  mo 

for  riB«    I  aq)k  confident  that  €kid  doth  hot  plead  with  me  in  thii| 

place,  for  my  private  and  particidar  sins,  but  I  am  brought  here 

that  the  work  of  (xod  may  be  made  manifest,  for  the  trial  of  faith, 

John  ix.  S.  1  Pet.  L  7. ;  that  I  might  be  a  witness  for  his  despised 

truths  and  interests  in  this  land,  where  I  am  called  to  seal  the  same 

with  my  blood ;  and  I  wish  heartily  that  this  my  poor  life  may  put 

an  end  to  the  persecution  of  the  true  members  of  Christ  in  this 

place,  so  much  actuated  by  these  perfidious  prelates,  in  opposition 

to  wlumv  and  testimony  to  the  cause  of  Chi^.  I  al  tUs  time  lay 

down  nor  life,  and  bless  God  that  he  hadi  thoaght  me  so  madi 

worthy  as  to  do  the  same  for  his  glory  wd  imteest    Finally,  con* 

canning  a  Chxistiaa  duty,  in  a  fii^ular  and  extraordinary  casev  and 

anent  my  particular  judgment,  conoerning  both  church  and  state,  it 

is  evidendy  declared  and  manifested  elsewhere.    Fare  wett  all  earthly 

employments;  and  welcome  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  into 

whose  hands  \  commit  my  spirit. 

^  Jascu  Mitchsll.'* 

Such  then  was  the  end  of  the  sealous  and  futhful  Mr.  James 
Miichel),  who  beyond  aU  doubt,  was  a  most  worthy  and  pious  maa^ 
notwithstanding  all  the  aspersions  that  have  been  cast  i:^on  Um, 
|iot  only  by  ipalignaiit  prektes,  but  even  by  conrupt  and  m^incipled 
Presbyterians,  on  aooount,  namely,  of  his  firing  at  Bishop  Sharp; 
which  they  think  enough  to  explode  and  edipie  all  the  fair  fiune 
and  fiuthful  c^atendings  of  die  covenanted  church  of  Scotland.  But 
in  this  Mil?,  IVfitpheU  stfuids  in  need  of  little  or  no  vindication;  for 
as  he  hiaiiself  reasons,  he  looked  i^on  himself  as  in  a  state  of  war ; 
not  havxqg  laid  down  his  asms  since  the  afiair  of  Pentiand^  and  osii* 
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laqiMiifly,  Kigsiijl  Fllaip  at  hisduef  oieaiy,  tiiw  he  mm  dodit* 
lets  one  of  the  ^ef  Imtigaterft  of  die  tynumy^  Moodshed,  and 
oppi«Mi<Hi»  in  that  dimal  period;  he  therefore^  no  doubt^  thought 
he  had  a  right  to  take  every  opportonity  of  cutting  htm  oiE,  eape* 
dally  as  the  wmof  common  justice  were  Mocked  v^ ;  yet  all  ttia 
opens  no  door  n>r  every  private  penon,  at  his  own  handy  execitting 
instioe  on  an  open  oflaiider,  where  there  is  aooesa  to  a  lawful  magis- 
trate i^ppointed  for  that  end.  Besides,  as  he  himsdf  further 
reasons,  1^  prosecution  of  the  ends' of  the  covenant,  which  Iras  and 
is  the  overthrow  of  prelates  and  Prelacy,  required  socha  step,  and  the 
mimatebein^  a  declared  enemy  to  him  on  that  acconnt,  andhe  to  him 
in  like  manner ;  and  as  he  was  always  to  take  his  advantage,  as  iti^ 
peared,  so  he  also  took  of  him  any  opportunity  that  oiered. — ^  For,** 
says  he,  '*  I,  by  his  instigation,  being  ezdudc^  from  all  grace  and  fk- 
vDor,  thought  it  my  duty  to  punuelmn on  all  occasions."  Andalittle 
ftrther  he  instances,  Dent.  xiiL  10,  where  the  seducer,  or  entieer,  to 
a  £Blse  worship,  is  to  be  put  to  death,  and  that  by  the  hand  of  the 
witnesses,  whereof  he  was  one ;  takes  notice  of  Phinehas,  Elijah ; 
and  then  observes,  that  the  bishops  woidd  say,  what  Ihey  did  was 
by  kw  and  authority,  but  what  he  did  was  cmitrary  to  both ;  but  he 
answera,  ^  The  Ki^  himuelf,  and  all  the  estates  of  the  land,  are 
obliged  by  the  oath  of  God  upon  them,  to  extirpate  tibe  peijured 
prelates  and  Prelacy,  and,  in  domg  tfaereoi^  to  delisnd  one  another 
with  dieir  lives  and  fortunes**' 


JOHN  WELWOOD. 

Mr.  Wblwood  was  bom  about  the  year  1640.  He  was  ton  to 
Mr*  James  Welwood,  minister  of  Tond^garth  in  Dumfiiessfalre, 
and  brother  to  Messrs.  Andrew  and  James  Welwood,  Doctors  of 
Medicine  in  London.  After  having  passed  through  the  ordinary 
course  of  learning,  he  was  licensed  for  the  ministry.  He  forthwitii 
preached  in  many  different  j^aoes ;  but  we  do  not  hear  that  he  was 
ever  settled  minister  of  any  parish,  it  bmng  thai  a  time  when  all 
who  aimed  at  foithfulness  in  testifying  against  the  defections  of  the 
age,  were  persecuted  with  the  greatest  severity.  It  b  said,  he 
preached  some  &7e  or  six  sermons  in  his  father's  parish,  and  that 
these  were  blessed  with  more  discenuble  effects  of  good  amongst 
the  people,  than  all  tibe  painfodness  his  father  had  exerdsed  in  the 
course  of  his  ministry. 

Besides  his  singular  piety  and  futhfulness  in  preaching,  he  was 
most  fervent  in  pressing  to  the  duties  of  the  Christian  life,  particn- 
lariy  to  Ihe  setting  up  and  keeping  of  feUowsMp  and  sodetv  meet- 
inga  for  prayer  and  conference,  which  he  often  freqiiented  himself. 
One  time,  among  several  others,  at  New-house  in  livingstone 
parish,  the  night  being  for  spent,  he  said,  *<  Let  one  pray,  andbe^hort, 
that  we  may  get  to  our  apartments  befove  it  be  li^:"    it  wav  tba 
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lom  of  a  penbn  who  oxeeo&d  maay  odien  in  gifts,'  and  before  ha 
esded,  da]^]glit  was  within  the  honse.  After  {nmyer,  Mr.  Wel- 
wood  saia  to  him,  **  James;  James,  your  gifts  hare  the  start  of 
voorgraees:"  and  to  the  rest,  <<  Be  advised,  aU  of  you,  not  to  foUow 
htm  at  all  times,  and  in  all  ^ngs,  otiierwise  there  wttl  be  many  ins 
and  outs  in  yoi^  tract.*' 

In  the  year  1677,  there  was  a  general  meeting  held  at  Edinburgh, 
both  of  the  indulged  and  non-indnlged  clergy,  procured  with  a  view 
to  the  promotion  of  unity  amongst  them,*  before  which,  Mr.  Wel- 
wood,  Mr.  Cameron,  and  another  minister,  were  called  to  account 
for  their  freedom  in  preaching  up  separation  from  the  actually 
inddged.  It  is  said  they  were  threatened  with  deposition  from 
their  office  as  preachers  of  the  go^>eL  But  they  declined  th^ir 
authority,  as  being  no  lawful  judicatory  of  Jesus  Christ,  whilst 
thus  made  up  of  tXrase  against  whom  they  had  testified.  Upon  this 
some  of  them  went  to  Mr.  Hog,  who  was  then  in  town,  though  not 
at  the  meeting,  to  ask  his  advice  anent  our  worthy.  To  whom  he 
said,  "  His  name  is  Welwood ;  but  if  you  take  that  unhappy  course 
to  depose  him,  he  will  perhaps  turn  out  the  Torwood  at  last." 

S^iortly  afler  this  meeting,  which  took  place  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year,  it  would  i^pear  he  had  recmved  and  complied 
with  a  call  from  the  Parish  of  Tarbolton,  in  Ayrshire  ;  or  to  use 
the  langnage  of  the  ruling  party,  in  that  period,  '<had  intruded 
upon  that  Kirk."  On  the  1st  of  November,  as  we  are  told  by 
Wodrow,  information  was  laid  against  him  to  that  eSect  before  the 
Council  at  Edinburgh,  who  immediately  appointed  the  Lords  Glen- 
cairn  and  Rotlras  to  see  that  he  be  turned  out  and  i^rdiended. 
Whether  he  was  taken  or  not,  cannot  now  be  ascertained,  nothing 
frrther  anent  this  order  having  occurred  to  the  historian  just  quoted, 
in  the  course  of  his  diligent  and  extensive  researches.  It  f^[>pears, 
at  any  late^  that  he  aflerwards  persisted  in  preaching  as  formerly, 
and  the  following  are  the  principal  notices  rdative  to  his  labours 
in  that  capacity,  which  have  been  handed  down  to  us. 

One  Sabbath  momiiw  when  he  was  to  preach,  and  the  tent  was 
set  up  for  him,  the  laird  on  whose  ground  it  was,  caused  it  to  be  re^ 
moved  and  set  on  the  property  <tf  another.    When  Mr.  Welwood 


*  In  this  paragrapli,  the  text  hta  been  coniidentbly  altered  from  wliat  it  Is  in 
prsfluiit  editions  of  the  work.  Respecting  the  otject  and  pretensions  of  the 
wiss^lm  itflrred  t^  some  regarding  it  as  <*  a  pretended  general  assembly,*'  and 
smonfrt  ih»  real,  the  anHior  of  the  above  memofr,  has  spoken  of  it  in  the  most 
violent  and  intemperate  langusge.  But  in  order  to  explode  thlsenoneons  notion, 
as  well  as  to  justify  the  above  alteration  in  the  text,  it  is  only  necessary  to  quota 
the  words  of  the  fUthful  and  accurate  Wodrow.  "  They  nerer  assumed  any 
power  of  this  kind  to  themselves^  and  did  nothing  I  can  find,  but  what  was  com- 
patent  for  a  aMeting  of  brethren,  tiiat  was  occMional  and  for  consultation,  and  the 
aratnal  stieagtheaing  of  one  another's  hands*  and  meoer  elmm$d  thepowerg  of  th* 
•uprgme  judicatory  ijfthis  chMrdu"  As  to  Welwood  and  Cameron's  being  dted 
before  them,  nothing  is  said  by  the  above  historian,  in  his  account  of  tliat  meet* 
ing.  Perhaps  their  cases  might  have  been  frequently  instanced,  in. the  reasonings 
wlikdi  took  plaoe  oo  the  qnestion  of  ind^finiU  ordination,  but  that  they  were  cited 
as  balbraa  tribanal,  te  not  vary  probablOi 
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Mw  lidgy  lie  aid  tliat  in  aihort  time  that  pencmihoidAaotl^^ 
tatr  of  land.  Some  foond  fi»lt  witk  kit  saynig  fo,  anent  ene  ifko 
waa  then  a  great  {urofessor.  He  answered,  "kt  alone  a  little,  and 
he  will  torn  ont  in  his  trae  oolours."  Shortly  after  this,  he  waa 
fonnd  gnflty  of  adnkeryy  and  became  most  miserable  and  conteo^ 
tible. 

In  ihe  beginning  of  tiie  year  1679,  perceiving  the  indiGationa  of 
a  brighter  day  as  about  to  dawn  iq>on  the  chnreh,  he  s«d  to  one 
William  Nicholson,  in  Fife,  ^  Ye  shall  hare  a  brave  snmmtf  of  the 
gospel  this  year ;  and  for  your  further  enconsagement^  even  an  old 
man  or  woman  may  live  to  see  the  bishops  down,  and  yet  the 
church  not  delivered :  but  ere  aU  be  done,  we  shall  get  a  few  £uth- 
ful  ministers  in  Scotland.  But  keep  stUl  amongst  the  fiithful 
mourning  remnant  that  is  for  God ;  for  there  is  a  dond  coming 
on  the  church  of  Scotland,  Ihe  like  of  vHuch  was  never  heard  of ; 
and  the  greater  part  will  torn  to  defection.  Bat  I  see,  on  the  other 
side  of  it,  the  church's  delivery,  with  ministers  and  Christians,  sock 
as  yoo  woold  be  ashamed  to  open  your  month  be6n*e." 

Among  his  last  public  appearances,  he  preached  at  BouherhaU  in 
Fife,  upon  the  text,  Notmamy  w%9e  men  after  iht  ikthy  not  immg 
mightyy  not  many  nobk,  are  caOed.*  Here  he  widied  that  all  tius 
Lord's  people,  whom  he  had  placed  in  stations  of  distinction,  thei« 
and  every  where,  would  express  thdr  thankfulness,  that  the  words 
not  many  were  not  not  amy^  and  that  the  whole  of  them  were  not 
excluded.  In  the  end  of  tiie  sermon  he  said,  ^  if  that  unhappy 
Prdate  Sharp  die  tiie  death  of  all  men,  God  never  qpoke  by  me/' 
The  Archbishop  had  a  servant,  who  open  liher^  from  his  master 
on  Satorday's  night,  wei^  to  visit  his  brether,  ^o  was  servant  to 
a  gentleman  near  Bonlteiiiall,  having  leave  durinn  Sabbath.  Here 
having  acconmnied  his  brother  to  diurch,  Mr.  Welwood  noticed 
him  with  the  Bishop's  livery,  and  when  sermon  was  ended,  he  d^ 
sired  him  to  stand  up,  for  he  had  some  tiling  to  say  to  him.  ^  I 
desire  you,"  said  he,  '<  before  all  these  witnesses,  vdien  thou  geest 
home,  to  UHI  thy  master,  that  his  treachery,  tyranny,  and  wicked 
hSe,  are  near  an  end;  and  his  death  shall  be  at  once  sadden,  sni^ 
prising,  and  bloody ;  and  as  he  hath  thiiated  after,  and  died  the 
olood  of  the  saints,  he  shall  not  go  to  his  own  grave  in  peace." 
Tlie  youth  having  gone  home,  at  supper  tiie  Bishop  asked  him  if 
he  had  been  at  a  conventide  ?  he  saod,  he  was*  He  asked,  what 
the  text  was,  and  what  was  said?  The  man  tekl  hkn  arreral 
things,  and  particularly  the  above  message  from  Mr.  Wdwood. 
The  Bishop  made  sport  of  it,  but  his  wife  said,  ^  I  advise  you  to 
take  more  notice  of  that,  fer  I  hear  that  these  men's  words  are  not 
vain  words." 

Shortly  after  this  he  went  to  Perth,  and  there  lodged  in  the 
house  of  one  Jolm  Bavday.  This  it  appears  was  the  kst  stage  in 
hU  earthly  pilgrimage.    Being  natnraUy  of  a  wedc  and  dender 


•  1  Cor  176. 
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eonsdimdoni  and  during  life  exposed  to  many  priYstionii,  as  well  as 
harassed  by  much  concern,  both  as  to  the  interests  of  his  own  soul, 
and  the  afflicted  and  degraded  state  of  the  ehnroh— his  natural  sick- 
liness was  aggravated  by  degrees,  and  at  length  his  weakness  in- 
creased so  much,  that  at  P^th  he  was  laid  aside  firom  public  duty, 
and  lingered  under  what  was  now  seen  to  be  a  consumption,  unUl 
the  beginning  of  April  1679,  when  he  died.  During  the  time  of 
his  sidmess,  while  he  continued  aUe  to  speak,  he  stOl  laid  himself 
out  for  the  good  of  souls.  None  but  ssm  as  were  lod^  upon  at 
friends  to  the  persecuted  cause,  knew  he  was  in  town ;  and  his  f>rac-> 
tice  was  to  call  them  in,  one  iieunily  after  another,  and  discourse  to 
them  about  their  spiritual  state.  His  conyersation  was  at  once  con- 
rincing,  confirming,  and  edifying.  Many  came  to  visit  him;  and, 
among  the  rest,  one  Ayton,  younger  of  Inchdamey  in  Fife,  a  pious 
youth  about  eighteen  years  of  age ;  to  whom,  on  his  giving  him  an 
account  of  the  great  tyranny  and  wickedness  of  Prelate  Sham 
Mr.  Welwood  said,  ''«You  will  shortly  be  quit  of  him :  and  he  wiU 
get  a  sudden  and  sharp  off-going ;  and  you  will  be  the  first  that 
will  take  the  good  news  of  his  death  to  hearen."  This  literally 
came  to  pass  the  May  following.* 

About  the  same  time,  he  said  to  another  who  came  to  visit  him. 
That  many  of  the  Lord's  people  should  be  in  arms  that  summer  for 
the  defence  of  the  gospel :  but  he  was  fully  persuaded,  that  they 
would  work  no  ^kliverance ;  and  that,  after  the  ftll  of  that  party, 
the  public  standard  of  the  gospel  shouhT&ll  for  some  time,  so  that 


*  This,  it  moat  be  eonftwed,  seems  almost  of  necessity  to  in^  tbe  conclusion, 
that  Mr.  Wdvrood  was  endowed  with  the  gift  of  propheejr.  In  so  far  as  the 
Ikrediction  refers.to  Sharp,  who  waa  taken  off  in  a  manner  qnita  oonsletent  with 
it,  there  is  little  dlfficoltf  in  aceounting  for  it.  Though,  with  reference  to  the 
persons  hj  whom,  and  the  occasion  on  which,  his  denth  was  compassed,  it  oeiv 
tainlj  was  not  pretoeditated ;  yet,  there  can  be  little  doubt,  that  among  tlie 
covenanters  in  Rft,  where  Mr.  Welwood  had,  for  some  time  been,  it  had  been 
spoken  of  as  an  enent  deroatlf  to  be  wished,  and,  periups,  even  projected,  as  what 
was  become  indispensable,  not  to  their  religious  freedom  merely,  bat  to  their  veiy 
existence.  But  it  is  not  so  easy  to  see  the  grounds  on  which  Mr.  Welwood  pn- 
dicted,  and  that  so  accurately,  the  time  of  Inchdamey*s  death,  which,  in  point  of 
ftct,  took  pbice  a  few  days  after  that  of  Sharp,  and  was  caused  by  the  shot  of 
one  of  the  troopers  sent  in  pursuit  of  those  who  were  supposed  to  be  his  mur- 
derera.  That  Inchdamey,  who  already  was  intereommulicd  lor  his  nooconftur- 
mity,  was  likely  to  become  the  Tiotim  of  persecution  at  no  very  distant  period, 
waa  highly  probable ;  but  how  Mr.  Welwood,  a  month  before,  should  be  able  to 
foretfD,  that  he  Jundd  he  the  fir§t  on  whom  the  avengers  of  the  prelate  should 
vent  their  fbry,  seems  very  extraordinary  indeed.  Perhaps  the  true  explanation 
Yf  the  hex,  \m,  that  Mr.  Welwood,  in  his  conversation  with  Inchdamey,  merely 
warned  him  of  his  death,  as  what  was  likely,  lh»m  his  character  and  the  dream- 
stancss  of  the  times,  to  take  place  at  no  gnat  distanos  of  time,  and  that  the  ad- 
mirers  of  that  good  man,  after  the  event  took  place,  converted  his  wprds  into  an 
abeolate  prediction.  It  was  quite  natural,  that  after  the  Rovolution,  the  ad< 
herents  to  the  covenanted  cause  should,  by  means  even  of  fil  authenticated  state- 
ments, do  aU  in  their  power  to  elevate  the  character  of  their  revei^  and 
•oABring  predecessors.  By  whom  the  above  Ufe  was  cniginally  written,  w^ 
are  not  aware ;  it  seems,  however,  to  have  been  pablished  previously,  in  a  separ* 
ate  state,  and  to  have  been  adopted  entire  by  tbe  compiler  of  the  Worthies* 
Scots  IVonrniES,  No.  23.  Z 
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Uiere  woaM  not  be  a  trne  faithfiil  mimster  in  SeoUand,  excepting 
two,  to  whom  they  ooold  retort,  to  hear  or  oonrerse  widi  anent  the 
state  of  the  diaroh ;  that  they  sImo  would  seal  th^  testimony  widi 
their  blood;  and  that  after  this  there  should  be  a  dreadful  ddTeedon 
and  apostasy :  that  God  would  pour  out  his  wrath  upon  the  enemies 
of  his  churah  and  people,  wherein  many  of  his  people,  who  had 
made  defection  from  his  way  should  fall  among  the  rest  in  this  com- 
mon calamity ;  but  this  stroke,  he  thought,  would  not  be  long :  and 
upon  the  back  thereof  there  would  be  the  most  glorious  ddiyerance 
and  reformation  that  oyer  was  in  Britain,  wherein  the  church 
should  never  be  trouUed  any  more  with  Prekcy, 

When  drawing  near  his  end,  in  conversation  with  some  friends,  he 
used  frequently  to  communicate  his  own  exercise  and  experience,  and 
with  regard  to  the  assurance  he  had  obtained  of  his  interest  in  Christ: 
he  said,  <<  I  have  no  more  doubt  of  my  interest  in  Christ,  than  if  I 
wero  in  heaven  afaready.*'  And  at  another  time  he  said, ''  Although 
I  have  been  for  some  wedcs  without  sensible  comforting  presence, 
yet  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  my  interest  in  Clui^ ;  I  have 
of^times  endeavoured  to  pick  a  hole  in  my  interest,  but  cannot 
get  it  done.*'  The  morning  ere  he  died,  when  he  observed  ^e 
Ugl^  of  the  day,  he  said,  <*  Now  eternal  light,  and  no  more  night 
and  darkness  to  me."  And  that  night,  he  exchanged  a  weakly 
body,  a  widced  world,  and  a  weary  life,  for  an  immortal  crown 
in  that  heavenly  inheritance  whidi  is  prepared  and  reserved  for 
such  as  him. 

The  night  after  his  exit,  his  coipse  was  ronoved  from  Bardav's 
house  into  a  private  room,  till  hiis  friends  might  consult  about  his 
funeral,  that  so  Barclay  might  not  be  put  to  tarouble  for  having  con- 
cealed him*  It  was  quickly  spread  abroad  however,  that  an  inters 
communed  preacher  was  dead  in  town,  upon  iHuch  the  magistrates 
ordered  a  messenger  to  go  and  arrest  the  corpse.  The  next  day, 
a  considerable  number  of  his  fHends  in  Fife,  came  to  town  to  attend 
his  buriaL  But  the  magistrates  would  not  sufier  him  to  be  interred 
in  Perth :  ordered  the  town  nulitia  to  be  raised  to  support  their  au- 
thority ;  and  imprisoned  John  Bryce,  boxmaster  or  treasurer  to  the 
guildiy,  for  refruing  to  give  out  the  militia's  arms.  *  However,  they 
at  length  gave  his  friends  leave  to  carry  his  corpse  out  of  town,  and 
inter  it  without  the  precincts,  where  they  pleased ;  but  any  of  the 
town's  people,  who  were  observed  to  accompany  the  frmenJ,  were 
imprisoned.  After  they  were  gone  out  of  town,  his  friends  sent 
two  men  before  them  to  Drone,  four  miles  from  Perth,  to  prepare 
a  grave  in  the  church-yard  of  that  place.  The  men  went  to  ^f^. 
Pitcaim,'the  minister,  and  desired  the  ke3rs  of  the  churdi-yard,  but 
he  refused  to  give  them.  They  went  over  the  church-yard  dyke, 
however,  and  digged  a  grave,  and  there  the  remains  of  this  servant 
of  God  repose  in  peace. 

It  appears  that  only  one  of  his  sermons  is  in  print.  This  is  said 
to  have  been  preached  at  Bogles-hole  in  Clydesdale^  and  is  on  the 
text,  1  Peter  iv.  18.  And  if  ike  righteous  sct&cefy  be  eavedy  where 
shall  the  ungodly  and  the  sinner  appear. 
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lliere  are  Bomib  of  hk  letters  written  to  godly  friends  and  ae- 
^oaintanees,  jet  extant  in  mannBcript.  Bnt  we  cannot  expect  to 
meet  witii  any  thing  coniiderable  of  the  writings  of  Mr.  W^wood, 
or  of  the  saoceeding  Wortliies,  for  in  soch  a  broken  state  of  the 
church,  they  were  luinted  and  harried  from  place  to  place,  without 
the  least  time  or  conyeniencv  for  writing ;  yea,  and  oftentimes  what 
little  fragments  they  had  collected  fell  into  the  hands  of  false  friends, 
and  were  by  them  eiUier  destroyed  or  lost» 


IVILLIAM  GORDON  OF  EARLSTOUK. 

William  Gordon,  son  to  that  wortiiy  i^brmer,  Alexander  Gor- 
don  of  Earbtonn,  in  Galloway,  was  lineally  descended  frt>m  Uie 
finnous  Alexander  Gordon  who,  about  the  b^;inning  of  the  15th 
century,  is  said  to  haTO  entertained  some  of  the  followers  of  John 
WickMe,  and  who,  baring  a  New  Testament  in  die  vulgar  tonfue, 
used  to  read  it  in  their  meeting  at  the  Wood  of  Airds,  in  tiie  n^h< 
bonrhood  of  Earlstoun.  Our  worthy,  having  the  advantage  of  a 
religious  education,  began  very  eariy  to  follow  CSirist  As  eariy  as 
16S7,  Mr.  Rutherford  in  his  Letters  thus  admonishes  him:  ^  Sir, 
lay  the  foundation  thus,  and  ye  shall  not  soon  shrink  nor  be  shaken : 
make  tight  work  at  the  bottom,  and  your  ship  shall  ride  against  all 
storms ;  if  withal  your  anchor  be  fiwtened  on  good  ground,  I  mean 
within  the  vaiL"  Indeed,  by  the  bleesing  of  God,  he  began  very 
eariy  to  distinguish  hims^f  by  his  piety  and  religion,  as  well  as  by 
a  firm  attachment  to  the  Presbyterian  interest,  and  the  covenanted 
work  of  reformation ;  in  which  he  continued  steadfint  and  unmove«> 
aUe  till  he  lost  Ins  life  in  the  honourable  cause. 

What  hand  he  had  in  the  public  nfftm  during  Cromwell^s  usur- 
pation, 1 4*annot  so  well  say :  We  may  suppose  him,  however,  upon 
the  remonstrants'  side.  But  the  ilrst  public  testimony  he  gave  after 
the  restoration  of  Charles  II.,  which  history  has  recorded,  was  about 
1663.  Some  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Council  to  go  sottth 
and  inquire  into  the  opposition  then  made  to  the  settlement  of  cu- 
rates at  Kirkcudbright  and  Irongray,  knowing  his  partiality  to 
Presbyterian  principles,  determined  either  to  make  hhn  acquiesce  in 
settiing  an  £pisoopal  incumbent  in  the  parish  of  Dairy,  in  ^Gallo- 
way, to  which,  by  the  once  established  laWs,  he  had  the  right  of 
pre«endng,  or,  if  he  refused  to  concur,  which  they  had  all  reason  to 
suspect  he  would,  to  bring  hiiki  to  fhrther  tronble.  Accordingly, 
they  wrote  him  a  letter,  in  the  following  tenor. — <<  Finding  the 
chmch  of  Dairy  to  be  one  of  those  to  which  the  Bishop  hath  pre- 
sented minister,  Mr.  George  Henry,  fit  and  qualified  for  the  charge, 
and  that  the  gentleman  is  te  come  to  your  |>ttrish  this  Sabbath  liext 
to  preach  to  that  people,  and  that  you  are  a  person  of  special  inte- 
rest there,  we  do  require  you  te  cause  thi^  Mict  to  be  served^  and 
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tlie  congregation  to  convene  and  countenance  him,  8o  at  to  be  ^n« 
couraged  to  prosecute  bu  ministry  in  tbal  place.  Yonr  loving 
frien(&  and  servantfl, 

'<  lilNLITUGOW.      GaJLLOWAT. 

"  Anhampals.    Daumlanarke."* 

To  this  letter  Earlstonn  gave  them  a  very  respectful  answer^ 
showing,  upon  solid  reasons,  why  he  could  not  comply  with  their 
demand,  in  the  following  manner : — *'  I  have  ever  judged  it  safest 
to  obey  God,  and  stand  at  a  distance  from  whatsoever  doth  not  tend 
to  God*8  glory,  and  the  edification  of  the  souls  of  his  people,  of 
which  this  congr^^tion  is  a  part.  And  besides,  my  Lords,  It  is 
known  to  many,  that  I  pretend  to  lay  claim  to  the  right  of  patron- 
age of  this  pandb,  and  have  already  determined  therein,  with  the 
consent  of  the  people,  upon  a  truly  worthy  and  qualified  person, 
that  he  may  be  admitted  to  exercise  his  gifts  amongst  tiiat  people ; 
and  for  me  to  countenance  the  bearer  of  your  Lordships'  letter  were 
most  impiously  and  dishonourably  to  wrong  the  majesty  of  €rod, 
and  violently  to  take  away  the  Christian  liberty  of  his  afflicted  peo- 
ple, and  enervate  my  own  right."  * 

This  was  without  question,  what  the  managers  wanted,  and  so 
his  trouble  b^;an ;  for,  on  the  SOth  of  July  following,  "  The  Lords 
of  council  ordered  letters  to  be  directed,  to  diaige  William  Gor- 
don of  Earlstoun  to  compear  before  them,  to  answer  for  his  sedi- 
tious and  factious  carriage :"  that  was,  his  refusing  to  comply  with 
Prelacy,  and  hear  the  curates,  and  his  favouring  and  hearing  the 
outed  ministers.  And  fiuther,  November  24,  the  same  year,  '<  The 
Council  being  informed,  that  die  laird  of  Earlstoun  keeps  conventi- 
cles and  private  meetings  in  his  house,  orders  letters  to  be  directed 
against  him,  to  compear  before  them,  to  answer  for  his  contempt, 
under  pain  of  rebellion.*'  But  all  this  nowise  damped  tlie  comrage 
of  this  faithful  confessor  of  Christ  in  adhering  to  his  persecuted  and 
despised  gospel ;  and  his  malignant  enemie»  passed  a  yet  more  severe 
and  rigorous  act  agiunst  him ;  in  which  it  was-  exhibited,  that  he 
had  been  at  several  conventicles,  as  they  were  pleased  to  call 
the  meetings,  at  which  Mr.  Gabriel  Semple,  a  deposed  minister, 
preached  in  Corsack  and  Aii'ds  wood :  *'  And  being .  required  to 
enact  himself  to  abstain  from  all  such  meetings  in  time  coming,  and 
to  live  peaceably  and  orderly,  conform  to  law,"  he  refiised  to  do 
the  same :  They  therefore  sentenced  him  to  be  banished,  and  to  de- 
part forth  of  the  kingdom  within  a  month,  not  to  return  under 
pain  of  death ;  and  Eound  him  to  live  peaceably,  during  that  time. 


*  Here  observe,  that  though  this  worthy  gentleman  mentions  the  right  of  pa- 
tronsgey  yet  it  is  with  this  proTiso  or  limitation,  the  choice  or  consent  of  the  poo- 
ple ;  otherwise,  says  he,  it  would  wrong  the  majesty  of  God,  take  away  the  Chris- 
tian liberty  of  the  pe(4>le,  and  invalidate  bis  own  right ;  and  how  unlike  is  this  to 
the  qiecies  of  patronage  and  claim  of  patrons  at  this  time,  when  nothing  but  ab- 
solute power  and  arbitrary  measures.will  satisfy  theuu 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^CSSRS.  KID  AND  KING.  S57 

Tmder  the  penalty  6f  £lO,000/ot  otherwise  to  enter  his  persoB  iti 
prison. 

This  soitence,  it  would  appear,  he  did  not  ohey.  And  though 
we  have  no  particular  account  of  his  after  sufferings,  yet  we  know 
in  general  he  endured  many  hardships.  In  1667,  he  wm  turned 
out  of  his  house,  whidi  was  made  a  garrison  for  Bamiatyne  and  his 
puty,  and  after  this,  almost  every  year  produced  him  new  troubles, 
lintil  the  22d  or  23d  of  January  1679,  when  he  emerged  out  of  all 
his  troubles,  arrived  at  the  haven  of  eternal  rest,  and  obtained  his 
glorious  reward,  in  the  following  manner. 

Having  some  affairs  to  settle,  (perhi^  with  a  view  never  to  re- 
turn,) he  could  not  join  that  suffering  handful  who  were  then  in 
arms  near  BothweU,  but  sent  his  son,  who  was  in  the  action.  He 
himself  hastening  forward  as  soon  as  possible  to  their  assistance, 
and  not  knovring  of  their  disaster,  was  met  near  the  place  by  a 
party  of  English  dragoons  who  were  in  quest  of  the  sufferers,  and, 
like  a  raliant  champion  of  Christ,  he  refused  to  surrender,  or  com- 
ply with  their  demands.  They  dierefore  killed  him  Upon  the  spot. 
His  son  being  out  of  the  way,  and  his  friends  not  obtaining  his  body 
BO  as  to  inter  it  amongst  the  bones  of  his  ancestors,  he  was  buried 
in  the  church-yard  of  Glassford ;  and  though  a  piUar  or  monument 
was  erected  over  his  grave,  yet  no  inscription  was  put  upon  it, 
because  of  the  severity  of  these  times.* 

Thus  fell  a  renowned  Gordon,  one  whose  character  I  am  unable 
adequately  to  describe :  I  may  just  say,  that  he  was  a  gentleman  of 
good  parts  and  attainments ;  a  man  devoted  to  religion  and  godli- 
ness ;  and  a  firm  supporter  of  the  Presbyterian  interest  in  the  quar- 
ter where  he  lived. — ^The  Gordons  have  all  along  made  no  small 
figure  in  our  Scottish  history ;  and  here  was  a  patriot,  a  Christian, 
a  confessor,  and,  I  may  add,  a  martyr  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  was  no 
exception  to  the  genend  character  <xf  his  fitunily* 


MESSRS.  KID  AND  KING. 

It  has  not  unfrequently  been  the  lot  of  those  who  have  earned 
the  best  claims  to  the  remembrance  of  posterity,  and  especially  in 


*  His  mm,  AlezBnder  Gordon,  here  narrowly  escaped  hting  taken,  by 
of  one  of  Ids  tenants,  who  knowfaig  hfan  as  he  rods  throofh  I^MuUtoo,  made  him' 
diamoant,  put  on  woman's  dothes,  and  rock  the  cradle.  After  this,  he  went 
oTcr  to  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Hamilton,  to  represent  the  low  case  of  the 
united  soci«!ti«s  to  the  chorches  of  the  Netherlands;  but  shortly  after,  being  called 
home^  he  was  on  returning  apprehended  by  the  enemy,  and  put  to  the  torture; 
but  by  means  of  his  iViend,  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  his  life  was  spared.  Howerer, 
he  was  sent  to  the  Bass,  and  from  thence,  I  suppose  to  Blackness,  in  1683, 
where  he  continued  till  he  was  liberated  at  the  reTolutlon.  It  is  to  be  lamented, 
that  neither  he,  after  tldsy  nor  his  son  Sir  Thomas,  fully  followed  the  steps  of  their 
ancestors. 
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ttmes  mnnh  ai  ikaA  of  wUoh  we  are  now  treatiiig,  to  biye  spent  the 
greatest  part  of  ihrir  lives  in  oomparatiye  obscoritj,  performing  the 
duties  of  a  useful  aTooalion>  with  unpretending  diligOMM^  unheeded 
by  the  world,  and  mdmown  to  fiune,  and  aiming  at  no  other  re- 
ward than  the  approbatimi  of  oonsoiMioe  in  this  world,  and  that  «f 
God  in  the  next.  Una  seems  to  hare  been  Ihe  case  with  the  two 
martyrsy  of  whom,  the  order  of  time  demands  of  us,  now  to  take 
notice.  Diligent  and  £uthfnl  as  they  no  doubt  had  previously  been, 
in  a  professional  point  of  view,  and  holy  and  drcnmspect  in  per- 
sonal conduct,  it  is  only  as  sufierers  in  the  good  cause  of  ecdenasti- 
cal  purity,  and  for  the  rights  of  conscience,  that  their  names  have 
come  down  to  us.  Having  died  together,  we  think  it  better  to 
blend  into  one  short  narrative,  the  meagre  accounts  which  have  been 
transmitted  of  their  lives  and  sufferings. 

Mbssbs.  John  Kid  and  John  Kino  were  nonconfonning  minia- 
ters  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  and  suffered  many  hardships  during 
the  persecuting  pmod,— <firom  the  year  1670  to  the  time  of  their 
martyrdom,  1679.  Mr*  King  was  for  some  time  chaplain  to  Lord 
Cardross ;  and  it  appears  he  was  apprehended  and  imprisoned  in 
the  year  1674,  but  got  out  on  a  bond  of  security  for  5000  merks, 
Aat  he  would  appear  when  called.  Next  year  he  was  again  appre- 
hended by  a  P»*tj  of  the  persecutors,  in  the  said  Lord  Cardross's, 
but  was  imme<uat^y  rescued  by  some  country  people  who  had  pro- 
fited by  his  ministry.  And  yet  again,  he  was  taken  a  third  time, 
near  Hamilton,  wilui  about  seventeen  others,  by  bloody  CUiverhouse^ 
and  brought  to  Bvandale,  where  they  were  all  r^tened  by  thar 
suffering  brethren  at  Drumdog.  After  this,  he  and  Mr.  Kid  were 
of  great  service,  and  preadied  oftoi  to  the  honest  party  of  sufferers, 
tin  their  defeat  at  Bc^well,  where  Mr.  Kid,  among  other  prisoners, 
was  taken  and  hrouffht  to  Edinburgh.  It  would  appear  that  Mr. 
King  was  apprehended  also  at  the  same  time^  somev^re  west  from 
Ola^w.*  In  reference  to  his  apprehension,  the  following  strik- 
ing £act  is  said  to  have  taken  place : — ^A  party  of  Englirii  dragoons 
being  there,  one  of  them  on  horsebadc  called  for  some  ale,  and 


*  Tbe  fioOowing  Moount  of  the  taking  of  Mr.  Ring  has  been  rtoAnd  from  a 
sorrMpondcffit* 

Mr.  Kii^  liaTiog  come  to  pay  hie  reepeofe  to  tiie  Laird  of  Blilr,  in  Ddby 
pariiii,  near  Kilwinniog,  to  wliom  he  ibrmerlf  had  been  cJiaphJn,  one  Bryos 
Blair,  a  fiurmer,  who  liad  been  groom  wlille  Mr.  Kipg  waa  there,  getting  notice, 
came  and  desired  "Mr*  King  to  pay  lilm  a  vidt ;  to  whkHi  he  consented.  Accord- 
ingly, lupring  eome,  be  proMbed  a  ahort  word  on  tlie  Saturday  night  following. 
But  on  the  Sabbath  moining  a  party  of  the  enemy  (mid  to  be  CMditon**  dra- 
goons} being  In  quest  of  him,  and  getting  the  scent,  two  of  them  in  dl^goise  came 
to  an  old  man  feeding  cattle  near  Bryce  Blalr*s  houses  and  asked  him  whether  he 
knew  wkUB  that  godly  miniater  Mr.  King  was;  for  they  were  afraid  he  should 
be  taken,  as  the  enemy  were  in  parsuit  of  him,  and  if  they  knew  where  he  was 
they  would  secme  him  from  thcon.  Tlie  old  man  haying  more  hones^  than  po- 
licy, cried  oat,  « I*n  run  and  tell  him.*'  Whereupon  they  rode  full  speed  after 
him  to  the  house.  Finding  a  eervant  of  the  house  waiting  on  Mr.  King  and 
his  servant's  horses,  they  immediately  dismounted;  and  having  driven  their  own 
liofsea  into  the  standing  com,  threatoning  hiqi  not  to  stir  from  the  ^ot  on  pain 
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dnuik  to  the  oonfbnon  of  tbe  ooyenaaten^  Anoliier  ai  log  ooii- 
panionB  askbg*  him  at  the  Stablegveen  port,  where  he  was  going, 
he  answered,  ^  To  cany  King  to  helL'*  But  thb  poor  wretch  had 
not  gone  ftr,  whittling  and  singing,  till  his  carbine  aeddentally  went 
off,  and  killed  him  on  the  spot.  Ood  skaii  shooi  at  tiem  with  am 
arroWy  mddenfy  tkaU  ^uy  be  womndedy  PsaL  bdr.  7. 

Mr.  King  was  taken  to  Edinburgh/  vHiere  both  he  and  ]V&.  Kid 
were  bron^t  before  die  Conncil,  Joly  9th.  Mr.  King  confessed, 
when  examined,  that  he  was  with  those  who  had  risen  in  defence 
of  their  rights.  Mr.  Kid  confessed  he  had  preached  in  the  field% 
bat  nerer  where  there  were  men  in  arms,  exea^t  in  two  places 
Hiey  signed  their  confession,  which  was  afterwards  prodnced  in 
eridence  against  them  before  the  Jnstidary.  On  the  12th,  Mc 
Kid  was  again  examined  before  the  Conncil,  and  put  to  the  torture. 
It  seems,  indeed,  he  was  more  than  once  in  the  boots,  and  always 
behared  with  much  meekness  and  patience.  Mr.  King  was  exam- 
ined on  the  16th  before  the  Justiciary,  and  Mr.  Kid  on  the  day 
following.  On  the  22d,  they  receired  their  indictments.  Their 
trial  came  on  vqpon  the  28th.  On  being  brought  before  the  Justi- 
daiy,  upon  a  petition  tendered  by  th^n  on  the  24th,  adrocates  were 
allowed  to  pl«d  for  them,*  but  no  exenlpadon  was  allowed. 
When  their  ludictments  were  read,  the  Adyocate  produced  their 
confessions  before  the  Council  as  proof  against  them :  and  aocord- 
ingly  they  were  brought  in  guilty,  and  condemned  to  be  hanged  at 
the  Market-cross  of  Edinburgh,  on  Thursday  the  14th  of  August, 
and  their  heads  and  rig^t  hands  to  be  cut  off,  and  disposed  of  at  the 
Council's  pleasure. 

It  was  on  thb  very  day,  in  the  forenoon,  that  the  King's  act  a^ 
indemnity  was  published,  and,  to  grace  the  solemnity,  the  two  nobb 
martyrs,  who  were  denied  a  shiure  in  it,  were  in  the  aftomoon, 
brought  forth  to  execi^on.  It  is  related  by  one  who  was  present, 
that,  as  they  approached  the  place,  walking  together  hand  in  hand, 


of  death,  one  of  thflm  took  Us  Mddle,  and  pntthiir  ^t  oo  Mr.  King's  hone,  nid, 
**  Many  a  mile  hara  I  rode  after  thee^  hvt  I  ihaU  ride  upon  thee  now.** 

By  this  tfane  the  rest  had  sorroiinded  the  house;  and  Mr.  King  and  his  s«u 
vnnt  being  in  bed,  they  immediately  commanded  them  to  rise  and  put  on  their 
dothes.  Wliile  his  servant  was  putting  on  his  spars,  one  of  the  soldiers  damned 
hira,  saying,  was  he  putting  spurs  on  a  prisoner  ?  To  whom  he  replied  he  would 
put  on  what  he  pleased.  For  this  the  soldier  gave  him  a  Mow;  then  anotiber  gave 
that  soldier  a  Uow,  saying,  "  Damn  you,  Sir,  are  yon  striking  a  prisoner  while 
making  no  resistance  ?'*  In  the  hurry,  Mr.  King's  servant  threw  his  master's 
wallees  into  a  peat-loft.  Thus  they  were  both  cairied  off. — The  soldiers  hired  one 
David  Gumming,  in  the  same  parish,  to  be  their  guide  to  Glasgow ;  who  will- 
ingly consented.  They  pressed  a  horse  for  him  to  ride  upon ;  but  they  had  not 
gone  far  when  the  horse  run  mad,  and  Jumping  and  striking  all  anmnd  Urn  with 
ouch  violence  as  affrighted  the  beh(dders,  they  were  obliged  to  let  him  go ;  bat  no 
sooner  was  he  returned  home,  than  he  became  as  calm  as  ever.  Cumndng  had 
to  go  on  foot  to  Glaigow.  From  thence  Mr.  King  vras  sent  to  Edinburgh. 
After  which  his  servant  was  set  at  liberty. 

*  A  short  hint  of  their  advocates*  j^eadings  and  petition  in  bdialf  of  Mr.  King, 
in  Croakshanks*  History,  voL  ii.  p.  87. 
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Mr.  Kid,  lookbg about toMr.  King,  with  a  clMwful  oounteiianoe 
said,  **  I  have  often  heard  and  read  of  a  Kid  sacrifioe.**  Upon  the 
scaffold  they  appeared  with  a  great  deal  of  oonrage  and  serenity  of 
mind,  as  was  nraal  with  the  martyrs  in  these  times,  and  died  in. 
much  peace  and  joy ;-— even  a  joy  that  none  of  their  persecutors 
could  intermeddle  with.  Thmr  heads  were  cut  off  on  another 
scaffold,  prepared  for  the  purpose. 

Thus  ended  the  liyes  of  these  two  worthy  ministers  and  martyrs 
of  Jesus  Christ,  after  haaring  owned  their  aUegianoe  to  Zion's  King^ 
and  given  a  ^uthfnl  testimony  against  Popery,  Prdaey,  Erastianisra, 
Scc^  and  for  the  coTenanted  work  of  reformation  in  its  different 

Cand  periods.    The  reader  will  find  their  dying  testimonies  in 
itali,  and  some  of  their  sermons  in  Howie's  Collection. 


JOHN  BROWN. 

The  eaiHeet  information  we  hare  of  Mr.  Brown,  occurs  in  one  of 
the  celebrated  Mr.  Rutherford's  letters,  dated  Aberdeen,  March 
13th,  1637.  It  is  addressed  to  his  mother,  Jean  Brown,  a  woman 
of  great  intelligence  and  piety,  whom  that  worthy  usually  speaks  of 
by  the  familiar  i^ppellation  of  '^  sister."  In  this  lettev,  he  refers  to 
Mr.  Brown  in  the  fbllpwing  terms : — **  I  rejoice  to  hear  your  son 
John  is  coming  to  visit  Chnst,  and  to  taste  of  his  love.  I  hope  he 
shall  not  lose  hu  pains,  or  rue  that  choice.  ^  I  had  always  (as  I  said 
often  to  you)  a  great  lore  to  dear  Mr.  John,  becanse  I  thought  I 
saw  Christ  in  him  more  than  in  his  brethren.  Fun  would  I  write 
to  him  to  stand  by  my  sweet  Master,  and  I  wish  yon  would  let  him 
read  my  letter,  and  the  joy  I  hare,  if  he  will  appear  for,  and  side 
with  my  Lord  Jesus."  In  another  letter  to  another  of  his  cor- 
respondents, he  also  expresses  himself  as  follows': — *<Rem«nber 
me  to  Mr.  John  Brown ;  I  could  ne^er  get  my  love  off  that  man. 
I  think  Christ  hath  something  to  do  wi&  him."  From  these  and 
other  notices  of  a  similar  nature,  we  may  infer  that  Mr.  Brown 
was  then  %  young  man,  whose  talents  and  piety  gare  promise  of 
groat  things  to  the  church,  but  who  had  not  as  yet  taken  any  de- 
cided part  in  its  public  concerns.  At  what  period  he  was  ordained 
minister  of  Wamphray,  in  Annandale,  cannot  now  be  ascertained. 
It  b  not  unlikely  that  it  was  at  no  great  distance  of  time  from  the 
date  of  the  abore  letter.  He  does  not  appe^  to  have  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  celebrated  assembly  at  Glasgow,  in  1638 ;  nor  to  have 
taken  any  ostensible  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  period  between 
that  year  and  1660. 

lil^e  uncertain,  howerer,  as  to  the  date  of  Mr.  Brown's  settle- 
ment, we  have  the  best  of  eyidence,  in  regard  to  the  talents,  fidelity, 
and  success  with  which,  for  many  year^,  he  exercised  his  pastoral 
functions  among  the  people  of  his  charge.  To  them  he  was  ten- 
derly attached,  and  tlie  feeling  was  mutual.     In  their  spiritual  wel- 
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fare,  he  took  a  deep  and  commandiiig  interest ;  and,  like  the  great 
apostle,  he  was  ever  ready  to  spend  and  to  he  spent  for  their 
aake.  While  Mi^,  however,  had  the  prineipal  share  in  his 
-anxieties  and  cares,  his  exertions  were  not  exdosively  confined 
to  them.  Frotn  the  scarcity,  at  that  period,  of  active  and  zealons 
ministers,  he  felt  called  upon  to  emaige  the  sphere  of  his  dili- 
gence ;  and  thns,  not  only  his  own  |>eople,  hut  the  inhabitants  of 
the  district  in  wliich  his  parish  was  situated,  were  allowed  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  benefits  of  his  labours.  Thronghont  that  district, 
ins  name  still  lives  in  traditional  remembrance,  and  is  associated 
with  all  those  feelings  of  endeared  aflfection  which  the  deeds  and 
snflerings  of  onr  Scottish  wordiies  seldom  fail  to  excite  and  to 
cherish. 

Mr.  Brown  continued  mimster  of  Wamphray  till  after  the 
restoration  of  Charles  II.;  when,  for  his  fiiitnfulness  in  opposing 
prelacy,  then  abont  to  be  obtruded  upon  the  church,  and  his  forti- 
tude and  freedom  in  reproving  some  neighbouring  ministers  for 
their  compliance  with  its  institutions,  contrary  to  the  promise  they 
had  given  him,  he  was  turned  out  of  his  place. 

Upon  the  6th  of  November  1662,  he  was  called  before  the 
Conncfl ;  whether  by  letters  requesting  him  to  converse  with  them, 
or  by  a  r^^ukr  and  legal  citation,  is  not  certain.  But  the  same 
day,  the  Council's  act  against  him  runs  thus : — 

"  Mr.  John  Brown  of  Wamphray,  being  convened  before  the 
Council,  for  abusing  and  reproaching  some  ministers  for  keeping 
the  diocesan  synod  with  the  Archbishop  of  Glasgow,  callmg  them 
perjured  knaves  and  vilhuns,  did  acknowledge  tlmt  he  called  them 
false  knaves  for  so  doing,  because  they  had  promised  the  contrary 
to  him.  The  Council  ordain  him  to  be  secpred  dose  prisoner  in 
the  tolbooth  till  further  orders."  He  remained  in  prison  till  Decem- 
ber lltii,  in  the  same  year,  when,  after  Mr.  Livingstone  and  others 
had  received  their  sentence,  tiie  Conndl  came  to  this  conclusion 
eonoemii^  him,  **  Upon  a  petition  presented  bv  Mr.  John  Brown, 
minister  of  Wamphnty,  now  prisoner  in  Eidinburgh,  shewing  that 
he  hath  been  kept  dose  prisoner  these  five  weeks  bypast,  and  seeing 
that,  by  want  of  free  air,  and  other  necessaries  for  maintaining  his 
crasy  body,  he  is  in  hazard  to  lose  his  life,  therefore  humbly  desir- 
ing warrant  to  be  put  at  liber^,  upon  caution  to  enter  his  person 
when  he  should  be  commande<^  as  the  petition  bears ;  which  being 
at  length  heard  and  considered,  the  Lords  of  Council  ordain  the 
supplicant  to  be  put  at  liberty,  forth  of  the  tolbooth,  he  first  oblig- 
ing himself  to  remove  and  depart  off  the  lGng*s  dominions,  and 
not  to  return,  without  license  from  his  Majesty  and  Council,  under 
pain  of  death." 

Great  must  have  been  the  hardships  he  underwent  in  prkon.' 
He  was  denied  even  the  necessaries  of  life ;  and  though,  because 
of  the  ill-treatment  he  had  met  with,  he  was  brought  almost  to  the 
gates  of  death,  yet  he  could  not  have  the  benefit  of  the  free  air,  until 
he  s^fned  a  bond,  obliging  himself  to  a  voluntary  banishment,  and 
that  far  no  just  cause. 
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Upon  the  23d  of  the  same  month,  he  presented  H  petition  to  the 
Conncily  to  prorogue  the  time  of  hit  removal  from  the  kingdom,  in 
regard  he  was  not  able  to  provide  himself  with  necessaries,  and  the 
weadier  was  so  unseasonable  that  he  could  not  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  a  ship ;  which  being  read  and  considered,  they  granted  him 
two  months  longer  after  the  11th  of  December ;— -in  the  mean  time 
requiring  him  to  be  peaceable,  acting  nothing  in  the  prejudice  61 
the  present  government,  &c.  Nett  year,  at  me  time  i^ppointed,  he 
went  over  to  Holland,  then  the  asylum  of  the  banished  Covenanters 
of  Scothmd,  where  he  lived  many  years,  but  never,  that  we  have 
heard  of,  saw  his  native  country  more. 

Here  he  resided  partly  at  Utrecht  and  partly  at  Rotterdam ;  and 
in  both  places  was  usefully  employed  in  preaching  to  the  refbgees, 
and  to  others  who  resorted  to  him  for  instruction.  It  was  during 
his  exile  also,  that  his  many  elaborate  pieces,  practical,  argomenta- 
tive,  and  historical,  were  written^  and  these  sufficiently  witness  that 
he  was  not  idle.  In  particular,  those  concerning  the  indnlgenoe, 
cess  paying,  &c  were  of  signal  use,  being  sent  for  the  support  and 
strengtibening  of  his  persecuted  brethren  in  Scotland,  unto  whom 
he  and  Mr.  M'Ward  contributed  all  in  their  power,  that  they 
might  be  kept  straight  while  labouring  in  the  fnmaoe  of  affliction, 
under  sore  oppression  and  bloody  tyranny.  But  hither  did  the 
malice  of  their  enemies  yet  pursue  them.  For  the  King,  by  the 
I  instigation  of  Archbishop  Sharp,  in  1676,  wrote  to  the  States 
(jreneral,  requiring  them  to  remove  them  from  the  provinces.  And 
although  the  states,  at  first,  neither  did  nor  could  reasonably  grant 
this  demand,  yet,  seeing  they  were  in  danger  of  a  rupture  widi  the 
British  government  by  persisting  in  a  refusal,  it  appears  they  at 
length  complied  with  it. 

A  few  years  before  his  death,  he  was  admitted  minister  of  the 
Scots  congregation  at  Rotterdam ;  where,  with  great  prudence  and 
diligence,  he  exercised  his  clerical  functions,  it  being  always  his 
study,  by  every  means  in  his  power,  to  gain  souls  to  Christ. 
As  he  was  faithAil  in  declaring  the  whole  counsel  of  God  to  his 
people,  in  warning  them  agunst  the  evils  of  the  time,  so  was  he 
likewise  close  in  handling  any  text  he  discoursed  upon,  and  in  his 
^application,'  he  was  most  warm  and  searching,  showing  himself  a 
most  skilful  workman,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth.  His  ser- 
mons were  not  so  plain  but  the  learned  might  admire  them ;  nor 
so  learned,  but  the  plain  understood  them.  H»  fellow-soldier  and 
companion  in  tribulation,  M^Ward,  g^ves  him  this  testimony* 
"  That  the  whole  of  his  sermons,  without  the  intermixture  of  any 
other  matter,  had  a  speciality  of  pure  gospel  texture,  breathing  no- 
thing but  faith  in  Christ,  and  communion  with  him." 

The  ordination  of  the  faithful  Mr.  Richard  Cameron  seems  to 
have  been  the  last  of  his  public  employments ;  and  his  last  dis- 
course, before  his  exit  from  this  world,  was  from  Jer.  iL  35. 
Behold  I  wiU  plead  with  theey  because  thou  mxyesilkave  nU  mmudy 
&c  Having  finished  his  course  with  joy,  he  died  soon  after  in  the 
close  of  the  year  1679,  carrying  along  with  him  the  affectionata 
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regrets  of  thoumncU  both  in  Scodand  and  abroad,  who  revered  his 
character  and  had  profited  by  his  labours.  Blessed  are  the  dead 
which  die  in  the  Lard;  thof  rest  from  their  labours^  and  Aeir  waH^ 
dofoilaw  them. 

Mr.  Brown  was  a  man  famons  in  lus  day,  both  hr  learning  and 
faithfulness,  warm  seal  and  true  piety.  He  was  a  distinguished 
writer,  a  choice  aiid  able  preadier ;  in  controversy  he  was  acute, 
masmlinff,  and  strong;  in  history  plain  and  comprehensive;  in 
divinity,  substantial  and  correct ;  the  first  he  discovers  in  his  work 
printed  in  Latin  against  the  Socinians,  and  his  treatise  de  Causa 
JM  contra  And^SabbatarioSy  which  the  learned  world  know  better 
than  I  can  describe.  There  is  also  a  large  manuscript  history, 
eotiileAy  Apologia  pro  Ecclemty  &G,  anno  JDomini  1660,  consisting 
of  1600  pages  in  4to,  which  he  gave  to  Charles  Grordon,  sometime 
minister  at  Dalmeny,  to  be  by  him  presented  to  the  first  hee  General 
Assembly  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  and  which,  accordingly,  was 
presented  to  the  General  Assembly  of  1692.  Of  this  history,  the 
Apologetical  Relation  seems  to  be  an  abridgment.  His  letters  and 
other  papers,  particularly  the  History  of  the  Indulgence,  written 
and  sent  home  to  his  native  country,  manifest  his  great  and  fervent 
zeal  for  the  cause  .of  Christ.  And  his  other  practical  pieces,  such 
as  that  on  Justification,  on  the  Romans ;  Quakerism  ^e  Way  to 
Paganism  ;  the  Hope  of  Glory ;  and  Christ  the  Way,  the  Truth, 
and  the  Life  ;  the  first  and  second  parts  of  his  Life  of  Faith,  and 
Enoch's  Testament  opened  up,  &c. ; — all  evidence  his  solid  piety, 
and  real  acqumntance  with  God  and  godliness. 

'^  In  estimating  his  character,  we  shall  avail  ourselves  of  ^e  tes- 
timony of  two  most  impartial  witnesses.  The  first  is  that  of  a 
distinguished  Dutch  divine.  Dr.  Melchior  Leydecker,  Divinity  Pro*- 
fessor,  at  Utrecht,  who  thus  expresses  himself: — '  Glory  be  to  God 
in  die  highest,  who  hath  reserved  by  his  grace,  many  Protestant 
and  learned  Divines,  against  prevalent  errors.  And  hence  we  have 
the  learned  labours  of  the  worthy  J.  Burgess,  J.  Owen,  A.  Pitcaim, 
and  other  eminent  Divines,  worthy  to  be  remembered  in  all  ages. 
And  to  those  great  Doctors,  we  may  very  warrantably  add  Mr.  John 
Brown,  whose  praise  lives  deservedly  in  the  Churches,  and  whose 
light  did  for  a  considerable  space,  shine  here  in  our  Low  Countries, 
when  through  the  iniquity  of  the  times,  he  was,  because  of  his  zeal, 
piety,  faith^ness,  and  good  conscience,  obliged  to  leave  his  native 
land.  Yet,  was  he  not  idle ;  for  while  he  was  here,  he  wrote  with 
a  great  deal  of  wisdom  against  the  philosophers  of  this  time,  who 
would  subject  the  Scriptures  to  philosophy,  setting  up  human 
reason  for  a  rule  of  Scripture  interpretations.  Moreover,  he  was 
known  in  our  churches  by  his  books  on  the  perpetual  morality  of 
ihe  sabbath,  written  with  a  great  e£Eicacy  of  arguments,  and  ap* 
m*oved  by  Frederick  Spanheim,  that  worthy  and  most  famous 
Divine,  besides  what  other  treatises  he  wrote  in  English.** 


*  FrefiMe  to  Mr.  Brown*i  work  on  JotUficaUon,  p.  6,  7. 
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<*  The  other  testimony  is  that  of  the  candid  and  impartial .  Mr. 
Robert  Wodrow,  who  possessed  the  best  opportnniUes  of  knowing^ 
his  character.  '  I  need  not,'  says  he,  '  enter  on  the  character  of  this 
great  man.  His  abilities  were  so  well  known  to  the  Prelates  that 
he  most  not  be  suffered  any  longer.  He  was  a  man  of  very  great 
learning,  warm  seal,  and  remarkable  piety.  The  first  he  discovers 
in  works  printed  in  Latin,  both  agunst  Socinians  and  Cocceians, 
which  the  learned  world  Imow  better  than  to  need  any  account  of 
them  from  me.  I  have  seen  likewise  a  large  Latin  MS.  History  of 
his  of  the  Church  of  Scotland ;  wherein  he  gives  an  account  of  the 
Acts  of  the  Assemblies,  and  the  state  of  matters  from  the  Refor- 
mation to  the  Restoration ;  to  whidi  is  subjoined  a  very  huge  vin* 
dication  of  the  grounds  whereupon  Presbyterians  suffered.  The 
letters  he  wrote  home  to  Scotland,  and  the  pamphlets  and  books  he 
wrote,  especially  upon  the  indulgence,  manifest  his  fervency  and 
zeal ;  and  the  practical  pieces  he  wrote  and  printed,  discover  his 
solid  piety,  and  acquuntance  with  the  power  of  godliness.  Such  a 
man  could  not  easily  now  escape.'* 

**  Mr.  Brown's  style  is  nervous,  clear,  and  wonderfully  correct 
considering  the  times,  and  the  disadvantages  under  wfaidi  he  la- 
boured. In  these  respects,  he  is  deddedly  siq>erior  to  most  of  the 
Scottish  writers  of  his  day,  and  even  to  Owen  and  others  of  the 
Ekiglish  authors,  his  cotemporaries.  He  has,  no  doubt,  the  com- 
mon fault  of  that  period,  in  being  rather  prolix  at  times,  and  in 
multiplying  subdivisions.  One  prominent  feature  in  all  his  writings, 
particularly  his  practical  works,  is,  his  wonderfrJ  command  of  scrip- 
ture quotation,  reference,  and  allusion.  In  all  his  works  tiiere  are 
observable  the  traces  of  a  vigorous  mind ;  a  sound  judgment ;  and 
a  correct  theological  taste.  Seldoin  common-place,  frequently  ori- 
ginal; and  always  interesting,  he  cannot  fail  to  instruct  and  to 
edify  the  reader  who  knows  now  to  value  the  essential  excellencies 
of  moral  truth,  unadorned  by  the  tinsel  of  meretricious  omament.''f 


HENRY  HALL  OP  HAUGH-HBAD. 

Mr.  Hall  of  Haugh-head,  (in  the  parish  of  Gckfbrd  in  Teviotdale) 
i>eing  blessed  with  a  religious  education^  b^;an  very  early  to  lead 
a  life  of  holiness,  in  all  manner  of  godly  conversation.  In  hb 
younger  years  he  was  most  sealous  in  opposing  the  public  resolutions 
that  took  place  in  1651 ;  insomuch,  that  when  the  minister  of  the 
parish  complied  with  these,  he  refosed  to  hear  him,  and  often  went 


•  Hiskorj,  vol.  i.  p.  141. 
f  The  above  extivcts  are  made  from  a  well  written  acooont  of  Mr.   Bvown*a 
life,  prefixed  to  a  latdy  puUished  editioo  of  bis  work  on  Prayer. 
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to  Ancmm  to  hear  Mr.  LiTingstone.  AAer  tko  rettoration,  being 
cfppressed  with  the  malicious  persecations  of  curates  and  malignants, 
for  his  Bon-conformity,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  his  native  country, 
and  went  to  Eng^d  in  1665,  where  he  was  of  singular  use  in  pro- 
pagating the  gospel,  instructing  the  ignorant,  and  procuring  godly 
ministers  to  preach  among  people,  who,  before  his  coming,  were  rude 
and  barbarous,  thou^  now  many  of  them  became  famous  for  piety. . 
In  1666,  he  was  taken  prisoner  whilst  coming  to  Pendand,  to  assist 
his  covenanted  brethren,  and  was  confined  with  some  others  in 
Cessfbrd  castle.  But  he  soon  after  escaped  from  thence,  through 
the  favour  of  his  relative  the  Earl  of  Roxburgh,  unto  whom  the 
castle  belonged.  He  retired  again  to  Northumberland,  where  he 
remained  from  this  time  till  1679,  being  much  beloved  by  all  that 
knew  him,  for  his  care  in  propagating  the  go^>el  of  Christ ;  about 
the  year  1678 ;  the  heat  of  the  persecution  in  Scotland  obliging 
many  to  wander  into  Northumberland,  and  Col.  Struthers  violently, 
pursmng  them  there.  Haugh-head  was  in  the  scuffle  which  took 
place  near  Crookham,  and  in  which  one  of  his  dearest  intimates, 
the  gallant  and  pious  Thomas  Kerr  of  Hayhop,  felL — Upon  this, 
therefore,  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  Scotland,  where  he  wandered 
up  and  down  in  the  hottest  time  of  the  persecution^  diiefiy  with 
Messrs.  Caigill  and  Cameron.  During  this  period,  besides  his 
many  other  Christian  virtues,  he  signalised  himsdf  by  a  fervent 
zeal,  in  defence  of  the  persecuted  gospel.  He  was  one  of  the  four 
elders  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  who,  at  the  council  of  war  at 
Shawhead-muir,  June  18,  1679,  were  chosen,  with  Messrs.  CargiU, 
Douglas,  King,  and  Barclay,  to  draw  up  the  causes  of  a  fast  on  the 
day  following.  He  had,  indeed,  an  active  hand  in  most  part  of  the 
transactions  on  the  part  of  the  covenanters  in  that  period,  as  being 
one  of  the  commanding  officers  in  their  army,  frtmi  the  skirmish  at 
Drumdog,  to  the  defeat  at  Bothwell-bridge. 

After  this,  being  forfeited,  and  diligently  pursued  after,  he,  in 
order  to  eschew  the  violent  hands  of  his  ind^tigable  persecutors, 
was  forced  to  go  to  Holland.  But  he  had  not  been  there  long, 
when  his  seal  for  the  persecuted  interest  of  Christ,  and  his  tender^ 
sympathy  for  his  covenanted  brethren,  then  wandering  in  Scotland, 
induced  him  to  come  home  again,  dioosing  rather  to  undergo  the 
utmost  efforts  of  persecuting  fury,  than  to  live  at  ease  during  Joseph's 
.  affliction ;  and  making  Moses'  generous  choice,  rather  to  undergo 
sufferings  with  the  people  of  Grod,  than  to  enjoy  what  momentary 
pleasures  the  world  could  afford.  Nor  was  he  much  concerned 
about  the  riches  of  the  world :  for  he  hesitated  not  to  give  his  ground 
for  field  preadtings,*  when  few  or  none  else  would  do  it. 


*  The  Rer.  Mr.  Oeorge  Barday,  who  was  a  retj  public  character  at  thti  time, 
and  had  his  hand  at  many  a  nsefiil  measure,  and  was  a  blessed  instrument  t<v 
wardi  the  edification  of  many  souls,  used  to  say,  The  best  days  that  erer  he  bad  in 
prcachin/r  the  gonpel  were  in  the  bounds  belongiog  to  the  Laird  of  IIaugh-head| 
worlhy  Henry  HalL 
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About  three  mondiB  after  his  reiQmfo>m  Holland,  he  was  mostly 
with  Mr.  Gar|^  Inrkhig  privily  about  Borrowstoiiness,  and  othi^ 
places  on  this  and  the  other  side  of  the  Forth.  At  last  they  were 
taken  notice  of  by  the  curates  of  Borrowstouness  and  Garriden,  who 
presently  sent  information  respecting  them  to  ^Gddleton,  Governor 
of  Blacimess  castle  and  a  Papist.  After  consultation  he  inlme-' 
diately  went  after  them,  ordering  his  soldiers  to  follow  him  at  a 
distance,  by  twos  and  threes,  so  as  to  avoid  suspicion.  Thus  he 
and  his  man  rode  aft^r  them  at  some  distance,  till  they  came  to 
Qneensferry ;  ^ere,  perceiving  the  house  at  which  they  alighted, 
he  sent  his  servant  in  haste  for  liis  men,  putting  up  his  hme  in 
another  house,  and  coming  to  them  as  a  stranger,  he  pretended  a 
great  deal  of  kindness  for  them,  desiring  that  they  might  have  a 
glass  of  wine  together.  When  each  had  taken  a  glan,  and  were 
in  some  friendly  conversation,  the  Governor  wearying  that  hb  men 
came  not  np,  threw  o£P  the  madi,  and  laid  hands  on  than,  saying, 
they  were  his  prisoners,  and  commanding  the  people  of  the  house  in 
the  King's  name,  to  assist  All  rclused  except  one  Thomas 
George,  a  waiter ;  by  whose  assistance  he  got  the  gate  shut.  In  the 
mean  while,  Haogh-head  being  a  bold  and  brisk  man  struggled 
hard  with  the  Crovemor,  until  CargiU  got  off;  and  after  the  scuffle, 
as  he  was  going  off  himself,  having  got  dear  of  the  Governor, 
Thomas  George  struck  him  on  the  h^  with  a  carbine,  and  wound-> 
ed  him  mortally.  However,  he  got  out ;  and  by  this  time  the  women 
in  the  neighbourhood,  who  were  assembled  at  the  gate  to  rescue  the 

trisoners,  convoyed  him  out  of  town. — He  Walked  on  for  some  time, 
ut  was  unable  to  speak  much.  At  last  he  fainted,  and  was  carried  to 
a  country  house  near  Echlin ;  but  although  surgeons  were  speedily 
brought,  he  never  recovered  Uie  use  of  lus  speech.  Dalziel  living 
near  by,  was  advertised  of  the  matter,  and  came  and  seized  him 
with  a  party  of  the  guards,  and  although  every  one  saw  that  ^^ 
gentleman  was  just  a-dying,  yet  such  was  his  iiUiumanity,  that  he 
must  carry  hhn  immediately  to  Edinburgh.  He  died,  however,  in 
their  hands,  on  the  way  thither ;  and  made  an  end  of  this  his 
earthly  pilgrimage  to  receive  his  heavenly  crown.  His  corpse  was 
carried  to  the  Cuiongate  tolbooth,  where  it  lay  three  days,  without 
buriaL  His  friends  at  length  convened  to  do  their  Ittt  office  to 
him,  but  that  could  not  be  granted.  At  last  they  caused  him  to  be 
buried  clandestinely  during  night ;  for  such  was  the  fury  of  these 
servants  of  Antichrist,  that  after  having  slain  the  witnesses,  they 
would  not  suffer  them  to  be  decently  interred ;  another  lasting 
evidence  of  their  insatiable  cruelty. 

Thus  this  worthy  gentleman,  after,  in  an  eminent  manner,  having 
served  his  day  and  generation,  fell  a  victim  to  Prelatic  fury*  Upon 
him  was  found,  when  he  was  taken,  a  rude  draught  of  an  unsub- 
scribed paper,  afterwards  called  the  Queensferry  Paper;  which  the 
reader  wiU  find  inserted  at  larpe  in  Wodrow's  History,*  and  the 
substance  of  it  in  Crookshank's  History,  and  the  Cloud  of  Wit- 
I\es8es4 


•  Vol  11.  App.  No-  56. 
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Mr.  Cambbon  was  bom  at  Falkland,  in  the  shire  of  Fife,  where  his 
£i^ther  was  a  merdiant.    He  was  originally  of  the  Episcopal  per- 
suasion, and  was  some  time  schoolmaster  and  precentor  to  the 
corate  of  Falkland.    He  occasionally  attended  the  sermons  of  the 
indulged,  as  he  had  opportonity ;  but  at  length  it  pleased  the  Lord 
to  indine  him  to  hear  Uie  gospel  as  preached  in  the  fields ;  which 
when  the  corates  understood,  they  set  upon  him  by  flattery  and 
threats,  and  ultimately  by  more  direct  persecntioB,  to  make  him 
forbear  attending  such  meetings.     But  such  was  the  working  of  the 
Lord  by  his  Spirit  upon  him,  that  haying  got  a  lively  disooYery  of 
the  sin  of  Prelacy,  he  deserted  the  curates  altogether ;  and  now 
began  to   search  more  narrowly  into  the  true  state  of  things, 
that  he  might  know  what  was  his  incumbent  duty.     Having  dis- 
covered the  sinfulness  of  the  indulgence,  as  flowing  from  the  eccle^ 
siastical   supremacy  usurped  by  the   King;  and  being  sealously 
affected  for  the  honour  of  Chnst,  which  he  viewed  as  wronged  by 
that  Erastian  acknowledgment  of  the  roa^strate's  power  over  the 
church,  he  longed  for  an  opportunity  to  give  testimony  against  it. 
He  shortly  after  left  Falkland,  and  went  to  Harden,  the  seat  of 
Sir  Walter  Scott^  who  at  that  time  attended  the  indulged  meetings. 
Here  he  took  opportunity,  notwithstanding  many  strong  temptations 
to  the  contrary,  to  witness  against  the  indulgence.    Particularly 
on  Sabbath,  when  called  to  attend  the  Lady  to  church,  he  returned 
from  the  entry  refusing  to  go  into  it,  and  spent  the  day  in  his 
chamber.     Here  he  met  with  mnch  of  the  Lord's  presence,  as  he 
himself  afterwards  testified,  and  got  very  clear  discoveries  of  the 
nature  of  these  temptations,  which  were  like  to  prevail  with  him 
before ;  and  upon  Monday,  giving  a  reason  to  Sir  Walter  and  his 
Lady  why  he  went  not  to  dburch,  he  took  occasion  to  be  plain  in 
testifying  against  the  indulgence,  both  in  its  origin  and  nature* 
After  tbds,  finding  his  service  would  be  no  longer  acceptable  to 
them,  he  went  to  the  south,  where  he  was  introduced  to  the  famous 
John  Welch  of  Irongray.     After  having  remained  some  time  with 
him,  Mr.  Welch  finding  him  a  man  every  way  qualified  for  the 
.  minislj^y,  pressed  him  to  accept  a  license  to  preach*     This,  howeyer, 
he  for  some  time  refused,  chiefly  upon  the  account  that  having  such 
clear  discoveries  of  the  sinfulness  of  the  indulgence,  he  could  not 
but  testify  against  it  so  soon  as  he  shoidd  have  an  opportunity  of 
speaking  in  public     But  his  objections  being  answered  by  Mr. 
Welch,  he  was  at  length  prevailed  on  to  accept  a  license  from  the 
outed  ministers,  who  were  then  preaching  in  the  fields,  and  had 
not  complied  with  the  indulgence.     Accordingly  he  was  licensed  by 
Mr,  Welch  and  Mr.  Semple,  at  Haugh-head  in  Teviotdale,  in  the 
house  of  Henry  Hall,  upon  which  he  told  them,  that  he  should  be 
a  bone  of  contention  amongst  them ;  for  if  he  preached  against  any 
national  sin,  it  should  be  against  the  indulgencesi  and  for  tlie  duty 
of  separation  from  the  indulged* 
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Being  thus  licensed,  they  sent  bun  to  Annandale,  where  tlie  fint 
day  after,  he  preached,  with  this  characteristic  boldness,  upon  the 
text.  Haw  shaQ  I  put  thee  among  the  children^  &c  Some  of  his 
andience  were,  it  is  said,  savingly  impressed  that  day,  and  told  h 
afterwards,  that  thb  was  the  first  field-meeting  they  ever  attended ; 
and  that  they  went  out  of  curiosity,  to  see  how  a  minister  could 
preach  in  a  tent,  and  people  sit  on  the  ground.  After  this,  he 
preached  several  times  with  Mr.  Wekhy  Mr.  Semple,  and  others, 
\mtil  1677,  when  he  and  Mr.  Wdwood  were  called  before  that 
meeting  at  Edinburgh,  in  order  to  be  deposed,  for  their  freedom 
and  fMthfidness  in  preaching  against  the  sinful  compliance  of  the 
time. 

After  this  he  preadied  at  Maybole,  where  many  thousands  of 
people  were  assenibled,  it  being  the  first  time  that  the*  sacrament  of 
the  Lord*8  supper  was  dispensed  in  the  fields.  At  this  time  he 
used  much  more  freedom  in  testifying  against  the  sinfulness  of 
indulgences,  for  which  he  was  called  before  another  meeting  of 
the  indulged  in  Galloway;  and  a  little  after,  before  a  pres- 
bytery of  them,  at  Dunscore  in  Nithsdale:  where  for  the  third 
time  they  threatened  to  take  his  license  from  him.  Here  it 
was  that  Robert  Gray,  a  Northumbrian,  (who  afterwards  suf- 
ered  in  the  Grassmarket  in  1682),  Robert  Nelson  and  others, 
protested  against  them  for  sudi  conduct.  At  this  meeting  they 
prevailed  on  him  to  promise,  that  for  some  short  time  he  should 
forbear  such  explicit  preaching  against  the  indulgence,  and  for 
separation  from  them  who  were  indulged:  a  promise  which  lay 
heavy  on  him  afterwards,  as  will  l^>pear  in  its  proper  place. 

After  g^vii^  this  promise,  finding  himself  bound  up  by  it  firom 
declaring  the  whole  counsel  of  God,  he  beouoc^  melancholy ;  and 
during  the  time  it  was  to  continue  in  f<Nrce,  he  went  over  to 
Holland,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  Mr. 
M<Ward  and  others  of  our  banished  worthies.  In  his  private 
conversation  and  exercises  in  fiunilies,  but  especially  by  hb  public 
sermon  in  the  Scots  kirk  at  Rotterdam,  he  was  most  refreshing  to 
man^  souls.  In  this  sermon  he  was  mosdy  upon  the  subject  of  con- 
version, the  text  being.  Came  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are 
heavy  laden^f  His  preaching  was  most  satisfying  and  agreeable  to 
Mr.  M<  Ward,  Mr.  Brown,  and  others,  who  were  sadly  misinformed 
by  the  indulged,  of  his  talents  and  character.  In  thus  instance  he 
touched  upon  none  of  the  disputed  points,  except  in  prayer,  when 
lamenting  over  the  deplorable  state  of  Scotland  by  means  of  de- 
fection and  tyranny. 

On  this  occasion  Mr.  M'Ward  said  to  him,  "  Richard,  the  public 
standard  is  now  fidlen  in  Scotland ;  and,  if  I  know  any  thing  of  the 


*  ThoM  wbo  dispensed  the  ncrament  of  the  Lord*t  fapper  here,  were  Mesrv. 
Arehibald  Riddcll,  Joha  Welch,  Andrew  Morton,  Patrick  Warner,  George  Bar. 
clay  and  others. 

t  Matt  xi.  Sa 
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mind  of  tlie  Lord, 'fob  we  odled  to  imdei^ yonr  trials  before  ns; 
and  go  home,  and  lift  the  frtten  staadard  and  di^lay  it  pnblidy 
before  the  world ;  but  befiwe  ye  put  your  hand  to  it,  ye  shall  go  to 
as  many  of  the  field  ministers  (for  so  they  were  yet  called)  as  ye 
can  find,  and  give  them  your  heioty  invitaition  to  go  with  you ;  and 
if  they  will  not  go,  go  alone,  and  the  Lord  will  go  with  you." 
Accordtngly  he  was  ordained  by  Mr.  M*Waod,  Aib*.  Brown,  and 
Mr.  Roleman,  afiimous  Dutch  dime.  When  their  hands  were  lift 
up  firom  his  head,  Mr.  M' Wfird  continrod  Ins  on  his  head,  and  cried 
out,  <<  B^old  an  ye  beholder^  here  is  the  head  of  a  foithfnl  minister 
and  serrant  of  Jesus  Chri^  who  shall  lose  the  same  for  his  Mas- 
ter's interest,  and  it  shaU  be  set  19  befiwe  sun  and  moon,  in  the  view 
of  the  world." 

In  the  beginning  of  1680,  he  retnnied  home  to  Scotland,  where 
he  spent  some  time  in'goii^  firom  minister  t^  minister,  of  those 
who  formerly  kept  up  m  standard  of  the  gospel,  in  the  fields ;  but 
an  in  vain ;  for  me  persecution  being  then  hot^  in  consequence  of 
the  afiiur  at  Bothweu,  against  aU  sndi  as  had  not  aoc^ted  the  in- 
dulgence and  indemnity,  none  of  them  would  adyentnre  upon  the 
hazard,  except  Messrs.  OaigiH  and  Douglas,  who  came  togethef, 
and  kept  a  j^fic  fiut  day  in  Darmeid-mnir,  betwixt  Clydesdale  and 
Lothian,  in  reference  to  the  rec^tion  of  the  Duke  of  York,  that 
sworn  vassal  of  Antichrist,  into  Scotland,  after  he  had  been  ex- 
duded  from  Bitgland.  After  several  meetings  among  diemselves, 
towards  forming  a  declaration  and  testimony,  they  at  last  agreed 
upon  one,  which  they  published  at  the  market-cross  of  San<{uhar, 
June  22,  1680 ;  commonly  called  the.  Sanquhar  Dedaration.  After 
this  they  were  obliged  to  separate  one  firom  another,  and  go  to  dif- 
ferent comers  of  the  land :  and  that  not  only  upon  account  of  the 
necessity  of  the  people,  idio  were  then  in  a  starving  condition,  with 
respect  to  the  fiuthfoUy  prsadied  gospd,  but  also  on  account  of  the 
indefatigable  scrutiny  of  the  enemy,  who  for  their  better  encourage- 
ment, had,  by  prodnnation,  5000  nwrics  offered,  for  i^prehending 
Mr.  Cameron,  8000,  for  Mr.  CaigiU  and  Mr.  Douglas,  and  100  for 
each  of  the  others,  who  were  concerned  in  the  puUication  of  the 
foresaid  dedaration. 

After  parting,  Mr.  Cameron  went  to  Swine-knowe,  in  Ne(W 
Monklano,  where  he  had  a  most  confirming  and  comforting  day, 
upon  that  soul  refreshing  text,  Amda  num  ihaU  be  a  hiding  place 
from  the  wind  and  a  covert  from  the  tempetL^  In  his  prefiM^  that 
day,  he  said,  he  was  fbUy  assured  that  the  Lord  in  mercy  to  thb 
church  and  nation,  would  sweep  the  throne  of  Britain  of  that  un- 
happy race  of  the  name  of  Stuart,  for  their  treachery,  and  tyranny, 
but  especiany  their  usurping  the  royal  prerogatives  of  Christ ;  %iA 
this  he  was  as  sure  of  as  his  hands  were  upon  that  doth,  yea,  and 
more  sure,  for  he  had  that  by  sense,  but  the  other  by  foitiuf 


•  Iia.  xndi.  2. 
t  The  soondiMM  of  tliii  prindple  Is  t«i7  qocttionable.     I  stay  not  to  inqidrt, 
wlletfaer  the  assunuioe  of  sense  or  of  fahh  be  greatest,  but  I  doubt  whether  in 

iScoTs  WowrniMB^  No,  24>.  Aa    ' 
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Wkm  lie  M&a  %  pmob  about  Ciiiiiiioelc»  1»  wit  mbdi  <MiM6d 
kf  lilt  tJirOt  of  hogm  aad  itonaeieyi^  who  reft wertdL  Mu  at 
ajMoit.  BtttyetMowofte  Lord*!  pottle,  ^iHbo  relaiaed  UiMr 
feraier  iidtiiliiiien,  gave  Idu  a  eril  to  {mndi  in  that  pandw  Wkoa 
ho  bcgai^  ho  oidttrted  the  peoplo  to  mh^  tha*  they  wore  in  tho 
rightaiwLprewpeoof  aholy  Goi,  andtiiatdl.of  them  were  hae- 
todng  to  an  endkfi  state  of  oiUier  WodL  or  wioo.  Duo  Andrew 
Dalaiel^  who  waa  in  tho  home^  {h  helmg  a  stonaj  doy,)  cried  oal» 
<<  Sir,  wo  neither  faMiwyM  nor  yoarGbd.''  life  GaBanon,  miMi^ 
alitti^aaid,  «« Ye%  and  all  who  db  not  k^w  vy  Ood  hi  mercy, 
•hallknowhmihij«dgaient»  whiflhihaMhoiiidden  and  ayiytiaiug 
in  a  few  daya  n^pon  yon;  aad  I>  aa  i^aent  eerronft  of  Jeana  Ouk^ 
Whoie  commiwion  I  bear,  and  whose  badge  I  wear  opon  my 
brsasti  give  yon  wining,  and  lonfo  yon  «o  tho  J«|tB<M  of  God." 
Asuut'dbgiy,  a  few  daya  aA«v  the  aaid  IMnel,  being  hi  peHect 
hndlh,  took  Ids  brenUaatpleutiAi^,  hot  befi>io  ho  roae  he  f ett  n 
tnmit^g  blood  into  tho  Tory  Toasel  ont  of  which  he  had  taken  hk 
hoeakfiist,  and  dnd  in  a  moat  fiightfid  mamer.    This  astonishing 


omdnti  together  widi  tho  power  and  proaenee  of  the  Lord  going 
along  wiUi  tiie  gospel  as  disponaod  by  hifli,  mndo  the  two  Lairds  d^ 
sii«  a  conference,  to  irfiich  ho  londuy  assented.  I^pon  tiiis  tliey 
IUtoU]gedtoacknowlodgo,thnttiieyhadbeettintho  wroi^  wkh 
regard  to  Um ;  and  desired  hb  foiglntfiosa.  He  aald,  frmn  his 
hrait  he  tegnro  them  what  wrongs  they  had  done  to  him ;  but  for 
what  wrongs  they  had  done  to  the  mteraat  of  dhrist,  it  waa  not  his 
part  to  fimiTe  diem ;  on  theoontrary,howaspersiiadedtheyslionld 
DO  remarkaMy  pnnished  for  it.  And  to  die  Laird  of  Logan  he 
said,  that  ho  ahonld  bo  written  childless;  and  to  Horseekfi^  that 
he  shonld  wnS&r  by  bun^ng.— Both  of  wlikh  afterwards  came  to 


Upon  the  4th  of  July  following,  bmng  eighteen  di^  before  his 
death,  he  preadied  at  the  Grass^wnter  s^e  near  Gimmock.  In  his 
mtrodnction  to  tho  semon,  he  said,  ^  There  are  tkreo  or  four 
dirngs  I  have  to  tdl  yon  this  dqr»  whidi  I  mlast  not  omit,  beceose 
I  will  bo  a  breakfttft  or  £»m>4uNmi  to  dm  enomy,  some  day  or  other 
shortly ;  and  then  my  work  and  my  time  will  both  be  finamid.  And 
the  first  is  dii%  Aa  for  Kii^  Chniies  IL  who  is  mw  npon  tho 


lUk  eamib.  Cwafrm  cooM  Ut»  tMmiMMwrgf  ftJAslsIL  Sadi  smMNe 
puft  luvo  m  divine  fetnladsn  to  reit  Ufoa,  «1m  it  CMumt  U  4ivlM  fti^  Na# 
it  does  not  sppear  that  Ood  erer  fBTO  a  reTeUtion  about  tho  homo  of  Stoarl  hj 
name.  Tho  luurpatioii  oF  Christ's  prerogatire,  of  which  tho  Stnarti  Were  noto- 
-ioualy  fnilty,  identified  them  with  "die  Antidiriflt,  whom  God  will  oerlaiiily  do- 
toogriahioowaliaM.  Of  Ifcb  tfiWi  Is  stooiMl  fhrfsa a— aaos  of  fcah.  fiat 
Ibia  oaoBOt  be  applied  to  indiTidoala  «r  ftasllies^  tmlO  the  ^  diatt  deolara  It 
There  Is  Adtiohrlit  still  in  Britain,  in  xdation  to  Christ'a  preci^Btiyo ;  bat  ift> 
stead  of  ihferrinf  Uiat  the  reigning  family  shall  be  swept  away,  wo  ihould  rsther 
desirs  and  pvay  that  they  may  be  conrinced  of  the  error  and  leseuBoe  it.  Tliera 
are  several  other  passages  in  the  life  of  this  worthy  of  an  ezo^tionahle  ebarsoter* 
ehieflj  in  rslation  to  what  k  called  the  ^irii  of  prophaevt  «n  which  X  ham  ji». 
Ihiitf  to  a^d.  to  what  IhsTa  already  aald4  W,  JC^O.  , 
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tltfoaeo^  Blhrfiii  iift»  htm  tficre  sliall  not  be  a  crowned  kfa^  of 
tiM  name  of  Staarl  i&  8eotiand«*  S%,  There  ^uiUiiot  be  an  old 
ooiienBBlM'*a  hetd  above  gnmil^  tiial  tfwore  these  covenants  whh 
vpUAed  hands  ere  ye  get  a  ri^ht  rdbrmadon  set  up  ni  Soothind. 
3i%»  AaoandbaQvideaday'ajonmey  in  the  shh^  of  Oijloway, 
Ayr  and  G^desdale,  and  net  see  a  reekbg  honse  nor  hear  a  eock 
ovawy  ^a  ye  giet  a  rkht  lefWrtnation ;  and  several  other  shires  shaQ 
be  little  bMsfv  And  4e%,  The  rod  that  the  Lord  will  make  in- 
etnmantsi  ki  ^is,  wffi  be  the  ftaidi  and  otiier  fbreignen,  togetheir 
with  a  party  in  this  land  joining  with  them:  bnt  ye  that  stand  to 
the  tsarimony  ki  tiiat  da?  be  not  dkeonraged  at  Ihe  fewness  of  7017 
■ambat  s  for  when  Chxm  eomes  to  raise  np  his  own  work  in  Scot- 
huid,  he  wiU  net  want  men  enough  to  worfcibr  idm." 

Daringthe  wedk  fellewfaig,  he  preached  in  the  parish  of  Oulnkd, 
men' these  wwdiy  Skallikepreybe  taken  from  me  mighty  f  &c.4 
And  dM  Sabhatib  fidowii^,  at  Hind-BottoSoi,  near  Crawford- John, 
an  these  w^erdSy  Yt  wiU  noi  ame  to  me  Aai  pe  may  havt  life.  In 
the  eonfae  ef  this  sennon  he  fdl  into  tears,  and  Ae  greater  part  of 
the  mnhitada  Mkewise  w^  so  that  f^  dry  cheeks  were  to  be  seen 
among  thaau  After  this,  to  the  day  of  his  death,  he  kept  his  cham^ 
ber  door  almost  always  shut  untfl  night.  The  inistress  of  the 
iuNise  iHMre  he  staid,  havbg  been  se^reral  times  at  the  door,  and 
baving  gat  no  access,  at  last  fbreed  it  up,  and  fbund  him  very  me- 
lancholy. 8he  earnestly  desired  to  know  how  it  was  with  him. 
He  saki,  *^  Halt  weary  promise  I  gave  to  these  ndnisters  has  lalik 
lieayy  19011  me^  mid  for  tins  omse  my  carcase  shall  dnng  the  wil* 
dawiess,  and  t|ial  ere  it  be  long.**  Being  now  near  his  end,  he  had 
sndi  a  large  earnest  of  the  l^izit,  a|id  such  a  longing  d^ir^  for 
full  possession  of  the  heavenly  iidieritance,  that  he  seldom  prayed 
in  a  fiunily,  asked  a  blessing,  or  gare  thanks,  but  he  requeBtted  pa^ 
tience  to  wait  until  the  L<»d's  time  riiould  come. 

The  httt  Sabbath :(  he  preadied  was  along  with  Mr.  C^v^  in 
Clydesdale,  from  the  words,  Be  eM^  and  knew  thai  1 0n  God,  &cS 
(kk  that  day  he  said,  he  was  sure  the  Lord  woidd  lift  up  a  standara 
against  Antidurist  that  woidd  go  to  the  gates  of  Rome,  and  bum 
It  with  fire,  that  blood  should  be  their  sign,  and  no  quarter  their 
word ;  and  earnestly  wished  that  it  might  b^:in  in  Scotland.  At 
thev  parting,  ^y  agreed  to  meet  ^ke  second  Sabbadi  after  this  at 
Craigmead^-^Bnt  he  was  killed  on  the  Tlmrsday  after.  And  the 
Sabbath  lbDewiiu|,  Mr.  Oar|^  preached  in  the  parish  of  Shot^ 
Qpon  dilt  text,  Mikfw  1^  not  that  ^ere  is  a  prince  (md  a  greaJt  num 
fallen  this  day  in  Israel  9 

During  the  last  night  of  hk  life,  he  was  in  the  house  of  WHliam 


*  King  Jmnm  II.  nerer  took  tlie  ooroitttioii  oath  of  Sqolbnd. 


t  l8a.xLS4b 
it  hit] 


f  AnoAer  aoommt  War%  that  hit  ]«it  aermoot  wa«  preached  at  tbo  water  ol 
ReiuM  fn  OaOoway,  and  that  it  was  a  rery  prophetical  one.  But  tfaouch  ho  might 
hat«  pfeached  tiiere,  jret  according  to  the  time  and  |3aofl^  it  4afS  not  jippfsr  to 
hare  been  the  kat  Nna^a  that  he  pmched. 

S  FnL  xItL  10. 
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MitchQl  of  Meadoiriiead,  at  the  water  id  A^  wli6v«f  inr^ity4bree 
liorse  and  forty  foot  had  coatiaiied  with  him  fiur  a  .i^aek.  That 
morniiig  a  woman  gave  him  water  to  wash  his  &oe  and.haadas  aad 
having  washed,  and  dried  them  with  a  towd,  he  looked!  at  his 
liands,  and  liud  them  on  Ins  £u9e,  saying,  '<  Thk  is  their  Jast  wash- 
ing, I  have  need  to  make  diem  dean,  £»r  tbei^e  are  manj  to  see 
diem.*'  At  dus  the  woman's  mother  wept.  He  .said,  ^  Weep  not 
for  me,  but  for  yourself  and  yours,  and  lor  the  sins  o£  a  siofid 
land,  for  ye  have  many  roehmcholy,  soRowful,  and  weary  days  he- 
fore  you.'  •  . 

The  people  who  were  with  him  were  in  somehesiMienv  whether 
diey  should  abide  togedier  for  their  own  defenoe,  or  disperse  wad 
shift  for  themselves.  But  that  day,  being  the  22d  of  July,  they 
were  surprised  by  Bruce  of  Earlshall ;  who,  having  got  command 
of  Airley's  troop  and  Strahan's  dragoons,  upon  notiee  given  him 
by  Sir  John  Cochran  of  Ochiltree,*  came  fiorioosly  upon  them, 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  afitemoon,  when  lying  at  the  eaut  end  <^ 
Airs-moss. — On  seeing  the  enony  approaching,  and  na  poaaihiUty 
of  escape,  they  aH  gathered  round  htm,  while  he  ottered  a  sXftort 
prayer,  in  which  he  repeated  this  eiqiression  thrice  over,./^  Lord, 
spare  die  green  and  take  the  ripe."  When  ended,  he  said  to  his 
brodier,  with  great  intrepidity,  *^  Come,  let  us  fight  it  out  to  the 
last ;  for  this  is  the  day  that  1  have  longed  for^  a^  the  day  diat  I 
have  prayed  for,  to  die  fighting  against  our  Lord's  avowed  ene- 
mies ;  this  is  the  day  that  we  will  get  the  crown."  To  die  rest  he 
said,  *'  Be  encouraged  all  of  yon  to  fight  it  oi^t  valiaady,  for  all  of 
you  that  shall  £dl  this  day,  I  see  heaven's  gates  open  to  recave 
you." 

The  enemy  approaching,  they  immediatdy  drew  i^  eight  horse 
being  with  him  on  the  right,  the  rest  with  valiant  Haidcston  on  the 
left,  and  the  foot  in  the  middle :  and  dius  diey  aU  behaved  with 
much  bravery,  until  overpowered  by  superior  numbers.  At  last 
Hackston  was  taken  prisoner,  and  Mr.  Cameron  killed  on  die  spot, 
and  his  head  and  hands  cut  off  and  taken  to  Edinburgh.  His  father 
being  in  prison  for  the  same  cause,  they  carried  diem  to  him,  and 
barbarously  inquired  at  him,  if  he  knew  them.  He  took .  his  son  s 
hands  and  head,  and  kissed  them,  and  said,  *'  I  kn^w,  I  know  them ; 
they  are  my  son's,  my  own  dear  son's ;  it  is  the  Lord,  good  is  the 
win  of  die  Lord,  who  cannot  wrong  me  nor  mi^e^  but  has  made 
goodness  and  mercy  to  follow  us  all  our  days."  After  whidi,  by  order 
of  the  Council,  his  head  was  fixed  upon  the  Nether^bow  port^  and 
his  hands  beside  it,  with  the  fingers  upward.f 


•  It  is  odd  EarldiaU  got  £500,  and  OefaUtxee  10,000  moH  for  their  ttaadnet 
in  this  aflhir.  But  it  deMires  to  be  remarked,  that  soine  tinie  a£fetf,  about  two 
o'dodc  afternoon,  the  castle  of  the  latter  took  fire,  and  was,  with  the  charlen, 
pbta^  and  ali,  burnt  dowft  to  the  ground.  The  son  said  to  the  &theiv  wliile  it 
waa  burning  "This  is  the  vengeance  of  Cameron's  blood.'*  That  house  was 
never  built — For  the  new  house,  estate,  and  all,  are  gone  from  the  £uaily  to  others. 

f  **  The  headless  body  was  tlirown  into  a  hole  in  Alrs-moits.  Upon  a  green 
hillock  in  the  moss  ^mple  tombstone  marks  his  graye.     And  solemn  recnUeo- 
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ThiB  this  ▼aikat  addier  and  muiisler  of  Jetns  CSorial  came  io 
his  end,  after  he  had  been  not  only  hi|^y  faistnunental  in  turning 
many  aonls  to  God,  bat  also  in  ItflW  up  a  faidifol  standard  for  his 
royu  Lord  and  master,  against  all  ms  enemies,  and  the  defections 
and  sinful  compliances  of  the  time*  One  of  his  and  Christ's  de- 
tlared  enemies,  when  he  took  out  his  head  at  Bdinbargh,  gare  him 
this  testimony,  saying,  *^  There's  the  head  and  hands  iji  a  man  who 
lived  praying  and  preaching,  and  died  praying  and  fighting."  And 
whereYer  the  faithful  contendinffs  of  the  once  Bunons  covenanted 
church  of  Scotland  are  honommly  made  mention  of,  this,  to  his 
honour  shall  be  recorded  of  hinu 

When  he  was  slain,  there  was  found  upon  him  a  short  piqper,  or 
bond  of  mutual  defence,  which  the  reader  will  find  mserted  in 
WodroVs  History,  and  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Cloud  of  Witnesses. 
Hiere  are  a  few  of  Ids  letters  now  published  m  Mr.  Renwick's 
C<^eGtion  of  Letters.  Seven  of  his  sermons  are  to  be  fomd  in 
print,  aaiong  which  is  that  pseached  at  Carlidce,  envied  Good 
Newa  to  Scotland,  published  in  1733.  He  wrote  abo  adsfenee  of 
tin  Sanonhar  Dedaration,  but  we  can  give  bo  account  of  this  cirer 
being  pi^Uiahed*    Some  more  of  his  sennons  w^e  puhlidied. 


AN  ACROSTIC  ON  mS  NAME. 

Most  noble  Cameron !  a  renown, 
And  fiune  of  thee  shall  ne'er  go  down : 
Since  with  bold  seal  thou  dids't  pursue — 
To  Zion's  King  loyal  and  true. 
Ev'n  when  the  dragon  n>ned  his  flood, 
Resist  thou  didst  unto  thy  blood : 

iRan  swiftly  in  thy  Christian  race, 
In  fiuth  and  patience,  to  the  place     ^ 
Christ  has  prepared  for  those,  like  thee, 
He  knew,  would  not  his  standard  flee. 
A  pattern  of  heroic  zeal. 
Rather  to  suffer  than  to  fail, 
Didst  show  thyself  with  might  and  main, 


tS«os  baTC  often  been  didtcd  at  Cameron's  grave,  and  tublime  cxprcaBions  uttered 
on  the  haUowed  spot.  Here  a  little  afterwards,  did  Peden  sit  down.  He  meek- 
ly  raised  bis  eye  to  hearen  and  ijacnlated,  <  O  to  be  wi*  Ritdiie.*  Peden  too,  bad 
his  Ibn  Asm  of  trouble^  and  when  these  troubles  were  over,  hb  ashes,  at  length 
nposed  not  tw  from  Cameron's. 

««  These  eril  days  came  to  a  crisi*.  The  sword  of  persecution  at  hst  was 
sheathed.  And  but  for  the  single-hearted  suffer'uigs  of  these  virtuous  men-~bnt 
lor  their  resistance  to  tyranny — the  proudent  gmius  amongst  us,  perha|t8  even 
now,  might  have  been  danking  a  chain,  or  adoring  a  wafer,**  See  Lights  and  Sb^ 
daws  of  Scottish  Chaiacter,  p.  51. 
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OiiiBluif^  Ikat  4ro«i^  oCben  Acraght  ( 
A  fiudi^  wHfieM  'gaiwt  aD  those 
Meos  th$^  did  the  traUi  ^pose ; 
Even  lho«  with  Moses  dkbt  esteoa 
BeprMches  for  the  God  of  kea?*ii ; 
Ob  him  ahme  thou  didst  rdy, 
Nol  sparing^  for  His  canss^  to  die ! 


PAVID  HACKSTON  OF  EATHILLET.* 

OoAiiro  his  younger  years  Mr.  Hadraton  is  said  to  have  been  with- 
out dM  Ittisl  tt^MO  of  any  things  rdigious,  until  it  pleased  the  Lord* 
in  his  iafinite  goodoeai^  to  incline  Imn  to  attend  the  gospel  ih«i 
preaehed  in  the  fieldsi  by  which  means  he  was  saTingly  fanpressed» 
avd  bMHiM  a  true  convert,  so  that  after  matore  deUbrntMHi  on  tho 
oontroTCrtad  pomts  of  reUgion  in  that  period,  he  embarked  himself 
in  the  noble  cause,  for  which  he  sojffered,  with  a  full  resolution  to 
stand  and  fidl  with  the  despised*  persecuted  people,  of  Jesus  Christ 
There  is  no  account  of  any  public  ^pearance  made  by  him  amon^ 
that  party,  till  the  Sd  of  May  1679,  when  we  find,  him,  with  other 
eight  gendemen,  going  in  quest  of  one  Carmichael,  a  bankn^t  Mer- 
dumt  of  Edinburgh,  who  by  means  of  Ae  Archbishop,  had  got 
commission  to  harass  and  perseonte  all  he  could  in  the  shire  of 
Fife,  for  nonconformity;  out  not  finding  him,  when  they  ware 
ready  to  drop  the  search,  they  providentiaUy  met  with  their  arch- 
enemy himself.    Whenever  diey  descried  ms  coach,  one  of  them 
said,  <<  It  seems  that  the  Lord  mith  delivered  him  into  our  hand  ;** 
and  proposed  they  should  choose  a  leader,  whose  or^ii  the  rest 
would  implicitly  obey.    Upon  this  they  chose  Mr.  HacBton  as  their 
leader,  but  he  revised,  not  only  because  he  was  by  no  means  dear 
as  to  die  lawfblness  of  the  enterprise,  but  also,  and  more  especially 
upon  account  of  a  private  difference  subsisting  betwixt  Shup  and 
hun;  width  he  thought  woold  give  the  world  ground  to  think  that 
the  deed  in  question  was  done  out  of  personal  pique  and  revenge, 
of  which  he  professed  himself  entirely  free.  They  then  diose  another, 
and  forthwidi  came  up  with  the  coach ;  and  after  having  got  the 
Bishop  with  much  reluctance  to  come  out,  they  ordered  him  to 
pray;  but  instead  of  that,  seeing  Rathillet,  who  nad  never  alighted 
from  his  horse,  at  some  distance,  he  crept  towards  him  on  his  hands 
and  feet,  and  said,  "  Sir,  I  know  you  are  a  gentleman,  you  will  pro- 
"*  tect  mOb" — To  this  he  answered,  **  I  shall  never  lay  a  hand  on  yon*" 
At  last  after  many  wounds  he  was  killed ;  and  evay  one  jmlged 
of  the  actioB  as  their  indinadon  moved  tiiem.     It  was  how- 


•  An  estate  in  the  Shire  of  Fife. 
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m%r,  wliolir  «bmd  vpon  SatUIet  nd  ids  hroAev-ift-lM,  Bal- 
four «f  Kittloflii,  ahhongfa  the  former  had  no  actWe  lumd  In  it. 

He,  no  dodlity  oounteBatioed  and  joined  with  the  iMdiridiMilB  by 
whom  it  was  perpetrated,  but  in  so  far  as  he  was  personaUy  oen- 
oemed,  ke  did  net  even  assist  them,  upon  the  oceasien,  with  his 
adtiee.  Having  retired  from  tlie  qwt  to  a  honse  at  some  miles 
^stanoe,  ^ey  spent  the  snooeeding  night  in  iaspeetlng  the  papers 
which  were  i^nnd  upon  the  primate.  In  the  mendi^  they  seem  to 
have  separated  into  two  companies,  the  rest  remaining  in  Fife,  and 
six  hidiiding  Ralh91et  proceeding  to  tiie  n<Hrth  in  the  Erection  of 
ZhunUane  and  Pertii.  l%ortiy  after,  having  retmned  by  Fintry, 
Kibylh,  &n.  they  made  for  Lanark,  and  at  length  joined  the  Cove- 
Banters  at  Bvandale,  about  the  end  cf  Mbty.  Here,  a  dedaration  being 
dfttWB  Txp  to  the  approbatien  of  Mr.  Hamflton  and  Uie  odier  leaders, 
SadiiUet  witii  Mr.  J>onglass  were  appointed  to  proclaim  it.  They 
aeoordlngty  went  to  the  market-cross  of  Ralli^ilen,  and  upon  the 
amiiyenary  of  the  Restoration,  tho  29th  of  May,  published  the  sidd 
sestintioiiy  t  and  having  Mnmed  back  to  Svandale,  Hiey  were  with 
the  p^ty  when  attadced  by  Claverhonse,  upon  the  first  of  Jane, 
B«ar  DfUBudog.  Here  Mr.  Hackston  being  appointed  one  of  the 
oommaading  eiteers,  behaved  with  much  valour  and  giJlantry 
daring  thaS  skinnish.  After  tiiis  he  was  a  ver^  useful  instrument 
amOfng  tiie  faitiiM  remnant,  as  is  evident  from  his  repeated  protests 
agBinet  tlie  corrupt  and  Plr&stian  party,  and  be  bad  an  active  hand 
in  most  of  the  public  transactions  among  them,  till  that  fatal  day 
the  22d  of  June,  when  he  and  his  troop  of  horse  were  the  last  upon 
the  field  of  battle  at  Bothwell-bridge. 

Having  been  previously  declared  a  rebel  to  the  King,  (though 
no  rebel  to  Zion*s  King^  and  a  proclamation  issued,  wherein  a 
reword  was  offered  of  10,000  merl^  to  any  who  could  inform  of  or 
apprehend  him,  or  any  of  those  concerned  in  the  death  of  the  Arch- 
bishop of  St.  Andrews,  Mr.  Hackston,  upon  the  proclamation  after 
Bothwell,  was  obliged  to  retire  out  of  the  way  for  abont  i  year, 
lu  thi«  season  he  did  not  neglect  to  attend  the  gosj)el  in  the 
fields,  wherever  he  could  have  it  faithfully  dispensed,  and  by  degrees 
doing  so  more  openly,  and  having  been  vnth  that  little  party  who 
attended  Mr.  Richard  Cameron  at  Airsmoss,  and  who  were  sur- 
prised by  Bruce  of  Earlshall,  he  was  after  a  gallant  resistance,  and 
sfter  the  dealii  of  several  revered  friends,  oveipowered  and  taken. 
Being  commander-in-chief  of  the  little  band,  and  seeing  the  enemy 
apprMching,  he  rode  off  to  seek  some  ground  of  more  advantage. 
The  rest  followed ;  but  seeing  they  could  go  no  farther,  they  turned 
and  drew  up  quickly :  eight  horse  being  on  the  right,  fifteen  on  the 
left ;  and  the  foot,  who  were  but  ill  armed,  in  the  mid&.  He  then 
asked,  if  they  were  all  willing  to  fight  ?  They  all  answered,  tfae^ 
wera  A  strong  party  of  the  enemies'  horse  cominr  hard  upon 
ten,  tiie  horse  ti^ed,  killed  and  wounded  several  of  ^em,  both^ 
horse  and  fbot  After  this  they  advanced  to  the  enemies'  very 
(hces,  when,  after  giviog  and  rsceiving  five,  Hackrton  heii^  in  the 
front  and  finding  tlw  hove  behind  him  hroke^  rode  in  among  them, 
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and  oxA  aC  »  nde,  witifoof  any  damage ;  bnt  being'  aa^anlted  hj 
severally  witli  ^om  lie  fought  a  long  time,  they  foUowinghiniy  and 
he  them  by  torasy  he  at  lei^gth  stuck  in  a  bog.  Here  tlie  foremost 
of  the  troopers^  one  Ramsay,  following  him,  and  being  now  on  foot 
th^  fonght  with  small  swords,  without  much  adyantage  on  either . 
side. .  But  ait  length  closing,  he  was  struck  down  by  three  on 
horseback  who  came  behind  him :  and  falling  after  he  had  reoared 
three  wounds  on  the  head,  they  saved  hu  life,  and  he  submitted. 
He  wa<s,  with  the  rest  of  the  prisoners,  carried  to  the  rear,  where 
they  gave  tbem,  the  testimony*  of  being  hmve  men.  He  was  thence 
brought  to  Ponglbs,  and  from  thence  to  Lanark,  where  Dalziel 
threatened  to  roast  him  for  npt  sajtisfying  him  with  his  answers. 
After  which  he  and  other  three  prisoners  were  taken  to  Edinburgh, 
where,  by  order  of  the  Council,  they  were  received  by  the  niagia- 
trates  at  the  Watergate,  and  he  set  on  a  horse's  bare  back,  with 
his  fiEice  backward,  and  the  other  tliree  laid  on  a  goad  of  iron,  and 
carried  up  the  street  to  the  Parliament  Close,  Mr.  Cameron's 
head  being  boi-ne  on  a  halbert  before  them.  Here  he  was  taken 
down,  and  the  rest  loosed,  by  the  hands  of  the  hangman. 

He  was  immediately  bronght  before  the  Council,  and  after  his  in-. 
dictment  was  read  by  the  Chancellor,  he  was  examined.  This  ex- 
amination, and  his  answei*s  thereto,  being  elsewheref  inserted  at 
large,  need  not  be  rehearsed  very  fully  here.  Being  asked,  •*  If 
he  thought  the  Bishop*s  death  murder  ?"  he  told  them,  **  that  he 
was  not  obliged  to  answer  such  questions  ;  yet  he  would  not  call  it. 
so,  but  rather  say  it  was  not  murder."  Being  further  a.sked,  "  If 
he  owned  the  King*8  authority,"  he  replied,  "  That  though  he  was 
not  obliged  to  answer,  yet  as  he  was  permitted  to  speak,  he  would 
say  something  to  that :  and  1st,  That  there  could  be  no  lawful 
authority,  bnt  what  was  of  God,  and  that  no  authority  stated  in  a 
direct  opposition  to  God,  could  he  of  God,  and  then,  that  he  knew  of 
no  authority  nor  justiciary  this  day  in  these  nations,  but  what  were 
in  a  direct  opposition  to  God,  and  so  could  neither  be  of  God,  nor 
lawful ;  and  that  their  fruits  were  kything  it,  in  that  they  were 
setting  murderers,  sorcerers,  and  such  others,  at  liberty  from  justice, 
and  employing  them  in  their  service,  and  made  it  their  whole  work 
to  oppress,  kill,  and  destroy  the  Lord's  people."  Bishop  Paterson 
asked,  "  If  ever  Pilate,  and  that  judicature  who  were  direct  ene« 
mies  to  Christ,  were  disowned  by  lum  as  judges  ?"  He.  said,  <<  He 
would  answer  no  perjured  prelate  in  the  nation."  Paterson  replied, 
^*  He  could  not  be  called  perjured,  since  he  never  took  that  sa- 


*  Some  of  these  bloody  enemien  said,  that  this  handAil  were  men  of  the 
grmtrnt  courage  that  crer  they  aet  their  fueta  to  fight  againtt ;  and  tiiat  if  they 
had  been  as  well  trained,  horsed  and  armed,  as  they  were,  diey  would  saroly 
have  put  them  to  flight  And  few  of  them  altogether  eso^d.  Their  shots  and 
strokes  were  deadly,  and  though  there  were  but  nine  of  the  corenanters  kUled,  yet 
there  were  twenty-eight  of  the  enemy  who  either  were  killed  or  died  of  their 
Wounds  In  a  ihw  days.  See  Walker's  Memoin,  p.  56. 
t  See  the  Chmd  of  Witnesses. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


iiJLlS?  mSB!®ISIR§®Hc 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


,.■^0 
^t^' 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


DAVID  HACKSTON.  379 

erilegions  coyenant.*'  Mr.  Hackston  sidd,  <*  That  God  would  own 
that  €OTenant,  when  none  of  them  were  to  oppose  it."  Notwith- 
standing these  hold,  free,  and  open  answers,  they  threatened  him 
with  torture :  bat  this  he  nowise  regarded. 

Upon  the  26tli  he  was  again  brought  before  the  Council,  where 
he  answered  much  to  the  same  purpose  as  before.  The  Chancellor 
siud,  he  was  a  vieioos  man.  He  answered,  that  while  he  continued 
'  to  be  ricions,  he  had  been  acceptable  to  him ;  but  now,  when  other- 
wise, it  was  not  so.  He  asked  him.  If  he  would  yet  own  that 
canse  with  his  blood,  if  at  liberty  ? — He  answered,  that  both  their 
fathers  had  owned  it  with  the  hazard  of  their  blood  before  him. 
Then  he  was  called  by  all  a  murderer. — He  answered,  that  God 
should  decide  betwixt  them,  who  were  most  murderers  in  his  sight, 
he  or  they.  Bishop  Paterson's  brother,  in  conference,  told  Um, 
that  the  whole  Council  found  that  he  was  a  man  of  great  parts,  and 
also  of  good  birth.  He  said,  that  for  his  birth  he  was  related  to 
the  best  in  the  kingdom,  which  he  thought  little  of;  and  as  for  his 
parts,  they  were  very  sftiall ;  yet  he  trusted  so  much  to  the  good- 
ness of  that  cause  for  which  he  was  a  prisoner,  that  if  they  would 
give  God  that  justice,  as  to  let  his  cause  be  disputed,  he  doubted 
not  to  plead  it  against  all  that  should  speak  against  it. 

Upon  the  27th  he  was  taken  before  the  justiciary,  where  he  de- 
clined the  King's  authority  as  an  usurj)er  of  the  prerogative  of  the 
Son  of  God,  and  consequently  declined  them,  as  exercising  under 
him  the  supreme  power  over  the  church,  usurped  from  Jesus  Christ, 
and  therefore  declined  them  as  open  enemies  to  the  living  God,  and 
competitors  for  his  throne  and  power,  belonging  to  Hira  only. 

On  the  29th  he  was  brought  to  his  trial,  when  the  Council,  in  a 
most  unprecedented  way,  appointed  beforehand  the  manner  of  his 
execution:  well  knowing  that  his  judges  would  find  him  guilty.  Upon 
Friday  the  SOth,  being  brought  again  before  them,  they  asked,  if  he 
had  any  more  to  say. — He  answered,  "  what  I  have  said  I  will  seal.'* 
They  then  told  him,  they  had  somewhat  to  say  to  him  ;  and  com- 
manded him  to  sit  down  and  receive  his  sentence.  This  he  did ; 
but  immediately  told  them,  they  were  all  murderers  :  for  that  all 
the  power  they  had  was  derived  from  tyranny ;  and  that  these 
years  bygone,  they  had  not  only  tyrannized  over  the  church  of  Grod, 
but  also  grinded  the  faces  of  the  poor ;  so  that  oppression,  perjury, 
and  bloodshed,  were  to  be  found  in  their  skirts. 

Upon  this  he  was  carried  from  the  bar,  on  a  hurdle  drawn  back- 
wards, to  the  place  of  execution  at  the  cross  of  Edinburgh.  None 
were  suffered  to  be  with  him  but  two  bailies,  the  executioner,  and 
his  servants.  He  was  permitted  to  pray  to  God  Almighty,  but  not 
to  speak  to  the  people.  Being  come  upon  the  scaffold,  his  right 
hand  was  struck  off,  and  a  little  after  his  left  (  which  he  endured 
f  ;*'  with  great  firmness  and  constancy.  The  hangman  being  long  in 
cutting  off  the  right  hand,  he  desired  him  to  strike  on  the  joint  of 
the  left ;  which  being  done,  he  was  drawn  up  to  the  top  of  the 
gallows  with  a  pulley,  and  suffered  to  fall  down  again  with  his 
whole  weight,  upon  the  lower  scaffold,  three  times,  and  then  fixed 
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at  the  top  of  the  gailowa.  Theti  die  eacecotioiiery  witk  a  larg*« 
knife,  cat  open  his  brea«t^  and  pidled  ont  hia  hearty  before  he  irtia 
dead,  for  it  moTed  when  it  fdl  on  the  seaffold.  He  then  stock  hk 
knife  in  it,  and  shewed  it  on  all  side<  to  the  people^  crying,  '<  Here 
h  the  heart  of  a  traitor  "  At  last,  Jid  threw  it  into  a  fire  prepared 
for  that  purpose ;  and  haring  quartered  his  hody,c  his  head  wafi 
fixed  on  the  Nether  Bow,  one  of  his  quarters,  with  his  hands,  att 
St.  Andrews^  another  at  Glaegow,  a  thinl  at  lieith,  a|id  a  fourth  aft 
Bmntisland. — Thus  fell  this  chainpioli  for  the  cause  of  Christ,  a 
sacrifice  to  Preladc  fury,  to  gratify  the  lust  and  andiition  of  wieli^ 
and  hioody  mep*  Whether  his  courage,  constancy,  or  ftuthfiilnesa, 
had  the  pre-eminence,  it  is  hard  to  determine. 


ROBERT  KER  OF  KERSLAND. 

Robert  Ker  of  Ke^^land^  being  bom  of  a  very  religions  famVy, 
began  early  to  discoTer  a  more  than  ordinary  zeal  for  religion.  His 
first  public  appearance  for  the  cause  and  interest  of  Christy  was  in 
November  1666,  when  he,  Caldwell^  and  some  others  of  the  Ren- 
frew gentlemen,  gathered  themselves  together;,  and  marched  east- 
ward to  join  Colonel  Wallace,  and  the  little  handful  who  renewed 
the  covenants  at  Lanark.  Here  having  heard  that  General  Dahd^ 
was  by  that  time  got  betwixt  them  and  their  friends,  they  were 
obliged  to  dismiss.  This,  however,  did  not  escape  the  managers ; 
and  the  Laird  o^  Blackstoun,  one  of  their  own  numW,  ha.ving  upon 
a  promise  of  pardon,  informed  against  the  rest,  thus  redeemed  his 
own  neck  by  accusing  his  neighbour.— But  of  this  he  had  nothing 
to  boast  afterwards. 

Kersland  was,  after  this,  obliged  to  retire  out  of  the  way ;  and 
the  next  year  he  was  forfeited  in  life  and  fortune,  and  one  of  his 
estates  given  to  Lieutenant- General  Drummondof  Cromlie,  and 
another  to  William  Blair  of  that  ilk ;  which  estates  they  unjuatly 
held  till  the  Revolution.* 

After  this,  to  elude  the  storm,  he  thought  fit  to  go  over  to  Hol- 
land, and  live  with  his  family  at  Utrecht ;  where  he  had  the  advan- 
tage of  hearing  the  gospel,  and  other  excellent  conversation.  In 
that  place  he  continued  near  three  years.     At  length  hia  friends 


•  Oa  tb«  19th  of  July  1690,  we  find,  the  Pvliamciit  deeUr«d,  that,.«aU  sen- 
tences  pronounoed  by  the  Justice  Court  in  abeence,  for  pardudtUm^  or  any  other 
crime  before  the  year  1669,  were  from  the  beginning  null  and  void;**  reatered 
'*  all  persona  or  their  representatives  so  forefaulted  by  the  Justices  tft  modxm  justi- 
tia,  and  partioularly  the  representatives  of  Muire  of  CaldweU,  Ker  of  KersUmd, 
and  Ms.  William  Veitch  miidMef  of  the  gospel,**  and  reselnded  the  a6t  of  Psriia- 
ment  amto  1669,  <'  in  so  fiu"  as  it  mtlBes  these  fbr^ultures.*'  See  Aet.  Ftfi  as 
qtioted  by  Dr.  MHJrie— Life  of  Velteh,  p.  97. 
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thjuking  it  neeessary  that  lie  should  come  home  to  settle  some 
affiiirs,  hn  lady  returned  in  the  end  of  1660,  and  himself  soon  after. 
To  his  unspeakable  grief,  he  found  when  he  came  to  Edinburgh^ 
that  she  was  laid  in  a  ierer.  She  was  lodged  in  the  house  of  a 
woman  who  wias  a  fmronrer  of  the  sufferers.  And  though  he  was 
conoeided  in  a  ttiene  private  plaee,  and  only  used  to  come  in  the 
evenings  to  vbit  his  sick  lady ;  yet  Cannon  of  Mardrogate,  whose 
treachery  and  apostasy  was  not  then  discovered^  having  got  notice 
oi  it,  immediately  gave  information  to  the  Chancellor,  upon  which, 
orders  were  procured  from  Lauderdale,  to  mardi  the  house,  on 
pretence  that  Mr.  Welch  was  keeping  conventicles  in  the  Lady's 
chamber:  But  the  design  was  for  Kerdand  himself,  as  the  sequel 
will  dedare.  Accordingly  a  party  came ;  and  finding  no  conven- 
ticle, were  just  about  to  retire ;  when  one  Murray  having  particular 
notice  from  Mardrogate  to  that  effect,  and  having  a  tordi  in  his 
hand,  provided  for  we  purpose,  said,  he  behoved  to  search  the 
n>om ;  and  so  went  straight  and  brought  him  out,  charging  him  to 
render  his  atms.  Kerdand  told  him  he  had  no  arms  but  the  Bible, 
which  he  had  then  in  his  han^ ;-— and  that  was  enough  to  condemn 
him  in  ihese  times.  At  parting  with  his  lady,  riie  shewed  mudi 
calmness  and  composure,  exhorting  him  to  do  nothing  that  might 
wound  his  conscience  out  of  regard  to  her  or  her  diildren,  and  re- 
peated the  text  of  Scripture,  No  man  harnng  put  Ms  hand  to  the 
ploughy  and  looking  back  is  Jit  for  the  kingdom  of  God. 

fite  was  forthwith  taken  to  the  guard,  and  tiien  to  the  Abbey ; 
where  a  committee  of  the  Council,  tlu»t  same  night,  was  assembled 
for  his  examination.  When  brought  before  them,  he  was  asked  con^ 
coming  the  lawfulness  of  the  appearing  at  Pentland.  This,  in  pLun 
terms,  he  owned  to  be  lawful,  and  what  he  thought  duty.— Upon 
which,  he  was  immediately  imprisoned  When  going  away,  the 
Chancellor  upbraided  him  with  what  passed  betwixt  him  and  lus 
lady ;  which  he  suffered  with  much  patience. 

He  was  neu*  three  months  prisoner  in  Edinburgh;  and  from 
(hence  was  sent  to  Dumbarton  castle,  where  he  continued  nearly  a 
rear  and  a  half.  He  was  then  ordered  to  Aberdeen,  where  he  was 
Kept  in  close  prison,  without  fire,  for  three  months  during  winter. 
From  Aberdeen  he  was  brought  to  Stirling  castle,*  and  there  con- 


•  During  the  progreM  of  his  confinement  in  some  of  theee  different  fkhioei,  it 
would  appear  he  had  heen  joined  by  his  family,  and  that  at  Sttriing  they 
had  been  subjected  to  the  most  cruel  usage,  whilst  at  the  same  time  la1x»oring 
under  serere  bodily  affliction.  There  is  preserred  a  draught  of  a  petition  to  the 
FriTy  Council,  in  which,  afW  mentioning  that  he  had  been  oonfinr^d  for  five 
feass  in  dldSnvnt  prisons,  he  says,  <<in  the  very  coldest  of  thii  season,  and  in  such 
a.  time  when  some  of  them  were  wrestling  under  heavy  and  sad  sickness,  others 
endaring  pains  of  the  stone  gravd  so  excesslTe  as  cannot  be  expressed,  were  my 
thus  pained  children  extruded  out  of  the  castle  with  all  the  rest,  except  one  daugh- 
ter, who  with  myself  and  tender  wife,  and  one  servant  were  thrust  up  to  another 
zmm,  that  is  known  to  be  intolerable  for  smoke  and  cold.'*  The  petition  con- 
dndea  with  a  request  for  **  a  change  of  imprisonment  to  Edinburgh  Castle,*'  with 
tha  view  of  having  an  operation  performed  on  the  child  afflicted  with  the  stone. 
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turned  some  yean ;  and  then  was,  a  second  time,  taken  to  Diiin* 
barton,  where  he  continued  till  October,  1677.  The  Conncil  then 
confined  him  to  Irvine,  and  allowed  him  some  time  to  transport 
himself  and  family,  then  at  Glasgow,  to  that  place. 

Coming  to  his  fkmily  at  Glasgow,  he  was  yisited  by  many  friends 
and  acquaintances ;  and  the  same  night,  in  convoying  the  Lady 
Caldwell  and  her  daughter,  he  was  taken  by  some  of  the  guards, 
and  kept  in  the  guard-house  till  next  day.  The  commanding  offi* 
oer  would  then  have  dismissed  him,  but  first  he  behoved  to  know 
the  Archbishop's  pleasure,  who  immediately  ordered  him  a  dosa 
prisoner  to  the  tolbooth.  The  Archbishop  took  horse  immediately 
for  Edinburgh:  Lady  Kersland  followed  after,  if  possible^  to  pre- 
vent misinformation. — In  the  meantime,  a  fire  breaking  out  ia 
Glasgow,  the  tolbooth  being  in  danger,  and  the  magistrates  refusing 
to  let  out  the  prisoners,  the  well-affected  people  of  the  town  got 
long  ladders,  set  the  prisoners  free,  and  Kersland  among  the  rest^ 
after  he  had  been  eight  years  in  confinement.  Afiter  the  hurry  was 
over,  he  inclined  to  surrender  himself,  but  hearing  from  lus  lady  of 
the  Archbishop's  design  against  him,  he  retired  and  absconded  dur- 
ing that  winter.*  In  the  spring  and  summer  following,  he  kept 
company  with  the  persecuted  ministers,  heard  the  gospd  preached 
in  the  fields,  and  was  at  communions,  particularly  that  at  Maybole. 
And  about  the  beginning  of  harvest,  1678,  he  returned  to  Utreehty 
where  he  continued  until  the  day  of  his  death. 

Shortly  before  this  event,  his  dear  acquaintance,  Sir  Robert 
Hamilton,  being  with  him,  and  signifying  that  he  might  be  spared 
as  another  Caleb  to  see  the  good  land  when  the  storm  was  over ; 
be,  amongst  his  last  words,  said  to  him,  <<  What  is  man  before  the 
Lord  ?  yea,  what  is  a  nation  ? — as  the  drop  of  a  bucket  or  the 
amaJl  dust  in  the  balance :  yea,  less  than  nothing,  and  vanity.  But 
this  much  I  can  say  in  humility,  that  through  free  grace,  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  keep  the  post  that  God  had  set  me  to.  These  fonr^ 
teen  years  I  have  not  desired  to  lift  the  one  foot,  bef<M«  €k)d 
Bhowed  me  where  to  set  down  the  other."  And  so,  in  a  few 
minutes  he  finished  his  course  with  joy,  and  fell  asleep  in  Jesus, 
Nov.  14,  1680,  leaving  his  wife  and  five  children  in  a  strange  land. 

It  were  superfluous  to  insist  here  upon  the  character  of  the  re* 
Downed  Ker.  It  is  evident  to  all,  he  was  a  man  of  a  great  mind, 
far  above  a  servile  and  mercenary  disposition. — He  vras,  as  we 
have  seen,  for  a  number  of  years,  hurried  from  place  to  place,  and 
guarded  from  prison  to  prison.     He  endured  all  this  with  un- 


Tbe  datt  of  this  petition  was  1675.  And  on  the  \mck  of  it  there  is  a  note  ia 
which  the  petitioner  signifies  that  after  the  draught  was  made,  he  hesitated  as  to 
Its  being  bia  duty  to  present  it,  "  being  diffident  of  treating  or  tampering  with 
those  so  dreadfiiJIy  giren  up  men."  See  Note  by  Dr.  M'Crie  in  Veitch^s  Lift> 
&c  p.  422. 

*  It  would  appear,  by  tfae  acta  of  Council,  that  he  was  retakok  about  the  snd 
of  that  year,  and  liberate  without  conditions :  which  was  a  thing  very  uaoom- 
men  at  this  tfane.     Vide  Wodrow's  History,  voL  i. 
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dttiinted  courage. — He  then  lost  a  good  estate  for  die  oanse  of 
Christ :  and  though  he  got  not  the  martyr's  crown,  yet  he,  beyond 
all  doubt,  obtained  the  sufferer's  reward  I  * 


JOHN  WELCH. 

Perhaps  it  may  ex«ite  a  stronger  interest  in  the  following  memoir, 
when  we  say  tluit  the  subject  of  it  esa^[>ed  a  violent  death,  than  if 
we  coold  say,  that  he  sealed  his  testimony  with  his  blood  npon  the 
scaffold.  Inconsistent  however  with  the  character  of  the  times  as 
such  a  result  was,  and  little  to  be  expected  from  the  part  which  he 
acted,  the  former  of  these  was  certiunly  the  case.  Though  ever 
foremost  in  the  ranks  of  non-confbrmity,  and  the  object  of  perpe- 
tual concern  and  frequent  pursuit  to  the  enemies  of  religious  free- 
dom and  presbyterian  government,  he  was  notwithstanding,  privi- 
leged to  die  in  peace.  Hb  death  having  happened  in  1681,  this  is 
the  proper  place  to  introduce  an  account  of  him. 

The  reader  is  no  doubt  aware  that  he  was  the  son  of  Josias 
Welch,  Minister  of  Temple-patrick  in  Ireland,  and  grandson  of 
'*  the  incomparable  John  Welch  of  Ayr,"  of  whom  some  account 
has  been  already  given  in  this  work.  He  was  consequently  great 
grandson  to  the  illustrious  reformer,  John  Knox ;  and  of  a  truth  he 
was  no  dishonour  to  these  distinguished  ancestors.  The  date  of  his 
birth  we  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  But  as  his  father  who 
died  in  1634,f  was  then  only  "  in  the  flower  of  his  youth,"  it  was 
most  probably  not  many  years  previous  to  that  period.     With  re- 


*  It  has  been  thought  somewhat  strange,  that  the  posterity  of  such  an- 
dent  and  relifioua  fiunilies  as  this  and  Earlstoun,  should  be  now  extinct  in  their 
houses  and  estates.  Bat  tliis  need  be  no  paradox,  for  the  condition  of  the  core- 
nant,  or  promise  of  property,  is,*-*'  If  thy  children  will  keep  my  oorenant,  and 
testimony,  their  children  shall  also  sit  upon  thy  tiirone  for  erer,  and  shall  return 
unto  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  obey  his  voice ;  thy  God  will  bring  thee  unto  the 
land  which  thy  fsthers  possessed,  and  thou  shalt  possess  it.**  Now  the  contrary 
practioes  must  produce  the  contrary  effects :  and  none  more  remarkable  than  those 
who  apostatized  from  the  profession,  principles,  and  piety  of  their  ancestors.  It 
to  said,  that  S^  Thomas  Gordon  of  Earlstoun,  fijl  into  a  profligate,  and  irreligious 
life,  and  for  Donald  Ker,  Kersland's  only  son,  he  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Stein- 
kirk  in  Flanders,  1692.  And  as  for  John  Crawford,  alias  Ker,  who  married  his 
sister,  and  with  her  recelTed  the  estate  of  Kershmd,  he  got  a  patent  to  be  a 
rogue,  from  Queen  Anne  and  her  ministry,  by  virtue  of  which  he  feigned  himself 
sometimes  a  Jacobite,  and  sometimes  an  old  Dissenter,  or  Cameronlan,  (as  he 
called  them,)  upon  whom  he  gives  high  encomiums.  What  correspondence  he 
might  have  with  some  of  those  who  had  been  oi&oers  in  the  Angus  regiment,  I 
know  not ;  but  it  to  evident  from  the  minute  of  the  general  meeting,  that  he  was 
never  admitted  into  the  community  of  the  old  Dissenters ;  for  though  he  attended 
•De  or  more  of  their  meetings,  yet  he  was  refused,  and  so  could  never  influence 
them  Wpubltoh  any  of  their  declarations. 

t  See  Life  of  Josias  Welch. 
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gard  to  his  edacatioa,  and  ^  cinnimstaaoes  of  lik  evly  yean,  we 
are  also  left  in  moertitaty,  «nd  even  the  time  of  his  af^MMntment  to 
the  parish  of  Irongray  most  be  left  to  conjeoCute.  That  it  waa 
prerious  and  peribAps  sereral  years  previous  to  the  restoration* 
seems  most  probable. 

Certfun  it  is,  that  Irongray  being  the  birth  place  of  his  grand, 
father,  and  the  parish  mthin  which  the  family  estate  of  Collieston 
was  situated,  would  present  many  attractions  to  his  youthful  mind. 
And  during  the  period  he  was  allowed  to  labour  in  it,  as  appears 
from  the  testimony  of  a  cotemporary  and  neighbour,*  ^'  he  had  the 
greatest  sneoess  in  his  ministry  of  any  in  the  country."  That  period 
however  was  at  length  out  short  by  1^  same  exercise  of  arbitnuy 
power  whioh  deprived  nearly  four  hundred  parishes  in  the  south 
and  west  of  Scotland  of  their  beloved  pastors. 

Mr.  Welch  had  in  1661  eonennied  vnik  hia  brethren  in  the  presby- 
tery of  Dumfries,  in  resisting,  as  unconstitutional  and  unscriptural,  t^e 
order  for  celebrating  as  a  holiday,  the  29th  of  May.  •  And  in  1662  he 
was  one  of  seventeen  out  of  nineteen,  <^  which  the  presbytery  consist- 
ed, (two  only  having  oonformed)  who  were  compelled  by  the  Glasgow 
act,  as  it  is  cdled,  to  abdicate  tiieir  chaiges  and  desort  their  homes. 
Hb  departure  from  the  scene  of  his  labours  is  said  to  have  been  in  a 
high  degree  affecting,  and  is  thus  described  by  Mr.  Bldokadder,  his 
fellow  sufferer,  who  seems  to  have  been  an  eye  witness  of  what 
tod£  place.  *^  He  was  accused  for  having  in  his  sermon  called  the 
Parliament  a  drunken  Parliament.  An  order  was  sent  to  Maxwell 
of  Munches,  Stewnrd-depnte  of  Galloway,  to  apprehend  him,  who 
came  on  Sabbath  night  to  his  house  at  Irongray ;  but  as  he  was  to 
preach  on  Monday  at  Holy  wood  communion,  he  begged  to  stay ; 
which  liberty.  Maxwell,  though  a  papist,  civilly  granted.  Almost 
all  the  parish  was  convened,  and  many  others  about,  who  waited 
along  with  some  ministers  to  convoy  him  a  little  on  his  way. 
There  was  great  sorrowing  and  outcrying  of  the  multitude  beside 
the  water  of  Cluden,  where  he  was  to  take  horse.  It  was  with 
great  difficulty  he  got  from  among  them,  who  were  almost  distract- 
ed, and  cried  most  ruefully  with  tears.  But  he  being  resolute, 
would  not  be  detained,  and  after  two  or  three  of  the  ministers  had 
kneeled  down  and  prayed,  he  got  to  horse,  the  people  sUlI  holding 
him.  The  ministers  and  he  rode  quickly  through  the  water  to  win 
from  among  them,  mkny  both  men  and  women  ran  on  foot  after 
him,  and  followed  on  the  road  a  good  space  with  bitter  mourning 
and  lamentation." 

In  addition  to  this  it  may  be  added  as  an  instance  of  the  sti'ong 
regard  which  his  people  had  for  him,  and  the  keen  r^et  they  felt 
at  his  departure — ^that  a  few  months  after,  when  a  curate  was  to  be 
inducted  into  the  parish,  and  the  edict  was  to  be  intimated  from  the 
pulpit,  the  people  opposed  it  so  violently  that  even  though  support- 
ed  by  military,  the  party  could  not  get  admittance  to  die  church. 


Mr.  Gabriel  Semple  in  4  MS.  Memoir  Ibrmerlf  quoted. 
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Yar  this  lome  of  them  were  apt»reheitded  mud  eren  fined  or  impri- 
soned. 

After  his  ejection  Mr.  Wdch  and  hit  fsawlj  took  up  their  abode 
for  some  time  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Nelson  of  Corsack,  in  the  parish 
of  Parton,  an  excellent  gentleman,  andagreat  snpporterof  the  ptesby- 
terian  interest.  Here  in  company  with  Mr.  Crabriel  Semple,  to  whoi^ 
also  Mr.  Nebon  extended  his  hospitality  and  protection,  he  com- 
menced the  practice  of  preaiching  in  the  fields.  This  practice,  soon 
after,  became  Tery  general,  being  followed  by  several  others  of  the 
ministers  ejected  fic^m  the  Dumfries  presbytery,  but  Welch  and 
'Sem{de  were  the  first  who  set  the  example,  by  preodiing  in  Cor- 
sack  wood.  In  this  state  they  continued  for  about  a  year  working 
to  each  other  s  hands,  **  for  while  the  curates  were  pursuing  the  one 
in  the  country,  the  other  was  preaching  in  the  woods."  As  imght 
hare  been  expected,  they  were  numerously  *  attended ;  whilst  the 
curates,  by  whom  their  places  were  now  filled,  could  muster  but 
▼ery  scanty  audiences.  This  circumstance  stimulated  the  gOTem- 
ment  to  more  oppressive  measures,  which  only  had  the  effect  of  add- 
.  ing  despur  to  the  resolution  of  the  suffering  covenanters.  They 
.  stUl  continued  to  wmt  upon  the  sermons  of.  the  ejected  ministers, 
who  began  by  degrees,  as  it  would  seem,  more  bolmy  and  avowedly 
to  preach  the  gospeL  As  for  Mr.  Welch,  if  Letters  of  CouncU 
against  him  and  others  can  be  relied  on  as  a  source  of  information, 
he  even  returned  to  his  own  parish,  and  regularly  exerdsed  the 
public  duties  of  his  office.  The  proclamation  referred  to  is  dated 
25th  January  1666,  and  charges  him  as  follows :  *<  parti<nilariy  the 
said  Mr.  John  Welch  does  presume  irequentiy,  at  least  once  every  week, 
to  preach  in  the  parish  of  Irongray  in  the  presbytery  of  JDun^es, 
and  himself  imd  those  who  frequent  his  conventicles  do  convene  to- 
gether, armed  with  swords  and  pistols,  at  the  which  meetings  he 
also  bi^tizes  children  tiiat  are  brought  to  him  by  disaffected  per- 
sons, and  at  some  times  he  comes  into  the  Sheriffdom  of  Air,  espe- 
cially at  the  latter  end  of  July  last,  and  did  keep  a  convratide  at 
Galston-muir,  where  he  baptized  many  diildren.  Likewise  the  said 
,  Mr.  John  did  keep  another  coaventide  at  Shirraland  in  Pfimnidc 
parish  about  tiie  1st  of  November  kst,  where  he  biptiited  the  children 
of  James  Mowat  and  many  other  persons.  As  also  upon  the  1 1th 
of  July  last,  he  kept  another  conventicle  in  the  sam«  place,  where 
he  baptized  the  children  of  John  Chalmers,**  &c.  It  proceeds  in 
condusion  to  charge  him  and  his  brethren  to  compear  before  the 
Council,  under  pain  of  rebdlion,  to  answer  as  to  the  foresaid  mat- 
ter. To  this  prodamation,  however,  we  have  every  reason  tQ  be- 
Deve  that  he  and  his  brethren  paid  no  regard.  It  is  probable  they 
afterwards  became  somewhat  more  guarded.  But  the  next  account 
which  we  have  of  our  worthy  represents  him  as  in  Edinburgh  at  the 


*  It  would  sppetr  that  io  early  n  tli«  tbird  Sabbath  on  wblch  they  pnadiad 
at  Conack,  they  were  obUfed  to  repair  from  tke  home  or  eomt  ta  the  sardeB, 
and  alterwarda  finding  it  too  small  ftr  tlie  namben  who  flocked  around  tliem, 
they  had  recourse  to  the  fields.     See  Murray's  Lit.  Hist,  of  Galloway. 

Scots  Worthies,  No.  26.  C  c      ' 
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tiiTOofdiehBiirreetioiiwIMieMdedstPeiitl^  Thilfar,itwmU 
^eem  he  had  come  m  company  with  Mr*  Robertson,  with  the  view 
it  is  profbable  of  advising  wiih  Mr.  Mackadder  aitd  odior  friends, 
tiien  in  the  capilaL  On  hig  way  he  had  called  at  t^e  honse  o£  Mr« 
WHlittn  Veitdi,  and  freyailed  on  him  to  end>aik  in  the  aaow  canaa. 
The  Teddh  of  1iie&>  eonsakadon  was^  that,  whibt  one  indiiridMai  hen- 
laited,  Welch,  Blackadder  and.  the  rest  determined  to  asssEft  tiimr 
iireduren.  Upon  this  Mr.  Welch,  in  oonpaay  with  Mr.  Ro- 
bertson amd  Ck)!ond  Wfdlace,  went  straight  to  Pendand,  and  after 
the  battle  we  &id  diiA  tlw  Utter  and  fae  left  liie  fidkd  tegedm,  and 
faeied  the  night  thereafter  ki  a  neigfaboimng  bam.  H^  he  fared 
lumiedlatety  afUr  this,  and  whence  he  betook  hinliself,  we  have  no 
means  of  knowing.  For  the  foor  years  immediately  saoseeding 
tAb  we  lose  all  traces  <)f  hitti.  In  comanen  with  many  others  he 
was  dedftred  a  traitor  for  his  aocessioa  to  the  afiair  of  Pentland. 
ITe'  was  henceforth  the  object  <if  almost  contimul  pmrsoit.  He 
^mm  hnifVed  as  a  partridge  upon  his  native  monntuns,  while 
he  preached  the  go^Mi  fa  every  place  to  whidi  he  had  aooeaa. 
Amongst  others  "we  ibid  that  in  the  year  1670,  he  held  a  fianoaa  eon- 
ventide  at  Livingseat  in  the  parish  <xf  Camwath,  the  iqiper  part  of  it 
Mmtf  hearers  came  from  Oydesdale  and  West  Lothian,  and  were 
severely  fined  for  so  doing.     One  Vernon,  an  imdable  aaid  pious 

Eong  mail,  who  was  preseitft,  refiosing  to  depose  npoa  oaith  whtft  he 
ew  of  the  persons  piresent,  was  conmdtted  a  dose  prisoner,  erder- 
ed  to  be  laid  in  irons  and  Jod  on  bread  and  water.  Some  persons 
of  qnaHty  interfering  for  his  liberation,  he  vras  with  diftcoky  let  go. 
Af^  Ihis  Mr.  Wdch  was  also  different  times  preaching  at  Kiwel 
near  St.  Andrews,  and  had  numerous  heareni  from  that  city, 
university  and  neighbourhood.*  It  appears  timt  he  also  weart  into 
Perthshire,  for  we  find  by  an  act  of  Council  1672,  that  the  laird  of 
Balhousie  is  ^ed  In  a  thousand  pouniAs  ateiiing  for  having  been 
^^reseiit  (or,  aicoording  to  other  accounts,  because  Id^iMm  vras  preMot) 
at  la  conveiittdie  kept  by  Mr.  Welch,  on  his  premit^ 

in  the  summer  of  1674,  xre  find  fahn  peranrbukthig  Fife,  and 
gMhering  immense  ^Memblies,  sometimes  eight  or  tea  thoHsaiKL 
And  besides  the  above,  IVfr.  Bkdcadder  has  T^M)rded  some  instances 
of  the  power  and  demonstration  with  which  his  doquence,  <on  these 
occasions,  canie  home  to  the  heart.    **  At  ^oMtime,  having  removed 


: -— ' / 

'  *  The  followiagextmyrdftiaiy  drcmnstanoe  rdntire  to  hU  fmmAing  hen  h  tbw 
ttcttfdtA  by  Wodrow :  "  A  proftSgste  yeuth  bdag  at  the  Qntreril^  tf  St  An. 
Oti^lrBf  cune  to  sennoa  in  Kiokel  Qom,  ■hout  a  mile  frvm  that  city,  where  Mr. 
VTekh  Was  pneachini^  aftid  in  hi*  ^te  and  moekeiy  threw  loatewhat  at  him» 
which  hit  him.  He  stopt  and  aald  he  did  not  know  who  had  poi  that  ipublio 
aSEront  on  a  serrant  of  Obritt,  hut  be  he  who  he  would,  he  waa  persuaded  then 
would  be  more  present  at  his  death,  than  were  hearing  him  preach  that  day,  and 
the  multitude  was  not  smalL  This  turned  out  to  be  Philip  Stand^dd,  son  to 
*8fr  jMMi  StandiUM  of  Newtaiilns  by  Haddington.  Thb  tmhappy  jmxQk  was 
atfad  and  oondemnad  id-«Maated.far  ifae  nwrder  of  hh  father.  Mr.  Btandfleld 
adaiowledgadthkinprissn'irf^h0wasoittdflBBsd,^iidthBtGodwaa«boult  to 
aooompUsl^  what  ht  ImA  hma  waraed  if. 
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aH  die  impddSinentg  tbot  might  hind^  persons  from  embntmng  tJia 
terms  of  salration,  lie  said  at  the  coiiclasioTi,  ^  I  must  enter  tof 
protcstatioii  in  my  Master^s  name,  against  any  here>  who  wiQ  not 
close  with  the  offer,  and  give  their  consent.'  Upon  this  a  woman  in 
the  company  cried,  *  hold  your  hand,  Sir,  do  it,  for  J[  give  my  Ge»- 
sent.*  **  Among  Mr.  Weldi's  fsonverts  in  Fife  wsa  the  Countess  of 
Crawford.  She  w^s  daughter  to  the  Earl  of  Annandale*  end  sirter 
'to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton.  This  took  phice  at  Dninqnbair  nesr 
Conpar,  and  hard  by  her  own  house,  where  the  power  of  God  was 
manifested,  to  the  checking  the  conscience,  and  awakening  the  hearts 
of  many.  On  that  ooq^ion,  there  was  about  8,000  persons  present^ 
and  the  honomrable  ledy  declared  she  was  conatrained  to  dose  withthe 
offer  then  made.  The  impression  was  leatingy  and  erinsed  by  nmcb 
fruit  of  piety  which  shone  ^Miii  in  aU  her  walk  as  a  Christian. 

On  this  same  sabbath  it  appears  there  were  no  less  than  o^er 
three  eonventides  met  in  the  county  of  Fife,  unknown  to  each 
other ;  and  it  was  calculated  that  above  16,000  peo^e  were  hear- 
ing field  sermons  in  one  day.  Such  an  occasion  was  too  inviting  to 
he  let  pass  unimproved  by  the  persecutors,  and  Mr.  Welch  too 
^stinguished  a  person  to  be  overlooked.  A  pexiy  of  IMe  guarda^ 
therefore,  under  the  coffamand  of  Maeteiton  of  Grange,  after 
iiroceediiv  to  the  Lompnd  hilU  to  diverse  a  oonven^e  hdd 
by  MJc  WeUwood,  marched  straight  to  Dnraqnhair,  intend- 
ing to  attack  Mr.  W4di;  hut  the  people  had  got  notiee,  and 
hmiied  him  away.  A  great  body  of  &em  escorted  him  as  fgir  as 
Largo,  where  they  hired  a  boat ;  and  he*  end  his  wife,  and  some 
othm  landed  aa£dy  under  night  at  Abei^ilady  bay^  end  goi  to  his 
own  house  at  Edinburgh.  So  he  escaped  their  hand^  by  lurking 
and  shifting,  till  he  went  to  Gallpwiiy. 

Another  of  Mr.  Welches  m^tings  wm  et  Falkland  wood,  im  a 
day  when  a  number  of  gewuy  were  present.  Hie  Curate  of 
Fukland  came  fbith  on  tfa^  ocea^i((Hi»  end  some  with  him,  in  a  boast- 
ing awageering  way,  oi^Eering  to  d^bf»te  with  Urn,  after  preadjung. 
But  if  SEr.  Welch  luul  not,  by  his  con^poaed  and  cafan  wnrdst  le- 
etmined  the  people,  they  woind  h^ye  debated  the  curate  at  that 
which  would  have  done  his  turn,  hefo^e  he  could  have  begun. 
This  frolic  atteijupt  Afr.  WfAek  took  witk  such  meekness  as  beoinie 
a  nun  of  God.  At  this  time  Chancellor  ftothes  was  in  Fife,  en 
the  day  ,of  one  ef  Mr.  Wdeh'n  meetings.  Sh  was  at  his  qjra 
church  in  Leslie,  where  there  was  no  body  but  his  own  family.  See- 
hig  the  place  empty,  he  raged,  and  swore,  and  threatened  to  horse 
and  scatter  them,  but  after  he  had  blasted  awhile,  he  fell  from  his 
resolution  and  staid  at  home. 

In  the  summer  of  diis  year,  however,  we  find  that  the  most  severe 
measures  were  taken  against  numbers  who  attended  this  and  simi- 
lar meetings,  and  as  an  instance  of  the  importance  attached  by  the 
nding  party  to  the  labours  of  our  worthy,  we  find  th^  the  laSrd  of 
Reddie  was  fined  in  2,000  merks,  for  having  harboured  him,  "a  de- 
clared tnutor,**  in  his  house. 

After  this  we  lose  sight  of  Mr.  Wdeh  liH  1676,  when  the  act  of 
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intercommnning  haying  passed,  the  persecation  against  him  and  his 
brethren  became  so  close  and  serere,  as  to  induce  their  retiring  to 
l^ngland.  Even  here,  however,  the  malice  of  their  enemies  pursued 
them.  Orders  were  sent  from  the  King  and  Bishops'  comti^  to  the 
gentlemen  on  the  borders,  to  banish  them  from  their  neighbourhood. 
BnC  the  English  gentlemen  made  no  great  haste,  and  so  the  minis- 
ters were  sheltered  during  the  winter.  Mr.  Welch,  who  before 
learing  Scotland  had  been  most  diligently  enquired  after,  took  a 
house  on  Tweedside,  where  he  dwelt  for  sometime  rery  pleasantly. 
•From  this  retirement  he  returned  with  others  to  the  south  and  west 
.of  Scotland,  in  the  spring  of  1677,  and  during  the  sommer  of  that 
•year  was  active  as  before,  in  dispensing  the  word  and  bread  of  life. 
.He  bore  a  part  with  several  other  ministers,  in  the  famous  commu- 
nion which  was  celebrated  in  the  fields,  near  the  water  of  Gir- 
'van,  and  within  the  parish  of  Maybole.  At  thb  sacrament  thou- 
^sands,  we  are  told,  were  present,  and  much  success  *  attended  the 
word  then  preached.  During  this  year  he  was  also  instrumental  in 
inducting  a  Mr.  Gilchrist  into  the  parish  of  Carsphum,  frx)m  which 
« however  he  was  di^ossessed  by  an  act  of  the  Council,  and  ordered 
to  be  brought  a  prisons  to  Edinburgh. 

At  this  period  it  would  seem,  in  consequence  of  the  great  price  f 
which  was  set  upon  his  head,  Mr.  Welch  usually  travelled  abou^ 
with  a  few  friends,  armed  for  his  and  their  own  defence.  This 
&ct  was  much  insisted  on  to  the  discredit  of  die  presbyterians  in 
general,  as  if  the  whole  of  them  were  in  arms ;  it  was,  however, 
simply  as  has  now  been  stated. 

.  After  this  in  1678,  Mr.  Weldi,  along  with  Messrs.  Blackadder, 
and  Dickson,  observed  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  supper  at  East- 
Nesbit  by  Dunse.  Mr.  Blackadder  giving  account  of  tlus  says, 
*^  we  entered  on  the  administration  of  the  holy  ordinance,  com- 
.mitting  it,  and  ourselves,  to  the  invisible  protection  of  the  Lord  of 
hosts,  in  wiiose  name  we  were  met  together.  The  place  where  we 
.  convened  was  every  way  commodious,  it  was  a  green  and  pleasvit 
haugh  £ut  by  the  water  side.  The  commi^iion  tables  werie  spread 
on  the  green  by  the  water  side,  and  aroimd  them  the  people  had 
arranged  themselves  in  decent  order."  '/  From  Saturday  mornings 
when  the  work  began,"  says  Mr.  Blackadder,  "till  Monday  afternoon, 
we  suffered  not  the  least  molestation  or  affi*ont  from  enemies,  which 
af^eared  wonder^     We  desired  not  the  countenance  of  earthly 


*  With  respect  to  the  sucoeas  which  attended  Mr.  Welch,  In  presdiliis  te 
fospd,  a  hearer  of  his,  John  Stevenson,  at  the  time  a  ftrmer  in  DaSllj  pariah, 
gives  the  following  testimony,  from  hit  own  experience.  *'  In  1678,  I  heard  Mr. 
Welch  preach  tram  2  Cor.  r.  90.  <  We  pray  you,  in  Christ's  stead,  be  ys  reoeii. 
died  unto  God,'  hy  meana  of  which  I  was  made  to  sefe  my  infinite  need  of  re- 
conciliation, and  my  whole  heart  was  made  cheerfully  to  accept  of  Christ  en  his 
own  terms,  in  all  his  offices,  and  to  give  myself  to  the  Lord  In  a  perpetual  core- 
nant,  and  to  {ake  htm  as  giren  in  the  promise  to  be  my  Lord,  and  my  God.  I 
solemnly  called  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  thesun  and  the  Minister,  tobear  witnos 
that  I  had  beartOy  entered  into  this  everiasting  eovcnant  with  Christ." 
t  This  was  so  high  as  3,000  merks.     See  Wodrow,  IL  IS. 
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kings;  there  was  a  spiritual  and  diyine  majesty  shining  on  the 
work,  and  sensible  evidence  that  the  g^at  Master  of  assemblies  was 
present  in  the  midst.  It  was  indeed  the  doing  of  the  Lord,  who 
covered  us  a  table  in  the  wildemess,  in  presence  of  our  foes.  The 
ordinance  of  the  last  supper,  that  memorial  of  his  dying  lore,  till 
his  second  coming,  was  signally  countenanced  and  backed  with 
power  and  refreshmg  influence  from  above.  Blessed  be  Crod,  for 
be  visited  his  heritage  when  weary.  The  tables  were  served  by 
some  gentlemen,  and  persons  of  the  gravest  deportment.  Mr. 
Welch  preached  the  action  sermon,  and  served  the  two  first  tables, 
as  he  was  ordinarily  put  to  do,  upon  such  occasions.  The  table 
service  was  closed  by  Mr.  Welch,  with  solemn  thanksgiving ;  and 
solemn  it  was,  and  sweet  aiid  edifying,  to  see  the  gravity  and  com- 
posure of  all  present,  as  well  as  all  parts  of  the  service ;  all  the 
people  heartily  offering  up  their  gratitude,  and  praying  with  a  joy- 
ful voice,  to  the  Rock  of  their  salvation.  It  was  pleasant  as  the 
night  fell,  to  hear  their  melody  swelling  in  full  umson,  along  the 
hills.  There  were  two  long  tables,  and  one  short  one  across  the 
head,  with  seats  on  each  side.  About  a  hundred  sat  at  every  table, 
there  were  sixteen  tables  in  all,  so  that  about  three  thousand  two 
hundred  communicated  that  day.  Few  such  days  were  seen  in  the 
desolate  Church  of  Scothmd. 

The  next  place  at  which  Mr.  Welch  was  called  to  officiate  was 
at  a  communion  in  Irongray  parish,  during  the  summer  of  the  same 
year.  "  On  the  sabbath  morning,"  says  Mr.  Blackadder,  **ihe  con- 
gregation sat  down  oa  the  Whitehill  in  Irongray,  about  three  miles 
above  Dumfries.  The  meeting  was  very  numerous,  greater  than  that 
At  East-NeSbit,  there  being  more  gentlemen,  and  strangers  from 
hr  and  near  it.  Amot,  late  minister  of  Tongland,  lectured 
in  the  morning.  Mr.  Welch  preached  the  action  sermon  as  was 
his  ordinar.  The  rest  of  the  ministers  exhorted  and  took  their 
part  at  the  table  service.  The  whole  was  closed  in  the  evening 
without  disturbance.  It  was  a  cloudy  and  gloomy  day,  but 
the  heavy  clouds  retained  their  moisture,  and  did  not  break,  as 
it  were  to  accommodate  the  work.''  Towards  the  close  of  the 
service,  a  false  alarm  having  arisen,  the  people  gave  ample  proof  of 
their  zeal,  for  the  good  cause,  by  the  readiness  they  evinced  to  die 
in  its  defence.-=~As  a  point  of  prudence  no  intimation  was  given 
where  the  Monday's  work  was  to  be  kept.  The  tent  was  erected^ 
on  another  hill-side,  near  the  head  of  the  parish,  four  miles  from 
the  place  of  the  «d)bath  meeting.  The  people  seemed  nothing 
diminished ;  and  the  very  next  sabbath,  Mr.  Welch  collected  a  great 
multitude,  on  Dalscairth-hill,  in  the  parish  of  Troqneer,  and  the  next 
at  Glencaber,  in  Holywood,  and  preached  in  both  places.  Mr.  Welch« 
flibout  the  same  time,  kept  another  communion  near  Kiriccudbright. 
He  also  celebrated  a  communion  at  Colmonel,  in  Ayrshire ;  the  last 
he  observed  in  Scotland,  and  one  of  the  largest.  Many  came  to  it  in 
their  best  furniture,  and  posture  of  defence,  expecting  violence,  as 
the  comicil  had  got  notice  d  it.  There  were  a  great  many  ministen 
officiating,  and  considerable  apprehension  was  entertained,  but  all  the 
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people  dismissed  in  pesDe.  He  ^ras,  riiortly  iifter»  in^nted  to  Kilnuir-^ 
noeky  but  as  diey  had  an  indulged  minister  ^ere,  he  refbsed  to 
go.  Few  c^  them  went  to  parishes  where  the  indulged  were  net* 
tledy  for  thonffh  they  were  against  ttie  indulgenoey  yet  they  did 
not  wish  to  ttioW  their  senti^fents,  by  what  loolced  more  like  f 
provoking  biiiTado  than  an  edifying  testimony*  Besides,  the  peo- 
ple of  Kilmarnock  were  stiff,  and  would  not  alter  the  place  of 
meeting,  and  therefore  he  would  not  giro  ill  to  their  hnmour. 

Toif^irds  the  end  of  this  season,  the  disputes  regarding  separa- 
tion ^m  the  indulged  beginning  to  run  high  amongst  the  field 
preathers,  Mr.  Welch  engaged  in  several  unsnccessfy  Attempts  to 
allay  die  ferment,  by  counselUng  the  younger  and  more  riolent 
preachers  to  adopt  more  moderate  sentiments.  In  the  spring  of 
next  year,  he  renewed  his  ministerial  labours  in  the  fidd,  and  held 
A  contentide  at  Langside,  for  attending  which,  several  indiriduals, 
but  espechdly  Lady  Fleming  of  Fern,  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  wife  to 
the  then  prorost  of  Glasgow,  were  severely  fined. 

Hie  next  indmaiion  which  we  have  of  Mr.  Welch,  represents 
him  as  sent  for  by  his  insurgent  brethren  previous  to  the  battle  of 
Bodiwell  bridge,  and  as  arriving  with  a  considerable  nnmber  of 
troops  from  the  west.  With  respect  to  the  part  he  acted  on  this 
occasion,  different  individuals  according  to  their  particular  soiti- 
ments  will  be  inclined  to  hold  different  opinions.  Even  those,  how- 
ever, who  may  be  disposed  to  condemn  die  moderation  he  contend- 
ed for,  must  allow  that  his  conduct  was  dictated  by  the  purest  mo- 
tives, and  by  a  conscientious  desire  to  flirtherthe  cause  of  God  and 
of  truHi.  The  IreBUlt  unhappily  proved  that  it  was  also  character* 
toed  by  wisdom,  since  there  can  scarcely  be  a  doubt  that  the  divi- ' 
dons  wtiid^  in  vain  he  Mtempted  to  heal,  wei«  the  source  of  the  de- 
feat which  the  covenanters  experienced  on  that  eventful  day. 

After  this  Bifr.  Weldi  se^ms  to  have  retired  to  England ;  and 
the  following  notice  extiBcted  from  the  history  of  Kirkton,  ano» 
ther  of  his  Mlow  suffbrers,  may  serve  bodi  to  illustrate  his  character, 
ftnd  the  tobseqnent  events  of  his  life.  <<  He  was  a  godly,  medc, 
hnmble  than,  and  a  good  popular  preacher,  but  the  boldest  nndet^ 
bd^er  that  ever  I  knew  a  minister  in  Christ's  Church  old  or  late ; 
flMT  notwithstan^ttng  all  the  threfOenings  of  the  state,  the  great  price 
of  £500  set  upon  his  head,  the  spite  of  bishops,  the  dilig^ioe  of  a9 
blood  hounds,  he  maintained  his  difficult  task  of  preaching  upon 
the  monntains  of  Scotland  many  times  to  many  thousands,  ibt- 
near  twetttv  yeirs,  and  yet  was  kept  always  out  of  his  enemies* 
hand.*   It  is  well  known  tiiat  Uoody  daverhonse,  upon  intelligenoe 


*  In  refiiraontotliit  tfaa  foUowiof  Aoeedota,  which  thowi  it  the  nint  time  kit 
wonderful  Intrepidity  and  eelf-poeBevioD,  b  worthy  of  heln|(  noticed :  '*  Beii^ 
/fanned  with  nnreknttng  rl^nr,  he  ww  one  time  quite  at  a  lofts  where  to  go,  bat 
^l^endlng  en  Setttiah  hoepitaUty,  and  eepeoiaUf  en  the  preiMonea  of  God,  he  in 
m  evinii^  oaUad  al  the  home  of  a  gentlBmaa  of  known  hostitttjr  to  AeU  prnchcn^ 
and  to  hknaelf.  He  wa»  kUidly  ^neeeiy^d.  In  the  ootma  of  €#nv«rtation  Welch 
waa  mentioned,  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  hdd  of  him*  S^ya  the  Btrangar^  *  I 
know  where  he  b  to  preach  to-morrow,  and  will  give  you  him  by  the  hand.*    At 
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llMt  he  WW  lurUagf  in  some  secret  place,  wonUl  ride  feity  nules  m, 
ft  winter  night,  yet  when  he  came  to  the  place,  he  ahraya  miaaed 
haa  prey.  I  have  known  Mr.  Welch  iMe  three  days  add  two 
nights  without  sleep,  and  preach  npon  a  mountain  at  midnight  en 
one  pf  the  nights.  He  had  for  some  time  a  dwelling  house  near 
,  Tweedside,  and  sometimes  when  Tweed  was  strongly  frozen  the 
preiMshed  in  the  midst  of  the  river,  that  either  he  m%ht  shun  the 
offence  of  hoth  nations,  or  that  two  kingdoms  might  dispute  his 
crime  {  he  was  eminen^y  useful  on  the  borders.  He  used  to  say  to 
his  friends  who  counselled  him  to  be  more  wary,  that  he  beliered 
God  Would  preserve  him  as  long  as  he  oontinned  among  daagenj 
but  whenever  he  betook  himself  to  safety,  then  liis  lime  should 
come,  which  accordingly  came  to  pass,  for  after  Bothwell  in  1679, 
when  all  forsook  field  meetings,  he  went  to  London  and  there  died^ 
en  the  9th  of  January  1601.* 

He  was  honourably  buried  near  his  grandfiither.  He  puUished 
a  small  but  excellent  work  after  he  was  ejected,  entitled,  *  Direc- 
tions to  the  parish  of  Irongray.'  It  was  reprinted  at  Glasgow 
in  1769 ;  from  this  we  extract  a  few  hints  iOnstrative  of  his  charac- 
ter. 

^DxARLT  Beloved  Friends, 

^  As  the  great  consideration  of  the  account  that  I  have  to 
make  for  every  one  of  you,  at  the  bar  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in 
the  great  day  of  judgment,  has  made  me,  while  I  was  among  you, 
to  be  free  with  your  souls,  and  to  declare  to  you  the  whole  counsel 
of  God,  according  to  the  measure  of  light  and  grace,  that  he  hath 
given  me,  to  catechise,  and  visit  you  from  house  to  house,  to  take 
you  particularly  engaged  to  be  the  Lord's,  and  to  point  out  to 
every  one  your  hazard  and  danger,  and  to  encourage  you ;  I  say  as  the 
terror  of  the  Lord  did  persuade  me  to  this,  lest  I  liiould  be  found 
guilty  of  the  blood  of  any  of  your  souls ;  so  did  the  love  that  I 
carry  to  you,  and  the  affection  and  love  that  ye  did  bear  to  me,  con- 
strain me  to  do  all  that  I  did;  and  I  am  so  far  from  ruing  andre- 


thls  tbe  geotlemaii  waf  exceeding  gM»  and  tijoyed  tliecompany  of  his  guest  with 
grcftt  cordiality.  They  set  off  next  morning :  wlien  they  aniTed  at  the  coogrvga- 
tloo,  they  made  way  for  the  minister  and  also  tar  his  host.  He  desired  the  gen- 
tleman to  ait  dowB  on  the  chair,  where  he  stood  and  preadied.  During  the  ser- 
mon the  gentleman  sssmed  moch  atfaded.  At  the  dose  Mr.  Welch  gave  Um  his 
hand,  which  he  cheeHuUy  reoeived,  and  said,  *  Yoa  said  yoo  was  sent  to  apprehend 
rebels,  and  I  a  rebeOious  sinner  hare  been  apprehended  this  day.*  *' 

*  Id  token  of  the  deep  regret  which  this  erent  sxoked  amongst  his  frtends;  In 
Seotland,  we  quote  the  ftllowingpassa^  from  Blaekaddsr^s  Mcasofaps. 

Mr.  Blackadder  baring  at  the  reqaest  of  his  old  parishioners,  paid  then  a  risit 
at  Troqneer,  had  annoonoed  his  Intention  to  preach  to  them  on  tiie  fbBowlng 
sabbath.  The  place  tbatd  upon  tut  the  mseting,  was  Dalskaiffth,  and  a  rast 
assembly  from  Galloway,  Annandale,  and  MMhsdale,  inchidliig  almost  the  whols 
Sawn  «f  Domfriss,  were  colleeted  to  hear  him.  Prsrions  to  thie,  "  Ifacra  had 
been  some  report  of  Mr.  Welch's  nanoTal  cone  to  the  eoandry,  (tboogh  not  om^ 
tain),  bat  when  the  oountry  people  saw  the  minister  entering  the  pulpit,  whh 
m  mcondng  band  about  his  hat,  they  raised  a  heary  grsan,  and  serend  cried  out  of 
sorrow  for  some  Hme,  which  M4  ako  mudi  alfecS  him,  and  dM  secssloB  a  tttf 
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penting  any  pains  I  was  at  in  this  wvirk,  that  I  rather  find  ground . 
to  lament  ana  bewail  my  short  comings,  and  to  confess  before  the 
Lord,  I  have  not  been  half  so  serious  and  instant  with  you  for 
your  turning  to  God,  that  ye  might  live,  as  I  ought  and  might 
have  been,  and  that  I  have  not  so  considered  the  weight  of  your 
immortal  souls  as  I  ought  to  have  done.  Dear  friends,  ye  know 
that  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  we  are  put  under  a  necessity  either  to 
comply  with  episcopacy  contrary  to  our  covenanted  engagement,  or 
to  be  no  more  permitted  to  labour  amouff  you,  being  by  act  of 
council  banished  out  of  the  parish  and  presbytery ;  and  now  know- 
ing that  after  our  departure  grievous  wolves  enter  in  among  you, 
not  sparing  the  flock,  therefore  we  have  judged  it  our  duty,  to  leave 
you  diis  small  legacy  and  testimony  of  our  care  and  affection,  whidi 
IS  as  a  legacy  by  a  man  dead  in  law  as  to  his  office  among  you, 
and  all  tl^t  I  crave  is,  that  ye  would  accept  in  love  and  make  it 
your  own/** 


DONALD  CAR6ILL. 

Mr.  Caroill  seems  to  have  been  bom  about  Uie  yem*  1610.  He 
was  the  eldest  ten  of  a  most  resectable  family  in  the  parish  of 
Rattray.  After  having  been  some  time  at  school  in  Aberdeen,  he 
went  to  St.  Andre wsy  where,  having  finished  Ids  course  of  philoso- 
phy, he  was  pressed  by  his  father  to  study  divinity,  with  a  yiew  to 
the  ministry;  but  this,  through  tenderness  of  spirit,  he  refused, 
telling  his  &ther,  that  the  work  of  the  ministry  was  too  great  a 
burden  for  his  weak  shoulders ;  and  requesting  him  for  any  other 
employment  he  pleased.  But  his  fiitther  still  continuing  to  urge 
him,  be  resolved  to  set  apart  a  day  of  private  fieusting,  to  enquire 
the  Lord  8  mind.  And  after  much  wrestling  with  God,  by  prayer, 
Uie  third  chapter  of  Ezekiel,  and  chiefly  these  words  in  the  first 
yerse,  San  qf^  num^  eat  this  roily  and  go  speak  unto  the  house  cf 
Itrad^  made  a  strong  impression  upon  his  mind,  so  that  he  durst 
no  longer  refiise  his  Other's  desire,  but  dedicated  himsdf  to  the 
sacred  office. 


movioff  dSseottne,  hj  wj  of  preface. .  Ha  pot  them  in  miod  of  the  great  dayt  of 
the  gompei  they  had  enjoyed,  both  of  old  and  under  the  by  past  perMcaUon ;  that 
God  had  now  taken  hoine  some  of  the  moet  eminent  eervants  who  laboured  mort 
abundantly  than  many,  whom  now  their  eyei  should  see  no  more  in  this  world. 
Bat  withal,  he  told  th^em,  that,  the  liTing  Fountain  was  stfll  to  tho  fan,  wad 
pressed  them  to  improre  that  well,  especially  now  when  all  the  streams  were 
running  dry,  and  when  the  labourers  that  remained  on  the  field  were  iew,  lihe 
the  grapes  on  the  outermost  bouglis,  after  the  gleaning  of  the  Tintage.  After 
semiou  all  the  Irongray  people  came  about  him  to  oondola.'  He  took  them  kindly 
by  the  hand,  one  by  one,  and  promised  a  Tisit  to  their  parish ;  but  his  heart  be> 
log  orareliaiged  with  sorrow,  ha  could  offer  them  no  oomibrt  then.**  Crichton'a 
Ment.  of  Blaekadder,  p.  261. 

*  Mjc.  Welsh's  Directionsr  or  an  abridgment  of  them,  well  dasenre  to  be  printed 
MS  tnat ;  the  bstedition  was  puldished  by  Mr.  Bryo^  Glai«ow. 
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After  being  licensed,  he  obtained  a  oall  to  the  Barony  church  of 
•Glasgow.  It  was  so  ordered,  that  the  very  ^rst  text  tiie  presby- 
tery reqiured  him  to  preach  firom,  was  that  in  Ezeldel,  just  men- 
tioned,— a  circumstance  by  which  he  was  the  more  confirmed,  ihat 
he  had  God's  call  to  the  ministry.  The  parish  had  been  long  va- 
cant, from  two  ministers  of  the  resolution  party,  viz.  Messrs.  Young 
and  Blair,  having  opposed  the  settlement  of  such  men  as  had  been  * 
called  by  the  people.  In  reference  to  Mr.  Cargill's  call,  they  were  in 
God*s  providence,  bound  up  from  their  wonted  opposition.  Bat  Mr. 
Cargill  himself,  perceiving  the  unconcerned  behaviour  of  the  people 
under  the  preaching  of  the  Word,  was  so  much  discouraged,  diat  he 
resolved  to  return  and  not  accept  the  call,  saying,  they  were  a  rebel- 
lious people.  Some  of  the  ministers  solicited  hun  to  stay,  but  in 
vain.  But  when  the  horse  was  brought,  and  he  was  just  going 
to  begin  his  journey,  being  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Durham,  and  salut-^ 
ing  several  Christian  friends  that  came  to  see  him  away,  upon 
taking  frurewell  of  a  cerUun  godly  woman,  she  said  to  him,  "  Sir, 
you  have  promised  to  preach  on  Thursday,  and  have  you  appointed 
a  meal  for  poor  starving  people,  and  will  you  go  away  and  not  give 
it  ?  if  you  do,  ihe  curse*  of  God  will  go  with  you."  This  so  moved 
him,  that  he  durst  not  proceed  as  he  intended,  but  sitting  down,  he 
desired  her  and  others  to  pray  fcnr  him.  Thus  he  remained  and 
was  settled  in  that  ^parish,  where  he  continued'^to  raiercise  his 
minis^  with  great  success,  to  the  unspeakable  satisfiiction  botii  of  his 
own  people,  and  of  all  the  godly  that  heard  and  knew  him,  until 
Prelacy  was  restored  by  tb»  unhi^py  restoration  of  Charies  II. 

Upon  the  29th  of  May  following,  the  day  consecrated  as  a  com- 
memoration of  this  restoration,  he  had  occasion  to  preadi  in  his 
own  churdi,  it  h&ng  his  ordinary  week-day's  sermon,  and  seeing  ah 
unusual  dirong  of  people  who  came  to  hear  him,  thinking  he 
preached  in  compliance  with  that  solemnity,  upon  enteiing  the  pul- 
pit, he  said,  **  We  are  not  come  here  to  keep  this  day  upon  the  ac- 
count for  which  others  keep  it.  We  thought  once  to  have  blessed 
the  day,  wherein  the  King  csme  home  again,  but  now  we  think  we 
rinll  have  reason  to  curse  it ;  and  if  any  of  you  come  here  in  order 
to  the  solemnizing  of  thia  day,  we  desire  you  to  remove."  And, 
enlarging  upon  these  words  of  Hosea,  Eejoice  notj  O  I»rady  for 
/oy,  as  iSher  people^*  &c»  he  said,  ^*  This  is  die  first  step  of  our  gomg 
a-whoring  frx>m  God ;  and  whoever  of  the  Lord's  people  this  day  are 
rejoicing,  their  joy  will  be  like  die  crackling  of  thorns  under  a  pot, 
it  will  soon  be  turned  to  mourning  i  he  (meaning  the  King)  will  be  i 
the  woefuUest  sight  that  ever  the  poor  diurch  of  Scotland  saw ;  wo, 
wo,  wo  imto  him,  his  name  shall  stink  while  the  world  stands,  for 
treachery,  tyranny,  and  lechery." 

This  language  bighly  enraged  the  malignant  party  against  him ; 
BO  that  he  was  obliged  to  abscond,  remaining  sometimes  in  private 
houses,  and  sometimes  lying  all  night  without,  in  the  neighbour- 


•  Hoi.  ix.  I. 
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hooif  yeliwT^emittiiigaaypfoperoccteioncf  private  te^^ 
'Otiier  miaiiterbl  duties.     At  length,  when  the  dmrchee    were  ra- 
ciited  of  presbjteriaai  fay  the  aet  of  1662,  Middleton  sent  a  band  ^ 
of  loldien  to  apprehend  him,  who  oame  to  the  oknrdi  but  fbnnd ' 
him  not,  he  having  providentially  just  8tq>ped  oat  of  llie  one  door 
a  minute  before  they  came  in  at  the  other ;  upon  which  they  took 
the  keya  of  the  dinrdi  door  with  them,  and  departed. — In  the  mean- 
while tiie  Coundl  patsed  an  act  of  confinement,  banishing  him  to 
the  north  of  the  IViy,  under  penalty  of  being  imprisoned,  and  per- 
jtecnted  as  a  eeditions  person. — ^Bat  this  sentence  he  no  ways 
r^^arded. 

During  this  time,  partly  by  grief  for  the  mis  of  God's  work  in 
the  land,  and  pertiy  by  the  inconveniences  and  labonrs  to  whidi  he 
was  exposed,  his  voice  became  so  broken,  that  he  conM  not  be 
heard  by  many  together.  Tfais  was  a  sore  discouragement  to  him 
to  preaidi  in  die  fields ;  but  one  day  Mr.  Blackadder  coming  to 
preach  at  Glasgow,  he  essayed  to  preach  with  him,  and  stan&ig 
on  a  ohair,  as  his  custom  was,  he  lectured  on  Is.  xliv.  S.  /  wUi  pour 
waUr  on  him  thai  is  thirstyy  &e.  The  people  were  afraid,  knowing 
his  voice  to  be  broken,  lest  they  should  not  hear.  But  it  pleased 
the  Lord  to  restore  his  voioe  to  sudi  a  distinct  deamess,  that  none 
oould  easily  exceed  him ;  and  not  only  his  voice,  but  his  spirit  was 
so  enlarged,  and  sudi  a  door  of  utterance  given  him,  that  Mr. 
Blackadder,  on  succeeding  him,  said  to  the  people,  ^Ye  tiiat 
have  such  preaching,  have  no  need  to  invite  strangers  te  |M^each  to 
you ;  make  good  use  of  your  mercy."  After  this  he  continued  to 
preach  without  the  city,  a  great  multitude  attending  and  profitii^ 
by  hb  ministry,  being  wonderfully  preserved  in  tiie  midst  of 
dangers. 

In  Octeber,  1665,  the  enemy  made  search  for  him  in  the  city! 
But  he,  being  informed,  took  horse,  and  rode  out  of  town.  At  a 
narrow  pass  of  Ae  way,  he  met  a  good  number  of  musqueteera. 
As  he  passed  them,  turning  to  a  way  on  the  right  hand,  one  of 
them  asked  him,  "Sir,  what  o'clock  is  it?"  he  answered,  •"  It  ii 
six."  Another  of  them,  knowing  his  voice,  sud,  **  There  is  the 
man  we  are  seeking." — Upon  hearing  tiiis,  he  put  vpnn  to  hh 
horse,  and  escaped. 

FV>r  about  three  years,  he  usually  resided  in  the  house  of  Mar- 
garet Craig,  a  rery  godly  woman,  where  he  lectured  momu^  and 
evening  to  such  as  came  to  him.  And  though  they  searched 
strictiy  for  him  here,  yet  providence  so  ordered  it,  that  he  was 
eitiier  casually  or  pnrposdy  absent ;  the  Lord  was  often  so  gracious 
as  to  give  fann  some  notice  of  approadiing  haaard.  Hius,  one 
Sabbath,  going  to  Woodside  to  preach,  as  he  was  about  to  moont 
his  horse,  having  one  foot  in  the  stirrup,  he  turned  about  to  his 
man,  and  said,  *^  I  must  not  go  yonder  to-day." — And  in  a  litde  a 
party  of  the  enemy  came  thither  in  quest  of  him ;  but  missing  llie 
mark  they  aimed  at,  they  fell  upon  the  people,  and  apprehended 
several  of  them. 

Another  of  his  remarkable  escapes  was  on  a  search  made  for 
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lim  in  tfie  eity,  wherd  they  catne  to  his  diamber,  but  fdimd  him 
not,  he  being  proridenliiUj,  thitt  night,  in  anotiier  house. — ^Bnt 
what  is  most  remarkable,  being  one  day  preaching  privately  in  the 
honse  of  a  Mr.  Callmider,  they  came  and  beset  the  honse ;  and  the 
people  put  him  and  ano^er  into  a  window,  dosing  the  whidow  np 
with  books.  Had  they  removed  but  one  of  the  books,  they  wonld 
certainly  have  fonnd  him.  But  the  Lord  ordered  diat  they  did  it 
not ;  for  as  one  of  the  soldiers  was  about  to  take  np  one  of  them, 
the  nuud  eried  to  the  commands,  that  he  was  going  to  take  her 
master^s  books,  and  he  was  ordered  to  let  them  be. — So  narrowly 
did  lie  escape  this  danger. 

Thus  he  continued  till  the  23d  of  November  1668,  when  the 
Comidl,  upon  information  of  a  breach  of  his  confinement,  cited  him 
to  appear  before  them  on  the  11th  of  January  thereafiter.  Being 
l^prehended  and  brought  before  the  Council,  he  was  strictly  ex- 
amined, and  in  this  examination  was  most  singularly  strengthened 
to  bear  faithful  testimony  to  his  Master's  honour,  and  his  perse- 
cuted cause  and  truths ;  yet  by  the  interposition  of  some  persons  of 
quality,  his  own  fiiends,  and  his  wife's  relatives,  he  was  dismissed ; 
and  having  presently  returned  to  Glasgow,  there  performed  all  the 
ministerial  unties,  as  when  in  his  own  church,  notwitlistanding  the 
dil^ence  of  persecuton  in  again  searching  for  him.  Next  year,  we 
find,  that  upon  his  supplication  to  that  effect,  he  was  released  from 
the  order  for  his  confinement  beyond  the  Tay,  on  binding  himself 
**  not  to  reside  in  Glasgow  upon  any  occasion  whatever,  nor  in  the 
town  of  Edinburgh  and  suburbs  thereof,  without  warrant  from  the 
Lords  of  Session  and  Exchequer."* 

Immediately  previous  to  the  battle  of  Bothwell,  notwithstanding 
all  the  searches  that  were  made  for  him,  and  they  were  both  strict 
and  'frequent,  he  preadied  pubHdy  for  eighteen  Sabbath  days  to 
multitudes,  consisting  of  several  thousands,  within  little  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Glasgow,  and  yet  without  interruption. 

At  Bothwell,  being  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  seeing  notliing  but 
present  death  for  him,  having  received  several  dangerous  wounds  in 
the  head,  one  of  the  soldiers  adced  his  name ;  he  told  him  it  was 
Donald  Cargill ;  another  asked  him,  if  he  was  a  minister  ?  He 
answered,  he  was ;  whereupon  they  let  him  go.  When  his  wounds 
were  examined,  he  feared  to  ask  if  they  were  mortal,  desiring,  in 
enbmiraion  to  God,  to  live,  and  judgbg  that  die  Lord  had  yet  fur- 
ther work  for  him. 

Some  time  after  the  battle,  he  was  pursued  flrom  his  own  cham- 
ber oitt  of  town.  But  he  was  no  sooner  out  than  he  saw  a  troop 
of  dragoons  just  opposite  to  him ; — ^back  he  could  not  go,  soldiers 
being  posted  every  where  to  take  him ;  upon  wiiich  he  went  for- 
ward near  by  the  troop,  who  looked  to  him,  and  he  to  them,  until 
he  got  past.  On  coming  to  the  place  of  the  water  at  which  he 
intended  to  go  over,  he  saw  another  troop  standing  on  the  other 


•  Wodrow,  I.  313. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


396  SCOTS  WORTHIES. 

tide,  who  called  to  him,  but  he  made  no  antwer.  And  going  abont 
a  mile  up  the  water,  he  escaped,  and  preached  next  SaUnlh  at 
Langside,  without  interruption*  At  another  time,  being  in  a  honae 
beset  with  soldiers,  he  went  through  the  midst  of  them,  they  think- 
ing he  was  the  goodman  of  the  house. 

About  this  time,*  he  fell  into  deep  exercise  of  mind  anent  his 
call  to  the  ministry;  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  he  soon  after 
emerged  out  o£  it,  and  also  got  much  light  anent  the  duty  of  the 
day,  being  a  faithful  contender  against  the  sinful  compliance  of 
ministers  in  accepting  the  indulgence. 

There  was  also  about  this  time,  in  Rutherglen,  a  certain  woman 
who,  from  some  domestic  occurrences,  was  brought  under  sad  exer- 
cises and  desertion ;  so  that  she  was  led  to  question  her  interest  in 
Christ,  was  often  tempted  to  destroy  herself,  and  even  sundry  times 
attempted  it.  Being  before  known  to  be  an  eminent  Christian,  she 
was  visited  by  many,  but  without  success ;  still  crying  out  she  was 
undone ;  that  she  had  denied  Christ,  and  he  had  denied  her.  After 
continuing  a  long  time  in  thb  state,  she  cried  out  for  Mr.  Cargill, 
who  came ;  but  for  several  visits  was  obliged  to  leave  her  as  he 
found  her,  to  his  no  small  grief.  However,  after  setting  apart  some 
days  on  her  behalf,  he  came  again ;  but  finding  her  still  rejecting 
all  comfort,  still  crying  out,  that  she  had  no  interest  in  the  mercy 
of  €rod,  or  merits  of  Christ,  but  had  sinned  the  unpardonable  sin  ; 
he,  looking  in  her  face  for  a  considerable  time,  took  out  his'  Bible, 
and  naming  her,  said,  "  I  have  thb  day  a  commission  from  my  Lord 
and  Master,  to  renew  the  marriage  contract  betwixt  you  and  him ; 
and  if  ye  will  not  consent,  I  am  to  require  your  subscription  on  this 
BiUe  that  you  are  willing  to  quit  all  right,  interest  in,  or  pretence 
unto  him :"  and  then  he  offered  her  pen  and  ink  for  that  purpose. 
She  was  silent  for  some  time ;  but  at  last  exdaimed,  **  0  /  salwUkm 
is  come  unto  this  house.  I  take  him ;  I  take  him  on  his  own  terms, 
as  he  is  offered  unto  me  by  his  faithful  ambassador.**  From  that, 
time  her  bands  were  loosed. 

One  time  Mr.  Cargill,  Mr.  Smith,  and  some  other  friends,  being 
met  in  a  fnend*s  house  in  Edinburgh,  one  of  the  company  told 
him  of  the  general  bonding  of  the  Western  gentlemen  for  sup- 
pressing field  meetings,  and  putting  all  out  of  dieir  grounds  who 
frequented  them.  After  sitting  silent  for  some  time,  he  answered 
with  many  sighs  and  groans,  *^  The  enemy  have  been  long  filUng  up 
their  cup ;  and  ministers  and  professors  must  have  time  to  fill  up 
theirs  aLso ;  and  it  shall,  not  be  full  till  their  enemies  and  they  be 
clasped  in  one  another's  arms ;  and  then,  as  the  Lord  lives,  he  will 
bring  the  wheel  of  his  wrath  and  justice  over  them  altogether." 

Some  time  after  the  b^^ning  of  Uie  year  1680,  he  retired  to- 
ward the  Firth  of  Forth,  where  he  continued  until  the  scuffle  at 


*  It  ftppean  that  it  wm  about  this  time  h€  reaoWed  to  go  over  to  Hcdlaiid,  but 
we  have  no  certain  aooount  what  time  he  staid  there;  from  the  leqnel  of  the  fol- 
lowinf  narratiTei  It  ooald  not  be  long. 
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Queensferry,*  where  worthy  Haughhead  was  killed,  and  le  hhn- 
self  wounded.  Bat,  escaping  from  thenoe,  a  certain  woman  found 
him  at  the  south  of.  the  town,  and  tying  up  his  wounds,  eendnct^ 
him  to  the  house  of  Robert  Puntens,  in  Oarlowrie,  where  a  surgeon 
dressed  them,  and  where  he  reposed  in  their  barn  all  night.  From 
thence  he  went  to  the  south,  and  next  Sabbath  maohed  at  Cairn- 
hill,  near  Loudon,  notwithstanding  his  wouuds;  for  no  danger 
ooidd  stop  him  from  going  about  doing  good.  His  text  was  in 
Heb.  xi.  32.  And  tohat  shall  I  more  say y  far  Hme  would  fail  me  to 
tell  €f  Gideony  &c.  At  night,  some  persons  said  to  him,  We  think. 
Sir,  preadiii^  and  praying  ^o  best  with  you  when  your  danger  and 
distress  are  greatest.  He  said,  it  had  been  so,  and  he  hoped  it 
woold  stUl  be  so^  that  the  more  his  enemies  thrust  at  him,  the  more 
sensibly  l)ie  Lord  had  helped  him;  and  then  he  repeated. the 
words, — The  Lord  is  my  strength  and  song^  cmd  has  become  my  sal- 
vation, — in  the  118th  Psalm,  which  was  the  Psalm  he  sung  jxftm 
the  scaiFold. 

After  this,  he  and  Mr.  Cameron  met  and  preached  together  ia 
Darmeid-muir,  and  other  places,,  until  Mr.  Cameron's  death  at  Airi^ 
moss,  and  then  he  went  to  the  north,  where,  at  the  Torwood,  near 
Stirling,  in  the  month  of  Sq>tember  following,  he  had  a  most  numerous 
meeting.  Here  it  was,  he  pronounced  the  sentence  of  exoommunicar 
tion>  against  some  of  the  most  violent  persecutors  of  that  day,  and  the 
king  among  the  rest.  Previous  to  this,  it  is  said,  he  was  very  re- 
mote in  his  walk,  and  spoke  very  little  in  company ;  only  to  some 
he  ssud,  he  had  a  tout  to  give  with  the  trumpet  tbAt  the  Lord  had 
put  in  his  hand,  which  would  sound  in  the  ears  of  many  in  Britain, 
and  other  places  in  Europe.  It  is  said,  that  nobody  knew  what 
he  was  to  do  that  morning,  except  Mr.  Smith,  to  whom  he  impart- 
ed the  thoughts  of  his  heart.  In  ^  forenoon  he  lectured  on  Ecek. 
xxi.  25,  &c  and  preached  on  1  Cor.  v«  13.  and  then  having  dis- 
coursed some  time  on  the  nature  of  exoummunioation,  he  proceeded 
to  the  sentence  :f  after  which,  in  the  afternoon,  he  preached  from 
Lam.  iii.  31,  32.  For  the  Lord  will  not  cast  off  for  ever. 

The  next  Lord  s  day,  he  preached  at  Fallow-hill,  in  the  parish  of 
Livingstone.  In  the  prefiMse,  he  said,  "  I  know  I  am  and  will  be 
condemned  by  many,  for  excommunicating  those  wicked  men,  but 
condemn  me  who  will,  I  know  I  am  approved  of  by  Crod,  and  am 
persuaded,  that  what  I  have  done  on  earth,  is  ratified  in  heaven ; 


•  See  Hfa  of  Haughhead. 
t  The  nature  and  form  of  this  sentence  is  perhaps  unknown  to  some  of  our 
readers — we  shall  therefore  sutjoin  a  short  abstract  of  it,  as  pronounced  on  the 
ahore  occasion.  «  X,  heing  a  minister  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  having  authority  and 
power  from  him,  do,  in  his  name  and  by  his  Spirit,  excommunicate,  cast  out  of 
the  true  church,  and  deliTer  up  to  Satan,  Charles  the  Second,  King,"  &e.  upon 
thesp  grounds—"  1.  His  high  mocking  of  God.  2.  His  great  peijury.  a  Hit 
rescinding  all  laws  for  ertabllshing  the  reformation.  4.  His  commanding  armlea 
to  destroy  the  Lord's  people.  5.  His  being  an  enemy  to  true  protestants.  0.  Hh 
gnuDting  remissions  and  pardons  for  murderen.  7*  For  his  adultCHes,*'  fto.  Sea 
Hind  Let  Loose,  p.  170. 
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for,  if  erdr  I  knew  ihe  BUHd  of  God,  aad  was  dene  m  my  call  to 
any  piece  of  my  work,  it  was  that.*  And  I  shall  gire  yon  two 
signs,  that  ye  may  know  I  am  in  no  delusion ;  1«^  If  some  of  these 
men  do  not  find  that  sentenoe  binding  npoa  them,  ere  they  go  off 
the  stage,  aad  be  obliged  to  codfess  it,  and,  2<%,  If  they  dibs  the  or. 
dinary  death  of  men ;  then  Ood  hath  not  spoken  by  Bie.f 

On  the  22d  of  October  following,  a  long  and  seviere  proclamation 
was  issued  against  hSm  and  his  ft^wers,  wherein  a  reward  ci  5000 
merks  was  offiBred  for  apprehending  him. — Next  month,  Govemor 
Middleton,  having  been  Bnstrated  in  his  design  upon  him  at  Queens- 
£HTy,  laid  another  plot  for  hinL  He  employed  for  tliis  purpose, . 
one  James  Henderson  in  Ferry,  who,  by  forging  letters,  in  name  of 
Mr.  Adam  of  Culross,  and  other  serious  Christians  in  Fife,  invited 
Mr.  CargiU  to  eome  and  preach  to  than  at  the  hill  of  Beith.  With 
these  letters,  he  went  to  Edinburgh,  and,  after  a  most  diligent 
search,  fonnd  him  in  the  West  Bow.  ^Ir,  Cargill  being  wUlmg  to 
answer  the  call,  Henderson  proposed  to  go  before,  and  have  a  boat, 
ready  at  the  Ferry,  and  that  he  might  know  th^ft,  he  derared  to  see 
Mr.  OsrgiU's  ckNfches,  Mr.  Skeen  nod  Mr.  Boig  beii^  in  the  same 
room,  in  the  ncm  tuoM  he  had  Middleton's  s^diers  lying  at  ^ 
Motton-hole,  abont  three  miles  finem  Edinburgh,  hfr,  Skeen,  Archi- 
bald Stnart,  Mrs.  Mnir,  and  Marion  Hervey,  took  the  way  be- 
fore, on  foot :  Mr.  GaigiU  and  Mr.  Boig  being  to  follow  on  horse- 
bock.  Whenerer  they  came  to  the  pli^  tiie  soldiere  spied  them ; 
bnt  Mm.  Minir  hairiag  escaped  went  .and  stopped  Mr.  Cargill  aad 
Mr.  Boig,  who  fled  Wdc  to  Edinbuigh. 

After  this  remarkaUe  deiiTerance,  Mr.  'Caigiy,  eeeing  nothing 
for  him  bat  treachery  and  tyranny,  retired  £^  aoont  three  months  to 
England,  wheoe  the  Lard  blessed  his  labours  to  the  conYiction  and 
edification  of  many.  It  wsas  dnrii^  his  absence  that  the  sect  of 
Oibites  arose,  so  called  finom  John  Gib  'H  sailor  m  Bonrowstoramess, 
who  with  ottnr  throe  many  «nd  twenty-six  womeny  Tented  and 


*  Notwithstanding  Hbh  strong  laognagv  wMch,  we  luvre  ao  doiald,  effu'i—  tb* 
actuid  atate  of  his  feeUngs  on  the  suitfect,  tfcie  etaf  of  CaiYlll*e  has  beoa  very^ooe. 
ndly  and  pednps  JwUy  oondeanaed,  and  that  too  aT«n  hj  the  auKt  decidad  adr*- 
oates  for  Presbyterian  discipline.  The  judicious  aad  faithful  Wodrow  pronaonoea 
it  to  be  <*  plainly  disagreeable  to  the  rules  of  the  Chyrdi  of  Scotland.**  He  fio^ 
ther  declares  in  consistency  with  the  abore  narrative  tiiat  Mr.  CTaigfQ  was  per-', 
fectly  alone  in  thia  ^nuoter — ^that  it  was  approTed  at  the  thne  by  none  bat  hia 
own  immediate  followers,  who  now  set  up  themselyea  in  distinction  .to  tiie  atber 
Presbyterians  in  Scotland,  and  therefore  ha  argues  that  it  cannot:^ be  any  good 
ground  for  reproach  and  obloquy  being  cast  upon  the  Scottish  church,  ftumt  tba 
principlas  for  which  as  a  whole  it  had  suffered  so  much. 

f  Hie  first  of  these  was  clearly  rerified,  in  the  case  of  Lord  Kotbea,  aod  tha 
aecend  aras  ▼erified,  in  the  remembranoe  of  some  yet  alive.  Every  person  known 
that  Charlea  II.  waa  poisoned.  His  brother,  the  Duke  of  Yorlr,  died  at  St. 
Oermain's  in  fiance.  The  Duke  of  Monmouth  was  exeeuted  at  London.  Tha 
Ihike  of  Rothes  died  saving  under  the  dreadful  terror  of  that  senteoe^  Sir 
Geoiy  M*Keazie  died  at  London,  and  all  the  passages  of  his  body  nmning  blood. 
General  Dalaiel  died  with  a  glMs  of  wine  at  his  mouth*  in  perfect  btalth.  Sea 
Walker*s  Remarks,  p.  10. 
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itwintMiwid  the  «o«t  strai^  dehiii^af.  UfKMi  Us  Totom  he  vtm  at 
no  small  pains  to  reclaim  tbeoi,  kit  with  little  suceess.  They  were 
shortly  after  this  aU  taken  aiMl  imprisoned  in  the  tolbooth  of  £din« 
hur^  After  a  confecenoe  with  them  at  Dangarel,  in  Cambiisa&-^ 
than  parish^  Mr.  Gttgill  came  and  preaohed  namt  Sabhath  at  Under-* 
bank  wood,  bebw  Lanack,  and  from  thenoe  he  went  to  Loudonr 
hilly  where  he  pK«nofaed  npon  the  Stix  of  Mjsy»  being  «  fiut.  Uj&re 
h0  intended  4»ijly  to  hsnre  preached  oDce^  and  to  have  baptised  some 
chaMren.  H»  text  waa»  Verify  I  say  tm$0  pou^  ihai  ye  which  have 
fMnotd  me  in  the  re^enertOiimf  &C..*  When  sermon  was  orer,  and 
tike  ditidren  baptized,  mone  children  weve  brong^  so  that  his 
friends  pressed  him  to  preach  in  the  afternoon^  This  he  did,  from 
tiiese  words,  Wetp  not  for  me^  &e.f  In  the  mesa  while  the  enemy 
nt  Glasgow  getting  netioe  of  this  meetings  'Seved  ail  the  horses 
nheat  town,  and  moented  in  ^est  of  him ;  yea,  such  was  their 
haste,  liiat  one  of  the  soldiers,  who  happened  to  be  behind,  riding 
fnriouriy  down  Stockwell  Street,  rede  orer  a  child  and  killed  her 
on  the  epot.  Jnst  as  Mr.  CargiU  was  praying  at  the  does  of  the 
service,  a  lad  iqsprized  them  of  the  onesny's  appreech.  They  hav- 
ing no  sentinds  as  was  their  ordinary,  were  eniprised,  so  that  aome 
who  had  been  at  Pentland,  Bethwell,  AinMnoss,  and  in  other  dan- 
gers, were  move  than  ever  seised  widi  fear.  In  this  confiisien  Mr. 
CSai^  was  nmaing  straight  on  4he  «aemy ;  hat  some  of  his  friends 
stopped  him  and  h^d  hm  to  tSie  mess,  to  whidi  .they  fled,  llie 
dnuooas  fired  hand,  bat  none  of  then  wece  •either  kiHed  or  taken.' 
Frcsn  London-hill  Ifir.  Oaigitt  took  a  tonr  thron|^  Aymhice  to 
Galloway,  preachii^  haptiaing,  and  mairyii^^  aoaae  peefJe,  bat 
ataid  not  long  till  he  returned  to  Clydesddb.  One  day  after  hisre- 
twn,  he  designed  to  ham  psvachedat  Tinte-hill,kit  the  Lady  of  St. 
John*s  Kirk  gare  it  out  to  be  at  Home  common*  He  being  in  the 
honse  of  John  Liddel,  near  Tinto,  went  oat  to  spend  the  sahbalh 
mnming  by  himsetf :  and  seeing  the  people  all  passing  by,  he  in- 

auired  the  reason ;  which  being  told,  he  rose  and  followed  them  to 
lie  place,  aboot  five  miles  off.  Tlie  morning  being  warm,  and  the 
hei|^  steep,  he  was  y^gnj  mndb  faligBed  heifose  he  got  there,  where 
a  man  gave  him  a  drink  of  water  ant  af  hb  bonnet*  and  this  was 
the  best  entertaiBBDeait  he  got  ^at  day,  fer'he  had  tasted  nothing  in 
themoniiag.  iieve  he  lectared  on  the  6th  of  Isaiah,  and  preached 
on  these  words,  Be  not  highrminded^  btitfear^  &C.X  From  Uieaoe  he 
went  to  Fi^B,  Imptized  many  chUdren,  preached  one  day  at  Daven 
common,  and  then  returned  to  the  Benry-Bridge  in  €amhn$aethea, 
where  he  reeebed  a  csil  at  the  hands  of  two  men>  ilo  go  back  to 
Oalloway,  ^ot  oonkl  not  answer  it. 

Mr.  Oargill  had  run  fast  towards  his  end,  which  now  hastened 
i^ace.  Having  left  the  Benry-bridge,  he  preadied  a  day  at  Anchingil- 
loch,  and  then  came  to  Dnnqrre  cennnen,  be^aneen  Clydesdale  and 


\  Bom.  >L  1B0. 
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Lothian^  where  lie  delhrered  hit  last  «ennon  opon  tliAt  text,  Iga. 
xxri  20.    Come  my  people,  and  enter  into  your  duanbere,  Src 

Some  time  that  night,  through  the  penmasion  of  Messrs.  South 
and  Boig,  he  went  with  the  Lady  of  St.  John's  Kirk,  as  fiu*  as  Co- 
vington mill,  to  the  honse  of  one  Andrew  Fisher.  In  the  mean 
time,  James  Irrine  of  Bonshaw,  haying  got  a  general  commissioii, 
marched  with  a  party  of  dn^oons  from  Kilbride,  and  next  morning^ 
by  sun  rise-came  to  St.  John's  Kirk,  and  having  seardied  it,  he 
searched  also  the  honse  of  one  Thomson,  and  thta  came  to  Coving- 
ton mill,  where  he  apprehended  him,  with  his  two  companions.  On 
finding  them  he  exdamied,  <<  O  blessed  Bonshaw ;  and  blessed  day 
that  ever  I  was  bom  I  that  has  found  snch  a  prise  I  a  prise 
of  5000  meiks  for  apprehending  of  him  this  morning  I"  They 
were  marched  hard  to  Lanark,  and  put  into  jail,  until  they  got  some 
refreshment.  They  then  brought  diem  out  in  haste,  got  hmrses  and 
set  them  on  tiieir  Imre  backs.  Bonshaw  tied  Mr.  Cargill's  feet  be- 
low the  horse's  belly,  with  his  own  hand,  very  hard ;  at  whidi  he 
'looked  down  to  him,  and  said,  <^  Why  do  you  tie  me  so  hard,  yonr 
ifi4dcedness  is  great  Yon  will  not  long  escape  the  just  judgment 
of  God ;  and,  if  I  be  not  mistaken,  it  will  seize  you  in  this  very 
place ;"  a  prediction  which  accordingly  came  to  pass  next  year. 

They  forthwith  came  to  Glasgow  in  great  haste,  fearing  a  rescue 
of  the  prisoners :  and.  while  waiting  at  the  tolbooth  till  the  magis- 
trates came  to  receive  them,  one  John  Nisbet,  the  Archbishop's  fiM>- 
tor,  said  to  Mr.  Cargill  in  ridicule,  three  times  over,  *'  Will  you  give 
'us  one  word  more  f*  (alluding  to  an  expression  he  used  sometimes 
when  preachmg) ;  to  whom  Mr,  Cargill  said  in  repljj^  **  Modk  not, 
lest  your  bands  be  made  strong^  The  day  is  coming,  when  yon  shaU 
not  have  one  word  to  say,  though  you  would."  This  sIm  came 
quickly  to  pass ;  for,  not  many  days  after,  he  fell  suddenly  ill,  and 
for  three  days  his  tongue  swdled,  so  that  though  most  earnest  to 
speak,  he  cc^d  not  command  one  word^  and  died  in  great  torment 
and  terror. 

From  Glasgow  they  were  taken  to  Edinburgh,  and,  July  15di, 
were  brought  before  the  CovmciL  Chancellor  Rothes  (beii^  one  of 
those  whom  he  excommunicated  at  Torwood)  raged  against  Mr. 
Cargill,  threatening  him  with  torture  and  a  violent  death.  To  him 
he  said,  <'  My  Lord  Rothes,  fjrbear  to  threaten  me,  for  die  whit 
death  I  will,  your  eyes  shall  not  see  it" — This  also  came  to  pass; 
for  he  died  the  morning  of  that  day,  in  the  afternoon  of  which  Mr. 
Cargill  was  executed.* 

When  before  the  Council,  he  was  asked,  if  he  acknowledged  Uie 
King's  authority  ?  he  answered,  that  as  die  magistrate's  anthori^ 


•  In  wbUerer  li^t  this  event  mftybercfarded,  the  feUowincdelelk  respecting  it 
may  perhaps  be  intereating  to  the  reader.  «  When  Rothee  found  himaelf  dying» 
he  lent  for  tome  of  Jiia  Lady's  ministers,  for  the  Dutdieai  of  Rothes  was  a  pre*, 
byterlan.  Accordingly  he  had  the  assistance  of  John  Carstdrs  and  Ge«»rge  John- 
stone, both  presbyterian  dergymen.  They  spoke  with  plainness  and  firmntas  to 
the  dying  Duke.     Th^y  described  with  freedom  the  wickedness  he  had  done. 


^: 
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va»  then  egtabliahed  by  act  of  parliament,  and  ^zplaaatopy  act,  he 
denied  the  same.  Being  also  exanuned  anent  the  excommunication 
at  Torwood,  he  dedinod  to  answer,  as  being  an  ecdetiastical  matter, 
and  they  n  ciTil  judicatory.  He  owned  the  lawfidness  of  defensiye 
anns,  in  oases  cf  necessity,  and  denied  that  those  who  fought  at 
BothveU  were  rdi>els.  Being  interrogated  anmtt  the  Sanquhar 
Declaration,  he  declined  to  give  his  judgmmit  until  he  had  more 
time  io  consider  the  contents  thereof.  He  further  declared,  he 
eonld  not  give  his  sense  of  the  killing  of  the  Bidiop ;  but  that  the 
scriptures  say,  upon  the  Iiord's  giring  a  call  to  a  private  man  to  kill 
he  might  do  it  law&Uy ;  and  gave  the  instances  of  Jael  and  Phinefaas. 
These  were  the  most  material  points  on  which  he  was  examinedr* 

While  he  was  in  prison,  a  gendewomaii  who  came  to  Tisit  him, 
toU  him,  weqnng,  ^  That  hu  heaTennlaring  enemies  were  con- 
trtving  a  most  liokmt  death  for  him ;  some,  a  barrel  with  pikes  to 
vett  Vaa  in ;  oihen  an  iron  chair  red  hot,  to  set  him  in,"  Sec*  But 
he  said,  *^  Let  you  nor  none  a£  the  Lord's  people  be  troubled  for 
these  things,  for  all  that  they  will  get  liberty  to  do  to  me,  will  be 
to  knit  ma  np,  cut  me  down,  and  chop  off  my  old  head,  and  then 
fiure  diem  well ;  Atf  have  done  with  me,  and  I  with  them  for 


He  was  again  brought  before  the  Coamxl  on  tike  19th,  but  re- 
fnaed  to  answor  their  questions,  exeept  anent  the  exoommnnication. 
There  was  n  motion  then  made  to  spare  him,  being  an  eld  man,  and 
to  send  him  a  prisoner  to  die  Bass  for  Uh.  Tlds  being  pat  to  a 
vote,  was  rejected  by  the  castii^  Tote  of  the  Eari  of  Rothes^  who 
doomed  him  to  the  gallows,  there  to  die  like  a  traitor. 

Upon  die  26th  he  was  brou^  before  the  jusdeiary,  and  indicted 
ha  common  form.  His  confession  being  produced  in  evidence 
against  him,  he  was  brought  in  guilty  of  high  treaison,  and  con- 
demned, with  the  rest,  to  be  hanged  at  the  cross  of  Bdinbargh,  and 
his  head  placed  on  the  Nedier  Bow.  When  they  came  te  these 
words  in  his  indictment,  hearing  cast  of  aii  fear  of  God,  drc  he 
caused  die  deric  to  stop,  and  pointing  to  the  Advocate,  Sir  George 
M'Kensie,  said,  "*  Hie  man  that  hath  caused  that  paper  to  be  drawn 
■p,  hadi  done  it  contrary  to  the  light  of  his  own  eonacieaBe,  for  he 
looweth  that  I  have  been  a  fearer  of  God  from  my  infancy ;  bat 
dttt  man,  I  say,  who  to^  the  Holy  Baiktm  in  his  hand,  and  said,  *  it 


Itollifi  nSd  Co  CMsteift,  "  w«  afl  thoi^t  Httie  of  wbat  thatt  aaan  Cmi^  4M  in 
wMiWnnHHwciting  ui,  bnt  I  And  diet  aoateaeo  hindiag  vpoa  vm  nctff,  and  it  will 
Mad  to  eternity.** 

Johnstone  waa  aaked  to  pnj.  While  be  prayed  aeyend  noblemen  and  prelates 
Were  listening  in  a  neighbouring  apartment.  A  nobleman  said  to  one  of  the 
Blahops,  "  That  must  be  a  presbyterian  minister  who  is  praying.  Deil  ane  o* 
fotccaa'  pray  as  the^  do— No  tiioagh  it  were  to  keep  a  aoul  from  heB.*' 

Sane  of  tftie  aoUeaivi  were  much  affected.  The  Dake  of  HaiaBten  ni4-^ 
**  We  haniah  thoe  men  frma  as,  yet  when  we  come  to  die  we  4aUl  for  thern^* 
This  is  melaDchoIy  work!**  See  Lights  and  Shadows  of  Scottl^  ckaiacter, 
p.  208-^9. 

*  See  hie  «zaalaation,  Sec.  at  Urge  in  Wodr6W*s  Hist  voi  it  p.  164. 
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would  never  be  well  with  the  land,  until  that  book  was  destroyed^' 
I  say,  he  is  the  man  that  hath  cast  off  all  fear  of  Grod."  The  Ad- 
vocate stormed  at  this,  but  could  not  deny  its  truth. 

When  their  sentence  was  announced  by  sound  of  trumpet,  he 
said,  "  That  is  a  weary  sound,  but  the  sound  of  the  last  trompel 
will  be  a  joyful  sound  to  me,  and  all  that  will  be  found  having  oa 
Christ's  righteousness." 

Being  come  to  the  scaffold,  he  stood  with  his  back  to  the  ladder, 
and  desired  the  attention  of  the  numerous  spectators ;  and  after 
singing  from  the  16th  verse  of  the  118th  psalm,  he  began  to  speak 
to  three  sorts  of  people ;  but  being  interrupted  by  the  drum,  he 
said,  with  a  smiling  countenance,  "  Ye  see  we  have  no  liberty  to 
speak  what  we  would,  but  God  knoweth  our  hearts."  As  he  pro- 
ceeded, he  was  again  interrupted.  Then,  again,  after  a  little  pause 
or  silence,  he  began  to  exhort  the  people ;  and  to  show  his  own 
comfort  in  laying  down  his  life,  under  the  assurance  of  a  blessed 
eternity,  expressing  himself  in  these  words,  "  Now,  I  am  as  sure  of 
my  interest  in  Christ,  and  peace  with  God,  as  all  within  this  Bible 
and  the  Spirit  of  God  can  make  me  ;  and  I  am  fully  persuaded,  that 
this  is  the  very  way  for  which  I  suffer,  and  that  he  will  return 
gloriously  to  Scotland ;  but  it  will  be  terrifying  to  many :  therefore, 
I  entreat  you,  be  not  discouraged  at  the  way  of  Christ  and  the 
cause  for  which  I  am  to  lay  down  my  life,  and  step  into  eternity, 
where  my  soul  shall  be  as  full  of  him  as  it  can  desire  to  be ;  and 
how  this  is  the  sweetest  and  most  glorious  day  that  ever  mine  eyes 
did  see.  Enemies  are  now  enraged  against  the  way  and  people  of 
God,  but  ere  long  they  shall  be  enraged  one  against  another,  to 
their  own  confusion."  Here  the  drums  beat  a  third  time.  Then 
setting  his  foot  on  the  ladder,  he  said,  "  The  Lord  knows  I  go  on 
this  ladder  with  less  fear,  and  perturbation  of  mind,  than  ever  I 
entered  the  pulpit  to  preach." — \^lien  up,  he  sat  down,  and  sxud, 
"  Now  I  am  near  the  getting  of  the  crown,  which  shall  be  sure,  fbr 
which  I  bless  the  Lord,  and  desire  all  of  you  to  bless  him,  that  he 
hath  brought  me  here,  and  made  me  triumph  over  devils,  men,  and 
sin.  They  shall  wound  me  no  more,  I  forgive  all  men  the  wrongs 
they  have  done  me  :  and  I  pray  the  sufferers  may  be  kept  from  sin, 
and  helped  to  know  their  duty."  Then  having  prayed  a  little 
within  himself,  he  lifted  up  the  napkin,  and  said,  "  Farewell  all  re- 
lations and  friends  in  Christ ;  farewell  acquaintances  and  earthly 
enjoyments  ;  farewell  reading  and  preaching,  praying  and  believing, 
wanderings,  reproach,  and  sufferings.  >yelcome  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghost ;  into  thy  hands  I  commit  my  spirit,"  Having  then 
prayed  a  little  more,  the  executioner  tm^ed  him  over  while  praying ; 
and  so  he  finished  his  course,  and  the  ministry  that  he  had  received 
yf  the  Lord  Jesus. 

Take  his  character  from  Sir  Robert  Hamilton  of  Preston,  who 
was  his  contemporary. — He  was  affectionate,  affable,  and  tender- 
hearted, to  all  such  as  he  thought  had  any  thing  of  the  image  of 
God  in  them ;  sober  and  temperate  in  his  diet,  saying  commonly, 
Jl  was  well  won  that  was  won  off  the  flesh ;  generous,  liberal  and 
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most  diaritmble  to  the  poor ;  a  great  hater  of  oovetoiuiiess ;  a  fire- 
qiieiit  yisitor  of  the  rick ;  much  alone^  loving  to  be  retired ;  but 
when  about  his  Master's  public  work,  laying  hold  of  every  oppor* 
tonity  to  edify  ;  in  conversation,  stilt  dropping  what  might  minister 
grace  to  the  hearers ;  his  countenance  was  e&ying  to  beholders ; 
often  sighing  with  deep  groans:  preaching  in  season,  and  out  of 
season,  i^n  all  haiards ;  ever  the  same  in  judgment  and  practice. 
From  his  youth  he  was  much  given  to  the  duty  of  secret  prayer, 
for  whole  nights  together ;  wherein  it  was  observed,  that,  both  in 
secret  and  in  fiunilies,  he  always  sat  straight  upon  his  knees,  with 
his  hadds  lified  up ;  and  in  this  posture  (as  some  took  notice)  he 
died  with  the  rope  about  his  neck. 

Besides  his  last  speech  and  testimony,  and  several  other  religious 
letters,  with  the  lecture,  sermon,  and  sentence  of  excommunication 
at  Torwood,  which  are  all  published,  there  are  several  other  ser* 
mons,  and  notes  of  sermons,  both  in  print  and  manuscript,  some  of 
^pHiich  have  been  published.  Yet  if  we  may  believe  Walker,  the 
author  of  Remarkable  Passages,  &c.  who  heard  several  of  them 
preached,  they  are  nothing  to  what  they  were  when  delivered ;  and 
however  pathetic  they  may  yet  be,  they  are  doubtiess  far  inferior  to 
what  diey  would  have  been,  had  tiiey  been  corrected  and  publbhed 
by  the  worthy  author. 


AN  ACROSTIC  ON  HIS  NAME. 

Most  sweet  and  savoury  is  thy  fame, 
And  more  renowned  is  thy  name, 
Surely,  than  any  can  record, 
Thou  highly  favoured  of  the  Lord  t 
Exalted  thou  on  earth  didst  live ; 
Rich  grace  to  thee  the  Lord  did  give. 

During  the  time  thou  dwelt'st  below. 
On  in  a  course  to  heaven  didst  go. 
Not  casten  down  with  doubts  and  fears. 
Assured  of  heaven  near  thirty  years, 
Labour  thou  didst  in  Christ's  vineyard ; 
Diligent  wast,  no  time  thou  spar'd. 

Christ's  standard  thou  didst  bear  alone, 
After  others  from  it  were  gone. 
Right  zeal  for  truth  was  found  in  tiiee, 
Great  sinners  censur'dst  faithfully. 
In  holding  truth  didst  constant  prove, 
Laidst  down  thy  life  out  of  true  love. 

June  21,  1741.  W.  W. 
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WALTER  SMITH. 


Mr.  Smith,  die  intuDAte  fHend  of  tiM  preoeduig  Wordiy,  wm 
bom  in  the  parish  of  Su  Ninian's,  StirUngshire.  He  was  aa 
eminent  Christian  and  a  good  scholar.  He  went  over  to  Hoiknd 
and  studied  some  time  under  the  famous  Leusdeo^  who  had  a  griit 
esteem  for  him,  as  being  one  both  of  high  aMainmenia  and  greai 
experience  in  die  serious  exercise  and  eoUd  practice  of  duift- 
tianity. 

In  1679,  he  made  no  mean  figure  among  the  litde  lundfiil  ei  the 
tford's  suffering  people,  who  rose  in  their  own  defence  al  Bolhwell 
Bridge.  He  was  both  diosai  derk  to  the  coandl  of  war,  and  also 
a  commanding  officer  among  them ;  and  had  the  honour  not  ooly  to 
witness  against  the  sinful  compliance  of  the  Erastian  party,  whidi 
then  foisted  themselves  in  amongst  them ;  but  was  also  one  of  the 
three  who  were  appointed  to  draw  up  the  Canses  of  the  Lord*e 
wrath  against  the  land,  with  a  new  dedanrition  which  they  then  in- 
tended to  have  published.* 

After  the  overthrow  and  dispersion  of  the  corenanters  wMdi 
ensued,  it  a{^ar8  that  Mr.  Smith  went  ovot  to  Holland.  He  had 
Bot  however  staid  long,  for  we  meet  with  him  again  with  Mn  Car^ 
gill  at  Torwood,  in  September  1680 ;  after  which,  he  was  very 
helpful  to  him  by  his  conversation,  and  advice  in  difficult  cases, 
sometimes  praying  for  him  in  families  when  he  was  fiitigned  with 
sore  travel,  and  idso  on  public  preadung  days  preoenting  for  him. 

He  had  a  longing  desire  to  preach  Christ  crucified,  and  die  word 
of  salvation  dirough  his  name.  Mr.  Caigill  had-  also  a  desire  that 
he  should  enter  upon  this  work,  and  for  that  end,  it  is  sud,  had 
written  to  two  ministers  to  meet  him  at  Cnmmerhead  in  LcMma- 
hago,  Clydesdale ;  but  ere  the  day  came,  they  were  both  in  the 
enemy's  hands.  However,  Mr.  Smith  followed  the  example  of  our 
blessed  Lord,  in  going  alxmt  doing  good,  and  to  many  persons  by 
spiritual  conversation,  was  a  singular  example  of  true  piety  and 
seal ;  and  was  of  more  use  to  many  dian  most  part  of  the  ministers 
of  that  day. 

A  little  before  his  death,  he  drew  up  twenty-two  rules  for  fellow- 
ship meetings,  which  at  that  time  gready  increased  fin>m  die  river 
Tay  to  Newcasde,  and  which  afterwards  setded  into  a  general  and 
quarterly  correspondence,  that  so  they  might  speak  one  widi 
another,  and  appoint  general  fasdng  days  through  the  whole  com- 
munity, wherein  their  own  sins,  and  the  preimiling  sins  and  de- 
fections of  the  times  were  acknowlec^d.f  Mr.  Cmfgill  said,  thalx 
these  society-meetings  would  increase  more  and  more  for  a  time : 
hut  when  the  judgments  came  upon  these  sinful  lands,  there  would 


•  See  a  more  full  account  of  thu  in  Wilson's  Relation. of  Bothwdl  Brldfe, 
p.  IS. 

f  The  reader  win  find  an  account  of  these  their  transactions  In  tbelr  own 
ftfitter,  now  puUisbcd  of  late,  under  the  title  of  Faithful  Contcndingi  Displayed. 
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ie  few  eociety-iiieeluigSy  whea  there  would  be  most  need,  tliroiigh 
eanudity,  leenrity,  darkneis,  deadnets,  and  divisions. 

Blr.  Smith  at  length  af^roached  the  evening  of  his  life,  and  the 
end  of  his  labours.  For  having  been  with  Mr.  Cargill  when  he 
freached  his  last  sermon  in  Dnnui]^  common,  he  was  next  morning, 
y  widced  Bonshaw,  apprehended  at  Covington  milL  He  was, 
with  die  rest  of  die  pisoners,  carried  from  Lsmark  to  Glasgow,  and 
from,  thenee  to  Edmbnr|^  where  upon  the  14th  of  July,  he  was 
iNTong^  b^ore  die  Council,  and  examined  Being  asked  if  he 
owned  the  King  and  his  authority  as  lawfbl ?  He  answered,  "He 
Qould  not  acknowledge  the  present  authority  the  King  b  now  in- 
vested with,  and  the  exercise  thereof,  being  now  clodied  with  a 
snpienacy  over  die  dinrch.*'  Being  interrogate,  If  the  King*^ 
Miing  from  die  covenant  looses  him  from  his  obedience,  and  if  the 
King  thereby  loses  his  anthority  ?  he  answered,  *<  He  thought  he 
was  <Ai]ged  to  peiform  all  the  dudes  of  the  covenant,  conform  to 
the  word  of  God ;  the  King  is  only  to  be  obeyed  in  terms  of  die 
covenant."  Being  farther  interrogate  anent  the  Torwood  excom- 
mnnicadon,  he  dechured,  "  He  thought  their  reasons  were  just." 

On  the  19th  he  was  again  brought  before  thCm,  and  interrogate. 
If  he  owned  die  Sanquhar  declaration  ?  It  was  then  read  to  him, 
and  he  owned  the  same  in  all  its  articles,  except  that  he  looked  not 
upon  these  persons  as  the  formal  representatives  of  the  presbyterian 
^urch,  as  they  called  themselves.  And  as  to  that  expression,  The 
King  should  have  been  denuded  many  years  ago,  he  did  not  like  the 
word  denuded;  but  said,  M^hat  the  King  has  done  justifies  the  peo- 
ple's revolting  against  him.  As  to  these  words,  where  the  King  is 
etfled  an  usurper  and  a  tyrant,  he  said,  '<  Certainly  the  King  is  an 
usurper,"  and  wished  he  was  not  a  tyrant 

Upon  the  26th,  he  was  with  the  rest,  brought  before  the  Jusd- 
oiary,  where,  being  indicted  in  common  form,  their  confessions  were 
produced  as  evidences  against  them,  and  they  were  all  brought  in 
gttiltT  of  high  treason,  and  condemned  to  be  hang^  at  the  cross  of 
Edinburgh,  iqion  the  27th,  their  heads  to  be  severed  frY>m  their 
bodiesj  diose  oi  Messrs.  Cargill,  Smith,  and  Boig,  to  be  placed  on 
the  Nether  Bow ;  and  those  of  the  others  on  the  West  Port ;  all 
which  was  done  accordingly. 

Immediately  after  Mr.  Cargill  was  executed,  Mr.  Smith  was 
brought  upon  the  scaffold,  inhere  he  adhered  to  the  same  cause,  and 
declared  the  same  usurpation  of  Christ's  crown  and  dignity,  and  in 
like  manner  died  vridi  great  assurance  of  his  interest  in  Christ,  de- 
claring his  abhorrence  of  all  defection.  He  went  up  die  ladder  with 
all  cheetfolness,  and  wh^i  the  executioner  was  to  untie,  his  cravat, 
he  would  not  sufier  him,  but  untied  it  himself,  and,  calling  to  Ins 
brodier,  he  threw  it  down,  saying,  <<  This  is  the  last  Ukea  you  shall 
get  from  me."  Aiter  the  napkin  vras  drawn  over  his  face,  he  un- 
covered it  again,  and  said,  *'  I  have  one  word  more  to  say,  and  that 
is,  to  all  who  have  any  love  to  God  and  his  righteous  cause,  that 
they  would  set  time  iqMrt,  and  sing  a  song  of  praise  to  the  Lord, 
for  what  he  has  done  for  my  soul,  and  my  soul  saith,  *  To  him  b^ 
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pnufle.'"  Then  the  napkm  hmng  let  dowa,  be  was  turned  orer 
praying,  and  died  in  the  Lord,  with  his  fiiee  bending  ufon  Mr.  Car- 
gill's  breast.  These  two  cleaved  to  one  another,  in  lore  and  unity, 
in  their  life ;  and  between  them,  in  their  death,  there  was  no  dispa- 
rity. Saul  and  Jonathan  were  hvefy  andpleasant  in  their  UoeSy  and 
in  their  death  they  were  not  divided* 

Hie  now  gloried  Walter  Smith,  was  a  man  no  less  learned  than 
^ious,  faithful,  and  religious.  His  old  master,  the  professcw  of  divi- 
nity at  Utrecht  in  Holland,  when  he  heard  of  his  pubHo,  violent 
death,  or  martyrdom,  gave  him  this  testimony,  weeping,  saying  in 
broken  English,  <<  O  Smith  1  the  great,  brave  Smith  I  who  exceeded 
all  that  I  ever  taught.  He  was  ci^ble  to  teach  many,  but  few  to 
instruct  him."  Besides  some  letters,  and  the  forementioned  twenty- 
two  rules  for  fellowship  meetmgs,  he  wrote  also  Twenty  etape  of  no- 
tional  defection  ;  all  which  are  now  published ;  and  if  these  with  his 
last  testimony,  be  rightly  considered,  it  will  ^ipear  that  his  writtnga 
were  inferior  to  few  of  that  time. 


ROBERT  GARNOCK.* 

Robert  Garnock  was  a  native  of  Stirling,  and  was  b^tiied  by 
the  futhful  Mr.  James  Guthrie.  In  his  younger  years,  his  parents 
took  mudi  pains  to  train  him  up  in  the  way  of  duty ;  but  eoon  after 
the  restoration,  the  futhful  ministers  being  turned  out,  curates  were 
put  in  their  place,  and  with  them  came  ignorance,  profimity,  and 
persecution. — Some  time  after  this,  Mr.  Law  preached  at  his  own 
house  in  Monteith,  and  Mr.  Hutcbison  occasionally  at  Kipp^i.  And 
Mr.  Gamock  being  one  Saturday's  evening  gone  out  to  his  grand- 
mother's house  in  the  country,  and  having  an  uncle  who  frequented 
these  meetings,  went  along  with  bim,  and  next  Sabbath  went  with 
great  difficulty,  through  £ro8t  and  snow,  and  heard  Mr.  Law  at 
Monteith:  which  sermon,  through  the  divine  blessing,  wrought 
much  upon  his  mind. — Thus  he  continued  for  some  time,  going  out 
in  the  end  of  the  week  to  hear  the  gospel,  and  returning  in  tl»  be-^ 
ginning  of  the  next  week  to  Stirling ;  but  did  not  let  his  parents 
know  any  thing  of  the  matter. 

Upon  hearing  a  proclamation,  however,  read  at  the  cross,  eidtttnt- 
ing,  that  all  who  did  not  attend  upon  the  curates,  were  to  be  severely 
punished ;  he  was  much  troubled  in  his  mind,  and  hesitated  whethcar 
to  go  to  a  field  preaching  which  was  to  be  ndxt  Sabbath^  or  not. 


*  What  rdatei  to  the  life  of  this  worthy,  ie  extracted  from  an  account  wilttqi 
hj  himself  when  in  prison,  and  yet  in  mannseript ;  what  concern!  his  trial  i 
martyrdom,  has  heen  collected  finnn  hiatory  and  other  writings. 
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But  ^  At  bat,"  says  ha,  **  the  Lord  indiaed  my  heart  to  go,  and  pot 
that  word  to  me^  *  Go  for  once,  go  for  all,  if  they  take  thee  for  diat 
whkh  18  to  come.'  So  I  went  there,  and  the  Lord  did  me  good ; 
for  I  got,  at  tiuit  sennon,  that  which  led  me  to  determine  tlut  ai- 
tlu>i]gh  they  had  rent  me  in  a  thousand  pieces,  I  should  not  hare 
said  what  I  had  said  hefore.  So  the  Lord  made  me  follow  the  gos- 
pel ;  and  though  I  knew  little  then  what  I  meant,  yet  he  put  it  in 
my  heart  to  keep  by  the  honest  side,  and  not  comply  or  join  witb 
enemies  of  one  kind  or  another ;  yea,  not  to  strengthen  their  hands 
any  manner  of  way.  When  I  was  asked,  why  I  would  not  keep 
w»kdi  (or  stand  sentry)  on  the  town,  as  it  was  commanded  duty  ?  I 
told  them,  I  would  not  lift  arms  agamst  the  work  of  God.  If  I 
erer  carried  arms,  it  should  be  for  the  defence  of  the  gospeL" 

After  ikuB  he  became  a  persecuted  man,  and  was  obliged  to  leave 
the  town.  His  father  being  a  blacksmith,  and  he  having  learned 
the  same  trade,  went  for  some  time  to  Glasgow,  and  folkwed  his 
oceiqMition.  From  Glasgow  he  returned  home ;  and  from  thence 
went  again  to  Borrowstounness,  where  he  had  great  debate,  as  him- 
sdf  expresses  it, — *^  about  that  woiul  indulgence :  I  did  not  know 
the  di:eadful  haaard  of  hearing  the  indulged,  until  I  saw  they 
preached  at  the  haaard  of  men's  lives.  This  made  me  examine  the 
matter,  until  I  found  out  that  they  were  directly  wrong,  and  con- 
trary to  Scripture,  had  changed  their  head,  had  quitted  Jesus 
Christ  as  their  head,  and  had  taken  their  commission  from  men, 
owBiiig  that  perjured  adulterous  wretch  as  head  of  the  church ;  re*^ 
ceiving  their  commission  to  preach  in  such  and  such  places  from 
him,  nid  those  bloody  thieves  under  him." 

Fnxm  Borrowstounness  he  returned  to  Falkirk,  and  from  thence 
to  Stirling,  where  he  remained  for  some  time  under  a  series  of  dif- 
ficulties. Afrer  having  got  off  when  taken  witb  ethers  at  Shield- 
brae,  while  going  to  visit  Mr.  Skeen,  he  was  taken  to  the  castle, 
kept  all  night,  and  used  very  barbarously  by  the  soldiers.  At  eight 
o'dock  next  morning  he  was  taken  before  the  provost,  who  not  bemg 
then  at  leisure,  he  was  imprisoned  till  the  afternoon.  But  by  the* 
intercession  of  Mr.  Colin  M'Kenxie,  to  whom  his  father  was  smith,  he 
was  got  out.  **  I  had  much  of  the  Lord's  kindness  at  that  time," 
says  m,  **  although  I  did  not  then  know  what  it  meant;  and  so  I 
was  thrust  forth  into  my  wandering  again." 

About  thia  time  he  intended  to  go  to  Ireland ;  but  being  disap- 
pointed, he  returned  to  Stirling,  where  he  was  tossed  to  and  fro  for 
some  time ;  and  yet  he  remarks  he  had  some  sweet  seasons  in  this 
eondition ;  though  heavy  trials  ensued  unto  him  from  professors,  be- 
cause he  testified  against  every  kind  of  compliance  with  the  current 
of  the  times.  Upon  ikuB  account,  he  and  the  society-meeting  he  was 
in,  could  not  agree.  He  therefore  left  them  and  went  to  one  in  the 
country ;  whica  he  says,  '<  were  more  sound  in  judgment,  and  of  an 
undaunted  courage  and  seal  for  God  and  his  cause ;  for  the  life  of 
religion  was  in  that  society." 

At  this  time  he  fell  into  great  temptations  by  the  devices  of  Sa^ 
tan.    But  from  these  dreadful  oppressions  he  was  at  length  through. 
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God's  goodneit  delivered  t  although,  as  yet,  he  knew  but  litde  of 
eiqierimental  rdigioiL  Then  indeed,  says  he,  **  Hie  world  thought 
I  had  religion :  but  to  know  the  hidden  tilings  of  gocfiiness  was  as 
yet  a  m3rstery  to  me^  I  did  not  know  any  thing  as  yet  of  the  new 
birthy  or  what  it  was  spiritnally  to  take  the  kingdom  of  heaven  by 
yiolenoe."  This  serves  to  show,  that  one  may  do  and  sa£Fer  many 
things  ostensibly  for  Christ,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  be  a  stranger 
to  the  life  and  power  of  religion. 

Bnt  anon  he  falls  into  uiother  difficulty.  A  prodamation  being 
issued,  that  all  betwixt  thirteen  and  sixty  should  pay  poll-money, 
word  was  sent  his  ftther,  that  if  he  Would  pay  it,  he  should  have 
his  liberty ;  which  was  no  small  temptation.  But  this  he  absolutely 
refused,  and  told  his  fiither,  when  urged  by  him  to  do  it,  diat  if 
four-pence  would  pay  it,  he  would  not  give  it.  His  father  sud,  he 
would  give  it  for  him ;  to  whom  he  answered,  if  he  did,  he  needed 
never  expect  consideration  for  it  from  him.  fV>r  what  followed  tiiis, 
hear  his  own  woids :  '<  And,  Oh  t  but  the  Lord  was  kind  to  me 
then  ;  and  his  love  was  better  than  life.  I  was  tossed  in  my  wan- 
derings and  banishment  with  many  ups  and  downs,  till  I  came  to 
Edinburgh,  where  I  heard  of  a  communion  to  be  on  the  borders  of 
England;  and  then  I  went  to  it  O  I  let  me  bless  die  Lord,  that 
ever  trysted  me  with  such  a  lot  as  thbt  was,  fbr  the  20th,  21si  and 
22d  of  April  1677,  were  the  three  most  wonderf\il  days  with  the 
Lord's  presence  that  ever  I  saw  on  eurth.  O  I  but  his  power  was 
wondei^y  seen,  and  great  to  all  the  assembly,  espeeitJly  to  me. 
O  I  the  three  wonder^  days  of  the  Lord's  presence  at  East-Nisbet 
in  the  Merse.  That  was  the  greatest  communion,  I  suppose,  these 
twenty  years.  I  got  there,  what  I  will  never  forget  while-  I  live. 
^Mory  to  his  sweet  name,  dmt  ever  there  was  such  a  day  in  Scot- 
land. His  work  was  wonderful  to  me  both  in  spirituals  and  tempo- 
ralis. O  I  thait  I  could  get  him  praised  and  mag^^  f<Mr  tt»  He 
was  seeii  that  day  sitting  at  the  head  of  his  table,  atid  his  spycenanl 
sending  fordi  a  pleasant  sindl.  Both  g&od  and  bdd  were  made  to 
ory  out,  and  some  to  say  with  the  disdples.  It  is  .gMd  Jhr  vi  to  be 
here.  They  would  have  been  content  to  baVe  staid  there ;  and  I 
thought  it  was  a  begun  heaven  to  be  in  that  place.*' 

A^^r  iM»i  he  went  home  to  Stirling,  and  got  liberty  to  fbUow 
his  employment  for  some  time.  But  lo  I  aaoth^  diffieulty  oeouvred ; 
for  while  the  Highland  host  was  commanded  westward  in  t^  be- 
ginning of  1678,  all  Stirling  being  required  t6  be  in  arms;  most 
people  obeyed,  but  he  refund,  and  Went  out  of  town  widi  a  fbw 
otiiers  to  hold  a  mee^ng  for  prayer.  When  he  i^turned.  Ids  ftther 
told  him,  he  was  passed  by  for  the  first  time,  but  it  belK)Ted  him  to 
mount  guard  to-morrow.  He  again  rsteed :  his  fieidier  was  angry, 
and  urged  him  by  the  pntctice  of  others.  He  told  his  fisditf,  that 
he  wonld  hang  his  flEdth  upon  no  man's  belt.  And  on  the  morrow, 
when  the  drums  beat  to  mount  the  guard,  ke  agaki  fw  ^  same 
purpose  as  before,  went  out  of  the  town  under  a  heavy  load  of  re- 
proadi,  even  from  professors,  whidi  was  no  easy  matter  to  bear. 
Orders  were  forthwith  given  to  apprdtead  him ;  but  he  esci^ied 
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He  now  wandered  from  one  place  to  another,  nntil  the  beginning 
of  August  1678»  when  he  came  to  the  communion  at  Maybole ;  and 
what  his  exercise  was  there,  he  thus  tells  us,  **  I  was  wonderfully 
trysted  there ;  but  not  so  as  at  the  other.  I  went  to  the  first  table, 
and  then  went  and  heard  worthy  Messrs.  Kid  and  Cameron  preach 
at  a  little  distance  from  the  meeting,  who  nerer  left  the  fields  till 
they  sealed  and  orowned  their  gospel  with  their  blood.  I  cannot 
say  but  the  Lord  was  kind  to  me  diere,  on  the  day  after,  and  on  the 
fast  day  in  the  middle  of  the  week  after  that,  near  the  borders  of 
Kilmarnock  parish,  where  a  division  arose  about  the  indnlgen  ce, 
which  to  this  day  is  never  yet  done  away.  After  my  return  ho  me, 
I  was  made  to  entor  into  covenant  with  him,  upon  his  own  terms, 
against  die  indulgence  and  all  other  compliances;  and  because, 
through  the  Lord's  strength  I  had  resolved  to  keep  my  bargain,  and 
not  join  with  them,  it  was  said,  I  had  got  new  light,  and  I  wa<i 
mudi  rq>roached«  yet  I  got  much  of  the  Lord's  kindness  when  at- 
tending the  preached  gospdl  in  the  fields,  to  whidi  I  would  some- 
times go  twenty  miles." 

Having  dius  wtedered  to  and  fro  for  some  time,  he  went  to 
Edinburgh  to  see  the  prisoners,  and  then  returned  to  Stirling  at 
the  end  of  a  week.  Late  on  Saturday  night,  he  heard  of  a  field- 
preaching  ;  and  seeing  the  soldiers  marching  out  of  town  to  attack 
the  people  at  that  meeting,  he  armed  himse^,  and,  with  a  fbw  others, 
also  went  thither.  They  soon  arrived  near  the  place;  but  the 
soldittii  conung  forward,  the  people  still,  as  they  approached,  seeing 
the  enemy,  turned  off.  At  this,  Gamock,  the  minister,  and  a  few 
others  who  were  armed,  took  to  a  hill  above  fintry,  beside  the  craigs 
of  Ballgfass,  and  the  en^ny  coming  forward,  drew  up  in  the  best 
posture  the  time  and  place  would  allow,  and  sung  a  psalm.  Imme- 
diatdy  a  trooper  coming  up,  commanded  them  to  dismiss,  but  they 
refused.  Hm  was  repeated  several  times,  tiU  at  last  the  captain  of 
the  foot  came  forward  and  gave  them  the  same  diarge ;  which  they 
still  refused.  He  therefore  commanded  a  party  of  his  men  to 
advance,  and  fire  npen  them :  whidi  they  did  once  or  twice,  and 
which  was  by  this  little  company  returned  wiUi  much  courage.  At 
last  the  whole  party,  consisting  of  forty-eight  foot,  and  siicteen 
horsemen,  fiped,  but  they,  who  amounted  as  he  thinks  to  not  above 
eighteen  that  had  arms,  still  kept  Uieir  ground.  After  several  vo^- 
lioi  g^ven  on  both  sides,  one  of  the  si^rers  stepped  forward,  and 
shot  away  one  side  of  the  captain's  periwig,  at  which  the  foot  fled ; 
but  the  horsemen,  taking  advantage  of  the  rising  ground,  surround- 
ed th^n  aid  took  some  prisoners.  The  rest  fl^  Gamock  was 
hindermost,  beii^  the  last  on  the  field  of  aodon,  and  says,  he  in- 
tended not  to  have  been  taken  but  rather  killed.  One  of  the 
enemy  having  come  alter  him,  accordingly  he  resolved  either  to  kill 
or  be  killed  before  he  surrendered,— catohing  a  pistol  from  one  for 
that  purpose.  But  another  conung  to  his  assistance,  the  trooper 
fled  off,  and  so  they  esa^ed  to  the  other  side  of  a  {>redpioe,  where 
they  staid  till  the  "OMny  marched  off  to  Stirling  with  tlielr  pri- 
soners. 
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After  the  fray,  Garaock  staid  till  tlie  erening,  and  spoke  witb 
some  friends  and  the  minister,  who  dissuaded  him  all  diey  oonld 
from  going  to  S^lii^.  Bat  being  now  approaching  the  end  of  his 
pilgnmage  state,  with  Panl  in  another  case,  when  going  np  to  Jeru- 
salem, he  conld  not  be  prerailed  upon.  So  he  went  to  town  ;  and 
entering  it  about  one  in  the  morning,  got  into  a  honse  at  the  fbot  of 
the  Casde-hill,  and  diere  got  his  arms  left  with  much  difficulty :  but, 
as  he  was  near  the  head  of  the  Castle-hill,  he  was  apprehended  by 
two  soldiers,  lying  in  wait  for  those  who  had  been  at  the  meeting, 
and  brought  to  the  guard.  He  was  then  brought  before  Lord  Lin- 
lithgow's son :  who  asked  him  if  he  was  at  the  preadiing  ?  he  told 
him  he  was  at  no  preaching.  He  then  said,  he  was  a  liar.  Gar- 
nook  said,  *<  I  am  no  liar ;  and  seeing  ye  will  not  believe  me,  I  will 
tell  no  more :  prove  the  rest"  Linlithgow  said,  he  would  make 
him  do  it.  But  he  answered,  he  should  not  Then  he  asked  his 
name  and  trade,  his  father's  name,  and  where  they  dwelt  ?  all  whidi 
he  answered*  He  then  ordered  them  to  keep  hiq[i  fiist  At  night 
he  vnis  much  abused  by  the  soldiers ;  some  of  them  who  had  been 
wounded  in  the  skirmish,  threatening  him  vnth  torture,  gagging  in 
the  mouth,  &&  all  which  he  bore  with  much  patience.  In  the 
morning,  a  seijeant  came  to  examine  him;  but  he  refused  to 
answer.  At  last,  the  commanding  officer  came  and  asked  him,  If 
he  was  at  that  skirmish  ?  He  answered,  **  For  being  there  I  am 
taken ;  and  whether  I  was  there  or  not,  I  am  not  bound  to  give  yon 
an  account"  So  he  went  out,  and  in  a  little  returned  with  the 
provost,  who  diought  to  surprise  him  by  asking.  Who  of  Stirling 
folk  was  there  ?  he  answered,  *^  Stirling  folk  are  both  yonr  neigh- 
bours and  mine ;  and  though  I  had  been  there  you  might  aooonnt 
me  very  imprudent  to  tdl ;  for  though  you  think  it  your  duty  to 
ask,  it  is  not  mine  to  answer,  and  I  think  you  should  rath^  com- 
mend tne  for  so  doing."  After  several  other  things  anent  the  affiur, 
he  vras  conmianded  to  dose  prison ;  and  none,  not  so  much  as  his 
father,  allowed  to  speak  with  him ;  but  he  did  not  want  company 
daring  that  time;  for,  says  he,  ^'  I  had  a  sweet  time  of  itl  the 
Lord's  countenance  was  better  unto  me  than  all  the  company  in  the 
world." 

The  forementioned  skirmish  had  taken  place  May  8th,  1679 ;  and 
upon  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  he  was  put  into  the  common 
prison,  amongst  male&ctors.  And  thus  he  passed  the  tune  with 
much  pain  and  trouble,  till  the  10th  of  June,  when  the  Fifem^i  being 
routed  iti  the  skirmbh  at  Bewly  bog,  and  being  brought  in  prisoners 
on  the  1 1th ;  they  were  thereby  much  thronged.  He  oontinned 
here,  however,  till  after  the  defeat  at  Bothwdl  on  the  22d,  when 
there  ensued  no  small  confusion  by  tendering  and  pressing  a  bond 
of  conformity,  against  offensive  arms,  in  whidi  he  had  his  share. 

Upon  the  13th  of  July,  he  was  brought  forth,  and  in  eoropany 
with  about  100  more  prisoners,  under  a  strong  guard,  taken  to 
Edinburgh,  and  put  into  the  Grayfriars  diun^-yaid,  amongst  the 
Bothwell  prisoners :  where  he  was  more  vexed  both  by  the  enemy 
and  his  fellow-sufferers,  than  ever.     An  account  of  this  is  We 
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given  in  Im  own  words :  '<  Some  of  my  ndgbboon  desired  the 
bond,  so  they  pnt  it  to  me,  but  I  refused.  Howerer,  the  most 
part  of  them  took  it  Nay,  theare  were  some  of  them  supplicated 
for  any  bond.  This  made  some  of  ns  conclude  it  was  our  duty  to 
testify  against  it ;  which  piece  of  employment  was  put  upon  me, 
against  which  some  of  the  prisoners  ootested.  So  I  was  rendered 
odious :  but  many  a  day  the  Lord  was  kind  to  me  in  that  yard,  and 
kept  me  from  many  a  fear  and  snare ;  his  lore  was  sweet  unto  me. 
The  men  complained  of  us  to  the  commanders,  who  sent  for  me  and 
examined  me,  on  the  bond  and  other  things :  they  said,  I  should  be 
gagged,  and  every  day  I  was  vexed  with  them,  until  almost  the 
^ole  prisoners  petitioned  for  it.  There  was  as  good  as  seventy 
ministers  sent  into  the  yard  to  take  it ;  and  they  .said  it  was  not  a 
head  to  suffer  upon :  when  they  had  done,  they  sent  in  two  gentle- 
women with  the  commission ;  and  they  set  upon  me :  I  told  them, 
if  every  one  of  them  had  as  much  of  it  as  I  had,  they  would  not  be 
so  busy  to  press  it :  for  before  this,  the  bloody  crew  came  to  the 
yard,  and  called  on  me,  and  asked  if  I  would  take  the  bond.  I  said. 
No.  They  said,  I  would  get  no  other  sentence. — So  I  was  sore 
put  to  it :  I  would  often  have  been  at  the  doing  of  something ;  but 
the  Lord  would  not  suffer  me.  So,  in  his  strength,  I  fought  on 
against  my  own  heart  and  them  all,  and  overcame.  But,  O  !  the 
cross  was  sweet  and  easy  unto  me.  There  needs  none  fear  to  ven- 
ture on  sufiering  in  hu  way  and  strengtL  O  happy  days,  that 
ever  I  was  trysted  with  such  a  thing  I  My  bargaining  with  lovely 
Jesus  was  sweet  unto  me.  It  is  true,  affliction  for  the  present  seems 
Bot  joyous  but  grievous;  but  afterwards  it  yieldeth  the  peaceable 
fruits  cf  righteousness  to  those  who  are  exercised  therdn/,  I  never 
knew  the  treachery  of  ministers,  and  their  dreadful  hypocrisy  and 
double  dealing  in  the  matters  of  God,  before  that  time,  and  I  could 
never  love  them  after  that ;  for  they  made  many  one  rack  their  con- 
science in  takilig  that  bond.  I  was  brought  out  of  the  yard,  Oc- 
tober 25,  with  a  guard  of  soldiers ;  when  coming  out,  one  Mr. 
White  asked,  if  I  would  take  the  bond  ?  I,  smiling,  said.  No.  He, 
in  way  of  jeer,  said  I  had  a  iace  to  glorify  God  in  the  Grassmarket. 
So  I  bade  farewell  to  all  my  neighbours,  who  were  sorry ;  and 
White  bade  me  take  good  night  widi  them,  for  I  should  never  see 
them  more.  But  I  said,  Lads,  take  good  heart ;  for  we  may  meet 
again  for  all  this.  So  I  was  brought  before  die  CouncU-court.  They 
asked,  if  I  would  take  the  bond  ?  I  said.  No.  Some  of  them  said, 
May  be  he  does  not  know  it ;  but  Hatton  said.  He  knows  it  well 
enough.  So  one  of  them  read  it.  I  asked,  if  they  would  have  me 
iubsmbe  a  lie  to  take  away  my  life ;  for  I  never  was  in  rebellion, 
■or  intended  to  be  so.  They  said,  they  would  make  another  bond 
for  me.  I  answered,  they  needed  not  trouble  themselves ;  for  I 
was  not  designed  to  subsoibe  any  bond  at  this  time. 

Q.  '<  Will  you  rise  in  rebellion  against  the  King?"  A. ''  I  wasnot 
rising  in  rebellion  against  the  King."  Q,  **  Will  you  take  the  bond 
never  to  rise  against  the  King  and  his  authority?  A,  ^*  What  is 
the  thing  ye  call  authority  ?  They  said.  If  they,  the  soldiers^  or  any 
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other  subject,  should  IdU  mo*  I  wm  bound  not  fo  resist.  I  answer- 
ed, *  That  I  will  never  do.' "  Q.*'  Is  tte  Bishop's  death  murder  ?* 
A,  ''  I  am  a  prisoner ;  and  so  no  judge."  Q,  ^*  Is  Bothwell  Bridge 
rebellion  ?"  A  "  I  am  not  bound  to  gire  my  judgment  in  that^** 
**  Then  one  of  them  said, '  I  told  you  what  the  rebel  rascal  would 
gay :  you  will  be  hanged.  Sir.'  I  answered,  ^  you  must  first  convict 
me  of  a  crime.'  They  said,  *  Yon  did  exoonununicate  prisoaers  for 
taking  the  bond.'  I  sud,  *  That  was  not  in  my  power ;  and  moreover, 
I  am  now  before  you,  prove  it  if  ye  are  able.'  They  said, 
*  They  would  hang  me  for  rebellion.'  I  said,  *  Yon  cannot :  for  if 
you  walk  according  to  your  own  laws,  I  shall  have  my  liberty.' 
They  said,  '  Should  we  give  a  rebellious  knave,  like  yon,  your 
liberty  ?  you  should  be  hanged  immediately.'  I  answered,  *  That 
lies  not  yet  in  your  power :'  so  they  caused  quiddy  to  take  me 
away,  and  put  me  in  the  iron-house  of  the  tolbooth.  Much  more 
passed,  that,  I  must  not  spend  time  to  notice. 

^  So  they  brought  me  to  the  iron-house,  to  fifteen  of  my  dear 
companions  in  tribulation ;  and  there  we  were  a  sweet  company, 
being  all  of  one  judgment,  lliere  serving  the  Lord,  day  and  night, 
in  singleness  of  heart,  his  Uessing  was  seen  amongst  us ;  for  his  love 
was  better  than  life.  We  were  all  with  one  accord  trysted  sweedy 
together :  and  O  it  was  sweet  to  be  in  this  eompany,  and  pleasant 
to  those  who  came  in  to  see  us  until  the  indictments  came  in 
amongst  us.  There  were  ten  got  their  indictments.  Six  came  o£^ 
and  four  got  their  sentence,  to  die  at  Magus  Muir.  There  woe 
fifi»en  brought  out  of  the  yard,  and  some  of  them  got  thdur  liberty 
offered,  if  mey  would  witness  against  me.  But  they  refused ;  so 
they  got  all  their  indictments ;  but  all  complied,  save  one,  w^o  was 
sentenced  to  die  with  the  other  four  at  Magus  Muir." 

In  this  situation  he  continued  till  November  19th,  when  he  was, 
by  the  intercession  of  some  friends,  brought  to  the  west  galleries 
on  the  other  side  of  the  tolboodi.  Here  he  remained  till  called 
again  before  the  Council ;  after  which,  he  was  again  committed  to 
dose  prison.  One  night,  being  again  called  forth  by  one  of  the 
keepers,  one  Mr.  Jolm  Blair  being  present,  accosted  him  thus, 
^  Wherefore  do  ye  refuse  the  bond  ?"  He  answered,  ^  I  have  no 
time  now  for  that  matter."  "^  But  out  of  that  place,"  said  Blair, 
<(  you  shall  not  go,  for  the  covenants  and  the  ISUi  of  the  Romans 
bind  you  to  it."  I  answered,  ^  No ;  they  just  bind  me  to  the  con- 
trary.^-What  if  Popery  should  come  to  the  land,  dionld  we  bind 
ourselves  never  to  defend  the  true  relig^n  ?"  He  said,  *<  we  were 
loosed  then."  I  said,  '<  No  ;  Presbyterians  are  taken  by  their  word, 
and  they  abide  by  it ;  and  that  ere  all  were  done,  it  should  be  a 
dear  bond  unto  ^em ;  as  for  my  part,  I  woold  rather  gotoihe 
Grassmarket,  and  seal  itwith  my  bl<M>d."  After  this,  the  keeper  oi 
the  tolbooth  abused  him  in  a  very  iadisereet  manner,  saying,  that 
if  there  were  no  biore  men  in  the  world,  he  should  be  hanged ;  and 
that  he  was  an  ignorant  fool ;  neither  mimsters  nor  men  could  con- 
vince him.^  He  then  ordered  to  take  him  off  to  dose  prison,  where 
he  was  again  as  much  vexed  with  a  company  of  bonders  as  ever ;  who 
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werd  not  only  becoiae  lax  in  principle,  bat  in  dtatf  also :  lo  he 
idainly  told  them^  ^*  Yon  are  &r  from  wlMt  yon  were  in  the  irea- 
home,  before  yon  took  the  bond ;  then  yon  wonld  hare  been  iq» 
at  duty  by  two  or  three  in  the  morning ;  now  yon  lie  in  bed  tiU 
eight  or  nine  in  the  day."  They  aaid,  *^  It  was  true  enough ;"  but 
t»dno  more. 

After  theee  persona  got  their  liberty,  he  waa  put  up  with  aome 
otherB,  aome  of  whom  were  kept  in  for  debt.  And  then,  he  aayi, 
the  Lord  was  kind  to  hiai ;  he  resolved  nerer  to  make  any  oom- 
plianoe;  and  in  this  waa  made  to  eatmtatout  of  the  eater^  and  sweet 
out  of  the  strongs  But  tome  gentlemen,  prisoners  for  religion,  in 
the  chamber  he  was  in  before,  btring  prevailed  with  the  keeper  to 
send  him  bade  to  them  about  the  beginning  of  1680,  the  old  temp- 
tation to  compliaAoe  was  renewed  afineah ;  for  ^ese  gentlemen,  when 
they  could  do  no  more,  brovght  miniitera  to  the  rooms  to  preach, 
and  make  him  hear  them ;  which  he  positively  refused.  At  last, 
they  brought  a  mimster,  one  of  his  acquaintance ;  him  that  should 
have  preu^ed  the  day  he  waa  taken.*  But  hearing  that  he  had 
SMide  some  compliance  with  the  enemy,  he  would  not  go  to  the 
next  room  to  hear  him  make  exercise,  tUl  he  knew  the  certainty  of 
the  matter.  After  which  he  came  to  another  room  where  they  had 
some  conforenoe.  A  short  sketch  of  it  is  here  subjoined  in  his  own 
words.  **  He  asked  after  my  welfare ;  and  if  I  was  going  out  of 
prison  ?  I  told  him,  '  t  blessed  the  Lord  for  it,  I  was  well,  and  waa 
net  going  out  yet.'  After  some  converaation  anent  field-preachings, 
particularly  one  by  worthy  Mr.  Cameron  at  Monkland,  which  he 
eendemned,  he  asked.  Why  I  did  not  hear  ministers  ?  I  answered, 
'  I  desire  to  hear  none  but  what  are  faithful :  for  I  am  a  prisoner, 
and  would  gladly  be  in  ^e  right  way,  not  to  wrong  myself.'  He 
said,  *  Wherein  are  they  unfaithful  ?'  I  sfud,  *  In  changing  their 
head,  quitting  the  Lord's  way,  and  taking  on  with  covenant 
breakers,  murderers  of  his  people,  &cJ  He  said,  *  How  can  you 
prove  that?"  I  said,  *  Their  practice  proves  it.'  He  said,  *  That  Aese 
were  but  failings  ;  and  did  not  peijure  a  man ;  and  it  is  not  for  you 
to  cast  off  ministers ;  you  know  not  what  you  are  doing.'  A,  I  do 
not  cast  them  off;  they  cast  off  themselves,  by  quitting  the  holding 
of  the  ministry  of  Christ :  Q.  How  prove  Vou  that  ?  A,  The  10th 
of  John  proves  it :  for  they  come  not  in  oy  the  door.  You  may 
put  me  wrong ;  but  I  think,  that  in  GaL  L  6.  /  marvel^  thatye  are  so 
soon  removed  from  him  that  called  youy  Sfc.  you  may  read  that  at 
your  leisure,  how  Paul  had  not  his  gospel  from  men,  nor  by  the 
will  of  men.  He  said,  *  Lay  by  these :  but  what  is  the  reason  you 
will  not  hear  others  ?'  I  said,  *  I  desire  to  hear  none  of  these  gaping 
for  the  indulgence,  and  not  faithful  in  preaching  against  it.' " 

Speaking  anent  Messrs.  Cameron  and  Cargill,  this  person  then  said 
to  him,  that  the  former  was  no  minister,  and  the  latter  was  once 


*  Wbether  tbia  wm  Mr.  Law,  after  the  reTolation,  ninifter  aft  Edinftrgb,  Mr. 
Untcheton,  or  another,  is  not  ascertained. 
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one^  Imt  had  quitted  it ;  and  that  they  reeeived  their  doctrines  firom 
men,  their  hearers,  who  said,  ^  Yon  mnst  preach  soch  and  snch  doc- 
trines, and  we  will  hear  yon,** — to  all  iriiich,  Gamock  gave  perti- 
nent answers.  '*  ^e  minister  then  said,  *  Robert,  do  not  think  I  am 
angry  diat  yon  come  not  to  hear  me ;  for  I  dei^  not  yon,  nor  any 
of  yonr  faction,  to  come  and  hear  me,  for  I  cannot  preach  to  all  yonr 
hnmours/  I  said,  it  was  all  the  worse  for  that.  He  said,  none  of 
these  faults  wonld  cast  o£F  a  minister :  They  were  but  fulings,  not 
principles.  I  said,  I  eonld  not  debate ;  bnt  I  should  let  any  Chris- 
tian judge,  if  it  was  no  principle  for  a  minister  to  hold  Chnst  head 
of  the  chnrch.  I  told  him,  that  there  was  once  a  day  I  would  have 
▼entnred  my  life  at  his  bade  for  the  defence  of  Christ*!  gospel ;  bnt 
not  now :  and  I  was  more  willing  to  lay  down  my  life  now,  for  its 
•sweet  and  dear  truths,  than  ever  I  was.  He  said,  ^  the  Lord  pity 
and  help  thee.'  I  said,  I  had  much  need  of  it  And  so  he  went 
away,  and  rendered  me  odious.  This,  amongst  other  things,  made 
me  go  to  €k>d,  and  engage  in  covenant  with  his  8on  never  to  hear 
any  of  those  who  betrayed  his  cause,  till  I  saw  evidences  of  thdr 
repentance.  And  I  wodd  have  been  willing  to  have  quitted  all 
for  that  <  chiefest  among  ten  thousand." 

Thus  he  continued,  till,  as  he  says,  he  got  bad  counsel  from  some 
friends  to  ^pplicato  for  liberty ;  ^nho  persisted  so  £u*  as  to  draw  up 
a  supplication,  and  bring  him  it  to  subscribe.  But  when  they  had 
got  him  to  take  the  pen  in  his  hand,  "  The  Lord  bade  me  holdt" 
says  he ;  <'  and  one  came  and  bade  me  take  heed.  So  I  did  it  not ; 
for  which  I  bless  his  holy  name.  But  this  lets  me  see,  there  is  no 
standing  in  myself.  Had  it  not  been  his  free  love,  I  had  gone  the 
blackest  way  ever  one  did." 

The  night  before  gallant  Hackston  was  executed,  being  down 
stairs,  and  hearing  of  the  manner  in  which  he  was  to  be  executed, 
he  went  up  stairs,  and  told  him  of  it.  But  the  keepers  hearing, 
came  to  persuade  him  to  the  contrary>  and  put  Gamock  in  irons. 

Though  such  was  their  intention,  it  would  i^pear  he  was  not  put 
in  irons  till  some  time  after,  when  a  young  woman,  taken  at  the 
Ferry  on  the  occasion  when  Hanghhead  was  killed,  being  convey- 
ed out  of  prison  in  a  gentleman's  habit,  he  and  another  were  blamed 
for  it,  though  entirely  innocent.  For  this,  therefore,  they  were  lidd 
in  irons  ;  iSke  other  soon  after  got  his  liberty ;  but  Gamock  in  this 
state  continued  for  some  time  longer,  it  being  intended  to  send  him 
off  with  some  soldiers  to  Tangiers.  But  the  Lord  having  other- 
wise determined,  they  could  not  get  as  many  of  the  Council  con- 
vened at  the  time  as  to  get  an  order  made  out ;  and  so  he  remained 
endijring  the  same  conflict  as  before  with  those  of  his  fellow-prison- 
ers who  complied,  and  got  off;  who  persecuted  him  by  every 
means  in  their  power,  disturbing  him  in  his  devotions,  and  assailing 
him  with  every  form  of  reproadi. 

To  relate  all  the  trials  and  difficulties  he  underwent,  during  his 
imprisonment,  for  nearly  two  years  and  a  half,  with  the  remarkable 
goodness  of  God  towards  him,  would  be  more  than  can  conveniently 
be  done  at  present.     I  shall  only  extract  a  few  of  his  own  expres- 
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sibns  eonotarmmg  hunadf  ai^  kiB  coadidon  towards  the  end  of  Hit 
nanratiTe. 

**  I  hare  had  a  oontimied  warfiMre^  md  mj  predominanto  grew 
mightily  on  my  hand,  which  made  my  life  sometimes  heavy  ;  but 
among  the  many  sweet  nitfhts  and  days  I  have  had,  was  that  23d  in 
the  evening,  and  24&  in  we  morning,  of  Angust  1681.  The  Lord 
was  kind  to  me.  That  was  the  beginnii^  of  mornings  indeed, 
whereon  I  got  some  of  the  Lord's  love,  and  whereon  I  got  an  open 
door,  and  got  a  little  within  the  oonrt,  and  there  was  allowed  to 
give  in  wlmt  I  had  to  say,  «ther  as  to  my  own  soul's  case,  or  the 
case  of  the  chnrch,  which  is  low  at  this  ^y.  I  have  indeed  had 
some  sweet  days  since ;  but  I  have  misgnided  them,  and  could  not 
keep  in  with  him :  for  my  corruptions  are  so  mi^ty,  that  sometimes 
I  have  been  made  to  cry  ont,  Woes  me  that  ever  I  was  bom  a  man  ' 
of  strife  and  contention  to  many.  O  wretched  man  that  I  am!  who 
shail  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  9  But  the  Lord  maketh 
up  all  again  widi  his  love :  so  that  I  have  no  ground  but  to  be  for 
God  while  I  live,  and  bless  his  name  that  ever  honoured  me  with 
this  dignity  of  suffering  for  his  name  and  cause. 

^<  What  will  become  of  me,  is  yet  micertain.  For  any  thing  I 
know^  I  will  be  tortured  and  my  life  taken,  and  so  will  get  no  more 
written.  As  to  any  that  read  it,  I  beg  of  them  to  shun  all  that  is 
evil  in  my  life,  as  they  wish  to  dinn  hell ;  and  if  there  be  any  thing 
in  it  that  is  for  use,  I  request  the  Lord  that  he  may  bring  it  home 
upon  them  when  I  am  gone,  and  make  it  useful  for  them  that  read 
it.  So  I  bid  you  all  farewell,  desiring  none  of  yon  may  slight  your 
time  or  duty  as  I  have  done ;  but  sfann  the  appearances  of  evil, 
cleave  to  that  which  is  good,  and  spend  much  of  your  time  with 
God.  Be  not  idle  night  nor  day,  and  give  not  over  much  sleep 
unto  yourselves. — O  I  Sirs,  If  you  would  be  prevailed  with  to 
spend  time  for  God,  it  woidd  be  the  sweetest  and  most  desirable 
service  ever  you  took  in  hand.  O  be  persuaded  to  £b11  in  love  with 
him,  who  is,  without  compare,  the  chiifest  among  ten  thousand^  yea^ 
aUogedier  lovely 4 — Take  bun  for  your  adl,  and  bind  yoursdves  hand 
and  foot  to  his  obedience.  Let  yonr  ears  be  nailed  to  the  posts  of 
his  doors,  and  be  his  servants  for  ever. 

<'  And  now,  sedng  I  get  no  more  time  allowed  me  here  on  earth, 
I  dose  with  my  hearty  fiurewell  to  all  friends :  and  |»tiy  the  Lord 
may  guide  them  in  all  truth,  and  keep  them  from  dreadful  snares 
that  are  coming  through  this  covenanted  land  of  Scothmd.  So  I 
bid  you  all  £urewell,  and  be  faithful  to  the  death.  I  know  not  certainly 
what  may  become  of  me  after  this :  but  I  look  and  expect,  that  my 
time  in  this  world  is  now  near  an  end,  and  so  desire  to  welcome  all 
that  the  Lord  s^ids.  Thinking  presently  to  be  called  in  before 
God's  enemies,  I  subscribe  it. 

Sept.  28M,  1681.  Robert  Gabnock." 

Thus  did  he  conclude  his  narrative  in  the  immediate  prospect  of 
martyrdom.  We  therefore  now  come  to  notice  somewhat  anent 
his  tnal  and  death.      According  to  his  expectation  above  expressed, 
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he  WIS  broQgbt  Iwfore  liie  Odncfl,  October  !»  vtei»  famif  dis- 
owned the  long's  authority,  and  refused  them  as  judges,  he  war  on 
the  7th  brought  befm  the  Justiciary,  and  indicted,  as  iblows: 
<<  That  he  did  before  the  Comwil,  on  the  1st  of  October^  deoBhe  ^ 
authority  of  the  King  and  Gonncil^and  called  the  Kiag  wad  <hnD- 
cil  tyrants,  murderers,  peijnred,  and  manswem,  declaiteg'  it  was 
lawral  to  rise  in  arms  against  them :  and  ga¥e  in  anosttveasenflUe 
paper,  termed,  A  Prot^taHon  and  liithumy  Offttimt  ParHameMtiti ; 
wherein  he  terms  the  members  of  parliament  idolaters,  asnipers  of 
the  Lord's  inheritance ;  and  protests  against  theip  preoedaiv  in 
tiieir  hell-hatohed  acts :  which  paper  ts  si^ied  by  his  hmid,  whereby 
he  is  guilty  of  treason.  And  tother,  gave  in  a  dedaratito  to  the 
Ckmnol,  wherein*  the  said  Robert  Garnock  disowns  the  King's  a«llio- 
lity  and  government,  and  protests  against  the  Co— cil  as  tynmts. 
Therefore,*'  &c  His  own  explicit  confession,  and  thepapers  he  had 
given  in,  being  turned  against  him,  there  was  no  diffiealty  of  proba- 
tion. But  before  the  assise  were  endosed,  he,  with  five  o&ers, 
who  were  indicted  along  with  him,  delivered  to  the  jury,  a  protes- 
tation and  warning,  wherein  ^^they  advise  them  to  eoi«der  .what 
they  are  d6ing,  and  upon  wtet  grounds  ihey  pass  a  sentenoe  Upon 
tiiem.  They  dtfkace  ^ey  are  no  rebels :  they  disewB  bo  authority 
that  is  according  to  tiie  word  of  God,  and  the  oovenanla  the  land  is 
bound  by.  Hiey  charge  them  to  eonnder  how  deep  »  guilt  cove* 
nant-brealdng  is :  and  pM  them  in  mind  they  are  to  be  answefable 
to  die  great  Judge  of  all  for  what  they  do  in  this  matter:  and  say 
they  do  this,  since  they  are  in  haaard  of  their  lives,  and  against 
them.  It  is  a  dangerous  tyng  to  pass  a  sestenoe  en  men  merely 
because  of  their  oonsdenee  Md  judgmaiit,  only  because  they  cannot 
in  conscience  yield  to  the  iniquitous  laws  of  m^i:  That  they  are 
foee  subjects,  never  taken  in  any  action  contrary  to  the  prssent 
laws.  Adding,  that  tiiese  -whem  they  once  thought  should  or  would 
rule  for  €k>d,  have  turned  their  authority  ior  tyranny  .and  inhuma- 
nity ;  and  employ  it  both  in  destroying  the  laws  of  God,  and  nrar- 
dering  his  pe^e  against  and  without  law,  as  we  omselres  can 
prove  and  witness  when  lRt>nght  in  before  them.\  Aft^'two  years' 
imprisonment,  one  of  them  most  eradly  and  tyrant-lUce  rose  from 
the  place  of  judgment,  and  drew  a  sword,  and  would  have  killed 
one  of  ns;*.  but  IVovidenee  ordered  it  othuwise;  however,  the 
wound  is  yet  to  be  shown.  The  like  action  was  never  heard  or  read 
of. — After  reminding  them  of  the  case  of  David  Finlay  murdered  at 
Newmills,  of  Mr.  Mitchdl  and  James  Lermonth,  who  was  murder- 
ed after  be  was  tiu^ee  times  freed  by  the  assise,  ^ey  add,  that  after 
such  murd^s,  they  cannot  see  how  they  can  own  them  as  jnd^fes, 
charging  them  to  notice  what  tiiey  do ;  assnrii^  them  their  blood 
will  be  heavy  upon  them :  Concluding  with  Jer.  xxvi.  15.  and 
chai^ng  them  not  to  take  innocent  blood  on  their  heads."     Thb 


*  Probably  Uils  this  Garnock,  who,  thougb  a  prlratc  man,  was  honoured  ^  Um 
Lord  to  be  a  public  witness. 
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auj^  mm  «"  StkMrilMl  us  Bdmkirgli^   (Motor  Wt,   tIBt'  hf 
RoBSBT  Gaamock,  D.  Farrib,  Ja.  SrswARr,  Al,£^  HuSSELt, 

VA¥4  SoattCAN,  Uttd  C*  l^AFBIiAt. 


»a»itheli«adittt4lia&dsof  Ih6  tc»t  lifter  death,  and  to  be 
i<t»<p«t  tiwr  tlmmmB  pftrt. 

Wtot  Irig^fHnieiit  and  excitlw^  witeB  at  the  j^aoe  ofWecn- 
tAaHkf  we  are  at  a  km  to  deaeribe  t  biity  firon  what  haa  been  dmdy 
nlatedy  wemay  aoMy  ooAdnde  tl«it  it  was  t^tily  noble  ffiid  Christian. 
AaA  tliat  tiio  reader  mmf  kam  somewiiM  o#  ih  exerdaes,  tem]^, 
and  dii^oaition  at  die  time,  I  ahaU  tmUmui  n  few  aentenjoea  from  faia 
iaat  flpem  tad  djinff  teatimoiqr. 

^  I  bk»  the  Lorc^  that  ever  be  bcMurad  the  like  of  me  witli  a 
Moody  g>bet  and  Meody  windftig  aheet  for  hia  noble,  honourable, 
«ad  aweet  esnae.  O  wm  ye  lore  hi]%  Sfarfti^  O  he  ia  well  worth 
the  ktinr,  and  fniltiag  all  for.  O  for  ttaay  livea  io  a^  theaweet 
aava  wm :  if  I  had  aa  many  Urea  an  there  nite  hakn  on  mv  hea^ 
I  wmdd  think  them  dt  litde  te  be  martyva  for  tmth.  I  btesa  the 
liotd,  I  do  not  aoffsr  imwiffiogly  aor  hf  eoattnint)  bnt  heartily  and 
efoaoiiilly.  I  haye  been  a  long  timeptfeonar,  and  We  been  altered 
of  my  F<riaoD.  I  waa  amongst  aad  tai  the  ooaqpany  of  Ae  htost  part 
wfaoaimmd  amce  Botkwell,  aad  waa  ftb  ootDpanv  tdth  many  eii-^ 
attM^ig  penona;  though  I  do  aol  qoeatiea  thehr  beiii^g  g^<&y  f<^k ; 
aad  yet  the  Lord  kept  me  firom  hearkening  to  Ui^b*  detHiaA 
Cfbinr,  glory  to  faia  hoiy  and  sweet  name.  It  is  many  times  my 
wonoOT  how  I  haTO  done  such  aad  such  things ;  but  it  is  he  that  has 
done :  he  hath  done  afl  things  in  me  2  holy  ia  his  name.  I  falea^the 
Lord  I  an  this  day  to  at^  out  of  time  into  eternity,  and  I  am  ao 
m<Nre  troaUed,  thmi  if  I  were  ta  take  a  matah  by  amrriage  en  earthy 
and  not  so  mndi.  I  bless  the  Lord  I  haye  much  peace  of  conscience 
in  what  I  haye  done.  O  but  I  think  it  a  yery  weighty  piece  of 
bkttitiessto  be  Iritfain  twelre  hours  of  eternity,  -and  not  troubled. 
Indeed  the  Lord  is  kind,  and  has  trained  me  up  for  this  day,  and 
tiow*  I  can  want  him  no  longer.  I  shall  be  filled  with  his  love  this 
aight  I  finr  I  wiU  be  with  hua  in  paradise,  and  get  a  new  sow  pat 
In  lay  moath^  the  song  of  Moeea  and  the  Lanb :  I  wiR  be  hi 
ttnoagftt  (lie  general  asiiembly  of  the  first-botn,  knd  enjoy  the  sweet 
presence  of  God  aad  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  spirits  of  just 
men  made  perfect ;  I  am  sure  of  it. 

''Now my  Loidisbringmgmetoeoaformity  widihiai8elf,andlHH 
naarii^HMaloag  with  niy  worthy  pastor  Mr.  James  Guthrie:  althoQgb 
I  knew  nothing  when  he  was  aliye,  yet  the  Lord  hath  honoured  me 
to  protest  against  Popery,  and  to  seal  it  with  my  blood :  and  ha 
haUi  honouxed  me  to  protest  against  Prelacy,  and  to  seal  it  with  my 
l»leod.  The  Loid  haa  ki^  me  in  prison  to  this  day  for  that  end 
Ifav  Gathrie's  he*d  is  oti  one  port  of  Ediabmgh,  and  mine  mast  go 

Scots  Worthies,  No,  f&.  Be 
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OB  anotber.  Qlory^  glory  to  Cie  Jcund't  8WmI  mioB,  tmt  wki*  lie 
hath  done  for  me.         .  . 

"  Now  I  bless  the  Lord,  I  am.not,  as  many  sugpeot  me^  thinking 
to  win  heaven  by  my  sufPering.  No,  there  is  no  attaining  of  it  hH 
ihroagk  the  precioni  blood  of  the  Sea  of  God.  Now»  ye  tint  are 
die  true  seekers  of  God,  and  the  butt  of  the  worid^s  malke,  O  be 
diligent  and  ran  hat.  Time  is  precious ;  O  make  use  of  it,  andJMl 
for  God ;  cx>nteud  for  troth,  atand  for  God  against  all  his  enenies ; 
fear  not  the  wrath  of  man ;  love  one  another ;  wrestle  with  God-; 
mutually,  in  sodeties,  confesi  your  fauUa  cne  to  amkhtr;  pray  om 
with  another;  reprove^  exhort^  md  rebuke  one  mmatker  m  iam. 
Slight  no  conmianded  doty :  Be  fiutlrful  in  your  statioiis^  as  yon 
will  be  answerable  at  the  great  day :  seek  noit  ooonsel  freai  men ; 
follow  none  further  than  Uiey  hold  by  truth* 

'<  Now,  farewell,  sweet  reproaches  tot  my  lerely  Leid  Jesus : 
though  once  they  were  not  joyous  but  grievous,  yet  now  IhBj  aie 
sweet.  And  I  bles9  the  Lord  lor  it,  I  heartily  foigive  all  men  for 
any  thing  they  have  said  of  me :  and  I  f«ay  it  may  not  be  laid  unto 
their  charge  in  the  dav  of  accounts :  and  for  what  they  have  done  to 
God  and  hig  cause,  I  leave /that  to  God,  and  their  oWn  oonsdenoe. 
Farewell  all  Christian  acquaintance,  fiidier,  mother,  Ac  fVuvwell 
sweet  prison  for  my  royal  liord  Jesus  Christ,  now  at  an  end. 
Farewell,  all  crosses  of  one  sort  or  another ;  and  so  farewell,  every 
thing  in  time,  reading,  praying  and  believing.  Welcome  eternal 
lite,  and  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect :  Welcome  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghost :  into  thy  hands  I  commit  my  spiriL— jSlie 
mhscribitun 

<<AoBKRT  GaRKOCK*" 

Accordingly  the  foregoing  sentence  in  all  its  parts,  was  execoled 
upon  them  all,*  except  Limsley,  who  got  oS.  And  so  they  had 
their  passage  firom  the  valley  of  misery  into  the  celeslisl  comitry 


*  The  fiiltliftd  ukd.piout  Mr.  Renwick  wm  present,  and  wai  nauAt  afleetod  si 
the  execntloo ;  and  after  It  be  aaaemUed  eome  ftienda,  lifted  their  bodlei  in  th9 
night,  and  burled  them  In  the  West  Kirk.  They  alio  got  their  heads  down ;  bn^ 
day  -approachlDf  4  they  oould  not  nudce  the  same  plaos^  bat  were  oUiged  to  torn 
isMe  to  LauristoQ  yuds,  in  which  one  Alexander  Tweedie^  then  Ineoufany  with 
thnn,  was  gardener,  and  there  they  interred  them.  This  place  being  nncoltifatad 
lor  a  long  time^  they  lay  till  October  7,  1728,  when  another  gardener,  trsnchiDg 
Hie  gnoond,  found  them.  They  were  lifted,  and  by  direction  were  laid  on  a  table 
tn  the  smnmer-house  of  the  proprietor ;  and  a  Mr  linen  doth  being  laid  over 
them,  all  had  access  to  come  and  see  them.  On  the  19th  they  were  pot  Into  a 
coffin  covered  with  black,  and  by  some  friends  carried  to  Onj-MutC  diurcb. 
yard,  and  Interred  near  the  martyrs*  tomb,  it  being  nearly  £uiy-five  yean 
since  their  sepsratfen  from  Aeir  bodies,  lliey  were  reburled  on  the  same  day, 
Wedneeday,  and  about  four  o'clock  aftemdon,  the  same  time  at  which  they  went 
to  their  resUng-phice  i  and  attended,  says  one  present,  «  with  the  greatest  multi- 
tnde  of  people,  old  and  young,  men  and  women,  ministers  and  others^  that  ever  I 
•aw  together.*'  And  there  they  lie,  waiting  a  glarioos  resurrsetion  on  tho  mocn- 
ing  of  the  kst  day,  when  they  shall  be  raised  up  with  mors  honoma  than  at  their 
death  they  were  treated  with  reyroach  and  ignmniny. 
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Aoym,U>hAMt4h^lmAtf^kereaeMMiidni»  <ay  noi,  I  am  mckg 
andthepeopUHiatdweUtherdnareforgivmihM^ 

Thoi  died  Robert  Garnock,  in  the  flower  of  his  youth ;  a  yoang 
many  but  an  old  Oliristian.  i£8  faithfulness  was  as  remarkable  as 
bis  piety,  and  his  courage  and  constancy  as  both.  He  was  inui^ 
to  tribiuation  almost  from  his  youth,  daring  which  he  was  so  tar 
from  hein^  discouraged  at  the  cross  of  Christ,  that,  in  imitation  o^ 
the  primitive  martyrs,  he  seemed  rather  ambitious  of  suffering.  He 
always  aimed  at  honraty ;  and,  notwithstanding  all  opposition  from 
pretended  friends  and  pr^essed  foes,  he  was,  by  the  Lord's  strength, 
esabled  to  remain  unshaken  to  the  last:  for  diough  he  was  well 
nigh  foiled,  yet^  with  the  faithful  man  he  was  never  vanquished. 
IMwy  the  Lord  enaUe  many  in  this  apostate,  insidious,  and  lukewarm 
pneration,  to  emulate  the  martyr;  m  imitatbn  of  him  who  now 
mheriti  the  promise,  Be  thoufaiafid  tatA>  deoA^  and  I  will  give 
ikdeaeroumi^Ufe. 


ROBERT  M«WARD. 

Mr.  Robert  M*Ward  was  a  native  of  Galloway,  and  bom  fai 
Glenhice.  After  havii^  gone  through  the  preparatory  course  ef 
learning  at  the  university,  he  was  oroained  minister  of  the  gosp^ 
at  Glasgow,  ^diere  he  condnned  in  theiaithful  discharge  of  his  duty, 
until  the  year  1661,  when  he  with  others  began  to  observe  the  do- 
sign  of  the  then  government  to  overturn  the  whole  covenanted 
work  of  refbrmation.  In  the  month  of  Febrvary  ihat  year,  he 
gave  a  most  fiuthfnl  and  seasonable  testimony  against  the  giving 
defections  of  the  time,  in  a  sermon  delivered  in  the  Tron  Church, 
upon  a  week  day ;  a  sermon  whidi  was  afterwards  made  die  ground 
of  a  severe  prosecution.  His  text  was  in  Amos  iiL  2.  You  nave  I 
known  of  du  AefamUiee  efike  ecartky  ike.  He  had  preached  upon  it 
for  some  time  upon  the  week-days ;  and  alter  he  had  nm  over  per* 
aonal  sins,  he  came  to  the  general  aon^  national  inimuties  then 
abounding.  Having  then  edaiged  on  these  tUngs  wi  w  much  do- 
quenoe,  Mid  in  a  most  moving  way,  he  gives  pertinent  directions  to 
mourn,  and  consider,  to  repent,  and  return,  to  wresde  and  pour  out 
their  souls  before  the  Lord,  encouraging  them  to  these  duties  from 
this,  **  That  God  will  look  u|^  these  duties  as  their  dissent  from 
what  is  done  prajudioial  to  his  work  and  interest,  and  mark  them 
aasoBg  the  moumen  of  Zion.**  But  what  was  most  noticed,  was 
that  with  which  he  closed  this  sermon,  **  As  for.  my  part,  saith  h% 
as  a  poor  member  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  and  an  unwortby  mi« 
nister  in  it,  I  do  this  day  call  you  who  are  the  people  oi  God  to 
witness,  that  I  humUy  offer  my  dissent  to  all  acts  which  are  or  shaH 
be  passed  sgainst  the  covenants  and  the  work  of  refbrmation  in 
boodand.  I  protest  that  I  am  desirous  to  be  free  of  the  ffuiU 
thereof;  and  pray  diat  God  may  put  it  upon  record  in  heaven. 
Hie  nmse  of  this  sermon  quickly  ^read   abroad,   and   Mn 
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M^  Ward  Was  brong^i  to  Edinburgh  under  s  gnard,  and  Imprisoned. 
Very  soon  after,  he  had  an  indictment  given  him  by  the  King^t 
Advocate  for  treasonable  preaching  and  sedition.  What  the  nature 
of  the  indictment  was,  we  may  eaisily  guess  from  the  scope  of  his 
excellent  sermon*  Being  allowed  latvyers,  his  process  beoune  v^ 
long  and  tedious.  Upon  the  6th  of  June,  he  was  brought  before 
Ae  parliament,  where  he  had  a  public  opportunity  to  give  proof  of 
his  eminent  parts  and  solid  judgment.  Hh  eloquence  was  owned 
by  his  very  adversaries ;  and  he  defended  botii  by  scripture  and 
reason,  the  expressions  in  his  sermon. 

Although  his  excellent  speech  liad  not  the  influence  that  m^:ht 
have  been  expected,  yet  doubtless  it  had  some,  £>r  the  House  de-  ^ 
hyed  coining  to  an  issue  at  this  time.  Indeed  he  expected  a  Fen- 
tence  of  deiUh,  which  no  way  damped  him,  but  his  Master  had 
more,  and  very  important  wonc  for  him,  elsewliere.  Whether  it 
was  in  consequence  of  orders  from  Court  to  shed  no  more  blood,  or 
for  other  reasons,  is  not  known ;  but  his  afbir  being  delayed  for 
some  time,  he  upon  some  encouragement  given  him  of  success,  gave 
in  a  supplication  to  parliament,  herein  he  exchanges  the  words 
protest  and  dissent,  which  he  had  used  in  his  sermon,  for  those  of 
testifying,  declaring,  and  bearing  witness ;  and  yet  at  the  same  time 
«ter%  that  he  is  not  broi^t  to  tins  akemtton,  so  ttmch  from  £&or 
^f  his  person,  as  from  an  earnest  desire  to  remove  out  of  the  way 
tvery  occasion  of  stumbling,  that  there  may  be  the  more  ready  ai^ 
oess,  without  prejudice  of  words,  to  ponder  and  givte  judgment  of 
the  matter :  and  withal,  humbly  prostrates  hhnseif  at  their  honowa* 
|eet>  to  he  dii^oaed  of  as  they  shaU  think  fit. 

This  suj^kalioi^  with  whst  went  befotfe,  im^  h«ve  aoftsMd 
thd  Mveoutors;  yet  it  had  Ho  effeel  Mr«  Shaip  and  Us 
fineiras  resolved  now  to  be  rid,  as  much  as  they  ooiddi  of  the  meet 
esunent  presbyterian  ministers;  and  therefore  ho  was  haniahed, 
which  indeed  was  the  highest  thing  ihittj  could  do  mtlesa  they  had 
taken  his  life.  Vfoti  the  5th  or  Mk  of  July,  the  parHamrat  gave 
hJsB  for  answer.  *^  That  Ihey  pots  sentenee  of  banidilnent  i^os  • 
the  anppUeaUt,  aOowSag  him  six  laonths  to  tanry  in  the  nation ;  oao 
of  whftdi  only  in  Glasgow,  with  power  to  Urn  to  i^oeive  the  follow- 
n^  y^*a  attend,  at  dq^artue." 

.  His  Maat^  having  work  for  him  daewhen,  he  sobmitted  to  tUi 
aoBteiMO^  traaifOffted  himself  aod  hia  fiunily  to  Rotlerdai^  where 
fovawhiio,nponthodeatliof^Ilev.Mr.  Fsire,  (anthor  of  the 
C3oitipeiidiou4  Churdi  BBitory,)  he  wal  employ od  l»  nmdoler  of  &e 
Soots  congregation  there,  to  the  no  sttudl  e^cataon  of  manj ;  and 
that  not  only  to  8«ch  as  had  fled  thither  ftma  the  rage  and  my  ot. 
petseeotof^  but  also  to  those  who  rsootted  to  him  a*d  Mr.  fi^owa, 
for  their  odvioo  towards  earrying  o»  and  bearing  isp  a  foithfol  testi- 
mony against  both  right  and  left  hand  exti^emes,  with  every  other 
prevwOi^  corruption,  and  defection  of  that  day,  it  bdng  a  day  of 
treading  down  in  the  valley  ofvisknu  . 

The  rage  of  lus  persecutors  followed  him,  even  into  a  otmngi 
btid ;  for  about  the  end  of  the  year  1676^  the  King^  under  the  in- 
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fluence  of  the  Primate^  wrote  to  the  States-General  to  cause  remove 
out  Df  the  ProTinoeSy  James  Wallaoe,  Robert  M' Ward  and  John 
Brown.  But  the  States,  considering  that  Messrs.  M'Ward  and 
Brown  had  already  submitted  to  the  3ootB  law,  and  having  reoeiired 
the  sentence  of  banishinent  out  of  the  Bang's  doniinian,  had  come 
under  their  protection,  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  remove  them, 
and  to  this  effect  wrote  to  tjieir  ambassador  nt  the  Court  of  £119* 
land,  to  signify  the  same  to  his  Majesty. 

Afiter  this,  Mr.  M^Ward  was  concerned  in  ordiiyuung  the  faithfc^ 
Richard  Cameron,  when  in  Holland^  in  1679,  and  sent  him  hoi^^ 
with  positive  instructions  to  tifb  up  a  £oee  and  futhful  testis 
mony  against  every  encroachmeat  made  upon  the  church  of  CSbrist, 
and  particularly  the  indulgences,  against  which  he  himself  uey^ 
failed  to  witness. 

He  remained  at  Rotterdam,  until  his  death  which  hl»pened  about 
the  Year  1681,  or  1682.  When  ui  his  last  sickness,  it  is  said  he  d^ 
sired  Mr.  Shidds  and  some  other  friends  to  eanr  him  out  that  hp 
might  see  a  comet  which  then  appeared ;  and  when  he  saw  it,*  he 
blessed  the  Lord  that  he  was  about  to  dose  his  eyes,  and  was  noit 
to  see  the  wofnl  days  that  were  coming  on  Britain  and  Irdbn<i^  but 
e^pedally  on  Scotland.  He  shordy  alter  died,  and  entered  ii^p  hifs 
^aster*s  joy,  after  he  had  been  twenty  years  d>sent  from  his  J(^tb 
country. 

It  were  altogether  superAuous  to  insist  upon  the  character  of 
this  fidthful  minister  and  witness  of  Jems  Ctirlst,  seeing  that  his 
own  writings  do  fuHy  evidence  him  to  have  been  a  man  of  great 
doquence,  i^ld  singidar  zeaL  While  in  Holland,  he  wrote  several 
Jneces,  whidl  are  ,8^d  to  be  the  following;  The  Poor  Mans  Cup 
of  Cold  Water,  mhdjstered  to  the  Saints  and  Sufferers  for  Christ  in 
ffcotbmd,  published  ^bou^  1679 ;  Earnest  Contendings,  published 
in  172S ;  Banders  disbanded :  with  several  Prefatory  Epistles  to 
some  of  Mr.  Brown's  Works.  He  wrote  also  many  other  papers 
land  letters,  but  especially,  a  History  of  the  Defections  of  the 
Church  of  Scotlano,  which  has  never  lutherto  been  publi^ed. 
Some  accounts  say  that  Naphtali  was  written  by  him. 


*  For  a  hundred  yean  after  this-  period,'  it  wm  a  prerailiiig  opiniMi,  eren 
■snopf  well  i|i£»in9e4#igKl  relifloiia  petioM  in  ScttHiadfiihaS  tlatoe  wm  MmetMog 
portento^  innh^  .HPPMnnoe  of  a  oem^;  and  the  oUniM  krtaiu^  wMUb  mf 
own  recollection,  Aiave  mited  gcnat  alarm,  as  *'  aigaa  in  the  hesvoM*'  4if  aome^ 
tblnff  dreadful  that  wai  to  happen.  It  Is  not  iwyfeiflinf  that  aaoh  xn^  ae  Mr. 
M'Ward  were  imprcp«d  with  the  oomaumisentlinaot.  Thtf  had  ieaived  froaa 
Chrift'a  wocda,  that  '<  ^igm  in  4he  hMywu"  w««  Kuuieetad  with  <^diaar9m  of  ^i*. 
tions;*'  and  though  they  mad^  utrh^Pi  aa  imivvper  awJiaathin  of  tfaa  psepheey, 
we  cannot  wonder  M  their  mlitah^  ibtronttoucal  eeience  waa  t^ea  little  ooltl- 
fated  in  Scotland ;  snd  few  were  aware  that  the  irarnlntions  of  a  comet  are  as  va* 
fularaathoeeoftheixMNWit.tlloi^ltaorfaltinayboaoJai^eastoadiBitof  Ha  1^ 
fc^MMaonlyonoeinhwidiadaofyatfi.  '^  W.  M»a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


4fiS  SCOtft  %VORl'tir£l 


.     JAAfES  WALLACE  OF  ACHENSL* 

^o  the  ftttentiYe  reader  of  the  previbus  memoirs,  the  name  of 
Colonel  Wallace,  a^  having  commanded  the  insnrgent  forces  at 
Pentland,  most  alreadv  be  ^miliar.  The  prominent  part  which,  on 
that  occasion,  he  fxdfilled,  the  disinterested  motives  from  which  he 
mnst  have  ac^ted,  his  well  known  attachment  to  the  presbyterian 
caose,  together  with  the  general  excellence  of  his  character.  Doth  in 
a  religions  and  moral  point  of  view,  jostly  entitle  Mm  to  a  place 
amongst  the  Scottish  Worthies. 

In  conmion  with  many  others  who  have  merited  the  grateful  re- 
membraiioe  of  posterity,  little  is  known  of  his  early  life.  He  was 
descended  firom  one  of  the  most  ancient  and  respectable  families  in 
Ayrshire.  In  the  record  of  his  trial  after  the  battle  of  Pentland, 
he  is  styled  **  James  Wallace  of  Achens  "  f  an  estate  which  is  si- 
tuated in  the  parish  of  Diindonald,  and  whicb,  together  with  the 
lands  of  that  name,  had  been  the  property  of  his  ancestors  for  many 
gteerations. 

The  lands  of  Dnndonald  were,  we  find,  disposed  of  in  1640,  jost 
two  years  previous  to  the  first  notice  of  our  worthy,  which  history 
has  recorded,  and  perhaps  about  the  time,  or  shortly  after  he  enter- 
ed  on  the  duties  of  active  life.  He  seems  early  to  have  made 
choice  of  the  military  profession,  and  having  distinguished  himself 
in  the  parliamentary  army  during  the  civil  war,  was  raised  to  the 
rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel.  In  1642,  he  belonged  to  the  Marquis 
of  Argyle's  regiment,  and  was  sent  to  Ireland  to  quell  the  disturb- 
ances in  that  country.  In  1645  he  was  recalled  to  assist  in  opposing 
the  victorious  progress  of  Montrose,  and  shortly  after  this  was 
taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Kilsyth.  In  1650,  when  Charles  11. 
came  to  Scotland  the  Parliament  ordered  two  regiments  ul  1^^ 
Guards  to  be  embodied^  one  of  horse  and  the  other  of  foot,  to  be 
composed  of  <*  the  choicest  of  the  army,  and  fittest  for  that  trust** 
Lord  Lorn  was  appointed  Colonel^  and  Wallace  Lieutenant-Colonely 
of  the  foot  regiment  of  guards.  In  the  discharge  of  this  office,  the 
colours  which  were  entrusted  to  him,  bore  this  remarkable  inscrip- 


*  Thk  Memoir,  in  oomlrtaief  with  «Im  order  of  time  wlMi  ia  fiiOowii 
Uiroi^oiit  the  work,  ought  to  have  been  Introdoeed  at  an  eaiUer  elage  of  it.  The 
fnper  flaoe  liir  h  ie  between  the  livoe  of  MUehdl  and  WeBwood.  Bttt  hdh« 
everioeked  at  the  time  when  theee  wen  in  the  PHater^a  haiid%  hi  tepefSuoe  ai 
SAad^tioii  to  the  werfc,  hm  indneed  the  Editor  to  iaeot  it  here^ 

t  Oppodte  to  the  Tillase  and  eaatle,  (of  Duidoiiald)  ia  a  very  beantifia  \mak 
ef  wood,  upwards,  in  moot  plaoea,  of  100  ftet  in  heifht,  and  eztendtei^  near  a 
mile  to  the  nor^-weet  In  a  grmA  cujffatmn  of  thia  bank,  and  on  a  gm^  cmi- 
MDoe,  siandB  the  howe  of  Anient,  Jbr  a  lonf  period  the  reaidenQe  ef  the  Val* 
iMsee  of  Dimdonald.  Abost  1640.  tUaeata^eame  teto  the  peeiearfen  ef  Sir  WB- 
UanLGodurane  of  Lowdon  (Cowdoo)  knisfal^  wiio  waa-aflerwards  created  oMi  ef 
Dnndonald,  At  the  Auchena  are  the  Mmaina  of  a  anaU  orchard  which  wee  eoce 
In  liigh  reputation.  The  pear,  known  in  Scotfamd  bj  the  name  of  Auchen^  de- 
rUwA  that  name  fiom  this  place.     See  Statist.  Aoc.  of  Dundooald  pariih. 
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timu  *^  CoT^fiant  lor  BefigUMi-*-Kfaig  avd  Kxagieiam,'*  nid,  m  bus 
been  wett  renndfied,  when  ktt  aftermtds  aiip«*r9d  at  Pentlandy  it 
QOold  soarody  be  said  tbat  ba  deaeited  bis  standard^  or  ohanged  bk 

He  waa  preeent  at  tbe  hatlle  of  Dunbar,  lo  d&BaBtrons  to  the 
Scots,  and  was  taken  prisoner  on  tbat  oocauen*  In  a  petition  read 
in  Pariiament  on  tbe  30th  of  December  ibat  year,  Lord  Lorn  saysy 
",.In  respect  mj  Lientenani-Colonel  has,  in  God*s  good  provid^ice, 
retomod  to  bis  charge,  whose  fidelity  in  Ibis  caaip  is  well  known 
both  in  Ireland  and  in  this  kingdom,  and  that  bis  losses  are  rery 
many  and  great,  I  do  bnn^ly  desire  that  yonr  Mi^esty,  and  this 
fakb  CoBrt  of  Pariiament,  may  he  pleased  in  a  particular  manner  to 
take  notice  of  him,  that  1^  mskj  not  only  have  a  company  appointed 
btm,  but  Bkewise  something  may  be  done  for  bis  satiB&otion  of  bis 
fornix  losses."  Upon  this.petitien  the  committee  of  bills  reported 
'Hhat  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wallace  may  be  veferred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Estates,'  that  be  may  be  assigned  to  some  part  of  tbe 
excise,  or  nuantenance,  form  of  the  shire  of  Ayr,  or  any  oth^  of 
the  shires  in  the  south  ;'*  and  the  bouse  referred  the  petition,  and 
the  several  mmnbers  thereof  to  the  eonnderation  of  the  Committee 
of  3Bit|ite8,  ^'  that  such  course  may  be  taken  thereanent  as  they  shall' 
think  fitting .** 

It  is  probable  that  he  Itred  retbed  after  iJie  Restoration,  until 
fhe  year  1666,  when  bis  attachment  to  tbe  presbyterian  rdigion, 
and  tbe  liberties  of  his  country,  induced  him  to  take  part  with  &o8e 
who  l^id  reconrse  to  arms  in  defence  of  that  cause.  On  loiaing 
tb^m.  he  wsa  unanimously  chosen  as  the  person  best  qiulmed  to 
take  the  command. 

In  the  appearance  which  be  made  at  this  time,  and  in  aoeepting 
the^dangerous  post  to  which  be  was  choswi,  Wallace  could  be  ac- 
tuated only  by  tbe  most  disinterested  motives.  He  had  no  nrivate 
quarrel  to  revenge ;  be  bad  given  no  personal  offence  to  tne  go- 
veinunent ;  and,  aa  he  was  not  invdved  in  tbe  circumstances  which 
ledrto  the  first  rising,  be  had.no  cause  to  be  alarmed  fdr  bis  owur 
safety.  The  prospects,  when  he  first  engaged  in  tiie  design,  were 
fitf  from  being  flattering,  e^pedally  to  one  of  his  knowledge  and 
eiq»erience  in  military  af^Eurs,  and  he  bad  it  in  his  power  to  retire^ 
as  others  did,  after  be  saw  the  real  state  of  those  who- were  in  arras. 
Nor  was  bis  conduct^  during  tbe  short  lime  that  be  commanded^' 
discreditable  to  his  military  talents ;  especially  ^dien  we  take  intp 
consideration  the  small  number  of  men  which  be  bad  under  bim^  the 
misenUe  manner  in  wbkfa  theraost  of  tbem  were  equipped^  and 
the  want  of  inferior  officers  to  conduct  them.  ^  WaUaoe  bims^ 
was  a  gentleman  godly  and  resolute ;  hot  such  an  undertaking  was 
for  a  man  of  miracles."  By  the  line  of  march  whidi  he  chose,  he 
mre  an  importunity  to  the  friends  of  the.cans^  in  the  most  popn* 
mus  counties,  if  th^  had  be^idisposed,  to  join  its  staadacd.  He 
prevented  General  Dalii<d  from  obtatnin|^  that  advantage  wlucb  be 
sought,  for  attacking  him  during  his  march.  If  the  government 
bad  been  disposed  to  suppress  tbe  insurrection  without  Uoodshed, 
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made  of  his  men,  was  the  yery  besly  when  he  had  to  oppoee' 
eoemy  dme  Allies  die  iiiiliibteef  his  own  tro6ps«  By  l^gMnj^  at 
tb^tiviehediiiyiasteaiefdelayHigyashekBewheeeiiklMiaj  doC 
hft  {iroTided  €w  die  better  esoapevof  his  man,  in  Ike  emaV  ^ 
\kw bmng  wonted;  a&d^  mdeedy  the  loss  astoaDy  silMaiMd  Wat 
hu  lima  it  wodid  in  all  piohability  have  'heeii,  i^  withMt  cMagiMft 
he  had  disbaaded  itt  amiy  doriw  Ite  iiight.  TIm  hattla  of  Psoti^ 
hmd-hiUs  was  a  wdUooght  Md^  not  a  dtsgiaoefol  vmd;  lifee  AM 
which  atetrwaids  hapfenedf  andera  rery  different  ieadsiv  at  Bbll^ 
wdl-bridfet 

On  Uie  loss  of  the  battle,  Colonel  WaBaoe  left  the  &M  im  mit^ 
paay  widt  Mr.  Jehu  Welch,  aad  taking  a  nordi-west^y  direofion 
alongthehiib,  escaped  the  poraiut  of  the  encoiiv.  After  ndiag  to 
a  fuffisieBt  dtslaaoe^  they  turned  their  hpraes  awft,  and  slept  dolr^ 
io^  the  remainder  of  :the  night  in'a  bam.  Having  oonoealed  Ua^ 
s«tf  for  some  time,  Waikee  at  last  got  safely  oat  of  the  UngdottL 
The  battle  of  Pendand  was  fyof^  on  the  28Ch  of  Not^eMber ,  and 
en  the  4th  of  DeeenAor,  the  Fnyy  Conndl  issned  a'  proelaaia&B 
prohibitiiig  all  persons  from  haffbomiiig  or  coirespondfa^  with 
tlm,  w  any  of  thbse  who  had  been  in '  amii  widi  hha,  nn- 
der  the  pain  of  being  treated  as  acgessei  y  to  ike^  late  reb^on. 
And,  on  the  16th  of  Angnst,  Wallace^  and  sir  otkers  tvHko  had  ab- 
soonded,  were  fonnd  gmlty  and  eondenmed  to  be  execaiod  asMitM^ 
when  tiaeif  shonid  beapprdieiided,  and  all  iheiv  haA  and  goodvto 
be  forfeited  to  his  Majesty's  nse.  This  sentenoe  ^waa  raSUM  hf 
Pariiaorant  ui  1669,  and  waa  )reac^nded  at  the  Retolntioil. 

F«r  several  years  Wallaee  was  (4>lig;ed  to  wa^d^  flflsm  a^ 
part  of  the  eontiaeiit  to  another  for  the  sake  of  s^cdtlty.  Per 
the  same  reason  he  assomed  the  naaoe  of  ¥Vnpl^  Wfom  Auf 
mcaminatbn  of  James  Mitchell,  we  learn,  ikal,  in  the  t6ar  1670 
im  was  en  the  borders  of  Genuaay.  When  he  tkenght  &e  aenvk 
after  him  had  rsfexed,  he  took  np  his  residei^  a|  Rdttodam  t  bnt 
he  was  not  allowed  to  remain  there  nmSstDrbed.  On  tlie  87tii  or 
Jnne  1676,  Charles  wroU  to  the  SMes  Oenerad,  reqnirhig  lilett, 
agteeaUy  to  an  article  in  a  treaty  betweui  the  two  eomrtries,  to 
canse  WaUaoe,  with  Messrs.  M^Ward  md  &own,  rainisterB,  to  re- 
moTO  ham  th^  tenritozies,  as  persons  gmlty  of  lese^mijestytfalDSt 
tlw  Kii«  of  Qreat  Britain.  Of  this  traasa^on,  which  has  afready 
beenaBiidedtohitheliveaof]%M>wnand  M'^Ward,  we  skd  here 
intradnoe  a  more  detailed  aeeonnt.  Mr.  Brown,  in  a  paper  ef  tt- 
foiaataon  whioh  he  gave  in  to  the  States  Oen^nd,  after  reftfffiqr  to 
the  relbsal  of  the  States  to  comply  with  n  similar  demand  in  1670^ 
mentionathattliepresenit-a]n»liGation  had  been  instigated  by  one 
Henry  Wilkae,  whom  tito  Id^  Imd  pkuwd  at  the  head  of  the  Soot- 
taah  &etory  at  Campver^  who  was  A^eased  becanse  many  of  Bb 
countsymun,  with  the  view  of  enjoying  the  ministry  of  Messrs. 
M*  Ward  and  Brown,  had  repaliwl  ta  Ronerdam,  aad  loroiight  lOeir 
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hry  ,v«g  pipaircvd.  Mr«  Bwyn^  deme^  Im  tUih^r  he  or  lus  col- 
l^^ifjofi  w^  ey^  cQATiot^d  of  txewm,  md  l^  t)ie  Stales  to  v^ 
fmret  fvsm  Bvc  Willum  Ten^  tbe  Eo^^  ambaagador,  »  popy  of 
tlie  nantftniw  j^nounce^ agaiiiBt  them;  m  Ai^  wovld  Aow  itiat  the 
article  in  the  tveaty  cKd  JiV>tap{i)y  tp  them,  and  liodght  h^  the  jaeaiw 
a^)  of  fiqacong  WaQaci^  £qpm  a^pro«9c«itao^  whi<^  had  eemmenoed 
pniidpa%  OB  theiriU9<:^nii$.  «<  Bm^"  €OA0iuiQshe> ''  it  may  behhitad 
to  Sir  WlUiapiiTompIe^thfBt  Jw6aFoihe8»i3AMWaIh^ 
apd  aldlfid  iK^dieF;  floid  may  ^ireate  more  tinoid>le  to  the  Ki^  at 
haaie  iii,Scot)aad»  if  he  be  fon^  tp  remoYO  heftce,  thaa  he  «an  de 
by  remaining  here  in  the  NelWlanddi  and  di;s«haimig  the  ofioe  of 
an  elder  in  toe  S<H>tti$h  church  at  Rotterdam*"  The  States  Oene- 
nd  were  satisfied  that  they  weve  not  honnd  by  the  trei^  to  remoYe 
the  ministers ;  an^they  instructed  Lord  Bemiin^en,  their  ambassa- 
doir  ^  the  co9rt  of  £^land»  to  represent  to  his  Mi^esty,  that  they 
hgfei  ha  wovid  aot^require  theni  to  put  away  persona  who  had 
cpinpUed  with  the  sentence  of  banishneat  pronoanced  a(|;ainsa 
them ;  and  to  waYe»  ia  the  host  and  discreetest  manner,  the  £6re- 
iQ^ionpd  matter*  as  b^n^  m  the  bi^^hest  dc^gree  pr^ndicialto  their 
eoimtry*  But  instead  of  t&  afiisir  bemg  dre{^pedy  other  letters  were 
sept  J^rom  Enjdand  repeativ^  the  demand  ii»  stronger  language}  and 
Sw  William  Temple  left  J^cguen,  where  be  was  empl^ed'ia  the 
negQiuations  for  a  peap^  the^i  going  on,  and  eame  to  the  nague,  for  ^ 
the  express  porppse  of/qrging  a  caftegoiAad  and  a^eedy  answer. 
Upon  dua  the  States  Creneral,  to  proYent  a  qvsarel  with  Ureat  Bri- 
tam>  ji^dged  it  prudent  to  yield ;  hut  they  ^iled  .not  to  represent 
their  ^eose  pt  the  ivjqstice  of  the  ^^^  made  upon  thenv  In  their 
letter  of  tbe  22d  of  Jamiary  1&77^  they  say :— ''  We.  are  willing  to 
testify  ho|7  sensible  we  are  of  the  honour  of  your  fiiendship  and 
good  will,  and  that  w^  prefer  it  to  all  other  con^derationsi  assuring 
your  Majet^  ^at.  we  will  npt  £iil  to  cause  the  said  M'War^ 
Brown,  an4  W^^^  ^  d^pa^  within  the  time  mentioned  in  the 
treaties  from  the  boimds  of  ^  country.  We  find  onrselYes,  how- 
eYeri  ohUffed  to  represent  tp  your  JMijesty,  that  we  bdieYo  yon  will 
ag?:e^  vfiui  m  that  the  obligation  of  the  treaties  is  reciprow ;  and 
tbaL  a^cordbog.  to  the  laws  of  this  coantry^  yre  cannot  by  our  letters 
decuureaiiiy  person  ^gitive.  or  a  rebd,  unless  he  has  been  recog- 
nised as  snch  by  ^  sentence  or  judgmiaut  of  the  ordinary  (^mimd 
court  of  justice,  and  that  yo«r  Majesty  could  not  pay  any  regard  to 
any  letters  of  ours  making  a  similar  dedaradon,  unless  accompanied 
by  such  sentence  or  yidgm/^nU  And  as  thus,  we  cannot  require  of 
your  Mj4esty  to  remoYe  any  one  from  your  kmgdoms  aa  a  rebel 
or  lug^tiYe  on  a  simple  declaration  made  by  our  letters,  so  we  as« 
sure  onrselYecL  Sir,  that  your  Majesty  will  not  in  future  require 
us  by  pimple  ktters  tp  remoYO  any  person  from  our  territories,,  be* 
fore  ne  be  dedared  a  fugitiYe  or  rebel,  according  to  the  ordinary 
forms  of  the  laws  and  customs  of  your  Mi^jesty." 

The  following  b  the  resolution  to  which  the  States  General  earner 
aa  tranalated  from  an  authenticated  copy  of  th^  'original,  ia  Dntoh. 
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<'  By  the  remnipt  defiTered  on  liie  tepori  of  MIL  ran  '. 
mid  o&ers,  their  High  AfigfaliiiesBetf'  comniknpMrt  §ut  fcriyi  if- 
^rs,  havingy  in  compliance  with,  and  for  fpmg  eiect  to  tint  Rmo* 
lotion  Ckmimissorial  of.  the  16th  nurtant^  examined  and  dtsenased  tike 
inemorial  of  Sir  E^*]  Temple,  baronet,  enToy  extnu«dinary  of  Ida 
Majesty  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  requesting^  ^leir  I£gh  M.  would 
be  pleased  to  oi^ain  their  said  <H>nuDi8^onerB  to  enter  into  a  oon^ 
ference  widi  him  ;  as  also  a  missire  of  tl^'  kjng  of  Oieat  Buitain^ 
dated  at  Whitehall  the  29th  of  December  hirt;,  Hih  Anglian  re* 
specdng  his  Majesty's  former  letters  df .the  2Ttli  Jane  and  18th  <^ 
Ifovenmer  before,  concerning  three' Scotsmen,  James  Walles,  fbo* 
bert  M^Ward,  and  John  Brown ;  and  having  conferred  widi  Uie 
said  Amb.  Ext,  Temple,  r^;arding  die  contenta  of  it,  and  baring 
also  seen  the  retroactciy  and  exhibited  and  heard  read  a  draoght  of  a 
missive,  drawn  out  and  committed  to  paper  by  the  commissioners  of 
their  H.  M.  for  an  answer  to  the  missives  of  his  Miiyesty  of  Gfeat 
Britain  of  the  27th  of  June,  18th  November,  and  29di  I>ecenil>er 
last,  respecting  the  foresdd  Scotsmen :  It  is  foubd  good  hereby  to 
declare,  that  although  the  foresaid  three  Scotsmen — have  not  only  not 
behaved  and  comported  themselves  otherwise  than  as  became  good 
and  faithful  citizens  of  these  statte,  but  have  also  given  many  inanbi« 
table  pro<^  of  their  zeal  and  affection  for  the  advancement  of  the 
truth,  which  their  H.  M.  hitve  seen  with  pleasure,  and  could  hav^ 
wished  that  they  could  have  continued  to  live  here  in  peace  and  se* 
curity ;— considering  the  ridi:  they  run,  however,  and  considttrinff 
with  what  pressing  earnestness  his  Majesty  has  repeatedly  insisted 
b^  three  several  missives,  and  verbally  thitmgh  his  envoy  extraor- 
dmary,  and  with  great  reason  apprehending  a  breach  between  \m 
M.  and  these  States,  as  Sir  [W.j  Temple  has  expressed  himself  on 
the  subject  in  terms  that  cannot  be  mistaken,  they  feel  themselves 
necessitated,  in  order  to  obviate  so  great  an  evil  at  this  conjnnctore^ 
to  cause  the  foresaid  three  Scotsmen — ^withdraw  from  this  ooantry; 
and  that  consequently  notice  shall  be  g^ven  to  the  foresaid  James 
Walles,  Robert  M'Ward,  and  John  Brovm,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  able  to  avail  themselves  of  the  good  intentions  of  their  H.  M.  in 
having  their  property  properly  disposed  of  before  the  5th  of  Mardi 
next ; — and  for  this  end,  an  extract  of  this  resolution  of  dieir  BL  M^ 
shall  be  sent  to  the  counsellors  of  the  States  of  Holland  and  West* 
friesland,  in  order  that  due  notification  may  be  given,  and  Ae  fbre- 
said  James  Walles,  &c  may  regulate  their  proceedings  accordingly* 
They  shall  also  find  enclosed,  for  their  behoof,  separate  instruments 
ad  cmnes  popuhsy  word  for  word  with  the  followmg,  which  shall  be 
sent  to  the  foresud  commissioners  of  the  council  of  the  BL  and  M. 
the  States  of  Holland,  to  be  put  into  the  bands  of  the  foresaid  James 
Widles,"  &C.  The  instrument  or  testimonial  referred  to  in  the  pre- 
.  ceding  decree  runs  in  the  following  terms : — '*  The  States  General 
of  the  United  Netherlands,  to  all  and  every  one  who  shall  see  or 
read  these  presents,  health.  Be  it  known  and  certified  that  James 
Wallace,  gentleman,  our  subject,  and  for  many  years  inhabitant  of 
this  state,  lived  among  us  highly  esteemed  for  lus  probity,  sulmiis- 
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lAonfoiIierkwB,flidhtq;ntyofiiiamierB;  Aiftd  dienfore  ire  kuve 
mohred  affeetioiisldy  to  lequesl,  and  hereby  do  mosteafiiesflir  re- 
queft,  the  Eknperor  of  the  Romansi  and  all  Kings,  Republicsy 
IVmoeSy  DidEeSy  States,  Kfeiglstrales,  orwhomsoeyer^eovr  Mends, 
and  all  tiiat  shdl  see.^ese  presents,  that  they  receive  the  said  James 
Valfaioe  in  a  friencBy  ttmnner,  wfaensoerer  1^  may  come  to  them  or 
reaolTO  to  remain  with  them,  and  assist  him  with  their  connsel,lielp, 
and  ind ;'  testifying  that  fbr  any  obliging,  hnmane,  or  kindly  oftees 
done  to  him,  we  shall  be  ready  and  forwburd  to  retom  the  fwronr  to 
"fliem  and  tiieir  subjects  whensoever  an  opportunity  offers.  fVir  the 
greater  confirmation  whereof,  we  have  caased  these  presents  to  be 
sealed  with  onr  seal  of  o£Bce,  and  signed  by  the  president  of  our  as- 
aemUy,  and  have  ordered  them  to  be  connterngned  by  onr  first  se- 
cretary, m  onr  assembly^  the  sixth  day  of  the  month  of  February, 
in  the  year  one  thousand,  six  hundreo,  and  seventy-seven." 

With  what  reluctance  the  States  took  this  step  i^pears  fh>m  the 
report  which  Sir  AViDiam  Temple  made  to  his  court.  ^  The  busi- 
ness of  the  three  Scotch  ministers,"*  says  he,  ^hathbeen  the  hardest 
piece  of  negotiation  tiiat  I  ever  yet  entered  upon  here,  both  from 
the  particular  interests  of  the  towns  and  provinces  of  HoHand,  and 
the  general  esteem  they  have  of  Mackaiid  being  a  very  ijuiet  and 
pious  man ;  but  diiefly  from  the  firm  persuasion  they  have  of  not 
being  obliged  to  it  by  any  bare  letter  <^  his  mi^esty,  without  any 
sentence  having  passed  against  them,  by  which  they  are  adjudged 
rebeb  and  frigitives.  And,  on  the  contrary,  after  a  sentence  of  ba- 
nishment agamst  Mackaird  and  Brown,  which,  they  say,  is  by  all 
writers  esteemed  wholly  to  extinguish  their  subjecuon,  and  oonse- 
qnently  his  Majesty's  right  of  declaring  them  rebels  after  they  are 
banished  and  become  sdbjects  to  another  state.  But  I  found  the 
king's  honour  so  fiur  engaged  in  this  matter,  by  three  several  letters 
which  must  have  been  public,  that  I  have  left  no  sort  of  alignments 
unessayed  with  the  prince,  the  pensioner,  and  deputies  both  of  the 
provinces  and  towns,  to  procure  his  ^Majesty's  satisfaction,  and  make 
it  pass  for  a  thing  so  necessary  to  despatch,  that  it  hath  taken  up 
two  long  debates  in  the  States  of  Holland  these  two  days  past, 
though  their  meeting  was  intended  but  for  five  days,  and  for 
no  other  business  but  the  levies  of  monies  necessary  for  the  cam- 

^  Mr.  Brown  was  allowed  to  remain  in  the  country,  on  the  attesta- 
tioti  of  a  physician  that  his  health  would  be  endangered  by  his  re- 
moval It  is  not  improbfd)Ie  that  Mr.  M'Ward  also  remmned,  in 
the  Way  of  keeping  himself  concealed  for  a  short  time;  but  Wal- 
lace was  obliged  to  remove,  and  took  up  his  residence  either  on  the 
borders  of  France,  or  of  the  Spanbh  Netherlands.  During  this  se- 
clusion he  addressed  the  following  pious  and  weU-written  letter  to 


*  Wallace  it  ber«  spoken  of  as  a  miiilBter  hy  mistake,  bat  it  is  evident  frma 
tka  eotTesyoudcuoe,  tliat  both  parltos  were  quite  aware  of  his  real  proleisioii. 
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^  WOTS  WORIWEfi 

^'HbeLadyiCU^dL'^    We  q^nole  it  m  tbrowiiv  I^^  <o^  ^  f)^ 

"  Bf.SCT  .1>ASY»  A¥P  MT  WpiaTHY  ^ND  PEAK  fllSTW^ 

*^  YouBs  is  come  to  my  liand  ui  most  accepUble  time*    It  «ecmg 
thitib  all  that  deTiU  or  xnen  these  manj  yeacs  bare  done  (and  that 
has  not  heei»  }idl^)  aninst  you,  to  daont  j9we  eowiife*  ixr  ^  »3ko 
yott  in  the  av4>wijQg  m  yonr  Master  and  his  persecoted  iatenests  to 
Lower  yonr  sails,  Ims  prevailed  so  litda,  tha^  y<w  laith  and  eo^n^p 
is  i^n  the  growing  hand,  an  eridence  indeed  as  to  Toor  fomm^ 
toi7^ofperdition,fiattoynnQf  salvatkmandthfltaf  Go^  Itaeema 
when  yon  at  iirst  by  choice  took  Christ  by  ihe  hand  to  be  yonr 
Iiord  mi  portion,  that  you  wist  what  you  did ;  and  thai^  notwith- 
standing of  all  the  hardnesses  you  have  met  with  in  biding^  by  hin^ 
your  heart  seems  to  deare  the  faster  to  him.    This  says  yon  have 
been  admitted  unto  much  of  his  conmany  and  feUowahipw    My  aoid 
bleves  God  on  your  behalf  wiu>  hath  ae  carried  to  y«u  that  1  tfaid^ 
you  may  take  those  words  amongst  oihera  spoken  t»  yo%  ^  Yon 
Lat^  continued  with  me  in  my  afflictions :  I  appoint  unto  you  a 
kbgdom.'    It  seenu^  suffering  for  CSirist,  loung  any  thing  €or  Jiin^ 
is  ito  you  yonr  gwn.    More  and  more  of  this  mint  may  you  enjo|^ 
that  you  may  be  among  the  few  (as  it  was  said  of  Cal^b  and  Jo- 
shua) that  follow  him  fiilly^  .among  the  overoomers,  those  nM» 
overoomers  mentioned,  AeyeL  ii.  and  ui.  among  those  to  whom  only 
(as  picked  out  and  chosen  for  that  end)  he  is  saying,  ^<  Ton  are  my 
witnesses.'    liady,  and  my  dear  sister,  I  am  of  your  judgment;  ana 
I  Mess  his  name  that  erer  be  counted  me  worthy  to  appear  in  that 
rolL     It  is  now  a  good  many  years  since  the  Master  was  ^eased  to 
even  me  to  this,  and  to  call  me  forth  to  i^ppciar  for  him ;  and  ^t  is 
true  those  forty  years  bygone,  (as  to  whirt  I  have  met  with  &om 
the  world)  I  have  been  as  the  people  in  the  wilderness ;  y^  I  may 
say  it,  to  this  hour,  I  never  repented  my  engagenents  tp  him,  or 
any  of  my  ownings  of  him ;  yea  tiiese  rebuts,  to  say  so,  I  got  £nom 
men  were  to  me  my  joy  and  crown,  because  I  know  it  was  for  his 
sake  I  was  so  dealt  with ;  and  this,  it  bemg  for  his  sake,  I  was  ready 
in  that  case  (as  Christ  says)  when  men'had  taken  me  upon  die  one 
cheek,  for  hu  sake,  to  turn  to  them  the  other.    Never  was  I  ad- 
mitted to  more  nearness,  never  was  my  table  better  covered,  than 
since  I  left  Rotterdam.    Let  us  take  courage,  and  go  on  as  good 
soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ,  enduring  hardness.     O  for  more  fiuUi  t  O 
for  more  faith  among  his  people  I  As  to  this  people,  there  is  no- 
thing to  be  seen  in  their  way  that  is  promising  of  any  good ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  O  t  I  fear  the  Lord  bas  given  them  i^  unto  Aeir 
own  hearts*  lusts.    They  do  indeed  walk  in  their  own  cbnns^ 
That  same  spirit  of  persecution,  and  these  same  principles,  that  are 
among  you  are  here ;  but  as  God  is  faithful,  they  shall  t>e  all  broken 
to  pieces,  and  turned  back  with  shame,  that  hate  Zion.     Wait  Iml  a 
litde ;  they  are  digging  the  pit  for  themselves.    The  Lord  katii 
founded  Zion,  and  the  poor  of  the  people  iliall  tnist  in  it.    Let  ns 
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ndnd  one  siurtlier.  My  lore  to  id!  fHesidi  whom  y^  knoW  I  lote 
in  the  LoM.  GocTs  rrace  be  with  yon,  and  his  blessii^  npon  yonr 
litde  ones,  whom  he  hftth  been  a  ftther  to.    In  him  I  rest, 

Years  as  formerly, 

Ja.  Wallacb.' 

Ulie  good  lady  to  whom  this  letter  was  address^  was  the  widow 
of  William  More  of  Caldwellft*an  intimate  friend  of  Wallace,  and 
adefaidcr  of  thesame  cause.*  Wliat  became  of  the  writer  of  it  im- 
mediately, and  for  some  time  after,  we  are  not  informed.  It  would 
appear,  howeyer,  that  he  yentored  back  to  Holland,  and  died  at 
Rotta-dam  in  the  end  of  the  yedr  1678,  <<  lamented  of  all  the  seri- 
4ms  English  and  Dutch  of  his  acquaintance,  who  were  many  C  and, 
in  pardcular,  by  the  members  of  the  congrcmtion  of  which  he  was  « 
a  ruling  elder.  To  the  last  he  testified  wa  iee^  interest  in  the  pub- 
lic cause  iidiich  he  had  owned,  and  his  satisfaction  in  reflecting  on 
what  he  had  hazarded  and  sufiered  for  its  sake.  The  following  ex- 
tracts from  two  letters  of  M' Ward,  his  intimate  friend  and  com- 
panion in  snlFeriiur,  whilst  they  describe  the  drcnmstances  of  his 
«eath»  wiD  also  a^rd  aimple  testimony  to  the  high  and  merited  re- 
spect which  attended  him  while  living. 

^*  Great  WaOace,**  says  he,  in  writing  to  Cargill,  '<  is  gone  to 
l^lory.  I  shut  his  eyes  while  he  went  out  of  my  sight,  and  was  car- 
ried to  see  (xod,  enjoy  him,  and  be  made  perfec^y  like  him  in  order 
io  boUu"  In  writing  to  Mr.  Blackadder  ne  speaks  in  the  following 
terms: — <'I  doubt  not  but  yon  have  heard  of  the  removal  of 
worthy  and  great  Wallace,  of  whmn  I  hare  no  doubt  it  may  be 
aaid^  1m  hath  left  no  man  behind  him  in  that  chnrch,  minister,  or  pro- 
feasor»  who  hath  gone  through  suck  a  variety  of  temptations,  with- 
out taming  aside  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left*  He  died  in  great 
seronity  of  souL  He  had  uved  abroad  sudi  an  ornament  to  his  pro- 
feinoii,  as  he  was  not  more  lamented  by  us  than  by  all  the  serious 
English  and  Dutch  of  his  acquaintance  (who  weie  many)  as  having 
lost  the  man^  who  as  ft  mean  was  made  nse  of  by  the  Lord  to  keep  • 
life  amongst  them ;  yea,  the  poor  ignorant  people  of  the  congrega^ 
tioa  of  lUtterdam  (besides  the  more  serious  and  knowing  amongst 
them)  bemoan  his"  death,  and  their  loss  as  of  a  Either.  And  they 
have  good  reason ;  for  I  must  say,  he  was  the  most  faithful,  feckful, 
eompassionate^  digest,  and  indafiitigaMa  elder  in  the  work  of  the 


•  WUUam  Mom  of  CaUwvU  scMoeeded  hb  brothflr  James  in  1654,  and  mar- 
vM  Barbara,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Ciinninghame  of  Cimninghamhead.  In 
1666  he  came  oat  at  the  head  of  a  company  with  the  intention  of  joining  Colonel 
WaDaee,  but  was  unable  to  effect  his  purpose.  HaTing  made  his  escape  Into  Hol- 
land, he  was  forfeited  in  absence,  and  his  estate  glren  to  General  Dalxiel,  Sep- 
tsmbor  %  167&  Mrs.  Mure  hating  n^glsoled  to  take  infeftment  before  die 
IMrftars,  wat  dspiifod  of  the  liferent  proTidsd  for  her  by  her  maiviaga-ssttW- 
miBt;  in  ooQae^tMnfls  of  which,  aha  was  reduced  to  the  neoessl^  of  stiq^porting^ 
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Iiord,  t&alinr€P  I  Jcaew  at  luime  or  abroad ;  and  aa  for  Ut  oare»  mi- 
licitade^  and  concemedneM,  in  the  work  and  peojde  of  God»  I  may 
say,  the  care  of  ail  the  churches  lay  more  upon  lum  than  i^on  fann- 
dreds  of  ns,  eo  that  the  Church  of  God  hath  lost  more  in  the  re- 
moval of  that  man  than  most  wOl  su£Fer  themselres  to  bdiere. 
Only  we  who  know  it,  have  this  to  comfort  onrselYeSy  that  the  re- 
sidue of  the  spirit  is  with  Him  who  made  him  such,  and  that  the 
(Sreat  Intercessor  lives  to  plead  his  own  canse,  and  the  causes  of  his 
people*s  souL  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  when  the  cause  for  which 
lie  had  suffered  was  mentioned,  when  it  was  scarce  helieved  he  un- 
derstood or  could  speak,  there  was  a  sunshine  of  serene  ioy  looked 
out  of  his  countenance,  and  a  lifting  up  of  hands  on  high^  as  to  re- 
ceive the  confessor's  crown,  together  with  a  lifting  i^  of  the  voice 
with  an  aha^  as  to  sing  the  conqueror's  song  of  victory.  And  to 
close,  I  must  tell  you  also,  he  lived  and  died  in  a  deep  detestation 
of  that  wretched  indulgence,  and  of  all  the  ways  of  supporting  it ; 
and  this  abrupt  account  of  Ids  death  yoi^  may  s^ve  to  our  friends. 
In  a  word,  as  a  compound  of  all,  he  fell  asleep  m  the  furnace,  walk- 
ing with  the  Son  of  Grod,  and  now  his  bones  will  rise  up  with  the 
bones  of  the  other  great  witnesses  buried  in  a  strange  land,  as  a 
testimony  against  the  wrong  done  to  Christ,  and  the  violence  used 
agunst  his  rollowers  by  this  wicked  generatioUi  whom  the  r%hteoatf 
Lord  in  his  time,  from  him  who  sitteth  upon  the  throne  to  the 
meanest  instrument  that  hath  put  the  mischiefs  he  frtuned  into  a 
law  in  execution,  wiU  make  a  generation  of  his  wrath,  of  spedal 
wrath,  which  must  answer  and  keep  proportion  unto  the  wrongs 
done  to  the  Mediator*** 

To  these  statements  of  one  who  had  been  a  witness  of  Us  life  aa 
well  as  his  death,  and  who  had  the  best  possible  opportunity  of  es- 
timating his  worth,  it  seems  quite  superfluous  to  make  any  addi- 
tion, by  attempting  a  formal  declaration  of  his  character.  Whether 
regarded  as  a  public  or  private  individual,  as  a  gentleman  or  a  pa- 
triot, a  soldier  or  a  Christian,  he  deservedly  ranks  high.  He  ap- 
pears to  have  left  behind  him  a  son  who,  up  to  the  year  1680,  was 
stiU  in  possession  of  his  father's  estate,  the  sentence  of  forfeiture  not 
having,  at  that  period,  been  executed.  Whether  it  was  Uien  put  in 
force,  and  what  was  the  after  history  of  the  &mily,  we  have  not  aa- 
certained. 


hendf  by  the  labour  of  her  own  handa.  HaTing  returned  to  Seodand  afler  hiT 
hutbond'a  death,  she  was  Imprisoned,  along  with  one  of  her  daughter^  on  m*- 
picion  of  having  had  a  oonTentide  in  her  house,  and  treated  with  gnat  Inhama^ 
pity.     Caldwell  died  at  Rotterdam  on  the  9th  of  February  1670. 
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JOnf  PATON. 

CAPTAm  Patok,  as  lie  18  vsmSlj  caDed,  was  bom  at  Meadowhead, 
in  the  parisli  of  Fenwick,  and  ddre  of  Ayr.  He  was  bronglit  up 
in  occupations  of  husbandry  till  he  was  near  the  state  of  manhood; 
Of  the  way  in  which  he  went  at  first  to  a  military  life,  there 
are  various  accounts.  Some  say,  he  enlisted  as  a  Tolunteer,  and! 
went  abroad  to  the  wars  in  Oerraany,  where,  for  some  heroicr 
'  achieyement,  at  the  taking  of  some  city,  he  was  advanced  to  a  Cap- 
tain's post ;  and  when  he  returned  home,  he  was  so  far  changed  that  his 
parents  scarcely  knew  him.  Other  accounts  bear,  that  he  was  with 
the  Scots  urmy  who  went  to  England  in  January  1643-4>,  and  was 
at  the  battle  of  Marston-muir :  at  which  he  is  sud,  to  have  con- 
tracted an  asliunatical  disorder  which  continued  ever  after. 

But  whidiever  of  these  accounts  be  certain,  he  must  have  return- 
ed very  suddenly  bome;  for  it  is  said,  that  in  1645,  when  the  seve- 
ral ministers  in  the  western  shires  were  called  out  upon  the  head  of 
their  parish  militia,  to  ompose  Montrose's  insurrection,  he  was  sum- 
moned by  Mr.  William  Guthrie,  or  as  some  say,  taken  by  him  from 
the  plough,  and  in  the  office  of  a  captain,  behaved  with  much  gal- 
lantry, among  the  covenanters,  particularly  upon  their  defeat  by 
Montrose  at 'Kilsyth,  which  occurred  as  follows. 

Montrose,  having  on  the  2d  of  July  obtained  a  victory  over  the 
covenanters,  advanced  over  the  Forth ;  upon  the  14<th,  he  encamp- 
ed at  Kilsyth  near  Stirling,  and  upon  the  15tii,  encountered  the  co- 
venanters' army,  connnanded  by  Lientenant-General  Baillie.  At 
the  first  onset,  some  Highlanders,  going  too  far  up  the  hill,  were 
environed  by  the  covenanters,  and  like  to  have  been  worsted ;  but 
the  old  Lord  Aurly  being  sent  by  Montrose  witli  fresh  supplies  of 
men,  the  covenanters  were  obliged  to  give  way,  and  were  turned 
over  into  a  standing  marsh,  where  there  was  no  possibility  eitlier  of 
fighting  or  escaping.  In  this  hurry,  one  of  the  Captain's  acquain- 
tance^ when  sinidng,  cried  out  to  him,  for  Crod*s  sake  to  help ;  but 
when  he  got  time  to  look  that  way,  he  could  not  see  him ;  he  was 
gone  through  the  surfiu^  of  the  marsh,  and  could  never  be  found. 
Upon  this  disaster,  the  swiftest  of  the  covenanters'  horse  got  to 
Stirling :  the  foot  were  raostiy  killed  on  the  spot,  and  in  the  chase, 
which,  according  to  some  historians,  continued  for  the  space  of  four- 
teen iniles,  the  greater  part  of  the  covenanters'  army  being  either 
drowned  or  k91ed« 

In  this  extremity,  the  Captain,  so  soon  as  he  could  get  free  of 
the  bog,  with  sword  in  hand,  made  the  best  of  his  way  Uirough  the 
enemy,  till  he  reached  the  two  Colonds  Hacket  and  Strachan. 
Then  all  three  rode  off  together :  but  they  had  not  gone  far  till 
they  were  encountered  by  about  fifteen  of  the  enemy,  aU  of  whom 
they  killed  except  two.  When  they  had  gone  a  little  farther,  they 
were  again  attacked  by  about  thirteen  more,  and  of  these  they 
killed  ten,  so  that  oidy  three  of  them  made  their  escape.    But 
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upon  the  wpprottA  d  about  deven  HigUanders  OKHre,  one  of  die 
ColMalt  Md»  in  a  fiunfiiar  dUeet,  ^jikatnj,  If  liioudost  not  Bome- 
thing  now,  we  are  all  dead  m^n."  To  him  the  Ci^tain  answered, 
<^  Fear  net ;  ibr  we  will  do  what  we  can  before  we  either  yield  mr 
dee  before  tftem.**    They  killed  nine  of  them,  and  pat  the  rei^  to 

flight.  ; 

About  Ihii  time  the  Lord  began  to  look  npon  the  affiietion  of  his 
peo^e.  Montrose  baring  defeated  the  covenanters  at  ^re  or  nx 
werent  times,  the  Conmiittee  of  Estates  began  to  bethink  tbem- 
•elyes,  and  for  that  end  saw  cause  to  recall  Cieneral  Leslie^  from 
Hnglaad,  with  4000  foot  and  1000  dragoons.  To  oppose  him.  Men* 
trose  marched  sonthward :  but  was  routed  by  Leslie  at  PhUiphaii^ 
upon  the  13di  of  September.  Many  of  lus  forces  were  killed  uid 
taken  prisoners^  and  he  himself  escaped  with  much  difficulty^*  Af- 
ter this  Mr.  William  Guthrie  and  Captain  Paton  returned  heme  te 
Fenwick.* 

Tlius  matters  went  on  till  the  year  1646^  when  there  arose  two 
ftotions  in  Scotland,  which  were  headed  by  Duke  Hamilton  and  the 
Marquis  of  Argyle.  The  one  party  aimed  at  bringing  down  the 
king  to  Scotland ;  the  other  opposed  it.  Howerert  the  leries  went 
0n,  and  Duke  Hamilton,  with  a  potent  army  marched  to  RpglanA 
In  the  mean  while,  General  IVfiddleton  attacked  a  handAtl  oi  the 
covenanters,  assembled  at  the  celebration  of  the  Lord^s  Siq^per  ait 
Afenchline,  a  small  village  in  the  shire  of  Ayr.  At  this  plaee  were 
Messrs.  William  Adair,  William  Guthrie,  and  John  Nevmy,  miniu- 
ters,  together  with  the  Earl  of  Loudon,  who  solicited  iGdmeton  to 
let  the  people  dismiss  in  a  peaceable  manner.  This  he  mromiaed  to 
do.  But  in  a  most  perfidious  manner,  he  fdl  iq^a  them  on  the 
Monday  after.  Tliis  occasioned  some  bloodshed  on  both  sides; 
for  Captain  Paton  afraid  of  these  malignauts,  notwitbrtandiiig  all 
their  fair  promises,  caused  his  people  from.  Fevrtrick  to  'take  anns 
with  Uiem ;  which  accordingly  ^ey  did,  and  on  the  present  occasion 
BOiade  a  stout  resistance.  It  is  said,  tiu^  the  Captain  diet  day  killed 
eighteen  of  the  enemy  with  his  own  hand. 

Duke  Hamilton  and  his  army  being  defeated,  he  himaelf  bdiead- 
ed,  and  the  English  pursuing  their  victory,  Cromwell  and  his  men 
entered  Scotland,  and  thus  the  engagers  were  quite  dtspened.  Up^n 
this  some  of  the  stragglers  came  to  the  west,  jdnndeitng  aa  tliey 
went,  and  took  up  their  residence  in  the  muirs  of  London,  tiagle- 
sham,  and  Fenwick.  The  Captain  tiieve£ore  again  bestirred  htm- 
self :  and  taking  a  party  of  men,  he  went  in  quest  of  them,  and 


*  Althougk  MoBlrott  got  eff  At  tbto  tinM,  yet  wImb  be  nuiis  OMtlier 
rectkni  In  16^,  be  wtt  routed  by  ft  ftw  tro(9«  wNlev  tbs  Mramaiid  of  tb*  fvn- 
mentioned  Colonels  Stmchan,  Hacket,  aad  Ker»  and  be  Umself  afterwards  taken 
and  brougbt  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  was  condemned  to  be  banged,  Sfaj  31,  on 
a  gallawB  thirty  feet  high,  his  head  to  be  cut  ofli;  and  |daoMl  on  dM  tolbooUi,  and 
bis  legs  and  arms  to  be  oeBf  to  ttOm  lowne  in  tiie  kii^gdoai;  »  aanlMtt  wbieh 
WMexeenisd  ■oconUngly.  3m  Ika  Uktmrr  d  CMl  wai%  p.  30.  Maotnm** 
Memoira^  p.  517,  &o. 
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haying  fonnd  a  nnmber  of  them  at  the  home  of  Locligoia»^  lie'gair# 
them  soflh  a  firi^lity  though  without  any  bloodshed,  ae  made  them 
give  their  promise  nerer  again  to  trouble  that  lioii8e»  or  any  otber 
in  the  bounds,  under  pain  of  deatL  They  then  went  off  without 
any  fbrther  molestation. 

Charles  I.  having  been  beheaded,  January  30^  1648-9,  and  Cfaydei 
}L  called  borne  from  Breda  in  1650,  the  Scotch  Parliament, 
upon  notice  of  an  inyasion  by  England,  appointed  a  levy  of 
16,000  fbot  and  3,000  horse,  for  the  defence  of  the  king  Mid  king* 
dom.  Among  these  it  behoved  the  Captain  again  to  take  the  fieUl» 
f<Hr  he  was  now  become  too  fiunous  to  be  hid  in  obscurity. 

Accordingly  CromweU  having  entered  Scotland  in  the  montk  of 
Jdy,  several  ddimishes  ensued  betwixt  the  English  and  Scotch 
aifli^,  till  the  Scots  at  length,  upon  the  3d  of  September,  were  to- 
tallyTouted  at  Dunbar.  After  this,  the  act  c^  classes  being  repeal-, 
ed,  the  church  and  state  began  to  look  as  suspiciously  on  one  aao- 
timr  as  on  the  common  enemy.  There  were  in  tJie  army,  on  the: 
protestors'  nde,  Colonels  Ker,  Haeket,  and  Strachan,  and  of  infeiii^. 
efRo&n^  Major  Stuart^  Captain  Amot,  Captain  Paton,  and  othera** 
Utt  contentkin  came  to  sudi  a  crisis,  that  Colonels  Ker  and 
Stvadian  left  the  army,  and  widi  some  other  officers,  many  of  thaoo. 
esteemed  tlw  most  religious  and  best  affected  in  the  army,  came  to* 
tin  west.  They  proceeded  so  iar  as  to  give  battle  to  the  Knglish. 
at  Hanflton,  but  were  worsted:  the  Lord's  wrath  having  gona 
forth  against  the  whole  land,  because  of  the  Adban  in  the  camp,  of 
our  Scottish  Israd. 

Hie  Kmg  being  no  longer  able  to'hdd  out  against  the  English, 
withdrew  his  foiwes  to  England;  and  about  &e  &id  of  Augusts 
16^1,  had  Worcester  surrendered  to  him.  But  the  English  army 
following  hard  after,  totally  routed  tbem  upon  the  3d  c^  S^tem- 
ber  ^  wluch  made  thd'  King  fly  out  of  the  kingdom. 

After  this  tiie  Cf^ptain  returned  home,  took  the  fSsum  Meadow- 
head,  where  he  was  bom,  and  married.  And  here  he  no  less  ex- 
celled in  the  duties  of  the  Christian  life,  than  as  a  soldier  in  the 
can^ ;  and  being  undor  the  ministry  of  ^^that  ihithful  man  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Oulhrie,  he  became  a  monber  of  his  session ;  and  continued 
80  till  that  bright  and  shining  light  of  the  church  was  turned  out 
by  Charles  II.  after  the  restoration,  when  the  ydke  of  supremacy 
and  tyranny  was  wreathed  about  the  neck  both  of  diurch  and 
state.  After  this  period  matters  continued  to  grow  worse,  till 
1666,  when  upoa  soma  inaolencies  committed  in  the  south  by  Sir 


*  The  fkrm  hoiiM  of  Loehgola  it  sUuated  In  the  upper  put  of  the  barony  of 
Rowallan,  paridi  of  Fenwiok»  lAoal  two  miles  to  the  south  east  of  Klui^weD 
tan,  which  (bras  a  stage  on  the  road  between  Glasgow  and  Ayr.  The  grounds 
around  it  are  ao  marshy  as  to  render  it  ahaoat  inaccessible  during  winter.  It 
must  thus,  liare  afforded  a  yery  secure  retreat  to  those  who  fled  from  the  grasp  of 
intolerance,  and  at  the  period  referred  to  in  the  text,  was  frequently  reewted  to 
with  this  view.  It  was  the  residenos  of  the  worthy  compQer  of  this  work  and  of 
hia  ancestors  beftve  him.  It  is  .still  inhabited  by  his  dcaoendant^  who  are  re- 
■narkaUe  for  the  aame  rimpUdty  of  character  for  whieh  he  was  distinguished. 

ScoT9  WanmrnBy  No,  29.        Ff 
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JameB  Turner,  the  peq^e  rote  in  their  own  defence.  This  risiiig 
it  is  wdl  known  bc^gan  in  Dahy,  a  tmaU  village  of  GaDoway.  They 
pro45eeded  from  Ihenoe  to  Dun^firies,  and  from  thence  by  a  reiy 
gradual  progress  to  Peiitland,  .where  they  were  routed.  On  thdr 
way  they  were  joined  by  Colonel  Wallace  with  sereral  parties  from 
Ayrshire;  by  Captain  Aniot  with  a  party  from  Manehline;  by 
Lochart  ef  ^idcetshaw,  with  a  party  from  Carlnke ;  by  Major  Ler- 
mont,  with  a  party  from  Galston;  and  by  CapUua  Paton,  who 
now  behored  to  take  the  field  again,  with  a  party  of  horse-  from 
London,  Fenwick,  and  the  adjoining  places.  Bemg  assembled  in 
A3rrshire  they  went  eastward,  renewed  the  covenants  at  Lanark, 
from  thence  proceeded  to  Bathgate,  then  to  ColHnton,  and  so  on 
till  they  came  to  Ruttion,  near  Pentland,  where  they  were,  upon 
that  fiital  day,  November  28tfa,  attacked  by  General  Daluel  and 
the  King's  forces.  At^the  first  onset,  Ci^tain  Amot,  with  a  party 
of  horse,  fought  a  party  of  Dalsiers  men  with  good  sncoen ;  and 
after  him  another  party  made  the  General's  men  fly;  bat,  upon 
their  last  rencounter,  about  sunset,  Dalziel,  beii^  repidsed  so  often, 
advanced  the  whole  left  wing  of  his  army  upon  dolonel  Wallace's 
right,  vrhlch  was  obliged  at  length  to  give  way.  Hare,  dytaia 
Paton,  who  was  all  along  with  Amot  hi^erto,  behaved  with  great 
courage  and  gallantry.  But  the  Colonel's  men  being  flanked  in  on 
all  hnnds  by  Dalziel's  men,  were  broken  and  overpowered,  so  that 
the  detain  and  other  two  horsemen  from  Fenwidc  were  soffroond- 
ed,  five  men  deep,  through  whom,  however,  they  successftdly  made 
their  way  and  escaped. 

When  Dalzid  saw  hkn  go  off,  he  commanded  ihree  of  his  men 
to  follow  him,  giving  them  maiks  whereby  they  diould  know  him. 
Shortly  after,  they  came  up  with  him;  and  there  being  a  great 
slough  or  stank  in  the  way,  he  immediately  caused  his  hone  leim  it, 
faced  about,  and  with  his  sword  in  hand,  stood  still,  tifl  the  first, 
coming  up,  endeavoured  to  make  his  horse  jump  over  also.  XJpon 
this  the  Ciqptain  with  his  sword*  dave  his  head  in  two ;  and  hb 
horse  being  marred,  fell  into  the  bog,  with  the  other  two  men  and 
horses.  He  then  told  them  to  take  Ida  compUments  to  their  mMl^, 
and  tdl  him  he  was  not  comii^  that  night ;  and  immediately  came 
off,  and  got  safe  home. 

Aftw  this,  Christ's  followers  and  witnesses,  porticubnly  anch  -as 
had  been  accessory  to  the  rising  at-  Pentland,  w^vredoeed  to  many 
hardships,  so  that  they  were  obliged  to  resort  to  the  wildernesses, 
and  other  desolate  and  solitary  places.  The  printer  fi^Uowing,  Cap- 
tain Paton  and  about  twenty  others  had  a  very  remarkable  deiiv^ 
ance  from  the  enemy- — Beins^  assembled  at  Lochgoin,  on  a  certain 
night,  for  fellowship  and  godly  4X>nversation,  they  were  prevented 
from  falling  into  the  enemy's  hand,  being  warned  by  the  old  man  of 
the  house,  who  dreamt  of  their  approach,  and  that  just  with  as  naudft 
time  as  served  them  to  make  their  escape,  the  enemy  bdng  witlun 
forty  Ms  of  the  house. 


*  This  iword,  it  is  btlkMil^  is  yet  in  prsKivatioo,  at  the  boose  ctf  Locligrfii, 
where  it  has  been  often  exhibited  to  the  ourious  ttiaoger  m  an  interatiiv  n^  ^ 
ttie  pcfieeatins  tiaiet. 
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Dorifig^  ii&  period*  dM  Clq»ldii  somelimM  lemaiaed  at  kome, 
and  sometimes  in  sodi  remote  places  as  oonldkestoo&oeal  him  horn 
the  fary  of  the  persecutors.  He  married  a  second  wife,  by 
whom  he  had  six  children,  who  oontinned  still  to  possess  Ihe 
fiuin  of  Meadowhead  and  Artnodc,  nntil  the  day  of  his  death. 

He  frequented  the  pure  preached  gospel  whererer  he  could  obtain 
it ;  and  was  a  great  encourieiger  of  the  practice  of  carrying  arms  for 
its  defence,  Tdudi  he  took  to  be  a  proper  mean  in  part  to  restrain 
tiie  enemy  from  violence.  But  things  growing  worse,  fresh  troops 
of  horse  and  companies  of  fbot  being  poured  in  upon  the  western 
shires,  to  suppress  fidd-meetings,  and  being  thus,  with  those  of  whom 
the  apostle  speaks,. dSeffti^ti^  affiki/ed^  ttnd  tormeniedy  of  wham  the 
world  was  not  worthy  ;  €Md  wey  wandered  m  deeerts^  emd  m  mouH* 
kdns^  and  m  dens  and  eaves  cf  the  earAj*  die  eorenantmrs  were 
again  foh^ed  to  rise  in  1679. 

The  suffering  remnant,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Robert 
Hamilton,  having  got  the  victory  over  Claverhouse  on  the  1st  of 
June  at  Drumclog,  in  which  sldrmish  there  were  about  thirty-six  or 
£»rty  of  that  bloody  crew  killed,  went  on,  the  next  day  to  wasgow 
in  pursmt  of  the  enemy :  But  proving  unsuccessful,  they  returned 
back ;  and  on  June  3d  formed  themsdves  into  a  camp,  lund  held  a 
councO  of  war.  On  the  4th  they  rendesvoused  at  Kyperidge,  and 
on  the  5th  went  to  Commissary  Fleming's  park,  in  the  parish  of 
Kilbride ;  at  which  time.  Captain  Paton,  who  had  not  been  idle, 
hitherto,  having  joined  them  with  a  body  of  horsemen  from  Fenwick 
and  Galston,  with  many  others,  they  were  neatly  increased. 

ICtherto  they  had  been  of  one  heart  and  mind ;  but  a  certain 
party  from  Carrick,  with  Mr.  Welch,  and  some  other  ministers  who 
favoured  the  indulgence,  having  arrived,  they  never  afterwards  had 
a  day  to  do  wdl,  and  at  hist  were  defeated  at  Bothwell-bridge,  upon 
the  22d  June  foUowing. 

The  protesting  party  were  not  for  joining  inith  those  of  the 
Erastian  side,  tiUthey  should  declare  themselves  against  all  and 
every  defection  whatever ;  but  Mr.  Welch,  and  his  party,  found 
means  in  a  little  to  get  rid  of  such  officers  as  they  fbarad  most 
exposition  from.  Orders  being  given  to  Rathillet,  Hai^fhhead, 
Carmichae^  and  Smith  to  go  to  Glasgow,  to  meet  with  Mr.  King 
and  Captain  Paton ;  they  obeved.  When  there,  they  were  led  out 
of  town,  as  they  apprehended^  to  hear  sermon,  but  at  last  upon 
inquiry  it  was  answered,  that  they  were  to  go  and  disperse  a 
meeting  of  the  enemy  at  Campsie.  Upon  going  there,  however, 
they  found  no  such  thmg;  which  made  them  believe  that  Ae  whole 
was  a  stratagem  to  get  rid  of  the  fidthful  officers.  Upon  this  there- 
fore they  relumed. 

The  faithful  officers  were  Hamilton,  Hackston,  Hall,  P$iton,  Bal- 
four, Smith,  Carmichael,  deland,  Henderson,  and  Fleming.  Their 
mintsters  were  Messrs.  Cargill,  Douglas,  Kid,  and  King;  for  Mr 
Cameron  was  then  in  HoUand. 


•  Hcb.  xL  37,  38. 
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In  the  oonlendiiigB  of  the  protMui^  with  the  EAstian  pitty, 
Oaptun  Paton  had  no  small  share,  nntil  the  fatal  day,  when  they 
were  made  to  flee  hefore  the  enemy.  The  Captain  At  this  time  was 
made  a  Major,  or,  according  to  some  accounts,  particularly  that  of 
Wilson,  a  Colonel  However,  as  he  did  not  enjoy  this  honour  long, 
we  find  him  still  qK>ken  o^  afterwards,  by  Uie  name  of  Captain 
Paton. 

A£t&e  the  defeat  at  Bothwellhe  made  the  best  of  his  way  home«« 
ward ;  and  having  a  fine  horse,  which  with  all  his  fomitnre  he  had 
borrowed  from  the  sheriff  of  Ayr,  he  gare  it  to  one  to  take  home 
to  his  master.  On  the  way,  however,  it  was  robbed  of  its  fine 
mounting,  by  some  iadividnal,  designing  by  this  most  base  and 
shameful  action,  to  stain  the  character  of  an  honest  and  .good  man. 

llie  snfierers  were  now  exposed  to  new  hardships,  and  none 
more  so  than  Ci^tain  Paton.  He  was  not  only  dedaced  a  rebel  by 
proclamation,  but  a  round  sum  beii^  offered  for  his  head,  he  was 
more  hotly  pursued  than  ever,  and  that  even  in  his  most  secret  lurk« 
ing  places.  About  this  time  he  had  another  most  remarkable  de- 
liverance from  his  blood-thirsty  enemies:  which  fell  out  in  this 
manner. 

Tbe  Captain,  with  a  few  more,  being  oneiught  .quartered  in  the 
house  c^  Lochgoin,*  at  a  time  when  one  Captain  IngUs  was  lying 
with  some  soldiers  at  the  Dean  of  Kilmarnock's,  a  party  being 
out  in  quest  of  some  sufferers,  came  to  Meadowhead,  and  frx>m 
thence  went  to  another  remote  place  in  the  muirs  of  Fenwidi^ 
called  Croilbum;  but  finding  nothing  there,  they  proceeded  to 
liochgoin,  as  apprehending  they  could  not  miss  their  object  th^re ; 
and  tnat  they  might  come  upon  the  place  more  securely,  they  sent 
about  five  men  by  a  way,  in  which  the  main  body  could  not  ^ 
proach  undiscovered. 

The  sufierers  had  watched  all  night,  by  turns,  and  about  day? 
break,  the  Captain  retired  to  the  fiur  end  or  the  house  to  rest.  In 
the  meanwhile,  on  a  sudden,  and  ere  they  were  aware,  Serjeant  Rae 
came  to  the  inner  door  of  the  house,  and  cried  out,  <<  Dogs  I  I  have 
found  you  now."  His  four  men  took  to  the  spence,  James  and 
John  Howie  hiq>pening  to  be  at  the  time  in  the  byre,  among  the 
cattle.  Mrs.  Howie,  seeing  none  but  the  Serjeant,  cried  to  them  to 
^take  to  the  hills,  and  not  be  killed  in  the  house.  She  then  took  h(M 


*  ThlslioaMi-M.alraidy  hinted,  wai  alwayi  a  harbour  and  iuoeonr  to  our  late 
waStmny  for  whidi,«fter  this  period,  the  family  were' not  only  pOhifed  and  plun^ 
dered  to  the  number  of  ten  or  trrdye  timea  during  that  period,  but  what  is  more^ 
both  James  Howie  the  possessor,  and  John  Howie  his  son,  were  by  Tirtne  of  a 
proclamation,  May  5,  1679,  declared  rebels,  their  names  inserted  in  the  fugitrres* 
ToU,  and  put  on  the  parish  church  doors.  They  were  thus  obliged  to  betake 
themselTes  to  dose  hiding,  and  were  exposed  to  many  imminent  dangers.  They 
were,  howerer,  so  fortunate  as  to  survive  the  Revdution,  but  never  acceded  to  tiha 
revolution  church.  The  said  James  Howie  when  dying,  November  1691,  emitted 
a  latter-^rill  or  testimony,  vvhereln  he  not  only  gave  good  evidence  of  his  own 
well-being  and  saving  interest  in  Christ,  but  also  a  most  ftlthful  testimony  la 
4Sootted*s  oovcnanted  nfonnatimi,  and  that  in  all  the  parte  and  periods  of  k. 
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of  IUe»  M  he  was  ooming  boldly  forward  to  the  door  of  the  place 
in  which  they  were,  aad  ran  him  backward  to  the  outer  door,  giving 
him  such  a  hasty  tnm  as  made  him  lie  on  the  ground.  In  the  mean 
whiles  the  Captaih  being  ahmned,  got  up,  and  put  on  his  shoes,  and 
they  all  get  out^  By  this  time  the  rert  of  the  party  were  up.  The 
•eijeant  fired  his  gun  at  them ;  whidi  one,  John-  Kirldand,  answered 
by  firing  his«  The  bullet  passed  so  near  the  seijeant,  that  it  took 
off  the  knot  of  hair  on  the  side  of  his  head.  The  whole  crew  be- 
ing alarmed,  the  Captain  and  the  rest  took  the  way  for  Ragieshain 
muirs,  they  following^  Two  of  the  men  ran  with  the  Captain,  and 
other  two  stayed  by  tnmS)  and  ^se^  on  the  enemy,  the  enemy  firing 
on  them  likewise. 

After  being  pursued  for  some  tune,  John  Kbkland  stooped  down 
f»n  his  knee,  and  aimed  so  well,  that  he  shot  the  sajeant  through 
the  thigh,  which  made  the  foremost  to  stop  as  they  came  forward, 
ill  they  were  again  commanded  to  run.  By  this  time  the  sufferers 
nad  gamed  some  ground ;  and  being  come  to  the  mnirs  of  Eagles- 
ham,  tiie  four  men  went  to  the  heights,  and  caused  the  Ci^tain,  who 
was  old  and  not  able  to  run,  to  take  another  way  by  himself.  At 
last,  he  got  a  mare  in  arfield,  and  took  the  liberty  to  mount  her. 
Bui  ere^  he  wj^^aware,  a  party  of  dragoons  going  to  NewmiUs  was 
at  hand  ;  but  he  passed  by  them  very  slowly,  and  got  off  undis- 
covered ;  and  at  length  having  given  the  mare  her  liberty,  he  went 
to  another  of  his  lurking-]daoes»  All  tiiis  hiqipened  on  a  Monday 
morning ;  and  on  the  morrow  the  persecutors  returned,  plundered 
the  house,  dro¥e  off  the  cattle,  and  left  almost  nothing  remaining. 

About  this  time  he  met  vrith  another  deliverance.  Having  a 
eluld  removed  by  death,  the  incumbent  of  the  parish,  knowing  the 
time  when  the  corpse  was  to  be  interred,  gave  notice  to  a  party  of 
soldiers  at  Kihnamodc,  to  come  up  and  take  him  at  the  burial  of  his 
duld.  But  son^  persons  present  persuaded  him  to  return,  which 
accordingly  he  did^  when  but  a  little  distant  from  the  diurch-yard. 

He  was  not  only  a  sufferer  himsetf,  but  as  great  a  snccourer  of  his' 
fellow  sufferers,  as  his  circumstances  could  admit.  Several  of  his 
companions  in  tribulation  resorted  to  him  on  certain  occasions,  such 
as  Hackston,  Balfour,  and  CaigilL  It  is  said,  that  Mr.  Cargill  dis- 
p^ued  the  sacrament  of  bi^>tism  to  twenty-two  diildren  in  his  bam 
at  Meadowhead,  shordy  aftw*  the  engagement  at  BothweH-bridge.* 

But  being  now  near  the  end  of  his  pilgrimage,  and  having  about 
the  beginning  of  August  1684,  come  to  tiie  house  of  Robert  Howio 
of  Floack,  in  the  parish  of  Meams,  (also  one  of  his  hiding  places,) 
he  was  ^  length  ^^prehended  by  five  soldiers,  before  ho  or  any  in 
the  house  were  aware^  He  had  no  arms,  but  the  inmates  of  the 
house  offered  him  th^  assistance.  Indeed  they  were  in  a  condition 
to  have  rescued  him,  yea,  he  himself,  once  in  a  day  could  have  ex- 


*  Tbb  M6tts  to  1iaT«  been  when  lie  made  a  tour  tlirougli  Ayrshire  to  Oallo. 
way.  A  lUtle  after  they  were  earprlwd  hy  the  enemy  on  a  fkst  day  yar  Lou- 
don^iU,  npm  May  5,  1681. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


438  SCOTS  WORTHIES. 

tiicated  himself  from  dimble  the  nmnber.  But  he  nid,  it  would 
bring  them  to  farther  trouble,  and  as  for  himself,  he  was  now  be- 
come weary  of  life,  and  being  now  well  stricken  in  jrean,  his  hid- 
ings were  become  irksome ;  tibat  he  was  not  afraid  to  die,  for  he  had 
got  time  to  think  thereon  for  many  years ;  and  as  to  his  interest  in 
Christ,  of  that  he  was  sore.  They  took  hhn  to  Klhnaniodc,  bat 
knew  not  who  he  was  till  they  came  toa  place  on  the  high  way,  called 
Moor-yett,  where  the  goodmaa  of  the  house  sedng  him  in  these 
circumstances,  said,  ^<  Alas  I  Ciqptain  PMon,  are  yoa  tha«  T  Hien 
to  their  joy,  tiiey  knew  who  they  had  got  into  their  hands.  Ho 
was  carried  to  Kihnarnodc,  (where  his  eldest  daugider,  bei^  about 
fourteen  years  of  age,  got  access  to  see  him)  then  to  Ayr,  then  back 
to  Glasgow,  and  soon  after  to  Edinburgh. 

It  is  reported  that  General  Dalziel  baring  met  him  there,  took 
him  in  his  arms,  saying,  *'  John,  I  am  botii  gkd  and  soiiy  to  see 
you.  If  I  had  met  you  on  the  way,  before  yoa  came  Idther,  I 
should  hare  set  you  at  liberty ;  but  now  it  is  too  late.  But  be  not 
afrud,  I  will  write  to  lus  Majesty  for  your  life."  The  Captain  re- 
plied, <<  Yoa  will  not  be  heard"  Dalriel  said,  <'  Will  I  not  I  If  he 
does  not  grant  me  the  life  of  one  man,  I  shall  neFer  draw  a  sword 
for  him  again.*'  And  it  is  said,  that,  baring  spoken  some  time  to- 
gether, a  man  came  up  and  said  to  the  Captain ;  **  You  are  a  rebel 
to  the  King."  To  whom  he  replied,  "  fViend,  I  have  done  more 
for  the  King  than  perhaps  thoa  hast  done."  Dahdel  said,  ^  Yes 
John,  that  h  true,"  (perhaps  alluding  to  Woroesto',)  and  strockthe 
man  on  the  head  with  his  cane,  till  he  sUttgered,  saying.  He  would 
learn  him  other  manners  than  to  use  a  prisoner  so.  After  this  the 
CSaptun  thanked  him  for  his  courtesy,  and  they  parted. 

His  trial  was  not  long  delayed.  Mr.  Wodrow  says,  that  on  Aprfl 
16th  the  Council  adjudged  a  reward  of  £20  Steriing  to  Comet 
Lewis  Lander,  for  a^rdiending  him.  He  was  brooght  before  the 
Justiciary,  and  indicted  for  being  with  the  rebds  at  Glasgow,  Both- 
well,  &C.  The  advocate  passed  over  his  being  at  Pentlaiid,  and  in- 
sisted on  his  being  at  BothweU.  The  Lords  found  the  libel  rd^ 
rant;  and  for  probation  they  refered  to  his  own  confession  b^ore 
the  Council.  The  assize  had  no  more  to  cognise  imon,  yet  brought 
him  in  guilt3rt  And  the  Lords  cond^nned  him  to  be  lumged  at  the 
Grassmarket  of  Edinburgh,  on  Wednesday,  the  23d  of  ApriL 

He  was  prevailed  on  to  petition  the  Coundl;  upon  whidi  he  was 
reipited  till  the  SOdi,  and  frt)m  that  till  the  9th  May,  when  he 
suffered  according  to  his  sentence.  Dalriel  no  doubt  was  as  good 
as  his  word;  for  it  is  said,  he  obtained  a  reprieve  for  him  inm  the 
king ;  but  that  coming  to  the  hands  of  Bishop  P&terson,  it  was  kept 
op  by  him  till  he  was  executed.  It  seems  they  had  a  n^nd  to  spare 
mm ;  but  as  he  observed,  in  his  last  speech,  the  prelates  put  an 
effectual  stop  to  that.  During  the  last  eight  days  he  lived,  he  got 
a  room  to  himself,  that  he  might  more  conveniently  prepare  for 
death ;  which  was  a  favour  at  that  time  granted  him  above  many 
others. 

M1ut  his  conduct  or  deportment  at  the  place  of  exeeation  was. 
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we  are  now  at  a  lots  to  say ;  only  it  is  bdierod  it  waasoch  as  well 
became  saeh  a  Taliaiit  seryaiit  and  sddier  of  Jesus  Christ  Ab  eri- 
deiwe  cf  dds  we  haye  in  bis  last-  q[>eech  and  dying  testimony, 
wlMiein,  aoMmg  other  things,  he  says,  '<  Yon  are  come  here  to  look 
on  me  a  dying  man,  and  you  need  not  expect  that  I  shall  say  much, 
for  I  was  never  a  great  orator  or  eloquent  of  tongue,  though  I  may 
say  as  maeh  to  the  commendation  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  as  ever  a 
poor  sinner  had  to  say.  I  bless  the  Lord  I  am  not  come  here  as  a 
thief  or  murderer,  and  I  am  free  of  the  blood  of  all  men,  and  hate 
bloodshed,  directly  or  indirectly ;  and  now  I  am  a  poor  sinner,  and 
never  oould  merit  any  thing  but  wrath ;  and  I  have  no  righteous- 
ness of  my  own,  all  is  Jesus  Christ's,  and  his  alone.  Now,  as  to 
my  interrogations,  I  was  not  dear  to  deny  Pentland  or  BothweU. 
The  council  asked  me,  If  I  acknowledged  authority  ?  I  said.  All 
aotharky  aecoiding  to  ^  word  of  God.  They  charged  me  with 
many  tlungs  as  if  I  had  been  a  rebel  since  the  year  1640,  at  Afon- 
trose's  takmg,  and  at  Mauddine  mnir.  '  Lord  forgive  them,  for  they 
know  not  what  they  do.' "  In  the  next  place,  he  adheres  to  tbie 
scriptares,  the  covenants,  and  the  whole  work  of  ref<Hination ;  and 
then  ssy%  **  Now,  I  leave  my  testimony  as  a  dying  man  against  thai 
horrid  nsnrpatioa  of  our  Lord's  prerogative  ana  crown-rights ;  I 
mean  that  siq^remacy  established  by  laif  in  these  lands,  which  is  a 
manifest  usurpation  of  his  crown,  for  he  is  givffli  by  the  Father  to 
be  head  to  tiie  church."*  And  further,  he  addressed  himself  in  a 
few  wcnrds  to  two  or  three  sorts  of  people,  exhorting  them  to  be  dili- 
gent in  dnty  ;  and  then,  in  tiie  last  place,  he  saluted  all  his  friends  in 
Christ,  whether  prisoMd,  banishacf,  widovrs,  or  fiitheriess,  vrander^ 
ing  or  cast  out  for  Christ's  sake  and  the  go^el's.  He  forgave  aM. 
his  enemioB,  in  the  firilowing  words :  ^'  Now,  as  to  my  persecutors^ 
I  ibigive  all  of  tiiem,  instigators,  reproachers,  soldiers,^  privy  coun- 
dl,  justidaries,  apprehenden,  in  what  they  have  done  to  me :  but 
what  they  have  done  in  despite  i^;ainst  the  image  of  God  in  me^ 
who  am  a  po(w  thing  without  thai^  it  is  not  mine  to  forgive  them, 
but  I  wish  they  may  seek  forgiveness  of  him  who  hath  it  to  give, 
and  would  do  no  more*  wickedly."  He  th«i  leaveshis  wife  and  six 
children  on  the  Lord,  takea  his  leave  of  worldly  enjoyments,  and 
condudes,  saying,  **  Farewell,  sweet  scriptares,  preadiing,  praying, 
reading,  singmg,  and  all  duties.  Welcome,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Spirit,  I  desire  to  commit  my  soul  to  thee  in  well-doing.  Lord  re- 
cetyemys]ririt"f 

Thus  another  gaUant  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ  came  to  his 
end.  The  actions  of  his  life,  and  his  demeanour  at  death,  fully  in^ 
dieate  that  he  was  of  too  nigged  disposition,  as  has  been  by  some 
asserted  of  oar  late  sufferers ;  but  nther  of  a  meek,  judicious,  and 
Christian  convoi'iation,  tempered  with  true  leal  and  faithfulness  for 
the  cause  of  Son's  King  and  Lord.    He  was  of  a  middle  stature, 


•  C6lm.u  1& 
t  Tbe  rcAder  maj  sm  kb  lart  ipetch  al  fuU  IflOfUi  in  the  CUKid  of  WitBeMea 
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strong  and  fobuit,  somewhat  fair  in  conn^exioi^  with  laige  eye- 
brows. Bnt  i9hat  eroeciaUy  distingidshea  liimy  wm  eonmge  and 
magnanimity  of  mind,  wMdi  accom^aDied  him  upon  eeferv  emer- 
gency. ThoiJgh  his  extraction  was  bat  mean»  it  might  be  tmljr 
said  of  him,  <<  That  he  Uved  a  here,  and  died  a  martyr.*' 


ROBERT  BAILLIE  OF  JERVISWOOD. 

Distinct  altogether  from  liie  snfferingB  he  endmed,  Mr.  BaiUie 
of  Jeiriswood  is  justly  entitled  to  tiie  remembnnoe  of  postenty, 
on  account  of  his  highly  resectable  rank,  and  his  distinguidied 
talents  and  'virtues.  He  was  bom  of  an  ancient  and  faoBraurable 
fimiily — a  fomily  long  known  as  the  supporters  of  dvH  andndigiow 
lil>erty,  and  of  this  family  he  proved  himself^  for  the  time,  no  un- 
worthy representative.  Tlie  ^testimony  of  some  of  his  meet  illn»- 
trious  cotemporaries  prove  him  to  have  been  oae  of  the  best  mot 
and  greatest  statesmen  of  his  time. 

Tliisy  however,  so  fiv  from  blunting  iIm  swoid  of  persecotioB, 
or  defending  him  from  its  stroke,  only  pointed  him  out  as  an  ob- 
ject the  more  proper,  because  the  more  fwmninent,  for  the  malice 
and  fury  of  those  who,  in  the  period  referred  to,  were  waging  war 
against  liberty  and  reli^on.  That  he  fell  a  saoifice,  indeed,  to  per- 
secuting intolerance,  and  died  a  martyr  to  ihe  principles  ik  rdEor- 
mation,  to  his  zeal  against  popery,  and  arbitrary  power^  Aate  is  not 
the  least  reason  to  doubt. 

In  common  with  many  others  of  his  rank  and  stadaoo,  he  had 
long  been  an  object  of  suspicion  to  the  reignii^  party.  His  family 
had  frequently  been  harassed  and  disturbed  by  parties  of  soklios, 
despatdied  in  pursuit  of  presb3rterians.  And  in  short  it  appeared 
that  a  pretext  was  all  that  was  wanting,  to  bring  this  ezeelleBt 
man  to  trouble,  and  even  to  death.  Such  a  pretext  was  uafbr- 
tunately  at  length  given,  by  his  generous  interference  in  behalf 
of  a  dutressed  and  persecuted  relative,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Kidc- 
ton. 

Being  in  Edinburgh  in  June  1676,  and  hearing  that  Mr.  Kiik- 
ton  was  illegally  arrested,  and  witliout  a  warrant,  by  a  Ci^taia 
Carstairs,  one  of  the  most  devoted  instruments  of  the  then  admi- 
nistration, he  thought  it  his  duty  to  interpose  for  his  reacoe.  For 
this  he  was  immeduitely  called  before  the  Conacil,  and  upon  giviag 
them  an  account  of  the  afiair,  would  have  been  immediately  saved 
from  all  frtfther  trouble  on  account  of  it,  but  that  the  infrsnoiis  Sharp 
declared,  that  if  Carstairs  were  not  supported,  and  Jerviswood 
made  an  exampleof,  there  would  be  no  prosecuting  of  the  frnadcs. 
On  the  next  Council  day,  therefore,  Jerviswood  was  fined  £500, 
and  kept  four  months  in  prison  b^re  he  was  releaaed. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


EGBERT  BAILLIE.  441 

After  AiS|  he  was  peradlted  to  live  nnmolefled  for  sereral  jean, 
till  August  1684,  when  he  was  prosecuted  before  the  justiciary  Lords, 
for  having  been  concerned  in  the  Rye-house  plot.     It  would  i^pear 
he  had  gone  to  Elogland,  some  time  afier  his  late  prosecution,  and 
had  taken  a  part  in  the  plans  which  were  proposed  by  the  Patriots 
of  that  country,  to  emancipate  Britain,  from  the  galling  despotism 
under  which  it  lay.     By  what  means  he  was  discovered  and  appre- 
hended, we  have  not  ascertained.    Certain  it  is  however,  that  he 
then  appeared  in  a  dying  condition ;  and  had  the  commissioners 
spared  him  only  a  few  weeks  longer,  they  would  have  escaped  the 
indelible  blot  of  inhumanity,  which  adheres  to  them,  as  having 
brought  him  to  a  violent  and  ignominious  death.     He  was  carried 
to  the  bar  in  his  night  gown,  attended  by  his  sister,  who  sometimes 
ffave  him  cordials ;  and  not  being  able  to  stand,  was  obliged  to  sit. 
llis  indictment  bore,  in  general,  ms  carrying  on  a  correspondence 
to  debar  his  royal  highnuess,  the  king's  only  brother,  from  the  right 
of  succession.     He  was  ordered  to  purge  himself  by  oath,  which 
he  refused.     The  court  fined  him  in  £6000.     It  might  have  been 
thought  that  when  he  was  fiind  in  this  large  sum,  he  had  received 
his  Inal  sentence,  but  he  was  still  kept  shut  up  in  prison,  and  de- 
nied all  attendance  and  assistance.    Bishop  Burnet  tells  us,  that  the 
Ministers  of  State  were  most  earnestly  set  on  Baillie's  destruc- 
tion, though  he  was  now  in  so  languishing  a  condition,  that  if  his 
death  would  have  satisfied  the  malice  of  the  court,  it  seemed  to 
be  very  near.       He  further  says,  that  all  the   while  he  was  in 
prison,  he  seemed  so  composed  and  cheerful,  that  his  behaviour 
looked  like  the  reviving  of  the  spirit  of  the  noblest  of  the  old 
Greeks  or  Romans,  or  rather  of  the  primitive  Christians,  and  first 
Martyrs  in  those  best  days  of  the  Church.     But  the  Duke  who 
was  then  commissioner  was  not  satisfied  with  all  this,  so  he  was 
brought  before  the  Coundl  on  the  23rd  of  December,  to  be  tried 
capitally.    Here  it  is  needless  to  enter  into  a  minute  detail  of  the 
triaL     Suffice  it  to  say  that  every  mean  was  resorted  to,  whether 
1^^  or  not  to  insure  his  convictiqti,  an  object  which  it  was  not 
difficult  to  accomplish  before  such  judges.     Among  other  things  the 
deposition  of  Mr.  William  Carstairs,  (not  the  Captain  Carstairs 
formerly  mentioned,)  which  was  given  by  him  after  an  hour's  tor- 
ture by  the  Thumbldns,  and  which  he  expressly  provided  should 
not  be  enjoyed  in  proof,  was  nevertheless  pled  against  him. 
When  Mackenaie  the  king^s  advocate,  had  done  with  his  charge, 
Mr.  Baillie  made  a  most  impressive  answer.     Among  other  things 
he  said,  **  There  is  one  thing  which  vexes  me  extremely,  and  where- 
in I  am  injured  to  the  utmost  d^^ree,  and  that  is  for  a  plot  to  cut 
o£F  the  Kmg,  and  his  royal  highness^  and  that  I  sat  up  nights  to 
form  a  decoration,  to  palliate  or  yaataiy  such  a  villany.     I  am  in 
probability  to  appear  in  some  hours  before  the  tribunal  of  the  great 
Judge ;  and  in  presence  of  your  Lordships,  and  all  here,   I  so- 
lemnly declare,  that  I  was  never  prompted  or  privy  to  any  such 
thiog,  and  that  I  abhcnr  and  detest  all  tiioughts  and  principles  for 
towSing  the  life  and  blood  of  his  sacred  mqesty,  or  hts  ro^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


iia  SCOTS  WORTHIE& 

brother.'*  Then  looldng  directly  Uy  Abckenie^  he  sftidt  ^My  L<»xl» 
I  think  it  very  strange  yon  charge  me  with  audi  abowwiahlfl 
things ;  you  may  ■  remember  when  you  came  to  me  in  prison^ 
you  told  me  such  iJiingB  were  laid  to  my  diaige,  but  yon  did 
not  believe  them.  How  dien,  my  Lord,  came  yon  to  Lny  such 
a  stain  upon  me  with  so  madi  violence.  Are  yon  now  convinced 
in  your  oonscienoe,  that  I  am  more  guilty  than  before  ?<— you  may 
remember  what  passed  betwixt  us  in  the  prison."  The  whole  au- 
dience fixed  their  eyes  upon  the  Advocate,  who  was  in  no  small  con- 
fusion, and  said,  '*  Jerviswood,  I  own  what  you  say ;  my  thoi^ts 
then  ware  as  a  private  man,  but  what  I  say  here,  is  by  the  spedal 
direction  of  the  privy  council  ;*'  and  pointing  to  Mr.  William  Pa- 
terson  the  clerk,  added,  '<  He  knows  my  orders."  Jerviswood  re* 
plied, ''  well,  if  your  Lordship  has  one  conscience  for  yourself,  and 
another  for  the  Council,  I  pray  God  forgive  you :  I  do."  Then 
turning  to  the  Justice  general  he  saidi  **  My  Lord,  I  trouble  your 
Lordship  no  further." 

Next  morning,  the  24th  of  December,  the  Jury  brougbt  him  in 
guilty ;  and  the  lords  condemned  him  to  be  hanged  at  the  Market  cross 
of  Edinburgh,  between  two  and  four  that  afternoon,  his  head  to  bo 
cut  off,  and  fixed  on  the  Netherbow  port,  and  his  body  to  be  quar* 
tered ;  one  oi  the  quarters  to  be  put  on  tlie  tolbooth  of  Jedbuigfa, 
another  on  that  of  Lanark,  a  third  on  that  of  Ayr,  and  a  fourth  on 
that  of  Glasgow.  When  the  sentence  was  passed,  he  said,  *^  My 
Lords,  the  time  is  short,  the  sentence  is  sharp,  but  I  thank  my  €rod 
wlio  hath  made  me  as  fit  to  die  as  you  are  to  live."  He  was  then 
sent  back  to  his  i^partment  in  the  prison,  and  leaning  on  the  bed,  he 
fell  into  a  rapture  at  the  assured  prospect  of  a  blessed  eternity :  and 
being  asked  after  a  short  silence  how  he  did,  he  answered,  '*  Never 
better,  and  in  a  few  hours  I  shidl  be  well  beyond  all  conceptioh. 
They  are  going  to  send  me  in  pieces  and  quarters ;  they  may  hack 
and  hew  my  body  as  they  please,  but  I  know  assuredly  nothing^ 
shall  be  lost ;  but  that  all  these  my  members  shall  be  wonderfully 
gathered,  and  made  like  Christ's  glorious  body."  During  the  few 
hours  he  had  still  to  live,  his  cMriage  and  b^iaviour  were  most  be- 
coming and  Christian.  At  his  execution  he  was  in  the  greatest  se-> 
renity  of  soul,  possible,  lor  a  person  on  this  side  of  heaven ;  Ulongh 
extremely  low  in  body.  He  was  not  able  to  go  up  the  ladder  with- 
out support ;  when  on  it  he  began  to  say,  ^  my  fiunt  seal  for  the  pro- 
testant  religion  has  brought  me  to  this ;"  but  the  drums  interrupted 
him.  He  had  pr^Mired  a  speech  to  be  ddivered  at  the  scafiold,  bat 
was  hindered ;  however,  he  left  copies  of  it  with  lus  friends ;  and 
we  insert  some  hints  from  it :  **  As  for  my  principles  with  rdation 
to  government,"  says  he,  ^'tiiey  are  sncll  as  I  ought  not  to  be 
ashamed  of,  being  consonant  to  the  word  of  God,  and  omfea- 
sions  of  fakh  of  the  reformed  churdies.  I  die  a  member  of 
the  church  of  Scotland,  as  it  was  constituted  in  its  best,  and 
purest  times;  I  bless  God  this  day,  1  know  in  whom  I  have 
believed,  and  to  whom  I  have  committed  my  soul,  as  a  fiuth* 
fill  keeper.    I  know  I  am  going  to  my  God>  and  my  chief  joy.  My 
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•oul  blesBeth  God,  and  rejoiceth  in  him,  that  death  cannot  separate 
between  me  and  my  God.  I  leave  my  wife  and  diildren*  upon  the 
oompassionale  and  merdfnl  heart  of  my  God,  having  many  re- 
itenUed  aasorancei,  that  God  will  be  my  God^  and  the  portion  of 
mine.  I  bless  and  adore  my  God,  that  death  for  a  long  time  haA 
been  no  terror  to  me^  bnt  rather  much  desired ;  and  that  my  blessed 
Jesos  hath  taken  the  sting  out  of  it,  and  made  the  grave  a  bed  of 
roses,  to  aU  tiiat  have  laid  hold  on  him  by  fidth,  which  worketh  by 
love.  I  have  had  sharp  sn£Ferings  for  a  considerable  lime,  and  yet  I 
mnst  say  to  the  commendation  of  the  grace  of  €U>d,  my  suffering  time 
hath  been  my  best  time,  and  when  my  sufierings  have  been  sharpesti 
my  spiritual  joys  and  consolations  have  been  gpeatest  Let  none 
be  afraid  of  the  cross  of  Christ,  his  cross  is  our  greatest  glory ; 
wo  be  to  them,  that  are  instrumental  to  banish  Clmst  out  of  the 
land.  And  blessed  are  they  who  are  instrumental  by  a  gospel  con- 
versation, and  continual  wrestling  with  God,  to  keep  Christ  in  the 
nation ;  he  is  the  glory  of  a  land,  and  if  we  could  but  love  him,  he 
would  not  part  widi  us.  Wo  be  to  them,  that  would  rather  banish 
Christ  out  of  the  land  than  love  him.  God  pour  out  his  Spirit  pl^n- 
teously  on  his  poor  remnant,  that  they  may  give  Qod  no  rest,  till 
he  make  his  Jerusalem  the  joy  and  pnuse  of  the  whole  earth.  I 
have  no  more  time ;  but  they  who  love  Christ,  I  hope  have  minded 
me  in  my  affliction,  and  do  mind  me  now,  and  wiU  mind  my  wife 
and  dularen.  I  go  with  joy  to  him,  who  is  the  joy  and  brid^proom, 
to  him,  who  is  the  Saviour  and  Redeemer,  of  my  souL  I  go  with 
rejoicing  to  the  Crod  of  my  life,  to  my  portion  and  inheritance,  to 
tlie  husband  of  my  souL     Come  Lord." 

The  character  of  this  gentieman  was  very  high.  Dr.  Owen, 
w3lo  was  acquainted  with  him,  said  to  a  friend,  '*  you  have  truly 
nien  of  gpreat  spirits  in  Scotland,  there  is  for  a  gentieman,  Mr. 
Baillie  of  Jerviswood,  a  person  of  the  greatest  abilities  I  ever 
almost  met  with."  And  says  Bishop  Burnet,  giving  an  account 
of  him,  <Uhus  a  learned  and  woithy  gentieman  after  twenty 
months  hard  usage,  was  brought  to  such  a  death,  in  a  way  so  full  in  al 
the  steps  of  it,  of  the  spirit  and  practice  of  the  courts  of  the  inquisi 
tion,  that  one  is  tempted  to  thinl^  that  the  steps  taken  m  it  were  sug 
geeted  by  one  well  studied,  if  not  practised  in  them." 


JOHN  BROWN  OF  PRIESTHILL. 

The  farm  of  Priesthill,  is  situated  in  the  parish  of  Mnirkirk,  and 
district  of  Kyle,  in  Ayrshire,  and  about  a  hundred  and  forty  years 


•  Nine  chUdreo. 
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ago,  w&B  possessed  by  John  Brown^  oommoiilj  calfed  the  Qiristian 
Qffiier. 

His  house,  which  stands  to  this  chy,  is  on  the  brow  of  a  hill,  be- 
hind which  rises  an  extensive  tract  of  heath,  moss  hagd  and  rodcs^ 
some  of  which  command  a  view  of  several  counties.  The  house  is 
of  stone,  and  is  covered  with  heather.  The  inside  must  hav«  been 
comfortable  according  to  the  taste  of  the  time ;  and  John  Brown 
had  it  respectably  furnished,  for  a  person  of  his  rank.  But  wealthy 
farmers  and  grasiers  of  the  present  day  would  scarcely  call  it  com- 
fortable. It  had  no  grate ;  the  fire  was  burned  on  the  Aoor ;  and 
having  no  openings  in  the  wall,  the  smoke  rose  tardily  to  the  dum- 
ney  top.  Yet  dark  and  smoli^  as  it  was,  many  found  it  a  Hide 
sanctuary  ;  not  only  for  refuge,  but  for  God's  presence. 

John  Brown  was  only  a  boy  when,  in  the  year  1662,  upwards  of 
three  hundred  ministers  were  deposed,  in  one  day,  by  the  infamous 
act  of  Charles  IL  which  we  have  already  so  often  referred  to.  He 
often  described,  however,  the  distress  tht^  prevailed  in  the  country  on 
that  occasion ;  and  the  anguish  and  weeping  throughout  the  chiurdi- 
es,  on  the  sabbath,  when  the  ministers  preached  &eir  £Bu:iewell  ser- 
mons. It  was  heart-rending  to  part  with  men,  so  remarkable  fair 
grace,  eminent  for  gifts,  many  of  them  learned,  and  all  of  them  sio* 
gularly  dear  to  their  people.  But  there  was  no  alternative.  The  iron 
hand  of  power  was  stretdied  forth,  to  carry  into  eff^ect  the  decision  of 
injustice  and  folly,  and  with  consummate  recklessness,  alike  of  in- 
dividual feeling,  and  of  public  good,  these  worthy  men  were  driven 
at  once  from  their  people,  and  their  homes. 

It  was  from  these  banished  ministers  that  John  Brown  rec^ved 
his  superior  education.  He  was  intended  for  the  Church,  had  not 
an  uncommon  difficulty  of  expressing  his  sentiments  to  strangers 
prevented  him  from  prosecuting  his  studies.  But  what  was  strange— 
in  prayer  he  was  gifted  in  an  extraordinary  measure.  In  sudi  scrip- 
tural language,  and  at  the  same  time  with  such  variety,  fluency  and 
affection,  did  be  pour  forth  his  soul,  that  he  appeared  almost  super- 
human.* Many  have  a  gift  of  prayer  whose  lives  bespeak  them  hr 
from  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Such  was  not  PriesthiU.  His  ac- 
tions with  men  were  just  and  judicious ;  so  much  so,  that  he  was 
intrusted,  when  a  vefy  young  man,  with  the  produce  of  the  neigh- 
bouring shepherds,  to  carry  to  market,  and  ^pose  of,  and  bring 
back  wnat  they  required  in  return.  It  was  in  this  capacity,  he  got 
the  name  of  the  Christian  Carrier  ;  and  he  was  thus  often  the  first 
that  brought  them  tidings  of  the  mischief  that  was  framed,  or  fram- 
ing against  the  Presbyterians. 

He  was  merely  a  youth  at  the  rising  of  Pentland ;  and  not  hav- 
ing been  either  at  the  battle  of  Drumclog  or  Bothwell,  he  could 
evade  with  case  the  ensnaring  questions  that  every  traveller  was  re- 
quired to  answer ;  by  which  means  he  passed  to  and  fro  unmolest- 
ed ;  although  he  did  not  attend  the  curate  of  Muirkirk,  who  was  a 


•  SeeWodrow. 
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nOy,  easy  crealore,  and  did  net  make  ao  many  oomplafails  of  hia 
parlBliioners  aa  some  did* 

Jobn  Brown's  good  ednoation  was  not  lost.  Besides  being  a 
source  of  enjoyment  to  himself,  it  was  a  benefit  to  the  youth  for 
miles  around  him,  who  were  then  much  n^ected.  No  faithful 
minbter  was  left  to  instruct  them.  The  fathers,  who  used  to  tell 
the  children  what  great  things  the  Lord  had  done  for  Scotland, 
were  either  banished  or  had  suffered  death.  To  counteract  the  bad 
example  of  the  wicked,  who  now  walked  on  every  side,  since  yile 
men  were  high  in  place,  every  Monday  night  he  met  with  these 
young  persons  and  instructed  them  from  the  Bible  and  the  ConfeiB- 
sion  of  l^aith.  In  summer,  they  assembled  in  a  sheep  bught ;  and 
in  winter,  they  formed  a  wide  circle  around  a  large  fire  of  peats  and 
candle-coal,  that  blazed  in  the  naddle  of  the  spenoe  floor.  The 
effects  of  the  substantial  information  these  rustics  got  is  felt  to  this 
day  in  that  neighbourhood.* 

It  was  about  the  year  1680,  that  Priesthill  g^t  acquainted  witK 
Isabell  Weir,  in  the  parish  of  Som.  She  was  a  very  superior 
w^oman,  though  her  disposition  was  the  very  reverse  of  his.  She 
was  lively  and  humorous,  and  could  cheer  up  his  grave  counte- 
mmce,  till  he  was  as  animated  as  herself:  at  oUier  times  she  would 
sit  and  Ibten  to  the  good  sense  of  his  conversation  with  the  simpli- 
city of  a  child.  She  saw  him  often,  for  he  had  frequently  business 
to  transact  with  her  father,  when  he  passed  to  and  from  Ayr.  They 
often  talked  of  Zion's  trouble ;  and,  what  was  remarkable,  when  he 
Bought  her  in  marriage,  he  told  her  he  felt  a  foreboding  in  his  mind 
that  he  would  one  day  be  called  to  seal  the  Church's  testimony  with 
his  blood.  ''  If  it  should  be  so,*'  she  nobly  answered,  '<  tlu*ough 
iJHiction  and  death  I  will  be  your  comfort.  The  Lord  has  promis- 
ed me  grace,  and  he  will  give  you  glory.^f 

About  this  dme,  the  indulged  mhiisters  had  gone  so  far  in  defec- 
lion,  that  the  more  consdentious  sufferevs  fAt  the  necessity  of  for- 
mally separating  from  them,  and  their  being  none  they  could  hear, 
after  the  death  of  Cameron  and  Carrill,  they  resolved  to  form  them- 
selves into  societies  to  meet  quarteny,  of  members  delegated  from 
their  weekly  prayer-meetings.  The  second  of  these  quarterly  meet- 
ings took  place  at  Priesthill,  February,  1682,  where  they  made  a 
contribution  to  send  a  young  man  to  Holland,  to  be  licensed  as 
preacher  to  them.  And  the  fruits  of  this  brought  forward  Mr. 
Renwick,  of  glorious  memory. 

About  two  months  after  this,  Priesthffl  was  married  by  Mr. 
Peden,  who  happened  to  be  in  Kyle  baptizing  children.  Tlie  mar- 
riage took  place  in  a  glen,  near  tiie  house.  When  Isabell  and  her 
•company  arrived  at  the  spot,  they  were  surprised  at  the  assembly 


*  In  this  good  work  our  wortliy  wm  not  alone.  He  was  asdsted  we  fixid  hf 
two  brothers^  Dayid  and  William  Steel,  who  were  also  among  the  penesuted  la 
tliat  district  of  countiy. 

f  Orookihanlu 
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gBtlierad.  Mr.  Pedm  welcomed  her,  and  add,  **  These  are  to  be 
witnesses  of  your  tows.  They  are  all  friends,  and  have  come  at 
the  risk  of  thiBir  lives  to  hear  God's  word,  and  to  countenance  his 
ordinance  of  marriage."  After  all  was  over,  Bir.  Peden  took  IsabeQ 
aside,  and  said,  *^  You  have  got  a  good  husband,  ralne  him  highly ; 
keep  linen  for  a  winding-sheet  beside  you ;  for  in  a  day  when  you 
least  expect  it,  thy  master  will  be  taken  from  thy  head.  In  him  tfao 
image  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  is  too  visible  to  pass  unnoticed  by 
those  who  drive  the  chariot  wheels  of  penecution  through  tho 
breadth  and  length  of  ^bleeding  SooUand.  But  fear  not,  thou  sbdt 
be  comforted."* 

There  is  something  in  the  human  heart  that  puts  the  evil  day  fiur 
away.  She  could  not  think  it  possible,  that  one  so  Uameless  as  her 
husband  could  be  considered  an  enemy  by  any  one.  However,  the 
kind  warning  had  this  good  e£fect  on  them  lioth,  diat  none  of  the 
tJl^ifles  that  make  such  havoc  upon  domestic  peace  were  regarded  by 
them. 

John  Brown  had,  by  a  former  wife,  a  litde  g^l  about  five  yesfi 
of  age,  who,  on  the  morning  after  his  marriage,  lifted  the  latdi  of 
the  spence  door,  and  findings  Isabell  alone,  said,  ^Hiile  she  covered 
her  face  shyly  with  her  ann,  <<They  say  ye  are  my  mother:" 
'<  What  if  I  diould  be  your  mother  ?'*  replied  IsabelL  **  Naethiag, 
but  if  I  thought  ye  were  my  mother,  I  would  like  to  come  in  aside 
you  a  wee,"  said  Janet,  with  artless  simplicity.  **  I  hope  I  will  be 
your  mother,  my  bairn,  and  that  God  wHl  give  me  grace  to  be  so» 
and  that  you  will  be  a  comfort  to  me  and  your  father."  And  she 
proved  so.  When  but  a  child  she  was  a  hdp  and  pleasure  to  them ; 
She  would  watch  her  Other's  return,  and  as  soon  as  she  saw  hia 
pack  horsef  at  a  distance,  coming  along  the  bent,  she  would  an- 
nounce the  joyful  tidings.  Then  the  gudewife  hasted,  and  made 
ready  his  milk  porridge,  had  them  dished,  covered  with  a  dean 
doth,  and  warm  water  to  wash  his  feet,  a  blazing  fire,  a  cieaa 
hearth ;  and  she  and  Janet  would  go  out  and  welcome  him  home, 
and  help  him  off  with  his  horse's  load. 

The  domesti<\  peace  and  comfort  of  Priesthill  is  talked  of  to  this 
day ;  and  many  anecdotes  are  told,  and  one  among  the  rest,  thas 
illustrates  the  precept  of  hospitality  to  strangers,  for  thereby  men 
have  entertained  angels  unawares.  The  second  year  aftw  his  mar- 
riage^ one  night  in  the  beginning  of  winter,  John  Brown  had  gone 
to  a  neighbour's  house :  The  family  at  home  were  preparing  the 
wool  of  their  flocks  for  hoden  gray  doth,  to  sell  at  Lowrie's  hk  in 


*  FrMB  inddflBta  and  anddpAtloiis  of  this  kind,  sotne  have  weakly  imn^ne^, 
Otai  this  worthy  minister  waa  endowed  with  the  gift  of  propheey ;  wherM%  no 
more  appean,  than  that  he  posseeaed  a  natural,  or,  if  you  wUl,  a  spiritual  mgt^ 
dty,  hy  which  he  could  pen^ve  that,  In  the  temper  of  those  times,  a  man  of 
John  Bixmfn's  decision  of  character,  and  seal  for  divine  iMtitatkas,  was  not 
likely  to  escape  the  fury  of  the  enemy. 

f  Carriers  in  those  days  were  unacquainted  with  the  Jucrory  of  whed  carts  -, 
and  then  weveno  toU-roads  on  which  wheels  could  torn. 
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Hanuhon.  The  sheph^  cftrdedihe  black  and  wlihe  wool  together, 
for  the  women  to  spm  i  Janet  and  the  herd  boy  were  teaaing  for 
the  earder :  The  gadewife  sat  nurtii^  her  first  bom  son  at  one  side 
of  the  fire ;  when  the  dog,  which  lay  at  fuU  lengtii  at  the  other, 
started  no,  and  ran  to  the  door,  barldng  at  ^  approadi  of  a  stran- 
ger. Iflaoeil  thought  it  would  be  her  husband  returned,  and  was 
about  to  rise  to  meet  him.  Janet  and  the  herd  were  almostas  soon 
at  the  door  as  the  dog,  and  calling  to  him,  <<  Whisht,  Collie,  whisht, 
ye  mn*na  speak  to  the  unco  man."  The  herd  caught  the  dog  in  his 
arms,  and  returned  with  him  into  the  houae,  while  Janet  followed, 
leading  a  stranger,  first  looking  to  her  mother  for  encouragement, 
and  i£en  to  her  guest.  She  led  him  to  her  fiither*s  chair  vnth  a 
oonitesy  that  seemed  to  give  rise  to  strong  emotions  in  his  heart. 

The  stranger  was  young  in  years,  of  a  little  stature,  and  fine  fisdr 
countenance,  but  he  was  pale  with  fieitigne  and  sickness.  His  shoes 
were  worn  out ;  a  shepherd's  plaid  hung  round  him,  aeemingly  for 
disguise,  for  by  his  dress  and  speech  he  seemed  of  a  superior  rank. 
While  the  servants  gazed  on  lum,  the  g^dewife  did  not  know 
whether  she  should  welcome  him  as  a  suffmr,  or  consider  him  as  a 
i^y ;  so  she  left  Janet  to  perform  the  kind  offices  the  stranger  re- 
quired, whfle  she  lulled  her  boy  to  sleep,  by  singing  a  verse  of  an 
old  song. 

Whife  tiie-gndewifiB  sang,  the  stranger's  face  brightened  up,  and 
he  more  dieeHully  accepted  the  child's  endearing  attentions,  who 
placed  him  in  the  warmest  comer,  helped  him  off  with  his  dreeping 
plaid,  imitating  all  the  kind  offices  she  had  seen  her  mother  perform 
to  hear  filler,  to  the  no  small  amusement  of  ^  rest  of  the  family. 
On  the  stranger  it  had  a  different  effect.  He  burst  into  tears,  and 
cried,  ^  Mmy  the  blessing  of  him  that  is  ready  to  perish  rest  upon 
you,  mv  dear  bairn.  Surely  God  has  heard  my  cry,  and  provided 
me  a  piaoe  to  rest  my  head  for  a  night.  O  that  I  had  in  the  wil- 
derness a  lodging-pkice  of  wayfaring  men,  that  I  might  leave  my 
people  and  go  firam  them;  for  they  be  an  assembly  of  treacherous 
men." 

Just  as  he  had  finished,  John  Brown  entered.  He  gaxed  at  him, 
and  with  great  deference  bade  him  wdcome  to  his  house.  "  Do  you 
know  me  ?"  said  the  strangen  I  think  I  do,  said  John  Brown.  It 
was  in  diis  house  that  the  seciedes  met  that  coi^ibuted  to  send  you 
to  Holland,  and  now  I  fecv-j^iey  have  not  recerrad'^^an  as  they 
ooght.  ^  Thebr  reproach  hae-vidt  broken  my  heart,"  said  Mr.  Ren- 
wick,  ^for  it  was  he,  thougli^p  was  not  named  before  the  family,) 
*  but  Uie  excessive  travellin||f,  night  wanderings,  unseasonable  sleep, 
frequent  preaching  in  all  weathers,  especially  in  the  night,  has  so 
deUlitated  me,  that  I  am  unfit  often  for  my  work,  l^e  r^roach 
of  those  who  caDed  me  to  the  ministry,  I  look  vpan  as  a  device  of 
tfie  enemy  to  stop  the  Lord's  woik ;  but  Messed  be  his  grace  diat 
kaa  kept  me  from  mixing  anger  or  scom  of  them  with  my  sorrow* 
Some  have  declared,  that  I  will  never  be  honoured  of  the  Lord  to 
do  his  poor  remnant  good.  Bnt  on6  thing  I  know,  and  may  say, 
that  Uie  Lord  has  done  me  good.    Oh  I  let  none  fear  a  suffering 
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IqL  Enemies  tkink  tHemsfllTet  aatiflfied  thit  We  aore  put  to  Thmder 
in  mosfes,  and  upon  momlaiiMi ;  boCeven  imidettlie  sUmns  of  these 
lagt  two  nigto,  I  caanot  exprees  what  sweet  times  I  have  had, 
when  I  had  no  coyeitng  but  the  daric  cortains  of  ^ight.  Tea,  in 
the  silest  watch,  my  nmid  was  led  out  to  admire  the  OBep  and  inex^ 
pressible  ocean  of  jo]r»  wherein  the  i^diole  £unHy  of  faeaTe»  swim. 
Each  star  led  me  to  wonder  what  he  must  be  who  is  the  8tar  of 
Jacob,  of  whom  all  stars  borrow  thdr  shining.  Indeed,  if  I  may 
term  it,  I  am  much  obliged  to  enemies,  thef  have  eoverod  me  many 
a  table  in  the  wilderness,  and  have  made  me  friends  whete  I  nerer 
expected  them."* 

When  he  ceased  speaking,  every  one  of  the  family  strove  to  dtp 
him  kindness.  The  shephord  brought  him  dean  hose  and  jhoes  s 
the  herd  his  new  night-cap :  tiie  laioes  left  their  wheeb  and  washed 
his  feet:  the  gndewife  pr^Moed  him  a  warm  supper;  while  little' 
Janet,  worn  out,  was  £&t  i^eep  at  his  side. 

In  those  days,  hospitality  was  with  many,  in  reality  what  it  ought 
to  be,  purely  exercised  for  God*s  glery,  and  without  display  of  gran* 
deur.  The  motives  were  like  silver  tried ;  it  was  at  tfa«  risk  ^  all 
even  life.  Hoice,  the  joy  of  such  pure  intercourse  was  sweet,*  be- 
yond description.  As  iron  sharpeneth  iron,  so  doth  die  fiioe  of  man 
his  friend.  Renwick  and  Priesthill  talked  of  the  sufferings  oi  di6 
church,  her  testimony,  her-coveaanted  cause,  atad  her  ultimate  tri- 
umph. Yes,  they  had  more  comfort  in  the  faith  that  Christ  wouhl' 
one  day  be  head  over  all  things,  King  ei  kings,  and  Liord  of  lords, 
than  the  wicked  have,  when  com  and  wine  do  most  abound. 

They  comforted  themselves  in  these  hopes,  and  with  the  assu- 
rance that  the  Lord  would  one  day  return  to  Sootkmd,  aad  that  the 
place  of  his  feet  would  be  glorious.  Mr.  Renwick  remaitied  ano- 
ther night  with  them,  and  was  greatly  bettered  in  his  healdL  It 
was  a  time  of  refreshing  to  the  £unily,  from  on  high.  Soon  afler 
he  left  Priesthill,  his  followers  and  he  published  their  Apologetic 
Declaration.  In  this  paper  which  made  its  appearance  mder  tim 
most  trying  drcumstances ;  circumstances  that  might  well  jAsliljr 
the  boldest  and  most  decided  language,  there  may  be  seen  a  q^oat, 
that  dared  to  be  free  from  tyranny ;  a  spirit  that  wonld^  one-  day^- 
i^>eak  terrible  things  in  righteousness.  ^ 

But  although  tihiis  effort  of  freedom  was  like  the  child  threshings 
the  mountain,  and  its  consequence  apparently  the  same,  save,  thsfe 
the  church  on  its  account  suffered  nauih ;  the  court  parly  made  it  m 
pretence  for  sending  more  soUHers  on  the  country,  particularly 
about  Lanark ;  and  the  better  to  execute  this,  gave  them  liberty  t9 
9hoot4iU  ihey  thought  su$puMm$f  so  that  it  was  not  \^mg  till  dhere 
was  scarce  a  moss  or  mountain  in  the  West  of  Scotland  but  was 
flowered  with  mart7r8.f 

The  society  that  met  at  Pries&ill  was  soon  broken  up.  John 
Wilson,  and  John  Smith  of  Lesmahago,  were  shot  by  iColoBel 

•  Renwidc's  LcAten. 
t  Renwick*!  Lettcis  to  Sir  Hotel  HamilUm. 
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Aubai  and  die' Laifd  of  Lee,  in  Fabrmuy,  1685.  John  Brown  of 
3lAckwoody  m  the  lame  parish,  was  shot  m  the  beginning  of  Harch 
following,  by  Lieutenant  Moiray,  after  the  promise  of  quarter. 
The  pure  snow,^  ^n  on  the  ground,  was  stained  with  his  blood. 
£Gs  corpse  was  buried,  under  doud  of  n^ht,  near  to  the  spot  where 
he  was  treacherously  ahnn. 

Momy  might  mnrdflr  mdi  as  godly  Brown, 
But  could  not  rob  him  of  that  glorious  crown 
He  now  enjoys.     His  credit,  not  his  crime, 
Was  noQ-oomplianoe  with  a  wicked  time. 

These  lines  are  inscribed  on  the  stone  that  covers  his  grave.* 

After  this,  our  worthy  could  not  continue  his  business  of  Carrier, 
though  he  had  no  hand  in  ihe  Apologetic  Dedaration.  His  opinion, 
(and  his  conduct  was  eonsistent  with  it,)  was,  that  he  ought  to  tire 
as  in  an  enemy's  country,  and  wUhout  gin.  Yet  he  was  often 
obliged  to  take  to  the  high  lands  of  Kyle,  and  of  Lanarkshire, 
and  to  bear  the  chilling  cold  of  March  and  April  winds,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  more  hitter  Mast  of  persecution.  Still,  however,  amidst 
the  storms  of  nature^  and  of  tlu9  political  heavens,  he  had  the  rain- 
bow of  the  covenant  around  his  head,  and  enjoyed  a  freedom  and 
pleasure  of  which  his  enemies  could  not  deprive  him. 

On  one  of  those  days,  when  driven  from  his  home,  he  fled  for  re- 
fuge to  a  deep  ravine^  or  moss  hag,  that  had  been  formed  by  the 
cuirent  of  a  water-epont,  carrymg  shrubs,  soil,  moss,  and  all  before 
it,  to  the  dale  land  beneath,  leaving  a  frightfol  chasm,  amidst  a  vast 
fidd  of  heath.  Its  deep  mossy  sides  made  it  inaccessible  to  stran- 
gers :  only  the  neighbouring  husbandmen  knew  where  tire  brackens 
hid  the  rocks,  whose  shdvy  sides  conducted  to  the  bottom.  I*  the 
sides  of  this  natural  alley,  were  dens  and  caves,  sufficient  to  hide  a 
large  company.  In  one  of  these,  PriesthiU  intended  to  spend  the 
day  in  prayer ;  and  had  begun  to  pour  out  his  soul,  in  the  words  of 
Lamentadons  iii.  40,  &c  when  a  sweet  sound  reached  his  ear,  tiiat 
seemed  to  proceed  from  another  part  of  the  place.  At  first  it  was 
in  a  soft  under  voice,  as  afiraid  to  be  heard,  but  soon  rose  above  all 
fear,  joined  with  othen ;  and  he  heard  the  following  Psalm  distinct- 
ly sung : — 

Beeause  I  am  brooght  very  low, 

Attend  unto  my  cry ; 
IVfe  from  my  persecutors  uiTe,     • 

Who  stronger  are  than  I. 

From  prison  bring  my  aoul,  that  I 

Thy  name  may  ghurify. 
The  just  shall  compau  me  when  thou 

With  me  deal'nt  bounteously. 

"  It  is  the  hallowed  sound  of  praising  Crod :  and  by  some  fellow* 


*.  Cloud  of  WitneMea.      A  very  interesting  aoeoont  of  the  death  of  John 
Brown  appeared  in   Black wood*8  Magazine,  some    time  after  this  was   writ* 
SC0T8    fVoRTBIMS,   No.    80  6g 
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waSmmmf  iiMMoi  Brown,  wiMiuwefrotiUtkBeei,  let  mmnjM^ 
them  cmt  Asd  to  Iwi  no  mdl  jof,  iw  Annid  thmA  and  WU-  ^ 
lum  Steel*  Ue  neighbonn,  end  Jonpb  WHeon  £nMm  LeeouJiago,  ia 
the  «left  of  a  rock  tbat  jutted  half^ivay  into  tlMniTiae.  Tbe  Steels 
Mi  had*  nerrow  eeoepe  tlie  daj  faeCose  tfaii.  Jknd  it  mm  to  nYoid 
snch  haranaJng  that  they  new  fled  to  the.gifwne>  Nor  did  thej  flee 
in  Tain.  They  found,  to  their  gweet  experience,  this  dreary  waste 
a  Bethel ;  and  in  tiieir  haraasings  and  Indhigs,  as  it  was  with  Mosee 
on  the  mount,  they  felt  nearest  God  when  farthest  from  creature 
comforts.  All  day,  tihey  read  God's  word  and  prayed  by  turns ;  and 
during  the  dailc  and  silent  watches  of  the  night,  by  Aims  they  prayed 
and  praised. 

Tht  seventy-foorth  Pssfan  was  deqily  inqpnated  on  iMr  memo- 
ries, from  its  being  nonai&aUy  desoriptrre  of  tlwir  ekaatien.  The 
whole  of  it  was  iungabeiat  Jnidinglit^  «ad  while  the  wfaid  carried 
ihe  somd  to  the  dale  land  below,  Anth  lanried  Ihe  matter  up  to 
hearen.  It  entered  the  ear  of  Ite  €rod  of  sabao^  tfarougli  the 
higUy  exalted  faitcireessor,  and  he  sent  iha  Comibrter  to  iqihold 
tlram  w\A  peace  and  joy,  in  belierbig  thgt  ik  was  JeBtef  cmue  they 
were  soffenng  A>r.  Thongh  counted  as  ska^fater  sheep,  they  were 
fed  in  green  pastnres,  and  dmsk  of  diatvlvwr «f  Nfe,  wimse  divine 
influences  refireshed  dienr  sovds,  in  a  nunner  pail;  all  undenSaa^i^ 
They  f ck  a  peace  diat  made  them  loath  ^  |Nurt.  l^oiT  one  was 
sensible  that  the -presence  of  God  had  been  with  (hem.  Joidintkia 
ejmit  tlieae  poor  hnnted  safatfa  spent  llietinM  lill  mmnSng  dawned 
tad  the  lark  arose  aboTe  their  beads,  joiidng  hh  note  with  theirs,  in 
prmse  to  God  finr  the  light  of  aaotfier  day. 

William  Steel,  who  escaped  deatfi  itmm  (he  peweetitois,  and 
lived  many  years  after  the  Rerohition,  said  «lften.  If  erer  ^oe  wna 
a  time  in  his  li£e  that  he  w^iM.  wish  to  enjoy -ovvr  again,  it  was  es- 
pecially that  day  and  nig^  he  spent  in  the  moss  hag;  They  ail 
thooglHt  it  would  be  theb  last  meeting  on  earth.  He  was  te  first 
that  asoended  Iran  the  ranrine,  to  look  if  the  enemy  were  in  view; 
and  it  being  a  clear  msming,  and  no  pevson  in  a^l^  lUey  all  fol- 
lowed, and  were  standing  to  oonsolt  on  the  separate  paAs  lliey 
would  take  home,  to  prevent  tiiem  from  beii^seen,  when^iey  were 
struck  silent  by  a  voice,  sweeter  than  any  tJiing  tiiey  had  ever 
heard,  passing  over'the  ravine,  sin^ng  these  words : — 

Oh !  let  the  pritonen*  sighs  aseeod 

Before  thy  ^f ht  on  high  ; 
PreMTTi  thoie  by  thy  mishty  poerir, 

Iluit  an  tfdiined  to  die. 


ten :  bat  the  writer  has  oonfoimded  the  name  of  John  Brown  of  Blackwood 
pariah,  with  Uiat  of  his  mnusake  of  Fifesthm ;  and  tho  home  on  *e  Mnir, 
with  that  in  Bfuirkirlc^-The  hoose  on  the  Moir  was  where  CaldweU,  Ken- 
land,  and  the  gentlemen  of  Renfrowifaire^  rendesvonsed  on  their  way  to  join. 
Colonel  Walko^  and  the  company  whoidl  at  JPeudaad.    Wodfow,  YeL  L  Ap- 
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And  wgiittf  whUe  Iky  jyUftlaQdipMfUM^  aotlhflK  voice  imagt  in 
toaes.  w  exnltlion :— 

ThoagH  ye  have  lain  $mtmf  the  poti. 

Like  doTei  ye  ihall  appear, 
WhoM  wings  trltli  iHver,  attd  wftb  gold 

WhoM  ftatben  eovtrad  areb 

After  standing  for  some  time  lookiQg  at  one  apotber,  some  of  tbem 
tliought  they  had  left  otfaf^r  worshippie^  in  the  moss  hag.  Otliers, 
thought  that  the  soand  echoed  frojps  |i  .greater  distance.  **  Whoever 
or  wherever  Uie  words  come  from,  vre  have  little  concern/*  said 
John  Brown ;  **  one  thing  we  maj  talce  comfort  from ;  they  are 
God's  words  to  his  chorch  in  ajfHic^ion ;  and  that  \$  oar  situation. 
MVho  lye  among  the  pots?  We  scoUionSy  black  in  the  opinion  of 
our  enemies.  But  God  sees  us  not  as  man  sees  os,  but  compares  us 
to  doves ;  doves  on  the  wing«  whose  feathers  of  gold  and  silver  are 
best  seen  while  they  fly.  It  may  be,  we  are  on  the  wing  to  an 
eternal  world,  and  this  Bethel  meeting  is  preparing  us  to  mount  up 
with  wings  like  eagles.  If  so,  let  us  keep  m  mind,  that  we  have  no* 
Mnf  to  Mast  tof,  but  gmccj^'grac^ :  p/nto  h  19  ouf  f^owledjpgnent;** 
While  te^pp^i;^  Im  fi^wienfinc^  hdmH  l*e  fi^eai^ntes^  eyqr  tl^ 
bad  seen ;  and  wh^  b^  s^iiif4  fr^ff^  th^m,  tbe|r  ;StqQ4  ymd  looked 
.after  himp  It  wm  the  Mst  time  ii»^y  ^w  bim  ¥^  4i&>  And  thfi  last 
they  .befMrd  him  Vl^«  ^  He  Jbad  /^  n^ost.wAwmwA^  .talent  in  om- 
muflxi?%fii^g  infivnoatinn  ,«94  cmsqlfflv^n  tp  jotber^  and  .w^  bp  came 

bimsdf  to  bp  ^ried,  h^  WIS  |iot  teft  ^  cprtnavaF*"  * 

(Charles  being  np7  f(JM>  iiiod  .1lm^9,  D^  of  YorfcMriw  f^w 
Jihr^WTo^  Aff  th^  Jfl^fkf  the  sipspi(9k»fi  of  ^he  reformjeff^  1^  Prel^M^ 
wpis  t^  .be  handmaid  to  the  intr^edu^ion  pf  P^i^ry  j^i  SyptJU»<l,  wt^ 
yfiri^jod*  For  tbifl  pucpoae  jbe  ephuged  th^  -c^pmi^ifVIA  «of  Cl^ir^ir- 
house,  and  created  him  Visco^njt  of  Dimd^ ;  and  no^  Wf^  h^t^ 
^t^i  t9  dnvej&tf  ffjuii^\$plfi¥3Mm^  tkit9|tigb/ev^r  ^b)WfMwt  <^uld 
^Olri^e  lUip  d0su»ib)e. 

Xhipi  person  .so  infamoyDMi  in  Jijs.cii^^Ufy  bad  P9w  a?  dO^pprtnnity 
pf  .^splaying  it  qn  |th^  parser  ^  <«nr  wo^y,  ^  giftrnspn  ib^ifg 
ifoed  At.Lei»mabffgo,  ai^cordiqg  .tp  th?  fcarjbai^QS  policy  of  the  times, 
Claverhonse  came  ^P^P^ctedly  tjliere,  laAe  o#  the  ,]^s^  i^gbt  of 
Aps^l,  )^^,  4md  JhavjiAg  h^rd  iof  John  Bro{0m*4  piety  aa4  non^eon- 
fmmt^f  by  siic  p'olodc  neict  momyig  be  was  at  ^r^thllL  A  proof 
bpw  be  thirsted  after  (the  <blopdi«f.mdi.i9en  I 

Jobn^BNown,  as  usu^,  badrmsea  |i|itb  Ahe  A^air^y  and  b^  offi^red 
V9  Xhe  Vfm^mg  mm&o^    Bis  t^prifr-qft^  jKoId  bow  romarl^Ly  the 

Psahi^  isyng  ijM  mirnU«»  tteodod  ^  i^ 
It  ^wai^ifo.^Upirs; 

P|upf  zxriL  lr-4^ 

TlvB  ]:^*s  say  li^ht  and  tavloi^  heslth; 

Wbo  sl|ali  malceinedlfmayed?  .  v 


♦  AVodrMT. 
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My  1ii«t*«  slrenicth  I*  the  Lonl;  of  filimn 
llieutliHll  I  be  afraid?    -" 

WlTen  as  mine  encmiet  and  foei, 

Most  irickfd  pcrvoos  all. 
To  ml  my  Hesh  againtt  me  roee^ 

Thrjr  stumbled  aad  did  fiUL 

A|pUnst  rae  though  ao  host  encamp, 

My  heart  yet  fearless  Is : 
Though  war  against  me  rise,  1  will. 

Be  «XMifident  In  thht 

One  thing  I  of  the  Lord  ilesirvd, 

And  will  seek  to  obtain. 
That  all  days  of  my  life  I  may 

^'ithin  God^s  house  remain ; 

That  1  the  beauty  of  the  Lord 

Behold  may  and  admire. 
And  that  1  in  his  holy  place 

May  reverently  Inquire. 

Tlie  chapter  read  was  John  xv\^  equally  smtahle ;  ami  Iti^  prayers 
were  like  iho^e  of  one  lost  to  the  world,  and  entered  into  the  holy 
of  holies,  through  the  rent  vail  of  tite  Redeemers  Oesli.  . 

How  good  it  is,  when  the  Lord  comes,  to  be  found  watrhiog  in 
the  way  of  doing  onr  duty,  was  experienced  in  no  small  meanuro 
by  the  lamily  at  Priestliill.  After  worship,  the  g^ideman  went  to 
the  hill  to  prepare  some  peat  ground;  the  servants  were  al^o  out, 
and  engaged  at  some  distance  in  their  wonted  employments.  Of  a 
sudden  Claverhouse  surrounded  the  helpless  man  with  three  troo|»s 

'  of  dragoons,  and  brought  him  down  to  his  own  house.  He  left  his 
implements  of  industry  with  great  composure,  and  walked  down  be- 
fore them  more  like  a  leader  than  a  captive. 

Meanwhile  Janet  had  alarmed  her  mother  by  telling  her  tliat  a 
great  many  horsemen  were  coming  down  the  hill  with  her  father. 
**The  thing  that  I  feared  is  come  upon  me;  O  givtt  me  grace  for 
this  hotur,*"  said  her  mother,  hastily  taking  up  her  boy,  and  wrap- 

.  ping  him  in  her  plaid,  and  taking  Janet  by  tlie  hand,  she  went  out 
to  meet  her  foes ;  praying  in  secret  as  she  %vent. 

The  leisurely  way  of  examining  persons  by  law,  in  whith  thero 
was. some  semblance  of  justice,  was  now  departed  from.  Claver- 
house simply  asked  John  Brown,  Why  he  did  not  attend  ih^  curate, 
and  if  be  would  pray  for  king  James.  It  was  remarkable  that, 
though  a  stammerer  in  speech  to  strangers,  this  morning  he  answer- 
ed Claverhouse  distinctly.  He  said  he  acknowledged  only  Christ  at 
supreme  head  of  the  Cliurdi,  and  could  not  attend  the  curates,  bo- 
cause  they  were  placed  tliere  contrary  to  His  law,  and  were 
mere  creatures  of  the  bishops,  and  the  bishops  were  creatures 
of  the  king ;  and  lie  being  a  Papist,  and  himself  a  Protestant  Pre^ 
byterian,  who,  along  with  all  ranks  in  the  nation,  liad  sworn  and 
covenanted  to  God,  that  no  Papt)tt  should  bear  nde  over  these  lands ; 
he  neither  could  nor  would  pray  for  hinu     But  if  he  rejiented, 
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and  turned  £rom  his  wicked  way,  he  would  acknowledge,  obey, 
and  pray  for  him.*  Upon  hearing  this  Claverhonse  said,  *^  Go  to 
your  prayers,  for  yon  sliall  immedic^ly  die  :"f  which  conunand,  John 
immediately  complied  with,  and  that  in  such  a  manner  as  filled  the 
troops  with  amaseement.  On  his  familv,  it  had  a  different  effect. 
His  wife,  who  was  g^eat  with  child,  wiui  another  in  her  arms,  and 
Janet  at  her  side,  stood  while  he'  prayed  ^*  that  every  covenanted 
blessing  might  be  ponred  upon  her  and  her  children,  bom  and  un- 
born, as  one  refreshed  by  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  when  he 
comes  down  like  rain  upon  the  mown  grass,  as  showers  upon  the 
eartL" 

There  is  a  light  in  the  Christian's  life  that  discovers  the  spots  of 
the  wicked,  and  torments  them  before  the  time.  When  Claver- 
honse  could  bear  his  prayers  no  longer,  and  had  succeeded,  after 
ifitori'uptijig  him  twice,  with  the  most  blasphemous  language,  to 
raise  him  from  his  knees^  John  Brown  said  to  his  wife — *<  Isabella 


*  Some  readers  will  be  surpriaed  that  so  holy  a  man  should  have  refused  to 
frny  for  the  king,  seeing  we  are  so  plainly  commanded  to  pray  for  icings,  and  all 
in  authori^  over  ua.  In  the  ^vsent  state  and  cirenmstances  of  this  khigdom,  it 
is  not  easy  with  some  persons  to  peroeive  the  foroeof  the  reasons  which  InduiMlaitB 
persecuted  for«&thers  to  refuse  obedience  to  this  command.  One  thing,  however* 
is  very  evident  from  their  history,  that  they  refused  obedience,  not  to  diviney  bttt 
only  to  arbitrary  human  authority,  and  when  it  was  considered  a  test  of  their 
compliance  with  what  was  sinful.  It  is  probable  that  the  apostle  Paul  himself 
woiUd  have  refused  to  pray  for  Nero  as  empeior,  had  he  been  commanded  to  do 
so  at  the  point  of  the  sword,  as  a  test  of  his  adiWwledging  him  as  Head  of  the 
Churcli.  He  would  have  prayed  like  Stephen  for  his  enemies  and  jnordererB ;  but 
certainly  he  would  not  have  acknowledged,  nor  would  he  have  done  any  thing  that 
80  much  aa  seemed  to  acknowledge,  the  ecclesiastical  supremacy  of  the  emperor. 
Now  this  b  the  plain  fact  of  the  case^  with  regard  to  our  fathers  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  Praying  for  the  king  was  enforced  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet ;  and 
compliance  was  understood  by  both  parties  to  be  a  renouncing  of  a  ftmdatnental 
principle  of  the  Scottish  Reformation,  which  incurred  the  guilt  of  both  hypocrisy 
and  peijuiy.  Ciiarles  was  not  content  with  being  acknowledged  head  of  the  state. 
He  would  be  head  of  the  church  too ;  and  James,  his  successor,  would  have  re- 
signed the  headship  of  both  to  the  Pope. 

But  with  their  convictions,  they  could  not  even  pray  for  Chaiks  as  head  of  the 
state,  without  groas  hypocrisy ;  for  thty  believed  that  by  his  violation  of  hia 
solenm  engagements  to  the  nation,  he  had  forfeited  aU  right  to  the  sovereignty. 
This,  it  must  be  allowed,  is  a  delicate  question ;  and  one  at  all  times  of  difficult 
application;  but  if  the  worthy  men  whose  conduct  is  the  subject  of  this  note, 
were  wrong  either  in  the  oonoeptioo  or  applicatton  df  the  principle,  their  error 
was  adopted  and  followed  up  Into  practice,  by  the  whole  nation,  a  few  years  after ; 
and  this  is  now  unlvarsally  approved  by  Protestants  of  aU  denominations.  The 
fact  Lily  the  strict  Covenanters  saw  the  cloven  foot  of  Popery  and  arbitrary  powen 
In  the  administration  of  Charles  II.  almost  from  the  beginning,  and  still  more  in 
that  of  his  brother  James.  They  refused  to  submit  to-it,  or  to  come  under  any. 
oath  that  should  bind  them  to  an  approbation  of  Popery  and  tyranny,  or  even  to 
utter  a  word  in  their  praysrs  that  oouM  imphr  such  a  thing.  Surdy  these  were 
at  least  honest  men ;  and  they  were  more  n<Me  than  those  of  their  countrymen, 
who,  after  having  made  many  compliances,  and  sworn  many  oaths  to  the  reigning 
family,  fdt  thenMehres  compiled  to  throw  them  off.  **  Is  not  the  gleaning  of  tlie 
grapes  of  Ephnim  better  than  the  vintage  of  Abiezcr?" 
f  Wodrow  and  Crookshank. 
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wM  liili  ittltti  kittdn^  <<  Yott  see  me  sonnnoiied  to  tt>peiiir,  in  ik 
few  iriiMiiet^  be^Mr  th*  edoit  of  hesven,  tt  a  wilae^  m  our  lie* 
deeAtt^tf  dMts^^  iftfntt  tfi«  Rider  of  Soodiutd.  Are  yon  WiUii^ 
dMEt  I  Aeold  tiait  from  yon?"'  <'  HeftrtOy  wflUng,"  tttd  alie,  ia  4 
Toke  thil  ^we  h^  regjm  fbr  fter  husband,  and  ker*  sdkfiission  to 
the  Ij<»^  even  when  he  caHed  her  to  boir  befcnre  lag  terriUe  thing«t 
""Tbftligiail  w«ttf  fcTi  O  death,  where  is  thy  wtingl  O  gthr% 
where  WiS  be  thy  tictoff  T  said  John  Brown,  while  he  tenderly 
kid  Ms  irte^  aiNNind  her,  Idssed  ber  tad  lus  little  boy,  and  la^y 
Janet ;  Ba3riiig  to  her,  ^  My  sweet  bairn,  give  your  liand  to  God  ai 
your  guide ;  mi  be  yoni^  modter's  editiibrt." — He  ebvid  add  no 
meire;  a  tide t»ftitedeini«8soTerflowedfaitr  heart  At  last,  he  ntter* 
edtiie^  words,  <<  Blessed  be  thom,  O  Holy  j^iirit  f  that  speaketh 
tnoi%  emntot  to  mr  heart  than  the  voice  of  my  oppressors  can  spesk 
terror  to  my  eari !  Thus,  whm  the  Lord  brot^^  his  witness  fa 
be  tried,  he  diMoveied  a  magnanimity  whioh,  as  he  iUU,  conquered 
his  peraecntdfs.* 


I  Om  r«sdw  wffl  to  plMMd  MPlii«6  «S  Mowing  iflMolt  0^ 
I  eiwnmitMMi^  diSukig  tomum  ■Bgiif  ^fmffkuikat  fttm  *■«  in  ike  tttt,  tal 
'  «9iidlyfn9ia(9Sl.'-4aa«HedfbrUi^rilM]^  <*  Afler  lie  had  cHttifie^  nd  pertf- 
Bflttly  aaewered  w&at»  ^iiMlloni^  Gat^rlietiM  Mdd  to  Ithn,  '  Oto  to  yaor  pnjtan, 
fm  yoa  ehall  immedlitely  die  !*  Browti  weftt  fo  fate  pr&yerS  i  bat,  wlieii  in  tlii 
ftffvoiir  ctf  devotfeQi  Ke  WM  ^He^  InMirMpted  by  Onhttin*  Wben  Bs  rese  frwa 
Mi¥iieii^]M«ddtolitewif<^Wfa»Wi»fit«Mlt(Wl<]ldMpehfldlA  Itar  SftM»  and 
OMUieratberthlei)  «K«W,  ImM^  ^  dsjr  te  6otee  of  wUdi  I  t61d  yon  wlitt  I 
int  piopowd  narrtaf*  to  yoo.*— <  Indeei^  Jdin,*  i%|died  ike  poor  womni,  'If  It 
aiut  be  10,  I  een  wmiAfij  p*n  with  you.'-^^  TkU,*  wM  tbe  ooQecied  nun,  *k 
oil  I  desire.     I  ba?e  no  more  to  do--but  to  die*     I  hlrte  hmg  ekpSded  ft' 

<«  Poor  Brown  then  ki«Md  bH  wlib  md  Ole  ^dreri.-^<  Ood  UMi  ystt  d^* 
eOd  he*  <  May  oil  protsbosHl  and  frnwdaed  bIWitigtt  be  teldti^Ued.* 

M'Nonm^*  toclftftted  Glai«rlMa^  'Tmi  ilt  ISeM,*  eonntlDuioit  dx  edk 
dlat%  'ilRiol  klm  instantlf !'  They  dft^^-^^to  poor  tnan  fidl.-^'  Wh^  thinkeal 
flMB  of  thy  hoib&nd  now,  woman?'  fieredy  deiiuaided  the  mfflan  GnhsMu  'I 
orer  thoii^t  nMioh  good  of  htei,*  iebbed  the  ^r  wi<ioW ;  *ltad  mm  mdri  than 
€oer,*—^  Wretch!'  growled  oat  CUverfaoaeft, '  k  Were  bat  Jiftt  tb  Ixf  ihte  beatdo 
liiBi  r«^  If  you  were  p^fSuHiMl,  I  doSiM  not  ^M.  yooT  mielty  wooM  go  that  fe,' 
evled  the  pdor  weaian,^'  Bat  how  w^  yoa  answer  Ibr  this  ntoittfaig^a  woifc?* 
•TDSiaiileanbeAiawerablc/  thmdsred  oat  fli«  renegade ;  'iM>  «>  fin^  Ooi^  I 
Will  talce  Atm  In  Say  own  hand  !* 

«  He  than  iSardied  off,  koTlng  ths  pMr  WldoW  wi A  h«r  httsbaad'^  inan|M 
corpse  *  Ae  set  ^0  ehlldren  dn  llie  gx^itod*  She  gadbrM  Up  hb  atdttend 
bralno^  die  tied  ap  his  head^-'ondooyering  his  b6dy  with  a  i^ald,  ahe  aat  ind 
wept  over  him !  She  WooM  not  les^e  Um  bloody  enrpM^  acAbbig  and  aoUtsiy,  aht 
wtX  tifi  fuse  iM^hbohil  approached. 

<«  Theae  neighbours  btoied  John  j^rown  st  the  Ad  ^  tbe  hooae  df  'MbMSL 
A  aunaminl  wm  ereetedi  whieh  yet  sia«d%  oS  ft*  ipoi  Whsn»  he  fSL 

**  Thosi  wtthoQt  law,  or  Umfti  wHhotrt  eren  the  thcam  of  a  iokker  imy^  Was 
mordered  ih  edd  blood,  a  jteafceable,  aAd  pSoOs  iokb  f  M«tty  fiiiintetM  the  cttrrfer, 
and  none  more  than  the  libtldreA  in  the  tidnity.  Tbe  nltonerfc  of  Brown  Wen 
bland  and  benevolent  Many  a  yonng  soiil  htt  Wdii  to  thfc  fiiiYlott^,  and  many  a 
young  foot  paiMd  mDea  to  meet  with  Johh  BrdWn  tin  t  Bttbbath. 

"  We  are  led,  by  wiickmg  deacrlptidns,  to  ratnl^  (he  crfanM  of  «  amiit.  Wo 
an  led,  by  wltdiing  daacriptions,  to  oaloai^  Ibe  crildty  tf  A  captain.     Andtbaos- 
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If,  ift  dM  CAsMui't  life,  tft«re  b  a  Ug^  tli«l  diteoT«n  tha  ipoti 
of  Ihe  wideed;  ao,  k  the  martjri^t  keroie  ^nffLmg  wiib  6Mk, 
there  k  a  heat  that  itordiee  then  past  enduriog.    It  was  detditMe 


iiad^r^kfeeluigtfaBtCSbnreriMMifeerdered  lix  ef  hit  dw^eeui  te 
iheot  him,  ere  die  last  wt>rde  wese  out  of  hie  mendi:  bat  ih 
pray  ere  and  eondaot  had  dbiined  them  from  perftirming  wtuk  a  a- 
vage  adaoD.  Tke  v  stood  motumksi.  Feaiii^  for  their  mutbiy^ 
CSaireriieiKe  siatehed  a  pitted  fieem  his  owa  belt,  and  shot  Jkim 

through  the  head. And  trhBe  his  troops  shnk  firdm 

the  awfol  seeae,  he,  like  a  beatt  of  prev  that  tramplet  and  henrls 
over  a  fiJleo  Tictim,  kisdteed  tiM  teiider<rhearted  wife,  wMIe  the 
gatheied  up  die  shattered  head,  by  tauitaagjeera:  ^  What  duaksot 
thoa  of  thf  hntband  now,  woman  ?**  ^  I  ever  thaanAt  mieUe  good 
of  him,''  taid  the,  **  aad  mow  aaoro  than  efFsc'*  Hs^  teeing  her 
coiiragey  taid,  **  It  were  but  jvstiee  to  Imf  thee  betide  himJ'  8he 
replied,  "  If  ye  were  pennitted,  I  doabt  not  your  nni^ty  cooid  ga 
that  l^i^h;  W  how  wfll  ye  antwtr  ibr  1^  mMniag^t  work?*^ 
With  a  coimtenancedMi  belied  hit  wards,  jhe  amnrered,  ^'To  mea 
I  can  be  aatwerable ;  aad  at  for  God,  I  will  take  kim  ia  my  owa 
haads :"  Thus  saying,  he  hattik-  pat  tpon  to  Us  hocte^  and  left  her 
with  the  eorpse.  She  ded  up  his  head  with  her  napidn,  composed 
his  body,  coTored  it  with  her  j^aid,  and  when  the  had  notMng  far- 
ther to  do  or  contend  with,  she  sat  down  on  the  ground,  drew  her 
children  to  her,  and  wept  over  her  mangled  husband. 

Bat  think  not,  reader,  she  was  miserable;  it  is  only  when  we 
hare  brought  on  onrselves  our  a£Qicdons,  that  we  are  miserable 
under  them*  Nor  think  that  die  was  alone.  Awe  not  angels  minis* 
tering  spirits  to  believers  in  dwir  troaUes  ?  And  being  spirits  they 
are  well  fitted  for  the  service.  Thev  can  reach  the  spirit  with  heat- 
ing on  their  wings.  They  soodie,  they  comfprtthe  afflicted  widow. 
They  bring  God  s  promises  to  mind,  sa^og,  **  Fear  not,  for  thy 
Maker  is  dty  hnsbaad.  For  the  Lord  has  ^ed  thee  as  a  woman 
fors^en  and  grieved  fai  spirit  Thy  Ood  saidi,  For  a  moment 
have  I  forsaken  thee,  bat  with  great  mercies  will  I  gather  thee.  O 
dioa  afflicted,  tossed  with  tempests,  and  not  comforted,  behold  I  wffl 
lay  thy  stones  with  fair  colours,  and.  thy  foundadons  with  sapphires. 
And  I  win  make  thy  windows  of  agates,  and  thy  gates  of  carbun- 
cles, and  all  diy  borders  of  pleasant  stones*  Thy  duldren  shall  be 
taught  of  the  Lord,  and  great  shall  be  dieir  peao^.  This  is  the 
heritage  of  the  servants  of  the  Iiord>  and  their  righteousness  is  of 
me,  saith  the  Lord.*'  There  are  also  kindred  qpirits  with  angelft, 
here  on  eardi,  in  whom  the  Most  High  God  pats  his  Spirit,  to  speak 
a  word  in  season  to  the  wearv  souL 

The  mourners  of  PriesthiU  did  not  long  want  friends.    The  re* 


vmumted  canaUk,  wi,  perhapiy  they  may  lie  called,  an  GanceUed  with  a  sneer ! 
But,  here,  lo  a  moor  or  a  moaiy  and  In  die  most  trying  drcomstaBcea  of  InimaBi^ 
— Aone  stuid  cgKmpUfiad,  by  an  tumble  carrier  and  hie  wife,  more  reioIiHIonT^  , 
more  ratioDal  piety^-  more  virtuous  love,  and  more  sublime  submission^  $lian  vt  *'\^ 
4MpansitfainjwWwiUbf  eTcrabletob«rt«wonthelastaf  the  SCuif^       S^'Jk. 
lifhtsuid  Shadows  of  Soottiali  Character,  pp.  66—68.  \^ 
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pott  of  tke  fool  dedd  circulated  n^idly,  creatiiig  d^may  and  d>- 
lipirenoe.  Wlio  now  could  tiiink  themselYes  safe,  when  John  Brown 
was  thus  treated,  who  was  not  otherwise  obnoxions  to  government 
than  in  not  attending  the  curate,  and  he  several  miles  duitant  ?  The 
first  whorarrived  on  the  spot  was  David  Sted's  wife,  one  wdl  fitted 
to  comfiHTt  in  the  most  trying  diq>ensation.  She  ran  up  to  the 
group,  and  throwing  her  arms  aronnd  them,  sainted  Isabell  dins, 
<<  Wow  woman  I  and  has  your  master  been  taken  from  jowr  head 
this  day  ?  and  has  he  won  the  martyr'«  crown  ?  and  has  God  taken 
you  and  your  children  under  his  aton  carey  saying,  I  will  be  a  has* 
band  to  the  widow,  and  a  fiather  to  the  fatherless  ?  No  wonder 
though  ye  are  overcome  and  astonished  at  his  doingB."  This  sain* 
tation  aroused  and  strengthened  the  widow.  She  remembered  the 
words  of  Mr.  Peden,  and  iriie  arose  from  the  gtomid  to  seardi  onl 
the  linen  he  had  warned  her  to  prepare.  About  this  time  David 
and  William  Sted,  with  his  wife,  also  arrived  and  assisted  Isabell 
to  bring  in  and  wrap  up  the  precious  dust.  All  was  done,  while 
the  siloDce  of  death  reigned  over  the  hcHisebold. 

After  breakfest,  David  Steel  took  the  Btble^  and,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  tiie  femily,  began  the  worship  of  €rod  by  singing  the 
remaining  part  of  the  consolatory  psalm  sung  in  the  morraagt — 

For  be,  in  his  p&TiUoii»  shall 

Me  hide  in  evil  days ; 
In  secret  of  his  tent  me  hide, 

And  on  a  rock  me  niae. 

And  now,  even  at  this  prsMBt  tin" 

Mine  head  ahaU  lifted  bc^ 
AboTe  all  those  that  are  my  iocs, 

And  round  encompass  me :  '^ . 

Therefore,  onto  hjs  tabemaele  ^  * 

in  saorificea  bring  V. 

Of  joyfulneas ;  I'll  sing,  yea,  I  '  * 

To  God  will  praises  sing. 

And  followed  also  the  footsteps  of  his  friend  by  reading  the  xviilh 
chapter  of  John. 

Those  in  affliction  read  and  sing  in  a  faith  that  those  who  are  at 
ease  know  nothing  about.  Every  word  of  God  comes  home  just 
as  if  he  spoke  widi  a  voice  in  liieir  ear.  It  was  with  such  acts  a( 
futh  on  God's  promise  that  Isabell  received  with  composure  her 
visitors,  many  of  whom  came  at  the  risk"  of  their  lives  to  condole 
with  her. 

As  was  smd  of  the  protomartyr  Stephen,  **  devout  men  carried 
him  to  his  burial,"  so  it  was  with  John  Brown,  ^r  literally  Gods 
hidden  ones  carried  him  forth,  and  laid  him  in  his  grave,  on  the 
very  spot  where  he  felL  And  as  the  disciples,  t£ti&r  tibey  had 
seen  the  Lord  ascend,  returned  unto  Jerusalem  rejoicing,  in  like 
manner  did  the  company  at  Priesthill  rejoice,  and  had  their  **  song 
in  the  night.** 

How  Afferent  the  case  of  the  wicked  I     Had  a  miracle  opened 
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the  eyc8  of  QaTeAotwc,  as  it  did  the  eyes  of  the  prophet's  servant, 
to  have  seen  John  Brown's  sonl  from  « insult  springing,"  ttt  the 
moment  his  body  fell  a  mangled  corpse,  he  would  have  seen  him- 
self changed  frdni  a  powerM  oppressor,  like  Haman,  to  a  mean 
servant,'  only  fit,  as  an  instrument,  to  clothe  the  humble  sitter  at  the 
king's  gat^  m  royal  robes,  and  a  glorious  crown,  and  usher  him  inf 
to  the  city  Shushan,  as  a  man  whom  the  King  delights  to  honour. 
It  was  not  granted  that  his  eyes  should  be  opened  by  a  miracle,  or' 
by  ftdlh  in  God's  written  testimony.  But  God*s  vicegerent,  «m-* 
science,  even  in  this  life,  speaks  out  awful  things  of  righteousuesr 
and  judgment  to  come.  "  He  afterwards  acknowledged  that  John 
Brown's  prayer  made  such  an  impression  on  his  spirit,  as  he  could 
never  get  altogether  worn  off,  when  he  gave  himself  liberty  to 
Urink."*  Thus,  **  mischief  haunts  the  violent  man,  and  the  bloody 
and  deceitftd  man  shall  not  live  half  his  days." 

The  poor  widow  of  PriesthiU  and  her  children  did  inherit  the 
earth,  and  had  a  name  long  after  that  of  her  oppressors  was  not. — 
About  forty  years  ago,  a  gentiemui  riding  to  Edinburgh  fell  into 
oonrersation  with  a  respectable-looking  country  woman,  on  the  road, 
and  learning  that  she  was  a  grand-daughter  of  John  Brown,  he  on 
that  account  made  her  ride  behind  him  into  the  city.  So  much  was 
the  memory  of  the  Christian  Carrier  respected.  And  what  was  a 
proof  of  the  harmony  of  his  fiamily,  she  could  not  tell  whether  she 
was  of  the  first  or  the  second  vrife's  children.  None  of  them  now 
reside  at  PriesthiU,  but  their  house  stands,  and  the  broad  flat  stone 
that  covers  their  fiather's  grave,  is  shown,  with  this  inscription, 

In  d€ath*«  cold  bejl,  the  dnrty  part  here  liee 
Of  one  who  did  the  earth  as  dust  despise : 
Here  in  this  place  from  earth  he  took  departure; 
No4e  he  has  got  the  garland  of  the  martyr. 

ButcherM  by  Claivers  and  his  Uoodjhand, 
Baging  most  rar'noualy  o'er  all  the  land. 
Only  for  owning  Christ's  supremacy, 
Widccdly  wrongM  by  encroaching  tynnny. 
Nothing  how  near  so  ever  he  to  good 
Esteemed,  nor  dear  for  any  truth  his  blood. 

How  long  his  widow  continued  to  survive  him  cannot  now  be 
ascertained.  The  above  are  all  the  facts  we  have  learned  respecting 
him  and  his.  We  have  thought  them  well  worthy  of  a  place  iu 
this  collection.  And  doubtless  though  the  day  of  his  birth  is  now 
sunk  in  oblivion,  though  his  condition  in  life  was  humble  and  ob* 
SGure,  it  deserves  to  be  )iad  in  ev^ lasting  remembrance  that  on  the 
first  morning  of  summer  1685,  he  fell  a  victim  to  persecuting 
.cruelty,  died  a  martyr  to  freedom  of  conscience,  and  from  his  mor- 
tal tenement,  shattered  by  the  hand  of  death,  triumphantly  ascend- 
ed to  that  peaceful  world  where  the  fires  of  intoleranee  are  never 
lighted,  and  the  voice  of  calumny  nevev  lieard  I 


•  Wodrow. 
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Ik  tlie  year  1681,  matlen  in  Seollaiid,  hcA  inOt  vefard  to 
and  stale,  were  come  to  the  very  lowwt  pMt.  Oa  Ae  <Hie  laadL 
the  genenMtf  of  the  praabytema  nuBistera  haTing  m  Su  eovij^iei 
with  the  indulgenee^  that  those  who  striellj  adhered  to  the  pnaei* 
pies  maintaaned  by  Cameron  and  Cargill,  had  not  £eeedom  to  sdbnifc 
to  them ;  and  they  on  the  other  having  nfrne  now  to  o&at^  ttAOor 
Aem  as  ministers,  raioe  the  martyrdom  of  the  IflKer,  judged  it 
expedient,  in  their  then  distressed  droomstances,  to  foim  tiicinsolTeg 
into  societies ;  and  the  better  to  maintaiB  the  common  caase  of  v»- 
ligion  and  Hborty,  they  united  a  general  oorrespondenoe,  to  be  kepftr 
up  through  the  shires  seTerally,  and  idl  the  shires  ooujuuct&y,  in 
which  those  who  owned  their  testimony  against  Popery,  Preliseyy 
Erastianism,  and  Tyranny,  resided.  By  this  means,  thoogh  still  the 
more  open  to  the  resentment  of  their  persecutoss,  they  attained  to  a 
better  understanding  of  one  another,  iad  were  in  a  capaaty  to  oob« 
tribute  more  to  tiieir  mutual  advantige.  Hiey  had  their  first  gne-^ 
ral  meedng  on  the  15th  of  December  this  year  at  Logan  hoose,  in 
the  parish  of  Lesmahago,  and  shire  ei  Lanark,  and  there  the|r 

rid  upon  their  testimony  against  the  last  parliament,  and  against 
duke  of  York  a  Papist,  as  being  commissioner.  Tliis  they  ap» 
pointed  to  be  published  at  the  market-cross  of  Lanaik,  on  tW 
12th  of  January,  next  year.  They  held  their  general  meetinga 
once  a  quarter,  or  oftener,  as  they  could  most  conveniently. 

But  what  constituted  the  worst  and  most  spiking  feature  of  tho 
time,  was  the  prosecution  of  the  famous  Earl  of  Aigyle,  for  his  ex- 
plication of  the  test,f  the  enactment  of  which  he  had  previously  op- 
posed in  parliament.  Indeed  no  occurrence,  in  thi^  period,  ex- 
poses in  a  more  glaring  light  the  tyranny  of  the  administration 
which  then  prevailed.  Tlus  nobleman  was  the  representative  of  one 


*  The  intdlig^t  reader  wfll  no  doabt  pcrcelTe  that  1SU»  U  the  ame  artiele 
(only  much  cnbrged)  which,  in  the  prerione  editlom,  formed  part  of  the  npple- 
meot  to  the  trork.  We  think  there  eui  be  bat  one  opinion  m  to  the  propriety  of 
ranking  the  illustrious  subject  of  it  among  the  Wortiiiei  of  Sootibnd ;  and 
Inf  to  die  order  of  time,  which  hat  been  followed,  throoghovt  the  work  In 
xaJ^-ibis  aeems  to  be  the  proper  place  for  lntrodach[ig  an  account  of  him. 

f  The  aTowed  otject  of  this  test,  which  was  to  be  imposed  ^  all  persons  c 
clsing  any  civil  or  military  functions,  the  royal  family  excepted,  was  to  secure  iht 
permanence  of  the  Protestant  religion.  But  fo  the  declaration  of  adherence  to 
the  Protestant  fiJth  was  added  a  reeognftlon  of  the  King's  supremacy  In  E^(i»- 
aiastical  matters^  and  a  complete  rennndation  In  tM\  osncona  of  every  x%bt  to> 
longing  to  a  free  sulijeet.  An  adherence  to  the  ProMant  rdigien,  accard&v  tm 
the  confession  of  it  referred  to  in  the  test,  seemed  to  some  inconsistent  wid| 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  King's  supremacy,  and  that  dause  of  the  oath  which 
related  to  cItII  matters,  much  as  it  declared  agalnM  endeavouring  at  any  altera^ 
tlons  in  tha  church  or  state,  seemed  incompatilde  with  the  duties  <»f  a  eoansrilsr, 
or  a  member  of  parUameot  It  wat  upon  ttieaagnonda  dmi  tha  Earl  of  Asgflm 
tiiought  it  necessary  to  dedare  in  what  sense  he  received  Ift,  See  Feac'f  Hia^ 
■ury. 
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«rih«fliMI  oMleirt  aod  poworfU  fimiifltf  in  80odiiii«^  ftmitj 
wlneb]uiddradly'8i^p|ilied*aiB0tfr^  idigiMit  free- 

dam,  and  irkkh  had  evly  hem  distbgiikked  by  its  siq>poit  of  re- 
fiMnwtkmprbMsklflf.  In  hk  ymab  he  hid  perfiotrmed  aiaarf  leanrk-t 
iddeienrioestafliicrowiiiigaiiitt  the  iwvpar  tttd  hb  adherents. 
VsrtweatyT^anof^lifehehadfittthAillyfeBnred  hie  oeuiitty  in 
•smeof  the-highent  stationi  in  iIm  kiagdoia,  and  now,  in  eonse* 
of  Atf  offices  he  hdd,  being  fe4[«ired  to  tnke  the  test  oath, 

I  cdnasienttoas  explioation  of  it  was  made  the  pretext,  <<  oif  wMcb 
IM  was  fotoid  goUty  of  hif^  treason,  his  blood  tainted,  his  Amuly 
dusiarad  ignoUe,  his  estate  forfeited,  Ins  honour  esctingnished,  and^ 
hiisrif  eondeamed/to  die  as  a  timitor<*«-'>fls  indeed  he  wl  die  some 
laftertUs*" 

In  the  pariinnent  by  whieh  this  test  wan  enacted,  he  had,  it  wa* 
thonght,  inennred  the  displeasure  of  the  Duke  of  York,  then 
Csnamissioner,*  by  ioiistii^  on  a  ekuise  which  mosfSiave  been 
filial  tm  the  daims  of  a  popish  soacessor^  Means  were  therefore 
iMB  after  resorted  to,  to  deprtre  him  of  Vm  tights  and  property, 
Upoa  Mse  and  iucpitoas  pretenoes*  With  the  view  of  deeding 
Umself  against  these  measures^  he  obtained  leftTo  and  went  to  the 
€0— Uy  to  procure  the  neecasnry  deeds  and  papers.  And  upon  his 
vilnra,  at  neaching  Glasgow,  he  was  apprized  that  during  hn  ah* 
aawn^  he,  along  with  Presideiit  6laif ,  had  been  exdoded  from  tfie 
fliision.  This,  however,  was  eiriy  the  irst,  In  n  series  of  acts,  by 
wUch  hia  overthvow  was  aoeompHshed 

On  coining  to  fidinbni^  he  wae  ordered  hy  one  at  ths  derks 
ef  Oouneii  to  attend  next  council-day,  being  the  9d  of  Novem- 
ber^-and  take  the  ttet  The  fiarl^  Upon  dris,  went  to  the  Duke, 
and  oomplatned  of  tiie  order,  since  the  time  appoinied  hy  tiie  par- 
Uament  was  not  yet  expired.  But  all  was  to  no  purpose.  The 
Dnice  wanted  to  get  rid  of  him,  as  standing  hi  the  way  of  his  de- 
signs. Matters,  however,  wem  so  manage^  that  the  Eiari,  with  the 
approbation  boUi  of  die  Duke  and  Coimcfl,  was  permitted  to  take 


*  In  •  mumfsrliic  tdsm*  of  ibe  iadeflitigaUe  Wodrow,  we  bftte  the  fbl^ 
l6wifif  aoQotnt  •€  the  orifin  of  tAe  dkiUke  with  which  ArgjU  was  reined 
by  the  Dulw  of  Torlc,  Afterwards  James  II.  «  The  Lord  Roes  gave  me  the  foU 
lowing  aoooant  of  the  dtyness  that  fell  In  betwixt  the  Duke  of  Toric,  and 
the  last  Martfoia  [Earl]  of  Af|^le.  When  the  l)ake  made  his  known  pro- 
creas  flrom  Edmbm^li  la  Stiritng,  Roai  eoumanded  the  troops  that  attended  him. 
The  Biarfuia  had  a  hoasa  thac%  iriiaM  he  aatortained  tha  Duke,  and  soite  rerj 
kindlgr  and  magniftcwntly.  Tho  Duke  pl«Med  to  thadk  the  Earl  of  Argyle  for 
hia  drility  and  kindnav  |  and  to  aak  Um  wherein  he  was  aUa  to  show  the  sense 
]m  had  of  the  &Toan  he  had  done  him.  Hie  £arl  humbly  thanked  his  higb- 
ae»  for  hia  goodness ;  and  said  hli  faToor  was  more  than  a  recompense.  The 
Driw  rspBod }  *My  Lerd,  if  yoa  wiU  do' one  tiling  yon  may  be  the  greates}  man 
in  aBothad.*  Tha  £ari  htgg&A  to  know  whsl  that  was,  the  Duke  said  it  was  « 
thli«  in  doing  whkh  ha  would  greaUy  ohUn  him.  The  Earl  again  humldy  de- 
aired  to  knaw  what  it  waa.  Tha  Doha  anawarsd,  tiiat  all  ha  desired  of  him  was, 
that  ha  woukl  changa  tha  word  rdigioi  In  the  world  for  the  beiL  The  Earl 
gara  him  a  rery  catting  ivply ;  and  after  that  tha  Doke  waa  atiU  (erer)  cold  to 
Mm."    A^tUdM,  1^  «.  p.  101.  W.  M*G. 
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the  oath,  with  aA  expUnation,  which  indeed  was  no  more  than  ihm* 
Council  themselves  had  done,  which  makes  thw  treatnient  of  him 
the  more  base  and  unaocomitable.  Accoi^ding^yy  on  the  Sd  of  Ko< 
vember,  his  Lordship  came  to  the  Conndl,  and,  with  a  lood  voices 
made  the  following  loxplanatory,  declaration :  "  I  have  considered 
the  test,  and  am  desirous  to  give  obedioioe  as.&r  as  I  can.  I  am 
confident  the  parliament  never  intended  to  impose  contradictoiy. 
oaths ;  therefore  I  think  no  man  can  explain  it  bnt  for  himsdf** 
Accordingly  I  taJke  it  in  as  far  as  it  is  consistent  with  itself  and  the 
,  Protestant  religion ;  and  I  do  declare,  I  meaiT  not  to  bind  up  my- 
^If,  in  my  station,  and  in  a  lawful  way,  to  wish  and  endeavour  any 
alteration  I  think  to  the  advantage  of  Uie  churchy  or  state,  not  re- 
pugnant to  the  Protestant  religion  and  my  loyalty ;  and  this  I  nn-^ 
derstand  as  a  part  of  my  oath."  Then  the  oath-  was  administered 
to  him ;  and  immediately  he  took  his  place  as  a  privy-counsellor.' 
Next  day  he  waited  on  his  Royal  Highness,  by  whom  he  was  told, 
that  his  explication  did  not  please  him ;  that  he  though  it  was  ta 
be  a  i^ort  one  like  Queensberry's,  and  added,  "  Well,  it  passed 
with  you,  but  it  shall  pass  so  with  no  other,"  The  Eaii  understood 
this  as  an  acceptance ;  and  that,  if  he  had  committed  any  fiudt,  the 
Duke  had  passed  it  over,  and  would  push  the  mMter  no  farther. 
But  in  this,  he  was  mistaken ;  for  a  design  was  formed  to  prosecots* 
him  for  high  treason  on  account  of  his  explanation ;  and  the  same, 
day  Argyle  was  called  before  the  Council,  as  a  Commissioner  ofUie 
Treasury,  again  to  take  the  test.  Whether  this  was  not  requiring 
8  vain  repetition  of  the  oath,  must  be  left  to  the  reader.  The  Eari 
offered  to  take  the  test  as  before ;  whereupon  a  member  of  the 
Council  desired  the  words  might  be  repeated.  His  Lordship,  ob- 
serving a  design  upon  him,  declined  repeating,. till,  being  urged  by 
the  Duke,  he  told,  that  he  had  a  note  of  it  in  wrking,  to  prevent 
mistakes,  which  was  produced  and  read.  Argyle  would  have  signed 
it ;  but  perceiving  their  intentions,  he  wav^  this.  He  was  then 
removed ;  and,  after  they  had  concerted  their  measures  among  them**. 
selves,  he  was  called  again,  and  told,  that  he  had  not  g^ven  the  satis- 
faction required  by  the  act  of  parliament,  and  so  could  not  sit  in 
Council,  nor  act  as  a  Commissioner  of  the  Treasury.  His  Lord- 
ship made  a  proper  reply,  and  retired.  Next  morning  he  waited 
on  the  Duke,  and  expressed  his  surprise  that  what  he  had  sud  in 
his  explication  should  be  thought  a  crime.  The  Duke  said,  that 
the  words  were  unnecessary  and  groundless,  and  that  he  was  not 
tied  up  by  the  oath  as  he  imagined ;  and,  after  a  pause,  added,  ^<  As 
I  have  already  told  yoil^  you  have  ciieated  yourself,  yon  have  taken 
the  test."  Then  the  Earl  answered,  that  he  hoped  his  Highness 
M^as  satisfied.  The  Duke  then  compldned,  that  the  Earl  had  not 
voted  the  Council's  explication.  Ai*gyle  answered,  that  he  was  not 
present  at  the  debates.  The  duke  insisted  that  he  could  not  bnt  un- 
derstand the  a£Bair ;  and  added,  with  a  frown,  nai  he  wUh  mume 
others,  had  designed  to  bring  trouble  vpon  a  handfid  of  poor  CixihoUcs^ 
that  tcould  live  peaceably  howexer  they  were  used;  hit  it  should  Ught 
vpon  others.     TLis  was  plain  dealing,  and  showed  what  was  to  be 
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expected  wiiion  lie  should  have  die  wliole  management  in  his  own 
hands.  They  parted,  after  the  Dake  had  laid  his  commands  on  htm, 
not  to  go  ont  of  town  tiU  he  saw  him  again ;  which  he  promised  to 
•observe. 

The  design  agunst  the  Eadl  being  now  formed,  he  was  ordered 
that  same  night  to  continne  at  Edinbm^h  tiLI  next  cooncU-day, 
which  was  NoTembor  8,  when  the  Council  sent  one  of  their  clerks 
to  command  him  to  enter  himself  prisoner  in  the  castle  of  Edin- 
burgh before  twelre  o'dock  next  day.  This  also  he  complied  with. 
They  then  ordered  the  Advocate  to  pursue  him  for  treason,  or  such 
other  crimes  as  should  be  thouA^t  most  convenient,  upon  the  paper 
presented  by  him  to  the  Coun^  anent  the  test,  and  at  the  same 
time  they  wrote  an  account  of  their  proceedings  to  the  King ;  but  it 
is  remarkable  they  ordered  him  to  be  prosecuted  even  before  they 
had  any  permission  from  the  King.  On  the  22d  of  November,  the 
Kin|f8  letter,  doted  on  the  15th,  was  read  in  C!ounci],  in  which  he 
signified  his  approbation  of  their  proceedings  against  the  Earl ;  only 
requiring  them  to  acquaint  him,  before  they  came  to  any  sentence. 
But  before  the  Council  had  this  return,  Argyle  was  summoned  to 
answer  a  charge  of  leasing-making  and  depraving  the  King*s  faw8. 
And  such  was  the  baseness  of  his  Lordship^s  prosecutors,  that  they 
pretended,  nay,  one  of  them  told  him,  that  nothing  was  intended 
Dot  to  take  h^  heritable  offices  from  him:  and  when  the  Duke  of 
Toric  was  told,  that  it  was  a  hard  measure,  upon  such  grounds,  to 
tiireaten  such  a  person  with  forfeiture  of  life  and  fortune,  he  ex- 
daimed, '' Life  and  fortune  I  Grod  forbid."*  And  if  he  was  privy 
to  the  designs  then  formed,  he  acted  in  this  only  suitably  to  his  re- 
ligion. On  receiving  the  King's  letter,  they  appointed  the  Advo- 
cate to  form  an  indictment  for  treason  and  perjury  against  hira,  to 
which  he  was  required  to  answer  before  the  Lords  of  Justiciary  on 
the  12th  of  December  next. 

On  the  12di  of  December  his  Lordship  was  brought  bofore  the 
Jnstaeiary,  consisting  of  the  Earl  of  Queensberry,  Justice  general. 
Lords  Nairn,  CoUington,  Ferret,  Newton,  and  Kirkhouse.  The 
indictment  was  read,  in  which  he  was  charged  with  declaring 
against  and  defaming  the  act  enjoining  the  test,  by  insinuating  that 
the  parliament  had  imposed  a  contradictory  oath,  and  that  the  said 
oatli  was  inconsistent  with  itself,  and  with  the  Protestant  religion, 
and  consequently  that  the  King  and  Parliament  had  acted  i-nconsis- 
tently  with  the  Protestant  .religion ;  and  for  treasonably  invading 
the  royal  legislative  power.  An  unbiassed  reader  by  comparing  this 
nobleman's  explication  with  his  indictment,  will  see,  that  the  criin('>i 
dbaiged'upon  him,  were  without  any  solid  foimdation.  Sir  Georgo 
liockhart  and  Sir  John  Dalrymple  pleaded  wnh  great  accnracy  and 


*  Hie  dl^^ostliig  eaae  with  which  James  in  his  Memoirs  speaks  of  Artie's 
mm;  hii  pretaDoe  that  he  put  his  life  in  jeopardy,  only  with  a  view  to  seize  his 
pveperty,  aeem  to  destroy  afl  notiana  of  thia  prii;ce*8  having  liad  any  honoui*  or 
oonadenoe;  nor  after  thla  can  we  give  moch  credit  to  the  declaration  that 
ArgjW^  lifie  waa  not  aimed  at  '<^'     Note  from  Mr.  Fox*s  Common-J^laee  Book. 
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Thena  w«e  fcqt  fe«r  I<odla,  wiA  the  juglicg  geiMtii,  at  ih»  ^itttM, 
The  Ikhm}  Naira  wlw  ttm  then  aid  aad  infinD,  muAA  mat  ooalSne 
all  the  time  of  the  trial,  and  so  wmit  home  to  bed.  TVo  of  Ika 
Lofdi,  Orilii^o  and  KUduMiae,  insiled  that  li»  EtA  nw  not 
guilty  of  kaesDgoiiialdog  and  treasoa ;  the  other  taro»  Newtea  aaA 
Foiret,  insiited  that  ha  waa.  Qaaeasbeny  oat  nhoorfny  to  gira 
the  caating  vote  agaiaat  the  Eati  Iftaini  waa  htangha  6om  hia 
bed  t0  the  Oonrt,  (that  smmben  might  aopplT  the  waBi  of  law 
and  reawNi,)  and  gaTo  hia  Tote  agaioat  them.  It  «aa  tiao  ia  the 
monuag  before  (the  oaie  vaa  av«v  and  thaa  thef  a^aafiied  t&H 
aext  di^,  whea  ihe  Lorda  praaaanaad  their  intadiMttar,  ia  ahaA 
they  deobred  Ae  Earl's  defenoea»  with  namct  to  fetjwrf,  to  he 
sufficient,  but  sat  arilh  respect  to  treason  and  leanog-maldiig. 
Tlie  jpaper  delivered  by  him,  oontaiaiDg  lus  oqplication  af  the 
*  test,  was  then  pnodnoed  as  andenoe  agaimt  hfaai;  frharenpaa  the 
jury  withdrew,  aad  in  a  litde  hrought  hi  thshr^rerdiat,  flat  ike 
Sari  of  ArgyU  uhu  ffwUy  cf  tmuoth  feaditg'^makmgf  and  ieamHSh 
telkngf  Ind  not  gmUy  of  perpery.  The  Council  sqpon  this  nut,  aad 
wrote  an  aeooant  of  what  had  passed  ta  the  Kiag ;  hmm  aH  whieh 
it  is  erident,  ihaX  a  design  was  formed  agshiit  the  Eaifo  liik 
ffishi^  Buraet  says,  ^  No  seatenoe,  in  our  age,  was  mora  i 


saUr  cried  out  on,  than  this."    All  pei^  spoka  of  k,  and  of  tiie 
Duke  who  drove  it  on,  with.horror. 

IIm  friends  of  the  Earl  wem  of  opiaion,  thsihe  oag^  to  paonde 
fbrhissafety.  Agentleman  was  therefore  despatched  to  Court,  who^ 
as  soon  as  the  King^s  nund,  in  answer  to  Iho  Council's  letter^  was 
known,  came  o£^  and  outrode  the  bearer  <if  it.  By  him  Arg^ 
found,  that  the  sentence  of  ieath  was  to  be  passed  upon  him,  «id 
that  the  King  would  be  prevailed  wiA  to  yield  to  iha  ^aecnlioB ; 
nay,  before  the  gentleipaa's  arrival,  his  lordsiup  had  natica,  that 
on  the  2l8t  he  was  to  be  sent  to  the  common  jail,  to  whicAi  pcssons 
used  to  be  removed  before  their  execution.  The  Duke  had  ufamd 
to  hear  any  application  in  his  favaur;  soUififs  were  aadoied  iato 
town,  hb  guards  were  doubled  upon  him,  and  atriot  oidera  gurea 
to  confine  liim  to  ius  room.  Yet  notwithstandiBg  this,  Im  waa  atift 
unwilling  to  attempt  his  escape.  Some  letters  from  London  atlengtk 
induced  him  to  resolve  upon  tlus  at^^  and,  oa  Toesdsf  the  IdOsh^ 
about  eight  ia  the  eveaing,  he^ame  oat  indisg«iiae,aadpotoff  JBa> 
discoverod.* 


'  •  With  respiH^i*  the  aM4e^  ill*  JSMrta«sa«^«f<^^V  «n^^'>^ 
meot  wUl  be  read  widf  intemt:^"  On  4hf  ^MHh  ^  X^oenpOier^  }f^\».^ 
tnaket  his  escape  oat  of  the  castle  in  his  lakm^t  Kvery  chaAg,  bein^  acoompanjed 
6y  Lady  Sophia  Lindsay,  his  stop  daughter  (to  witt  Baeeaiva*4  daughter),  in  ear- 
lying  up  her  train  behind  her,  who  was  led  by  a  gendeman  out  of  hb  cfaambor 
ixk  the  castle,  down  to  the  utter  guards,  Mtd  there  took  eeirtch  wiMig  ftr  bar ; 
<he  Earl  stepps  up  on  the  hinder  part  of  the  oeaMh  as  her  4sMe,  aad  eoatiog  fiitw 
gainst  the  Welgh-hoiMe  slips  off  and  •bMb  for4ifaBaelf/*— Iaw's  Mes.  ^  2ia 
'  «  It  is  reported,*'  says  the  Editor  of  the  «bo^  work,  ^  4bat  In  his  agitntfea 
he.dNpttfaabdy*8SMni  when  about  to  paai  the  ceackMl  «!«*•  oartle  gato;  tet 
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Wlwn  •■t^  he  redo  nitbiml  •loppfag',  to  •  < 
|#  the  hoi^  of  Mr.  Priogle  ef  Torweedlee,  whtol  hj  i  _ 
wee  to  ae^  him  Aere,  and  ooncbot  him  to  Mr,  Vmtch'«  heote  in 
^offdnimfaeriiiid.    Here  he  ewomed  the  Bame  ef  Mr.  Hope;  end, 
iA  oeB^eafUfkh  Mr.  Friiigie»  proceeded  en  hm  jeomef. 

Thex  at  length  arrired  tale  at  Mr.  Veileh's  whBe  he  waa  at  Ber 
wick  wmtiBg  hia  fnenda.*  The  bc(;imMng  ef  the  ibUewing  wedc, 
Mr.  Hope,  Mr.  Veitdiy  ajid  two  serraota,  act  out  finr  London ;  bvt 


«k%  wtth  ateinlbb  yrmmm  o#  miat,  ttMldied  ap  hm  inim  frmm  tfie  womif  nd 

in  a  pretended  rage  threw  it  ki  Aifyle't  fattt,  with  many  repaaaAw  •#  '  carelree 

Imiw*  it€,9  wfcieli  00  Ummnd  hiaa  «kat  kia  leatarBe  wen  neiMflognted»*'-.-Itld. 

To  thie  ladf  <c^  £arl4H>rtly  •imr  addrewed  a  fDaa,<ir  which,  the  foUowii^  U 


«<Baaak*r,  at  dffv  aa  dMieet  etOld  Ma  H 
X«ty  SopUa,  ervar  dear  tojne; 
Our  yiardian  angels  donbtlete  did  cnnipira 
To  mtke  yan  gain,  and  me  to  niva^  this  hin 
Not  io  zefi^^'B— that  I  £$n  never  di)^ 
But  aoaiawliat  anilabla  flrom  me  to  joa. 


"Itm  not  ricilk— ^nineae  tempt  not  yoar  ayn^ 

Ytt  hfT9  are  angels  you  will  not  dei^bt. 

Ton  came  an  angel,  in  the  ceee^  to  me 

Expreesly  sent  to  guide  and  set  me  fioee.  ^ 

Thib  great  gate  opened  of  its  own  aooord»f 

Hui  woKd  came  In  my  mind— -I  praise  ihe  Lord, 

Be  thatjwtiained  of  old  the  Shechemltet,} 

I  hope  will  now  the  cruel  Bei^amlte% 

Pcieita  that  do  waot  Ihe  |dly  of-laymep. 

Judges  and  oaonsellors  that  cry  amen ! 

When  I  was  oat  I  knew  not  where  J  went: 

I  cried  to  God»  and  he  here  ai^iels  sent. 

If  ye  desiae  what  passed  ainoe  to  me, 

Bead  through  ihe  hook  of  Pttdm%  and  think  flli  ma."  &c  kc 

*  Bat  for  the  klndneai  of  a  iarourlng  Prorldenoe,  the  dreumstance  of  Mn 
Yeltch*s  absence  miglit  hare  prored  fatal  to  the  EarTs  esospe.  How  it  was  coun- 
teracted, and  liow  and  In  what  drcumstances  his  safety  was  at  length  second,  wQ] 
appear  ih>m  the  following  extract  iirom  Veitch's  Memoirs,  written  by  lUmaelf. 

**  The  news  of  the  Eftfls  escape  coming  to  Berwick,  l>y  an  express,  some  ofR- 
*  cers  who  had  read  It  at  the  post-house,  perciiTing  ISTr.  Teitch  In  town,  tum^ 
'back  to  where  ihe  Governor  was,  telling  him  tliat  he  might  have  a  hand  In  Ar- 
fyle*s  escspe,  and  that  this  was  worthy  liis  consideration.  Tliey  nnanimously 
concluded  It  proper  to  dooUe  the  guards,  and  then  to  go  to  the  mayor  to  get  a 
warrant  to  seardi. 

**  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Vcltch^  knowii^  nothing  of  the  news,  or  of  their 
resolutions,  weot  confidently  along  the  street  to  his  lodging  (In  order  to  his  goiiy 
out  of  town),  in  company  with  Mr.  Templ^  his  landlord.  They  ste  the  mayor, 
who  was  brother-in-law  to  Mr.  Temple,  going  up  the  street  a  little  before  them^ 
upon  which  Mr.  Temple  says,  «  Yonder  is  the  mayor  goli^  to  repay  your  risit 
yesternight,  and  take  liis  leare  of  you.*  When  we  came  Into  the  haU  where  Me. 
Lowk  the  mayor  was  standing,  he  says,  *  Mr.  Teitch,  Tm  come  to  tell  you 
great  and  strange  news :  the  EmI  of  Aj^le  Is  escaped  out  of  Edinbujigh  castle^ 
and  It  ia  thought  he  Is  either  for  his  own  Higlilands  or  London.*     Mr^  Veltch 
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tbey  were  oblig^  to  pfOrt  witli  the  two  gervanti  on  tiie  read,  to 
prerent  inspicion :  for  the  alarm  of  the  Eaiis  escape  was  now 
-general,  and  a  reward  of  £500  was  offered  to  any  one  who  shoidd 
apprehend  him.  However,  he  and  Mr.  Veitch  got  safe  to  Batter- 
sea,  near  London,  where  they  were  conducted  to  the  house  <^  B& 
Smith,  a  sugar-lmker,  whose  lady  was  a  gentlewoman  of  great 
piety,  pmdenoe,  and  generosity.  He  continoed  concealed  in  aad 
abont  London  till  he  got  over  to  HoUand. 


fmfllDf  ^t  it «  a  mere  story,  ht  added,  '  Toa  naed  not  dooM  i^  for  I  have  rmd 
the  •xpnm  Joet  now  at  tbe  poet-lMmee.* 

•<  11m  main  goard  wai  Just  ofer  sfainst  the  lodfinf ,  and  the  drinns  *»fftt«y^ 
the  mayor  says,  '  Let  as  go  np  stairs  and  see  wfaat^s  the  natter  !*  He,  opening 
the  casement,  #as  told,  that  it  was  for  doubling  the  guards*  SdU  locUng  out, 
he  peroeiYes  the  governor  and  the  oiBoers  with  an  additlorisl  psrty  of  guards 
ooming  up.  The  governor  oomes  to  a  barber*s  shop  below  the  house,  inquires  at 
him  if  Mr.  Vtf  teh  lodged  hi  that  house :  he  declared  he  knew  nothing  of  it. 
Well,  says  he,  '  Hold  your  peace.'  The  fellow,  whan  he  Is  gone,  putting  to  hia 
half-door,  and  going  down  street,  came  abont  to  a  back  entry  ot  Mr.  Tem^'a 
house,  and,  caUing  him  down,  teDa  him  the  story.  At  which  Mr.  Temple  came 
quickly  up  stair^  and  acquainted  us  that  all  this  was  a-doing  to  secure  the  town, 
in  order  to  the  searching  for  Mr.  Veitch  and  Aigyle,  if  he  was  with  him.  At 
this  the  mayor,  like  one  in  a  surprise,  and  without  speaking  one  wcrd,  hastens 
down  stairs  and  goes  home,  thinking  they  would  presently  be  at  him  fbr  a  war- 
nnt,  which,  according  to  the  law  of  the  place,  he  could  not  give  without  the 
two  other  justices.  One  of  these  he  knew  was  gone  to  Newcastle.  And  he 
aends  hIa  boy  to  the  other,  desiring  him  in  all  kindness  quickly  to  go  out  of  town, 
and  not  to  return  that  night.  Ttie  boy  was  not  well  come  back,  when  tiie  go>- 
vemor  and  officers  osme  to  him,  requiring  a  warrant  '  O,'  says  hc^  '  by  eO 
means  *.'  and  calling  his  boy,  '  Run/  says  he^  *  for  these  two  Justices,  and  bring 
them  hither  quickly.*  The  boy  after  a  while  returning,  told  that  they  were  both 
out  of  town,  and  would  not  be  home  till  to-morrow.  *  Well,*  says  the  mayor  to  the 
governor,  *  jrou  know  I  can  give  you  no  warrant  till  they  come,  and  you,  having 
doubled  the  guard%  may  secure  all  till  then.* 

*'Mean  time  Mr.  ^smple  carried  Mr.  Veitch  through  back  ways  to  tke  curate's 
beadle's  house,  whose  wife^  being  a  friend,  undertoook  to  secure  him.  Here  he 
dined  with  a  Captain  Mitchel,  who  had  a  laige  tobacco  ship  lying  near  one  of  the 
gates  of  the  town-walls,  and  had  liberty  from  the  mayor  and  governor  that  the 
gate  might  not  be  shut  as  the  rest,  until  tpn  o'clock  *at  night.  In  the  afternoon, 
tiie  mayor  came  in  surprisingly  upon  Mr.  Veitch,  bringing  some  bottles  of 
wine  with  him,  and  upon  his  man  leaving  the  room,  be  tdls  him  all  be  had 
done  for  his  security,  drinks  a  glass  to  his  safe  delivery,  and  said  smilingly, 
'  I  can  do  no  more  for  you  but  .coomiit  you  to  your  fanatic  fnends ,'  and  thai 
took  his  leave.  Mr.  Veitch  desired  him  to  send  to  him  Samuel  Shell,  the  town- 
BoUcitor,  which  he  did ;  and  he,  being  Mr.  Veitch's  acquaintance  formerly  at 
London,  was  very  ready  to  do  him  service,  and  told  him,  that  that  night  his 
brother,  the  town-derk,  had  a  child  to  be  buried  with  torches ;  that  all  the  lead- 
ing persons,  who  were  his  friends  in  town,  would  be  there,  and  that  they  would 
then  consult  upon  the  best  way  for  his  escape.  This,  accordingly,  they  did,  and 
having  caused  two  honest  boatmen  lay  their  boat  to  the  off-aide  of  the  tohmctti 
ship  forementioned,  betwixt  seven  and  eight  o'dock  at  night,  two  merdmnu 
(when  they  knew  iJl  was  ready)  went  out  at  the  gate,  talking  about  the  cargo 
buying,  to  blind  the  two  oentinels  that  stood  upon  the  wall  ahovc  the  door ;  and, 
finding  no  difficulty,  came  back  and  took  Mr.  Veitch,  and  put  him  in  the  ship's 
boat,  which  the  akijq^  had  laid  at  the  quay ;  which  carried  him  out  to  the  far 
side  of  the  ship,  and  put  him  in  the  other  boat,  which  landed  him  In  Twre*!- 
mouth,  where  he  had  left  his  horse.     Here  he  found  two  fMcnds,  who  atceicia 
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The  difflbeititions  in  Holland,  says'  Boniety  among  the  Eoglish 
and  Scots  that  fled  thither,  came  to  rip^n  faster  than  was  expected 
Lord  Aigyle  had  been  quiet  ever  since  1683,  and  had  lived  mostly 
in  Friesland,  though  he  came  frequently  to  Amstexdam,  and  met 
vriih  several  of  his  countrymen  who  lay  concealed  Uiere ;  the  chief 
of  whom  were.  Lord  Melvill,  Sir  Patrick  Hume,  and  Sir  John 
Codirane.  \^th  these  his  lordshq)  communicated  all  the  advices 
he  received.    In  short,  upon  the  death  of  the  late  King,  he  judged 


lied  him  six  milet  oq  thA  way»  to  Mr.  Loin  Oi^*i>  the  ooted  mfaiiteflr  «r  Bcr- 
wick,  who  laughed  heartily  at  th«  atory.  It  h«liig  Tknrsday't  night,  he  eogaged 
him  to  stay  tm  Sabbath,  and  perfiiim  ao  old  promiM  to  Hall  o#  I  ttal  nd  his  kdy, 
of  giving  them  a  Sabbath  day's  asmaa  i  to  whioh  he  asMntsd 

*'  But  going  to  bed  after  this  cntifnsjoii,  and  frUing  asleep,  he  dreamed  that  his 
house  at  Stanton,  more  than  thirty  miles  <di,  wis  on  fire.  This  made  him  awidbs 
fn  great  oonstemat^,  and  tliink  of  altering  his  lesolutioii,  and  talcing  his  joor- 
ney  home  on  the  morrow's  morning.  He  wished  it  were  near  rising  time  that 
he  might  go ;  hut  hearing  the  dock  strike  two^  and  that  it  wie  not  scaeonahle  to 
trouble  the  family  until  six  o'clock,  he  fell  aidcep  and  dnamed  the  same  over 
again,  awaking  all  In  a  sweat.  He  took  the  doubling  of  Ida  dnam  to  he  a  dear 
can  to  go  home,  which  next  morning  he  did,  making  his  afology  to  Mr  Ogis^ 
and  desiring  him  to  excuse  him  at  the  laird  and  lady's  hands.  It  being  a  Tiolent 
frost,  and  the  day  short,  he  could  not  ride  above  twenty  miles^  eo  that,  next  day 
being  Saturday,  it  was  near  night  ere  he  got  home.  About  a  mOe  and  half  Ihim 
his  own  housot  in  going  up  a  lan^  he  saw  two  men  and  three  flne  hotees  meeting 
him,  the  foremost  of  whom,  Torwoodlee's  man,  rode  &et  op  to  him,  saying,  *  O, 
Sir,  yon  are  long  looked  for  at  your  house ;'  which  made  him  ask,  <  What  is  tiM 
matter  ?  Is  my  wife  and  family  well?'  *  Yes,*  says  he^  '  but  tlioe  is  a  strangsr 
hmgs  to  see  you,  riz.  Aigyle ;  and  your  wife  and  he  have  been  seoding  about  tlie 
country  these  two  days  to  find  you.*  Then  he  saw  that  the  dream  was  a  clear 
call  to  bring  him  home. 

*'  After  meeting,  and  talking  about  matters  with  Aigyle,  Bir.  Veiteh  uadertook 
togdo  his  best  for  bringing  him  safe  to  London,  and  advissd  to  send  his  two  ser- 
vants to-morrow  morning,  being  the  Sabbath,  to  Neweastls^  to  stay  thefe  until 
fiarther  orders. 

'<  He  therefore  took  Argyle,  in  diifulse,  along  with  him,  to  Millbam-granfp, 
where  he  was  to  preach  that  Sabbath-day.  Aod  en  Monday  morning  brought 
him  to  a  friend's  house  between  Newcastle  and  Kewbom,  where  he  left  htm  till 
he  went  to  Newcastle,  and  bought  three  horaee  for  him  aad  his  ssnrasts.  Having 
done  this,  he  ordered  the  two  servants  to  go  to  a  change  heuee  in  the  way  to 
Xieeds,  seventeen  miles  from  Newcastle,  and  he  and  Mr.  Hope  crossed  the  Tyne 
at  Newimm,  and  went  to  a  by-inn  over  against  Durham.  They  called  the  next 
day  for  the  servants  and  took  them  along.  On  Thursday's  night  they  came  to 
lieeds,  where  Mr.  Veiteh  was  well  acquainted.  The  next  day  they  went  to 
Roderam,  thinking  to  lodge  four  or  five  milee  beyond  it  that  night,  but  the  day 
bring  very  rainy,  and  Aigyle  complaining  he  was  wet  to  the  skin,  and  seeing  we 
must  needs  take  up  at  Roderam,  we  rseolred  to  take  the  poet-house,  as  least  sus- 
pected, rather  than  a  by-inn. 

**  We  were  not  well  in  our  chamber,  and  had  got  somefiiggots  to  dry  us,  when 
n  livery-man,  well  mounted,  and  calling  for  the  oetler,  asked  briskly,  '  Came 
tiiere  not  here  some  gentlemen  shortly?'  This  put  us  all  in  fear;  but,  after  in- 
quiry, turned  out  to  be  some  gentleman's  servant,  who  having  seen  us  before  them 
on  the  road,  and  thinking  we  might  call  at  the  post-hoose,  and  take  up  the  best 
rooms,  sent  forward  this  fellow  to  see.  Mr.  Veiteh,  calling  for  a  flaggon  of  ale, 
a  bottle  of  wine,  and  some  bread,  asked  the  landlord  and  landlady  to  drink  with 
them,  talked  a  little,  and  inquired  for  several  g«Dtry  in  the  eenntry,  and  how 
far  they  lived  from  that  phMX,  telling  them  that  they  were  rdations  to  some  of . 
the  neighbouring  gentry  in  Northumberland.  This  he  did,  that  the  1 
Scots  Wortbiks,  No.  31.  H  h 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^66  SCOTS  WORTHIfi& 


h6  kad  t  fttMittUa  o^portank  j  to  attwnpt  the  rmm  of  Ub  cmm. 
try,  ifom  tibat  Popery  aad  dayery  wfaovewitli  h  was  tlurealened  by 
tftie  aoc0Mioa  of  «he  Duke  of  Yovk;  awl,  tikerefore,  roiolvod  to 
make  ad^icea4  upon  JSootknd,  irkere  he  hoped  to  be  joined  by  a 
number  sofficieiit  for  answering  his  deugn ;  and  al  die  same  time 
piovaSed  with  the  Dnke  of  Monmondi  to  make  a  descent  upon 
fingiand.  But  Azgyle  wanted  money,  whidi  oo^  not  but  be  a 
gi^athaolk  to  this  aadertakiiig ;  however,  Chat  want  was  suppHod 


itmSlaAf  might  know  tfafy  wvre  BngUibmen,  which  happened  well ;  for,  while 
it  npper,  the  poat-bojr  coming  In  from  Doncaster,  gave  his  master  a  Iett«r 
fi»m  te  fMtt4nasttr  thaiB»"wlilcli,  after  he  bad  read,  he  reached  to  Mr.  Vdtch, 
who  WM  sitting  at  tiw  trtila^aod  88*018  chief  gentleman  of  the  company,  hariji|^ 
A<gyk*t  page,  now  in  diagoiaa^  atafuHng  at  his  back.  This  Mr.  Veitch  harin^ 
8«Im1  at  fieat  leisiiTC^  and  being  ahnoat  nonplussed  what  to  think  or  say ;  (tlie 
narratire  of  it  being,  Tliat  Aigyle  waa  escaped  out  of  the  castle^  and  that  there 
waa  j£500  f*fM"g  bid  fer  him,  to  whoever  should  apprehend  him,  and  thus  ad- 
dUii^iig  the  poatnum t  'If  you fnd  1dm and  apprehend  Mm  in  your  road,  let  mc  go 
■aipB  with  70a ;  and  If  I  ind  hSm  700  shall  go  snips  with  me '),  he  at  length  broke 
ent  byway  of  laa|^ler,  and  aaM^  *  Bfr.  Hope,  here  are  admirable  good  news  Cor 
yila  and  me  3  the  Eirl  of  Aigyle  is  eecaped ;  wc,  that  are  travelling  southward, 
may  cone  to  light  open  him ;  for,  If  he  be  come  to  England,  be  will  readUy  take 
hj-wafB»  and  if  we  hit  upon  him,  £5Q()  reward  wiU  do  us  good  service ;  only  I 
ftar  he  rifleamnoh  in  theee  moonlight  mornings:  I  could  tind  in  my  heart  to  give 
my  landlonl  a  boCOe  df  eadk  to  kt  his  ostler  direct  us  early  in  the  way  to  Clov^-n, 
and  I  iiromiae  hhn,  If  we  find  the  prize  he  shall  share  in  tlic  reward.*  To  this 
ti^  landhMd  replied,  *  The  ostler  b  at  your  hoooor's  serviee.'  So  llr.  Veltdi 
eaUed  fiir  a  bottle  of  eadk,  to  drink  to  their  good  snocess.  Hiey  went  eaK  7  in 
the  aMNminig  away,  and  era  they  came  to  Clown  they  dismissed  the  ostler  nd 
hreak&eted  at  «hst  phiee.  AAer  whidi  Mr.  Veitch  sent  the  senrants  to  .Xhe 
Flume  of  Feathers  at  Nottin^iam,  and  set  Argyle  upon  the  hone  Oiat  carried 
Hm  dohaOi^.  ll«y  nide  Aat  Saturday^  nigfat  to  Mr.  Willis's  house  at  Gla^ 
wd,  and  ataid  then  tUl  Monday.  It  waa  one  of  Mr.  Veitch's  haunti^  nd  ha 
ymohed  aU  the  Sabbath  to  the  meeting. 

"  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Veitch^  thinsmg  upon  the  alarm  given,  and  that 
things. leokod  more  dangerous  and  .dlAcult-ffice^  thouf^ht  fit  to  advias  widi  an 
honest  did  OUterian,  Oi^tatn  Lockyer,  (one  of  Colond  Blood's  aooomplion  at 
tf»t  thna)  abovt  their  adb^peltlng  to  London,  who  generously  olfered  to  oondost 
my  Lord  Asgyia aaftly  lUllier,  which  he  did;  bringing  him  first  to  TtBiiinan, 
finir  nilea  above  LondoOt  lo  Mr.  Smith  a  sogar-baker's  house,  whose  lady  was  a 
very  pious,  wise,  and  generoua  gentlewoman.  They  were  ridi  and  bad  no  chil- 
dnn.  Tbe  asrvants  sent  to  Nottingham  were  ordered  fat  London,  to  a  place 
where  ^ey  should  stay  tiU  fbrther  orders 

*^  Mm.  SmiA,  being  Informed  who  Mr.  Hope  waa,  ooneealed  St  ftom  her 
Iwiiisnd  asii  all  othen,  and  he  paned  fat  an  ordinary  Seota  gentleman*  In  a 
day  or  twoste  asnt  down  a  note  to  Mitfor  Hofanes^  one  of  her  chief  ooofidaat^ 
In  the  dly,  to  prafide  two  ehemberi,  at  a  good  distance  ftom  one  anotha>  whew 
two  friends  of  bers  might  be  quiet  and  retired  for  a  whiles  and  when  he  amt 
hsr' word  they  were  ready,  die  sent  ifaem  off  to  the  Minor's  lodging  during  ni|^t. 
Kane  of  Iham  knew  the  Msfer ;  hut,  thsy'being  set  in  an  outer  room  to  wait  ftr 
hboomini^  whenever  heeomefntotiM  room,  he  knew  Axgyief  and»  gottipg  him 
in  hlsflBBs,  aaid,  '  My  dsor  Lord  Arin^le,  you  are  most  iprelooine  to  dm.'  At 
which  my  Lord  seemed  to  be  oenoemed,  and  said,  '  Fray,  Sir,  when  did  you 
know  me?'  <  My  Lord,*  mys  h^  *  I  knew  you  since  that  day  that  I  took  you 
priasoer  In  the  Highhmis,  when  yon  was  Lord  Lorn,  and  brought  you  to  iba 
oMtietf  £dli*urgh;  hut  caw  ws  are  on  one  side,  and  I  wiU  Tenture  dithaib 
4s8r«oma,toesrTOy8ui*  He  then  asnt  caeh  of  tbtm  to  their  aarafal  1 
wh«B  they^feihed  a  ooasiderBble  while." 
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hf  mwi  of  a  Jich^iMair in  An t«  Jwi,  wki  ftmiilMaUni  witfi 
£10,OaO  lAeduig.  TilA  liitt  he  Wai^  «  «took  of  ttuis  and  aa. 
iiiiiiiitiiMy  a  pnmfaaBO  wJuub  waa  very  dttderoitflj  managed  by  onv 
wko  iadad  al;  VeniM,  aa  if  iataidad  for  the  aeprkt  «f  thai  re- 

On  thB  7lli  of  Aprfl,  ii§i»  than  was  a  meeting  at  AsKteviam 
m  which  were  pnMDt  the  Eadi  of  Argfk,  liir.  Charles  OampbA 
Ua  M^  Sir  Jk>hn  Cochrane  <tf  (Mdltne,  Sir  Patridc  Hmne  ef  Pol. 
wart,  Geoige  Priagle  of  Tonroodlee,  William  Denhohn  ^  Weil 
fihielda,  Qeorge  ttaaw  of  Baninden,  John  Godurane  of  Watenide, 
Mr.  eeeige  Wi^uart,  WiUiam  Oeland,  James  Stoart,  adTooate» 
«m1  Mr.  Gtlbat  Elliot. 

OnlheSSlhlhepmrliament  sat  down,  awl  tUa  was  j«t  a  few 
drai  fcefora  Amle  set  sail  fipom  BMbiid. 

The  fiml  of  £i||rf le,  iMNng  i«ady  fbr  his  esmditio^ 
ef  Momnomfa  having  engaged  that  he  woidd  not  stay  in  Holland 
ian  damafter  him,  -endMtffced,  on  the  1st  ^  May,  with  three  slups, 
jnd  a  senniwrnhli  •nnnwr  ef  aami 


ef  anns,  and  in  three  days  reaehed  Oris- 
nay.    They  had  no*  ibe<re  800  msa  in  att. 

From  Orkney  they  steered  their  eonme  hy  tfie  Inside  of  the 
western  idands ;  and,  had  they  got  in  tine  to  Islay,  woidd  have 
^anrprised  Hallaehf  with  a  yarty  of  400  ^r  600  men ;  hnttheyjnst 
^ama  an  homr-tae  late.  They  next  dr^  anchor  near  Tebermoiy 
ML  Mdl,  where  they  were  deteiaed  three  days,  whidi  was  Tery  mnm 
to  their  disadYBnti^  From  Mnfl  they  safled  to  Kintyre ;  and  liefe 
they  were  disi^pointed  cf  many  'Vi^bom  liiey  ex»eeted  to  join  tttem. 
Hewerer  hisioadship,  and  those  wkh him,  pmished  a  dedarallon, 
which  had  acaocdy  iSka  wished-for  •eflfect. 

On  the  lith  of  Jane,  the  ptfttaaaant  passed  an  aet,  after  a  great 
snnhilnde  of  aote  of  pariiament,  and  other  laseMuipled  persoonrUons, 
Jiflnr  the  Bail's  bncfing,  which  they  caHed,  «<^addrass  against  the 
airclHtcaitar  AzchihdkL  Ganuibell,  some  time  EaH  of  Amie,"  where- 
in they  h^,  that  the  £arl%  fian^,  the  heritors,  ringleaders,  and 
preasher^  tint  joined  him,  ahorid  be  for  tfrer  dedarra  incapable  of 
^nansy,  aakd  »f  bearing  any  honovs  or  -estate  fai  the  Uagdom,  m^ 
that  aD  subjects  be  ditmharged  ftem  interoedhig  ftr  Aem  any  man- 
ner ef  way. 

Bk  Lordship,  having  arrived  at  Tarbel,  pnUished  a  declaration 
to  Us^ha.  There  he  was  joined  by  1000  men,  nnder  Sir  Dancan 
Xiampbdl ;  and  having  modelled  hia  little  army  into  three  regiments, 
each  nansiating  ef  abant  500  men,  he  detemuDed  to  hate  attadEed 
JMlaidian,  who  had  not  above  fiOO  men  with  him :  but  Sir  John 
Cochrane,  and  ethem  with  him,  wedd  not  go  in  with  thia  propoaaL 
A  eowicH  af  tvmr  was  ^aUed,  nhese  jt  was  resolved,  contrary  te  the 
£arl*a  aantmMRta,  Ae  invade  the  Lowknds. 

Hie  Bari  heuv  disappointed  in  all  his  attempta,  and  ibding  it 
la^^racdcaUe^  itither  to  rally  his  friends,  er  rotnm  to  Atgyle^ire^ 
.adtempted  to  dif^gnise  himaelf  under  the  appearanee  of  a  country* 


aaan:  bnt  he &H  into  »ne  dittcnlty  aJler  aaielhor,  tffl  he  was  attack- 
edat  the  wsiter  ef  IwOiman,  m  the  kMt  ef  Joe,  by  two  ef  the 
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militia)  >9i^i4dliotd.of  hkn,  one  on  eauli  Me,'  al  on  hMciebadL 

He  ^ppled  with  both,  and  one  of  them  with  the  Eari,  went  tia  the 

.ground.   Hia  Lordahip  pt  iq»»  and  xid  himadf  of  them  both  by  pra- 

.siting  hii  pocket  piatola ;  and  wonki  haive  made  hia  escape,  had 

not  five  more  come  and  knocked  him  down  with  their  awordi^  ■ 

When  they  knew  who  he.waa,  they  aeeowdto  be  much  concemed ; 

but  durst  not  let  him  go.     He  was  then  brought  in  prisons  to 

Glasgow,  and  from  thence  to  Edinburgh,  under  a  atrong  guard ; 

and,  according  to  the  order  of  Council,  dated  June  20th»  was  car- 

,ried  up  the  street  with  his  hands  bound,  bareheaded,  and  in  the 

'midst  of  Ci^tain  Graham's  ^piards ;  the  hangman  went  before  him, 

the  horse  guards  before  and  behind ;  and  thus  his  Lordship  was 

Gondiicted  in  dismal  procession  to  the  ^astle,  and  diere  laid  in  irons. 

There  was  a  great  debate  «t  Edinbnrgh,  whether  to  bring  him  to 
trial  fi)r  hia  preset  attmnpt,  or  to  execute  him  on  the  sentence  pro- 
nounced in  1681 ;  but  sudi  was  the  s^  pf  the  present  managers, 
that  they  would  not  seem  to  call  the  justice  of  th^  foraier  aentenoe 
in  qu^tion,  ^thoi^h,  by  the  wav,  all  the  world  suHthx^L  upon  it  «a 
the  most  unrighteous  sentence  ml  could  be  passed;)  and  therefore 
.4hey  looked  upon  him  as  abready  condemned. 

On  the  29^  a  letter  from  the  King  waa  read  in  Council,  order- 
ing them  to  bring  the  Earl  to  condign  punishment  within  the  tpaoe 
of  three  days  after  the  receipt  of  it,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  luing 
4iim  to  a  confession,  with  respect  to  his  associates  and  correroondenta. 
Inconsequence  of  this,  his  Lordship  was  ordered  to  be  oeheaded 
next  day,  and  his  head  to  be  affixed  on  the  tolbooth  of  Edinbmgh. 
He  declared  in  the  morning  to  a  friend,  that  he  had  more  joy  and 
comfort  this  day,  than  the  day  after  heieaoaped  out  of  the  casae. 

His  Lordship^s  demeanour,  before  his  execution,  was  bo^  pioua 
and  edifying.  He  spent  the  28th  of  June,  which  was  the  8anba>h 
before  his  £ath,  in  a  most  becoming  way.  The  manner  in  which 
he  took  leaTo  of  hb  sister,  the  Lady  Loi^n,  was  very  mcrisg. 

His  Lordship  dined  wiUi  a  grave  and  becoming  dieerfulneas  in 
the  castle.  And  being  used  to  sleq^  a  little .  after  meat,  he  retired 
to  hia  doset,  and  •laid  himself  down  on  a  bed,  and,  for  abost  «  quar- 
ter of  an  hour,  slept  ss  sweetly  and  pleasantly  as  ever.  The  time 
being  come  when  he  must  for  ever  leave  the  castle,  he  was  by  the 
Council's  permission,  allowed  two  Episcopal  ministers,  Mr.  Annand, 
and  Mr.  Charteris,  for  they  would  not  permit  Preabrtenan  ministers 
to  wait  (m  lunu  Their  discourse,  and  prayers  on  this  tnwical  oosa> 
sion,  were  very  pertineit  and  becoming ;  and  his  Lordship  deliver- 
^  a  very  judicious  and  pious  discourse  to  the  spectators,  in  whidi, 
among  other  things  he  md,  '*  Job  tells  us,  Man  that  is  ifor»  cfavo- 
maUf  is  of  few  days^  and  fuXL  of  trouble  ;  and  I  am  a  dear  instonce 
of  it.  I  shall  not  now  say  any  thing  of  my  sentence  or  escape, — 
nor  of  the  ground  of  my  return ; — that  which  I  mainly  intend  to 
sa^  now,  is,  to  express  my  humble,  and  I  thank  God,  chewfol,  aoW 
misiuon  to  the  divine  will,  and  my  williagness  to  forgive  all  men, 
even  my  enemies.  I  know  afflictions  spring  not  out  of  the  dust,  are 
not  only  foretold;  but  promised  to  Christian^  and  are  not  only  tolo^ 
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»Me  but  deriraMe;  fyr  Und  dnttisee  Ids  own,  to  refine  and  not  to 
rain  diem,  wliflleTer  di»wmM  tUnkB.  I  know  many,  like  Hamel,* 
gotO'CKoeaiefttlieTnerertlioiigJ^theywerecap^  Let  rolen 
imd.odiers  wrion^  reaO^dMM  6eriptares,f  and  avoid  what  is  bad, 
and  follow  what  if  good.  Fw  me,  I  hope,  by  Gotfs  strength,  to 
join  with  Job,t  and  tho  Pflalmikt,§  and  to  tnttt^n  and  pray,f  and 
hope,  88  theY  cndu**  I  do  hereby  fonivo  all  duO;  directly  or  indi- 
re^ly  hanFO  been  tiie'canse'oi  iqrb^i^.broiight  to  thur  jXice^-^and 
fm^  that  OodnwylergEre  them.''  When  he  had  eiiM\he  tnmed 
to  the  sonth  side  of  the  scaffold,  and  said,  ^^  Ctentlemen,.  I  pray  you 
do  not  misconstnie  my  behaviour  this  ^y.  I  freely  for^ve  all  men 
their  wrongs  and  injuries  done  against  me,  as  I  desure  to  be  forgiven 
of  Crod.**  Mr.  Annand  repeated  the  words  louder  to  the  people,  as 
he  ^d  when  his  LordBhip  spoke  to  the  same  pnrpose  from  the  north 
side,  and  said,  ^  This  nobleman  dies  a  Protestant.'*  The  Earl  step- 
ped forward  again,  and  said,  ^  I  die*  not  c^ifty  a  Protestant,  but  with 
a  heart-hatred  of  Popery,  Prelacy,  and  all  superstition  whatsoever." 
Haidng  taken  hialeate  (S  hts^fii^teds,'he' at -last  kneeled  down,  and 
iembraong  the  maidavti'  said,  ^  This  is*  th^  sweetest  ntttden  I  ever 
hissed,  it^  being  the  mean  to  flniA  my  sui  and  misery,  and  my  inlet 
to  tffory,  lor  which'  I  long."  Then  he  ppfayed  a  little  within  him- 
sd(  thrice  uttering  these  wotds»  ^  Lovd  Jesus,,  receive  me  bto  thy 
glory;"  andliftingiqkhis.lMmd^  whk^  was  the  rignal,  the  execu- 
tioner did  his  work. 

Thus  died  tiie  noble  Eiii  <tf  ArgflB^  bot  only  a  martyr  to  the 
Protestant  rd^on;  but  also  bearing  his  httt  teitimony  against  Pre- 
iany  as  wsB  as  Popery.  Hii  loo  great  oMuiliances  with  the  manag- 
ers, previous  to  the  affair  of  the  test,  lay  neavy  upon  him  at  the 
last :  but  nothing  grieved  him  sa  much  as  the  uAhappy  vote  he  gave 
against  liir.  CaigiU.  Fusing  these  things,  Hs^he  tvas  exeoiUed,  not 
on  aeeount  of  lus  late  attempt,  but  iit  pursoMK^  of  a  sentence  pas- 
sed three  years  before^  for  his  e3q>li€ation  of  the  iidf-contracEptorv 
teBt,.his  death  waslookedi^n  as  no  better  than  murder;  It  took 
place  on  the  SOth  of  June,  1685. 

On  tiie  6th  of  July,  Monmouth's  amiy  was  defeated  near  Bridge- 
water,  and  himself  soon  after  taken  and  beheaded. 

As  soon  as  the  Marqms  of  Athole  and  the  Earl  of  Breadalbane 
heard  of  Argyie's  fiite,  they  exercised  the  greatest  severity  against 
hb  fHends.  Fbnr  or  five  gentlemen  of  the  name  of  Campbell,  after 
having  recrived  dnarter  and  protection  when  they  surrendered^ 
were  sent  to  Athofe-by  one  of  Aisle's  near  relations.  The  Mar- 
qi^  ordered  theisi  and  eighteen  more  to  be  put  to  death.  He  would 
have  proceeded  kt  that  work^  had  not;>«v^  the  Council  discharged 


•   .  •2  Kingi  TiH.  1& 

t  Prov.  k  9a  Aceu  2  Ctaw,  xxr.  6^15.  Ftov.  zzir.  10—12.  and  xxriii.  10. 
■Dilmlix.   «ipMiaUyTMr*15. 

f  Cliap.xiU.i6.        .    SP«ln«U-^  g   As  P^alm  olriM.  11. 

t  At  Pialm  lxx|v.  19,  &c  cxrlU.  6,  &c.  and  LnU  i.  74^  75. 

**  Ptalm  xciT.  15.  ff  The  iMtnimcftt  far  beheading. 
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BtomMficBtafcetBkili.    Parties i»mh> »ftM<l»ap4iniitt»|fcft < 

uAffgyletwto  drairfftdly  ^epopdyktoi;  htfuati^  aai  plMiiliiiiml»  i«r 
tliBt^miitrctaiidliiiraray^  He  Em1*0  eiliit*  f«M  gmv  to  ainM-r 
Mre^  hb^Mdreii  bimiglii  to  exticart  Tktm\wmkyi  Mm  Tedtttom  de 


irmded^  and  li]9BM)tken  LoidN^Cii^plfeli  foMed  to  m  a* 
peritofliiftlifetoAtteirica^l«arvkigr]ri»U^  la 

*  w<Md^  diirlnftort  and  gentknckr^f  the^wnae'ef  earapM^  bdi^ 
giennilj  atom  to  Fop^iy  fldi  F^Btaajr,  ^ 
tiDnav^gfaonf  tke  kblgdiMta; 


BI0!%%Ri>  ECTMBOLih 


dis^tigdiflfced  of  Afgyl^'s  oiSiem^  In  dse  UMfitfiunta  sttwqpt  of 
iStM  iMUettMii  upon  Sootlttid  And  tkm^  tm  Bi^lanait  If 
Uitli,  yrt  e6nddedn|p  ^ttt;  iM  o#iwd  the  siime  pHiiai^lK^  tirat  lifceif 
mi  tlie  uatte  oeduloA,  tttd  siiffi»^'ki  die  ssito  caonr-^Wr  tiii  BM 
Mtttseir,  H^ia  kiped  tf- Aoit  tfctfbwir  «V  Utn  iriftnot  to'nnaeoepldkfe 
in  the  present  work. 

RoinMift  ie  appiettrt,  lid  «dAf  betdoe^  Ib^fnimAm 

of  armg,  «)^  hi  the dii^g^oi  Ike  Commonwtokh  hai^rtld  umaMd^ 
ilon  in  the  r^NiAlksaii  iuw>f^  Wlten  hii  secfioep  lb  ddb  ca^nntjf 
im«  Ai^rsededy  he  had  reoooite  toki8lHeB%  and  in  dirytar  ]]699^ 
Mlowed  the  prefcerfeti' of  a  malgter,  and  poneased  tfaailDmof  Ryo- 
lottse  lA!  Hie  neMbobfhoeil  of  London.  It  was  hento  that  a  eon^ 
Bplfttfiy/eBCef^into'bf  «eHMof  tlleadlteraMaf  the  E»i  of  ShAw 
0i[it%#hometa«RofeMd'^  waacafledtheBjfv^^  JblUo 

eflbalitbbttl^Jitttfdetoktemeiuorytoohf^^n^t^  hh»« 

self  denied  all  active  jmrticipation.  Oil  iti  dbdproiy,  hoieever,  to 
i^Mi  naloMi^  he  heditfieohnotiotif  to  aonndon,  mAd  fled  into  Boh 
land.  Here  with  tbttny  otAen,  he  wto  hroaglio  Into  oottaat  wMr 
Ai^e  attd  Mmmom^  and  Readily  entered  into  tMr  petnode  de- 
«  #k|^  Wk^  thBit  design  waa  ripe  for  esieattibii,  he  in  oompaa^ 
^^  the  ibrrn^  of  these  noblemen,  and  his  SMiddi  frlendi^  set  adl 
ftr  Scotiand  ott  ^e  flint  ofMay,  1685 ;  and  daring  dn  Aort  aoad 
eVentftd*  oampftign^that  emmed  on  their  arrival  h  that  coontry,  proT' 
ed  hitoself  ^  mndk  toe,  both  in  tSie  eonncfl  anddn  field,  in  die 
rery  outset  of  the  operadoir^he  sadceasftiMy  aCtocked  the  oatle  af 
Ardkinglas.  On  occasion  ^Pthe  disastrous  retreat  throngli  Dum* 
bartonshire,  Be  with  many  others  strayed  fix>m  ihe  msSii  body  of  the 
troops  from  ignorance  of  tlie  tonntiy.  And  shortly  after  thi^  it 
appears  he  ft£  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  akkd  wto  Mteti  piri- 
soner. 

**  Of  the  manner  and  place»*'*says  VTodrolTy  in  whicSi  Be  was  thna 
takeny  **  I  have  no  distinct  idea,  but  am  told  that  bmg:  attadiod  by 
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tiwttaiii|lit«Ml0liliwqr«Mliylittoi^  thavv  ma  wm  l&e  to 
get  ol^  till  M»of  ttem  wiMt  tkBa  tiM  vert  ome  itp,  ettt  bis  hovse't 
kgs,  and  to  dbnbled  him,  that  he  mm  mo  kngat  «f  aay  taae.  Th« 
Celonet  waalhM  <ppfggatjd  hy  fiumben,  a^  terriUj  wcranded." 
On  Mag  tdcen,  fe  wa»  iBMiaiMwtoly  ortocd  hy  the  Cenndl,  to 
he  eittdMtod  to  ihe  eatll»  e#  Biinbafgh  in  a  Mrt^  with  »  rope 
about  hit  nedk,  fMtored  and  barth>aded> 

llielMigittiitfi'flaaBnledtheoaif;  Oq^n  ^hahnaa  altond^  with 
ftgnaidytb^dHBnabealfing^aad^dloanfykigt  nd  nast  dmj  tkt 
Advocato  wna  efdered  to  ptosdouto  him  befdKre  the  JtrnMary. 

On  the  dftdi,  the  Cowieil  reodoanended  to  t^  Jjerdi  ef  Jostici. 
arf  to  meet  for  hia  trials  and  to  oanae  him  to  be  exeonted  in  ilie  fol* 
lowkig  manner,  on  hla  beinf  foond  gnflty :  iria.  <<  that  he  be  token 
from  thefar  bar  to  the  k>w  eoamfi^honae,  Mid  tnm  thenoe»  led  down 
by  the  hangman,  with  Ut  hat  on,  to  the  aeaMd,  when  there,  to  be 
drawn  np  to  the  gtbbel  wMi  a  rope  about  Ua  nedc,  and  immdRatoly 
lot  down  agrin,  fig  heart  ont  oat  by  tiie  hangman,  and  shown  to 
tito  people  on  the  peto  of  n  bayonet,  or  dagger,  aayinr,  <  tfere  it 
tito  haaai  of  n  bbody  traitor  and  mmrderer  i'  tiiatt  then  tt  be  lifarown 
hito  a  ire  prnpai^  i^r  the  pni|MMe  on  the  aaaffoid ;  and  after  t^ 
his  head  be  cot  off,  and  shown  to  the  people  in  the  same  mafflicfr, 
and  that  thai  his  body  be  qnartered,  one  part  of  it  fixed  at  the  port 
or  tolbooth  of  Glasgow,  another  at  Jedburgli,  a  third  at  Dummes, 
n  fourth  at  the  Nefwtown  of  Galloway,  and  his  head  at  the  West- 
port  of  Edinbrngh."  We  may  easily  oonceiye  from  this  act,  how  he 
would  be  treated  at  his  examination  before  the  ConnciL  Many 
were  the  insolts  to  whUi-he  waa  espoaed.  Be  bore  these  base  in- 
sults, however,  with  much  composure,  owned  the  cause  for  which  he 
a^MAfied,  and  expressid  to.Joy  hi  metering.  When'  one  of  iheAi 
called  kiaa  «"«  eonfennded  Yfflaht,"  he  replied  witii  tii0  utmost  sc^ 
dateness,  **  I  nm  at  peace  wldk  Ood  through  Jeans'  C9ui8t;  to  men 
I  have  dene  no  wieog;  what  then  can  confoond  me?** 

On  the  2dlh,  aooorangly,  he  was  arraigned  before  the  JnsticiMy^ 
hrai^ht  in  gidlty>  oomlwaVied,  and  executed.  He  was  so  wedt 
whan  bottig^t  to  tiie  teaff»ld,  thnt,  not  being  d>le  to  walk  aloaie>  he 
was  simported  by  two  officers.  When,  in  Ida  last  tpeach,  he  bleai- 
ed  trod  that  it  was  etn  no  ffl  aesonat,  ba|  fot  OfmSng  and  adhenng 
to  the  Lonft  distresied  Wot4c  and  interett,  thai  snch  nlot  was  canr* 
ed  ont  ftir  hkb^  Ibe  drams  heat;  at  whiidi  he  shook  hk  head,  and 
aaifj^  ^  wiA  th^  not  sdUtt*  a  dying  man  to  q>eak  his  last  wovdsi  ie 
the  people  I"  and  then  went  on  declaring  Jns  coaMmoe  in  the  righ- 
teootoesa  of  the  oaitte  he  wns  engv^ed  in;  and  spoke  as  fettown-*- 
**  I  eoafest^  enemies  thhdE  they  have  got  Iheir  foot  on  tha  node  of 
the  Protostant  mterest  now  i  but  I  am  persuaded  it  is  aa  true  as  I 
am  tfds  day  eiMering  faito  eternity,  that  CtuAstt  shall  be  g^onoos  hi 
these  hmdi,  and  even  h  poor  Scotland,  and  that  shortly  t  and  it  is 
Uhe^  nimtf  wha  see  me  cbe  this  day  may  be  witness*  thereof :  yen,  he 
dMtt  govern  diese  nations  iHth  a  rod  of  hron,  and  that  to  the  terror 
of  hia  OTomiea"  AHeK  thb  he  pravnd,  and,  y9hm  prayiM  for  the 
exdipntion  of  Popary,  Frelney,  and  otter  lopees^ion^  lie  drams 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC. 


478  SCOTS  WOETMlBa 

bealtigtliu  He  Ibigrinre tiie  eififliiftkmav  tti^'aD  bwb,:  and,  irMr 
he  had  again  prayed  within  hamelf^  he  gave  the  trivial)  atfd  waa 
execated  aoeordiag  lo  the  senteneew 

Uras  died  Ri^urd  Bnmhold,  a  gaad  naa  and  a  patriot.  The 
prayer  wfaieh  he  nttored  on  the  seaffokl,  and  which  is  preaeff«d  m 
Wodr^w,  bespeaks  his  pie^.  His  patriotism  was  erident  ki  the 
whole  tenor  of  his  life.  He  denied  all  part  in  thee  oonqwraey  with 
wldich  he  was  eharg^  He  acknowledged  his  having  heaed  nany 
propositions  ^  West's  chambera  about  killing  the  two  .brothers'; 
and  said  that  it  woidd  have  been  easily  execnled  near  his  house ;  npon 
which  some  discourse  followed  how  it  mifffat  have  been  managed : 
bat  he  affirmed  also  that  it  was  only  ta^,  and  that  notfatag  was 
either  planned  or  so  much  as  resolved  on.  He  was  a  man  how- 
ever of  lihenl  sentiments^  and  owned  that  he  thoqght  the  Prince 
was  as  mnek  tied  to  the  people,  as  the  people  were  to  the  P^mce ; 
and  that,  when  the  kii^  departed  from  tiie  legal  measures  of 
government,  the  people  had  a  right  to  assert  their  tibertiee,  and  to 
restrain  him.  He  farther  said,  ^  he  did  not  bdUievo  that  God  had 
made  the  greater  pari  of  mankind  with  saddles  on  their  backs,  and 
bridles  in  their  mouths,  and  some  few  booted  and  tfmmi  to  lide 
upon  the  rest." 


THOMAS  ARCHE& 

•Anotrbb  of  ihoso  who  were  executed,  in  eonseq[Benoe  of  the 
Earl  of  Argvle^s  unsnocessful  attempt,  was  the  Bev.  Thomas  Archer. 
He  was  the  brother  of  a  Mr.  John  Ardlier,  who,  on  diferent  occa- 
sions, suffered  severely,  during  the  persecuting  period;  and  iudgmg 
from  the  usual  place  of  his  brother's  residence,  was  probaMy  a 
native  of  Fifeshire.  The  following  particulars  reepOcting  him,  are 
given  by  Wodrow,  on  the  authority  of  persons  who  had  the  happi- 
ness of  his  acquaintance. 

He  was  bom  about  tiie  year  1658.  Very  early  in  life  tite  Lord 
began  to  incline  his  heart  to  piety,  and  when  little  more  than  a 
child,  an  eminent  Christian  and  minister  of  the  pmod  gava  hki 


this  character, — Thai  he  made  a  consdenoe  <f  l^^tng  hie  hmimeL 
Not  that  he  spoke  literally  in  this  eiqpressiony  hut  thi^  he  therriby 
deckred  that  even  with  regard  to  tiie  minute  actions  of  life,  which 
others  in  general  viewed  as  beneath  theur  notice,  Mr.  Arohtt-'s 
conduct,  was  distinguished  by  a  holy  tenderness,  and  flowed  frxNU 
religious  principle.  Yet  notwitiistanding  this,  it  appears  that  about 
the  time  of  his  finidui^  his  preparatory  studies,  he  was  iMit  withoiit 
de^  and  solemn  exercises  dbout  the  state  of  his  sold ;  at  length, 
however,  he  got  comfortably  out  of  these,  and  afWwwds  thnmgh 
life,  eigoyed  much  of  the  peace  and  serenity  of  the  Christian. 
In  talong  his  degrees  at  the  University  of  St.  AndrewSy  whare 
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ke.iteified,  heJpeoeiMa  the  liigliartiippbiMKi  firoialllie  iiittitifs  wW 
ajouniiied  hiBLi  who  declared  fehet  they  had  ncytfer  ifMi^  yean^Mdt 
.with  hifl  equal  in  iearfiing.  And  we.may  reaMmalily  aoppoae,  thaT 
his  dUigeoce  aad  success  inprosecatii^  die  bhinchesof  study  wUsli 
stm  mns^iiie^  would  be  lielesacoDspiStouSk  .  It  Ifpeara  h.%  had  en- 
tered into  tlMB  &mily  of  Lady  Biddd  m  the  ofMudty.  of  Cha^D; 
and  it  isyui  whilo  tbm.thait.  he  was.lioeDaed  as  a  preadier..of  the 
gogpgim  As  (Rich,  he  wHs  net  byjany  meaas  so.  aoceptahle  as  hi* 
previous  success  might  hare  led  us  to  anticipate.  His  .aenuon* 
were^soujidy  nethedical,  a«4  judicious,  but  his  maim^  was  uninterM 
estiuftiand  thus»  espec^y  with  Ydlgar  heararst  he  was.lesa  a  favou- 
rite wan  those  who  were  far  inferior  to  him  in  point  of ,  talent. 

The  first  of  his  auffS^ringii  of  a  pubiio  nature  took  place  about  the 
year  1682.  Being  resident  in  a  gentleman's  fiimily  in  the  Meise, 
pnrsuing  the  studies  of  his ,  profession,  and ,  occasionally  Exercising 
his  fimction  as  a.preacher  of  ;Aegg^el|.he'Was  oa«  pretext  founA? 
ed  on  this  latter  circumstance,  seined^  bi^ught  in  ,prisiim^r.  and  fos 
some  months  eonfined  in  the  C^^ipngate  tolboodi.  At  lengthi  a 
sentence  of  banishment  ^m  prpn^uiys^d  against  l}in(L  ilje  WM 
compelled  to  fog^i  a.bond,  neirer 'to  retom  to  his  na^i^^Gonntry,  and 
retired  to  Holland.    .  .  -.....'        !      i 

Whilst  there,  he  continued  to  prosecute  his  &vounte  9^ildici%  and 
such  was  his  reputation  for  learnings  that  he  was  employed  to  for^ 
rect  the  Dutch  edition  of  **  Poole'a  Critics"  then  printing.  T!limi 
also,  in  token  of  their  deep  sense  of  hia  exoeUent  endowmenit8y.,h9 
received  ordination,  £rom  theJScots  Ministers  who  w^r^.  thmiir^fliideiit 
in  that  country.  :;..•.,.' 

What  were  the  circumstances  which  immediately  l^d  hi9i.to  con? 
nect  his  fortunes  with  those  of  the  banished  Eail^  Wje.arct  fiot  in< 
formed.  Hiis  at  least  is  probable,  that  but  for  the  aasura^ice  tha| 
his  bond  was  ^cancelled,  through  the  intervention  of  friends  ia  Scot- 
land, he  wonld  never  have  consented  to  violas  its  terms. ..  Such./f^ 
assurance  being  given  him)  it  is  not  at  all  wonderful  that. a  youth, of 
his  gallantry  and  spirits  should  have  engiged  in  the  enterpriz^,  ^ 
question. 

Having,  at  all  events,  returned  to  Scotland  in  1685,  it  appears, 
that  on  the  EarFs  defeat. he  crossed  tbo  Clyde,  and  was  in  the  en- 
gagement at  Muirdyke,  where  Sir  John  Cochran  commanded.  liii 
norse  stumbling,  he  fell  to  the  gronnd,  and  his  pursuers  might  easily 
have  made  him  prisoner ;  but  such  was  their  barbarity)  that  before 
he  could  recover  himself,  one  of  them  poured  a  pair  of  balls  into 
him  and  severely  woimded  him.  During  the  time  he  lay  in  this 
state  he  was  robbed  of  his  Bible,  his  watch,  and  some  money,  and 
after  bleeding  almost  to  death,  he  was  at  length  carried  by  his 
friends  into  a  farm  house,  where  he  was  soon  s^ter  apprehended 
and  brought  a  prisoner  to  Paisley. 

Thence  he  was  carried  to  Glasgow,  where  for  some  days  he  re- 
mained in  great  agony  from  his  wounds.  He  was  thep,  by  order 
of  council,  removed  to  Edinburgh. 

Being  sisted  before  the  councili  he  was  bitterly  repro^tched  for 
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kuMk  of  die  orariaftLaiHUliL 

Wbitf  Id  fdmm,  muck  kHertst  im»  «Md  nidi  tiM^^  Mtt  to  p^im, 
to  piootftfB  Us  lUMnboiw  litfMMptfVMiitedAMl^liotMtf  ^4ag^  of 
iiii  ffonadt,  muitkem  iiHilioite  of  Phy^ihmi  WMo  nttt  oiwiatiiif 
to  coiifiiiii  the  fiMt  TiMDiikBof  QifogiifbiirytN»«rasaddfMMi 
OB  tfw  fobjott  bf  Us  01MI  foii,  buiiritfaooit  offM.  It  mbbmA  tfatt 
Hothiiv  wMld  MMliif:f  tlUMh  ba»  hk  VhtoA  W!i^  mo^  SiittMtjr 
oooldptovdltii  kit  boho^  a  4oilgii  wis  iSMPiUdd  to  kiv%  Un  «p. 
cretly  oettfeyeA  out  of  fviMif*  t^  ootfdtidt  wiei«  briiiod,  and 
ooii^'tftkff  reii4f  lb»  iIm  ooediilplblliiMM  of  Ao  pf«(i«et,  knt  he 
kiMolf  foftiMd  bl»  otfqtiOMeiico^  doelorHig  llmt  lie  nckofned  Mia- 
•olf  m  djUig  fOMO0)  iMd  thotiBhieo  ho  eoriidi  not  oerro  hio  master 

monylbr  hlilt  «i^  ftr  lib  tratb,  hy  a  {noMk;  deatk 

On  the  l^lkh  df  AiiepM  ho  waa  btoog^  holVm  tfK^  Jcjlidat?. 
Ho  had  beoAr  Miuinioaed  on  two  pn^iona  ctcaiiiMtty  bat  %vaa  tniiBk 
toailcMdfroAib^dilf  #0iiklieift.  B it  hKUctmeiit  ^irat  i^ad,  cfaa^ 
\ng  him  with  treason.  Hb  own  declaration  wtt  adduced  in  pro6t 
miMoMoiigitthigiiiHy,  aadaeiteoeedtobehaaged  oittft»  IMi 
of  the  Mfttorndttth,  twd  dayiB  aftef.  Hh  etecpdony  howerer,  was 
ditflayed  Hn  iho  2I«it,  on  aedooiic  of  hia  bodily  treaku^Bc.  Eren 
Irfier  fho  May  trhieh  had  taken  j^facf,  he  atiR  ooatbtied  ao  tmdc, 
Ihat  he  behot^  to  be  carried  to  die  scaflbid  hi  a  chair.  ladeed  it 
wai  evident  to  every  one,  that  even  independent  of  fas  $enten<»  hh 
wia  k  dyirtg  item,  and,  that  hi  aU  probabiKtn  a  >elry  fetr  honrs 
wi6iild  hafTOcairied  hhn  to  beaten,  ev^i  diongv  he  had  been  gpared, 
ntftn  a  violent  death. 

The  followmr  t>arth!tdMi  of  hts  bchavionr,  on  tho  solemn  occa- 
ftion,  are  related  in  Wodrot/s  History ;  where,  al^,  hU  dWng  testi- 
itiony  (characterized  as  it  is  bv  tmA  adfidity  and  iodgmentj  ia  girea 
ai  rai||o:  **  On  comhig  o«it  o/prfson  he  said, '  I  biess  my  God  I  have 
now  no  more  to  do  but  to  die.*  When  npon  the  scaffold^  he  first 
of  idt  orayed,  then  read  the  GSth  chapter  of  Isaiah,  and  then  ex- 
firessed  himself  to  the  following'  pnrport: — *  There  id  a  great  con- 
tinence of  people  here :  and  I  hope  there  are  Aiany  who  de^ii^  to  be 
edtfled  by  thh  kind  of  death,  and  I  wish  there  were  more.  By 
I'eason  of  my  weakness  and  sickness  you  cannot  expect  a  long  iiar' 
tonrse,  not  with  snth  utterance  t&s  this  anditory  requires.  As  to 
(he  gronnds  whei^ipon  my  snfferiii^  at  this  tioie,  are  stated,  1 
need  not  enlarj^e.  They  ar^  trell  known.  I  shall  only  say  this. 
m  my  design  was  upright,  so  were  my  motives  in  coming  to  Scotland  . 
hi  snch  a  time  And  manner.  They  may  call  it  insurrection  and  re- 
bellion, but  the  Lord  knows  there  >vas  no  such  thing.  My  moUvcs 
were  the  gt^t  apprehensions  I  had  of  l^opcry,  and  my  re^rd  to 
the  kingdom  Md  interests  of  Christ  Tiere ;  and  I  Mrish  every  one 
were  roncemed  with  the  evil  and  hazard  oT  Popery.* 
**  Het«  the  ftaOlle  in  atccndailce  interrupted  him ;  upoa  xfKdi  ho 
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flkft  <ftiftlra6|b«tthai^i»ii«(feaKef  irhwey  UeiMdbeekNl/ 
Mr^AndlerMid,,  <  I  wiA  to  OocI  il  W  se ;'  and  Aeaoo^ti«iad  fak 
dueiHHi  ta  tlM*  frtt^wkig  Mnovs-^  Wlnt  I  hitfr^  tethu  to  m^ 
is,  dial  as  Christ  Imdi  a  kingdom  wkerein  aad  #ver  wUcb  h»  raigit* 
6lh  astifibg:,;  so  ke  wil^MAr  nooe  to  tiinrp  that  polrar,  (wUilt  is 
Us  own  piti«ytif  II,  and  wkich  I10  will  n^t  gireiwito  anotte*)  to 
eoi^tole  tfid  anoint  oftoef»  stmtnury  to  ius  iMtitotibiw'  Wlloii 
vitoiiilf  «i»  ilttir  sdbject,  tibo  B«Mie  B^aki  ibtonfUptod  Idm^  aajrii^ 
'  fSiTrMY^tkhold  Aol  off  foil  prkdples  and  rs^eotioiii^  I  Urtll  cawio 
tobeal'iae  Arums.'  Mt.  Ardier  went  c(m:  <  Wol^  then,  I  hopo mom 
of  70«  who  si«  tho  jpeo^  of  God^  seed  stao^o  at  our  ftB,  m 
If  Cod  woold  lot'  A»  wotfk  lest  at  n»;  lb?  ko  baa  otk«r  m^maih 
ways,  and  instmments,  besides  us  to  make  use  of:  for  it  wmf  W 
Wt  kflswB  to  yoa  ipoBB  teiipsar^  diat  tho  peofte  «f  €kd  Irnve 
foimaiqr  iMcksots  obo>  after  anetkor,  but'  the  hotd  has  wailed  for 
tkeir  e«tBSBUtv,  n^ek  kewitt  make  kkhOppoitonityv  attdforlkis 
toko  Bolko  of  lifieak  ir«  10.  I  will  trinfi  Oem  «>  Babfkm,  md 
tkef  mU  I  deHim  ihsm^  80  I  fraf  andt  istraa^  ;f 00  alt  to  be  0011- 
cemed  for  your  souk*  iatetnit.  Aa  Urn  my  pait^  I  kifour  I  hate  no 
move  todo as  to  that.  Fear  of  deatk  does  not  firigki  or  feNmble 
mo»  i  btess  Ao  liOBrdfor  my  k»t^' 

*^  After  this  ko  agaki  prayed,  a«d  kavh^  stag  Ike  7Sd  ftohn 
from  tho  24th  Toroe  to  the  ea4  he  submitted  to  dootklvhh  gneol 
ckoecMaan  aod  joy..  Ho  died  bi  Ike  Ifaii^tbiBd  ytar  of  his  ^ge; 
In  him  die  Cknrck  of  Scodosid  loot  a.  burakig  and  shinilig  kgto; 
one  who  might  long  ka^o  boon  useim  as  a  mimster  of  Okmt^  aad 
who,  by  kis  talwto  and  learaiag^rti^tlawe  addraad  •  Aakr  m  any 
miTenily/' 


JOHN  !NISBET  of  HAADHUirli. 

JoBK  N18BKT  was  bom  about  liie  your  l&d7«  Ho  waa  tho  soa  ol 
James  Nisbet,  a|id  waa  UnoaUy  desiBOadsd  from  klmdoeh  Nisket  oi 
HardhiH,  who,  about  the  year  1500^  jobed  thseo  caUsd  the  LaLkarda 
of  Kyle }  when  a  porsecntiMi  being  raised  against  tkem,  he  fled 
0¥ev  soa%  aad  took  a  oopy  ^  the  Now  Testamonlj  in  wriliiig,  nkmg 
with  khn.  Some  tkneaftor,  ke  totofaed  hem^  and  digged  a  vaalt 
in  the  bottojai  of  his  otm  hopwe^  to  iriMi  ke  retired,  sonring  God,. 
Modiag:  kia  now  book*  and  iastrAotk^  stiek  as  had  acssas  to  Um 
out  9i  it. 

Bat  to  retttm  to  onr  worthy**  Join  Nisket  ketng  soaaewhas  ad< 
▼aaeed  hs  yoi^iH  and  hayiag  the  adtantai^  of  %  tall,  strongs  wdl 
built  bodyv  aad  of  a  bold,  darmgn  fnlmiy  spiifit,  west  akntad  and 
jfiiiiod tbe mifitary*    Hnvivg  ^f^ntwrnff  lime  in  fiw^gftconntnes 
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hb  returned  to  Bcothnd,  add  sWore  the  lx>veimllt8  at  tlie  same  Inn^ 
that  fing  Charles,  up<m  hiB  coronation,  swore  them  at  Seone,  tis. 
1650.  Then,  'having  left  the  militatry,  he  came  home  a§d  mariied 
Margaret  Law,  one  who  proTed  a  troe  and'  land  yoke-fellow  to 
him  an  the  days  of  her  life,  and  hy  whom  he  had  serenid  children, 
three  of  whom  stirnred  himself. 

In  the  toonth  of  Decifmber,  1678,  she  died  on  the  eighth  day  of 
h^r  sic&mesB,  and'  was  horied  hi  Stone-honse  dinrdi-yard.  This 
behoved  to  be  done  in  the  night,  that  it  might  not  be  known,  and 
because  none  would  do  it,  bait  snch  as  might  not  appear  hi  the  day 
time.  Hie  curate  getting  knowied^  of  it,  threatened  to  take  dw 
corpse  np,  bum  it^  or  <^t  it  to  the  dogs ;  bnt  some  ci  the  perse- 
cated  party  sent  him  a  lettei')  assuring  hnn,  that  if  he  tondied  that 
grare,  they  would  bom  him  and  his  busily,  and  all  he  had ;  so  he 
forbore. 

Mr.  Nisbet  had  eaily  appGed  hknself  to  the'  study  Of  the  holy 
scriptures,  and,  through  the  grace  of  God;  was  so  Bucoessfnl,  that 
he  not  only  became  weU  acquainted  with  pnw^cal  r^^gion,  bnt  also 
attained  no  slight  knowledge  on  points  of  pnneiple.  '  This  proved 
of  unspeakable  advantage  to  him  in  all  that  occorred  to  him  after- 
wards, in  maintaining  the  testimony  of  that  day.  ' ' 

Having  mamed,  he  took  up  house  at  Hardhill  in  the  parish  of 
Loudon^  and  in  this  place  behaved  with  much  discretion  and  pra- 
dence.  No  sooner  did  iSrelacy  and  Krastianism  appear  on  the  field, 
in  opposition  to  our  undent  and  laudable  form  of  church-government, 
at  the  restoration  of  Charles  XL  than  he  took  part  ^4th  the  Presby- 
terian side.  And  having,  in  1664,  had  a  cliild  baptized  by  one  of 
the  ejected  ministers,  (as  they  were  called,)  the  curate  of  the  pa- 
rish was  so  enraged,  that  he  declared  hi^  resolution  from  the  pul- 
pit, to  excommunicate  him  next  Lord's  day.  But  here  the  Lord  s 
hand  interposed ;  for  before  that  day  came,  the  curate  was  landed 
in  eternity. 

Bemg  thus  active  for  trae  religion,  and  a  great  encoorager  of 
field-meetings,  Mr.  Nisbet  was,  with  the  rest  of  Christ's  faithful 
witnesses,  obliged  to  go  without  the  camp,  bearing  his  reproacL 
When  that  faithful  remnant  assembled  togedier,  who  renewed  the 
covenant  at  Lanark  in  1666,  his  conscience  summoned  him  to  join 
them.  This  being  known,  and  he  threatened  for  it,  he  resolved  to 
follow  the  persecuted  people  still  farther,  and  so  kept  by  them  m 
arms  till  theur  defeat  at  Penthmd  Hills,  upon  the  28ch  of  Nov«n- 
her,  and,  in  that  engagement  behaved  with  great  courage  and  reso- 
'  lution.  He  was  so  severely  wounded,  that  he  was  stript  for  dead 
among  the  slain  ;  but  such  was  the  providence  of  God,  that  having 
more  work  for  him  to  aocomi^h,  he  was  still  preserved. 

Having  espoused  Christ's  cause  by  deliberate  choice,  hennifermly 
displayed  an  excellent  spirit,  a  temper  most  noble  and  generoua; 
and,  as  Solomon  says,  was  mare  excellent  ^an  hie  imghbwit.  Tra- 
velltng  on  one  occasion,  through  a  muir,  some  time  adh»r  tfaxs,  <m  a 
snowy  day,  one  of  his  old  ne^bours,  who  was  seeking  sheep,  met 
him,  and  cried  out,  "  0>  Har&ill»  are  you  yet  alive  ?    I  was  told 
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yim  were  gvAig  in  a  {dtgrim's  U>it»  and  thil  year  UniB  .irtfe  kegw 

Sing,  and  yet  I  see  you  look  as  weU  as  erer  ;**  and  taking  out  a  lix- 
oUar  offered  it  to  him.  Jokn  seebg  tki%  took  oat  a  ducat,-  and 
offered  it  to  him,  saying,  '<  I  will  hare  none  of  yours,  but  will  gire 
you  if  yon  please;  for  yon  may  see  that  nothing  is  wanting  to  hiu 
tiiat  fears  the  Lord ;  and  I  would  never  hare  thought  that  yon 
(calling  him  by  his  name)  wonU  have  gone  so  hr  with  the  enemies 
of  God.  as  to  sen  your  conscieQce  to  sare  your  gear.  Take  warn- 
ing H.  go  kome  and  mourn  for  this,  aad  all  your  othw  skis,  before 
God ;  for,  if  mercy  do  ndt  prevent,  you  will  certainly  perish.'*  The 
poor  mao  thanked  him,  put  up  his  money,  and  went  home. 

After  his  remarkable  esei^  at  Pentland,  he  returned  home,  and 
probably  continued  there  (not  without  enduring  many  hardships) 
till  the  year  1679,  when,  from  his  fiune  for  courage,  wisdom,  and 
jresolution  among  the  sufferers,  who  were  assembled  at  Loudon  hill 
to  hear  the  gospel,  on  die  first  of  June,  he  was  sent  for,  on  their 
being  attacked  oy  Claverhouse  at  Drumdog,  to  come  in  all  haste  to 
their  assistance.  Before  he,  and  those  who  went  for  him,  were  got 
half  way,  they  heard  the  platoons  of  the  engagement,  and  yet  they  rode 
with  such  idacrity,  that  they  just  came  up  as  the  firing  was  over. 
Upon  their  approach,  Slardhill  cried  to  them  to  jump  the  ditch, 
and  get  over  upon  the  enemy,  sword  jn  hand.  This  diey  did  ac- 
cordm^y  with  so  mudi  resolution,  that  in  a  little  they  obtidned  a 
Gcmiplete  victory^  in  which  HardhiQ  had  no  small  share,  by  his  ^i- 
goroust  activity  in  the  latter  end  of  the  skirmish. 

After  this,  the  suffering  party,  knowing  that  they  were  fully  ex- 
fM>8ed  to  the  rage  of  weir  pera^cnttng  foes,  reserved  to  abide 
together ;  and,  by  way  of  following  up  their  success,  sent  a  party 
to  Glasgow  in  pursuit  of  t!he  enemy,  among  whom  Hardhill  was 
4>ne.  From  thb  time  he  continued  with  tbem,  till  that  fatal  day, 
June  22d,  when  they  fled  and  fell  before  the  enemy,  at  Bothwell 
Bridge.  ^  Here,"  says  Wodrow,  "  he  was  a  Captun,  if  I  vm- 
.take  not"  Being  sent  wiUi  his  (wrty,  along  with  those  who  de- 
fended the  bridge,  he  fought  with  the  greatest  gallantry ;  stood  so 
long  as  a  man  would  stand  by  him,  then  made  his  retreat  just  in 
time,  and,  through  the  goodness  of  God,  escaped  at  this  time  also. 

After  this,  being  denounced  as  a  rebel,  and  a  large  reward  offered 
to  such  as  would  apprehend  him,  the  enemy  seissed  all  he  had,  de* 
piived  his  wife  and  four  children  of  their  living,  and  turned  them 
out  of  doors.  He  was  thus  reduced  to  be  of  diose  mentioned,  Heb* 
xL  38.  who  wandered  about  in  deserts  and  in  mountains^  and  in  dens 
and  caves  qf  ike  earth.  Thus  he  lived,  for  nearly  five  years,  suffer- 
ing ail  manner  of  hardships,  and  not  accepting  ddiveranoe,  that  he 
might  preserve  to  himsdf  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  gospel,  as 
preached  in  tbe  fields.  Being  a  man  of  public  spirit,  and  very 
staunch  upon  points  of  testimony,  he  became  very  popular  among 
the  sufferers,  and  was  by  them  often  employed  as  one  of  their  com- 
missioners to  the  general  meetings,  which  they  had  erected  some 
time  before  this,  that  they  miffht  the  better  understand  the  mind 
of  one  another  in  carrying  on  weir  testimony. 
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•   ▲  fw^  vMMoUUe  liiilBiBt  "hfiyuofl  $m  Mb 

Biere««mtia^Miibf,kb0i^va7divk9  aninownd,  Inrtal 
MHiUMiiii;  hAM,  sadden^  lh»4AomAM  dufe  mmdfBr,  tomwBA^tm 

die  flWy^Uoh  kited  ftbovailietpace  of  tiNnniMiftM.  fniinrlMMd 
aiM>M,nidw6i«MMMdiaBiaaed,Miyin|r<nMtoMotbeiv  ^Wkatany 
tiik  BI6H1  ?"  T4>jiikfceMi>wwed»Sb«R4Hdy<itteiiaglto»edegp 
greaaB.  Oae  «f  them fKlMi  Urn irhat  11  wigiit  bmol  BeMdi 
•«  WelBMWii<»wdl«tipt«Mit,  botidtyAa  lklkwe«faiitt  Iomw 
belter:  yet«>e%irre»  ffMmMWV  tMM^  ^pnipAtty,  mit9  whkAw^ 
would  do  wnM  te  triise  heed:**  and  tbea  lie  gvoned  i^aiii,  nfing^ 
<<  As  for  aie^  I  em  ready  to  live  or  te  die  fer  Him,  as  he  in  mi 
{Nrovidefiee  rfiafl  call  me  «e  k,  and  bear  me  thvongli  ia  it :  aad  al- 
though I  have  sirffored  mach  from  padatesy  and  fidae  fineada,  tbeaa 
tweatj-eoe  yeara>  yet  now,  I  woidd  not  form  thoaaaad  wetldi  1 
had  done  etherwise ;  aad  if  the  Lord  epaves  nae,  I  wiKL  be  laore 
cealeus  forliis  precious  trndu  ;  and  if  not,  I  am  ready  to  seal  hif 
eause  with  my  blood ;  for  I  have  kmged  for  it:  theae  asxteen  yewi^ 
and  it  may  be  I  wiil  ere  long  get  it  to  do.  Wel«aB»  be  Us  mU^ 
aad  if  he  helpmetiirongli  willi  it,  I  ihailpaaisehim  toaMetcn^." 
This  made  them  all  wmder,  lie  being «  werj  reaonrad  auo ;  lor 
aliiongh  he  was  a  slriet  dksorver  of  the  SabbaA,  n  great  ezaniaer 
ef  tine  soriptnrey  and  a  great  wrestler  in  payer,  yet  ha  was  an  le- 
served  as  to  his  own  ease  and  aoid's  eoncemments,  limt  fow  kasw 
how  it  was  with  Urn  as  ta  <hat,  «ntil  ha  came  to  priaoa. 

All  this  did  not  esciye  llie  knowledge  of  the  nuBH^fen,  as  ii 
evident  from  Earkton's  answers  before  Sie  CeoncOi,  in  L083 ;  and 
we  find,  that  one  of  the  articles  diat  John  Ridimond  gnlwed  far, 
at  &e  cross-of  Glasgow,  March  IMi,  1684,  was  Ids  being  fai  aoan^ 
pany  with  John  Nisbet.  It  therefore  made  IM  seaadh  afar  Idai 
aad  other  mdhmn  mora  detqierate.  Wlierenpon,  in  the  moaA  af 
l<(eviember  M85,  having  retired  to  a«ertaia  konse  called  liidlaad, 
in  Che  pariidi  of  Fenwiok,  where  were  aaseodiledfor  prayer  and 
ether  r^igious  exeaeiaas,  en  •  8atuvda/s  aight,  otfiav  three  4ti  his 
fokhfiBl  br^iaien,  viz.  Peter  Gemmil,  a  yeoager  brodnref  tlm  hoom 
of  Herself  in  tiie  same  parurii ;  Cieoige  Woedbam,  a  lanaAer  of 
the  WoodbnniB,  in  lite  mnirs  <^  London;  aad  one  Jehu  Fetgashill 
from  Tadbelton,  upon  nolioe  that  a  party  of  Cohmel  Bochan*  r 
dragoens,  were  out  in  yiest  of  thqa,  tiigy  resolved  on  the  Sabbath 
OMnnHBg  to  depart.  Bat  Fei]gashill  being  nnal>le  te  walk  by  Maaon 
of  seme  birmities,  they  were  obliged  to  go  bade  with  Idas,  after 
they  liad  gone  a  little  way  from  'die  house,  and  were  ^paskended.^ 
The  wi^  and  manner  eftliis,  widi  his  answers  both  at  Ayr  aad  ha 
fore  the  <]:ouBei  at  Edinboigh,  aa  fj^f  etand  in  an  eld 
gma  under  his  own  hand,  whfle  ho  was  a  prisenor,  is 


*  In  reference  to  this  event,  the  fbDofring  extnet  from  a  nwmwrrift  HmmIt 
ofhUownlife^bjMr.  V||lbfr«  m%  ibm  %  fmmt  «>»%  iftont  ritiw  ynnef 
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ifioupe^  Mbi  Feigwhill  went  to  cIm  fiv  esd  of  the  lioine,  and  ^ 
other  twoMd  lioUowed.  Aad  era  w«  wore  wkU Jrt  die  Ibr end  of 
ity^aie<if  dbe«ieniy  ^v^n  im  tba  hoiiae.  In  sl  Iktle  jite^  ihef 
eiliiM«i4  piitw  their  iMtaeSy  aad  imnt  i»  MMt  fro  .in  the  hewe  for 
I  thenAahonri  sndifiefovttiUali  die  far  end  of  Ae  henfe. 
^e  vaet^red  vidi  oae  another  to  koe^  dese  till  thef  efaeoUl  jtm 
ewie  «ii  ii0y  eod  if  it  ihoeU  favre  pleeeed  iht  Lord  to  hevie  lud  et 
llimy  wi^  reeeilred  »c^  to  have  evned  4«n ;  hot  if  tbejr  foimd  ve 
eii^  ere  reiolved  to  fiffhty  saying  «ne  to  ae^theri  h  aras  deeth  at 
leaiig;th*  They  irentMl  oel  4^ the  houee,  and  had  their  hotata  drum 


inowt 
Wet 


'$lg&,  cMmot  but  be  lateratliig  to  the  eerioms  reader.  Tills  nuumscrlpt,  h  may  be 
fMBiatd,  «*itf  aa  I  taaew,  was  sever  published.  I4  is  is  a  seat  eld^lhshioiied 
liaiM^  eamrery  MaUr  Ttad,  andihosglL  MMmaymoim  it  hsan  wUrng  aridcuot  4/ 
bebif  quits  authentic.  «  Fnns'statii^  Iha^  the  aqth«ir*s  fiilber  tvpsal  the  fia^tle  of 
BothweO,  and  that  he  was  exeeated  on  tlie  4tii  of  Peosmber  168^  wliich  is 
known  to  be  the  date  of  HardhiU*s  execution,  and  above  all  from  the  fionowing 
statements,  as  to  the  mode  and  occasion  of  Ids  apprehension>  there  can  be  no  doubt 
thstlftwaBWilteMibf^iepeffsonto  wbom  weliavaascrtbedit.  It  appears  that 
fUw  waw  m  Urn  <iae  nfae  of  his  jaimrst  relation^  who  seated  wfHi  their  Wos4 
the  saine  testimony  /or  tMoh  Hardhill  .suflbve^.  A$nfmf^  ikm  tbers  ware  « 
Thomas  and  John  Kiahet,  be^des  sopM  othem  #f  difeeot  iwnw*  Ths  extract 
is  as  fallows : 

<*On1he  Tfhof  Nofvember  168fi,  my  ftti^  -v^A  oOktr/ittne,  was  flesired  togo 
aei  <ed  a  ssntrowsMy  in  one  of  Iktfr  Chilttian  aesistlei,  raised  by  a  p«Msn  of  a 
turbulent  and  dlTisive  spirit ;  upon  which  he  left  me  to  the  Idnd  care  of  Prori* 
denee^  and  went  on  his  intsnded  jouia^  Bat  bAoid  the  ipsndsiftj  disposal  of 
n  wonder- worldng  God !  fiir  eany  on  Sabbath  morning,  he  and  the  other  three 
jreie  seized  by  iQily  of  (he  fnem^  The  night  b^one,  I  went  to  the  ISaii  aC 
Loudon's  house ;  and  being  iwncealed  all  n%ht  In  one  of  ihe  office-houses,  in  mgr 
ijeep  I  dreamed  of  all  the  paswagfe  of  trouble  my  fiilher  was  In*  I  awoke  v^itk 
much  Bonmr^if  spirit,  «nd  imiMdiately  coee  and  eaeayed  prayer.  But  ala^  ahi% 
I  was  deady  li^eas  and  onarwbelined  with  su6h  •  flood  of  sonopw,  that  I«Hild.da 
ppthii^  aU  that  di^  but  sigh  to  the  breaking  of'  my  heart.  4t  n^lht  I  wsas  $akiai 
■into  the  hlnd*B  house,  where  two  of  the  young  ladieiv  yii-  IMj  Mvj  and  Lady  JeaOr- 
aams^  and  sat  down  by.msy  aad  seeing  me  in  such  sorrow,  asked  me  i^  I  had  got 
eny  laeict.  i(  ww  teld  them  that  I  would  eat  none  aO  that  day.  Upon  whioh 
they  opened  their  aldrt^  wherein  ih^  had  «ome  meal^  and  both  Tny  kindly  urged 
ana  to  eat.  But  I  woald  eat  none.  Xhey  asked  what  was  the  matter  with  me? 
J  tffld-their  Iiadyibips  I  knew  opt,  but  I  was  waiting  tiU  the  liord,  in  his  kind  pra« 
iddeao^  irouk)  send  me  an  inteijprtitsr.  At  wiiich  the  yow^g  ladies  burst  fortk  Into 
tears;  and  then  one  of  them  «»ys,  *  Then  X  Aust  he  that  sorrowful  interpreter,  for 
aarif,*  si^d  she^ '  thhi  morning,  for^  i^the  enemy  came  upon  yonr  i^ther,  Ceoiga 
Woodbanv  John  Feigushill,  and  Peter  Oemmil,  near  to  Fenwiek  Kirk;  <th^ 
JbuHra  iiillad  the  othar  thraflb  and  your  MbMT  hasreeei^rad aeven  wi^^ 
^Hsoner ;  and  he  is  this  nj^t  in  KiUawnock  tolbooth.*  At  the  hearing  of  whidi 
aad  jiewi  I  was  struck  to  ths  heart.  But  the  honourable  and  worthy  hwUes  now 
haartOy  symfpithbed  with  ma,  and  did  all  they  could  to  comfort  me.  But  I 
could  not  take  any  notice  of  what  they  said,  or  what  they  did.  for  audi  was  my 
aomow,  that  words  could  bav^  no  weight  with  na.  I  assse  immediately  and 
went  out  to  the  fields.  But  kind  Proridenoe  ordered  the  matter  so»  that  though 
very  dark,  I  met  with  an  eminent  Christian,  WUHam  Woodbum,  my  fitther's 
much  lionoared  friend,  who  counselled  me  to  acquiesce  in,  and  submit  to  the  sove- 
reign wUI  of  God,  <  who  win  be  a  fitther  to  the  firtherless;*  said  he,  /and  though 
yvnr  fiulisr  and  my  brotlicr  be  oar  nesr  and  dear  firiend%  yet  Uiey  are  not  too 
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<brth  ;  bnl  in  a  1Mb  time  tkey  came  back,*  tittiBo|^  one  to  i 
.cried  ioir  a  candle  to  seftfch  tiie  house  wiUi :  and  came  witioB  a  yiid 
of  us,  with  a  light  hmnoing  in  thdr  hand.  According^  to  our  for- 
mer resolotion,  we  did  resist  them,  having  only  three  ahot,  and  one 
of  them  misgiving.  Upon  this  they  fired  above  twen^-fonr  shot  it 
us ;  and  idien  we  had  nothing  else,  we  dubbed  our*  guns,  till  two 
of  them  were  quite  broken,  and  then  went  in  grips  with  them  ;  and 
when  diey  saw  they  covdd  not  prevail,  they  all  cried,  to  go  ont  and 
fire  the  house.  Upon  this  we  went  out  aner  them,  and  I  received 
six. wounds  in  the  going  out  After  which,  they  getting  notice 
what  I  was,  some  of  themselves  cried  out  to  spare  my  life,  for  ihe 
Council  had  o£fered  3000  merks  for  me.  So  they  brought  me 
towards  the  end  of  the  yard,  and  tied  my  hands  behind  my  back^ 
having  shot  the  other  tluree  to  death.  He  that  commanded  tham 
sooffin^y  asked  me,  What  I  thought  o£  myself  now  ?  I  smiled,  and 
said,  I  had  full  contMitment  with  my  lot ;  but  thought  I  waa  at  a 
loss,  that  /  was  in  time,  and  my  brethren  in  eternity.  At  this  he 
awore»  and  said  he  had  reserved  my  life  for  a  further  jndgm^it  to 
me.  >yhen  we  were  going  towards  Kilmarnock,  the  liieutenant  f 
called  for  me;  and  he  and  I  went  before  the  rest;  and  diaoonml 
soberly  about  several  things.  I  was  free  in  telling  him  what  I  Mi 
to  be  sin,  and  what  I  held  to  be  duty ;  and  when  he  came  to  KH- 
mamodc  tolbooth,  he  caused  slack  my  arms  a  little,  and  inquired  if 
I  desired  my  wounds  dressed ;  and,  at  tiie  desire  of  some  fi^ends  in 
the  town,  caused  bring  in  straw  and  some  dothes  for  John  Geoi- 


^eir  to  suffer  for  CfariM,  and  seal  Khi  noUe  and  hoaonnUe  cmat  wtA  Oclr 
Uood.  And  tiienfore  we  are  to  be  ttill  and  know  that  he  !a  God  wbo  haa  done 
this  thing.'  Upon  this  blessed  advice  and  seasonable  counsel,  the  weight  of  my 
burden  was  mueh  taken  oiT,  my  sorrow  alleviated,  and  all  fretting  at  the  di^wiaa- 
tion  prevented.  I  spent  a  part  of  this  night  in  looking  to  the  Lord,  Uiat  my  IMhcr 
might  be  remarkably  countenanced  and  strengthened  to  be  fiJthM  imtotite  dmA ; 
anent  which  I  had  much  freedom  and  satisfiiction.  Tet  there  waa  one  part  of 
my  fears  that  I  could  not  get  over,  which  was,  lest  his  body  should  be  ^piartersd 
like  worthy  RathiUet,  Jerviswood,  and  Rumbold.  And  indeed  the  eoemy  had  it 
in  their  view,  still  diunouring  all  the  time  he  was  among  their  hatA,  that  he 
ahould  be  quartered  quick.  But  behold  the  over-ruling  and  constrainiiv  power  of 
God  gloriously  displayed  in  my  &ther*8  favour ;  for  they  could  not  atrcM  Chelr 
impotent  malice  and  cmelty  to  a  greater  height  than  hanging ;  whicH  ha  auffered 
on  the  4th  of  the  next  month,  for  no  other  crime  but  his  fiuthfhl  adhercDoe  to 
God*8  work  and  interest,  and  agidnst  the  defections,  sins,  and  apostados  of  A* 
age."  W.  MnS; 

*  Here  It  was  commonly  said,  that  after  the  enemy  went  off  at  Hie  llM,  lli^ 
met  with  two  persons,  one  of  whom  told  them,  they  were  good  sedEn,  but  m 
finders,  or  somewhat  to  that  purpose ;  which  made  them  return.  It  haa  alio  Usm 
said,  that  one  of  these  men  confessed  this  at  his  death.  However  this  be,  posffe 
could  not  help  o^Merving,  that  not  many  years  ago  three  of  the  o£fiq;iringortbe  pnv 
son  blamed,  lost  their  lives  by  fire,  near  the  same  place  where  these  Ihree  gallant 
mart3rrs  were  killed*  Whether  It  had  any  reference  to  that,  God  kaoitvtk,  wo 
cannot  determine.  Only  we  may  say  ;  77&e  Lord  is  huntn  by  tkejwdgmait  he  ext* 
oOeA,  Ffcalm  ix.  16. 

f  Lieutenant  Nisbet,  a  cousin  of  our  Worthy 
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mA*  ttdtne'tolle  upon,  but  troiki  not  mSfer  bs  to  carit  oif  dor 
doihM.  On  Monday,  6n  ike  way  t6  Ayr,  he  raged  against  me, 
and  said  that  I  had»  the  Mood  ^  the  three  men  that  weiv  kOied 
yeetefday,  on  my  head :  and  that  I  waa  guOty  ef,  and  the  caoae  ef 
ill  the  tvoables  that  wen  eome  on  the  poor  l>aroiiy'  of  Cosm^ham, 
first  aad  bat.  But,  ^liMn  we  came  near  the  towa»  he  called  me  out 
from  the  rest,  and  soberly  asked  me,  What  he  shouki  s^  to  the  so* 
perior  oAecn  is  my  behalf  ?  I  told  him,  that  if  tibe  Lord  would 
keep  me  from  wroufing  tmth,  I  was  at  a  point  already  in  what  he 
pat  me  te,  aa  to  adfering.  When  we  first  entered  the  tolbooth  of 
Ayr,  there  eeme  two,  and  adced  some  ttungB  at  me^  but  they  were  to 
firae  pnrpoia  Then,  I  was  taken  out  wi&  a  gwtfd,  and  broi^ht 
before  Bnchaa*  He  asked  me,  If  I  was  at  that  oenventidef  I 
teid  him,  I  looked  npon  it  aa  my  duty.  How  many  armed  were 
there  ?  I  told  him,  I  went  to  hear  the  goi^  preadie^  and  not  to 
take  up  the  aoconnt,  of  wlnt  men  were  tbcnre.  Where  went  they  ? 
I  told  him.  It  was  move  tina  I  oonld  telL  Do  yoo  owtt  the  King? 
I  told  bias,  iddle  be  owned  the  way  and  woric  of  God,  I  thoa^ 
aoyielf  boand,  both  to  own  and  fight  for  him ;  but  when  he  quitted 
tiie  way  ef  God,  I  tbougbt  I  was  obligad  to  quit  him.  Will  you 
own  the  Ddce  of  York,  aa  Ehsg?  I  uM  him,  I  woald  not,  lor  it 
waa  both  against  my  prmoiplee  and  the  laws  of  the  nation.  Waa 
yaa  clear  to  join  with  Argyk?  I  said,  No.  He  h^  bm  long,  and 
qiakecf  manythiagg.  We  had  Ae  mnatera  throat  haad^  Popery, 
Prebcy,  P^reabyteruaiiaa^  maUgnants,  deftnaiTe  anid  oieaaiTe  arms. 


being  none  in  the  reom  but  lie  aaii  L  I  thought  it 
Me,  that  aU  the  time  from  Sabbadi  to  this  praanit,  I  had  and  have 
M  nndi  peace  asal  qantaeas  efmmd,  aaeifar  ia  my- lilew.  O  hdfr 
BBetO'praiaeHiml  fbrhealonedidil.  Ntfr,  ny  dear  friends  and 
aeqnatnteiee,  oeaae  not  to  pray  for  me  wUk  I  am  inlfae  body,  for  I 
Boay  aay  I  fear  nothii^  bat  that  through  weakaeas,  I.  wrong.tha  t«ith« 
Aiml  my  laat  advke  is,  that  ye  be  move  ^iigent  in  fiiUoWiBg  Chm* 


/  *  TUm  JohB  Gemmd  wm  hnAtv  U  the  martyr  wh»  tfCi  kOed  ■!  Bfidhad^ 
trlMN  Mn  Nisbtt  wm  apprelMiidbil,  and  btiog  l^iif  of  a  Anrer  in  a  kauw  in  the 
ftma  pavUb,  oalkd  DenriiolUag,  lie  waa  tbat  day  taken  by  aomeqf  theMine  part]^ 
tofBtlnr  whli  tbe  goodmaa  of  the  homef  Thomai  Wylie^  aod  his  soq  Williaaa 
Wyli^  lor  reset  Hiey  were  all  taken  to  'Ayr,  where  the  iaid  Thomas  VTyHe 
died.  WhOe  in  Ayr,  it  is  said,  this  John  Gemmel  dreamed  one  night  that  he 
shotiM  he  banished,  and  his  ftUow^anffvar  NardhiD,  hanged;  whibh  kosbiHingly 
caaM  to  past,  Th&f  wan  taken  to  Edlnhaifh,  and  cBamtefd,  and  tiif  fon^ 

mid  WiUbm  W|iio  waa  required  to  take  the  oath  of  alliance,  hutreftised.  They 
ordered  him  to  take  the  test  oath,  but  this  he  refused  also,  lliey  asked  his  rea- 
sons. He  said,  he  had  taken  more  oaths  ahready  than  he  had  wen  kept,  and  it 
there  should  come  a  change  of  government,  where  stood  he  tbcii  ?  Bidiop  Fater- 
•on*o  brother  came,  and  chipping  his  hand  on  hia  sfaouldetv  said,  "  WilUam,  aa  trntf 
m  Gad  is  in  the  hcsfens,  ymi*!!  oarer  sea  a  dtange  of  gwfemaMQt."  Bot  In  thia 
ha  proved  a  &lm  prophet  However,  he  and  John  Gemmel  were,  with  eleven 
more,  banished  to  Barbadoes,  and  sold  for  skives  there,  where  they  continued  for 
about  three  years,  and  at  kiat  purchased  their  liberty,  and  returned  hom«  at  the 
^Revolution.  The  ilrst  known  person  they  saw,  after  their  landing  at  Irving  was 
Lieutenant  Niebet,  by  wheat  they  had  been  apprehended. 
ScoT9  JVqrthiks,  No.  32.  I  i 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


482  SCOTS  WORTHIES. 

tian  dndefl.  Alas  1  that  I  was  aot  mora  aneeiref  feealon%  aad  Ibr^ 
ward  for  ffia  work  and  cansey  in  my  day.  Cease  to  be  jealous  one 
of  anotha*,  and  only  let  self-examination  be  BMNre  studied ;  and  tbis, 
through  his  blessing,  will  open  a  door  to  more  of  a  Christian  soul 
exercise,  and  more  of  a  soul  exercise,  through  his  blessing,  will 
keep  away  rain  jangling,  that  does  no  way  profit,  but  gives  way  to 
Satan  and  his  temptations. 

<'  When  I  came  to  Edinburgh,  I  was,  the  first  night,  kept  in  the 
gnard.  The  next  night,  I  was  brought  into  the  couneil-hoaBe,  where 
were  present  liords  Perth,  Linlithgow,  and  Bishop  Paterson,  with 
some  others.  They  said  they  lool^  upon  me  as  ao^piainled,  with 
all  that  was  done  amongst  these  rebellions  persons ;  therefore  the 
Lords  of  his  Majesty's  Privy  Council  would  take  it  as  a  great  far 
Tour,  that  I  woiiid  be  free  in  tdling  them,  what  I  knew  night  ocm- 
duce  to  the  peace  and  security  of  the  nation.  I  told  them,  when  I 
came  to  partioularg,  I  should  speidc  nothing  but  truth,  for  I  was  UMfre 
afiraid  to  lie  than  to  die :  but  I  hoped  they  would  be  so  mueh  Chris- 
tians as  not  to  bid  me  tdl  any  tiling  that  would  burden  my  conacieBce. 
Then  they  began  thus :  What  £d  ye  in  your  meetings  ?  I  ttAd 
them,  we  sung  part  of  a  psalm,  read  a  part  of  the  scripture,  and 
prayed  time  about.  Why  call  ye  them  fellowship  and  society 
meetings  ?  A.  1  wonder  why  you  adc  sndi  fnesticma,  fixr  these 
meetings  were  called  so  when  our  chuidi  was  in  her  power.  Were 
there  any  such  meetings,  at  that  time  ?  A*  Tliere  were,  in  some 
places  of  the  land.  IHd  the  ministers  of  the  place  meet  with  them, 
in  these  ?  A*  Sometimes  ^key  did,  and  semetisies  tiiey  did  not. 
What  mean  you  by  your  general  meetings,  and  what  do  yon  do  at 
them  ?  While  I  was  thinking  what  to  answer,  one  of  themaelTes 
told  them  liuire  distiaoliT  than  I  could  hare  done,  and  je^ugly 
said,  looking  to  me.  When  they  have  done,  then  they  distribute 
their  collections.  I  held  my  peace  all  the  time.  Where  keep  ye 
these  meetings  ?  ^  In  the  wildest  muirs  we  can  think  oL  Will 
you  own  the  King's  authority  ?  No.  What  is  your  reason  ?  yon 
own  the  scriptures  and  your  own  Confession  of  Faith  ?  A,  That  I 
do  with  all  my  heart.  Wby  do  you  not  own  the  King's  anthori^  ? 
(nambg  several  passages  of  Scripture,  and  that  in  the  2Sd  ebapiier 
of  the  confi^on.)  A.  There  is  a  vast  difference ;  for  he  being  a 
Roman  Catholic,  and  I  being  not  only  brought  up  in  the  Presbyte- 
rian principles  &om  my  youth,  but  also  swOm  against  Popery. 
What  is  that  to  you,  though  he  be  Popish,  he  ii  not  bidding  yon  be 
a  Papist,  nor  hindming  yon  to  Hve,  in  your  own  religion  ?  A*  The 
contrary  .does  appear;  for  we  have  not  liberty  to  hear  a  gospd 
preaching,  but  we  are  taken,  lolled,  and  put  to  the  hardest  of  8o£^- 
ings.  'Diey  said,  it  was  not  so,  for  we  might  have  the  gospel,  if 
wa  wild  principles  would  suffer  usiliThear  it.  I  said,  they  might 
say  so,  but  the  contrary  was  well  known  through  tJie  land ;  for  yo 
bflttished  away  our  faithful  ministers,  and  thrust  in  such  as  live 
rather  like  profligates  than  like  ministers,  so  that  poor  things  neitlier 
oan  nor  dare  join  with  them.  Aro  ye  dear  to  join  with  Argyle  ? 
No.     Then  one  of  them  said»  Ye  will  have  no  Kmg  but  Mr.  Jamea 
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Semndc;*  wad  aikecly  if  I  oooMned  witk  any  otber  naoMer  apom 
the  Md  than  Mr.  Renwidk:  I  told  them  I  conyerwd  with  ne 
atfa«Kr-*Aiid  a  moA&c  of  other  things  paased  tiuit  were  to  little 
paipeae. 

^  "  Thb  is  atme  hmtef  what  pawed  betwixt  them  and  me.  As  for 
theurdrinkinghealdis,  nofereseof  them  noke  of  ittome;  neither  . 
did  any  of  them  hid  me  pray  for  tibe  Kmg;  hut  they  said^  they 
kneiw  1  was  so  mndi  of  a  Christian  that  I  would  pray  for  all  men. 
I  told  ^em,  I  was  bound  to  pray  for  all,  but  prsfBi  bcong  iastiliited 
by  a  hdy  God,  ^dio  was  the  hearer  q£  prayer, .  no.  Ghrtttian  oonld 
ptay  when  erery  profligate  bade  him;  and  it  was  no  advantage  to 
their  sansey  to  soffer  snch  a  Aing. 

^^  How  it  may  be  afterwards  with  me^  I  oaimot  pontinrely  say,  for 
God  is.  a  free  SoYsveign,  and  may  come  and  go  as  he  pleasoth.  But 
this  I  oan  affirm,  that  he  has  net  forsaken  me  sinee  I  was  prisoner, 
bus  has  erer  waited  on,  td  snpply  me  imth  aU  consolation,  as  my 
necessity  reqoired ;  and  now,  when  I  cannot  by  down  my  hea^ 
nor  lift  It  wAhout  help ;  still  of  all  the  cases  I  ever  was  m,  I  had 
never  more  ebntentment.  I  can  now  give  the  cross  of  Christ  a 
noUe  «onu»endation.  It  was  always  sweet  and  fdeasant,  but  never 
80  sweet  and  pleasant  as  now.  Under  all  my  wanderings,  and  tell- 
ings, a  prison  was  still  terrifyfaig  to  me.  But  immediately  at,  and 
ever  since,  my  taking,  Christ  so  rinned  npon  me,  that  he  and  his 
ivess  are  to  me  <far  beyond  whatever  he  was  before.  Therefore  let 
none  stand  at  a  distance  fic»m  thar  duty  for  fear  «f  the.  cross,  for 
Boi^  I  can  say  firom  experience,  that  it  is  as  easy,  yea,  and  more 
sweety  te  He  in  prison  in  irons,  than  it  is  to  be  at  libeirty.  Bmt  I 
most  forbear,'! 

Upon  the  26tli,  he  was  ordered  by  the  ConncH  to  he-  prosecntecL 
Accordingly  on  the  SOth  he  was  arraigned  b^re  tlie  Jostjciary, 
his  own  confession  being  the  only  proof  against  him.  It  runs  thus : 
**  John  Nisbet  of  HardUdll,  prisoner,  confesses,  when  examined  be- 
fore the  Council,  that  he  was  at  Dnmidog,  had  anns,  and  made  nse 
of  them  againBt  the  King^s  forces ;  that  he  was  at  Glasgow ;  and 
that  he  was  at  a  fidd-meeting  within  these  two  months,  betwixt 
Eaglesham  and  Kilbride."  The  which  being  read,  he  adhered  tOy 
bnt  refosed  to  (nbscribe  it»  The  assiie  brov^ght  him  »  goiky ;  and 
the  Lords  sentenced  Imn  to  be  hanged  at  the  Giassmarket,  Decem- 
ber 44h,  betwixt  two  and  fonr  in  me  afternoon.;  his  lands,  goods, 
and  gear,  to  be  forfeited  to  the  King's  nse« 

It  was  inserted  by  the  Council  in  Ids  coidession,  that  the  reason 
why  he  conki  not  join  with  Ai^fyle,  was,  that  he  had  been  told  Ap* 
gyle  and  his  partv  were  agunst  all  kingly  government.  Mr.  Wod- 
row  thinks  ikUsfelse,  and  that  it  was  oidy  foisted  in,  by  the  €l«rk  o» 
Council.  Bnt  in  4his  he  scans  to  be  mistaken ;  for  in  one  of  Hard- 
hill's  papers,  left  behind  Mm  by  way  of  testimony,  he  gives  this  as 
the  first  reason.for  his  not  joining  with  Argvle ;  and  as  his  second, 
that  the  societies  conld  not  espouse  Argyle's  dedaration,  as  the 
state  of  the  quarrel  was  not  concerted  acoorCng  to  the  am*l^it  jplca^^ 
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of  tiie  BmMOi  nynnwlihi,«dlwMmw  H  mpmmim*mHmm^kM 
«aiiifadvifi|u 

eeafibkl  wiUi  great  courage  and  oomposnre,  and  died  m  math  awar- 
aaoe,  and  -wllii  a  joy  tHuck  ttoao  of  \m  pmoumtuwi  ooald  ntmned- 
dlowkh.  It  waaafiftDedlnf  ^trawwiioworoproHdlsfc  las  ezMB- 
tioii»  thait  tho  aaaAld  gppo  yn^f  aai  caav  dawn,  w\Uk  ied  maae  •• 
flatter  tfaaamlnom  that  hb  M  woadd,  by  law,  in  apatA  Art  fat 
bohofod  not  tfant  to  eaoapa.  iamitdteoiy  the  ioaAdd  wia  reared 
nm  and  lh&  nurtyr  eamaitad. 

In  Ua  lial.teattnMwy,  windi  »  inaartad  in  tfao  aoad  of  1l^«MMa% 
after  a  recital  of  many  choiee  acriptaM  l^rta,  wfaUi  lad  faean  mm*' 
JMftiBg  and  HniaHfawinft  to  Mm  in  tfae  Itonie  of  faii  filgrfaBtfe,  lie 
aoaee  l#  aay,  '^IJow,  my  dear  friends  in  Cfarist,  I  hkY^  vwaya, 
sinoe  ibe  pdUis  raM^tfonsn  wore  for  brbging  In  Ae  nalignanta 
andtibminlereotythengbiitiny  dnty  to  join  <witk  tin  Lard's  pao- 
plo»  in  iiHinnsin;^  vSairat  tliese  iinfel  ooonea,  and  nww  see  sfeariy, 
tint  it  has  ended  in  notUng  leas  than  tbe  makittg  m  m^t&om,  that 
we  uMy  retnm  to  BflTpt  by  the  open  doors,  timt  are  Buide  wiAe  to 
bring  in  Popeiy,  and  set  iqp idola^  in  the  Lord's  usiiwahtid  land, 
to  defile  it.  Wheraibre^  it  is  the  unqneslionaMe  and  indieiMnadde 
doty  of  dl  who  have  any  lo^  to  God,  and  to  his  Son  Jeans  CMiC, 
to  wilnessiaidifnlly,  constnMiy,  and  eonsoientionsly,  againatafi  thm 
tiie  enoniea  have  done,  or  ni«  dohig  to  the  ofertittowr  of  the  gleii- 
ons  work  of  refisnnation,  and  baaishiiig  Christ  out  of  tiMae  landi^ 
by  rabbing  him  of  Ids  crown  tigiits«  And  liowwer  it  be,  Ihat  many, 
both  ministera  and  paorftesson,  are  tnxnli^  their  bndt  apon  Cfaiat 
and  his  cause,  reproaching  and  casting  dirt  npon  yon  and  the  toUi 
moay  of  the  day ;  yet  let  not  this  wwken  yoor  famdi ;  for  laanre 
yon  it  wiH  not  be  lo^  to  the  Ibnrth  watdi,  cmd  then  he  w31  oobm 
in  garments  dyed  with  blood,  to  raias  np  savionrs  in  monnt  Sen, 
and  to  jndge  the  mount  of  Esan;  and -dien  tlie  caaoe  of  Jacob  and 
JoaephiftallbeibrfiK,  andthe  malignants,  XVelates,  snd  FipistB, 
shall  be  for  stahbie;  the  iame  thereof  Aall  be  great.  Bat  my 
genaralion^wierfc  befai^  done  wMi  my  thne,  I  go  to  him  thnt  Joved 
me ;  and  washed  mm  fhrni  dB  my  sins.^ 

He  tiwn  goes  «u  decfaaring,  tiwt  he  adhered  to  tiw  Soriptare,  Con^ 
^Bssionof  F^ath,C!aCeaysm8Lafgerand  Shotter,  and  all  the  pieces  of 
9sfoiiiations«tabedtein8cotknd,£rom  16S8,to  1649,  with  ai  Ae 
protestations,  declarations^  Ac  given  by  the  finthfU  since  that  time ; 
awns  all  thehr  appoaianoes  in  arms  at  Pendand,  Ditnnck^,  Both- 
wnll,  Airsmoss,  drc  against  Ood's  stated  onemiesi  and  the  enemies 
of  the  go^el,  and  fbr  fcingiy  goremment,  as  appoiated  and  emitted 
hi  tibe  word  of  God.  And  withal  adds,  «<  But  I  am  peiaoaded  Scot- 
land's covenanted  God  will  cot  off  the  name  of  Stnart,  becaoae  they 
have  stated  themsdves  against  religion,  reformation,  and  the  tkiv- 
ing  of  Christ's  kingdom  and  kingly  government  in  these  lands :  and 
althoogh  men  idolise  thera  so  mndi  now,  yet  ore  fcng,  there  ahafl 
be  ]|one  of  them  to  tyrannise,  in  covenanted  Britain,  any  more." 

He  then  proceeds  to  protest  against  Popery,  Prelacy,  the  granters 
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aad  BoOBfKteei  ^  the  indnlgieaoe ;  and  to  edon^  the  people  <»£  God 
to  forbear  conteiUion,  and  censwing  one  anotiier^  to  keep  i^  their 
iweet  fellowship  and  society  meetingBy  vith  vddch  he  had  been 
ionch  conAMTted.  And  conolades^  bidding  fiBrcmll  te  liii  £dlow- 
mafferersy  to  his  dear  children^  and  Christian  friends,  to  his  wander* 
iqgs  and  opntendn^  /or  troth :  welcomes  death,  ^  Aty  4>f  God, 
the  hlqsseH  owmpany  of  angds,  and  the  spiote  of  jnst  meni  hot 
above  aH,  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghos^  into,  whose  hands  ha 
CD^BSHts  his  spirit. 

Shordy  after  baring  finished  his  last  speech,  he  was  taken  out  to 
the  Council,  and  &om  that  to  the  place  of  execution.  All  the  .way 
thither  he  bad  his  eyes  Hfted  op  to  heaven.  He  appealed  inwaedly 
to  r^oice,  and  hb  &ce  was  seen  to  flow  with  jnptnre.  .He  ^ok^ 
bnt  little  till  he  came  to  the  scaffold.  When  there  he  cried  outj^ 
**  My  sonl  doth  magnify  the  Lord,  my  sool  doth  ou^gnify  the  Lerd. 
I  have  longed  these  sixteen  years  to  seal  the  pnecious  cause  and  in-* 
terest  of  precious  Christ  with  my  blood,  who  hath  answered  and 
granted  my  request,  and  has  left  me  no  more  ts  do»  but  to  come  here 
and  poor  out  my  last  prayer,  sing  forth  my  last  praises  of  him  in 
time,  on  this  sweet  and  desirable  scaffold ;  mount  thi^  ladder,  aad 
then  I  shall  get  home  to  my  Fathez's  house»  see^  enjoy,  serve.  And 
ainff  forth  the  praises  of  my  glorious  Eedeemer  tot  ever,  world 
witnout  end."  He  then  resumed  the  heads  of  his  testimony,  and 
enlai^ed  on  what  he  owned  and  disowned ;  but  the  drums  being 
beat^ little  could  be  heard ;  only  with  diificidty  he  was  heard  to  say, 
**  The  covenanted  Crod  of  Sootiand  hath  a  dreadful  storm  of  wraUi 
provided,  which  he  will  surely  pour  out  suddenly  and  unexpectedly, 
like  a  thunderbolt,  upon  these  covenanted  land^  for  their  perfidy, 
treachery,  and  apostacy ;  and  then  men  shall  say,  they  have  got  well 
away  that  got  a  scaffold  for  Christ.*^  ^  He  exhorted  iJl  to  m^e  use 
<^  Christ  for  a  hiding  place ;  for  <<  blood  shall  be  the  judgment  of 
these  lands.**  He  sang  the  first  six  verses  of  the  S4th  psalm,  and 
i^ad  the  eighth  chapter  of  the  Romans,  and  prayed  with  great  pre- 
sence of  mind,  and  very  loud.  He  then  went  up  the  ladder,  rejoic- 
ing and  praising  the  Lord.  And  so,  upon  the  4th  of  December, 
1685,  in  the  5bth  year  of  his  age,  ended  that  race,  which  he  had 
run  with  fa,i^  and  patience. 

He  was  a  man  of  strong  memory^  good  judgment,  and  great  self- 
denial.  It  is  said  of  him>  that  under  his  mdings  in  a  cave,  near  his 
house,  he  wrote  out  the  whole  of  the  New  Testament.  This  tran- 
scription he  made,  according  to  some  accounts,  from  an  old  copy, 
which  one  of  his  ancestors  is  said  to  have  written  in  the  time  of 
Popery,  when  the  scriptnres  were  not  pennitted  to  be  read  in  the 
Tulgar  tongue. 

Being  very  particular  for  the  testimony  of  the  day,  he  was  some- 
times censured  as  too  harsh  and  rugged  in  principle.  But  this  was 
altogether  groundless ;  for  in  one  of  the  forementioned  manuscripts^ 
he  has  these  words :  "  Now,  as  for  reports,  that  were  spread  of  me, 
I  declare,  as  a  dying  person  going  out  of  time  to  eternity,  that  the 
liord  never  suffered  me  in  the  least  to  incline,  to  follow  any  one  of 
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those  penom,  who  were  drawn  away  to  follow  eironeons  prindpfet. 
Only,  lOiought  it  Mi  my  duty  to  be  tender  qf  tkentj  as  they  had 
souls,  wondcHring  always  wherefore  I  was  right  in  any  measure,  aad 
they  were  left  to  ftll  in  soch  a  manner.  I  could  never  endure  to  hear 
one  creature  rail  and  cry  out  ayainst  antAher^  knowing  we  are  aH 
alike  hy  natnre."  And  afterwards,  when  speaking  of  Aigyle't 
declaration,  he  fnrtfaer  says^  <<  Let  all  beware  of  refming  to  join 
with  ministers  or  professors  on  aooonnt  of  perBonal  infirmities, 
which  are  iqpt  to  raise  prejudice  among  oertam  persons.  Bat  it 
shall  be  found  a  walking  contrary  to  the  word  of  God,  and  so  con- 
trary to  God  himself,  to  join  eiUier  with  ministen  or  prc^essors, 
that  hold  it  lawful  to  meddle  with  sinful  things ;  for  the  holy  scrip- 
tures allow  i^  no  such  thing.  He  is  a  holy  God,  and  aU  diat  name 
the  name  of  God  must  depart  ftt>m  eyiL" 

There  is  a  manuscript  drawn  up  by  him  on  what  he  calls  the 
twenty-siiL  steps  of  defection ;  wherein  he  is  most  explidt  in  proving 
from  scripture,  the  sinfulness  of  the  land's  apostacy,  both  nadonal 
and  personal,  from  the  date  of  the  public  resdu^ns  to  the  Ume  of 
his  death.  He  was,  by  some,  thou^t  too  severe  in  his  design,  of 
killing  the  prisoners  at  Dramdog.  But  in  Uiis  he  was  not  altoge- 
ther to  blame ;  for  ^e  enemy's  word  was,  '*  No  i^uarler ;"  and  we 
find,  it  grieved  Mr.  Hamilton  much,  when  he  beheld  some  of  them 
spared,  after  the  Lord  had  delivered  them  into  their  hand.  Happy 
shaU  he  be  that  rewardeth  thee  as  thou  hast  served  us.*  Yea,  HardhiU 
himself,  seems  to  have  had  dear  grounds  and  motives  for  this^  in 
one  of  the  above-mentioned  steps  of  defection. 


JOHN  CARSTAIR& 

This  eminent  individual,  who  was  the  £ither  of  Piindpal  Cantain 
so  distinguished  after  the  Revolutiim,  was  bom  on  the  6th  oi  Jan- 
uary, 162S.  He  was,  consequently,  the  cotemporary  ei  most  of 
the  Worthies  of  whom  an  account  has  already  be^  given ;  and  both 
firom  his  merits  and  his  snfierings  deserves  to  be  comaMmoraled 
along  with  them.  Of  his  parentage,  and  the  place  of  lus  both,  we 
can  give  no  account.  His  descent,  we  have  no  doi^bt,  was  highly 
respectable.  After  prosecuting  with  honour  and  success  the  vari- 
ous brandies  of  learning  at  the  university,  he  was  licensed  in  doe 
course,  and  became  one  of  Uie  ministers  of  the  Inner  High  Chnich 
of  Glasgow,  some  time  previous  to  the  year  16^  at  wlu<&  period 
he  is  mentioned  as  colleague  to  the  learned  and  pious  Mr.  Dnr- 
ham.f  With  this  excdlent  man  he  was  connected  also  by  another 
tie^  being  married  to  a  sister  of  his  wife,  who  was  the  widow  of 
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the  famous  Zachaiy'Bovd,  and  one  of  the  daughters  of  More  of 
Glanderston.  This  highly  respedahle  rdalioiiship  waa  in  no  way 
dishonoured  hy  Mr.  Carstairs'  talents  and  eharaoter.  He  is  described 
as  having  been  '^singdariy  pious ;"  and^  with  the  exam]rfe  of  his 
eminent  coUeagne  before  his  eyes,  was,  no  doubt,  equally  distiB<* 
guided  by  fiddity  and  seal,  in  the  discharge  of  his  ministerial  du- 
ties. 

In  common  with  the  great  proportion  of  his  faithful  brethren,  he 
\^BS  ousted  froin  his  living  by  the  act  of  1662.  Indeed,  he  was 
destined,  in  a  very  special  manner,  to  feel  the  e£Fects  of  that  op- 
pressive measure.  He  was  one  of  the  seven  leading  ministers  in 
the  West  of  Scothind,  whom  the  Parliament,  immediately  after, 
took  to  task,  with  the  view  of  extorting  their  acquiescenee  to  the 
institution  of  Prehu^ ;  thereby  expecting,  that  all  those  to  whom 
the  influence  of  their  example  might  extend,  would  be  led  to  com- 
ply likewise.  Being  dt^  by  the  (^lancellor  to  appear  before  him, 
and  having  obeyed  the  summons,  they  were,  first  e£'  all,  threatened 
severely  for  their  alleged  disloyal  principles,  and  particularly  for. 
some  expressions,  which,  he  said,  tby  had  used  in  preaching.  In 
reply  to  this  they  fully  vindicated  their  loyalty  in  general,  aad  de- 
sired particular  statements  to  be  made,  as  to  any  thing  blameworthy, 
in  their  sermons.  No  instances,  however,  could  be  given ;  and  the 
interview  was  closed  by  insinuations  to  the  effect  that  thdr  only 
way  of  escape  would  be,  by  complying  witli  Episcopacy.  Being 
determined  on  this  ground  not  to  yield,  tliey  were  commanded  to 
remain  at  Ekiinburgli  till  the  Parliament  should  meet.  This  they 
accordingly  did  ;  and  after  being  again  dealt  with  in  private  to  no 
purpose,  they  were  regularly  cited  to  appear,  before  that  assembly. 
There  ¥ras  stiU  no  matter,  that  could  be  formed  into  'a  libel  against 
them.  But  now,  with  the  view  of  finding  such  ground **,  they  are 
brought  before  the  Lords  of  Articles,  and,  as  a  test  of  thoir  loyalty, 
are  required  to  take  and  subscribe  the  oath  of  allegiance,  as  it  stood 
in  the  Act  of  Parliament.  Upon  tins  they  desired  time  to  advise, 
and  with  difficulty  obtained  a  few  days.  They  felt  themselves 
placed  in  a  dilemma.  On  the  one  hand,  if  they  received  the  oath 
without!  explication,  thiey  might  thereby  be  redkoned  obliged  to 
comply  vnth  Episcopacy,  as  it  acknowle<%ed  a  right  in  the  King  to 
order  the  external  govenmient  of  the  church.  On  the  other  Imd, 
if  they  refused  it  altogether,  they  feared  being  charged  with  deny- 
ing the  civil  authority  of  him,  whom  they  owned  as  their  lawM 
sovereign*  They,  therefore,  resolved  to  offer  an  explication  of 
what  they  held  to  be  implied  in  the  oath,  and  if  allowed,  to  take  it 
in  tiiat  sense :  or,  if  this  were  refused  by  tlie  legislature,  they  made 
up  their  minds,  cheerfully  to  suffer.  Having,  accordingly,  prepared 
a  statement  to  that  efiect,  in  writing,  it  was  signed  by  six  of  them, 
including  Garstairs,  and  tendered  to  the  Parliament.  Immedi- 
ately on  being  read,  it  became  the  subject  of  Uie  most  violent  dis- 
cussion. It  was  arraigned,  as  a  presumptuous  restriction  of  the  act  of 
legislature,  and  the  six  ministers  who  had  signed  were  it  immemately 
oonunitted  to  prison.    They  were  confined  three  in  a  chamber,  to 
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tibe  gKftt  pvejoMs  of  tkeir  liedib ;  and  Mobody  was  permitted  co 
hsrv  asceM  to  tiiepi.  Tfans  dicy  covtiBoed  for  seTertl  w^eks,  during 
wliiek  grest  pMni  w«re  taken  to  isdaoe  them  to  take  up  ihmr  pa^ 
pe»  aad  aw«ar  the  oath  9m  it  stood  Amongst  othen,  the  pious  and 
exseilent  Leighton,  a  fare  ezeeptiony  eerteialy,  to  the  bidHips  of 
those  iKf^f  ms  sent  to  reason  witli  tbsm.  Bat  under  ev^ory  apf^- 
cation  of  art  and  of  argument,  they  remained  unshaken  in  their  por^ 
pose.  At  length  it  came  to  n  Toto  whether  to  indict  them  erimi- 
mdly  or  banish  Uiem ;  and  ite  ktter  hairing  oBrried,  they  were  cob- 
denmed  to  hear  eompaay  with  their  hvethnn,  ex9ed  tli&  preceding* 
year,  aad  to  remain  in  conintment  tttl  the  time  of  their  departm:^ 
should  be  ftxed  upon  by  the  CoandL  Mean  toM,  howerer,  the 
Commiasieiier^s  ra^  against  them  boring  cooled  a  little,  and  more 
moderate  viewsi  being  ad(>]>leJ  wltli  i  e.-^pect  U>  iliijiu,  iLey  Wg.iu  to 
be  treaded  with  greater  lenity.  They  were  favoured  with  more  li- 
berty, in  their  confinement.  Their  friends  were  admitted  to  see 
them,  and  some  of  them,  particiilaHy  Mr.  Carstairs,  even  allowed 
to  go  into  the  country,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health.  Indeed,  so 
rigorous  had  been  the  treatment  to  which  they  were  exposed,  that 
cren  before  the  above  sentence,  he  fell  so  dangerously  ill  in  conse- 
qoenoe  of  it,  that,  upon  the  testimony  of  physicians,  he  was  senft 
to  reside  at  Dalkeith.  He  thus  escaped,  for  a  time,  the  decision 
which  Was  ultimately  come  to  with  respect  to  his  five  brethren.* 
They,  it  tjteems,  remained  at  the  command  of  the  Council  till  tho^ 
Pte'liarai'nt  rose ;  wlioii,  at  the  desire  of  the  prelates,  they  were 
dtauded  of  their  charges,  deprived  of  their  livings,  and,  in  terms 
of  the  recently  passed  enactment,  banished  from  the  bounds  of 
the  Presbyteries  where  they  had  severally  resided. 

It  would  appear  that  Mr.  Carstairs,  though  not  included  by  name 
in  this  sentence,  did  not  resume  his  duties.  He  seeing  to  have  regard-* 
ed  himself  as  ousted  from  his  church,  either  by  this  or  some  other 
deed  of  Council,  as  is  evident  from  a  letter  of  his,  written  on  the 
occasion  now  about  to  be  described.  His  mode  of  life,  during  tlie 
two  years  following  his  release  from  confinement,  seems  to  have  been 
pecnSarly  f[uiot  and  inotK:.:  c.  All  his  circumspection,  however, 
could  not  prerent  hi»  enemier  from  assmning  a  pretext,  again  to 
trouble  and  oppress  him.  Being  called,  in  the  spring  ol  1664,  by 
the  most  earnest  inritadon,  to  risit  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Wood 
of  St  Andrews,  then  dying;  and  hanag  signed,  as  a  witness,f  tothe 
testimony  wfaich  that  eminent  saint  emitted  in  his  hearing ;  he  was 
immediately  after,  at  the  instigation  of  the  primate,  whose  vile  in- 
sinuations, with  respect  to  the  deceased,  that  testimony  belied,  dted 
to  appear  beibre  the  CoundL  With  this  dtaden,  which  charged 
him  most  unjustly,  with  keeping  couTentides,  and  disturbing  the 
pabKc  peace,  he  thought  it  prudent,  for  many  reasons,  not  to  comply. 
But,  that  his  non-complianoe  might  not  be  attributed  to  oontuntacy* 
disloyalty,  or  any  wrong  raotiye,  he  ¥rr©to  a  letter  to  the  Chanod  • 
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lor»  YindkaCiiig  Ui  oondnct  aad  dyuMlor,  from  As  impotetiovur 
broQgkt  agamft  him;  and  giving  a  mofi  iniaiMliiig  mooqiiI  of  the. 
drcwnstancet,  attendant  on  the  enuasion  of  Mr.  Wood'«  tactimonf. 

Whither  he  betook  himself  after  this,  we  have  no  means  ot  ascer- 
taining. The  next  notiea  which  we  hare  of  him  i«  in  the  year  1666. 
Beaiding,  during  the  preyioos  two  year%  among  some  friends  in  the 
West,  it  would  appear  he  was  iadnoed  by  their  importanity»  and  modi 
against  his  own  inind,  to  join  the  party  whot  under  the  Erection  of 
More  of  Caldwell,  and  Kerr  of  Keniand,  prooeeded  to  join  the  insur- 
gents at  Pentlaad.  This  poiiy,  it  is  well  Jmown,  was  pneTented»  hy 
the  interrention  of  Dalsiers  army,  from  joining  thoir  frieiids,  atid 
separated  OB  die  way.  Mr.  Cafstoirs  after  this»  with  many  of  bis  fel- 
low-sufferers, fled  to  Hollaad,  the  great  resort  of  the  peneoated  in 
those  dftyv,  and  there  he  remained  till  the  year  1672.  Iinmediatelyon 
his  reCom,  towards  the  end  of  that  year,  he  was  cited  before  the 
Council,  but  en  findii^  caotion  to  appear  when  called  igwn|  imder 
the  penal^  of  two  thousand  marks,  was  in  the  mean  time  liberated. 

Here  again  we  lose  sight  of  onr  Worthy  for  a  seaeom  and  it 
k  not  till  the  year  1680,  duit  he  is  agaia  brought  into  pnblio 
Tiew.  In  consequence  of  some  expressions,  in  letters  and  papers, 
found  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Skene,  who  was  exeeoted  m  that 
year,  Mr.  Carstairs  was  suspected  of  fiiTonring  the  prinoi]^  ^d 
doctrines,  (some  of  them  no  doubt  very  extraTagant,  and  untenable,) 
for  whidi  that  indiridual  was  condenmed.  Upon  this  he  was  called 
before  the  Commissiom,  but,  clearing  himsdf  of  the  sospicioBS 
enteitaiaed  of  him,  by  the  strongest  protestations  against  the  prio- 
cq>les  referred  to,  and  owning  the  lawful  authority  of  the  King»  h# 
was  again  set  at  liberty.  It  will  no  doubt  occur  to  the  reader,  as 
being  not  a  Utde  wonderful,  that  during  such  a  protracted  period,  he 
and  his  fellow-suflerers  in  similar  drcmnstanoes,  were  able  to  pro- 
core  a  subsistence  for  themselves  and  ftuoilies,  after  beii^  fBxdiuied 
from  their  livings.  For  this,  it'wonld  appear,  they  were  indebted 
mainly  to  the  kindness  of  friends,  and  the  goodness  of  providenosw 
Mr.  Carstairs  indeed  was  invited  in  the  year  1677,  to  beoMue  patior 
of  the  Presbytman  church  at  Rotterdam.  But  this  wppointmenthe 
dediaed,  and  it  was  afterwards  acoepled  by  Mr.  Robert  Fleming; 
who  had  been  minister  at  Cambnslaag. 

After  this,  the  next  notice  which  oocon  of  Mr.  Carstairs,  refers 
to  the  year  1781.  From  this  it  may  he  inferred,  that  the  place  of 
his  usual  residence  about  that  period,  was  Ediaburgh.  In  July  of 
that  year,  we  are  informed,  that  the  fieri  of  Rothes  being  on  bis 
death-bed,  ^  af^peared  concerned  about  views  of  etemSty/ana  that  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Carstairs,  upon  his  desire,  waited  ap<m  him,  and  prayed 
with  him,  the  duke  of  Hamilton  and  many  others  of  his  noble  r^ 
lations  being  present;  and  that  few  were  present  without  being 
aflected  very  senriUy."*     It  is  said,  that  the  Duke  of  York,  on 


*  A  aomewhat  different  zektioB  of  thif  fact  is  giren  in  a  note  to  tbe  life  o) 
Cargill  i  tlie  difleranoe,  howerer,  it  triflinif,  and  do^  not  materially  affect  the  fiMt 
iteeir.  I 
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hearing  that  Presbyterian  tnioigteri  had  been  wilik  tte' Chaoedlory 
uttered  this  remaricable  exprenipn,  ^that  all  Scotland  were  cdlher 
Ihre9b3rterian  throogh  their  life,  or  at  their  death,  profeaa  what  they 
wonld.'' 

During  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  it  wonld  H^pear,  that  Mr. 
Garstairs  employed  himself  oocasionallyy  in  preparing  for  the  press,* 
the  works  of  some  of  his  eminent  friends.  He  had  already  in 
1658>  ushered  into  the  worid,  by  a  very  interesting  preface,  the  excd- 
lent  work  of  Mr.  Durham  on  the  Revelation.  In  1682,  we  find  hira 
peiforming  die  same  office,  in  regard  to  his  sermons  on  die  fifVy- 
third  duqpter  of  Isiuah,  which  he  dedicated  to  Eari  Grawfurd.  He 
took  a  deep  interest  in  the  publication  of  Calderwood*s  history,  and 
from  hb  correspondence  with  M^Ward  relatire  to  that  woric,  it 
appears,  that  he  wrote  the  pre&ce  to  it.  He  also  wrote  a  pr^use 
to  Durham's  "  Unsearchable  riches  of  Christ,"  and  from  the  fiAow- 
ing  expressions  in  a  postscript  to  that  prefaioe,  dated  Febraary  4^ 
1685,  and  from  other  circumstances,  it  is  probable  he  died  soon 
afier,  perht^  the  following  year.  <^I  heartily  wish,"  says  he, 
'<  that  this  mite  of  sendee,  may  be  acceptable  to  the  saints,  it  being 
not  improbable,  that  it  may  be  the  last  service  of  this  kind,  that  I 
shall  have  access  to  do  them." 

What  fc^ows,  is  contained  in  a  manuscript  preserved  in  the  Ad- 
vocates* Library  at  Edinburgh : — <<  The  last  words  of  Mr.  John  Car- 
stairs,  sometime  minister  of  the  gospel  at  Glasgow,  as  they  were 
taken  frt>m  his  own  mouth  when  a-dying,  Anno  1685  or  1686,  by 
Mr.  William  Crighton,  sometime  minister  of  the  gospd  at  Edin- 
burgh." 

^  Being  asked  how  it  was  with  him,  he  answered,  that  he  laid 
aside  all  his  duties  and  all  his  performances  whatsoever,  and  that  he 
had  betaken  himself  to  the  ri^^iteousness  of  Jesus  Qirist  and  rested 
thereon;  and  that  thereby  he  concluded  that  within  a  little  he 
should  be  as  well  and  mudi  better  than  ever  in  the  best  frtune  of 
soul  he  was  in,  being  made  holy  as  God  is  holy,  and  knowing  him 
as  he  was  known  of  him.  Being  asked  as  to  the  puUic  matters  of 
God,  and  the  times,  he  said  that  it  was  a  very  great  depth ;  '  but  if 
I  be  not  hr  mistaken  of  the  word  and  ways  of  €k>d,  the  heart  of 
God  is  not  towards  these  men  ;  and  that,  notwithstanding  all  their 
successes  and  prevailing^  of  a  long  time,  against  the  people  and 
work  of  God.*  He  was  persuaded,  tandem  bona  causa  trhmphabii^ 
(that  at  length  the  good  cause  would  triumph.)  He  exhorted  all 
his  friends  to  walk  humbly  with  God,  to  lay  on  the  dust  before  hhn, 
to  wait  patiently  on  him,  and  to  shun  all  manner  of  compliance  with 
this  generation,  the  sooner  the  better,  the  straiter  the  better,  the 
more  universal  the  better.  For  himself,  he  blessed  the  Lord  that  he 
had  in  some  measure  preserved  him ;  for  God  had  made  him  many 
a  time  willing  to  have  had  his  head  upon  the  blods,  if  so  be  God 
had  called  him  thereunto.  He  said,  he  blessed  the  Lord  he  had 
these  twenty  or  thirty  years,  no  chaJleuges  for  any  mints  he  had 
made,  at  the  service  of  the  Lord  in  the  gospel ;  but  he  had  made 
many  for  his  shortcomings  therein.     He  left  his  children  and  family 
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on  €rod,  wlio  had  giren  him  them,  and  would  be  their  portion.  *  If 
it  were  possible,  that  C^irist  and  his.  interest  in  the  world  conld 
ram,  I  had  mndi  rather  and  fall  with  him,  (said  he,)  than  stand  with 
any  or  all  the  powers  in  the  world ;  bnt,  as  I  am  persuaded  that 
these  cannot  perish,  so  I  am  confident  in  the  Lord,  these  shall  re- 
Tive  in  all  the  churches  of  Christ.'  '** 

Thus  it  appears  that  Mr.  Carstairs  was  a  martyr  in  purpose,  if 
not  in  reality,  and  that  at  death,  as  in  life,  he  bore  the  most  ample 
and  consistent  testimony  to  that  covenanted  system,  of  religions 
truth,  and  ecclesiastical  government,  for  which  he  had  lost  so  much 
earthly  (x>mfort,  and  for  which  many  of  hb  brethren  had  su£Eered 
martyrdom  I  . 


JOHN  BLACKADDfiR-t 

Mr.  Blackaddkr  was  the  lineal  descendant,  and  rq>resentatire  of 
the  ancient,  and  honourable  family  of  Tulliallan,  and  heir  in  right 
to  the  baronage  of  that  name.  His  grandfather,  Adam  Blackadder 
of  BlairhaD^  having  married  Helen,  daughter  of  the  celebrated 
Robert  Pont,  mimster  of  St  Cuthbert's,  Edinburgh,  left  behind  him 
as  the  only  fhiit  of  that  marriage,  John  Blackadder  the  fsther  of 
our  Worthy,  who  was  his  eldest  son,  and  bom  in  the  year  1615. 
The  place  of  his  birth  b  uilcertatn,  and  of'  his  early  history  very 
little  has  been  recorded.  He  himself  mentions,  that  he  studied  at 
Glasgow,  under  Principal  Strang,  who  was  ^  his  maternal  uncle. 
Under  his  auspices  it  is  probable,  that  his  clerical,  as  well  as  literary 
studies,  were  conducted,  as  Mr.  Strang  filled  the  theological  chair 
until  1640. 

His  talents  and  attunments,  whatever  they  were,  seem  to  have 
ffained  him  no  acadraaical  distinctions,  beyond  his  fellows,  and  he 
has  left  no  specimens  that  can  enable  us  to  judge  of  his  literature. 
At  what  time  he  took  his  degree,  or  terminated  his  studies,  is  no* 
where  mentioned ;  bnt  with  the  advantages  he  possessed,  we  may . 
conjecture,  that  when  he  quitted  his  unde*s  tuition,  ha  was  not  un- 
prepared for  the  duties  of  his  profession.  He  could  not  be  deficient 
in  classical  or  biblical  learning,  and  was  in  no  great  danger'  of  hav' 
ing  contracted,  any  material  flaw  in  his  theology.  Although  episoo* 
pacy  was  then  in  its  aenith,  it  is  not  likely  that  he  was  either  tine* 
ture^  with  its  sentiments,  or,  that  he  conformod  to  its  ceremonies. 


•  MuraMript  zzzUI.  Jae.  L  25.  act.  119.  M  quoted  by  Dr.  M'Crie,— Life  «f 
Veitch.  pp.  16,  17. 

t  With  regard  to  this  memoir,  the  Editor  hai  tbous^t  proper,  to  depart  from 
bb  maal  plan,  and,  instead  of  amending  and  enlarging  the  old  text,  to  inpplj  one 
Ainiost  entirely  new.  Thii  he  haa  done,  by  simply  abridging  Mr.  Crichion*s 
memoirs  of  Blackadder,  a  work  lately  publldied,  and  which  wdl  deserves,  ^  It 
will  richly  repay,  the  peraml  of  etcry  admirer  of  the  Soots  Worthies. 
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There  was  s  notional  aoUpathy  to  theae  wUoh  neter'oonjd  be  ood# 
qnered.  The  piinciplea  of  presbytery  remained  imextingiiiflhed» 
amidst  all  the  innovations  madd  on  its  forms.  In  the  univ^^ty  of 
Glasgow,  there  were  both  r^nta  and  stodents  who  testified  theb 
aversion  to  the  prelatic  ritual,  by  withdrawing  from  religions  ordi* 
nances,  because  they  could  not  submit  to  the  postnre  of  kneeling, 
in  receiving  the  sacrament  of  the  supper. 

Mr.  Blackadder  having  passed  trials,  and  obtained  the  stamp  of 
the  church  on  his  qualifications  for  the  ministry,  received  «  call,  in 
1652,  to  the  parish  of  Troqueer,  near  Dumfiies.  His  connection 
with  that  part  of  the  country  was  probably  through  soiae  relations 
he  had  there.  His  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1646,  b^onged  to 
Dumfries ;  and  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Haning,  a  wealthy  and 
respectable  merchant. 

About  the  time  he  became  a  licentiate,  the  fierce  disputes  between 
Resolutioners  and  Protestors  had  begun  to  irritate  and  divide  the 
church.  Vacancies  were  keenly  contested,  both  parties  being  eager 
to  promote  their  own  fwction  i  and  's^ements  Vrere  sometimes  ob- 
structed by  violent  and  unseemly  tumults.  But  so  acceptable  were 
his  probationary  specimens  as  a  pi^aoher,  liiat  his  admission  to  Tro- 
queer met  not  a  single  exception.  He  was  nominated  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  the  people.  He  received  ordination  from  the 
presbytery  of  Dvmfries,  and  was  admitted  to  his  benefice  Jnne  7, 
1653. 

Mr.  Blackadder  commenced  his  labours  with  a  resolution  to  en- 
force rigidly  the  discipline  of  the  church.  His  first  exertions  were 
directed  to  the  suppression  of  profaneness  and  ininiorality  among 
the  people.  In  this  work  of  renovation,  it  was  necessary  to  be^fn 
with  the  eldership,  who  had  li^psed  into  the  vices  of  the  tame,  and 
Sttfiered  aU  sessional  discipline  to  fall  into  decay.  Having  therefore 
oiganised  the  session  to  his  mind,  Mr.  Blackadder*s  next  anxiety 
was  the  state  of  his  parishioners.  As  they  had  been  little 
aocostomed  to  discipline,  he  resolved  to  acquaint  them  with 
its  end  and  use;  and  to  lay  the  moral  axe  to  tlie  root  of  the 
evil,  he  commanded  the  session  records  to  be  produced,  and  all  who 
were  then  under  process,  or  in  arrears  of  gcandal^  to  be  cited  anew. 
He  appointed  teachers  to  expound  die  scripture  to  weak  capacities 
and  reason  with  heretical  persons.  He  instituted  weekly  preachings, 
and  gave  regularly  two  sermons  each  Sabbath.  His  Sabbath  dis- 
conrsea  were  calculated  chiefly  for  their  instruction  in  the  elemen- 
tary parts  of  religion,  the  depravity  of  man,  and  redesaption 
through  the  atonanent  of  Jesus  Chnst.  His  weekly  exerdses 
w^re  addressed  to  converts,  for  building  them  up  in  faith  and  new** 
ness  of  life :  and  so  popular  did  these  become,  that  not  only  his 
own  congregation,  *^  but  several  honest  and  gpdly  persons  from 
other  parishes  attended  them.*' 

He  exhorted  all  that  could  read,  to  provide  themselves  with  bibles  ^ 
and  those  who  could  not,  to  go  and  hear  the  scriptures  read  in 
neighbouring  families.  Every  half-year  he  catechised  the  parish, 
and  visited  private  families   as   oflen.       In   these   examinations, 
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which  he  did  not  peribnn  <'in  a  slight  and  OT«rly  manner," 
be  studied  not  merely  the  edification,  but  the  temper  and  dispositiont 
of  the  people.  To  cultivate  a  religious  intercourse  in  this  way, 
appeared  to  him  not  less  useful,  and  no  less  essential^  than  to  incul-' 
cato  instructions  from  the  pulpit. 

He  formed  a  plan>  with  two  of  his  brethren,  Mr.  Welch  of  Iron- 
gray,  and  Mr.  Johnstone  of  Lochrutton,  of  occasionally  visiting 
each  other's  parishes.  Hiis  he  proposed  to  the  presbyterv  as  a 
general  overture,  to  which  they  did  agree.  These  united  labours 
were  attended  with  considerable  success.  "  Much  real  effect  and 
fruit  followed  them,  both  in  the  conversion  of  sinners  and  the  con- 
firmation of  believers.  He  also  instituted  societies  or  meetings  for 
family  prayer  and  Christian  fellowship.  At  these  conferences,  he 
chose  to  preside  himself,  thinking  his  attendance  necessary,  at  least 
'<  until  they  should  be  bred  to  manage  that  duty  aright,  and  with 
that  decorum  and  godly  prudence  which  the  solemnity  required." 

These  pious  exertions  had  the  happiest  effect  on  the  morals  of 
the  parish.  Scarcely  two  years  had  elapsed,  when  a  visible  refor- 
mation was  accomplished  in  the  suppression  of  vice  and  dissemina- 
tion of  religious  Imowledge.  Household  prayer,  formerly  little  ia 
uae,  became  familiar  and  easy,  and  an  accession  of  numbers  was . 
gained  to  the  congregation. 

Visitation  of  the  sick  was  a  department  of  his  ministry  on  which 
be  bestowed  much  attention.  At  all  times,  day  and  night,  he 
was  vemdy  to  visit  the  house  of  mourning.  He  blamed  the  tardy 
humanity  of  friendS)  who  defbr  clerical  assistance  till  earthly  reme* 
dies  have  lost  their  power,  and  then,  as  a  last  resource,  and  when 
ev-ery  other  refugB  failB,  apply  to  the  consolations  of  religion.  The 
■laa  ^f  Qod  is  thus  importuned  to  repair  to  the  couch  of  afflic- 
tion ;  to  support  the  dying  man  under  the  agonied  of  dissolution, 
BB  if  prayer  could  fit  him  for  heaven  by  a  charm,  or  operate 
uM  a  safe  and  expeditious  absolution  before  stepping  into  eter- 
nity. It  was  lest  this  prevalent,  but  mistaken  notion,  should  ren- 
der his  visits  fruitless,  that  he  chose  rather  to  anticipate  messages 
of  invitation ;  convinced,  that  when  taken  in  time,  occasions  of 
diitiiBss  may  be  made  subservient  to  the  best  purposes.  The  pro- 
per discharge  of  this  duty  appeared  to  him  one  of  the  most  difficult 
and  delicate  parts  of  his  work  It  required  prudence  to  suit  his 
addresses  to  the  different  tempers  and  circumstances  of  men ;  to 
speak  home,  to  their  conscience  with  fireedom,  but  with  discretion ; 
to  warn  the  sinner  of  his  peril  without  exciting  unnecessary  alarm ; 
to  unfbld  the  promised  of  ^vine  grace,  so  as  to  leave  no  encourage- 
ment for  presumptuous  hopes,  or  groundless  security.  Even  when 
oorapdldd  to  assume  the  sternness  of  rebuke,  he  strove  to  avoid 
harainess  of  expression ;  to  temper  his  censure  with  kindness,  that 
it  might  be  seen  to  proceed  firom  concern  rather  than  displeasure, 
aad  l^t  it  might  not  inflict  an  additional  pang  on  a  soul  already 
chastened  and  bleedinfi%  With  the  obstinate  and  incorrigible,  he 
studied  less  delicacy.  Though  it  was  painful  and  disagreeable  to  per- 
fdrm  th«  office  of  an  accuser,  yet  he  chose  rather  to  speak  severe 
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truths  with  felactaaoey  than  leave  any  to  expire  in  hopelest  and  har* 
dened  hiflensibility.  The  attempt  might  be  onproinlsing,  perhaps 
frnitless,  but  he  had  done  his  part ;  and  if  sinners  preferred  to  Tea- 
tore  on  the  liazard  of  eternal  perdition,  they  might  depart,  at  1eas^ 
with  confusion  on  their  hce  and  a  witness  in  theor  oonscienoe.    - 

In  ordinary  intercourse  with  his  people,  Mr.  Kackaddier  win 
reserred.  His  company  was  frequenliy  requested  at. feasts^  nar- 
riages,  and  baptisms ;  but  he  judged  it  more  becoming,  in  geneval, 
to  decline,  yet  always,  by  *"  giving  a  discreet  refusaL** 

Such  is  an  outline  of  Mr.  Blackader's  nlinistry  at  Troqueer,  dar- 
ing an  incumbency  of  nine  years.  And  .thus  he  oontinuea  ftithftdly 
to  discharge  the  trust  committed  to  him,  until  he  was,  with  many 
others  of  his  £uthful  brethren,  thrust  out  by  the  act  of  Glasgow,  ih 
1662.  This  act  was  preceded  by  several  encroachmenfei,  on  the 
liberties  of  the  church,  well  calcukted  to  excite  the  suspiiion  aad 
alarm  of  the  Mthful  ministers.  The  moment  these  encroachments 
were  announced,  Mr.  Kackadder  was  at  his  post,  to  sound  a  warn- 
ing firom  the  watchtowers  of  Idrad.  As  he  judged,  it. better  to 
inspire  his  flock  with  right  sentiments,  thAn  to  put  instruments  of 
defence  into  their  hands,  he  resolved  **  to  handle  tiie  subject  of 
church  government  in  a  familiiur  way,  especially  aa  he  fovnd  diem 
ignorandy  deficient  in  some  of  tiiese  points."  Tliree  Sabbath  after- 
noons in  succession  he  devoted  to  the  elucidation  of  this  topic, 
**ia  which  he  demonstrated  from  scripture  the  unlawfidneaa  of 
prelacy,  and  cleared  the  divine  right  of  presbytery  as  to  ita  sdb- 
stanoe ;  proving  it  to  be  the  form  neai'est  to  the  apostolic  ages^  and 
the  practice  of  the.earliest  Christians." 

Tlie  last  Sabbath  6n  which  he  was  occupied  in  mafciag  these  poli- 
tical commentaries,  was  the  day  ^May  4,  1662)  that  the  new 
bishops  were  to  be  consecrated  at  Eoinburgh.    The  r^^  of  thia 
intended  oeremony.  having  arrived,  Mr.  Blackadder  turned  the  atten- 
tion of  his  audience  more  pointedly  to  the  subject. .  In  the  oondn- 
sion  of  the  sennbn,  he  entered  his  protest  before  tiie  whole'  congre- 
gation, addressing  them  in  the  .foflowing  wb^rda. — **  Ye  have  jist 
heard  from . tlie . word  of  Gpd,  that  this.prehicy  has  no  wmiraBi 
therefrom,  but  b  contrary  thereto;  and  that  these  thrm  nations 
have  abjured  tiie  same  in  a  solemn  covenant  with  God    Yet  we 
hear  it  is  intended  to  bring  in  prelacy  again,  and  obtrude  it  npon 
this  poor  churdi,  as  they  have  done  already  in  Bngland.    We  hear 
also  that  the  prelates  are  to  be  consecrated,  as  they  call  it,  tlua  day 
in  the  Abbey  Church  at  Edinburgh,  by  some  who  went  to  Bingland 
to  get  consecration  there :  and,  therefore,  I,  as  amember  and  mi- 
nister of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  do  sdemnly  dedare  and  enter  my 
dissent  in  heaven  against  this  dreadful  course  of  defeetion ;  and  do 
protest,  that  I  may  be  free  of  this  grievous  guilt,  and  of  all  the  aad 
consequences  and  disasters  that  may  follow  the  inbringing  ni  pre- 
lacy upon  tiiis  church;   whereof  I  require  yon  all,  my>pren«t 
hearers,  to  witness." 

The  pariiament  had  ordained  tlie  29th  of  May  to  be  obeervod  as 
a  religious  anniversary,  for  commemorating  the  king's  biith,  r  smd 
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<<  Ue«ged  resUmradon.'*  These  events  h^ypening  on  the  nune  day, 
hj  design  or  accident,  were  marked  among  other  presages  of  intnre 
fp^nj*  This  act  was  the  first  lliat  cr^ited  general  distorbanee, 
**  and  became  the  cause  of  many  an  honest  man's  suffering."  The 
mesbytery  of  Dnmfirws  gave  it  a  dedded  and  nnanimoos  refiisal ; 
la  the  first  place,  because  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  rales  and 
usage  of  the  church*  But  the  act  was  objectionable  on  other 
grounds,  since  in  the  preamble,  their  whole  proceedings  for  twenty- 
tivee  years  were  denominated  rebellion.  To  admit  this  was  to  con* 
dona  all  they  had  done  for  their  religious  liberties,  and  to  transfer 
to  themselres  all  the  Uood  shed  in  the  dyil  wars. 

The  determination  of  the  presbytery  reached  the  Commissioner, 
who  deqiatched  a  military  force  to  Dumfries,  with  instractions  to 
r  hring  the  whole  of  the  refractory  court  prisoners  to  Edinburgh,  A 
•  troop  of  fifty  horse,  under  Captain  Scott,  arrired  on  Saturday  after- 
noon ;  but  found  that  serend  of  the  ministers  had  departed  for 
Sdinboigh,  ta  consult  with  their  friends  privately  on  this  «ner- 
gency.  Among  these  were  the  two  ministers  of  Dumfries,  Mr. 
Campbdl  and  Mr.  Henderson.  In  their  absence,  Mr.  Kackadder 
was  requested,  by  the  magistrates,  to  simply  the  vacancy,  and  had 
ooneentod  to  preach.  But  on  the  arrival  of  the  mUitary,  the  coun- 
cil ^dged  it  advisable  to  dispense  with  his  services,  ^'fearing  he 
midit  come  to  haaard  by  his  free  speaking."  He  was  not,  however* 
to  be  deterred  by  this  finendly  caution  from  stating  his  sentiments 
bddly  in  hh  own  dmrch.  Expecting  a  visit  from  ^  the  gentlemen 
of  the  guard,"  he  caused  the  gallery  to  be  cleared  and  kept  empty 
fer  their  aocommodalaon.  In  the  dioosing  and  handling  of  his  sub- 
ject, Hosea  ix.  10—12.  he  gave  his  congregation  to  understand  tiiat 
he  would  not  permit  his  free  speech  to  be  intimidated  or  restrained 
by  the  presence  of  such  unusual  auditors.  The  remarks  more  es- 
pecially appKcahle  to  the  occasion,  he  reserved  to  the  condosion  of 
Ilia  disoome,  wherdn  he  adverted  pointedly  to  those  abominations 
that  wflse  ihe  causes  oi  God's  deoarture,  and  stated  some  of  the  sad 
prognostics  of  this  alienation,  and  denounced  the.  prophedcal  woea 
of  the  text  against  the  instruments  of  these  fatal  defections^  The 
guard  sat  jriUi  composure,  but  there  were  great  apprehensions  he 
would  be  seised  between  sermons.  He  returned,  however,  to  the' 
manse  unmolested,  and  finished  his  afternoon's  discourse,  which  was 
delivered  in  the  same  style  of  intrepid  observation,  without  suffer- 
ing die  smallest  interruption.  The  audience  was  calmly  dismissed 
to  "  the  admiration  of  some,  and  the  disiq^pointment  of  others  more 
malt^ioMsly  diqKMed."  ^<  The  gentlemen  of  the  guard  courteously 
saluted  thd  minister,"  showing  no  symptoms  of  irritation,  and  ofler- 
mg  no  violence  to  his  person. ' 

On  Monday  an  order  was  seat  round  to  all  the  dergy,  within  the 
bomds,  to  present  themselves  before  the  commander,  and  march 
next  day  as  prisoners  to.  Edinburgh.  This  proving  inconvenient, 
Tuesday  being  the  usual  meetmg  o(  the  preri^rtery,  *^  his  Lordship" 
was  gMciously  entreated  to  postpone  their  departure  till  Wednt^s- 
day.  When  the  business  of  the  court  was  fimshed,  the  ministers, 
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at  th^  eastern  was,  )repMred  to  the  inn  to  dine.  After  dinlMt^  four 
of  the  gttitlemen  ef  the  goard  wait^  upon  them  in  an  a^l^miag 
f^Mrtment,  to  know  their  minds  relative  to  theii*  btended  joonMf  • 
Thfiy  trere  pdlkelf  asked  to  Join  the  brethren^  and  taste  of  the 
t>efeli^y  lAkk  was  the  ordinary  o^ndusion  of  their  gntver  db* 
ewsionft.  This  dvfl  invitaltiea  Was  readily  aocepted>  and  the  bnslr 
Bess  of  their  mission  amicaUy  arraogped.  Tb^  captlun,  fearing  a  tn^ 
nrolty  as  he  had  come  upon  an  nngracious  Errand,  requested  thai 
they  would  prrratiely  leare  the  town  by  ten  o'dMc  nmtf  maminy  t 
he  and  his  men  betAg  to  follow  at  a  conrenient  distance*  Ob  the 
way,  they  "  carried  rery  ioberlv,  abd  bdihyed  with  abondaat  diaara* 
tion^"  ginngr  ^^  ministers  liberty  to  tak^  lodgings  where  thev 
pleased,  sending  only  an  eseort  of  horsekiea  to  conduct  thsm  baoK 
to  the  party  next  morning.  When  within  half  a  mile  of  E^nlnugiif 
the  commander  desired  them  to  ride  in  before  him,  and  enter  tiw 
eity  by  themsehres,  as  he  was  unwilling  to.  be  eaEpoaed  to  |»epBlar 
clamour  on  their  account,  and  felt  ashamed  of  his  commiswoB,  that 
obliged  hhtt  to  treat  them  as  prisoners.  The  minister%  thm^Ba* 
thii^  afiraid  to  give  their  testimoiiy  all  possible  notoriety^  i 
this  proposal,  promising  to  alight  and  remain  at  his  inn. 

Middleton,  aj^wized  of  their  arrival,  sent  ordersi  wkh  ] 
to  the  prisoners  to  dioose  theor  ladgiqgs  wherever  it  migi 
convenient,— nmly  to  Confine  ihemsdves  drictly  to  their 
till  called  for.  On  being  called,  he  duuged  them  wi&  ebatiBaeyi 
and  counteracting  the  statute ;  and  threatened  to  lay  then  in  iitMM, 
or  transport  them  to  his  mi^esty's  new  plantations  in  Amerioa.  But 
their  resolution  was  immoveable.  They  were  offined  free  diamtf- 
sion,  provided  tiny  would  agree  and  sigAscfibe  to  observe  it  nact 
year ;  in  which  case,  it  was  the  pleasure  of  their  Lord^pa  to  pasa 
them  for  that  time,  id&ough  their  diadbedience  merited  soviet 
Ineatmeat.  To  tbit  proposal,  they  returned  a  decided  AC^ative^ 
llie two  nlnisters  of  Dumfiries  were  rteaaded  to  prisany  'the  real 
eonfined  to  dieir  several  ^artaiiBBts,  to  rutttuosite  a  £sw  days  lan^ 
en  die  proposition. 

After  having  been  again  interrogated  by  iStm  eotirt»  if  tfasry  would 
promise  simply  to  preach  on  the  &t  in  <|Bestion,n^]ch  all  bat  Mr« 
mtckadder  and  another  agreed  to  do,  the  brethren  wisee  aUawvd 
to  return  to  Ihdr  parishes,  a  favour  wfakh,  it  uwmud,  was  peomaed 
by  some  of  Mr.  JKackaddei's  ftifuds. 

When  he  returned  to  Troqueer,  he  found  soma  of  hia  hi«duDSB 
repenting  of  tiieir  weekneM,  and  vnshmg  that.  Idee  him,  tfaey  had 
preferred  the  dungeon.  He,  however,  resolved  to  make  a  prudent 
and  discreet  use  of  his  exemptioii.  Not  wishing  to  mettify  sack  of 
hb  neighbours  as  had  not  the  like  privilege,  he  took  oeoasioB,  it  Iha 
timeof  the  anniversary,  to  absent  faima^ on  businsBs.  Hehadpro- 
posed  a  journey  to  Sdinborgh,  but  was  nearly  surprised  by  a  ftattf 
of  the  tif^B-guards  who  were  then  rangiag  in  CMtoway^  wd  haA 
seised  five  ministen  in  the  presbytery  of  Kirkeadbrfght.  Tlniji  f— le 
to  Troqueer  with  orders  to  apprehend  him ;  but  having  battoe  ef 
their  approach,  he  took  horse  and  fled.    On  his  return,  some  dft^ 
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after>  he  h^d  4k  i^Bce^tfo  wiA  ^.-tbdie  Idmj^  aadnuHnhr^  ^Imf^ 
ed.  He>a4  alighted  «|  •  fiouiU  dwtqge  hiie  mKtm  aMuif  mwm 
oeftr  CWniB^fr  but  ww  fci^y  linMwitfiedl  ^Mg  dBBJnr/fay  the 
noigy  jollity  wi^iu  AftipU  t%facieoa^  M'laimi  igvMmtin  Mrhni 
directioK  (hey  urere  tmTeUMig,imd  migiit  )hel  overtktan^  he  >kdg«d 
itwisesittffFonuuA;  apldditamAgUeJtew.^iild  aiiifcb  hW  at 
the  back  <^  the  y^f  htf^iM  it  (herd  antdtinf  had  fiiiithed 'their 


Aa  t)^  te^ute.^  Ius:t»ffoe/)a>w' faeoMEao:  akbei^ah^  Mr.  KAckrid* 
^  >hoi|gU  \4M^9rii  P^ed  Dpen  htfore^jsittiiigthit  ^^/unge,  te  warA 
theni  jigydyit  efH»^tffM»yJng  thainuiiirtgyio£*ihoee>who  mold*  be  hi- 
(riide4  i9t%)4Le  cftprdi  by  die  (bishop  .  Gcn^tiaooe  b^'thot^  omA 
wodd  b«^  %0QQ9e«1iiig  ^  tti^.  <»ffiee  jAd  dodnne ;  «.f^^ 
ftleae^  im  approving'  of.  tha  itnui  fexlninim-^f^iioneel  and:  een* 
foitilti<Htf  wio^tei^i  qnAaaaalaUtogof'^initajlliaiidaj^ 
Reives  and  their  posterity.  On  the  hist  Sabbath  of  October,  IM 
preafijied  his  &i](dii^ll  s^rmon^  This  .ivaa^i' day  o£  ana^ans  aokf^ei^ta- 
tion  throjjaghoiU  the  c^mit^,  and  inada  ad  impieinon  oa  tim  wknAi 
•f  those  who  witnessed  it  nofor  lo  ba  foigiDttak 

The  church  of  T^Hear  ^eod  (as  it  abw  doas)  upon  a  gentfo 
aoiiaefiee  on  tl|€i  banan  of  .the  Mith»  coammdii^  an  exteiisit« 
Tiew  of  the  sanranndiag  4DiMiti^#  whiishy  in  tlie*  tteighboarbaod  of 
Damfiiesy  presents  a  daljj^itfid.  variety  of  laeai  seenery.  «<  On  the 
laoming  of  thi^  memoraUa  Sebbi^"  aays  Mr.  Citdboa,  f^Ur.iStbA^ 
adder  had  visem  early  far  prayer  and  {nivato!  caminhnioB*  He  ^tli^ 
ped  forth  to  medi|Ate  «n  ti»  lokject  of  th^  day.  •  Th^ra  ^iraa  a 
gloom  and  heayiness  ia  Aia  alOMsphere^  that  siaemed  to  ^frreiipoiuA 
with  the  general  qiQl^ncMy*:  Af^^  ^  liuok  haae,  dart  aovaaed 
the&ceof  theearthaswith  a:gnty  lnaQtle>  had  i^tixed)  fimm- tha 
Tale  of  Nith  toward  the  moiftAlaios*  As  he  paced  his  little  gta^fSAi 
with  ^ow  and  pensive  olep^.  hts/canteimdalaoBs  weiBBoddeidi^^ia^ 
terrupted  by  the  tolling  oi  thq  inbitnn|p  M]%  eeveMl  of  irwi>  in 
tibe  adljaeent  parishes,  wai!d  ^Ustiiiotly  andiUe  from  die  anioomiiion 
stillneaB  of  theair.  Tlese  hattow^  chimes^.oiioe  tibe  weleoma  sma^ 
mons  fo  the  hoase  of  prayer,  notr  saondad  lite  die  kndl  of  th^ 
expiring  liberties,  remindhig  him  bow  many  af  lui  btoethraa  w«Kv 
Vke  hioaielf,  .pi«paring  to  j^d.  Ihasr  bst  adkny  i^nidst  die  tears  and 
bjessiags  of  tMr  peofJe.;  Alf  tbit  fifignal  of  letireadeDt,  he  bel)0<4t 
himself  t^  tb^  fiatie^  of  fhs.^of^  to  holdaear^:  •ntottNine  with' 
haav«ii»  ai|d  fortify  his  $Qnl,foff  the  Solemn  oeearion; 

'<  The  peeploi  at  ap  iH^ly  how,  btt  been  stragi^uig  on  tha  height, 
hut  kept  aloof  from  the  sh^h,  anwilHng  to  put  their  mbuster  |)a 
faaafrd  by  cf>iHremng  ia  mnllilnde^  which  had  been  diaBfaarged  as  a 
bsaach  of  peace  a^  good  oidi9r4  They  collected^  hy  devtiees,  ill 
ao^U  scattmd  groups,  about  tha  chn^ch-yaBd^ooeafdedia  dbtfk  con* 
jactores,  and  waitipg  the  miniifeer's  apprsach  with  extreme  aaiidety. 
Mr*  Rlarkadder.aaaBe  his  appearaaoe  widi  his  wanted  flmmeis  and' 
oomposnre,  and  with  the  same  placid  sereaity  oP  cooatenanoe  for 
whidi  he  was  x^niarkable.  The  audience  was  nat  tiumeroiiB,  bat 
eTary  featora  appeared  s<^ed  .inta  a  'deep  and  aaraest  concern. 
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Most  of  AHBWWa  diMohed  b  tean»  iad  al  tnuiyptfU  of  the 
diseoiiiie,  ihate  irate  lo«d  aid  inTohnlirj  kurgts  of  amtow. 

<<  Towmrds  tiitf  middle  of  the  eermoii,  an  akm  wet  giren  UuH  a 
parly  <tf  toUnri  firam  Dnaifriea  were  on  tiieir  mwrtk  to  oeiae  bmi, 
and  iMid  oroned  «he  bridge,  l^poa  tfaia  be  dowd  baatalj;  pro- 
BOQBoed  the  benedietion,  lad  retirad  to  his  chamber.  The  milteuy 
anmrnaded  the  ofanreh-wd;  and*  «■  ^le  people  d^iarted,  thef 
took  dowa  the  naDAoa  of  all  thooe  who  beloi^ged  to  Dumfirieiy  or 
WKf  of  the  other  paridbea,  m  the  law  had  afibced  a  penalty  of 
twenty  .ehilliqgi  (9ooU  on  ofwy  pewen  abaoit^frem  his  own  dinreh.' 
They  offered  ▼ioleaee  to  none,  and  went  awsy  withost  entering 
the  manse,  being  asimred  that  no  ctrangers  were  thera  When 
Ae^  wete  gone,  the  minister  asssmhled  ihe  nemains  of  the  eongre^ 
gallon  in  lus  own  hoose,  and  finiriied  the  seruHHi,  *  etsn^ng  on 
the  stair  head;  hoth  die  npper  and  loww  flat  bring  crowded  to  the 
ML' 


^  The  people  etened  sorry  to  d^mit,  lingering  in  suspense  abont 
the  doorsy  expressing  their -oonoem  for  his  safety,  and  thrir  iriDiag- 
nem  to  shed  oieir  blood  in  his  defence.  Mr.  Blankadder  eenjnred 
them  to  hare  regard  to  the  peace  of  the  oonntiTy  and  giro  no  hiuidk 
to  their  adTorsaries  by  any  disturbance.  *  Go,  said  he^  ^  and  fend 
feryonrselres:  the  hoar  is  come  when  the  shepherd  is  sautten,  and 
the  iock  shall  be  scattered.  Manv  are  this  day  monmmg  the  de- 
solations of  Israel,  and  wemnng,  like  the  prophet,  between  the  porch 
and  the  altar.  God's  heritage  has  become  die  prey  of  the  upMer; 
the  moontain  of  the  boose  of  the  Lord  asthe  h%h  piaoes  of  the 
forest.  When  the  feithfol  pastors  are  remoyed,  hireungs  riiafl  tn- 
tnide^  whom  the  Great  Sh^^erd  never  sent,  who  wiU  deronr  die 
lloek^and Iveaddown the residoe with tMr feet  Asferme,IhaTe 
done  my  duty,  and  now  there  is  no  time  to  evade.  I  reeemmend 
yon  to  tiim  iriio  is  able  to  keep  yon  from  felling,  and  am  ready, 
duoog^  graoe,  to  be  disposed  (^  asthe  Lord  pleases."* 
•  The  last  wedc  of  hia  inoombeney  at  Troqaeer,  he  em|doyed  m 
Tiritmg  and  comforting  his  parishioners.  He  left  it  on  Salnr- 
day,  and  rode  to  Gaitfech  in  Glencaim  parish,  to  seek  a  reri- 
denoe  beyond  the  boimds  of  the  presbytery.  Next  dsr,  the 
soldiers  attacked  the  manse  in  quest  of  him,  and  briiared  with 
great  insolence  to  his  wife  and  nmily.  One  of  hb  som,  then  n 
diiU,  narrates,  with  nradi  SHn{^city,  iriiat  happened  on  this  occa- 
Aom-^^  A  party  of  the  King^s  life^foard  of  horse,  caUed  Blew-ben« 
ders,  esme  from  Domfries  to  iVoqneer  to  searrii  for  and  mffprAeod 
mv  fether,  bnt  fonnd  him  not^  tor  what  occasion  I  know  net ; 
whedier  he  staid  beyond  the  set  day  for  transporting  Inmseif  and 
nnmerons  femily  of  small  children  ten  miles  fnm  his  parbh  drareh; 
or  because  he  was  of  the  number  of  those  who  refused  to  ohsenre 
the  29di  of  Mmfn  So  somi  as  the  above  paity  entered  die  dose, 
and  came  into  the  house,  with  cursing,  swearing,  and  djunntng,  we, 
thsi  were  the  children,  were  frighten^  out  of  onr  little  Wits,  and 
aan  up  stairs,  and  I  -  amonff  dim ;  who,  when  I  heard  diem  sH 
roaring  in  the  room  below,  tike  aonumy  breathing  devils,  I  had  the 

\ 
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cUldtsh  ettloiity  to  get  down  «p«ii  my  WUy>  BmA  poip  tknueigli  a 
hole  in  liie  ioor  above  them,  to  «ee  wbas  monsten  of  flremmrei 
they  were;  umd  it  seems  they  were  monsters  indeed  lor  omdty ; 
for  one  of  them  pereeinng  what  I  was  doings  immediately  dfew, 
his  swerd,  and  tlumst  it  op,  wilh  all  his  foroei  where  I  was  peco- 
ing^  so  that  the  mark  of  the  point  was  scaioe,  an  'hush  from  the 
hme,  thooi^  no  thanks  to  the  mnrdmng  ruffian,  who  deogaed  to 
nm  it  up  through  my  «ye.  Immediatdy  after^  we  were  farced,  to 
fack  up,  bag  and-  bag^^age^  and  remore  to<  Glenoum,  ten  miles 
from  Trofneer.  We,  who  wiere  the  children,  were  put  intoeadgem 
sveels,  where  one  of  us  cried  out,  coming  through^tke  Bridg^id  of 
Dmnfiies,  <  I'm  banish't,  I'm  banish't.'  One  happened  to  ask, 
*  Who  has  4)anisk't  ye,  my  bairn:'  he  answered,  *  Byte4he-sheep 
has  banish't  meJ '' 

It  was  in.  the*  beginning  of  November  1662>  whin  Mr.  Blade-, 
adder  removed  his  young  family  to  their  new  habitation  in  den- 
cairn.  In  this  seqnestered.parish  he  hoped  to  prolong  his  u^dU 
ness  unnoticed  and  umneksted.  For  the  first  three  months  be 
discontinued  to  preach,  'except  occasionally  in  chnrdies  whidi  had 
not  been  dispku^ed..  Although  he  did  not,  like  some  of  his  brethren, 
immediate^  commence  field  preaching,  or  private  lecturing ;  ^lis  was 
entirely  firom  adialike  to  furnish  any  new  matter  of  offimce,  and  from 
no  persuasion  that  fbreiUe  deposition  denuded  him  of  his  derical 
rights.  A  mere  paper  proclamation,  or  even  an  act  of  Parliament, 
he  held  incompetent  to  nullify  the  ceremony  of  ordination,  or  the 
call  of  the  people;  and,  therefore,  die  hallowed  union  between 
thmn  and  their  locks  still  subdsted,  though  naminally  dissolved. 

After  some  time,  therefore,  he  resumed  his  public  duties.  He  con« 
fined  himsdf  at  first  to  his  own  house,  givhig  private  exhortations, 
sometimes  twice,  oflten  thrice  a-day,  to  omltituck^  who  resorted,  in 
private^  to  seek  those  instmctions  which  tiie  rigour  of  the  laws  had 
BOW  converted  into  a  state  crime.  He  revived  associations  for 
Christian  fellowBhip  and  godly  ccn^nence,  which  were  hastening  in- 
to disusaga  His  exertions,  he  observes,  were  attended  with  mater 
ancoess  here,  than  formeiiy  in  his  own  congregation.  In  F^mary 
1662,  he  ventured  bade  to  his  old  parish,  but  found  his  place  occu- 
pied by  a  curate.  He  visited,  catechised,  and  lectured  privately,  an 
encroaohmoit  which  the  episcopal  incumbent  threatened  to  resent. 
After  this  he  letnmed  no  more  until  many  yearn  and  many  toils  had 
intArvened. 

On  the  25th  of  January  1666,  letters  of  council  were  Erect- 
ed against  him  and  about  a  dosen  of  his  confederates,  among 
whom  w«re  Welch,  Sonple,  Amot,  and  Peden,  for  presuming 
to  preach,  pray,  bi^tiae,  and  perfwm  other  aeti  ef  tiie  mmister- 
ial  function.  It  was  charged  ta  his  account,  <<  that  he  had  oft- 
times  convened  great  nunmers  in  the  parish  of  Glencaim  and 
ndgUouring  parishes,  smnetimes  to  the  number  of  a  thousand  and 
upwards,  ami  continues  so  to  do  every  Lord's  day :  at  winch  meet- 
ings he  bapttzes  tiie  children  of  all  disaffected  persons.^'  About 
this  tone  he.  was  so  severely  harassed  by  Sir  James  Turner,  that 
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he  teMlved  AnHhwkh  to  depart  the  eeimtrr«  Wnftntidoim  wem 
accordingly  made  for  removmghb  family ;  bat  it  n^aa  diffioalt  to 
tell  wluther,  as  erery  ^ace  was  readeiad  alike  epf  rawra  and  iaia- 
eauR.  Bdmbiiif  h  seemed  to  offer  the  liketieet  oppottoaitT  tor  pri- 
vacy aad  conoefdment,  althoogh  it  was  Ibrbidden  to  reside  la  that 
or  any  other  towa  in  the  kingdooh  Having  secured  lus  books  and 
^perSy  he  set  out  with  his  wife,  leaviag  the  ehildreny  three  sobs 
and  a  daaghter,  onder  the  care  of  a  nnrse  and  a  fervant. 

Oa  thi^  occasion,  he  met  with  oao  of  those  '*  siagdar  easts  of 
pfovidence  "  which  he  had  freqaently  to  remaik  m  the  coarse  of  hia 
IMe.  The  very  day  of  1^  departure^  Tomer  had  eiders  from  the 
bidM>p  of  Galloway  to  apprehend  hioiw  Ifis  second  son,  then  a  boy 
of  ten  years  old,  gives  the  following  niante  but  artless  narrative  of 
what  passed : — '^  About  this  time,  (the  end  of  winter  1666,)  Turaer 
and  a  party  of  sodgers  ftmn  Galloway,  caoie  to  search  for  my  fa- 
ther, who  had  gone  to  Bdinbur^h,  to  seek  about  where  he  might 
Uve  in  safety.  Hl^se  rascatty  ruffians  beset  our  house  rouiuL  a^ont 
two  o'clock  in  the  mondng ;  then  gave  the  cry,  '  Damn'd  wbigs, 
open  the  door/  Upon  wfaioh  we  all  got  up,  yonng'  and  old,  ex- 
erting my  sister,  with  the  nurse  and  the  cKlIfl  at  her  breast,  (iiow 
Colonel  Iflackaddeiv  depnty-govemor  of  (Stirling  castle.)  Mlien 
they  came  in,  the  fire  was  gone  ont  s  tlM^y  iii)nre<l  oat  a^in,  '  Light 
a  can^  immediailely,  and  oil  with  a  fire  qn]<  kly,  or  eh  wol  roast 
nnrse  and  bahn  aad  all  in  the  fire,  and  mak  a  Wa  bleeae.'  When 
the  candle  was  lighted,  they  drcrw  oat  their  swords,  aad  went  to  the 
stools  and  chairs,  and  dore  ikem  down,  to  mak  the  fire  withafl ;  and 
tliey  made  me  hold  the  candle  lo  them,  trembling  flU  slsHg,  and 
fWing  every  moment  to  be  thrown  quidc  into  the  &te.  Then  they 
went  to  search  the  house  for  my  fether,  running  theff  swords  down 
throw  the  bed  and  bed-dolite  ;  and  among  the  rest  tliey  came  where 
my  sister  was,  then  a  child,  and  as  yet  fast  asleep,  and  witli  thor 
swords  stabbed  down  throw  the  bed,  where  ^e  was  lying,  crying^ 
*  Come  oat  rebdl  dog.'  They  made  narrow  search  for  him  in  3l 
comers  of  the  house,  ransacking  presses,  chests,  and  fiesh-stands. 
ThoB  they  went  and  threw  down  all  his  Ikm^  fitim  ike  press 
upon  the  floor,  and  caused  poor  me  hold  the  .candle  all  this  while, 
tUl  they  had  examined  his  books;  and  all  they  thought  whig« 
gkb,  as  they  termed  it,  and  Imive  judges  they  were  f  they  pnt  mto 
a  great  horso  creel,  and  took  away, — (among  which  were  a  number 
of  written  sermons,  and  some  printed  pamplilets.)  Then  ^^y  or« 
iiered  one  of  theip  fellow  ruffians  to  climb  up  to  ihe  hen-baalks, 
where  the  cochs  and  hens  were ;  and  as  they  came  to  onei  threw 
about  its  neck,  and  then  down  to  the  floor  wi't ;  and  so  on  tiM  they 
had  destroyed  them  alL  Then  they  went  to  the  meat  ambry,  and 
took  out  what  was  there ;  then  to  the  meal  aad  beef-barrels,  and 
left  little  or  nothiDg  there.  All  this  I  was  an  eye-witness  to» 
trembling  and  shivering  all  the  while,  having  nothing  but  my  short 
shirt  upon  me.  So  soon  as  I  was  relieved  of  my  office,  I  begins 
to  think,  if  possible,  of  making  my  escape,  rather  than  to  be  bmmt 
^piick,  as  I  thought^  and  they  t£«atened.    I  goes  to  the  door,  whoa 
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tliere  was  a  sentry  on  every  side,  standing  with  their  swords  dra^in ; 
for  watches  were  set  round  to  prevent  escape.  I  ^proached  nearer 
and  nearer,  by  small  degrees,  making  as  tf  I  were  playing  myself. 
At  last,  I  gets  out  there,  making  stm  as  if  I  were  playing,  till  1 
came  to  the  gat«  of  the  house ;  then,  with  all  the  little  speed  I  had, 
(looking  behind  me,  now  and  then,  to  see  if  they  were  pursuing 
after  me,)  I  run  the  length  of  half  a  mile  in  the  d2u4c  night,  naked 
to  the  shirt  I  got  to  a  neighbouring  toune,  called  the  Brigend  of 
Mennihyvie ;  where,  thinking  to  creep  into  some  house  to  save  my 
life,  I  found  all  the  doors  shut,  and  the  people  sleeping.  Upon 
which  I  went  to  the  cross  of  the  toune,  and  got  up  to  the  upper- 
most step  of  it ;  and  there  I  sat  me  down,  and  fell  fast  asleep  till 
the  morning.  Between  five  and  six,  a  door  opens,  and  an  old  wo> 
man  comes  out ;  and  seeing  a  white  thing  upon  the  cross,  comes  neai* 
it ;  and  when  she  found  it  was  a  little  boy,  cryes  out,  *  Jesus,  save 
OS  I — what  art  thou  ?'  With  that  I  awaked,  and  answered  her, 
*  I'm  Mr.  Blackadders  son.' — *  O  my  puir  bdm  I  what  brought 
thee  here  ?* — I  answers,  *  There's  a  hantfe  of  fearfoll  men,  with  red 
coats,  has  brunt  all  our  house,  my  breether  and  sister,  and  all  the 
family.' — *  O  puir  thing,'  (says  she)  *  come  in  and  lie  down  in  my 
warm  bed :' — which  I  did ;  and  it  was  the  sweetest  bed  that  I  oer 
met  with.** 

After  this  his  whole  family  was  dispersed  over  the  country,  and 
forced  to  lead  a  wandering  and  homeless  life,  imploring  shelter 
wherever  charity  was  brave  enough  to  offer  them  protection. 

Mr.  Blackadder  procured  a  private  lodging  in  the  Canongate, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  the  winter,  disabled  from  preach- 
ing, by  fatigue  and  indisposition.  At  Whitsunday  1666,  he  took 
larger  apartments  at  the  head  of  the  Cowgate,  near  the  Grassmar- 
ket,  where  private  meetings  were  held  all  the  summer,  which  were 
joined  by  seven  or  eight  of  the  Nithsdale  and  Galloway  clergy. 
These  conventions  were  interrupted  after  the  defeat  at  Pentland 
hills,  which  happened  in  November  that  year,  when  the  presbyter- 
ians  were  again  subjected  to  redoubled  cruelties  and  hardships.  Mr. 
Blackadder  agrees  with  others,  in  tocribing  this  sudden  rising  to 
the  effects  of  intolerable  oppression,  and  relates  the  well-known 
accident  which  led  to  that  event., 

Mr.  Blackadder  was  in  Edinburgh  at  that  time ;  and  it  was  his 
purpose,  with  several  other  gentlemen,  to  have  joined  the  insur- 
gents. But  in  the  midst  of  their  preparations,  they  got  information, 
diat  of  three  thousand  who  left  Lanark,  scarcely  nine  hundred  had 
reached  the  village  of  Colinton,  and  these  a  handful  "  of  weary, 
drenched,  undisciplined  creatures,  more  like  dying  men  than  soldiers 
going  to  conquer." 

These  sudden  and  unexpected  tidings  completely  deranged  their 
tactics ;  cmd  led  them  to  desist  Mr.  Blackadder  lay  concealed  four 
or  five  weeks  during  the  murderous  executions  that  followed  the 
engagement :  and  when  the  alarm  of  the  citizens  had  somewhat 
abated,  he  began  to  extend  his  humanity  to  his  suffering  country- 
men in  the  south,  where  persecution  raged  with  the  most  impla- 
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cable  fitly.  <'He  wrote  to  Dmnfriee  and  Gollowaj",  to  adrertb* 
euch  as  were  cliased  and  compelled  to  hide  all  winter  in  mosaee  and 
fields,  to  come  privately  to  Edinburgh,  where  they  mi^  find  safer 
covert  and  means  of  relief ;  for  many  in  that  quarter  were  fled  to 
the  mountains,  leading  a  vagrant  life,  under  dit^embled  names,  or 
lurking  in  coal-pits  and  solitary  caves.  He  and  others  gave  them 
money  and  necessaries,  some  half-a-crown  or  ten  groats,  chiefly  on 
Saturday  nights,  to  subsist  on  next  week.  Severals  also  tibat  escap- 
ed from  prison,  he  kept  under  concealment." 

In  September  1668,  when  a  milder  administration  had  oonameno- 
ed,  a  deputation  from  various  parishes  in  the  west  waited  upon  Mr. 
Blackadder  in  EcUnburgh,  inviting  him  to  preach  and  diipense  ordi- 
nances, as  their  own  ministers  were  too  well  known  to  venture  in 
public.  In  Dunlop,  he  baptized  forty-two  children  in  one  house ; 
and  in  thu  manse  of  NewmiUs,  eleven.  Similar  duties  awaited  him 
at  Eaglesham,  and  various  other  places ;  idiich  ceremonies  were  al- 
ways performed  at  night,  and  usually  continued  till  day-break.  En- 
couraged by  the  liberality  of  the  new  administration,  he  exerdsed 
his  gifts  pretty  frequently  in  and  around  Edinburgh  for  more  than 
a  year.  In  January  1669,  he  received  a  second  and  more  press- 
ing call  to  the  west. ,  He  went  to  Fenwick  January  28,  hehug  the 
fint  that  had  preached  publicly  since  Pentland,  and  was  lirtened 
to  by  multitudes.  Importunate  solicitations  were  sent  him  firom  aH 
the  parishes  in  that  district,  "many  assailing  him  at  once,  and 
each  with  more  moving  arguments  than  his  neighbour.**  He  pro- 
longed his  stay,  until  by  **  riding,  night-watching,  and  sore  labour,** 
his  health  su£fered  materially ;  yet  "  the  neoessity  of  the  work,  ami 
the  rueful  cries  of  the  people,'*  made  him  for  a  time  forget  his  bodily 
pains.  After  his  return,  he  was  confined  sixteen  weeks,  and  oon»- 
dered  in  inuninent  danger.  Money  frequently  was  ofiered  him  for 
bearing  accidental  expenses ;  several  gentlemen  contributed  sums, 
and  collections  were  made  on  purpose ;  but  he  uniformly  dedined 
receiving  any  donation,  "  lest  the  ministry  should  incur  the  imput»i 
tion  of  a  covetoijs  and  mercenary  spirit ;  or  the  enemy  have  occa- 
sion to  reproach  their  cause,  as  if  money  made  them  eager  to  preach*** 

The  physicians  had  recommended  to  hini  to  drink  mineral  waters ; 
and  for  nearly  seven  years  he  went  annually  to  NewmiUs,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  wells  there.  His  stay  was  generally  six  weeks ;  during 
which  time  he  made  professional  excursions  in  the  neighbourhood^ 
visiting  Kilbride,  Fenwick,  Evandale,  Galston,  Tarbolton,  &&  It  was 
bis  custom,  on  Us  way  thither,  to  take  a  wide  circuit,  and  preadi 
wherever  he  found  a  convenient  stage.  In  June,  1669,  on  Ins  first 
visit,  he  went  round  by  Borrowstounness,  where  he  established  a  con- 
gregation, and  secured  to  them  the  freedom  of  undisturbed  worship, 
through  the  interest  of  his  relation,  Major  Hamilton,  *<  who  was  the 
Duke's  bailie  of  regality,  and  lived  at  Kinniel  House.**  When  at 
Glasgow,  he  was  solicited  by  the  Ladies  Blantyre,  Pollock,  and 
Pundonald ;  and  preached  sometimes  to  an  audience  of  two  thou- 
sand ;  **  people  seeming  to  smell  him  out  in  spite  of  all  his  caution.** 
By  over-exertion  his  health  was  again  impaired ;  and  preaching  in 
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the'  tail'  Vmng^  oft  ft'deAoxioa  of  himumr  in  kis  eyes,  a  distempctr 
^tMA  tvo«bled  hni  for  loiiie  tine.  In  liyingitone,  be  inttitutedy 
forjlie  irft  tune,  private  oommanimsy  aimikr  to  those  in  dencatra 
aad  Troqneer ;  aad  these  q>read  over  fifteen  or  nxteen  adjacent 
parishes.  They  were  h^  with- great  order  and  regukrity,  and 
fended  to  keep  np  the  langoishing  diseipline  and  worship  of  the 
ehnroh,  as  w^  as  to  dieek  previuiing  scandals.  Frmn  Galloway 
they  had  reached  Linlithgow ;  and  were  next  promnlgated  in  Fife, 
the  Mose,  and  other  districts* 

The  sSBQAe  year,  he  passed  over  to  Fife,  and  staid  a  few  da3r9  in 
Strathmiglo,  intending  to  vint  two  of  hii  old  and  intimate  fneods, 
then  in  prison  at  Bni^ee^  Sir  James  Stewart,  and  Sir  John  Cheisly. 
Contrary  to  his  wishes,  he  was  detain|9d  by  Lady  BalcanqnhiJ,  * 
to  give  sernMMi  in  her  house,  whidi  was  die  only  spedes  of 
preaching  known  as  yet  in  that  conn^.  Unwilling  thf^  his  in- 
strvolions  should  be  drenmscribed  or  limited  to  the  pions  and  well 
affBeted  alone,  *^  he  earned  public  advertisement  to  be  made,  that  all 
that  were  athirst  might  come  without  money  and  without  price." — 
**  Let  the  world  see  that  you  do  not  huddle  up  so  profitable  and  ho- 
nest a  werk^  or  keep  it  to  yourselves :  as  f&r  my  part,  I  am  not 
ashimed  to  avow  it  in  the  &oe  of  danger  or  of  death :  I  came  not 
to  call  the  righteous  but  sinners  to  repentance."  The  multitude 
was  too  numerous 'to  be  contained  in  the  house,  though  capable  of 
acoommodating  above  seven  hundred  persons ;  and  tUs  occasioned 
die  first  field  meeting  that  had  been  in  Fife.  It  proved  the  har- 
binger of  those  cdebrated  conventides,  which  soon  spread  all 
around  the  east,  took  possesdon  of  the  hills,  and  bedeged.the  Pri- 
mate in  his  own  capitaL  About  this  time,  Mr.  Blackadder  assisted 
at  several  conventides  kept  by  John  Didcson  aad  David  Hume  on 
die  Lomonds,  and  in  the  shire  of  Kinross. 

The  government  now  b^^  to  take  the  alarm  at  these  fidd  meet- 
Bigs  Conventides  were  disdiarged  under  pain  of  fine  or  imprison- 
ment^  both  for  the  mkiister  and  the  heritor  within  whose  bounds 
they  were  hdd  ;  and  the  military  were  encouraged  by  reward  '<  to 
incarcerate  their  persons."  Tliese  rigours  were  no  terror  either  to 
the  preacher  or  the  congreg^en,  but  attended,  with  mischievous 
consequences.  People  took  up  arms  to  defend  themsdves,  and  re- 
pd  thb  hostile  invadon  of  thenr  worship. 

Among  the  first  <<  armed  conventides,"  as  tbey  were  cdled,  was 
that  kept  by  Mr.  Blackadder  at  Beath-hiU,  above  Dunfermline,  on 
the  18di  of  June,  1670.  He  foresaw  this  would  be  a  hazardous 
meeting,  and  might  peril  both  mimster  and  congregation.  But  the 
hope  of  being  useM  made  him  forget  all  personal  danger,  and  over- 
look more  remote  consequences.  He  requested  Mr.  Dickson,  who 
wilMngly  consented  to  assist  him  on' the  occasion.  From  his  own 
account  of  it  we  extract  the  following  passages. 

'^  On  Saturday  afternoon,  people  had  begun  to  assemble  from  all 
quarters.  Marty  lay  on  the  hill  all  nigl^some  stayed  about  a 
consteble*s  house  near  the  middle  of  t^  hiU,  and  several  othen 
were  lodged  near  about.    Mr.  lUackadder  came  privatdy  from 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


dW  SCOTS  WMtTfllUr 

Ekbibttgh  on  SAtaffchqr  lofl^  Mr  Bidnon  lamng  me  Mara 
Wben  a  fit  plaoe  for  the  nMdng  and  uMng  xrf  of  tke  tmt  wm 
proTidedy  Mr.  Diektoii  leotvod  aod  prMdi«4  ^  §6iwh0om  ef  1i» 
day.  Mr.  Bbchadder  lay  at  the  oatnde;  wkUtt  hearaig;  hmnag 
eare  to  order  mattan,  and  tee  kow  the  watoh  wm  luBpL  Alter  Mr. 
Dkkfon  had  leotmred  far  a  oennderable  ^fee,  he  took  to.  hk  dia- 
oDurse,  and  preached  on  1  Cor.  xr.  M.For  hs  mmst  rei^  HM  y 
ha^puiaU  memie$  under  kUfiet,  In  tbne  of  sermon,  aevend  ift* 
afiectod  country  people  dropped  in  aaiong  them.  Hewerer,  the 
•ermon  closed  whhout  disturbance  ahont  deren  honfs  in  tlie  fore- 
day,  the  work  having  began  about  ei^t. 

<<  Mr.  Bladcadder  was  to  preach  in  the  aftomoon.  Hs  i«Clre4 
to  be  priTate  f<n*  a  Mttle  meditation.  Hearing  a  noise,  he  ohssi  md 
some  mnctng  back  the  eorate's  two  soM  with  sonw  TMence,  whidk  he 
sedng,  reboked  them  who  were  leading  ikem,  and  bade  kt  ^eitt 
oome  bade  fredy  without  hurt,  and  he  engaged  for  tibem  tbey  weiM 
not  go  away.  So  they  sta3red  quietly :  and  widun  a  qnarSnr  of  an 
hour  he  returned  and  enteied  the  tent,  after  sobm  piieiaoe,  wIMf 
was  countenanced  with  mm^  inflnenoe,  not  only  on  profmed 
friends,  but  on  tluMe  also  idio  came  wi^  Ml  intensions,  that  they 
stood  as  men  astonished,  witii  great  seeming  gratitf  and  attentloR, 
particulariy  the  two  young  men.  It  was,  indeed,  a  eonpesing  and 
gaining  discourse,  holding  forth  die  great  design  of  the  go^ei,  to 
invite  and  make  welcome  all  sorts  of  sinners  without  exception. 
After  prayer,  he  read  for  text,  1  Got.  ix.  16.  For  though  I  preadk' 
Aegoq>dy  J  have  nothing  to  glory  of  ;  for  neceuity  k  iaid  t^on  me  ^ 
yeOt  iDoe  is  unto  me  if  I  preach  not  the  gospeL  .Ailer  he  had  begm, 
a  gentleman  on  horseback  came  to  the  meeting,  and  some  few  wil^ 
him.  He  was  the  lieutenant  of  the  militia  in  that  part  of  the  coan- 
try,  who  lighting,  gave  his  horse  to  hold,  and  came  in  among  the 
people  on  the  minister's  left  hand,  stood  there  a  space,  wad  heard 
peaceably.  Then  essaying  to  get  to  hb  horse,  some  of  die  watdi 
did  greatly  desire  he  would  stay,  till  preaching  was  ended,  teDiiig 
him  his  abrupt  departure  would  offend  and  akrm  the  people.  Bat 
he  refusing  to  stay,  began  to  threaten,  drawii^  hia  staff.  They 
fearing  he  was  going  to  bring  a  party  to  trouMe  them,  did  grip  and 
hold  him  by  force  as  he  was  putting  his  foot  in  the  stirmp.  Upon 
this  BarscoDe  and  another  young  man,  who  were  on  die  opposite 
side,  seeing  him  drawing  his  s^,  (idiidt  they  dionglit  to  be  a 
sword,)  presently  ran,  each  with  a  bent  pistol,  crying  out,  *  Rogae, 
are  you  drawing  ?*  Though  diey  raised  a  litde  commotion  on  tibst 
side,  yet  the  bulk  of  the  people  were  ver^  composed.  The  mins- 
ter, seeing  Barscobe  and  the  other  so  hastening  to  be  at  him,  fearing 
they  diould  have  killed  him,  did  immediatdy  break  oSf  to  sl^ 
aside  for  composing  the  business,  and  desired  die  people  to  sit  stiu 
till  he  returned,  for  he  was  going  to  prevent  mischie£  Some,  not 
willing  he  should  venture  himself,  laboured  to  hinder  him.  He 
thrust  himself  from  them,  and  pressuig  forward,  cried,  *  I  dwgv 
and  obtest  you  not  to  meddle  with  him,  or  do  him  any  hurt ;'  whb^ 
had  such  influence  on  diem,  diat  they  professed  afterwatd  duy  had 
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.no  m0m  pbrnetto  mdHlii  wiA  h»  The 
•  like  M>  inw  ta  good^KhuM^  wm  exceediiif  afraid*  aod  aU  i 
ha  had.  Bol  liearing  the  miniater  diachaigbg  the  people  to  hor^ 
hiiq^hethiwiiieertbheatthewunrter^whohed  cried><What  is 
the  mattertgeiUieiiiea?'  Whereonihe Ueetenanl  aaii^  <I  eanno^ 
get  leaTe,  fiit,  te  stand  oti  mj.oMvi  grevmd  for  thir  iMku*  The  ni- 
niiter  aaid^  ^Lel/me  see,  Sir,  idbo  ^fHU  ofifr  to  wioag  you ;  ik^Bf 
ahaU  ea-Booii  mreag  iny^d^  fof  we  oeme  here  to  o&r  Tioleiice  to 
no  leam  hut  to  preach  the  gomel  of  peace ;  as^  Sir,  if  yon  be 
jdeeaed  to  gtaj  ia  peace,  you  shdi  be  aa  wdoome  as  any  here ;  but 
if  yoa  will  not,  youmay  go ;  we  shall  eompel  no  van.'  *  But,'  said 
he»  'they  have  taken  my  horse firom  tne.'  Then  the  imnister  called 
to  restore  hin  hia  lK>rse,  seeing  he  .ironld  not  stay  willingly.'' 

Reports  of  this  Qonventicle  spread  to  the  remotest  eemers  of  the 
land,  and  were  eveii  ^caggeeratad  b^ond  the  troth.  The  two  mi- 
nistan  were  Uheiled  before  the  oonnci]^  (Aognst  11;)  ''bot  Ming 
ta  answer  the  cttatMn,  they  were  denounced,  and  pnt  to  the  king  a 
hem."  Mn  Dickson  retired  to  Lolidon,.and  Mir.  Blaokadder  con- 
cealed himself  for  Ji  time  in  Edinburgh ;  but  hia  house  being  search-- 
ed,  by  the  gnard,  he  was  compelled  to  flee,  and  Inrk  in  the  Merse ; 
but  so  soon  as  the  tuwolt  tnbeided,  he  re-appeared^  and  preadied  at^ 
Mordington,  and  othef  parishea 

The  next  three  yeaifs  of  Mr.  Blackadder*s  life,  were  spent  in 
itinerant  preadb«pg.  ,  In  the  spring  of  1671,  he  again  yisited 
Berrowatouinneai  vd  the  neighboQriM>od.  He  went  to  visit  Lady 
Hilderstome ;  and  bemg  in,dispo8ed»  intended  to  remain  private.  But 
on  Sabbath.moming  early,  the  honse  was  surrounded  with  multi- 
tudes, so  that  qpe^y  the  large  hall  was  filied^-^holding  about 
eight  bmdred  people^  besides  the  rooms  beneath,  and  many  stand-* 
mg  in  the  dose.  Fo^r  thia  meeting  the  lady,  her  son,  and  many  of 
dM  peo^^  were  severely  fined.  But  neither  rigour  nor  bribery 
could  withdraw  the  weltaffected  from  field  conventicles.  Scarcely 
three  weeks  after  the  meeting  at  Hilderstone,  Mr*  Blackadder 
pteached  in  the  same  neighbourhood,  at  the  Black  Dvk  in  Living-* 
stona  He  left  Edinburgh  at  four  o'clock  in  the  mornings  and 
vetnmed  at  ten  in  the  evening.  The  reason  why  he  went  and  came 
bad(  the  same  day,  was  his  tender  respect  for  the  people,  lest,  by 
his  lodging  among  them,  or  in  any  of  their  houses,  they  might  be 
fined  for  ^^retetand  converse.**  On  the  2d  of  January,  1674,  he 
was  invited  to  Kinkel,  where  he  had  often  been  before.  Here  a 
greater  number  than  ever,  was  assembled.    But  an  alarm  being 

E'veOi  and  ^  militia  having  appeared  immediately  after  the  lecture, 
>  waa  obliged  of  a  sodden  to  conclude  the  service. 
Sometime  after  ^is»  however,  he  had  another  meeting  at  Kinkel, 
where  vast  numbers  from  St.  Andrew's  attended  as  hearers,  and  even 
some  of  the  militia*  Sharp  was  that  Sabbath-day  at  home ;  and  hear- 
fa^  of  it  sent  (or  the  provost»and  commanded  him  to  raise  the  military* 
BcA  dissipate  them,  and  ^^rehend  the  minister.  It  is  said  the  pro- 
vost answered,  <  My  lord,  the  mili^  are  gone  there  already  to  hear 
the  preaching,  and  wo  b^ve  none  to  send.'    The  prelate  was  much 
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damped  lln*  even  tliemiHtiAWiiv  goaeto  kew»  IlHtoMl  €i\mmg 
ready  to  dcattar  tJtom.  Tkatdiy,t0V«ralef  Ibender  aortw«ro  c^ 
■erved  to  be  moved,  even  to  weepiag. 

In  Jane,  tins  year,  lie  was  ondmred,  and  m  thooMBid  nerka  offar* 
ed  to  any  that  A&M  i^prdiMd  lunL  But  even  tUa  aevere  watm^ 
sore  did  not  deter  him  from  what  he  ooneeiTed  to  he  hb  daty,  m 
preaching^the  goapeL  Towarda  the  year  16V7,  laa  ind  thait  he 
kept  a  rery  great  eon^entide  at  Iiilie»4eaf  in  Foorreetdiiiie.  -  AhaKt 
the  middle  of  the  aftemoon'a  aermon,  the  militia  dune  aiding'  Ibii- 
ooily  at  fall  gall«^,  and  dmw  m  over  against  the  people,  hot  aadiag' 
them  stand  &tii  they  were  a  httle  damped.  Mr.  Blarkadder  liad 
come  down  and  stood  in  disgoise  among  the  people,  who  wero  «t 
length  indnoed  to  dismiss  qni^y,  and  ^tmm  the  dragooiis  wevegoiw 
he  made  hb  way  in  safety  to  Edinbui^h. 

In  that  year  also,  ^e  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  au^er  waa  fre- 
qnently  dispensed  in  the  Mds.  The  oommonioas  prindpafiy  notad, 
and  most  mmieroiBly  attended,  were-  fonr,  via.  aa  Khrkoiidhiigfat, 
Irongray,  Carrick,  and  East-^Hsbet,  in  the  Merse.  At  the  latter  ef 
these,  which  has  l>een  desmbed  in  the  memonr  of  Mr.  Wdc^  Mr. 
Bladcadder  officiated  as  a  leading  member. 

Ne^year,  1678,  Mr.  Blackadder  was  mnted  to  l>mon  m  Fife, 
where  a  communion  was  held.  Here  again  the  miibary  approach- 
ed, bnt  seeing'  the  people  prepared  to  deifend  thenaelves,  they  im- 
mediately wB^dnew,  withoat"  molesting  them.  In  Jidy  the  same 
year,  he  also  held  a  meeting  near  Cnlross,  about  m  mile  from  Hair- 
hall,  the  andent  residence  of  his  ancestors.  But  it  appears^  that  an 
this  occasion,  every  thing  was  quietly  got  ever. 

FVom  this  phwe,  Mt.  Blackadder  was  catted  to  offidato^  at »  com- 
munion in  Irongray,  Damfries-diire.  On  hb  way  from  GolraaB, 
he  was  met  by  Kirk  of  Smidywell,  in  Dunsoore  jparish,  w4o  had 
come  frt>m  Galloway  and  Nithsdale  to  invite  1dm.  ^  the  conma- 
nion  was  fixed  for  next  Sabbath,  ifadmitted  of  no  deby.  te 
Thursday,  about  ten  o'dock,  he  took  hb  horse  from  Edinbaigfa*  ac- 
companied by  his  wife  and  son  Robert,  who  wldbed  to  see  their 
relations,  and  join  on  the  occasion, — eadi  a  thiag  being  ao  raro  to 
them.  As  they  rode  on  their  way  by  LeadhiDs.  towaHs  Kwterinn 
and  Nithsdale,  they  found  the  roads  covered  with  people^  some  on 
horse,  others  on  frnot,  going  to  be  present  at  ike  commvnion. 

Mr.  J^ackadder  and  hb  company  took  the^  route  to  Cmtloch, 
liiiere  he  stayed  that  night.  Here  'Uieir  numbers  were  incraaaed  to 
a  great  concourse.  On  Saturday  morning,  they  mardied  from  Cait- 
loch  to  ike  cross  of  Meiklewood,  a  high  pbce  in  Nidiadale!,  afcovt 
seven  miles  above  Dumfries.  Thb  he  understood  waa  to  be  the 
rendeivous  of  the  congregation. 

When  Mr.  Bbckadder  reached  tibe  place,  he  fbund  a  laige 
assembly  had  collected.  He  opened  the  service  frmn  these  words 
in  1  Cor.  xL  24.  2>o  tki$  in  remembrtmee  of  me.  HQs  two  diief 
points  were.  That  the  ceremony  was  not  left  arbitrary  to  the 
churchy  but  was  under  a  peremptory  command  from  Christ  himaelt 
Thb  remembrance  was  to  be  renewed  frt^m  time  to  time,  as  seaaona 
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would  permit !  and  thmr  dmne  Mailer's  oomsttiid  was  ftaU  in  foi«^ 
liMogh  man  hmA  iiAibited  and  diinliBi|piiii  tl^ni.  Seoomdfy,  Tbe 
end  ef  tha  inatttadoo^  1H17  it  ooglit  to  be  freqneatly  odebrated 
or  admimstered,  and  wbat  was  eqiedallT  to  be  commemorated. 
Me.  Wdch  pveadrnd  in  tiie  aftemoon,  and  intonated  tiie  oommu- 
Bion  to  take  plaoe  next  day  on  a  liiIL«de  in  Irongraj,  about  f oar 
aflaadktant 

A  short  aooevnt  of  wliat  took  plaoe  at  it,  is  axren  in  tibe  life  of 
ifv.  Weldi.*  Mr.  Blackaddcr  aeems  to  hare  been  employed  only 
in  the  taUe-serriees.  He  was^  howeyer,  engaged  on  tbe  Monday 
Allowing.  On  this  day,  the  tent  waapboed  &  A  sitoation  about 
three  mflea  distance  inm  its  site  en  the  day  preceding,  and  Mv. 
Wankndder  dosed  the  work  by  preaohing  from  Heb.  xiiL  1.  Lei 
hvAariy  bwe  eomtmme. 

After  this,  he  oontinned  Ibr  three  wedcs  in  the  country,  and 
preadied  in  company  with  Mr.  Wekh,  on  the  first  Sunday  at  Dal- 
jkairth  hill  in  IVoqoeer  parish,  and  the  next  at  Gkmgabber  in  Holy- 
wood,  to  great  amltilndes.  He  then  returned  to  Edinburgh,  and 
diorlly  after  made  a  very  narrow  escape  ii^om  the  troopers,  at  a 
meeting  which  he  had  near  Lanark.  He  waa  after  this  for  some 
time  hud  up  at  CUasgow,  in  consequence  of  a  severe  sickness. 
And  on  removing  from  tiience,  in  &e  month  of  September,  was 
made  the  beaier  H  an  overture  ftam  the  minist^s,  in  that  quarter, 
whidi  had  in  view  to  allay  the  dissendons  respecting  the  indulgence. 
fVora  this  time,  partly  from  grief  at  these  imhinpy  dissensions^ 
nnd  partly  from  his  remaining  ailments,  he  was  little  abroad  till 
M^,  167^.  On  the  hut  Stbbath  of  that  moath»  (Ae  one  iaunedi- 
atcJy  previous  to  the  meeting  at  Drumdog,)  he  ventured  to  preadi 
at  Fdo-moor  in  livingstone*  Dnnng  the  whole  of  the  succeeding 
month,  and  consequently  at  the  time  of  the  engagement  at  Both- 
wdl,  he  was  confined  to  IJdinburgh,  by  a  severe  rheumatism.  He 
was  therefore  not  present,  and  took  no  pari  in  that  mem<HraUe,  and, 
to  his  friends  nltimatdy  most  disastrous  event. 

Indeed  he  seems  to  have  been  very  doubtful  as  to  the  warrant- 
aUeness  and  propriety  of  the  rising  which  on  tiiat  occasion  was  sup- 
pressed. He  did  not,  however,  in  the  least,  shrink  from  what  he 
conceived  to  be  his  duty.  And  immediatdy  after  ^e  indemnity 
and  indulgence  which  succeeded  that  events  were  promulgated,  he 
gave  a  strong  indication  of  his  boldness  and  independence,  by  re- 
suming his  preachings  in  the  fidds,  contrary  to  the  statute  which 
now  showed  conventideB  in  private  houses.  He  fHreached  at  the  seat 
of  Sir  James  Stuart'  of  Goodtrees  near  Edinburgh,  and  at  Southfidd, 
in  the  paridi  of  Cramond,  where  about  four  thouMud  were  assembled, 
lawyers,  advocates,  burgesses,  sohMers,  and  common  beggars;  yet 
an  gave  reverend  attention :  they  seraied  to  acquiesce,  who  came  to 
oppose.    These  meetings  did  raise  a  great  outcry ;  but  he  did  it 
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dii<fl7^irilli«deiigato«howiialt]»96ipcld«^iiot'fe^  lion^^ 
cd  or  ooniiiedto.  privity  ifM^  Ifaoot  Iraek  lie  itet  at  Lard  Tor* 
4)iiEidien*8«  The  laAfrnmytTikm  beaaiig^  wiure  Ifa  enrale  wae 
iiaMu^lMg  te  nxteeft  yui— ni  Here  he  dedsrcli  hii  jodgmefll 
iil^MiMf  liiUrfl  ininipTirri  liiwin  isi  liiniinniifrtimhrmhfiirTitri 
I'jrom  thenoB  he  weotto  Berayfrgtoup«eii»  wheie  the  meeting  wis 
dispersed  by  the  soldiera  from  Blaeknessy  aad  he  hiMMolf  neitfy 
taken.  It  wuiiero  tiiB^hk  iob  Adara^aa  inade  pciioiier,  ft^ 
ieadiaghisfatiier;  bat  n^en  a  teetimnrtil  from  the  magMMftet  aff 
Bdmbngh,  he  was  set  free;  After  thia,  iflr.  Blaiihaildfr  preached 
at  Kirkakly,  at  €kd»'Water,  aadtii  Uvkigstniie,  where thejr met  «a^ 
der  domd  of  mgbt,  and  difluised  in  peace  helore  day^beeL 

About  the  ttid  ef.  Mxf  1680^  he  reaobwl  im  a  v<»yafe  iot  Hid- 
land,  his  eldest  son  being  to  comm^ice  doctor  of  medidne  at  htj^ 
den.  They  had  crees  innds  an  the  paioage  for  eteren  days,  and 
were  sore  toseed,  the  ship  having  strock  eighteen  linM.  They 
came  op  the  Maes  to  Rotterdam,  wbelre  he  stayed  fifteen  weelr%^ 
preaching  every  Sabbath.  Towards  the  end  of  8eptembeiv*  he  re» 
turned  in  a  veaiel  belonging  to  Prestenpaas,  and  arrired  in  Sdia* 
buigh  the  same  day  on  which  Mr*  John  .IMekson  was  sent  to  the 


In  Janaary  1661^  he  risited  Troqueer,  at  the  request  of  his  eld 
parishioners.  He  kit  Edinbnigh  on  Thniaday  night,  and  next 
jSabbath  preached  at  Dalscairth  to  a.vast  assemUyi  who iiad  gatheri> 
,ed  out  of  Annandale,  Galloway,  Nithsdale,  and  almott  the  whole 
town  of  Dumfries.  It  was  on  this  <>cCatioa  be  nmde  the  patfaetie 
allusion  to  his  lately  deceased  friend  Ma  Welch,  whidh  has  been 
already  recorded  ia  the  life  of  that  wordiy.  Hearing  of  the  jea« 
lousies  which  had  beM  propi^ated  in  the  south  by  mme  of  tha 
more  violent  brethren,  particulady.  in  Annandale^  where  the  peepla 
were  casting  at  all  indulgenoeli,  he  resolved  on  a  visit  to  that  ooanii> 
try.  From  thence,  after  remaining  some  day%  he  retaned  ta 
Dumfries  by  Rockhall,  and  on  Friday  he  ^^eaobed  again  in  has  old 
parish.  On  hb  way  back  to  Edinburgh  he  preached  at  SimdyweD, 
in  Dunscore,  and  also  at  the  water  of  Urr»  and  at  Anefaendiaia  t 
but  hearing  of  Us  wife's  iUn^  he  was  necessitated  to  retui% 
grieved  at  leaving  the  work  wUch  had  been  so  successfriL  After 
this  he  went  no  more  to  the  south. 

The  last  of  his  public  labomn  was  in  East-Lothian,  about  ten 
days  before  he  was  ap^'ehended.  He  preached  on  a  hill  aver 
i^[ainst  the  Bass,  and  prayed  for  the  prisoners.  He  bad  an  invita- 
tion to  Tiviotdak  the  following  Sabbath,  but  was  seiaed  in  his  house 
at  Edmburgh  the  week  previous.  The  circumstances  rehiting  to  his 
seizure  and  examination  ace  as  follow  : — 

On  Tuesday  morning,  (April  5,)  the  party  came  to  his  house 
befbre  he  arose.  His  daughter  and  servant  were  i^i.  About  £ve 
or  six  o'clock  one  knocked  softly  at  ^e  hanging  gate :  she  opened 
the  door ;  mid  it  proved  to  be  Johnston,  ^e  town-major,  with  a 
party  at  his  back,  who  came  into  the  hall,  and  asked  '  If  there  were 
any  i^trangers  in  the  house.'     She  said,  ^No.'     Yet  he  came  to  -the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


JOHN  Bl^AQKADBER.  «lt 

th^iBBim  whare^W  fiitber  "wm  lyiag,  patdag  t^c»  end  of  U*  wOS  td 
tho  side  of  the  curtaiiiy  and  then  went  vp  st^  to  the  gallei*jr  where 
the  minister  used  to  stayv  w^d  fonad  only  hi§  mm  lyin^  in  die-  bed^ 
/uj^  caaae  downag^n  to  his  cbuabery  aaying  to  the  ikwiiBter's  wife, 
'  Mistress^  desiise  your  h^aad  to  lis^.'  H0»  lodiiifg  .fittth  D«t  of 
the  bedy  said,  <  How  npw,  ms^or,  is  that  yon,  I  urn.  not  scn^nsed^ 
but  where  is  your  order  ?'  The  othfir  fftid,  *  You  we  only  to  rwe 
end  come  down  to  a  friend  in  the  CslAongalie.'  ^  Welli'  said  the 
jQunisteiv  'if  I  ^ere  dr^^  I  api  fWy*'  Meaatinie  he  ^oke 
quietly  to  his  m^i  to  wait  on  the  prisoner.  But  he  Itfmself  stepi 
.fortii  and  went  quickly  to  Dsd^iel  in  the  Cititongate.  ABjn  he  re- 
turned, the  minister  callii^  jfpr  a  driid<;i  ^ou^t  a  bfetsuig,  and 
cansed  give  them  all  tp  driul^and  went.^orth ;  hw  wife  bein^  very 
sickly,  yet  behaved  mor^  quietly  thaa  hfi  oodd  ha^e  believed.  The 
miyor  took  him  down  the  Cowgate^  hi^i^elf  eu  the  one  hand,  'tmi 
the  minister's  son  Thomas  on  the  othar»  the  party  fofiowjng,  and 
brought  him  to  JDabiers  lodg^i:^  near  the  fo^  9f  Ihi^  Canongake. 
The  ou^or  went  ^t>  the  minister  following,  Jjnliael  himself  open- 
ing the  door.  The  major  told  he  had  brought  the  pflioner;  Diuuel 
bade  him  take  him  to  the  guard.  The  miaialer  stuping  up  stain, 
said,  ^  May  I  speak  a  little ;'  At  w1|ich  he  rudely  ra§^  <  You,  Sir^ 
have  spoken  too  much ;  I  would  hang  you  with  my  own  hands  over 
that  outshott.'  .  He  knew  not  ye^  who  he  wa%  ^r  what  was  laidtct 
his  charge  till  afterward,  as  the  D|iaister  perceifed  by  a  stjfunge 
alteration  of  his  calmness  to  him  when  he  came  to  the  oottrt  «l 
twelve  o'clock. 

The  minister,  finding  bun  in  f  uch  ill  mood»  ta«ed  about,  and 
came  away  with  the  m^r,  who  put  him  not  in  the  osimnon  gilard^ 
but  delivered  him  to  Gafntain  Murray,  Philiphaugh's««icl(},  who  kepi 
him  in  his  owu  chamber  within  the  Abbey*  At  eleven,  he  seal 
twelve  soldiers  without  their  mi|jor,  who  eonveyed  him  to  the  council^ 
house»  to  a  chamber  next  to  whfere  the  eommiittee  sat.  Theeommit* 
tee  rose  at  twelve  without  calling  him ;  oidy  a  sub-committee  came 
to  a  side-room,  and  sat  down,  and  called  for  the  prisOneiv  who  canew 
Hii  examinators  were  the  Duke  of  Rothes,  dumcellor ;  the  kiilg's 
advocate.  Sir  Croorge  M'Kenzie ;  General '  Bahdel^  nod  Bishop  Pe- 
terson of  Edinbuigh* 

C^an,  Are  yon  a  minister?  Am  I  am.  O^m.  Where,  and 
how  long  since?  A*  At  Troqjaeer,  in  Galloway^  since  1653. 
ChioiL  Did  you  exconunnmcate  the  kiiig;  or  was  yon  at  Torwood 
at  that  time  ?  A-  1  have  not  been  at  Totwopd  these  four  years. 
Chan.  But  what  do  you  think  of  it  ?  do  you  approve  of  it  ?  A* 
Though  I  be  as  free  to  answer  to  that  as  well  as  to  all  the  former ; 
yet  J  must  tell  you  I  came  here  to  give  acoount  of  my  judgment  to 
no  man ;  therefore,  seeing  this  is  an  interrogating  of  me  twont  my 
thoi^hts,  I  humbly  beg  to  be  excused.  Produce  a  libel,  and  1*11 
endeavour  to  answer  it  as  I  can.  [On  this  point  he  was  repeatedly 
interrogated  by  liie  dianoellor  and  the  advocate,  but  to  no  purpose.] 
Chan.  But  do  you  approve  of  taking  the  king's  life,  and  oomiemn* 
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ing  him  in  soul  and  body?  A,  No,  I  do  not,  and  no  good  vatn. 
wilL  Chan.  Sir,  you  hare  done  yoorsdf  a  fiftvour  in  saying  so. 
But  we  hear  yon  ke^  oonrenlicles  since  ihe  last  indemnity  ?  A. 
I  need  not  ask  what  is  meant  hy  oonrenticles,  semng  that  term  has 
been  frequently  apj^ied  to  onr  preadung,  'vdio  are  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  and  under  uie  strictest  obligations  to  exercise  our  ministry, 
as  we  shall  be  answerable  at  the  great  day.  My  lord,  I  haye  the 
honour  to  be  lawfully  and  dnly  called  to  the  sacred  function,  and 
am  bound  to  exerdse  that  office,  which  I  ever  did  and  still  do  a^ 
count  my  duty,  abstracting  from  all  indemnities  whaterer.  Chan. 
But  you  hare  preached  in  the  fidds,  that  is  on  moors  and  hill-sides. 
I  flhali  not  ask  if  you  have  preached  in  houses  or  not,  though  there 
is  not  liberty  even  for  that?  A.  I  place  no  case  of  conscience,  nor 
make  any  difference  betwixt  preaching  in  houses  or  in  the  fields, 
but  as  may  best  serve  the  eonyenience  of  the  hearers ;  nor  know  I 
of  any  restriction  lying  on  me'from  the  word  of  God,  where  I  haye 
my  commission,  which  reaches  to  houses  and  fields,  within  and  with- 
out doors.  Chan.  You  know,  and  no  doubt  haye  seen,  the  laws 
discha^ng  such  preaching  ?  A.  My  Lord,  no  doid>t  I  haye,  and  I 
am  sorry  diat  there  oyer  should  haye  been  laws  and  acts  made 
agunst  preaching  the  gospel.  Chan.  Not  against  ^e  gospel,  but 
against  sedition  and  rebellion.  A.  I  preach  no  sedition  or  rebellion. 
[Then  the  lord  adyocate  rose  out  of  his  place,  and  came  to  the  pri- 
soner, and  asked  him.  Why  he  answered  not  more  clearly  to 
the  chancellor  about  the  excommunication?  and  alleged  he  was 
straitened.^  A  I  am  noways  straitened  or  confused  about  Ihat ;  but 
I  do,  of  purpose,  shun  to  answer  such  interrogatories  as  require  me 
to  giye  account  of  my  Uionghts  and  judgment  about  persons  or  prac- 
tices, not  knowing  how  many  such  questions  may  be  put,  or  what 
use  may  be  made  of  them ;  and  I  am  here  only  to  answer  for  mat- 
ters of  fitct  that  concern  myself.  [Then  intending  to  speak  some- 
what more,  he  craVed  liberty  to  be  heard.]  Chan.  Ton  haye  leare 
to  speak,  if  you  speak  not  treason.  [But  mimediately  the  dianoellor 
rose  and  went  forth  with  the  other  two,  it  being  near  one  o'dodc, 
their  dinner  hour.^ 

On  the  morning  of  the  second  day*s  examination,  he  sent  his  son 
Thomas,  to  tell  Colonel  Blackadder,  a  cousin  of  his,  who  went  and 
informed  General  Dalziel  better  what  he  was.  After  that,  Dakid 
was  most  calm,  and  fer  from  the  temper  he  was  in  before. 

Chan.  Haye  you  not  been  in  Fife  somedme,  and  kept  conyenti- 
des  there  ?  A.  No  doubt,  my  Lord,  I  haye  been  seymd  times  in 
IFife.  Chan.  I  suppose  I  be  little  obliged  to  you  in  Fife  as  I  hear  ? 
A.  As  I  can  put  Uule  obligation  on  a  person  of  sndi  quality,  so  I 
know  as  little  wherein  I  haye  disobliged  your  Lordship.  Chasu 
Then  there  must  be  another  minister  of  your  name  ?  A.  To  speak  , 
freely  of  my  own  name,  I  know  none  of  them  so  happy  as  to  be  a  ' 
minister  except  myself.  Gen.  DalzieL  Mr.  Blackadder,  what  family 
are  you  of,  are  you  of  the  house  of  Tulliallan?  (The  General  him- 
self was  allied  to  it)    A.  Yes,  General,  I  am,  and  Hie  nearest  aliye 
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to  represent  that  fBinlly,  altlioogh  it  is  now  brought  low  and  mined. 
Bish,  Palerson.  Are  yon  Sir  John's  son  ?     [To  this  he  gave  no  an- 
swer, declining  him  as  a  spiritual  lord,  and  sitting  there  in  a  dril 
'  capacity.] 

At  two  o'clock  on  Wednesday,  Captain  Mutland,  who  was  on 
the  guard,  told  the  prisoner  he  was  to  carry  him  up  to  the  council 
at  three,  and  desired  him  to  be  ready.  When  the  duke  went  to 
the  council,  he  (Mr.  Blackadder)  was  ranked  among  three  rank  of 
musketeers  in  Captain  Maitland's  company,  who  marched  him  up 
-the  rear  of  the  life-guard,  who  attended  the  duke  up  streets.  When 
'lie  Tame  to  the  Parliament-dose,  the  captain  sent  four  soldiers  to  wait 
on  the  prisoner  in  an  outer  room,  till  he  should  be  called.  Th^^ 
he  sat  m>m  three  till  five  o'dock,  when  the  council  rose.  He  was 
not  called,  which  he  marvelled  at ;  but  sent  his  son  Thomas  to  in- 
quire what  word  was  concerning  him ;  who  answered,  he  believed 
he  was  sentenced  to  the  Bass. 

This  was  without  any  more  hearing  than'  what  has  been  related 
in  the  examination  before  the  three  counsellors.  He  was  conveyed 
down  the  street  behind  the  duke  and  his  guard,  and  returned  to  the 
captain's  chamber,  where  he  was  kept  all  night ;  the  captain  cour- 
teously sufiPering  him  to  get  in  a  feather-bed,  which  he  laid  on  the 
floor,  where  he  lay  down  with  his  dothes  on,  not  being  yet  quite 
certain  whither  he  was  to  be  sent  on  ihe  morrow,  but  he  desired  his* 
son  to  have  two  horses  in  waiting,  one  for  each  of  them.  About 
six  next  morning,  three  of  the  liferguards  came  to  carry  him  to  the 
Bass.  The  party  was  commanded  by  one  Rollock.  They  carried 
discreetly  toward  him,  and  gave  hb  son  leave  to  ride  along  with 
him,  and  carry  his  father's  doak-bag.  They  came  to  Ca^eton, 
over  against  the  Bass,  about  three  afternoon.  The  prisoner  dined 
the  whole  party  there ;  and  after  dinner^  two  of  them  went  over 
with  him  in  a  boat  to  the  Bass,  where- he  was  delivered  to  the  go- 
vernor about  five  afternoon  on  Thursday  April  7,  1681. 

After  he  had  continued  above  four  years  in  this  prison,  his. 
health,  which  had  already  suffered  severely,  became  so  much  im- 
paired by  the  ungenial  ur  of  the  place,  as  to  endanger  his  life. 
His  friends  in  Edinburgh,  having  laid  before  the  council  an  attested 
declaration  of  his  indisposition,  gave  in  a  petition,  (June  20, 
1685,^  "craving  liberty  for  him  to  be  brought  to  Edinburgh." 
But  m  answer  to  this  he  was  merely  allowed  to  change  his  place 
of  residence  to  Dunbar  or  Haddington  prison,  as  he  might  choose. 
Finding  his  object  would  thus  be  altogether  defeated,  he  wrote  back 
to  his  friends,  solidting  some  further  mitigation  of  restrictions. 
Application  was,  accoidingly,  made  a  second  time  to  the  council, 
that  they  would  grant  the  petitioner  the  indulgence  of  being  at- 
tended in  his  last  moments  by  his  own  family,  from  whom  alone  he 
could  have  that  treatment  and  attention  whidi  his  situation  required. 
Meanwhile  his  distemper,  it  appears,  had  increased,  and  gave  symp- 
toms of  fatal  termination ;  which  being  again  represented  to  the 
coundl,  "  They  (on  the  8d  December)  1685,  appoint  him  to  bo 
liberate  immediately  in  regard  of  his  great  danger,  on  bond  of  five 
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thousand  iiierkg  to  confine  himaQlf  to  tke  town  of  E£nbiiigb.'*  Bet 
before  this  tardy  order  coold  be  earned  kto  e£Feot  he  had  gained  a 
more  glorious  liberty^  and  was  beyond  the  reach  of  further  peiveca- 
tion.  He  died  on  the  Bass,  having  nearly  completed  his  seroitieth 
year^  and  was  buried  in  the  clmrch^yard  of  North-Berwick,  where 
a  handsome  tombstone  still  marks  his  grave.  Thus,  after  varioos 
and  protracted  hardships,  this  venerable  and  woitby  man  fdl  a 
sacrifice,  like  many  others,  in  the  cause  of  civil  and  re lig^ious  inde- 
pendence ;  refusing,  with  his  dying  breath,  to  make  a  ba^  and  cri- 
minal surrender  of  those  sacred  privileges  which  he  had  i^[arded 
as  his  birthright,  and  which  he  had  so  Ip^g  maintnined  at  the  peril 
of  his  life. 

The  following  beautiful  Epitaph,  high! j  dflScriptiTe  of  hit  ciui- 
nicter,  was  placed  upon  his  tomb ;— <• 

Blest  John,  for  Jont*  nke,  in  Patmot  boaa^ 
His  prifloa  Bethel,  FMonos  Piigih  found ; 
So  the  bleM*d  John,  en  yonder  rock  coufload, 
Hh  body  «uifer*d,  bat  no  chains  ooold  bind 
His  heaven-asptring  soul ;  while  day  by  day 
As  fh>m  Mount  ragah*s  top,  he  did  sm^ey 
Tlie  promised  land,  and  Tiew'd  the  crown  by  fldth 
Laid  up  for  thoss  who  faithful  are  1(11  death. 
Grace  (6rm*d  him  in  the  Cliristlan  Hero's  mould- 
Meek  in  his  own  oonuans    In's  Master's  bold  ; 
Paasiona  to  Reason  chained,  Pnidenea  did  lead- 
Zeal  warm'd  his  brsasl»  and  Rcaaoa  ooolM  his  head. 
Five  years  on  the  lon«  rock,  yet  sweet  abod^ 
He  Enoch-like  snjoy*d,  and  walked  with  God ; 
Tni,  by  long  living  on  this  heaTtaly  fbodf 
His  soul  by  love  grsw  up  too  great,  too  good 
Ta  ha  confined  «•  jail,  or  fledi  and  bk»d. 
Death  broke  his  fetters  off»  thei^  swift  hs  fled 
From  sin  and  spirow ;  and*  by  angels  led, 
Entered  the  mt^nsions  of  eteinal  Joy  ;— 
Blest  soul,  thy  warihre*!  done,  praise,  kve,  a^oji 
His  dast  here  rests  till  Jesus  ooae  againi— 
Even  so^  Uest  Jmvm,  oeme    €opi»  hn^-TjLjaaL 


ALEXANDER  FEDER 

AhMXAvomu  Pbdbn,  whose  name  is  so  fitmitiar  to  the  k^abilnnts  ot 
thewestofSoothnd*  was  a  native  of  Soni,i&  the  shire  of  Ayr.  He 
was  bom  about  the  year  1626,  andl  after  he  hmi  passed  the  usaal 
course  of  learning  at  the  unirersity,  was,  for  some  time,  employed 
as  8€ho(Jmasler^  fwecentor,  and  session-derk,  to  Mr.  Gnthrie,  minis- 
ter of  Tarbolton.*     AVhen  he  was  about  to  eater  into  the  ministry 


•  Aeoordingto  Mr.  Wodrow,  he  waasQmetimealsoprBosntaraliFeBwkh.  8b» 
his  History,  vol.  i.  p.  ^3. 
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he  was  aeciuied  bj  a  yoan^  woman,  as  bi^iiig  the  filther  6f  i^  child,  of 
which  she  was  pregnant.  But  from  this  aspersion  he  #as  Mly 
deared,  by  the  confession  of  the  real  fether.  The  wbman,  aflelr 
suffering  many  calamities,  put  an  end  to  her  own  life,  in  the  very 
same  place  where  Mr.  Peden  had  spent  twenty-four  hours,  seeking 
the  dirine  direction,  while  embarrassed  with  this  afiait^. 

A  little  before  the  Restotation,  he  was  settled  minister  at  KeW 
Luce  in  Galloway,  where  he  continued  only  about  three  years, 
until  he  was,  among  others,  thrust  out  by  the  violence  and  tyranny 
of  the  times.    Wli^  aboirt  to  depart  firom  tbt  parishi  he  lectul^d 

Skin  AfSto  xz.  from  the  seventh  verse  to  the  end,  and  preached  in 
e  fbrenoon  from  these  #ords,  in  the  Slst  verse.  Therefore  watch^ 
and  remember^  that  for  the  space  of  three  yeart  I  ceased  not  to  warn 
every  fnath  &c.  asserting  that  he  had  denlured  mnto  them  the  wholt 
eoonsel  of  God,  and  professing  he  was  free  frtim  the  blood  of  afl 
men.  In  the  afternoon,  he  preached  from  the  S2d  verse,  And  noicr, 
hrethreny  I  commend  you  to  the  toord  of  his  grace,  &c  a  sermon  which 
occasioned  a  weeping  day  in  that  church,  tie  many  tunes  request* 
ed  them  to  be  silent ;  but  they  sorrowed  most  of  all,  when  he  told 
them,  they  should  never  see  his  face  in  that  pulpit  ^igAn.  He  cotf- 
tinued  tiD  night,  and  when  he  closed  the  pmpit  door,  he  knod^ed 
three  times  very  hard  on  it,  whh  his  Bible,  saying  three  times  over^ 
**  I  arrest  thee,  in  my  Master's  name,  that  none  ever  enter  thee,  but 
such  as  come  in  by  the  door,  as  I  have  done."  Accordingly  never 
did  curate  or  indulged  enter  that  pulpit  until  the  Rev<^ution,  that 
toe  of  the  Presbyterian  persnasion  opened  it. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  year  16C6,  a  prodamatioh  was  emit- 
ted by  the  Council  against  him,  and  sevml  of  the  ^ected  ministers ; 
wherein  he  was  chained  with  holding  conventide%  preaching  and 
baptising  children  at  Ralstonn  in  Kilmarnock,  and  at  Castlehill  in 
Craigie  parish,  where  he  baptized  twenty-four  children.  And  upon 
his  rion-appearance  at  this  citation,  he  was  next  year  declared  a 
rebel,  and  forfeited  in  both  life  and  fortune.* 

After  this,  he  joined  with  that  faithftd  party,  which,  in  the  same 
year,  was  broken  at  Pentland  hills:  and  with  them  he  came  the 
Umg^  of  Clyde,  and  psttted  with  them  there.  Afterwards,  when 
6ne  of  his  friends  said  to  him,  <<  Sir,  you  did  well  that  left  them,  see- 
ing you  was  persuaded  that  they  would  fiall  and  flee  before  die 
enany;*  he  was  offraded,  and  said,  '^  Glory,  fflory  to  God,  that  he 
sent  me  not  to  hell  inunediately,  for  I  shoidd  have  stayed  with  them, 
though  I  had  been  cut  in  pieces." 

In  the  same  year,  he  met  with  a  very  remarkable  deliverance* 
Riding  together  widi  Mr.  Wekh,  and  the  Laird  of  (^eroVer,  they 
met  a  party  of  the  enemy's  hmrse,  wbran  there  was  no  evithig.  The 
Laird  fainted,  fearing  they  should  be  taken,  Mr  Peden  seeing  this, 
said,  "  Keep  up  your  courage  and  confidence,  for  God  hath  laid  an 
arrest  on  these  men,  that  they  shall  do  us  no  harm."     When  they 


•  Wodrow'i  nistmy,  voL  I.  p.  235. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


516  •>  SCOTS  WORTHIES. 

met,  they  were  <;oarteou8,  and  asked  the  way.  Mr.  Peden  weal  off 
the  road»  and  showed  them  the  ford  of  the  water  of  Titt.  When 
he  returned,  the  Laird  said,  Why  did  you  go  ?  you  might  have  let 
the  kd  go  with  them.  No,  said  he,  they  might  have  asked  ques- 
tions of  the  lad,  which  might  have  discovered  us ;  but  as  for  me^  I 
knew  ^ey  would  be  like  £gyptian  dogs ;  they  could  not  move,  a 
.toi^e  against  me,  my  time  not  being  yet  come.* 


*  From  the  iHBOaiceB  related  in  the  life  6f  Mr.  Peaeo,  it  would.  anNtf  that  hm 
waa  beHered  to  possess,  in  a  very  high  degree,  the  gift  of  prophecy,  at  least  the 
knowledge  of  fiiture  events  relating  to  himself  and  friends,  lliere  is,  indeed^  m 
small  tract,  which  has  been  in  extenslTe  drcnlation  for  a  hundred  years,  and  I9 
known  to  every  peasant  in  Scotland,  entitled,  *'  The  prophecbs  of  Alexander  Pe- 
den.** It  is  not  certain  who  was  the  author ;  bat  It  is  geocnOy  ascribed  to  a  Pa- 
trick Wallcer,  who  was  well  known  among  religious  people  Ln  Scodand  «  esntary 
ago.  The  credulity  of  the  author,  whoever  he  was,  must  have  bec^  begNMid.  mea- 
sure^ and  his  discretion  proportionably  limited.  I  have  lately  been  favoured  with 
a  peniHsl  of  a  number  of  letters  in  the  hand  writing  of  James  Erskinor  Lord 
i^range,  to  Wodmw  the  historian.  His  Lordsliip  knew  the  author,  though  ho 
does  not  give  his  name,  which  perhaps  Wodrow  koew  as  well  as  himself;  and  ha 
writes  of  him  and  his  book  as  follows : 

Extract  of  a  Lettsr  From  Lord  Grange  to  Mr.  Wodrow,  16th  AprH  1725. 

**  As  to  the  account  you  mentioned  lately  printed  of  Mr.  Peden,  you  will  re- 
member, that  some  months  ago,  I  wrote  to  yon  how  very  wilful  some  people 
were,  who  having  picked  up  some  things,  and  being  endued  with  smaO  suffideney, 
would  publish  them.  The  author  of  that  pleee  was  so  fan  my  view.  A 
great  deal  of  pains  were  taken  to  dissuade  him  from  printing  it ;  at  least  tiH  It 
should  be  revised  by  men  of  sound  Judgment :  but  all  vras  in  vain,  and  he  would 
not  stop  one  day.  I  have  talked  about  it  with  some  who^  were  personally  ao- 
quainted  with  Mr.  Peden,  and  were  often  in  his  company,  and  from  whom  I 
have  heard  several  uncommon  things  about  him.  Tliey  say  the  author  Is  mis- 
taken as  to  several  drcumstanees ;  but  as  to  the  main,  in  all  the  passages,  or  moit 
of  them,  whereof  they  had  particular  knowledge,  (and  were  eye  and  ear  witnesses 
of  diverse,)  they  say  he  tells  the  truth ;  but  missing  of  drcumstanees^  and  a 
wrong  way  and  nuumer  of  ^lamting,  in  matters  so  delicate,  gives  them  a  very 
di^rent  form  and  appetrmoe.** 

This  amounts  nearly  to  what  I  supposed,  and  expressed  in  tome  Notes  near 
the  beginning  of  this  volume.  Mr.  Piden  was  a  man  of  praysr,  of  natunJ  si^ga- 
city,  of  spiritual  discernment,  and  a  great  observer  of  the  ways  of  provideoceu 
He  could  foresee  what  would  be  the  result  of  certain  measures,  and  What  calaml- 
tiM  foolish  and  wicked  men  would  bring  upon  themselves  and  others ;  and  when 
such  things  came  to  pass  as  he  had  foretold,  his  too  credulous  friends  ascribed  it 
to  the  gift  of  prophecy.  The  author  "  picked  up**  reports  of  then  things  about 
thirty  years  after  PMen*s  death.  «  But  missing  of  drcumstsnces,^  as,  no  doubt, 
Howie  wbo  has  done^  **  and  a  wrong  way  and  manner  of  narrating,  in  matten  so 
delicate,  gives  them  a  very  different  form  and  appearance.*'  Ssgadous  forssi^t 
was  made  to  have  the  appearance  of  a  prophetic  spirit.  At  Che  same  time,  I  am 
not  so  wedded  to  my  opinion  on  this  subject,  as  not  to  admit,  that  men  who  lived 
in  such  Intimate  daHy  communion  with  God,  as  Mr.  Peden  did,  may  have  had 
pr^$entiment9  of  things,  with  regard  to  themselves  and  the  church,  of  w^ieh 
Christians  of  a  lesser  growth  can  form  no  conception. — When  they  were  so  h^y, 
in  the  midst  of  all  their  sufferings,  as  to  have  much  freedom  in  prayer,  or  vrhat 
they  called  greit  nearness  to  God,  filling  their  mouths  with  aipiments  for  favour 
to  themselveib  their  fHends,  and  the  church  at  large,  they  rose  from  their  kaesa 
with  a  oomfonable  persuasion,  that  they  would  receive  the  things  which  diey 
asked.  No  doubt  in  many  instance  they  did  so  ;  and  often,  perhaps,  they  r»- 
^ved  far  better  than  they  asked  of  s  very  different  kind.     But  had  ihtj  givea 
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He  passed  his  time  sometimes  in  Scodai^  and  sometimes  in  Ire- 
land, until  Juney  1673,  when  he  was  taken  by  Major  Cockbnm,  • 
in  the  house  of  Hugh  Ferguson  of  Knookdow,  in  Caniek^  who  had 
constrained  him.  to  stay  all  night.  Mr.  Peden  lold  him,  it  woold  be 
a  dear  night's  quarters  to  them  both ;  accordingly  they  were-  both 
carried  prisoners  to  Edinburgh.  There  the  said  Hugh  was  fined  in 
1000  merks  for  reset,  harbour,  and  conrerse  with  him.  Some  time 
after  his  examination,  he  was  sent  prisoner  to  the  Bass. 

While  there,  the  following  extraordinary  ctronftigtances  are  said 
to  have  happened  to  him.  One  Sabbath  morning,  being  atbout  the 
public  worsiiip  of  God,  a  young  girl  about  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
came  to  the  chamber  door,  modcmg  with  loud  lao^hter,  he  said.  Poor 
diing,  thou  laughest  and  mockest  at  the  worship  of  God,  but  ere  long 
God  shall  write  such  a  sudden  and  surprising  judgment  on  thee,  that 
ahall  stay  thy  laughing.  Very  shortly  after  that,  as  she  was  w^ing 
on  the  rock,  a  blast  of  wind  swept  her  ofP  into  the  sea,  where  she  was 
lost.  Another  day,  as  he  was  waUdng  on  the  rock,  some  soldiers  were 
passing  by,  and  one  of  them  cried,  '*  The  devil  take  him.*'  He  said, 
.  ^  Fy,  fy  I  poor  man,  thou  knowest  not  w^t  Ihou  art  saying :  but 
thou  shedt  repent  that."  At  this  he  stood  astonished,  and  went  to 
the  guard  distracted,  cr3ring  out  for  Mr.  Peden,  and  saying,  That 
the  devil  was  coming  to  take  him  away.  Mr.  Peden  being  brought, ' 
spoke  to  and  prayed  for  him,  and  next  morning  came  to  him  again, 
and  found  him  in  his  right  mind,  under  deep  convictions  of  gjuilt. 
The  guard  being  to  change,  they  conmumded  him  to  his  arms,  but 
he  raised ;  and  s^d.  He  would  lift  no  arms  against  Jesus  Christ, 
his  cause,  and  people ;  *^  I  have  done  that  too  long."  The  Gover- 
nor threatened  him  with  death  by  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock.  He 
confidently  said,  three  times  over,  That  though  he  should  tear 
him  in  pieces,  he  should  never  lift  arms  that  way.    About  three 


oat  tbeir  eacpected  answen  of  prayer,  with  tbe  Bamiranoe  of  dlviiM  predictions,  or 
eonnted  for  certain  on  recaivfag  tha  ftry  thinga  which  they  prayed  for,  thejr 
would  often  hare  been  grierously  disappointed.  Wbitefie]4»  a  worthy  of  a  later 
period,  had  <me  son  whom  he  deroted  to  God^  and  to  the  ministry,  from  his  birth. 
He  felt  aisafod  that  he  would  Uto  to  preach  the  fospd*  as  he  himadf  had  dofte. 
But  the  child  died,  and  the  faith  of  the  father,  fbc  a  tine,  was  shaken.  But  it* 
was  a  thiuf  with  which  fiUth  had  nothing  to  do^  £ar  God  bad  given  no  rerelatioa. 
about  that  child ;  and  the  father,  received,  I  doabt  not,  the  answer  of  his  prayers 
in  an  infinitely  higher  sense  than  he  was  thinking  of.     v 

Many  of  our  worthiea  died  on  the  scaffold  with  a  full  persoasioo  that  God  wa& 
about  to  do  gkrious  things  for  the  church  of  Scotland.  This  had  been  the  sub-* 
Ject  of  their  daily  pnyers ;  and  they  died  in  the  confidence  that  they  had  not  prayed 
in  rain.  The  churRh  had,  indeed,  a  glorious  deUversace  from  persecution  on  tlia 
arrival  of  King  William.  But  that  was  nothing  like  what  they  desired  and  ex- 
pected,  and  foretobft  Had  they  lived  to  sea  the  Revolution  settlement  of  the- 
Churdi  of  So9tland,  they  would  have  r^ected  it  as  was  done  by  thousands  of. 
tlieir  brethren  who  survived.  In  shmrt,  they  would  have  found  the  glory  dqiart* 
cd.  It  has  never  returned,  according  to  what  they  understood  to  be  i^rioas  in 
tb^chunh;  and  I  suspect  never  will.  But  their  prayers  were  not  in  vain. 
Tlaey  shaU  be  answered  in  due  Ume^  by  far  more  glorious  things  than  they  vrers 
blinking  of,  when  the  Lord  shall  arise  and  h«ve  mercy  upon  Sion>  and  comfort  aU 
h«  waste  phkces.  W.  M'G.    . 
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dajf  (fter^  Ihe  Goremor  pnt  lum  (brth  of  Ae^farrisoii,  seltifl^  Uxn 
adhofe.  And  he  hanng  a  wife  a«d  cliiMreB>  teok  a  Imsm  in  Bail 
Iiolhian,  where  he  became  a  aingnbr  ChriiiiMi 

In  DeoemW  1678^  Mr.  Pedm  wae  brpvght  from  the  Baas  ta 
Edialwwyh»  and  aentanoe  of  baaidoneat  passed  upon  him,  along 
wilh  other  mxP^  penonSy  who  were  prisoners  Sor  the  same  caose* 
Ther  w^pe  onkined  to  90  to  Amerie^  never  to  be  seen  again  in 
Scodand,  nndar  pain  of  death  *  After  this  sentence  was  pamd,  he 
often  said,  That  the  ship  was  not  yet  bnilt»  which  shonld  take  him 
and  these  priaoners  to  Virginia^  or  any  other  of  the  Rngiish  planta- 
tions in  A  mertc^t-^Afkr  getting  on  jupboaard  in  the  roids  of  Leith, 
dieve  was  a  report  pveTailed  amongst  them,  that  the  eaem  j  were 
to  send  down  thumbkins  to  keep  Siem  in  order;  on  which  they 
were  much  discouraged.  Mr.  Peden»  upon  this»-  wept  abore  deck, 
and  said,  "  Why  are  yon  so  disconraged?  yon  need  not  fear,  there 
will  neidier  thumbkins,  nor  bootkins  oome  here,  lift  up  your  hearts, 
for  the  day  of  your  redemption  draweth  near :  If  we  were  once  at 
Ixmdon,  we  will  aQ  be  set  at  liberty."  In  their  voyage  iJiither, 
they  had  an  opporlnnity  of  taking  cfmunaod  of  the  ship,  and  escap- 
ing, but  would  not  adventure  upon  it  without  his  advice.  He  said, 
**  Let  alone.  £ot  the  Loid  will  set  us  at  liberty^  in  a  way  more  con- 
ducive to  his  own  gkury,  and  mtr  safety.'*  Aocordiaffly,  wh^  thef 
arrived,  the  dufmuster  who  reoeLred  diem  at  Leith,  being  to  carry 
them  no  farther,  delivered  them  to  another,  who  was  to  carry  diem 
to  Virginia,  to  whom  they  were  r^resented  as  thieves  «id  robbers. 
9ut  when  he  came  to  see  them,  and  fimnd  they  were  gcavp  sober 
Christians,  banished  for  Presbyterian  principles,  he  would  sail  the 
aea  with  none  such.  In  die  confusion  which  ensued,  when  the  one 
skipper  would  not  receive  dicm,  and  the  other  would  keep  dMm  ncv 
longer,  for  being  expensive  to  him,  diey  were  set  at  liberty.  Som» 
say,  the  person  who  thus,  to  his  honour,  refused  to  take  them,  got 
compliments  from  friends  in  London.  Others  assure  us,  that  it  was 
through  means  of  the  Lord  Shaftesbury,  who  was  always  friendly 
to  the  Presbyterians.     However^  it  is  certain  they  were  all  liberat- 


*  AMongit  tiMte  agalMt  whom  this  inSqaitoitt  seatenoe  wu  pane^  dMN  Wm 
one,  by  nuu  Akzander  AoAgnon,  who  wbs  only  IMtoea  ymn  of  age^  oMi  do- 
•wirMtoWi«ttMiihemd,atoiioefi>rhbyo«lA,uidhit^M4r.  Tho  hittifiui  Wbi- 
B»w  giilH  the  foUowiBf  Mooont  of  •  testimony  whieh  b«  ki%  behind  hin.  «He 
take*  notice,"  sayt  he,  "that  he  li  the  younsest  i>riaoner  in  Scotland^  and  that  ^b» 
Xiordr  had  opened  hie  eyee,  and  rerealed  Ills  Son  in  hit  heart  afaioe  he  cHne  imder 
the  croti ;  that  he  had  much  difllenky  to  ]MHrt  with  fait  IMmde  and  i^datiboi; 
3Wt  he  had  now  ibwid,  ftOlowihip  wHh  Chriat  did  modi  man  than  bahmoe  «e^ 
worth  of  the  oompttiy  of  bh  dearest  retatSona }  that  though  be  be  eo  Tery  yauns, 
ae  ooold  not  be  admitted  as  •  witness  mBOM^  men,  yet  he  hopes  that  Christ  hath 
taken  him  to  be  •  witness  to  his  eaose.  He  makes  an  apology  Uat  he  whe  is  but 
*  ehUd,  should  lasTe  any  thing  <^  this  nature  behind,  but  Joys  that  he  was  ooo^ 
•tiiaiasd  to  it,  to  testify  that  God  perfMs  strmgdi  out  of  ^  mouHi  of  babea. 
He  leasFea  his  oommendadoM  to  the  cross  of  CIm^  and  blessea  thb  Lovi  ht  oar. 
tylm^  hfaa  tfaiooghi4emptatfona«  and  enabUag  him,  oae  of  the  lamba  of  his  floek, 
to  stand  before  great  men  and  judges ;  and  dosea  with  his  good  wiiiifl%  lo  all  the 
ftiends  ef  Christ"     See  Wodrow.  I.  52^ 
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^  at  Ch-nmes^ild,  Witiout  Any  bond  or  iinpo«il^  whatever.  And 
in  their  Wfty  h6n)eWard,  the  EtigfSsh  showed  theni,  no  small  degree 
ofkindne^^. 

Aftet  they  were  s«t  ikt  liberty,  Mt.  Fedefi  stayed  at  London,  and 
other  placed  in  England,  tmtil  1679,  when  he  came  t6  Scotland. 
On  that  dismal  dky,  the  22d  6f  Jnne,  when  the  Lord's  people  fell 
Und  fled  before  tht^  enetaiies  lit  Bothw^ll,  he  wag  fbrty  miles  distant, 
being  near  the  border,  whete  he  kej^  hirtasdf  retired  nntil  the  mid- 
dle of  the  day,  when  som^  friends  said  to  h5ih,  **  Sir,  the  people  are 
Wmting  for  sefmotk ;"  it  beiflg  the  Loird's  day.  To  this  he  repliecf, 
**'Let  the  people  go  to  tJieIr  priy^rs ;  for  me,  I  neither  can,  nor 
will  preach  any  tBs  d^y ;  fbr  otit  ^ehds  are  Men  and  fled  before 
die  enemy  At  HamOtbn,  ^d  they  ai^  hashing  and  bagging  them 
down,  and  their  blood  is  running,  like  water." 

Shortly  alter  this  stroke,  he  went  to  Ireland,  bnt  did  not  stay 
long.  He  seems  ib  have  retnmed  by  the  following  year.  And  on 
one  occiteion,  in  that  year,  being  in  a  house  near  Mauchline,  where 
one  Itobert  Brown,  in  C<VrsehDtf«e,  and  one  Hugh  Pinaneve,  factor 
to  the  teari  of  London,  stalfoled  their  horses,  in  goinof  to  Mauchline 
fedty  he  overheard  the  latter,  duririg  the  afternoon,  when  they  cSinio 
to  take  their  horsei,  bretfk  out  into  riolent  railing  against  onr  snf- 
Ibrftrft,  itrtd  {lArtleiilarly  agahist  Mr.  Cameron,  who  was  lately,  before 
tfla<,  iMn  At  Airsmoss.  Mr.  Peden,  therefore,  being  in  another 
room,  was  so  grieved,  that  he  came  to  the  chamber  dooir,  and  said 
to  Ma,  «  Sir,  hold  yotnf  peilce ;'  efe  twelve  o'clock  you  shall  know 
what  sort  of  A  man  Mi*.  Cmneron  was  :  God  shall  punish  that  blas- 

eemous  m^th  of  yours  in  such  a  manner,  that  you  shall  be  set  up 
r  A  b^aeon  to  t&  inch  neufing  Rabshakehs."  Robert  Bron-n, 
knowing  Mr.  Peden,  hastened  to  his  horse,  being  persuaded  that  his 
word  Would  not  fall  to  the  ground ;  and  fearing  that  some  mischief 
might  be^  htm,  in  tlS^  said  Hugh's  company,  he  hastened  home  to 
his  own  house,  whilst  Hugh  went  to  the  Eari's  :  where  on  his  arri- 
val casting  off  his  boots,  he  Waar  struck  with  a  sudden  sickness  and 
Gin  through  his  body.  With  his  month  wide  open,  and  his  tongue 
ngiAg'  out  in  a  fearibl  mannei'.  They  sent  for  the  said  Robert 
to  take  some  blOod  from  him,  but  all  in  vain ;  for  he  died  before 

Altor  lids,  in  the  y)ear  1682,  Mr,  PedeH  married  that  singular 
Christiaii,  John  Brown,  Of  Priesthill,  in  the  parish  of  Muirkirk,  to 
fits  second  wife,  Isabel  Weir.  Afler  man'iage,  he  said  to  the 
bride,  **  Isaibd,  you  havle  got  a  good  man  to  be  your  husband,  but 
you  wffl  not  6nj<)y  him  long :  prize  His  company,  an<!f  keep  linen  by 
yott  tty  be  his  winding  sheet,  for  ye  will  need  it  when  you  are  not 
lookiitg  fof*  it,  and-it  will  be  a  bloody  on0.'*  This  was  sadly  veri- 
ted,  vHSk/^hegiming  of  Way  1685, 

In  IBe  sAme  year,  1682,  he  went  to  Ireland  agaSn,  and  coming  to 
the  house  of  WiUiani  Steel  in  Olenwhary,  in  the  county  of  Antrim, 
he  inquired  at  Mrs.  Steel,  if  they  wanted  a  servant  to  thresh  the 
vietual.  She  said,  l9iey  did,  and  asked  what  his  wages  were  a-day 
a&d  a-week.    He  said,  the  common  rate  was  a  common  rule.    To 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


"CW 


6QQ  SCOTS  WOETHIE& 

this  she  assented.  At  ni^he  was  pot  to  bed  in  the  bam  wUk  ihm 
servaat  lad,  and  that  night  he  spent  in  prayer  and  groaning.  On 
the  morrowy  he  threshed  with  tJie  hd,  and  spent  the  next  night  in 
the  same  way.  But  the  second  day,  the  lad  said  to  hJs  mistvess^ 
^^  This  man  sleeps  none,  but  groans  and  prays  all  night;  I  can  get 
no  sleep  with  him ;  he  threshes  Tory  well,  and  is  not  sparing  huH 
self,  though  I  think  he  has  not  been  used  to  it ;  and  wl^  hpot  the 
bam  in  order,  he  goes  to  such  a  place,  and  prays  for  the  afflicted 
church  of  Scotland  and  names  so  many  peqile  in  the  fumace.**  He 
wrought  the  second  day ;  his^mistress  watched  and  overheard  him 
praying,  as  the  lad  had  said.  At  ni^t  she  desired  her  husband  to 
inquire  if  he  was  a  minister,  which  he  did^  and  desired  him  to  be 
free  with  biin»  and  he  should  not  only  be  no  enemy  to  him  but  a 
friend.  Mr.  Peden  said,  he  was  not  ashamed  of  his  office,  and  gave 
an  account  of  his  circumstances.  After  this  he  was  no  more  set  to 
work,  or  to  sleep  with  the  lad.  He  staid  some  considendile  time  in 
the  place,  and  was  a  blessed  instrument  in  the  conTersion  of  some, 
and  the  civilizing  of  oUiers.  There  was  a  servant  lass  in  the  konse 
whom  he  could  not  look  upon  but  with  fit>wns ;  and  at  last  he  eaid 
to  William  Steel  and  his  wife,  <<  Put  her  awav,  for  she  will  be  a 
st^n  to  your  family;  she  is  with  child,  and  will  murder  it»  and  will 
be  punished  for  the  same."  This  accordingly  can»  to  pass ;  and 
she  was  burnt  for  it  at  Carriddergus :  the  usual  pnnishment  of 
malefactors  in  that  country. 

In  the  year  1684,  being  in  the  house  of  John  Sloan,  in  the  paridi 
of  Conert,  and  in  the  same  county ;  about  ten  o'clock  at  n^gh^  sitting 
by  the  fireside,  discoursing  with  some  honest  people,  he  started  to 
his  feet,  and  said,  <<  Flee  efP  Sandy,  and  hide  yourself,  for  Colonel 

is  coming  to  i^prefeend  you,  and  I  advise  you  all  to  do  the 

like,  for  they  will  be  here  within  an  hour.*'  This  came  to  pass; 
and  when  they  had  made  a  most  inquisitive  search,  widumt  and 
within  the  house,  and  gone  round  the  thorn-bush,  where  he  was  ly- 
ing concealed,  they  went  ofP  without  their  prey.  Mr.  Peden  then 
came  in  and  said,  ^<  And  lub  this  gentleman  given  poor  Sandy  such 
a  fright,  and  other  poor  things  ?  for  this  night's  work,  God  shall 
give  him  such  a  blow  within  a  few  days,  as  all  the  physicians  on 
earth  shall  not  be  able  to  cure."  In  this,  likewise,  his  words  came 
to  pass ;  for  the  person  alluded  to,  soon  after  died  in  great  misery, 
^vermin  issuing  from  all  the  pores  of  his  body,  and  attended  wii&i 
such  a  nau5)^us  smell  that  none  could  enter  the  room  where  he  lay. 

At  another  time,  while  Mr.  Peden  was  in  the  same  parish,  Mr. 
Cunningham,  minister  in  the  meeting  house  there,  one  Sabbath-day 
broke  out  into  very  bitter  reflections  against  him.  Mr.  Veinon»  one 
of  Mr.  Cunningham's  elders,  being  much  offended  thereiat,  xM  him 
of  it  on  Monday.  Mr.  Peden,  taking  a  turn  in  his  garden,  oaraa 
back,  and  diarged  him  to  go  tell  Mr.  Cunningham  from  him,  that 
before  Saturday's  night,  he  should  be  as  free  of  a  meeting-house  as 
he  was;  which  accordingly  was  the  case ;  for  that  same  week,  he  got 
a  charge,  not  to  enter  hu  meeting-house  again,  under  pain  of  death* 

Before  he  leil  Ireland,  he  preached  in  several  places,  and  particu- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ALIKANDSR  PEDEN.  5tl  > 

kuiy  one  time  beiide  the  fotemetttioned  Mr.  Vafiioii'f  hatuie^  wbett 
lie  made  a  most  dear  diseoY^y  of  the  many  hardsiiipe  his  fellow- 
Bufferers  were  then  nndeigoing.  in*  Sccltland ;  and  of  the  death  dl 
Charles  II.  ^  news  of  whidh  oame  not  to  Ireland  tiQ  twenty-fonr 
hoars  thereafter. 

After  this,  he  longed  to  be  ont  of  Ireland ;  partly  through  aiear- 
fnl  i^prehension  of  the  dismal  rebellion  which  broke  out  M>o«t  fonr 
yean  after,  and  partly  £rom  a  desire  he  had  to  take  part  with  the 
sufferers  of  Scotland.  Before  his  dqiartnre  from  thence,  he  bi^»tis- 
ed  a  child  to  one  Jdm  Maxwell  from  Glasgow,  who  had  fled  over 
in  consequence  of  the  persecntion,  which  was  all  the  drink  money 
(as  he  expressed  it)  tiiat  he  had  to  leave  in  Ireland. 

After  haTii^  with  twenty  Scots  sufferers  come  aboard,  he  pray- 
ed, and  in  his  prayer  made  a  r^earsal  of  times  and  places  when  and 
where  the  Lord  had  heard  and  hdped  them  in  the  day  of  ^eir  dis- 
tress, and  BOW  they  were  in  a  great  strait.  Warmg  his  hand  to 
the  west,  from  whence  he  desired  the  wind,  he  said,  **  Lord,  give  us 
a  loof*AiH  o€  wind ;  fill  the  sails,  Lord,  and  give  us  a  fr^sh  gale,  and 
let  us  have  a  swift  imd  safe  passage  over  to  the  bloody  land,  come 
of  us  what'  wQL*'  When  he  hegdxt  to  pray,  the  sails  were  hangw 
ing  all  siraigfat  down,  but  eate  he  ended,  diey  were  fioll,  and  ^key 
thus  got  a  Tery  swift  passage  over.  In  the  morning,  after  they 
landed,  he  lectared  ere  they  parted,  on  a  brae-side :  and  gave  forth 
some  awful  threatenings  against  Scotland,  saying.  The  time  was 
coming,  that  they  might  travel  many  miles  in  Ckdloway,  Nithsdale, 
Ayr,  and  Clydesdale^  and  not  see  a  reeking  house,  or  hear  a  cock 
crow ;  and  further  added,  "  My  soul  trembles  to  think  what  will  be- 
come of  the  indulged,  backriidden,  and  upset  ministers  of  Scotland ; 
as  the  Lord  lives,  none  of  them  shall  ever  be  honoured  to  put  a 
ri^^  pin  in  the  Lord's  tabemade,  or  assert  Christ's  kingly  preroga- 
tive as  Head  and  King  of  his  church." 

After  his  arrival  in  Scotland,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1685,* 
he  met  with  several  remarkable  deliveranoes  from  the  enemy.  One' 
time,  ffeemg  from  them  on  horseback,  he  was  obliged  to  ride  a 
water,  wheie  he  was  in  imminent  dang^.  After  he  got  through, 
he  cried,  ''  Lads,  do  not  follow  me,  for  I  assure  you,  ye  want  my 
boat,  and  so  will  drown ;  and  consider  where  your  landing  will  be,*^ 
which  affirighted  them  from  entering  the  water.  At  another  time, 
being  also  hard  pursued,  he  was  forced  to  take  a  moss  before  him. 
One  of  the  dragoons  being  more  forward  than  the  rest,  run  himself 
into  that  dangerous  bog,  where  he  arii  the  horse  were  never  seen 
more. 

About  this  time,  he  preached  one  Sabbath-night  in  a  sheep-house, 
i  the  hasard  of  the  time  affording  no  better.  That  night  he  lectured 
[  upon  Amos  vii.  8.  And  I  wiU  se(  a  plumb  Une  in  the  midei  ef  my 
peopky  the  house  of  Ismely  &c  In  this  lecture  he  sm^  "  111  tell  you 
^ood  news.  Our  Lord  will  take  a  feather  out  of  Antiduist's  wing, 
which  shall  bring  down  the  Duke  of  York,  and* banish  him  out  of 
these  kingdoms.  And  there  shall  never  a  man  of  the  house  of 
Stuart  sit  upon  the  throne  of  Britain  after  the  Duke  of  York,  for 
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Urair  ledborj,  trmdtmrf,  tynuwjr,  Mid  rfieMi^  Ad  ^m^i3!$  btood* 
of  the  LordV  people  B»t  oh  I  bkek,  blMk,  wffi  l&o  4^n»  bo  lh«t 
will  eome  apon  Ireland  I  flo  tfait  ^y*  thail  trwfol  li^rtjr  mdm,  mA 
net  tee^  reekng  house,  or  hmt  n  code  erow."  Who*  oIkM,  hc^ 
and  those  with  him  lay  down  in  die  sheep4ioa8e,-  «ad  g«i  mum 
flioep.  Borly  next  morning,  he  wiencnp  a  bi#K  nde^  whonf  ho  gtsy. 
ed  •cMotiBioiynodeohtmodiiatingv  Whenko  canofcaok^lio  Mng" 
tiio  agd  peaim,  from  the  gorondi  ▼ewo  •»  the  end?'  aid  thon  mfUM^ 
odthalvflTM, 

Tboa  art  my  hiding  placer  thoa  ihalt 

Frvm  trouble  ke«p  me  free ; 
Thoa  with  aongs  of  deUreranoe 

About  Aah  oompaM  mot 

t 

•ayii^^ « thoBo  «nd  tho  foUowing  ara  aweet  lkMJk,»  wkkk  I  got  lA  A* 
bwn  aide  thia  itamibg;  I  will  gel  moio  to^moraow)  and  ao  nil 
gat  daily  protiaian*  Ho  wna  noTor  hehkd  mA  mj  wiio  p«a  thair 
tmat  in  hun,  and  we  wiU  go  on  in  hia  strength^  midang  menlM  ol 
hiarig^itOQnaneaiyaBdofhiaonhjr*"  After  thi%  he  ttot  with  i 
nwnariEaMo  ddirefanoOy  far  the  enemy  coming  upon  hb 
ethersy  they  were  pnrsnod  by  both  hone  anid  fait  n 
way.  At  laat»  getting  aoma  little  height  between  them  md  tfaei 
enamy^  he  Blood  9tiU»  and eM4<' Let  napnqr  here;  far  aC  the  Lord 
bear  not  onr  prayera,  and  aavo  na^  wo  are  aU  dead  men4''  Then  ho 
began^  M»ring»  "  Lord,  it  it  thy  enemy's  day,  hour)  and  power ;  di^. 
may  not  be  i^  Bnt  beat  tlma  no  other  work  ftr  them^  But  to 
aand  them  aftw  na ;  aend  them  after  them  Do  \diom  thon  wilt  gp¥Oi 
atrengtb  to  flee,  for  oar  atrength  i»  gone.  Twhie  them  ahont  thoi 
hiH,  Lord,  and  caal  the  lap  of  thy  cloak  orer  Old  Sandy»  and  tUr 
poor  things,  and  sare  ns  this  one  time ;  and  we'll  keep  it  m  wtnem 
branoe,  and  tell  it  to  the  commendation  of  tl^  goodneasy  pity,  and 
compasuoni  what  thon  didat  £ot  ns  at  sndi  a  time."  And  in  thiaha 
was  heard ;  for  a  dead  of  mist  ^tervened  betwiict  them  ^  and  iiri 
the  mean  time  a  post  came  to  the  enemy»  to  go  in  qneat  of  Mfw 
Renwick,  and  a  great  oompany  which  was  with  kim. 

At  thia  dme  it  waa  seldom  that  Mr*  Peden  could  bo  pmvailod 
on  to  preack ;  frequently  answering  and  advising  people  to  pm^f 
macl^  and  saying,  It  waa  praying  folk  that  wonld  got  throngk  th» 
storm ;  that  they  wonld  yet  get  preaching,  both  meiklo-  and  good^ 
but  not  aancb  good  of  it^  until  jud^pnent  waa  pouaed  out  to  ky-  the 
land  desolate^  a 

In  die  same  year,  1685,  being  in  Carrick,  John  Gerk  of  Mair* 
hnndc,  being  wkh  him,  smd,  <<  Sir,  what  think  yon  of  thia  time  ? 
Is  it  not  adark  and  melancholy  day  ?  Can  there  be  a  more  dtf- 
conragiag  time  than  thia  ?"  He  said,  ''  Yes,  John,  this  ia  a  dark 
discouraging  time,  but  diere  will  be  a  darker  time  than  thia;  tbeso 
silly  graceless  creatures,  the  curates,  diall  go  down;  and  after  die% 
ahall  arise  a  party  called  Preabyterians,  but  having  litdo  more  but. 
the  name ;  and  these  shall,  as  really  as  Christ  wns  cmoified  witboot 
the  gates  of  Jerosalraa  on  Mount  Calvary  bodily,  I  say,  they  shall 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


f     ^- 


AUSJkmXER  PSDBN.  M8 

t»f«iUy«miifyC%iHuilii«cMMMid  latcrMt  in  SoolinMl;  tad 
«lmttkylNmifthM9i»r%aiidlinfi«0nd8iliaUgiTe  bim  hk  ^j^ 

riicji,  JkJip^  tbfgdjBfctft  be  dju^ritf^  tneli  a»  tftw  poor 

4pr«}h  o(  Sfoebmd  no^er  law  tke  lihi^  mt  ovev  dball  mo^  if  one^ 
|Ji9]r  wfro  OTer;  yo«,  lobn,  the^r  iImU  be  m  4kil^  ll«t  if  a  poor 
Itmg  weol4  fo  betn^elMi  the  eart  HWi-boiA  Mid  the  «est  8Mi4miii]^ 
yielf >wg  a  atoktac  to  iribem  Ihey  wontd  fiemnwaterte  thw  cMe^or 
tell  them  the  mind  of  the  Lerd  ceneomng  the  tuee,  he  ihallnet 
foA  one.*'  John  iaked,  where  the  tettaneBj  thonld  be  then?  He 
en«iPered»  <<  In  the^hondB  of  a  lew,  who  will  be  despieed  end  un^ 
denreliied  of  eU,  hit  eq^cnUy  by  these  uiDialan  who  shall  hare 
bnnedCaii^S  bnt  after  tbit  he  ahail  get  np  npan  then ;  andntthe 
oackc^his.wtading-flheet^asBaQyQf  them  aa  are  aKve,  wkkwwe 
at  Ui  baij»l»  shdEl  be  disttaoted  and  mad  with  f eaa»  not  knoiving 
whet  to  do }  llieiift  John,  there  riiell  be  breve  dsfs,  locfr  ae  the 
dpmb  of  Soodend  never  bmv  tiie  like :  I  shatt  net  see  them,  but 
fou  way.*'  • 

Abeni  thk  tiine»  ib  he  was  promhifeg  in  li»  da^  time  in  the 
parieh  of  Giwiii^  and  b«^  in  the  fields^  one  David  MsMai,  Uien  a 
naelMneffv  «luoe  in  hast%  tweapHny  npen  the  people  to  be  neav 
Unu  Atwhiohhesaid^^ThereeomeftthedefU'tfattMMigy  wedo 
net  want  lum  hefe.*'  After  thi%  the  said  Pairid  became  ofieer  and 
infemer  in  tfant  bennds»  rmming  throngh,  valtlingv  and  anmrnoning 
tlpe  people  to.  their  mduippy  cenrt»  for  mon-eonformity;  for  whidb 
he  mid  bis,  got  the  name  Qi\  the  deril*  s  rattle^Mig.  Sinee  the  Revo^ 
Ipi^onki  ^  eoflaplawd  to  hie  minister,  that  he  ai^  his  fiuaiiy  get  that 
name.  The  minister  said,  <*  ye  well  desenred  it ;  and  he  was  an 
henost  man  that  gave  yea  it ;  yen  and  yonm  nmet  ei^oy  it :  thwe 
ian»  help  for  i^" 

Mnsh  abont  the  same  tini%  he  came  to  Garfield,  in  the  parish  of 
llanAline»to  the  house  of  one  Matthew  Heg,  a  smkh  by  trade. 
He*ieent  to-Ue  bam^  but  lluNif^  himaelf  not  safe  there,  the  enemy 
bflug  e*  the  seaceh  for  wandera%  ae  they  were  cdledb.  liedosired 
tin  fiuronr  of  hiS'  lefty  being  an  old  waste  honse  two  story  higk 
This  he  rsAisedk  He  then  sssd^  ^*  Wed^  wed»  poor  nian>  yon  w^ 
notlet  melvMvwtheshdteref  yoor  roof;  bnt  that  saase  honae  will 
be  yonv  judgment  and  mifei  yet."  Seme  time  after  tins,,  the  gaUe 
ef  the  hpnse  M>  and  kiUed  both  him  and  hie  eon. 

Hie  last  eermontwas  praached  in  the  Colliniwood^  near  the  water 
oC  Ayr><  n  aherti  thee  before  hia  deatto  In  the  preface  before  this 
,  he^sttkly  ^there  are  fenr  or  five  things  1  have  to  tell  yo«t 


*  to  an  old  minuacrfpt  there  are  these  words :  "  In  the  hands  of  a  few,  who 
■hall  have  neither  magistrate  nor  mfaiister  among  tiiem,  who  shall  be  sore  despised 
and  nadirnilued  of  all,**  tMi  Whether  tfiia  alteimtSan  pfrMeedo  ftom  difliemit 
information,  or  from  partiality,  is  hard  to  determine :  Only  it  is  affirmed,  .that 
the  anther  of  these  pMsiyBis  wis  then  amongst  that  pasty  who  had  neither  magis- 
trate nor  minister  at  that  time,  or  at  kut  was  not  in  full  communion  with  any 
pMPty. 
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tkk  nigiit :  lti>  A  Unody  sword,  s  Uaody  swoid,  a  Uooif  nrdfdt 
for  thee,  O  Soolland,  that  diall  pierce  the  faeaita  of  mamj.  ftdfy. 
Many  milet  ahall  ye  traTel  and  see  nothing  but  dottiatioa  and 
ndnooa  wastes  in  thee»  O  8dotkuid.  S%,  liie  mo^t  fertOe  places 
in  thee  shall  be  as  waste  ae  the  movntains.  4iUj^  TkB  women  wM 
diild  shall  be  ript  up  and  dashed  in  pieees.  And,  tthfyf  Many^a 
eonyenticle  has  God  had  in  thee,  O  Sootlaad ;  bnt^  ere  long,  Qod 
wili  nudce  a  conrentidie  that  will  make  Seodand  tnmhlek  Mmy  a 
preaohing  has  God  bestowed  on  thee ;  hot,  ere  kngv  Gbd'«  jttdg^ 
ments.sluill  be  as  frequent  as  these  precions  jneetingB  were,  wlimhi 
he  sent  forth  his  faithful  serrants  ta  give  ftithfid  warning  o^  the 
haaard  of  thy  i^ostacy  fix>in  God,  in  breaking,  burnings  and  haiy-^ 
ing  his  eoTenant,  pefwoudng,  dightag,  and  contemning  the  gospel, 
shedding  the  precious  blood  of  his  siunta  and  serrants.  God  sent 
fSorth  a  Welwood,  a  Kid,  a  King,  a  Cameron,  aCavgiU,  and  otlKn 
to  preadi  to  thee ;  bot,  ere  long,  God  shldl  preadi  to  lliee  by  &e 
and  sword.  God  will  let  none  of  diese  men's  ifords,  fall  to  tiie 
ground,  that  he  sent  forth  with  a  commission  to  preach  in  his 
name.**  In  the  sermon,  he  further  said;  that  a  fl0w  years  after  his 
death,  there  would  be  a  wonderful  alteration  of  aAdrs  in  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  Scotland's  p^Rsecntion  should  cease ;  upon  whidi 
eyery  one  would  believe  Uie  detiyeranoe  was  come,  and  eonseqacBfctiy 
would  fall  fieitally  secure ;  but  they  will  be  yerj  far  mistaken,  said 
he,  for  both  Scotland  and  England  will  be  scourged  by  fbrognens 
(a  set  of  unhappy  men  in  these  lands  taking  part  with  th^n,)  be* 
fore  you  can  pretend  to  a  thorough  deliva'ance ;  and  tiiis  will  be  a 
more  severe  chastisement  than  any  other  they  have  met  with,  or 
can  come  under,  if.  once  it  jrere  over* 

After  much  wandering  £rom  place  to  plaoe»  through  Ayrslnre  and 
Galloway,  his  death  drawing  near,  he  came  to  his  broiler's  konso, 
in  Som,  his  native  parish,  where  he  caused  them  to  dig  a  cave,  with 
a  willow-bush  covering  the  month  of  it.  The  eneny  hafving  got 
notice,  searched  the  house  several  times,  but  found  him  not.  WMb 
in  this  cave,  he  said  to  some  friends,^  Ist,  That  God  would  auke 
Scotland  a  desolation.  2c%,  There  would  be  a  remnant  in  the 
land  whom  God  would  spare  and  hide.  3<%,  Hiey  would  be  in 
holes  and  caves  c^  the  earth,  and  be  supplied  with  meat  and  drink ; 
and  wh^i  they  came  out  of  their  holes,  they  would  not  have  free- 
dom to  walk  for  stumbling  on  dead  corpses.  And,  4<^,  A  stone 
cut  out  of  the  mountain  would  come  down ;  and  God  weidd  be 
avenged  on  the  great  ones  of  tthe  earth,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
land,  for  their  wickedness ;  and  then  the  c^mxh  would  come  Ibrfib 
with  a  bonny  bdm  time  at  her  back  of  young  ones :  And  he  wished 
that  the  Lord's  people  might  be  hid  in  their  caves,  as  if  they  were 
not  in  the  world ;  for  nothing  would  do  until  €rod  appeared  wbh 
his  judgments.  And  withal  he  gave  them  this  sign,  That  if  he  be. 
but  once  buried,  they  might  be  in  doubt,  but  if  oft<»er  tkan  onos^ 


*  The  foresaid  old  manuacript  sayi,  this  was  within  two  hours  of  hk 
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Uiey  Bugfal  be  penuaded  lliat  iJl  he  bad  taid  irovld  coine  to  paaa  • 
and  he  eaniestij  dedred  them  to  take  hk  eorpae  out  to  Ainmots, 
and  buy  him  beside  Ritchie,  (meaning  Mr.  Richard  CameKon,)  that 
he  might  have  rest  in  hia  grave,  for  he  had  ^t  little  during  bit  life. 
Bat  he  taid,  bury  him  where  they  would,  he  would  be  lifted  again  ;  * 
but  the  man  who  would  first  put  hands  to  his  corpse,  four  things 
would  befall  lum :  Isi,  He  would  get  a  great  fall  fhmi  a  housa  i 
2dfy,  He  would  M  into  adultery.  Sd/y,  Into  theft,  for  which  he 
should  leave  the  land.  46Uy,  Mike  a  mehmehaiy^  end  abrofkd  for 
murder.  AH  which  came  to  pass.  This  man  was  one  Murdoch,  a 
mason  by  trade,  but  then  iu  the  military  service,  being  the  first  man 
who  put  his  hands  to  his  corpse. 

Mr.  Peden  had  for  some  time  been  too'erednlous  in  bdieving  the 
misrepresentations  of  some  false  brethren  concerning  Mr.  Renwick, 
whereby  he  was  much  alienated  from  him.  This  exceedingly 
grieved  Mr*  Renwisk^  stumbled  some  of  his  followers,  and  confirm- 
ed'some  of  his  adversaries,  who  boasted  that  now  Mr.  Peden  was 
turned  his  enemy.  But  new,  when  djring,  he  sent  for  him.  Mr/ 
Reawidc  cune  to  him  in  all  haste,  and  found  him  lying  in  a  ve^ 
low  state.  When  he  came  in,  he  raised  himself  upon  his  elbow, 
with  his  head  on  his  hand,  and  siud,  *^  Are  you  the  Mr.  James  Ren- 
wick there  is  so  much  noise  about?"  He  answered, , ^ Father,  my 
wune  is  James  Renwick,  but  I  have  given  the  world  no  ground  to 
laake  any  noise  about  me,  for  I  have  espoused  no  new  principles  or 
practices,  but  what  our  reformers  and  covenanters  maintained."  He 
asked  him  to  sit  down  and  give  him  an  account  of  his  conversion, 
principles,  and  call  to  the  ministry,  ifdiich  Mr.  Renwick  did  in  a 
BMMt  distinct  raanaer.  When  ended,  Mr.  Peden  said,  **  Sir,  you 
have  answered  me  to  my  soul's  satisfisuition.  I  am  very  sorry  that 
I  should  have  believed  any  such  evil  reports  of  you,  which  not  only 
quenched  my  love  to,  atid  marred  my  sympathy  with  you,  but  led 
me  to  express  myself  bitterly  agiunst  you ;  for  all  which  I  have 
sadly  smarted.  But,  Sir,  ere  you  go,  you  must  pray  for  me,  for  I 
am  old,  and  going  to  leave  the  world."  This  he  did  with  more 
than  ordinary  enlargement  When  he  ended,  Mr.  Peden  took  him 
by  the  hand,  drew  him  to  him,  and  kissed  him,  saying,  ^*  Sir,  I  find 
you  a  fiuthfiol  servant  to  your  Master  ;  go  on  in  a  single  dependanoe 
upon  the  Lord  and  ye  will  get  honestly  through,  and  clear  o£F  the 
stage,  when  many  others  who  hold  their  heads  high,  will  lie  in  the 
mire,  and  make  foul  hands  and  garments."  He  then  prayed,  that 
the  Lord  might  strengthen,  support,  and  comfort  him  in  all  duUcs 
aad  difficulties.^ 

A  little  before  his  death,  he  said,  **  Ye  will  all  be  displeased  at 
the  place  where  I  shaH  be  buried  at  last ;  but  I  charge  you  not  to 
lift  my  corpse  again."  At  last,  one  morning  early  he  1^  the  cave,  and 


*  Some  "hare  doubted  of  ti^  oertaiaty  of  this  intenriew ;  however,  there  is  no 
iN^niing  improbability  in  it ;  nor  does  it  make  any  thing  to  the  di^angement  of 
•ither  Mr.  Pedui  or  Mr.  Renwidu 
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I  to  hn  brothar's  d^or.  Hit  htMmt*i  wtfe  Mid,  *^  Wliere  u« 
yon  fomg  1  the  encnj  wifl  be  ller^.**  He  said,  **  I  kootr  tibftt,** 
«^  Alts,  Sir,''  nid  die,  '<  wlttt  wiM  become  ef  ywi?  jfm  most  |^ 
back  io  the  cure  agatn."  He  mid,  '^  I  liSTe  done  witli  tbat^  for  it  is 
diaeovexed;  bnt  there  is  no  matter;  fbr  witl^n  fbrtjr-^gbt  honri,  I 
will  be  be3roiid  the  reach  of  all  the  dertt's  temptatienfl ;  and  his  b^ 
atmments  in  hell  and  on  earth  shall  trouble  ne  no  more."  About 
three  hoars  after  he  entered  the  honse,  the  enemy  eame,  snd  hatlnf 
firand  hkn  not  in  tito  cave^  searohed  the  bam  narrowly,  casting  the 
nnthresfaed  oom,  went  throngh  the  house,  stsA^bed  1^  beds,  bol 
eatered  not  in  the  place  whcve  he  lay.  And  withtn  fUil)* -eight 
hoars  after  this,  he  dosed  his  pilgrimage,  and  became  an  inhabitant 
ef  that  land,  where  the  weary  are  at  rest,  bebg  beyond  sixty  years 
of  age. 

He  was  boried  in  the  Laird  of  Aach^edc^s  isle,  bnt,  after  he 
had  been  forty  days  in  the  grave,  a  troop  of  dragoons  came  and 
Med  bis  corpse^  aiid  carried  h  two  miles,  te  CimmodE  gaUowa-leof^ 
where  he  liea  boried  beside  other  mar^rs.* 


•  It  win  hB  Intcrwtiiif  to  ih*  nadfer,  to  tee  nna  ptftloiian  oT  Ifeo  life  ani 
chonctM'  of  this  sfaigolar  nam,  and  emIiMet  Clurittian,  by  oao  whm  lowv  Hm 
personally,  and  who  snfiered  much  in  the  mnaoaua^  fhwBthamaiMiMi^'valBaaa 
hy  Seijeant  Niabet,  formerly  mentioned. 

**  When  he  was  a  young  man,  preoeiitor  and  settion  derk  In  the  parish  of 
Tai^Hon,  there  was  a  base  woman,  wMi  child  to  a  otmntryman  there,  and  he, 
t»  diun  the  seandal,  gaya  the  womaa  a  pteoe  of  money  to  iathor  thodriM  ott  Mn 
Fedan^  wUdi  aoeofdjogly  4ie  did,  and  tha  man  fled  to  Irchnd^  to  ha  the  iait^ 
out  of  the  way,  and  so  Mr.  Feden  was  prosecated  at  the  kirk  nasioa  i  but  8lan4* 
ing  to  his  innooency,  he  was  tried  before  the  Presbytery,  but  there  he  reteed  tha 
charge  also.  During  the  time  of  the  process  laid  agaiast  him,  there  waa  a  wholo 
year  spent,  dl  which  time  Mr.  Feden  cried  to  the  Lord,  (who  Is  a  prayer-heaa- 
ing  Ood,)  that  he  would  graciously  make  a  vray  of  escape  §n  him ;  and  abMii 
all  the  while,  in  the  night  time  he  resorted  to  the  side  of  a  ditefa,  and  Utose  te 
privacy,  and  more  freedom  of  voice,  walked  up  and  down,  breathing  Ibrtk  stro^ 
cries  to  the  Lord,  at  the  hearing  of  which,  the  country  people  who  lived  thereabout 
pitted  him  very  much,  whether  guDty  or  not ;  because  the  winter  nights  wen  Jong 
and  stormy.  But  the  minister  wouldfshow  him  no  pity,  for  having  taken  the  widb- 
ad  womaa'soath,  who  fixed  AogeU^  Awyralsed  letteiaof catoommuBiaiUlan ogiiaBf 
him ;  and  aooordtei^y  after  sermoo,  Mr.  John  Ghohry  took  th»  ruMbjiiy^a 
act  for  excommunicating  Mr.  Feden,  and  read  It  before  the  congr^gatiiei^  and  }tii 
Mr.  Feden  to  see  there  was  no  remedy  but  to  confess.  But  his  innoomt  csa- 
science  would  not  espouse  another  man's  guilt.  Yet  beh<dd,  when  aD  hope  of 
escape- w^  part,  the  Lord  God  idl-snftcient  assisted  hiasj  hesffd,  hdped  snd  da- 
llverbd  him ;  for  he  who  was  the  real  fiither  of  the  €Md,  and  had'  gnm  t*  Bna* 
lan^  was  struck  with  such  horror  of  conselenoa,  that  la  waa  aanatiiinad  to  cssaa 
home  and  take  with  the  guilt.  And  such  vras  the  kind  care  of  divine  FroridiMnSj 
that  his  coming  home,  trysted  exactly  with  the  Lord's  day  on  which  Mr.  Fsdaa 
was  to  be  excommunicated ;  and  just  as  Mr.  Guthry  wHs  entering  on  the  action 
against  Mr.  Feden,  the  child's  father  stood  Up,  and  cried  to  the  ministir.  Sir, 
hold  your  hand  and  spare  the  innocent,  and  turn  it  upon  me,  lor  I  am  the  gnflty 
person :  And  then  he  made  a  full  and  hte  confession  of  die  whcle  fiMst ;  oondiid- 
Ing  wiik  telttng  the  congregatton,  that  the  Lord  dblii;ed  hfan  to  this  confeirion  by 
the  heat  and  torment  ef  hfo  own  conscience."*^ 

The  following  is  a  description  of  Mr^  Feden's  style  and  manner  :-*><<  Although 
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Tluis  died  Alexander  Peden,  so  much  famed  for  his  piety,  zetd, 
and  fiuth&liiess,  but  specially  for  hk  i^^atigableness  in  the  doty 
of  prayer,  and  who  exceeded  all  we  have  heard  of  in  latter  times, 
for  that  £^  of  fore««eing  and  foseteUing  fatiare  erents,  both  with 
nespect  to  the  chuivh  aad  nation  of  Seodand  and  Ifleland,  and  wM 
ii^gard  to  particular  perponf  and  fiunilies.  A  man  of  late,  when 
apeaking^  in  bi«  writings  of  Mr.  Pedes*  saya,  Ab«ndanoe  ef  faia 
predictions  aive  Joiown  to  Wve  already  ooiii»  to  pass,  and  akboi^h 
these  things  nre  n^w  made  to  3ridd  to  the  force  of  ridicolie,  the  sar- 
casms of  the  pro&ne^  and  the  &4hiens  of  an  atheistical  genaratioa; 
yet  we  must  still  oondnde  with  the  Spirit  of  God,  that  the  secrota 
of  the  liord  both  baire  been,  are,  and  will  be,  with  them  who  fear 


tsrerj  met  of  wonihfp  that  Mr.  Peden  was  engaged  in,  waa  fall  of  divine  fllghta 
igai  naefal  JBgreariong ;  yet  he  carried  alonget  with  them  a  dlviae  stamp;  and 
ewrj  opening  at  his  mouth,  aoemod  for  ike  moat  pwt,  to  be  dictated  b j  the  Spirit 
•f  God  J  and  lu^  waa  thu  weighty  and  ooaTincing  m$itsty  that  aeoompanled 
what  he  spoke,  that  it  obl%ed  the  hearers  both  to  loine  and  fev  him.  J  pbeetiod 
that  every  time  he  spoke,  whether  conversing,  reading,  praying,  or  preaching,  ho- 
tween  every  sentence  he  paused  a  little,  as  if  he  had  been  hearkening  what  the 
Ii«rd  woald  say  onto  hhn,  or  &tenfng  to  some  secret  whisper.  And  sometimes 
ha  would  sts^t,  as  If  ha  had  ssen  sonte  anrpriafaig  sight,  at  wfaieh  he  would  cry 
•at  to  tftMS  ce—asnilitiflo.  of  God  in  Christy  to  the  commendation  of  the  dirlDo 
love,  and  to  the  commendation  of  his  graoe  in  the  aouls  of  hia  peaple,  la  their  eoa- 
fiction,  conversion,  and  upholding  in  Christ  Jesna.'* — 

This  writer  vras  fully  Impressed  with  the  popular  belief,  that  Mr.  Fedea  was 
a  prophet  **  He  ^len  foretold,**  says  he,  **  many  sad  thijogs  to  befal  these  sinful 
lands,  la  a  wagr  af  judgment  to  ha  execnte  hy  the  hands  of  the  French  and  Spa- 
niards :  And  he  also  foretold  tatmj  things  timt  vrone  to  hefid  particohr  persona 
w(dA  fianUlea :  And  he  alao  ibretold  many  things  antecedent  therennio,  the  most  of 
-which  I  have  lived  to  see  fulfilled.  The  Lord  in  mercy  prevent  the  last  and 
w«rst  of  what  he  ibretold  !"•  This,  I  suppose,  refers  to  the  invasion  of  the 
FVeodi  and  Sjpoiiards,  wlddi,  if  It  waa  one  of  his  predictions,  has  not  yet  been 


When  hia  body  wsi  lifted^  as  ahore  mentioned  by  Herwis,  I  leant  from  my  ma- 
noBcr^  aothor,  that  it  was  intended  to  hang  it  in  chaiaa  upon  tha  gallows  at 
Cumnock,  for  which  purpose  it  waa  carried  Either.  *'  And  ootwithstandii^*' 
eaya  he,  **  thai  the  countess  of  DumfKes  and  the  lady  Affleck  used  their  utmost 
Inaircewions,  that  the  corpse  might  he  again  buried,  yet  the  barbarous  wi^etch 
'  would  bo  aatkAed  with  nothing  but  that  tho  remafais  of  that  good  man,  mortified 
as  they  ware^  ahosdd  ho  hung  upon  the  gibbet  In  ehatoa.  The  twokdies  being  very 
aorry  that  atS  should  befal  the  corpse  of  the  great  Mr.  Fedcn,  they  made  their  ad- 
drees  to  the  eari  of  Dumfries  who  was  a  privy  counsellor,  and  then  at  home. 
He  acquiesced  vrith  the  ladies*  request,  went  to  the  gibbet,  and  told  Murray,  that 
be  erected  hia  gibbet  for  mald'acton  and  murderers,  but  not  for  such  men  as  that 
wM."-*He  waa  aosevdtngly  ra^ntsfred  at  the  ftiot  of  the  gibbet  The  place  is 
new  the  eomaon  buryiag  groond  fi»r  Cumnock  pariah ;  and  It  so  hefypens,  that 
my  maternal  grandfiidiery  a  man  of  a  kindred  ^iri^  reata  in  tha  same  gimvek 

W.  M*G. 
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Miu  Jamis  RiirwiCK  was  born  in  the  parish  of  GHencainLin  Nidis* 
daioy  Febmarj  15,  1662.  His  parents  were  poor,  hot  exemplary 
for  piety.  His  father  Andrew  Renwick  was  a  wearer  by  trade. 
His  mother's  name  was  Elizabeth  C3or8ao.  They  had  had  sereral 
^shildren  before  Mr.  James,  who  died  yoong ;  for  wUch,  when  his 
mother  was  ponring  forth  her  sorrow,  her  hnsbaod  used  to  coikfort 
her  with  declaring,  that  he  was  well  satisfied  to  have  ehildreo,  ^Hie- 
ther  they  lired  or  died,  yoang~or  old,  providing  diey  mi^t  be  heirs 
of  glory.  Bat  with  this  she  could  not  attain  to  be  satisfied  ;  and 
still  had  it  for  her  exercise  to  seek  a  child  from  the  Lord,  that  miglit 
not  only  be  an  heir  of  glory,  but  might  live  to  serre  him  in  lus  ge- 
neration ;  whereupon,  when  Mr.  James  was  bom,  she  took  it  as  an 
answer  to  her  prayer,  and  reputed  herself  under  manif^t^  engage- 
ments to  dedicate  him  to  the  Lord,  who  sa^fied  her  with  very 
early  evidences  of  his  accepting  the  gift,  by  very  remaricaUe  ap- 
pearances of  his  gnusious  dealings  with  Uie  child.  By  the  time  he 
was  two  years  of  age,  he  was  observed  to  be  aiming  b£  prayer. 
His  mother  consequently  conceived  the  highest  expectations  and 
hopes,  that  the  Lord  would  be  with  liim  and  do  good  by  him,  so 
that  all  the  reproaches  he  sustained,  the  difficulties  and  dangers  be 
underwent,  to  hb  dying  day,  ne^er  moved  her  in  the  least  from  the 
confidence  that  the  Lora  would  carry  him  through  in  an  honoura- 
ble way,  and  for  his  own  glory.  His  ^Either  also,  bdbie  his  death, 
which  happened  on  February  1,  1679,  obtained  the  same  persaa- 
sion,  that  though  his  time  in  the  world  would  be  but  short,  yet  the 
Lord  would  make  some  eminent  use  of  him. 

Having  learned  to  read  the  Bible,  when  about  six  years  old,  ^e 
Lord  gave  him  some  gracious  preparations;  training  him  in  bis  way, 
exercising  him  with  doubts  and  enquiries  above  childish  af^Nrehen- 
sion,  as  to  the  Maker  of  all  things,  how  all  things  were  made,  and 
for  what  end;  and  with  strange  suppositions  of  many  inviriUe 
worlds,  above  and  beneath.  He  was  thus  transported  into  a  train 
of  musing,  and  continued  in  this  exercise  for  about  two  yean,  until, 
by  prayer  and  meditation  on  the  history  of  the  creation,  he  4aune  to 
^  thorough  belief  that  God  made  all,  and  that  all  which  he  made 
was  very  good.  Still,  after  he  came  to  more  maturity,  he  again  r^ 
lapsed  into  a  deeper  labyrinth  of  darkness  about  these  fundamental 
truths,  and  was  so  assaulted  with  temptations  to  atheism,  that  being 
in  the  fields,  and  looking  to  the  mountains,  he  siud,  *'  if  theee  were 
all  devouring  furnaces  of  burning  brimstone,  I  would  be  content  to 
go  through  them  all,  if  so  be  I  could  be  assuj^ed  there  was  a  God." 
Out  of  tli^  however,  he  emerged,  through  gnice,  into  a  sweet  se- 
renity and  a  settled  persuasion  of  the  bemg  of  a  God,  and  of  his 
interest  in  him. 

From  his  earliest  years,  he  made  much  conscience  of  obeying  his 
parents,  whose  will;  if  they  had  spoken  of  putting  him  to  any  trade, 
he  would  no  way  gainsay,  but  his  inclination  was  constantly  to- 
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wards  his  book^  until  PrevideAce  propitiouidy  furnished  him  with 
the  means  of  greater  proficiency,  by  the  goodness  of  some  indivi- 
duals, who  were  so  enamoured  of  his  hopeful  disposition,  that  they 
earnestly  promoted  his  education.  When  he  was  ready  for  the  uni- 
versity, they  encouraged  him  in  attending  gentlemen's  sons,  for  the 
improvement  both  of  their  studies  and  lus  own  :  which  association 
with  yoathsy  as  it  is  usually  accompanied  with  temptations  to  youths 
ful  vanity,  so  it  enticed  him,  to  spend  too  much  of  his  time  in  gaming 
and  recreations.  It  was  then  (for  no  other  part  of  his  time  can  be 
iiist^ced)  that  some  who  knew  him  not  took  occasion,  from  this 
extravagance,  to  reproach  him  with  profanity  and  misconduct, 
which  his  nature  ever  abhorred,  and  disdained  the  very  suspicion  of. 
When  his  studies  were  more  advanced,  and  Ms  time  at  college 
drew  near  an  end,  he  evinced  such  a  tenderness  of  offending  God, 
that  upon  his  refiisal  of  the  oath  of  allegiance  then  tendered,  he  vras 
denied  hb  share  of  the  public  isfolemnity  of  laureation  ^th  the  rest 
of  the  candidates,  but  received  it  privately  at  Edinburgh.  After 
which,  he  continued  his  studies,  atten^g  on  the  then  private  and 
persecuted  meetings  for  gospel  ordinances* 

But  upon  a  discovery  of  the  unfaithfulness  of  the  generality  even 
of  oonoonformist  ministers,  he  was  agsdn  for  some  time  plunged 
into  the  d^ths  of  darkness,  doubting  what  should  be  the  end  of 
such  backsliding  courses  ;  until,  upon  a  more  inquisitive  search  after 
such  ministers  as  were  free  from  these  defections,  he  found  more 
light  as  to  the  iniquity  of  these  courses,  and  his  steal  was  increased* 
Being  thus  more  confirmed,  when  he  bdheld  how  signally  the  faith- 
ful ministers  were  owned  of  the  Lord,  and  carried  off  the  stage  with 
steadfastness,  faith,  and  patience,  especially  that  fieuthful  minister 
and  martyr,  Mr.  Donald  Cargill,  at  wl^ose  execution  he  was  present, 
July  27,  1681,  he  determined  to  embark  with  these  witnesses  in 
the  cause  for  which  they  suffered:  and  he  was  afterwardi  so 
strengthened  and  established  in  this  resolution,  by  having  instruc- 
tions about  these  things  in  and  from  tlie  word,  sealed  with  a  strong 
hand  upon  his  soul,  that  all  the  temptations,  tribulations,  oppositions 
and  contradictions  he  met  with  till  the  day  en  his  death,  could  never 
shake  bis  mind  with  the  least  doubt  concerning  them* 

Accordingly,  in  this  persuasion,  formed  upon  grounds  of  scrip- 
tore  and  reason,  he,  in  October,  1681,  came  to  a  meeting  with  some 
of  these  faithful  witnesses  of  Christ,  and  conferring  about  the  testi- 
monies of  some  other  martyrs  lately  executed,  wUch  he  was  very 
earnest  always  to  gather  and  keep  on  record,  he  refreshed  them 
greatlv^  by  a  discourse,  showing  how  much  he  was  grieved  and  of- 
fended with  those  who  heard  the  curates ;  and  how  sad  it  was  to 
him  Uiat  none  were  giving  a  formal  testimony  against  the  defections 
of  the  timcto,  and  in  the  end  adding.  That  he  would  think  it  a 
great  ease  to  his  mind  to  be  engaged  with  a  remnant  that  ^ould 
singly  prosecute  and  propagate  the  testimony  against  such  corrup- 
tions to  succeeding  generations,  and  would  desire  nothing  more  than 
to  be  serviceable  to  them. 

At  lus  first  earning  among  them,  he  could  not  but  be  taken  no« 
ScK^ra  Worthies,  No.  36.  N  n 
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tice  of:  for,  wliila  ftome  were  npeAlng  of  removing  die  hodies  of 
the  martyri  lately  exeeoted  at  Gallowleey  Mr.  Renwidc  was  for- 
ward to  promote,  and  active  to  assist  dierein,  and  when  the  snooie 
sedcen  of  God,  who  adhered  to  the  testimony,  as  Messrs.  Cameron 
antd  Cargtll  left  it,  began  to  settle  a  general  corre^ndenoe  for  pre- 
serving nnioti,  understanding  each  other^s  minds,  and  preventing  d&- 
densions,  to  riglit  or  left  hand  extremes,  (the  Dnke  of  York  dien  hid- 
ing a  parliament  at  Edinburgh,)  and  agreed  to  emit  the  dedaraliaB 
publislied  at  Lanark,  January  12th,  1682,  Mr.  Renwick  was  em- 
ployed in  proclaiming  that  declaration,  but  had  no  hand  in  the  pen- 
ning thereof  otherwise  it  migbt  have  been  more  con«derately 
worded  than  it  was :  'for  though  he  approved  the  matter  of  it,  yet 
ho  always  acknowledged  there  were  some  expressions  in  h  nther 
unadvised. 

After  the  publishing  of  tins  declaration,  the  next  general  meeting, 
finding  themselves  reproached,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  as  if  they 
had  Mien.  firoml;he  ptindples  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  dioiight  it 
fexpedient  to  settd  the  Laird  of  fiarlstoun  to  the  United  Provinces 
to  vindicate  them  from  these  reproaches,  and  to  crave  that  sympathy, 
wluch  they  could  not  obtain  from  t&eir  own  countrymen.  Tins  at 
length,  through  mercy,  proved  so  encouraging  to  them,  that,  a  door 
was  opened  whereby  to  provide  a  succession  of  faithM  ministers, 
hy  sending  some  individuala  to  that  country,  to  be  fitted  for  the 
work  of  the  minitftry.  Accordingly,  Mr.  Renwi<k  with  some 
others,  >rent  thither.  His  comrades  were  ready,  and  saOed  bdbte 
him,  which  made  him  impatiently  haste  to  foQew.  Yet,  at  his  de- 
parture, to  a  comrade,  he  said,  That  though  tiiey  were  gone  before 
him,  as  they  did  not  d^art  together,  so  he  saw  somethii^  wooU 
fyi  out,  to  obstruct  then:  coming  home  together  also.  Tliis  was 
verified  by  the  Ming  off  of  Mr.  Flint  (however  forward  at  that 
time)  to  a  contrary  course  of  defection. 

Upou  going  over,  he  settled  at  t^e  univenity  of  Groninges, 
where  he  plied  his  studies  so  hard,  and  witli  snch  profidency,  mm 
his  friends  in  Scotland  longing  fbr  his  labours,  and  bis  own  ardent 
desire  to  be  at  the  wok,  that  in  a  idiort  time  he  was  ready  for  ordi- 
nation. To  hasten  this,  his  dear  friend  Mr,  Hamilton,  wlu>  merited 
so  much  of  those  that  reaped  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Renwick's  labours, 
applied  to  Mr.  Brakel,  a  godly  Dutch  minister,  who  was  mudi  de- 
lighted at  first  with  the  proposal,  and  advbed,  Aat  the  ordinatioa 
should  take  place  at  Embden.  This,  however,  could  not  be  agreed 
to,  because  the  principal  person  there  who  was  to  have  the  mam^e- 
ment  of  it  was,  in  his  judgment,  Cocotian.*   Upon  diis,  Mr.  Hjunil- 


*  This,  I  suppose,  was  something  like  whdt  we  would  now  call  I 
ceiixs  ^  said  to  have  had  a  fanciful  manner  of  escplaining  and  Hfftjli^  ] 
the  Old  Testament,  so  as  to  find  Christ  in  them  alL     He  wm  thos 
with-  H  eoU  Aiminiaii  oolempfHrary,  of  whom  it  was  said,  he  fbund  Ouaait  no- 
where iu  the  Bihk^  while  Cocosius  found  hitt  evwy  wlieiv.    There  Ss  a 
iuto  wliich  good  men  liave  gone  in  this  respect ;  but,  I  tfalaky  a  i 
as  well  as  a  mui^s  pre^vlent  error,  b  not  to  ponoaiw  Christ  m^m  be  is  i 
ill  Musis,  and  the  prophets,  and  the  psalms.  W.  MK3. 
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ton  solicited  the  dassis  of  Groningen  to  undertake  it,  wbich  they 
willingly  promised  J;o  do  ;  and  calling  for  the  testimonials  of  Mr. 
Henwick,  and  the  rest  of  those  who  went  over  at  the  time,  l^lr.  Ren- 
wick's  was  produced,  (heing  then  in  readiness  whilst  the  others 
were  a-wantia^,)  and  though  in  a  rude  dress^  were  sustained.  The 
classis  being  conrened,  the  candidates  were  called  in,  and  held  an 
open  harangue,  wherein  they  gave  testimony  agaipst  all  corruptions 
of  the  church  of  that  country.  They  all  tliree  should  have  passed 
together,  but  upon  some  differences  arising,  the  other  two  were  re- 
tarded. It  was  the  custom  of  tlie  place,  that  every  one  that  passes 
most  pay  twenty  guilders,  for  the  use  of  the  churdr,  but  the 
classis  declared,  that  they  would  be  at  all  the  charges  themselves. 

But  the  next  difficulty  was,  that  being  told  it  was  impossible  for 
any  to  pass  without  subscribing  their  Catechism,  and  observing  that 
their  forms  and  corruptions  were  therein  justified,  Mr.  Renwick 
resolutely  answered,  he  would  do  no  such  thing,  being  engaged  by 
a  solemn  covenant  to  the  contrary.     This  was  like  to  spoil  all ;  but 
at  length  they  agreed  that  he  should  subscribe  the  Confession  and 
Catechism  of  the  ohui*ch  of  Scotland,  a  practice  never  before  heard 
of  in  that  land.     The  day  of  ordination  being  come,  Mr.  Renwick 
was  called  in.     After  spending  some  time  in  prayer,  the  examina- 
tion began.     It  lasted  fix)m  ten  in  the  morning  to  two  in  the  after- 
noon.    Then  his  friends,  who  were  attending  in  the  church,  were 
called,  (amongst  whom  was  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  another  elder  of  the 
church  of  Scotland,)  to  witness  the  laying  on  of  hands ;  which, 
after  th^  exhortation,  was  performed  with  prayer,  the  whole  meeting 
melting  in  tears.     Thereafter,  he  delivered  a  discourse  before  the 
classis,  ^^ch  ended  the  solemnity.     At  dinner,  to  which  he  and 
his  ^ends  were  invited,  the  preses  declared  the  great  satisfaction 
all  the  brethren  had  in  Mr,  Renwick ;  that  they  thought  the  whole 
time  he  was  before  them,  his  face  seemed  to  shine  ;  and  that  they 
had  never  seen  or  found  so  much  of  the  Lord's  Spirit  accompanying 
any  work  as  that  ordination.     But  no  sooner  were  these  difficulties 
over,  than  others  of  a  more  disagreeable  \d^^  began  to  arise,  which, 
if  they  had  appeared  but  one  day  sooner,  might  have  stopped  the 
ordination,  at  least  for  a  time.     On  the  very  next  day,  Mr.  Brakel 
told  them,  that  a  formal  libel  was  come  from  the  Scottish  ministers 
at  Rotterdam,  containing  heavy  accusations  against  the  society-peo- 
ple in  Scotland,  \duch  they  behoved  either  to  vindicate,  or  else  the 
ordination  must  be  stoppea ;  but  this  being  too  late  as  to  Mr.  Ren- 
Tvick,  it  came  to  nothing  at  last. 

Upon  his  ordiuation,  he  felt  the  most  longing  desire  to  imnrove 
his  t^ents  in  h^alf  of  the  persecuted  people  in  Scotland,  ana  hav- 
ing* received  testimonials  of  his  ordination  and  learning,  (particularly 
in  the  Hebrew  and  Greek  tongues)  from  the  classis,  and  finding  a 
ship  ready  to  sail,  he  embarked  at  the  Brill ;  bnt  waiting  some  days 
-npon  a  wind,  he  was  so  discouraged  by  some  profane  passengers 
preying  the  King's  health,  that  he  was  fbrced  to  leave  Ae  vessel, 
SLTid  take  another  bound  for  Ireland.  A  sea  storm  compelled  them 
to  liut  In  to  Rye  harbour  in  England,  about  the  time  when  there 
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wag  so  mucli  noise  about  the  Ryehonse  plot,  which  created  him  no 
small  danger ;  but,  after  many  perils  by  sea,  he  arrired  safe  at 
Dublin,  where  he  had  many  disputes  with  the  ministers  anenC 
their  defections  and  indifference ;  but  yet  in  such  a  gaining  and 
gospel  way,  that  he  left  convictions  on  their  spirits,  of  his  being  a 
pions  and  zealous  youth.  In  his  passage  to  Scotland  he  met  with 
considerable  dangers,  and  had  a  prospect  of  more,  as  not  knowing 
how  or  where  he  should  come  to  land,  all  ports  being  then  so  strictly 
observed,  and  the  skipper  at  first  refusing  to  let  him  go  till  his 
name  was  given  up.  At  last  he  was  prevailed  on  to  g^ve  him  a 
cast  to  the  shore,  and  from  thence  he  began  his  weary  and  uncertain 
wanderings,  through  an  unknown  wilderness,  amongst  unknown 
people,  it  being  some  time  before  he  could  meet  with  any  of  the 
societies. 

In  September  1683,  he  commenced  his  ministerial  work*  in  Scot- 
land, taking  up  the  testimony  of  the  standard  of  Christ  where  it 
had  fallen  at  tlie  removal  of  the  former  witnesses,  Messrs.  Cameron 
and  Cargill,  and  this  in  the  strength  of  his  Master,  he  undertook 
to  prosecute  and  maintain  against  an  opposition  from  all  hands, 
which  seemed  unsupportable  to  sense  and  reason. 

He  was  thus  received  by  a  poor  persecuted  people,  who  had  los( 
all  their  worldly  enjoyments  for  the  sake  of  the  gospel.  His  first 
public  meeting  was  in  a  moss  at  Darmead,  where  for  their  informa- 
tion and  his  own  vindication,  he  thought  it  expedient  not  only  to 
let  them  know  how  he  was  called  to  the  ministry,  and  what  he  ad- 
hered to,  but  also,  to  unbosom  himself  about  the  then  puzzling 
questions  of  the  time,  showing  whom  he  could  not  join  with,  and 
his  reasons  for  so  doing;  and  in  the  end  telling  them  on  what 
grounds  he  stood,  and  resolved  to  stand  upon  ;  which  he  resolved 
(the  Lord  assisting  him)  to  seal  with  his  blood. 

Upon  this  the  father  of  lies  b^^  to  spue  out  a  flood  of  re- 


*  In  reference  to  his  sucoen  in  this  worlc,  the  following  notice  is  cxbiieted, 
from  «  wmroe  which  again  and  again  we  hare  referred  to. 

Seijeant  Niabet,  in  his  diary,  thus  intimates  the  ntiltty  of  his  laboai%  both  to 
himsdf  and  others.  The  following  extract  refers  to  the  year  1684.  "  I  went  16 
miles,  to  hear  Mr.  James  Renwick,  a  faithful  tfervant  of  Jesns  Christ,  who  waa 
a  young  man,  endued  with  great  piety,  prudence,  and  modenlion.  The  meeting 
was  held  in  a  Urge  desolate  muir.  He  appeared  to  be  accompanied  with  muxh  of 
his  Master**  presence.  He  preached  on  Marie  xii.  34.  In  the  forenoMi, he  gave  us 
sereral  marks  of  the  hypocrite,  with  pertinent  applications.  In  ^e  afttfnoon  he 
gave  us  seyeral  marks  of  a  saved  believer,  and  made  a  large,  full,  and  free  olfer  of 
Christ,  to  all  sorts  of  perishing  sinners.  His  method  was  dear^lain,  and  wefl 
digested,  suiting  the  substance  and  simplicity  of  the  gospeL  This  was  a  great 
day  of  tbe  Son  of  man,  to  many  poor  exercised  souls,  who  this  day  got  a  Ffsgnli 
view  of  the  Prince  of  life.**  At  wiother  time  he  says,  "  towards  tbe  latter  cad 
of  this  year,  I  had  the  happy  occasion  of  hearing  Mr.  Renwick  preach,  on 
Song  iii.  9,  10.  where  be  treated  sweetly  on  the  covenant  of  grace.  O  diat  'was 
a  sweet  and  great  day  of  the  gospel,  for  he  handled  and  pressed  the  privil^es  of 
the  covenant,  with  seraphic  lilce  enlargement,  to  the  great  edification  of  the  I 
er^  Sweet  and  charming  were  the  offers  he  made  of  Christ,  toaD  aorta  of  1 
of  the  fMpeL**     See  Nisbet*s  Diary. 
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proachesy  so  as  to  swallow  up  and  buy  his  name  and  work  in  con- 
tempt, reproadies  which  were  credolously  entertained,  and  industri- 
ously  spread,  not  only  by  the  profane,  but  eren  by  many  professors. 
Some  said  that  he  had  excommunicated  all  the  ministers  in  Soot- 
land,  and  some  after  they  were  dead ;  whereas,  he  only  gaye  rea- 
sons why  he  could  not  keep  communion  with  them  in  the  present 
circumstances.  Others  said,  that  he  was  no  Presbyterian,  and  that 
his  design  was  only  to  propagate  schism.  But  the  truth  was,  he 
was  a  professed  witness  against  all  the  defections  of  Presbyterians 
from  any  part  of  their  covenanted  work.  Again,  others  alleged  he 
was  a  Sectarian,  Independent,  or  Anabaptist,  or  they  knew  not 
what.  But  the  general  outcry  was,  that  he  had  no  mission  at  all. 
Others  slandering  him,  that  he  came  only  by  chance,  at  a  throw  of 
the  dice ;  with  many  other  calumnies,  rdutcd  by  the  foregoing  re- 
lation. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  gave  out  that  be  and  his  followers  main- 
tained the  murderous  principles  and  the  delirious  and  detestable 
blasphemies  of  Gib ;  all  which  shamele^  and  senseless  fictions  he 
ever  opposed  and  abhorred.  Yea,  some  minbters,  more  seemingly 
serious  in  their  essays  to  prepossess  the  people  against  him,  said, 
**  That  they  had  sought  and  got  the  mind  of  ike  Lord  in  it,  that  his 
labours  should  never  profit  the  church  of  Scotland,  nor  any  soul  in 
it,*'  assuring  themselves  that  God  would  break,  and  bring  to  nothing, 
him  and  them  that  followed  him,  ere  it  were  long  ;  comparing  them 
to  Jannes  and  Jambres,  who  withstood  Moses.  All  these  re- 
proaches, however,  he  was  remarkably  supported  under,  and  went 
on  in  his  Master's  business,  while  he  had  any  work  for  him  to  do. 

In  ^he  meanwhile,  from  the  noise  that  went  through  the  oonntry 
concerning  him,  the  Council  got  notice ;  and  thereupon,  being  en- 
raged at  the  report  of  his  preaching  in  the  fields,  they,  raised  a 
hotter  and  more  cruel  persecution  against  him,  than  ever  the  ncoft 
notorious  murderer  was  pursued  with.  For,  having  publicly  pro- 
claimed him  a  traitor,  rebel,  &c  they  proceeded  to  pursue  his 
followers  with  all  the  rigour  that  hellish  fury  and  malice  oould  sog- 
g'cst,  and  yet  the  more  tibey  opposed,  the  more  they  grew  and  in- 
creased. ^        , 

In  1684,  his  difficulties  from  enemies,  and  his  discouragements 
from  friends  opposed  to  him,  and  manifold  vexations  from  all  hands, 
began  to  increase  more  and  more ;  yet  all  the  while  he  would  not 
Intermit  one  day's  preaching,  but  was  still  incessant  and  undaunted 
in  his  work.     This  made  the  ministers  inform  agfunst  him,  as  if  ho 
had  intruded  upon  other  men's  labours ;  alleging,  that  when  another 
minister  was  to  preach  in  a  place,  he  unexpectedly  came  and  preach- 
ed in  the  same  parish;  and  instancing  one  occasion  at  Paisley; 
whereas  he  went  thither  upon  a  call,  from  people  in  that  bounds, 
wi  thout  knowing  whether  there  was  such  a  minister  in  that  country. 
It  is  confessed,  that  he  hath  sometimes  taken  the  churches  to  preach 
in,    when  either  the  weather,  instant  haaard  at  the  time,  or  respect 
to  secrecy  and  safety,  excluded  from  every  other  place.     But,  oould 
this  be  csdled  intrusion,  to  creep  into  the  church  for  one  nighty  when 
they  cither  could  not  stand,  or  durst  not  be  seen  without. 
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DwAng  thiB  year,  in  prosecution  of  a  cruel  inforaalioa  agaiMt 
him,  the  addiers  beoame  more  vigilant  and  indelat'gaUa  in  aeekiog 
afiter  him;  and  from  them  he  had  many  remarkaUe  delirerascM. 
Particvkrly  in  the  month  of  July,  as  he  was  going  to  a  BMCting,  a 
oointryman,  seeing  him  wearied,  gave  him  a  horse  for  aont»  i^es 
to  ride  oi^  they  were  sarprised  with  Lientenanit  Doadas  and  a  puty 
of  dragoons.  The  two  men  with  him  were  taken  and  aevvrely 
wounded.  He  escaped  their  hands,  and  vent  np  Dnngarel  hill ; 
bnt  was  so  closely  pursued,  (they  being  so  near  'diat  they  fired  at 
him^  aU  the  time,)  tiiat  he  was  forced  to  leave  the  horse,  losing 
therdlyy  his  doakbag,  with  many  papers.  Seeing  no  other  refi^e^ 
he  was  fiun  to  mn,  towards  a  heap  of  stones,  where,  for  a  l^le 
getting  out  ef  their  sight,  he  fbnnd  a  hollow  place  into  which  he 
crept ;  and  committing  himself  by  earnest  ejacnUon  to  Gody  in 
submission  to  live  or  die ;  and  also  believing,  that  he  should  be  re- 
served for  greater  work,  that  part  of  6<aiptore  oHen  came  to 
his  mind.  Depart  frtm  mecUltfe  mrker9*<f  inigui^^*  together  with 
these  words,  For  he  shaU  give  kUoMffds  charge  over  th€e.\  The  ene- 
my searched  np  and  down  the  hill,  yet  were  restrainedfrom  looking 
into  that  place  where  he  was*  Am  many  such  sore  and  desperate 
chases  he  and  his  followers  experienced;  some  continning  whole 
nights  and  days  without  intennisnon,  in  the  wildest  places  of  the 
country,  and  for  many  miles  together,  without  so  much  as  a  possi- 
bility of  escapii^  from  the  sight  of  those  who  pursued  after  them. 

On  the  24th  of  September,  this  year,  letters  of  inteycommuning 
were  issued  against  lum,  commanding  idl  to  give  him  no  reset  or 
su^y,  nor  furnish  him  with  meat,  drink,  house,  harbour,  or  any 
thmg  useful  to  him,  and  requiring  all  sheri£Bi,  &c.  to  a^^irehend  and 
commit  to  prison  his  person,  wherever  they  could  find  him.  By 
virtue  of  Uiese  letters,  the  su£Ferers  were  reduced  to  incredible 
straits,  not  only  in  being  murdered,  but  also  from  hunger,  cold, 
barassings,  See. ;  in  which  perplexity,  having  neither  a  possibility  to 
flee,  nor  an  ability  to  fight,  they  were  forced  to  publish  an  apdo- 
getical  r^iresentation  of  the  approved  princqdes,  practiest  and 
coyenant^engagements  of  onr  reformers,  reducing  to  practice  that 
privilege  of  extraordinary  executing  of  judgment,  on  the  murder- 
ing beasts  of  prey,  who  prc^Brased  and  prosecuted  a  daily  trade  of 
destroying  innocents.  When  this  declaration  was  first  proposed, 
Mr.  Renwick  was  somewhat  averse  to  it,  fearing  the  sad  effects  it 
might  produce;  but,  considering  that  the  necessity  of  the  caao 
would  admit  of  no  delay,  he  consented,  and  concurred  in  its  publi- 
cation. Accordingly  it  was  fixed  upon  several  market-crosses  and 
parish  church-doors.    November  8>  1684. 

After  the  publication  of  thb  pi4>er,  rage  and  reproach  seemed  to 
smve  which  should  show thegreatest  vid^oeagidnsttheowners  of  it. 
The  Council  published  a  prodamation  fo^lfocovering  siy^h  as  owned 
or  would  not  disown  it ;  requiring  t)iat  nono  above  the  age  of  six- 
teen travel  without'a  pass,  and  that  whoever  should  apprdioid  any 
of  them  ihould^ve  600  merks  for  eadi  person ;  and  that  every 
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086  AwM  Uke  the  oath  of  abjuratioii*  After  dug,  the  temptation 
and  hasard  beoaaaeao  dreactful,  that  many  w«re  ahot  iaataDtly  in 
the  fields ;  others,  refiuing  ^  oatfai  were  broiight  in,  sentenoed  and 
executed  in  one  day ;  yea,  spectators  al  exeentions  were  required 
to  8^,  whether  these  n^n  snffored  jnatly  or  not.  All  which  dolo- 
roQB  dPecta,  when  Mr.  Renwidc  with  a  sad  awd  troubled  heart  ob- 
serred,  he  was  often  heard  to  say,  theogfa  he  had  peace  as  his  end 
and  aim  by  it,  yet  he  wished  from  his  heart,  that  that  declamtion 
had  nerer  been  pidilished* 

Neither  was  the  year  1665  any  thing  better.  For  it  besanM 
now  the  ^Mmy's  greatest  ambition  and  emidation,  who  oodd  destroy 
most  of  the  poor  wandarers  upon  the  mountains,  and  when  they 
had  spent  all  their  balls,  they,  were  nothing  nearer  their  purpose 
than  when  they  began ;  for  the  more  they  were  afflicted,  the  mora 
they  grew.  Th  ImA  did  bumy  Imi  was  not  cotrnmed,  btcemae  ih$ 
Lord  was  in  the  bush. 

Charles  II.  being  dead,  and  the  Duke  of  York,  a  proAssed  Papist, 
beii^  predaimed  in  February  1685,  Mr.  Renwick  conld  not  let  go 
this  opportunity  of  witnessing  against  the  usurpation  by  a  Pispiat  of 
the  govttmm^t  of  Uie  nation,  and  his  design  of  oTertumfaig  the 
ooTenanted  work  of  i^ormatum,  and  introdueiQg  Popary.  Aeeor- 
dingly,  he  a»d  about'  200  men  went  to  8anquhar,  May  28,  1685, 
and  puUished  the  declaratkm,  afterwards  called  the  Sanquhar 
declaratien. 

In  the  mean  tim^  the  Earl  of  Argyle's  e:q>edition  taking  place, 
Mr.  Renwick  was  mnch  solicited  to  join  it.  He  expressed  the 
esteem  he  had  for  the  Earl's  hoaesTand  laudable  intention,  and 
8p<^  very  £ivourably  of  him,  declaring  his  willingness  to  concur, 
if  the  qwrel  and  declaration  were  righUy  stated;  but  because  it 
was  not  concerted  according  to  tiie  ancient  plea  of  our  Scottish 
ooTenanls,  he  could  not  agree  with  him.  This  created  him  a  new 
aeries  of  trouble  and  reproach,  £ix»n  all  hands,  and  from  none  more 
than  die  indulged. 

In  1686,  Mr.  Renwick  was  construned  to  be  more  public  and 
explidt  in  his  testimony  against  the  defections  of  the  time;  where- 
in he  met  with  more  contradictions  from  all  hands,  and  more  dis- 
eonraging  even  from  some  who  once  Mowed  him ;  and  was  much 
tronbled  with  letters  of  accusation  against  him.  One  of  the  minis- 
ters that  came  over  with  Argyle,  wrote  a  very  vindictive  letter,  to 
whidi  he  answered  at  large.  He  was  also  traduced,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  by  one  Alexander  Gordon,  who  smnetimes  joined  with 
the  sullering  party,  but  by  none  more  than  Robert  Cathcart,  in 
Carrick,  who  wrote  a  scurrilous  libd  against  him,  from  whidi  how- 
ever he  vindicated  himself  in  the  clearest  terms.  This  not  saUsfy- 
\ng  the  swd  Robert  CaAcart,  he  in  the  name  of  his  friends  m  Car- 
rick, and  the  shire  of  Wigton,  though  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  half  of  them,  took  a  protest  against.  Mr.  Renwick's  preaching 
within  their  jurisdiction  ;  giving  him  occasion,  with  David-to  com- 
plain. They  speak  tanihf,  their  heart  gathereth  inkfitity,  yeoy  mme 
aum  familiar  friend,  iH  wham  I  trus^  hath  iifiiq^hi^ 
me. 
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Notwithstanding  the  obloquies  he  sustained  from  bXI  sorts  of  op- 
posers,  he  had  one  ftiltlifiil  and  fervent  wrestler  on  his  side,  Mr. 
Alexander  Peden ;  and  yet  a  litde  before  his  death,  these  reproadi- 
ers  so  far  prevailed  with  him,  as  to  instigate  him  to  a  dedsired  op- 
poation  to  Mr.  Reawick ;  which  not  only  contributed  to  grieve  hna 
mudi,  bat  was  also  an  occasion  of  stumbling  to  many*  oUiers  of  the 
wril  affected,  and  to  the  confirmation  of  his  opposers.  Yet,  never- 
thdess,  he  ]m>oeeded  in  his  progress  through  the  country,  |M«adi- 
ing,  catechising,  and  baptizing  wherever  he  went.  In  traveiih^ 
ihroogk  Galloway,  he  was  encountered  with  a  most  insolent  pro- 
testation given  against  him,  subscribed  by  one  Hutchison.  This 
paper  he  read  over  at  a  public  meeting  in  the  bounds,  after  preach- 
ing ;  giving  Uie  people  to  know  what  was  done  in  tlH^r  name,  show- 
ing that  it  overturned  several  pieces  of  our  valuable  reformation, 
and  exhorting  diem,  if  there  were  any  there  who  concurred  therein, 
speedily  to  retract  their  hand  from  such  iniquity. 

Portly  after  tins,  while  his  work  was  increasing,  and  his  diffi- 
edties^^  multiplying  daily,  the  Lord  made  his  burden  lighter,  by  the 
help  of  Mr.  David  Houston,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Shields,  who  join- 
ed with  him,  in  one  accord  witnessing  against  the  sins  of  the  time. 
This,  as  it  was  very  refreshing  to  him,  and  satisfied  his  longii^  de- 
sires and  endeavours,  also  furnished  him  with  an  answer  to  those 
who  said,  that  hct  neither  desired  to  join  with  another  minister,  nor 
80  much  as  to  meet  with  any  other  for  joining.  The  first  had  al- 
ready been  confuted,  and  as  for  the  other,  it  is  well  known  how  fiu- 
he  travelled  both  in  Scotland  and  England,  to  meet  with  ministers 
who  snpermliously  refused  to  join  with  him.  He  once  sent  a  friend 
for  that  purpose,  to  a  minister  of  great  note  at  Glendale  in  North- 
umberiand ;  but  he  peremptorily  ol^'ected.  At  another  time,  before 
that,  in  the  same  county,  he  happened  to  be  in  a  much  respected 
gentlewoman's  house,  where  Dr.  Rule  came  to  visit,  wiio  was  over- 
heard discharging  her  by  many  arguments,  from  countenancing  Bfr. 
Renwick,  if  he  should  come  that  way ;  whereupon  he  sent  for  tlie 
Doctor,  letting  him  know  that  the  same  person  was  in  the  house, 
and  that  he  desired  to  discourse  with  him,  but  he  refused. 

After  this  he  was  informed  agamst,  to  the  ministers  in  Holland ; 
upon  which  Mr.  Brakel  sent  him  his  advice,  but  as  it  relished  o£  a 
gospel  spirit,  not  like  that  of  his  informers,  it  was  no  way  offensive 
to  him.  Mr.  Roelman,  another  famous  Dutch  dirine,  and  onoe  a 
great  sjrmpathizer  with  Mr.  Renwick,  and  his  afflicted  party,  in  con- 
sequence of  their  information,  also  turned  his  enemy.  This  he  felt 
the  more  weighty,  that  such  a  great  man  should  be  so  credulous: 
but  all  ^ese  filings  never  moved  him,  being  fully  resolved  to  sa£fer 
this  and  more  for  the  cause  of  Christ 

In  1687,  a  proclamation  was  issued  out,  February  12,  tolerating 
the  moderate  Presbyterians  to  meet  in  their  private  houses  to  hear 
the  indulged  ministers,  while  the  field-meetings  should  be  prosecuted 
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witJi  the  utmost  rigotir  •f  low.  A  second  prodamation  was  giveit 
Juno  28,  allowing  all  to  serve  God  in  their  own  way>  iM  any  house. 
A  third  was  emitted  October  5,  declaring  that  all  preachers  and 
hearers  at  any  meeting  in  the  open  fields,  ^oold  he  prosecuted  with 
the  utmost  severity  that  law  wcmld  allow,  that  all  Dissenting  minis- 
ters who  preach  in  honses  should  teach  nothing  that  should  alienate 
the  hearts  of  the  people  from  the  govemment ;  and  that  the  privy 
counsellors,  sherifis^  &c.  should  he  acquainted  with  the  places  set 
apart  for  their  preaching.  This  prodamation,  it  seems,  was  g^ranted 
as  an  answer  to  a  petition  for  toleration  given  in,  in  name  of  all  the 
Presbyterian  ministers,  July  21,  1687. 

Here  again  Mr.  Renwick  felt  it  to  he  his  duty,  not  only  to  de- 
tlare  against  the  grantors,  but  also  against  the  accepters  of  this  tole- 
ration ;  warning  also  the  people  of  the  hasard  of  their  accession  to 
it.  At  this  the  indulged  were  so  incensed,  that  they  immediately 
began  again  to  show  their  teeth  at  him;  calling  him  an  intruder,  a 
Jesuit,  a  white  devil,  going  through  the  land  canying  the  devil's 
white  flag ;  and  saying  that  he  had  done  more  hurt  to  the  dinrch  of 
Scotland  than  its  enemies  had  done  these  twenty  years,  as  also  by 
spreading  papers  throughout  the  country,  as  given  under  his  hand, 
to  render  him  odious ;  which  in  truth  were  nothing  else  than  forge- 
ries, and  only  discovered  their  own  treachery. 

Yet  all  this  did  not  move  him,  even  when  his  enemies  shot  their 
arrows  against  him.  Being  not  only  the  butt  of  the  wicked,  but 
the  scorn  of  profossors  also,  and  a  man  much  wondered  at  every 
way ;  he  nevertheless  continued  at  his  work,  his  inward  man  in- 
creasing more  and  more,  even  as  his  outward  man  decayed,  and  his 
xeal  for  fulfilling  his  ministry,  and  finishing  his  testimony,  becoming 
the  more  ardent  as  he  found  the  less  peace  and  accommodation 
from  the  world.  By  this  time  he  had  become  so  weak,  that  he 
could  not  mount  or  sit  on  horseback,  so  that  he  behoved  to  be  car- 
ried to  the  place  of  preaching,  and  never  in  the  least  complained  of 
any  ailment  during  his  labours. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  persecution  against  him  was  so  furious, 
that  in  less  than  ^ve  months  after  the  toleration,  fifteen  most  despe- 
rate searches  were  made  for  him :  To  encourage  wliich,  a  prodama- 
tion was  made,  October  18,  wherein  a  reward  of  £100  Sterling  was 
offered  to  any  who  could  bring  in  the  persons  of  him  and  some 
others,  either  dead  or  alive. 

In  the  banning  of  1688,  being  now  drawing  near  the  period  of 
his  course,  he  ran  fast,  and  wrought  hard,  both  as  a  Christian  and  a 
minister :  And  having  for  some  time  had  a  design  to  emit  some* 
thing  in  the  way  of  testimony  against  both  the  grantors  and  accept- 
ers of  the  toleration,^  that  might  afterwards  stand  on  record,  he 


*  The  fact  that  King  James's  tideration,  wHh  its  oonditions,  was  accepted  by 
the  presbyterian  ministen  generally,  tended,  of  ooiine,  to  increase  the  severity  of 
the  persecution  against  the  fidthful  few  who  refused  it ;  and  they  were  so  ftw, 
that  it  was  hoped  by  their  enemies,  that  they  would  aoon  be  extirpated  altogether  ; 
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went  towirdft  B&dmrgli,  and  on  liis  way^ial  Peebki,  he  etaped 
very  narrowiy  bebg  apprehended.  When  at  Bdinbnrgii,  he  ooohi 
haye  bo  rest  till  be  got  that,  which  he,  with  the  ooBcarreBoe  of 
some  others^  had  drawn  np»  deUrered ;  and  npoik  inqmry,  heanng 
that  there  waa  to  be  no  presbytery  or  83rnod  of  tolerated  ministen 
for  80BM  time,  he  went  to  Mr.  Hi^  Kennedy,  who  be  heard  was 
moderator^  and  d^rered  a  jutytestatioB  into  his  hands ;  and  then 
emitted  it  in  pnblie,  as  his  testimony  i^pinst  the  toleration.* 

From  thence  he  went  to  Fife,  and  preached  some  Sabbaths;  after 
which  he  re-crossed  Ihe  fiitb,  and,  upon  the  29th  of  Jannaiy,  preach- 
ed  his  last  sermon  at  Borro¥r8tonnne9B.  He  then  returned  to  Edin- 
boigh,  and  lodged  in  a  friend's  house  on  tiie  Gasdehili,  who  dealt  in 
uncustomed  gc^ds.  Here  onutdng  his  former  ciroumspeetioB,  (his 
time  being  oome,)  one  John  Justice,  a  tide-wiuter,  having  discover- 
ed the  honse,  and  hearing  him  praying  in  the  fiuniiy,  saspected  who 
it  was,  and  attacked  the  house  next  morning,  February  1,  pretend- 
ing to  search  for  uncustomed  goods.  They  immediately  got  en- 
trance ;  and  when  Mr.  Henwiok  came  to  the  door,  Justice  chaDeag^ 
ed  him  in  these  words :  ^  My  life  fer  it,  this  is  Mr.  Renwiek.** 
Af^  which  he  went  to  the  street,  crying  fer  anistanoe  to  carry 
<<  the  dog  Renwiek**  to  the  guard. 

In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Ren  wick  with  other  two  friends  essayed 


and,  bat  for  th*  happy  i«v«ltttlon  that  Moa  followed,  tki*  woold  probdbly  have 
been  tha  case,  as  tha  InquiaitioQ  in  Spain  and  Italy  eflfeotuaUy  topprcaed  tha 
Protestant  religion  in  theae  countries.  I^have  no  hesitation  in  calling  thtm  the 
faithfid  few,  though  it  has  been  ftishlonable  from  that  day  to  this,  to  treat  them 
and  their  memory  with  all  manner  of  oontempt.  They  were  foithful  to  the  word 
of  God,  ao  iar  as  they  imdentood  its  meaning  and  ^pUeatian, — ftdthfoi  to  their 
own  oaoBcienoei,  and  to  their  aoltma  engagements  I  am  not  caDad  mprnt  to  vin- 
dicate the  engagements  themael?es,  in  every  particular.  Hie  oovenantera  weia  hi- 
liblo  men,  and  liable  to  error,  exemption  from  which  they  never  pretended.  Bat 
they  adhered  honestly  and  ^thfiilly  to  what  they  conscientiously  beUered  to  be 
the  truth,  which  many  of  them  sealed  with  thdr  blood,  wUIe  the  great  body  of 
their  bretiii^  gledly  submitted  to  aoeepi  tiia  boon,  whkh  the  Kii«  Intended  not 
for  them,  but  for  the  Papists  by  means  of  whom  he  hoped  aoon  to  crash  thsaoi  aO. 

What  they  rejected  was  not  toleration  genendly ;  but  tha  toleratfan  offemd  faj 
the  King,  which  was  clogged  with  conditions  with  which  they  could  nut  conacU 
entioualy  comply ;— such  as  owning  the  King's  prerogative  and  sopremacy,  or 
headship  of  the  church.  It  would  have^been  acknowledging  that  ihe  King,  wlto 
was  a  Papist,  liad  a  right  to  grant  liberty  to  worship  God  as  fab  werd  leHuiiaa, 
whidi  fanplies  a  right  to  withhold  that  liberty  $  wad  thua  they  weold  kaveyicMed 
to  his  impious  chum  to  be  severe^  lord  of  their  oonsciencea.  At  the  ame  thns!, 
while  I  think  they  had  good  reason  to  reject  that  toleration,  I  finely  admit  that 
tlieir  minds  were  not  enlightened  on  the  sulject  of  toleration  generaUy ;  and  it 
would  haTe  been  singular  if  they  had  ;  fbr  it  was  a  subject  which  no  man  in  the 
kingdom  understood  for  many  years  after.  Tlie  General  Assembly  of  the  Qunvfa 
of  ScoUand,  et  the  time  of  the  Union,  strenueusly  opposed  the  toleration  of  any 
sect  whaterer :  and  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  an  Aet  waa  pasaed 
allowing  freedom  6f  religion  to  the  Episcopslians.  They  are  the  only  dissenters 
recognised  by  law  in  Scethoid  to  this  day.  Tkt  rest  ezisi  by  mere  safliflnnoe  ; 
but  in  publio  opiniea  they  have  a  better  proteotioa  than  asy  law  oenid  give 
them.  W.  M*  G. 

*  This  testfaneny  waa  again  repabUshtd  by  some  friends  to  the  i 
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to  make  their  escape  at  another  door,  bat  were  repdled  by  tke 
waiters.  Upon  this  he  discharged  a  pistol,  which  made  the  assail- 
ants giTO  way ;  but  as  he  passed  throngh  them,  one  with  a  kmg 
staff  hit  him  on  the  breast,  whidi  doubtless  disabled  him  from  mn- 
ning.  Going  down  Uie  Castle*W3rnd,  he,  towards  the  head  of  the 
Cowgate,  haying  lost  his  hat,  was  taken  notice  o^  and  seiied  by  a 
fellow  on  the  street,  while  the  other  two  escaped. 

He. was  taken  to  the  goard,  and  there  kept  for  some  time. — One 
Graham,  captain  of  the  goard,  seeing  him  of  a  little  stature,  and 
comely  countenance,  cried,  *<  What  I  is  this  the  boy  Renwick  that 
Uie  nation  hath  been  so  much  troubled  with  ?**  At  Uie  same  time,' 
one  Bailie  Charters  coming  ii^  with  great  msolence  accused  him 
with  frequenting  low  houses,  which  he  replied  to,  with  merited  dis- 
dain. He  was  then  carried  before  a  quorum  of  Uie  Council :  And 
when  Graham  delivered  him  off  his  hand  he  was  heard  to  say, 
'*  Now,  I  hare  given  Renwick  up  to  the  Presbyterians,  let  them  do 
with  him  what  they  please.''  What  passed  here  could  not  be 
learned. 

He  was  afterwards  committed  dose  prisoner,  and  laid  in  irons. 
Here,  as  soon  as  he  was  left  alone,  he  betook  himself  to  prayer, 
making  a  free  offer  of  his  life  to  God,  requesting  through-bearing 
grace,  and  that  his  enemies  m^^ht  be  restrained  from  torturii^  his 
body :  aU  which  requests  wer^  signally  granted  and  by  him  thank- 
fully acknowledged,  before  his  execution. 

Before  receiving  his  indictment,  he  was  taken  before  the  Chan- 
cdlor,  in  the  Viscount  Tarbet's  lodging,  and  examined  concerning 
his  owning  the  authority  of  James  VII.  the  cess,  and  the  carrving 
of  arms  at  field-meetings,  when  he  delivered  himself  with  such  free^ 
dom  and  boldness  as  astonished  all  present  The  reason  why  he 
was  interrogated  anent  the  cess  was,  that  a  pocket  book  was  found 
on  him,  in  whidi  were  the  notes  of  two  sermons  preached  on  the 
points  which  he  owned.  There  were  also  some  capitals  in  the  same 
book ;  and  because  the  committee  wero  urgent  to  know  the  names, 
he,  partly  to  avoid  torture,  and  knowing  they  could  render  the  per- 
sons no  more  obnoxious,  ingenuously  declared  Uie  truth  of  the  mat- 
ter ;  which  ingenuousness  did  much  to  allay  their  rage  agunst  him. 
Being  asked  by  the  Chancellor,  What  persuasion  he  was  of  ?  He 
answered,  Of  the  Protestant  Presbyterian  persuasion.  Again,  How 
it  came  to  pass  he  differed  so  much*fivm  other  Presbyterians,  who 
had  accepted  the  toleration,  and  owned  the  king's  authority  ?  and 
what  he  Uiought  of  them  ?  He  answered,  He  was  a  Presbyterian, 
and  adhered  to  the  old  Presbyterian  principles,  principles  which  all 
were  obliged  by  the  cov^iant  to  maintain,  and  which  were  once 
generally  professed  and  maintained  by  the  nation  from  1640  to  1660; 
from  whidi,  they  (the  dergy)  had  apostatized  for  a  little  liberty, 
they  knew  not  how  long,  as  they  themselves  (the  councillors)  had 
done  for  a  little  honour.  The  Chancellor  replied,  and  the  rest  i^ 
plauded,  That  they  bdieved  that  Uiese  were  the  Presbyterian  prin- 
ciples, and  that  all  Presbyterians  would  own  them  as  well  as  he,  if 
they  had  but  the  courage.     However,  on  February  3,  he  received 
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kit  indictment  npon  the  three  foresaid  heads,  viz.  disowning  the 
King's  authority,  the  unlawfulness  of  paying  die  cess,  and  the  law- 
fulness of  defensive  arms ;  all  which  he  was  to  answer  to,  on  the 
8th  of  February.  To  the  indictment  was  added  a  list  of  forty-fire 
persons,  out  of  which  the  jnry  was  to  be  chosen,  and  a  list  of  the 
witnesses  to  be  brought  against  him. 

After  having  received  his  indictment,  his  mother  got  access  to  see 
him,  and  to  her  he  spoke  many  savoury  w(H*ds.  On  Sabbath,  Fe- 
bruary 5,  he  regretted  that  now  he  must  leave  his  poor  ik>ck ;  and 
dedared,  *'  That  if  it  were  his  choice,  he  could  not  think  of  it 
without  terror,  to  enter  again  into,  and  venture  upon,  that  conflict 
with  a  body  of  sin  and  death ;  yet,  if  he  were  again  to  go  and 
preach  in  the  field,  he  durst  not  vary  in  the  least,  nor  flinch  one 
hairbreadth  from  the  testimony,  but  would  look  on  himself  as 
obliged  to  use  the  same  fireedom  and  faithfulness  as  he  had  done  foe- 
fore."  And  in  a  letter,  on  February  6,  he  desired  that  the  persons 
whose  names  were  deciphered  migiit  be  aoqnamted  with  it ;  and 
concludes,  *'  I  desire  none  may  be  troubled  on  my  behalf,  but  rather 
rejoice  with  liim,  who  with  hope  and  joy  is  waiting  for  his  corona- 
tion hour."  At.  another  time,  his  mother  having  adked  him  how  he 
was ;  he  answered,  he  was  well ;  but  that  since  his  last  examina- 
tion he  could  scarcely  pray.  At  this  she  looked  on  him  with  an 
affi'ightcd  countenance,  and  he  told  her,  he  could  hardly  pray,  being 
so  taken  up  with  praising,  and  ravished  with  the  joy  of  his  Lord. 
When  his  mother  was  expressing  her  fear  of  fainting,  saying,  '^  How 
shall  I  look  upon  that  head  and  those  hands  set  up  among  the  rest, 
on  the  port  of  the  city  ?"  He  smiled,  telling  her,  she  should  not 
see  that ;  for,  said  he,  I  have  ofiered  my  life  unto  the  Lord,  and 
have  sought  that  he  may  bind  them  up ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
they  sbaU  hot  be  permitted  to  torture  my  body,  nor  touch  one  hair 
of  my  head  fiuther.  He  was  at  first  much  a£raid  <^  the  torture  ; 
but  now,  having  obtained  a  persuasion  that  these  were  not  to  be  hi» 
trials,  through  grace  he  was  helped  to  say,  *^  That  the  terror  of 
them  was  so  removed,  that  he  would  rather  choose  to  be  cast  into  a 
cauldron  of  boiling  oil,  than  do  any  thing  that  might  wroi^  truth." 
When  some  other  ixiends  were  permitted  to  see  him,  he  exhorted 
them  to  make  sure  of  their  peace  with  God,  and  study  steadftet- 
ness  in  his  ways ;  and  when  they  regretted  their  loss  of  him,  he 
said,  *^  They  had  more  need  to  thank  the  Lord,  that  he  should 
now  be  taken  away  from  these  reproaches,*  which  had  broken  his 
heart,  and  which  could  not  be  otheiTvise  wiped  ofl^,  even  though  he 
should  get  his  life,  without  yielding  in  the  least." 

Monday,  February  8,  he  appeared  before  the  Justiciary,  and 
when  his  indictment  was  read,  the  Justice-derk  asked  lum,  If  he 


*  Besides  tbess  reproaches  already  noticed,  with  many  othen,  he  and  hh,  ful. 
lowers  were  chaiiged  as  men  of  anarchical,  murdering,  and  bloody  pfinciplea ; 
which  makes  it  the  less  wonder  that  their  sncoesson  should  still  be  thirgtd  with 
thei 
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adhered  to  his  former  confession,  and  acknowledged  all  that ' 
tbe  libel  ?  He  answered,  *'  All  except  wliere  it  is  said  I  have 
off  all  fear  of  God :  that  I  deny ;  for  it  is  because  I  fear  to  offend 
God,  and  yiolate  his  law,  that  I  am  here  standing  ready  to  be  con- 
demned/* He  was  then  interrogated.  If  he  owned  authority,  and 
James  VIT.  to  be  his  lawful  sovereign  ?  He  answered,  "  I  own  all 
authority  that  hath  its  prescriptions  and  limitations  from  the  word 
of  God ;  but  cannot  own  this  usurper  as  lawful  King,  seeing,  both 
by  the  word  of  God  such  a  one  is  incapable  to  bear  rule,  and  like- 
wise by  the  ancient  laws  of  the  kingdom,  whidi  admit  none  to  the 
«rown  of  Scotland,  until  he  swear  to  defend  the  Protestant  reli- 
gion ;  which  a  man  of  his  profession  cannot  do."  They  urged, 
Could  he  deny  him  to  be  King  ?  Was  he  not  the  late  King's  bro- 
ther ?  Had  the  late  King  any  children  lawfully  begotten  ?  was  he 
not  declared  to  be  his  successor  by  act  of  parliament  ?  He  answer- 
edy  <<  He  was  no  doubt  King  de  facto  but  not  dejurt ;  that  he  was 
brother  to  the  other  King,  he  knew  nothing  to  the  contrary ;  what 
children  the  other  had  he  knew  not ;  but  from  the  word  of  God, 
dwt  ought  to  be  the  rule  of  all  laws,  or  from  the  ancient  laws  of 
the. kingdom,  it  could  not  be  shown  that  he  had,  or  ever  could  have 
any  right."  The  next  question  was,  If  h^  owned,  and  had  taught 
it  to  be  unlawful  to  pay  cesses  and  taxations  to  his  Majesty  ?  He 
answered,  <<  For  the  present  cess,  enacted  for  the  present  usurper, 
I  hold  it  unlawful  to  pay  it,  both  in  regard  it  is  oppressive  to  the 
subject,  for  the  maintenance  of  tjrranny,  and  because  it  is  imposed 
for  suppressing  the  gospel.  Would  it  have  been  thought  lawfy  for 
the  Jews,  in  the  days  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  to  have  brought  every 
one  a  coal  to  augment  the  flame  of  the  furnace  to  devour  the  three 
children,  if  so  they  had  been  required,  by  that  tyrant  ?" 

Next  they  moved  the  question,  if  he  owned  he  had  taught  his 
hearers  to  come  m-med  to  their  meetings,  and  in  case  of  opposition, 
to  resist  ?  He  answered,  *'  It  were  inconsistent  with  reason  and 
religion  both,  to  do  otherwise :  Yon  yourselves  would  do  it  in  the 
Hke  circumstances.  I  own  that  I  taught  them  to  carry  arms  to  de- 
fend themselves,  and  resist  your  unjust  violence."  Further,  they 
asked,  If  he  owned  the  note-book,  and  the  two  sermons  written 
therein,  and  that  he  had  preached  them  ?  He  said,  "  If  ye  have 
added  nothing,  I  will  own  it ;  and  am  ready  to  seal  all  the  truths 
contained  therein  with  my  blood."— All  his  confession  being  read 
over,  he  was  required  to  subscribe  h.  He  said,  "  He  would  not  do 
it,  since  he  looked  on  it  as  a  partial  owning  of  their  authority." 
After  refiising  several  times,  he  said,  "  With  protestation,  I  will 
gnbscribe  the  paper  as  it  is  my  testimony,  but  not  in  obedience  to 
yon." 

Then  the  assizers  were  called  in  by  fives,*  and  sworn ;  against 


*  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  many  of  the  jnry  were  professors,  imd  eminent 
in  the  tolerated  meetings ;  while  othera,  even  of  (he  malipianta,  chose  rather  to  ran 
the  hazard  of  the  penalty  ;  as  the  hiird  of  Torrcnce,  who  compeared  not,  and  Som* 
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whom  he  ohjeeted  nothing ;  but  protested,  that  none  mig^t  ait  on 
hii  assise  that  professed  not  Pkrotestant  or  Preri>yterian  pnndplea, 
or  an  adherence  to  the  covenanted  "work  of  reformation."  He  wa* 
bronght  in  gniltjr ;  and  sentence  passed,  That  he  shoald  be  exe- 
cuted in  the  Ghrasttnarket  on  the  Friday  following.  Ix>rd  lanfith- 
gow,  Jofltice-general,  adced.  If  he  desired  longer  time  ?  He  an- 
swered, **  It  was  all  one  to  him ;  if  it  was  protracted,  it  was  w^ 
eome ;  if  it  was  ^ortened,  it  was  welcome ;  his  Ma^er^s  time  was 
tiie  best."  He  was  then  retnnied  to  prison.  Without  his  know- 
ledge, and  against  his  will,  yea,  after  openly  refusing  to  the  Adrin 
cate  to  request  it,  he  was  reprieved  to  die  I7th ;  which  gave  oee^ 
sion  to  some,  to  renew  their  reproaches. 

Though  none  who  sufiered  in  the  former  part  of  this  dismal  pe- 
riod, spoke  widi  more  fortitude,  freedom,  and  boldness,  than  M& 
Renwiek,  yet  none  were  treated  with  so  mndi  moderation.  The 
lenity  of  the  Justiciary  was  mndi  admired;  for  they  admitted  him 
to  say  what  he  [leased,  widiout  threatening  and  int6mq>don,  erea 
though  he  gnre  none  of  them  the  title  of  Lord,  except  Linlithgow, 
idio  was  a  noUeman  by  Inrdu  And  though  his  friends  (whidi  ww 
not  usual  after  sentence)  were  denied  access,  yet  bodi  Papists  ami 
Episeopah  were  pennitted  to  see  him.  Bishop  Paterson  often 
visited  him ;  nay,  he  sought  another  remove  for  him,  which  would 
have  been  granted,  had  he  only  petitioped  for  it  Hie  Biidiop 
nsked  him :  Hiink  you  none  can  be  saved  but  those  of  your  prin- 
ciples ?  He  answered,  ^  I  never  said  nor  though^  that  none  ooidd 
be  saved  except  they  were  of  these  principles ;  but  these  are  troths 
which  I  suffer  for,  and  whidi  I  have  not  rashly  eondnded  on,  but 
deliberately,  and  of  a  long  time  have  been  confirmed,  that  they  are 
sufficient  pomts  to  suffer  for."  Hie  Bishop  took  his  leave,  dedaz^ 
ing  his  sorrow  for  his  being  so  tenacious,  and  asid,  ^It  was  a 
great  loss  he  Had  been  of  such  prindples,  for  he  was  a  pretty  lad." 
Again,  the  night  before  he  8u£fei^,  he  sent  to  him,  to  dgnify  his 
r^iness  to  serve  him  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  Mr.  Renwidc 
thanked  him  for  his  courtesy,  but  knew  nothing  he  could  do*  or 
that  he  could  desire. 

Mr.  M^Naught,  one  of  the  curates,  made  him  a  visit  in  his  caoo- 
nical  habit,  which  Mr.  Renwiek  did  not  like.  The  curste,  among 
other  things,  asked  his  opinion  concembg  the  toler^on,  and  those 
Chat  accepted  it.  Mr.  Kenwidc  dedared  that  he  was  against  the 
toleration ;  but  as  for  them  that  embraced  it,  he  judged  £em  to  be 


in«nrilb»  duunberlain  of  Donski,  who^  thoQ|;h  be  appeand,  ytt  when  hm  aw 
2!^.  Renwiek  turn  about  and  direot  bia  tpeecb  to  tham,  ran  «way,  aayia^  Be 
trembled  to  tbink  to  takeaway  the  life  of  aucb  apiou*4ike  man,  thoa^b  tliej  alioald 
take-  bia  wbole  estate.  Tbe  list  of  tbe  auizen  is  as  follows : — James  Hume  of 
Kimmergen ;  Jobn  Hume  of  NineweUs ;  John  Martin,  derk  to  the  msnaftrtory; 
Alexander  Martin,  sometime  derk  of—;  Robert  Halyborton,  merchant;  ThomatB 
Lawrie,  merchant ;  Archibald  Johnston,  merchant;  Thomaa  WjHe,  mercliant; 
James  Hamilton,  vintner;  WiUiam  Cockbum,  merdiant;  Jamea  Hamtltsn,  jun. 
stationer ;  Robert  Currie,  stationer ;  Joseph  Young,  merchant ;  John  CunBiiig- 
ham,  merdiant  in  Glaa^ow ;  Finlan  Bannatlnc  of  Kainu^  ChanctUor. 
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godly  men.  The  curate  lesTiiig  hamkf  commended  him  £ot  one  of 
great  grayity  and  ingenuity*  Dalr3rmple,  the  thing's  Advocate, 
came  abo  to  visit  him,  and  deokred  he  waa  sorry  few  his  deaUi,  and 
tliat  it  ahouM  fall  out  in  his  short  time.  Severai  Popish  priests  and 
gentlemen  of  the  guard,  with  some  of  the  tolerated  ministers,  were 
pernutted  to  converse  with  him.  A  priest,  at  leaving  hino,  was 
overheard  saying,  he  was  a  most  obstinate  heretic;  for  he  had  used 
snch  freedom  with  him,  that  it  became  a  proverb  in  the  tolbooth  at 
the  time,  *<  Begone,  as  Mr.  Beawick  said  to  die  priests*" 

Several  petiticos  were  written  from  several  hands,  ha  the  most 
farourable  strain  that  oonld  be  indented,  and  sent  him  to  smbscribe 
them,  but  all  in  yain ;  yea,  it  was  offered  to  him,  if  he  would  bat 
let  a  drop  of  ink  fall  on  a  bit  of  pi^MEr,  it  would  satidj :  but  he 
would  not.  In  the  mean  time,  he  waa  kept  ao  dose  that  he  codki 
get  nothing  written.  His  begun  testimony  whidi  he  was  writing 
was  taken  frxnm  him,  and  pen  and  ink  remoTod*  However,  he  got 
a  short  paper  written  the  night  befmre,  which  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Cloud  of  Witnesses,  as  his  last  speech  and  testimony. 

On  Tuesday,  the  14th,  he  was  brought  belbre  the  Comncil  on  ac- 
count of  The  vf^oTmatory  vindicaii&n  ;  but  what  passed  there,  cannot 
be  learned,  frur^ier  than  their  signifying  how  much  kindness  they 
had  shovm  him,  in  that  they  had  refKrieved  him  without  his  implica- 
tion, a  thing  never  done  before.  He  answaijed  with  eztraonMnary 
cheerfulness,  rejoicing,  that  he  was  counted  wor^  to  suffer  shame, 
lor  the  name  of  his  Master.  A  friend  addng  hkn,  How  he  'was  ? 
he  said,  *'  Verr  wdl ;"  and  that  he  would  be  better  within  three 
days.  He  told  his  mother,  lliat  the  last  execution  he  was  witness 
to,  was  Robert  Gray*s ;  and  that  he  had  a  strong  impression  in  his 
mind  that  he  should  be  the  next :  He  often  said,  he  saw  need  for 
his  suffering  at  this  time ;  and  that  he  was  persoaded  his  death 
would  do  more  good  than  his  life  for  many  years,  coidd  have  done. 
Being  asked,  WhMX  he  thou^t  God  would  do  with  the  remnant  bo* 
hind  him  ?  He  answered,  ^  It  would  be  well  with  them ;  for  God 
would  not  forsake  nor  cast  off  his  inheritance." 

On  the  day  of  his  exfication,  the  diief  jaikv  begged,  that  at  the 
place  of  execution  he  would  not  mention  the  causes  of  his  death, 
and  would  forbear  all  reflections.  Mr.  Renwidk  told  him,  That 
what  Crod  would  give  him  to  speak,  he  would  q>eak,  and  nothing 
less.  T^  jdor  told  him,  that  he  might  still  have  his  li^  if  he 
would  but  sign  a  petition  which  he  offered  him.  Heaaswered,  That 
he  never  read  in  sciiptnre,  or  in  history,  wheio  martyrs  petitioned 
ior  tibeir  lives,  when  called  to  anffer  for  tndii,  though  they  might 
require  theai  not  to  take  their  lifia,  and  remonstrate  agunst  the 
wickedness  of  murdering  them ;  bnt  in  the  present  ciroumstances  he 
judged  it  would  he  fomd  a  recedhag  from  truth,  and  a  dedinhig 
from  the  testimony  for  Christ. 

His  mother  and  sistere,  having  obtained  leave  to  see  him,  in  re- 
turning thanks  al^  some  gefrpshm— t,  be  said,  '^  O  Lord,  thou  hast 
brought  me  withm  two  hours  of  eternity,  and  this  is  no  matter  of 
tarror  to  me  OMre  than  if  I  were  to  lie  down  in  a  bed  of  roses ; 
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uaj,  through  grace,  to  thy  praise^  I  may  say  I  nerer  hiid  the  fear  of 
death  since  I  came  to  this  prison ;  but  from  the  place  where  I  was 
tdken*  I  couM  haire  gone  very  composedly  to  the  BcaSMd.  O !  bow 
can  I  cQolaiii  this,  to  be  witlua  two  hours  of  the  crown  of  giory  !** 
He  exhorted  them  mach  to  prepare  for  death ;  **  for  it  is  (said  he) 
the  king  of  terrors,  though  not  to  me  now,  as  it  was  sometimes  in 
aay  hidings ;  but,  now  let  bs  be  glad -and  rejmce,  for  the  mmmttgt 
of  the  Xiamb  is  come,  and  his  wife  hath  made  herself  ready.  -  WodM 
ever  I  haye  thoi^ht  that  the  fear  of  suffering  and  of  deatJi,  etnM  be 
so  taken  ftom  me?  Bab  what  «hali  I  say  to  it  ?  It  is  the  doing  of 
the  Lord^  and  marrc^aaan  our  eyes.  I  hare  many  times  ootmted  . 
th^  cost  of  fbUowii^  Christ,  bnt  never  thought  it  wonld  be  eb  easy ; 
and  now  who  knows  the  honomr  and  haj^iness  of  that  ?  He  /to 
co99fssg€th  me  befimv  men^  him  wUl  I  corUess  More  n^  FatikerJ*  He 
said  many  times,  ''  Now  I  am  near  the  end  of  time ;  I  desire  to 
bless  the  Lord,  it  is  on  inexpressibly  sweet  and  satisfying  peace  to 
me,  Aat  he  hath  kept  me  &om  complying  with  enenues  in  the 
least."  Perceiving  his  mother  waep,  he  exhorted  her  ta  remember, 
that  diey  who  lov^  aay  thing  better  than  C^st  were  noteworthy 
of  him.  '^  If  ye  love  me,  rejoice  that  I  am  going  to  my  F^tilier,  to 
obtain  the  enjoyment  of  whiit  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  eex  heard,  ner 
heart  conceived."  Then  ha  went  to  prayer,  wherein  he^  s^pi  out 
miidli  in  praise,  and  pleaded  nnch  in  behalf  of  the  sn£fering  rem- 
nant ;  that  the  Lord  would  raise  up  witnesses  that  mig^t  transmit 
the  testimony  to  succeeding  generations,  and  that  he  would  not 
leave  Scotland ;  asserting,  with  great  confidence  of  hope,  that  he 
was  strengthened  in  the  hope  that  the  Lord  woidd  be  gradons  to 
SooUand. 

At  length,  hearing  the  drums  beat  for  the  guard,  he  fell  into  a 
transport,  saying,  **  Yonder  the  welcome  warning  to  my  marriage ; 
the  bridegroom  is  ccmiing ;  I  am  ready,  I  am  retuly.'*  Then  taldng 
leave  of  his  mother  and  sisters,  he  entreated  them  not  to  be  dis- 
couraged ;  for,  ere  all  were  done,  they  should  see  matter  of  prdse 
in  that  day's  work.  He  was  taken  to  the  low  Coundl-honse,  « 
was  usual,  where  after  his  sentence  was  read,  they  desired  Imn 
there  to  speak  what  he  had  to  say.  He  said,  "  I  have  nothii^  to 
say  to  you,  but  that  which  is  writtoi  in  Jer.xxvL  14,  15.  Atformty 
beholdf  I  am  in  your  hand, "  &o.  He  was  told  that  die  drams 
would  beat  at  Uie  sa^old  all  the  time,  and  thereforo  they  denred  Mm 
to  pray  there ;  but  he  refiised :  and  declared,  he  would  not  be  limited 
in  what  he  would  say,  and  that  he  had  premeditated  nothhig,  but 
would  speak  what  was  given  hnn.  They  offered  liim  «iy  tuimster 
to  be  wkh  him;  but  he  answered,  "  If  I  woidd  have  had  any  of 
them  for  my  counsellors  or  oomforters,  I  diould  not  have  been  liere 
this  day.  I  require  none  widi  me  but  this  one  man,**  (meaning  die 
friend  tliat  was  waiting  upon  him.) 

He  went&om  thence  to  die  scaffold  wi^  gi^eat  ebeeifalneM  as 
one  in  a  transport  of  joy,  and  had  the  greatest  crowd  of  Spectators 
that  has  perhafM  been  ever  seen  at  an  eicecirtioB :  but  IMe  wiat 
heard,  on  account  of  the  beating  of  the  drums,  from  1^  firat  •acenAi' 
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te  diB  sodMd  imiil  1m  wm  mtd  ov«r.    Tet  from  Ae  MaUdi  and 
otnera  permittei  to  attend  faimy  iheacB  were  foiiia  of  hk  hit  worda 


Whm  he  went  fint  npon  the  aoaflUd,  seme  forbade  Um  Jto  meak 
any  thing :  beoanse  the  people  ti^vld  not  hear ;  which  he  took  ne 
notiee  o£  There  waa  a  enrate  ataading  at  the  aide  of  the  scafibkl, 
who»  tempting  hiniy  aaid,  '<  Own  oar  King»  and  we  ghaU  pxay:  for 
yen."  He  antw«red»  ^  I  wiU  hare  none  <f£  yonr  jMrayert;  I  am 
jsome  to  bear.my  teatimeny  agmnat  yon,  and  tndi  as  yon  are.'-  The 
carate  said,  <<  Own  onr  King,  and  pray  for  ham^  whaterer  yoii  aay 
against  ns."  He  replied,  >^  I  will  disoonrse  no  UKHre  with  yen :  I 
am  wkhih  a  little  to  appear  before  him  who  is  E^g  of  kings,  and 
Lord  of  lords,  who  shau  ponr  shame,  contempt,  and  oonfosion,  upon 
all  the  kix^  of  the  earth  who  hare  not  mled  for  him." 

He  then  sang  PsaL  citL  read  Rer.  xix* ;  then  prayed,  commend' 
ing  his  sonl  to  God  throngh  the  Badeeaser,  and  his  canse  to  be  vmr 
dicated  in  his  own  time :  and  appealed  to  the  Lord,  if  lUs  was  not 
the  most  joyful  day  he  ever  saw  in  the  world,  a  day  that  he  had 
much  longed  for.  *  He  insisted  much  in  blessing  the  Lord  for  ho- 
nouring him  with  die  crown  of  martyrdom,  an  honour  which  tho 
angels  were  not  privileged  with,  being  incapable  of  laymg  down 
thcor  lives  for  their  princelT  Master.  He  complained  of  being  dis- 
turbed in  worshipping  God :  but,  said  he,  'M  shall  soon  be  above 
these  clouds ;  then  shall  I  enjoy  diee,  and  glorify  thee,  without  in- 
terruption, or  intennission,  for  ever."  Pnjer  being  ended,  ho 
qK^Ice  to  the  people  much  to  the  purpose  of  hU  written  testimony, 
whereof  somewiiat  was  remembered,  to  this  effect : 

'*  Spectators,  I  am  come  heire  this  day  to  lay  down  my  life  for 
adhering  to  the  truths  of  Christ,  for  which  I  am  neithw  afraid  nor 
ashamed  to  suffer.  Nay,  I  bless  the  Lord  that  ever  he  counted  me 
worthy^  or  enabled  me  to  suffer  any  thmg  for  him ;  and  I  desire  to 
pnaiae  his  grace,  diat  he  hath  not  only  k^  me  from  the  gross  pol- 
mtions  of  ^e  time,  but  also  frcmi  the  many  ordinary  pollutions  of 
children ;  and  for  such  as  I  have  been  stained  with,  he  hath  washed 
and  deansed  me  firom  them  in  his  own  blood.  I  am  this  day  to  lay 
down  my  life  for  these  three  things :  L  For  disowning  the  usurpation 
and  tyranny  of  James  Dukeof  York.  2.  For  preaching,  that  it  was 
nnli^wful  to  pay  the  cess  expressly  exacted  for  bearing  down  the  gos-  . 
peL  3.  For  teaching,  that  it  was  lawful  for  people  to  carry  arms  for 
defending  ihMnselves  in  their  meeting  for  the  persecuted  gospel  or- 
dinances. I  think  a  testimony  for  tl^se  is  worth  many  lives ;  and 
if  I  had  ten  thonnnd  I  would  think  it  litde  enough  to  lay  them  ail 
down  for  the  same. 

"  Dear  friends,  I  die  a  Presbyterian  Protestaht ;  I  own  the  word 
of  Godaathe  nde  of  frudi  and  manners;  I  own  the  Confossion  of 
Faith,  Larger  and  Shmter  Crtediism,  Sum  of  Saving  Knowledge, 
Dlrcfclory  for  Poblio  and  Family  Worriiip,  CovenanU  National 
and  Solram  Leagne,  Acts  of  Gencaral  AssmnMies,  «nd  aU  the  faith- 
M  oontendi^gs  um%  have  been  for  the  covenant^  reformaticm.  I 
ieave  my  testimony  approving  the  preaching  in  fields  IP|1  defsndiag 
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^  Mune  by  amu.  I  s^oin  vy  tetlbiany  io  iH  liiite  tnMlw  tbit 
hsfe  hma  KtkA  fay  U^odilwd^  eifter  oh  snM^  M^  or  mm,  fir 
the  canM  of  Christ.  I  leave  my  testimony  againstPopery,  Frdbwy, 
BraMaatum,  ike.  agaiaat  all  prafianiy,  auii  ei«ry  thnv  ooBtrary  to 
«oimd  dbetrine  and  tin  potrer  of  fo<iiMsa;  {tertiealariy.agBMst  aD 
worpatioiitaiideiuMacfameBAaaBaieiipimOfafi^  Prince 

^  the  kiags^  of  the  earth,  who  alone  most  hear  the  ^ory  cf  mfing 
m  his  own  king^iem  die  ohoreh ;  and  in  partiedar  ifpuivt  this  ab- 
•sak&o  power  osnqped  fay  this  «R»per»  that  belongs  to  no  niorfal, 
hot  is  ^e  ineomfltuaicahle  prvogaaive  of  Jehorab ;  and  agaiast  his 
toleratioaiowi^^£pom  thii  absohite  power." 

Here  he  was  ordered  to  hare  done.  He  saunneMd,  I  hav»  sear 
dene ;  and  then  said,  *^  Ye  that  are  the  people  of  CM,  do  not 
weary  to  maintain  the  testimony  of  the  day  in  yonr  stations  and 
places  ;  and,  whaterer  ye  do,  make  sore  an  inteiest  at  CSniat :  for 
there  ia  a  stem  coming  tibat  shall  try  year  llMnidatioii.  Seodisid 
nnstberidc£Seotlaadbeibietliedettveryeoase:  nnd  yon  tiiat  are 
•trangers  to  Ood,  break  off  yonr  sins  by^  repentance,  else  I  wiflbea 
tad  witness  against  yon  in  the  day  of  the  Lord." 

Hare  they  made  him  desist,  and  go  np  the  ladder,  where  he 
prayed,  and  said,  **  Lord,  I  die  in  the  faith  that  d^n  wife  not  lame 
Seotiaad,  bat  that  thoh  wilt  make  the  blood  of  tihy  witaeases  the 
seed  of  thy  church,  and  return  again  and  be  glorious  in  our  land. 
And  now.  Lord,  I  am  ready ;  the  bride,  lihe  Lamb's  wife,  hathmade 
herself  ready."  The  napkin  beiw  tied  about  his  ftoe,  he  said  to 
his  friend  attending,  <<  Faiewell;  be  diligent  in  daty,  make  jmst 
peace  with  God  tlteoogh  Christ.  There  is  a  great  trial  oamiBg^.  As 
to  die  remnant  I  lesre,  I  haTo  committed  tlMura  toCkid.  Tell  them 
from  me,  not  to  weary  nor  be  discouraged  in  maintaining  the  tes- 
timony, and  the  Lord  will  proride  yon  teadiers  and  nunkters,  and 
'When  ire  cobms,  he  will  make  these  despised  tmiha  gbrioas  ai  the 
earth."  He  was  tnmed  ov^,  with  tiiese  words  in  hia  month, 
^  Lord,  intor  thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit,  for  thou  hast  redeon- 
ed  be,  Lord  God  of  Truth." 

Thus  died  the  faithful,  pious,  and  seakras  Mr.  JiameaBflawiel^  on 
the  third  day  over  the  26th  year  of  his  age;  a  yonng  man,  aad  a 
yoong  minister,  but  a  ripe  Christian,  Md  a  renowned  martyt  of 
Christ,  for  whose  sake  he  loved  not  hia  life,  by  whose  blood,  and 
the  word  of  his  testimony,  he  oTercame,  and  thiM  got  above  all 
snares  and  sorrow,  uid,  to  the  conviction  of  many  who  farmerlyfe- 
proadied  him,  was  as  signally  vindicated,  as  he  was  ia  his  lile 
duunefolly  a^ersed  for  prosecudng  that  testimony,  which  now  he 
sealed  with  his  blood,  in  such  a  treasure  of  patience,  m^ekn^s,  ha- 
mility,  constancy,  cQurage,  burning  love,  and  falaaing  seal,  as  did 
very  much  confound  enemies,  ooiK?nne  aei]tfral%  conSraa  hallef% 
coralbrt  friends,  and  astonish  alL 

He  was  of  stature  somewhat  low,  of  a  fbhr  oompleedoa,  aad  V3» 
another  David,  of  a  ruddy  and  beautify  coonl«naiMe.  Most  m^ 
spoke  well  of  him  afbr  he  was  dead;  even  his  murderers  as  weD  as 
•thers  said,  they  thoivht  he  went  to  heaven.    MaligBaatagaMnlly 
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saidt  hA  dM  a  BreibjrCeriaa.  Tke  YiMm«l  of  Ttiiel,  «m  of  the 
oouaseUony  ene  dm^  in  eoDM»ii]r>  wben  umakiwg  <^  him,  saic^ 
<'  That  he  wa«  one  ef  the  fltideet  nMMUMnera  of  hifl  priariplwi  that 
eror^ame  hetee  them*  Othen  we  used  diwayt  to  eante^ono  tnot 
or  other  to  v»Ttf ,  bnt  him  we  ooold  never  move.  Where  wo  left 
hiB^  there  we  fonnd  him.'  Wo  owftld  never  make  him  yidd  or  Tary 
in  the  leaet.  He  was  the  man. we  have  eeeo  most  plainly  and  poi^ 
tioadoiisly  adhering  to  the  old  way  ef  Pk^hyterian  goTemmon^ 
who^  if  ha  had  Ured  in  Knox's  di^  would  not  have  <hed  l^  any 
kwB  dien  in  being."  He  waa  the  last  Ant  on  a  scaffold  sealed  his 
testimony,  for  region,  liberty,  and  the  covenanted  work  of  refor- 
mation in  Soodand** 


*  IW  maduT  of  tiie  mmmnript  Tolnme  mentioaed  in  tb«  Bote  on  HardKOl't 
US0t  pm^  478^  ^^  WHpenoosUy  aeqnIatBd  with  Mr.  BmwUk,  ud  writes  of 
him  m  Ml«wa:*^<  The  latter  tad  af  this  fov,  I  hesrd  that  gnuftJMn  «f  Ga^ 
Mr.  Jmdss  Riowiol^  KMob  ea  SoQg  ill.  0,  la  wbco  he  treated  gnstly  OB  ths  «or»- 
nonl  of  nedcmpdop,  agnad  •&  hetwoaa  God  the  Father,  and  God  the  Son,  hie 
ofual,  in  ftifmr  of  the  deet ;  as  alas  m  the  oofSMSt  of  grace  established  widi  be- 
fiifwa  hi  duist  O !  this  vrm  a  great  aad  sweet  day  of  the  gospel,  for  he 
hsBdlid  and  ywssed  the  priril^ges  of  the  osfvenanteC  gfioe,  #ith  seraphie4ihe  m^ 
laigeaMnt,eothegreaftedlfieation«f  the  heanrs.  Sweet  and  charming  were  the 
«ien  which  he  mads  «f  Christ  to  all  sorts  of  einners.  There  waa  one  thing  tids 
day  diai  was  very  remarludde  to  ane ;  lor  thooj^  it  was  rain  from  morning  to 
night,  and  we  wet  as  if  we  had  been  drenelied  in  water,  yet  not  one  bU  Ml  ( 
nnd  thongh  there  was  a  tent  fixed  for  hiaa,  he  would  not  go  into  it,  hot  stood 
withst  in  the  ain,  and  fnaehed ;  whidi  emapie  had  «  great  infinenee  on  the 
ipeo^  to  patienee^  when  they  saw  hla  symfathy  with  them:  and  though  he  was 
ills  only  ministsr  that  kespvi  claiBst  to  his  tsxt,  and  had  the  best  method 
ibr  the  Judgment  and  memory  of  any  that  over  I  heard,  yet  now  when  ho 
pgenohed,  ^  people  crowded  doee  together  because  of  the  rafai,  he  digressed  n 
Jittls^aaderisdwithapleMantmskinr  ^elee^mydear  friends,  be  not  distnrb- 
^  bessnse  nf  tl«  xnhi,  ibr  to  hams  a  eoraBant  interest  in  Oirist  the  true  Solomov^ 
emdJa  the  bsasfits  of  his  Uesaed  pnvehaat^  Is  well  worth  the  enduring  aU  tempo, 
snl,  eleiaootary  storms  that  can  fidl  op  na.  And  thia  Solomon  who  Is  here  point- 
•d  at,  endured  a  hr  other  kind  of  storm  for  his  people,  efen  a  storm  of  unmiied 
wath  t  And  O  what  would  poor  damned  reprobates  in  hell,  give  for  this  day's 
«tfsr  of  tweet  and  lorsly  Chriet:  And  O  how  weloome  would  fur  suacriof 
iMends  in  prissn  and  banishment  nsake  this  day*e  offiar  of  Christ.  And  I,  Ibr 
nay  own  part  (said  he)  aa  the  X^ead  will  heap  me^  shaU  bear  my  equal  ehaie  o« 
'dris  rain,  in  sympathy  with  you.  And  he  rstunied  to  hie  sweet  suljeet  H*H 
nnd  offered  us  grace  and  rsconrHlation  with  God  through  Christ  by  his  Spirit. 
Words  wdttid  Odl  me  to  ezprem  my  own  frame,  and  the  frame  it  many  others  ; 
isnly  this,  we  weidd  hsrve  been  |M  ^  l^ave  endnrsd  any  kind  of  death,  to  hara 
iasn  homo  at  the  mdnlanruptsd  e^feynsent  of  that  gkrioua  Redeemer,  who  was 
aa  nviUly  and  olaarly  efisrHl  to  os  tiiat  day."-**'  Bat  now«  with  a  griand  hesi^ 
1  must  bid  a  final  fimweO,  while  in  tiate,  to  this  worthy  minister,  and  highly 
bonenred  martyr ;  Ibr  witiiin  two  montha  alter  this,  he  wts  apprehended  and 
aocecvto  at  Edinburgh,  Frtruaiy  17,  1688.  He  was  bom  in  166^  of  perenta 
teth  emlMntly  godly.  His  mother  a  name  wee  EMwdieth  Coraan,  with  whom 
1  Was  wen  aoquaint.  He  was  the  only  man  that  orw  I  knew,  that  had  an  ii». 
atalned  integrity.  He  was  a  livdy  and  CUthlbl  ntinster  ef  Christy  anda  wsrthy 
Christian^  *udi  as  none  who  wire  nsariy  ao|naint  wiA  him  oonld  my  any  other 
but  thl%  that  he  was  a  beloved  Jebyadah*  of  the  Lord.     I  never  knew  a  man 

a  goihewi»dUo>cU;bntlwgrsiSiie.amiPt.fcdWst,brfgiedeftheLortL. 
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B«iidet  whit  hsnd  Mr.  Renwick  lisd  id  the  informsloiy  Tindics- 
timi,  and  the  f oTementbned  testimony  against  the  toleration,  hodi 
of  which  have  long  ago  been  pablighed,  there  was  also  of  late,  pob- 
lished  by  some  wdlwuhers  to  the  same  caose  and  testimony,  a  col- 
leedon  of  his  yaluable  prefaces,  lectures,  and  sermons,  in  two 
▼ohimes:  as  also  another  collection  of  very  choice  letters,  wriClen 
by  him,  from  July  8,  1682,  to  the  day  of  his  death,  Febroary  18^ 
^688.  There  is  also  a  treatiM  of  his  upon  the  admission  of  mlmgw 
dders,  which  the  reader  will  find  affixed  to  his  life  aad  Tiadicatioc 
of  his  testimony,  written  by  Mr.  Shields. 


•nor*  riddf  mdowed  with  gnoe,  more  equal  in  his  temper,  mors  eqiud  Inhbiplrl- 
tual  frmme,  and  more  equal  in  wallc  and  convemtion.  Many  timea  when  I  hav» 
heen  thinklnf  of  tiie  i^reat  Mr.  Knox,  Mr.  Wdeb,  Mr.  Davidson,  Mr.  Braat,  Mr. 
Itntherford,  Mr.  Dnrfaam,  and  othen  of  the  worthy  RdoraMri,  I  have  ih»«|hi 
Ihat  the  great  Mr.  Jamea  Renwidc  waa  aa  tma  and  geonine  a  aan  aad  aaeeea- 
aor  to  those  great  men,  «a  any  Aat  ever  the  Lord  raiasd  up  im  thia  land,  ts 
e«atend  for  truth,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  lost  tinners.  Ho  sesmed  to  osbm 
apsides  with  them  in  soundness  of  principles,  In  wprightneai  of  piraetifl%  in 
meeknesi.  In  prudence,  in  zeal  for  the  glory  of  Ood,  in  giriog  testiaMny  te 
the  troth,  and  against  sin  and  deftoHont  so  that  though  he  waa  the  Joseph 
who  was  sorely  shot  at,  and  griered,  yet  ho  waa  the  Caleh  that  loOowod  the  Loa4 
IWBy.  When  I  speak  of  him  aa  a  man,  none  mors  oomely  in  Icatuvea,  nono 
more  prudent,  none  more  brsTe  and  heroic  in  spirit,  and  yet  naoe  more  meek, 
none  more .  hnmade  aMl  oondeeoending.  He  was  every  way  ao  rational,  aa 
wdl  aa  religions,  that  there  was  reason  to  think  that  the  powere  of  his  riasen 
were  as  much  strengthened  and  sanotiiled,  as  any  mers  man  1  ever  beard  o£ 
When  I  speak  <^  hfan  as  a  Christhui,  neae  mors  meek,  and  yet  none  mors  pm- 
deatly  hold  against  those  who  were  hold  to  sin ;  and,  yet  nona  mors  prudently 
coodeseending:  none  more  frequent  and  fervent  in  religious  datiee,  ouch  as  prayer, 
ooQveraa,  meditation,  sdf-examination,  preaching,  pre&dng,  lecturing,  haptiadng 
and  catechielng.  None  more  methodical  in  teaching  aMi  instructing,  aeeompa» 
nied  with  a  sweet  charming  eloquence,  in  holding  fbrtb  Christ  as  the  eoaly  remedy 
for  lost  sinnera.  None  more  hated  of  the  world,  and  yet  name  move  strengthen- 
ed and  nphdd  hy  the  everlasting  «rms  of  the  gnat  Jehowdi,  to  ho  atead&st  and 
efboond  in  the  way  of  the  Lord  to  tbe  death ;  wherefore  ho  miglit  Justly  becalled 
Antipas,  Christ*s  faithiVil  martyr.  And  as  I  lived  then  to  know  hfan  to  ho  so  of 
m  truth;  so  hy  the  good  hand  of  Ood,  I  yet  Uve,  thirty«aiz  years  aHer  Um,  to 
testify  tiiat  no  man  upon  Just  grounds  had  any  tUng  to  lay  to  hia  chaq^e^  whso 
aU  the  critical  and  straitening  circmnstanoes-^wlien  that  suffMiv  psriod  is  wsK 
oonsldered,  save  that  he  was  liable  to  natural  ond  slnfbl  Infirmltiee,  as  aU  mars 
men  are,  when  in  this  life ;  and  yet  he  waa  aa  little  guilty  in  this  way  aa  ai>y 
I  ever  yet  knew,  or  heard  of.  He  was  the  liveliest,  imd  moat  engaging  preacher 
to  close  with  Christ,  of  any  I  ever  heard.  Hia  oonvena  was  pious^  prudent,  and 
meek ;  his  reasoning  and  debating  was  ths  aams^  eniryiag  akngst  with  H  a  fal 
ovMsnoe  of  the  truth  of  what  he  asserted.  And  for  atuadfaiinise  in  the  way  ef 
the  Lord,  few  came  his  length.  He  Icnmed  the  troth,  and  oo^mted  the  coat,  and 
so  sealsd  it  with  hil  blood.  Of  all  the  men  that  ever  I  knew,  1  would  be  hi  ths 
least  danger  of  committing  a  hyperbole,  when  qwaking  to  his  oommcndatSsB. 
And  yet  I  speak  not  this  to  praise  man,  but  fisr  tiie  ^ory  and  honour  of  God  in 
Christi  who  makes  men  to  dUSv  so  mooh  tnm  €tlm%  and  in  aomo  periads  ef  ths 
church  mors  than  othen." 

This  note  is  kmg,  but  I  hope  not  onhitereating.  The  writar  waa»  I  eoppooe,  a 
plain  eonntryman,  unacquainted  with  fine  writing,  and  the  art  of  umiprfVnn 
But  what  he  eays  derives  an  interest  f^m  his  having  been  a  companion,  and 
r<»!1ow<.aoffi»rer  with  the  good  men  of  whom  bo  wrHea.     It  doaa  m 
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Mr.  Benwiek,  as  ii  generally  known,  waa  the  last  wbo  in  8oot« 
land  sealed  with  his  hlood,  the  testimony  for  <^vil  and  rdig^ous 
Ireedom.  For  some  time  preyious,  the  fliones  of  p^vecntion  had 
been  raging  with  less  yiolenoe,  and  thb  seemed  to  be  their  last  and* 
expiring  blaxe.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  interest,  which  his  deadk 
excited  in  the  public  mind.  The  purity  of  his  character  and  Ite 
integrity  of  his  life^  together  with  his  youth  and  comeliness  of  per* 
son,  had  recommended  him,  it  would  appear,  to  the  commiseratioQ 
of  his  Tery  persecutors.  And  as  we  have  seen,  b^  a  conceasioBt 
which  many  would  deem  tririal,  but  which  in  his  mmd  implied  an 
important  dereliction  of  priodple,  he  miffht  hare  prolonged  or  ereii 
sared  his  life.     By  his  deaths  however,  it  is  probable,  as  he  himself 


h«  had  any  more  than  a  oommoD  •dueatlon ;  bat  it  it  evident  that  he  knew  tfie 
word  of  God  10  aa  to  live  hj  it,  and  he  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  sample  of  the 
8e0ta  Priihyteriani  a  centiuy  a^ ;  the  abore  being  written,  according  to  hf ■ 
own  statement,  thirty-^x  yean  after  Mr.  Renwick*s  death,  wliich  would  be  1724 
Tbere  is  aumething  very  pictoreeque  in  hie  deseription  of  Mr.  Renwiek's 
]yreaehing  in  the  open  air,  and  of  the  people  crowding  together,  to  drink  In  the 
word  of  God  IWmk  hie  lipe,  as  the  earth  received  the  rain  which  was  iaOIng  so 
OTpionsly  apoQ  it;  and  though  such  preachers,  and  such  scenes,  were  the  abhor- 
Tcnoe  and  Uia  seom  of  the  wits  of  that  age,  the  finest  geniusca  of  the  present  age 
havt  been  hoaonred,  by  doing  them  honour :«. 


-In  solitudes  like  these 


Thy  perseeuted  childien,  Scotia,  foUM 
A  tyrant  and  a  bigot's  Uoody  laws : 
Hiere  leaning  on  hia  qtear,- 


The  lyart  vat'ran  heard  the  word  of  God 
By  Cameron  thnnder*d,  or  by  Rcnwick  pour'd 
In  gentle  stream ;  then  rose  the  song,  the  loud 
Aoelaim  of  praise.     The  wheeling  plover  ceassd 
Her  plaint ;  the  solitary  place  was  glad. 
And  on  the  distant  cairns  the  watchman's  ear* 
Caoght  doubtAdly  at  timea  the  breeze-borne  note. 
But  yeara  more  gloomy  follow'd;  and  no  mors 
The  assembled  people  dared,  in  (ace  of  day, 
To  worship  God,  or  even  at  the  dead 
Of  night,  save  when  the  wintry  storm  ravea  fieroe. 
And  thunder-pealfl  oompell'd  the  men  of  blood 
To  oouch  within  their  dens ;  then  dauntlessly 
The  scattered  few  would  meet,  in  some  deep  dell 
By  rocka  o'eiycanopled^  to  hear  the  voice, 
llieir  fiUthful  pastor's  voice.     He  by  the  gleam 
Of  sheeted  lightning  op'd  the  sacred  book, 
And  worda  of  comfort  qwke :   Over  their  souls 
Hb  aocenta  aoothing  camer-as  to  her  young 
The  heathfowl's  plumes,  when,  at  the  doae  of  eve. 
She  gathers  in,  mournful,  her  brood  dispersed 
By  mnrderoos  sport,  and  o'er  the  remnant  spreads 
Fondly  her  wings ;  dose  nestling  'ueath  ber  breast. 
They,  ehotdi'd,  oower  amidst  the  purple  blooms. 

Oruhame's  Scihath, 

•  Nalln^to  v«»  pieced  on  the  turroundlnff  bilk,  lo  give  nutice  uf  the  aprroecb  oT  th«  aoUtury. 

W.  M'G. 
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anMpafeed,  he  did  more  lenrke  to  tke  cause  of  fdigiony  tium  hj 
hw  life  ke  could  have  aooomplished  duruf  maay  jwn  to  eomc 
His  public  execttdoDy  by  fixing  on  tbe  ncararsff  whidi  led  to  it  ^ 
deepest  stamp  of  inf^y,  was  the  mean  of  stoppiag  that  euRent  of 
blood)  which  lor  eight  and  tweoty  years  had  dleli^ed  Seotiand. 
The  emissaries  indrnd  of  the  intolerant  and  blood-thiraty  nders 
who  then  bore  sway,  were  still  as  actire  and  cmei  as  ever,  aad  pre- 
Tf  ins  to  the  reTolution  which  was  n^idly  wproaddng,  had  donbt- 
]ms,  snfficient  scope  for  increasing  the  nnmber  of  ^km  yktims,  and 
addii^  to  the  list  of  thor  crimes.  But  snbseqvent  to  Renwick  we 
read  of  no  firmer  instances  of  capital  conrietion  fbr  noneonfiMv 
mity  in  religion. 

Here  then  seems  to  be  the  proper  point,  at  which  to  conclude 
these  Memoirs  of  the  Worthies.  Not  that  a  complete  Biography 
of  all  who  testified  and  suffered  in  the  caase  of  truth,  previous  to 
this  period,  has  thus  been  given^  but  that  of  these  there  are  here 
presented,  the  Lives  of  the  most  distinguished,  who  previous  to  this 
period  died  or  suffered  deaih.  Besides  these,  indeed,  there  were 
many  who  both  testified  and  suffered,  (though  not  capitally y)  during 
the  preceding  twenty  eight  years,  and  who  both  from  their  station 
and  their  character,  are  well  entitled  to  a  place  in  this  work ;  and 
in  the  previous  editions  of  it  accordii^ly,  memoirs  of  a  few  of  these 
individuals  have  been  given  as  a  sopplement.  These  memoirs,  how- 
ever, it  has  been  thought  proper  to  exclude  from  the  present  one, 
not  only  as  infringing  to  a  certain  degree  upon  the  unity  of  its 
plan,  by  meiging  into  the  history  of  a  period  which  is  quite  indefi- 
nite, but  also,  as  with  the  large  additions  to  the  part  afaready  finish- 
ed, and  with  the  still  larger  additions  which  mi^ht  h^  made  to  these 
Lives,  the  inserting  of  them  would  far  exceed  the  proper  bounds  of 
a  volume. 

The  work  then  thus  condnded,  will  be  found  to  contain  Memoirs 
of  the  most  eminent  reformers  in  Scotland,  from  the  earliest  dawn 
of  the  Reformation  in  the  beginning  of  the  16th  century,  to  the 
commencement  of  the  Revolution  in  1688.  Even  when  thus  limit- 
ed, however,  in  the  period  to  which  it  refers,  and  with  all  the  en- 
largements that  have  been  made  to  it,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that 
any  thing  like  a  complete  or  adequate  view  of  all  the  instances  of 
persecution,  that  have  taken  place  in  Scotland,  has  been  given. 
The  nature  of  the  work,  it  must  be  obvious,  excluded  all  notice  of 
those  of  whom  nothitig  in  the  shape  of  a  biographlcid  account  could 
be  presented,  and  whose  occupation  in  life,  and  place  in  society, 
naturally  exempted  them  from  the  knowledge  of  posterity.  Yet 
still,  with  respect  to  many  of  these  persons,  their  sofierings,  appre- 
hension, and  death,  many  interesting  particulars  have  come  down  to 
us,  both  in  the  records  of  history,  and  in  manuscripts  hitherto  un- 
published. Of  these  particulars  we  have  made  a  sefection,  which 
we  now  present  in  the  following  pages»  as  an  impropriate  Stqtpie* 
ment  to  the  foregoing  Memoirs. 
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Whkk  a  tyrannical  gorernment  has  in  riew  to  oppress  and  aOitt 
m  people,  many  and  yarions  are  the  methods  wh^ch  it  may  adept, 
in  carrying  this  into  eflfect  It  may  perrert  the  form%  «nd  mofikif 
the  officers  of  justice  in  order  to  deprive  them  of  their  property 
and  lives.  It  may  enact  statutes  for  this  purpose,  and  direct  thck 
execution  by  the  nand  of  military  violence.  It  may  refuse  to  them 
what  they  deem  their  birthrk^ht, — ^liberty  of  conscience.  The  nan 
whom  they  have  chosen  as  their  guide  to  etemi^,  may  be  denuded 
of  his  charge,  and  they  may  be  compelled  to  wait  upon  the  instmo- 
tions  of  anothei:,  whom  they  Cannot  but  despise  or  condemn.  For 
Hot  obeying  such  unjust  enactments,  they  may  be  called  before  tho 
Magistrate,  severely  fined,  sent  into  banishment  or  doomed  to  death. 
Or  if  the  number  of  delinquents  be  great,  and  their  delinquencies 
frequent,  a  more  summary  procedure  may  be  had  recourse  to. 
Soldiers  may  be  dispersed  over  the  country,  with  a  commission  to 
investigate,  discover,  and  punish  ihe  alleged  crimes.  They  may 
have  authority  to  in^se  and  exact  fines,  and  even  to  try,  condemn, 
and  punbh  by  death.  In  compliance  with,  or  perhaps  Dy  outgoing 
their  orders,  they  may  enter  the  quiet  abodes  of  the  peasantry,  dis- 
turb their  peace,  consume  their  substance,  or  even  violate  their  pei>> 
•OnsL  Their  oppressions,  we  shall  suppose^  are  resisted,  but  this  has 
only  the  effect  m  rendering  them  more  severe.  At  l^^gth,  goaded  to 
madness,  the  unhappy  people,  perhaps,  betake  themselves  to  arm% 
but  the  failure  of  their  attempt  to  redress  their  wrongs,  only  rivets 
more  firmly  the  chains  which  enthral  them.  They  are  then  proclaimed 
rebels ;  and  prosoiption,  imprisonqient,  exile  or  death,  become  their 
Inevit^le  fiftte.  Thus  then,  it  is  evident,  that  by  the  deprivation  of 
iheir  dearest  rights,  the  extortioi^  of  their  hard-won  earnings,  the  de» 
atmction  of  their,  worldly  substance,  and  their  domestic  hanpiness,  as 
well  as  by  the  various  penalties  and  infiictions  of  law,  subjection  to 
torture,  uie  forfeiture  of  country,  t^e  loss  of  personal  liberty  and 
even  of  life  itself, — may  a  people  be  distressed  by  tyrannical  ndera. 
And  in  all  these  ways,  in  point  of  fiict,  and  indeed  in  almost  every 
way  which  malice  could  invent,  or  cruelty  execute,  were  die  Free* 
byterians  of  Scotland  a^icted  and  abused,  durii^  what  has  beeft 
emphatically  styled  the  suffering  period  of  their  history.  It  is  in 
fact  almost  impossible  to  conceive  and  to  credit,  the  oimressions 
exercised,  and  the  atrodties  committed  during  that  awfiu  period. 
To  give  a  complete  detail  of  them,  is  not  our  purpose^  nor  is  it  in 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


55S  SCOTS  WORTHIES. 

oar  power.  We  shall,  however,  premise  m  few  general  hints,  hefofv 
descending  to  the  particolar  instances,  which  we  haye  it  in  view  to 
relate. 

Preyions  to  the  rinng  which  was  suppressed  at  Pentland,  and 
which,  it  is  wdl  known,  originated  in  no  previons  disaffection 
among  the  people,.bat.mereI]r  from  the  oppressions  to  which  they 
were  expoeed,  it  wonld  appear  that  Sir  James  Tnmer,  had  ma^ 
three  seyeral  inroads  npon  Nithsdale  and  Galloway,  every  time  ex- 
ceeding in  his  conduct  towards  the  people,  the  barbarity  and  vio- 
lence  he  had  previonsly  displayed.  During  these  three  visits,  it 
may  tend  to  give  a  fidnt  idea  of  the  distress,  harassment^  pnvatioDs 
and  losses  wUch  tiiey  endured,  when  it  is  stated,  that  from  twenty- 
three  parishes  in  that  country  he  exacted,  in  fines,  the  extraordinary 
■am  of  £91,600,  Scots  money.  Besides  the  parishes  M-hich  were 
thus  amerced,  there  were  twenty  others,  of  whose  exactions  no  ac- 
count has  been  recorded.  And  it  must  also  be  observed,  that  the 
sum  above  noted,  was  extorted,  after  13 '2  persons,  within  the  same 
bounds,  had  paid  d677,120,  Scots  money,  for  the  same  fault,  of 
not  attending  the  omtites ;  and  that  besides  the  mere  fines,  they 
were  put  to  an  expense  not  much  less,  iu  consequence  of  soldiers 
being  quartered  upon  them,  and  other  impositions.  Here  it  woiild 
be  easy  to  relate  many  cases  of  insult  and  outrage,  the  most  ag^a- 
vated  that  can  wdl  be  conceived,  which  occurred,  in  the  c^iurse  oi 
collecting  these  fines.  We  shall,  however,  confine  ourselves  to  two, 
m(Hre  especially  as  they  occurred  in  families,  who,  for  other  reasons, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  narrative,  are  famous  in  the  history  of  perse- 
Gution. 

The  one  of  these  instances  was  the  family  of  Corsack,  in  the 
parish  of  Parton,  and  the  other  that  of  Kno<xbreck,  in  the  parish 
of  Borgue< 

John  Nblsoin  of  Corsack  tnw  a  most  respectable  country  gen* 
tleman — a  man  of  excellent  parts  and  sincere  piety.  Being  a  pres- 
byterian,  however,  he  was  delated  by  Dalbesh  Uie  curate  of  the 
parish,  to  Sir  James  Turner,  at  his  first  visit  to  Galloway.  Upon 
this,  Turner  amerced  him  in  the  sum  of  £100,  Scots,  which  he 
paid,  on  the  stipulated  condition  that  his  person  should  be  free. 
Contrary,  however,  to  this  understanding,  he  was  immediately  com- 
mitted a  prisoner  to  the  Jail  of  Kirkcudbright.  "When  released 
from  prison,  he  had  a  band  of  soldiers  quartered  upon  him,  and  ei- 
ther disgusted  at  their  destructive  ravages,  or  afraid  of  his  personal 
liberty,  he  seems  to  have  fled  from  his  home,  leaving  his  fiunily  and 
fortune  at  the  mercy  of  the  marauders.  He  was  shortly  after  again 
apprehended,  and  again  incarcerated.  The  soldiers  continued  upon 
his  premises  altogether  for  about  15  weeks.  During  this  time  it  is 
needless  to  say  that  they  consumed  and  wasted  much  of  his  sub- 
stance. But  even  this  was  not  enough.  They  at  last  had  the  iiir 
humanity  to  turn  his  wife  and  fomily  out  of  doors,  possessed  them- 
selves of  his  whole  houses  and  plenishing — compiled  his  tenants  to 
surrender  to  them  of  their  substance  and  cattle,  which,  with  those 
they  had  taken  of  his,  they  drove  away  to  Glasgow  and  sold ! ! 
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It  wwB  little  wonoer,  considering  tliese  cireuiastaneesy  that  Ndson 
uliould  have  joined  the  rising,  which  shortly  after  took  pbMse  in  Iw 
ndghboorfaood.  He  did  join  it  He  nuurched  to  DimiMes,  was 
the  instrument  of  saving  Turner  the  oppres8or*s  MIe,  and  continued 
in  the  ranks  of  the  insurgents,  tUl  he  was  taken  a  prisoner  at  RiiUioii>- 
'  green.  He  was,  thereafter,  conducted  with  his  fellow  prisoners  to 
Edinburgh,  and  his  after  sufferings  afford  matter  for  one  of  the 
blackest  pages  in  the  history  of  persecution.  On  the  4tk  of  Do* 
6anber)u»  was  put  to  the  torture  of  the  boot;*  a  practice  not  used 
in  Scotland  for  forty  ^ears  before.  The  profossed  aim  of  the  com^ 
cU  by  such  inhumanity  was  to  expiscate  a  siqpposed  conspiracy* 
Nelson,  however,  made  no  discovery,  for  the  best  of  all  reasons,  bor 
cause  he  had  none  to  make.  After  this,  he  was  sentenced  to  death, 
and  executed  accordingly.  But  die  crudty  of  his  persecutors  did 
not  stop  here.  It  still  continued  to  pursue  his  fomUy,  with  undi- 
minished violence.  Immediatdy  after  his  death,  whilst  hb  lady 
was  yet  in  Edinburgh,  Maxwell  of  Milton,  with  about  SO  men, 
came  to  Corsack,  took  away  every  thii^  they  could  carry  from  the 
house,  and  most  wantonly  destroyed  the  rest.  A  nurse,  with  a 
socking  child  at  her  breast,  made  part  of  the  fomily,  and  with  the 
rest  of  die  inmates,  was  turned  to  the  fields. 

Sometime  after.  Sir  William  Bannatjrne  took  an  inventory  of  all 
he  conld'find  iqpon  the  estate  seised  tl^  growing  crop,  and  arrest- 
ed the  reuts  in  the  hands  of  the  tenants.  And  to  crown  all,  Mrs. 
Nelson  was  deprived  of  all  her  moveables  by  way  of  fine  for  con- 
verring  with  her  own  son,  who  was  intercommuned  and  outiawed ; 
ai|d  afterwards  amerced  in  £100,  for  oorvesponding  with  him  when 
exiled^ — It  almost  surpasses  credibility,  we  are  apt  to  think,  that 
such  cruelties  and  oppressions  were  practised  in  our  land.  What 
then  must  it  have  been  to  have  borae  them  I 

Tk£  Gordons  or  Knockbbsck,  another  respectaUe  family  in 
the  Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbri^t,  fonn  the  subject  of  a  narrative,  in 
many  respects,  not  less  distressing  than  that  now  given.  There  too, 
the  sddiers  made  good  thw  quarters  for  about  15  wedcs,  till  they 
had  wasted  and  consumed  the  whole  provision  of  the  fomily. 
They  then,  in  the  wantonness  of  malice,  destroyed  the  ftunitnre 
and  disfigured  the  house.  This  they  did,  with  the  view  of  raider- 
ing  it  useless  to  the  owner,  who  was  previously  forced  to  flee,  and 
betake  htnuelf  to  wandering  with  hu  brother  and  their  fomilies. 
After  all  this  evil  done  to  &e  master,  diey,  as  was  usual,  fell  upon 
the  tenants,  i^  in  like  manner  robbed  and  ruined  than.     Two  of 


•  This  was  oo  the  Okine  oocwioii  as  that  alluded  to  in  the  Life  of  M<K^  when 
that  yoathfnl  martyr  endured  the  same  torture.  Corsack,"  says  Wodrowv 
"tcnaghtftirpalnUiateiTiWenianner,  eoastohaveniovedahrtrtofstwia.  The 
Eari  of  Rothes  ealkd  fn^Mntly  tot  -the  other  tench*— thinklns  he  ^  »»* 
f^  enough  [In  his  ConfoerfonJ  and  eommanded  to  drive  the  wedgea  harder. 
Coraack  repUed  [to  this  inhuman  order,]  <  Though  there  is  not  mercy  with 
man,  there  is  mercy  with  God!'  At  which  »ying  Rothes. did  bite  his  lip 
and  laugh,  and  Immediately  did  sentence  him  to  be  hanged  !** 
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tium  they  imnpeltod  to  reiiBfiiULlhdrJ]^^ 
to  born  Uiem  e?er  their  beids 


Of  tfak  fionily  two  of  ^k»  tonf,  yomig  men  of  ipnat 
were  taken  at  the  battle  of  Peatlamd,  aad  shortly  after^ 
and  esEecOted*  They  were  aaongat  tiie  ten  iniividaale,  mlumi,  hleod 
first  elatoed  the  «ca£Md  after  that  OTOiL  Their  case  exeited  maA 
eonuniseimtioii.  it  k  «id  that  when  thrown  ofor  they 
efaiiig  to  eadi  eChery  and  thus  diedy  emfafafliag.  Shoftiy  i 
jMJiiiifihely  erent,  the  whofe  year's  <arop  of  the  estate  w 
what  remained  of  the  honeohehl  fvmttnre^  duposed  ef  or 
ed.  The  family  had  their  ahaitt  in  all  the  afi»r  haraasings  to  which 
the  ooontry  was  exposed.  In  1684,  Captain  Stnhan  with  hia  traop 
again  seiaed  ^len,  and  canied  o£F  the  hoaaeheld  pkninhiiy.  N«zi 
year,  Glenlyony  wkfa  nearly  two  hmdred  Highhnders^  rested  £» 
some  days  on  tiie  premises,  possessed  ihemaelTes  of  aH  the  Tietaal 
they  comd  ind,  kuled  many  of  tho  sheep,  broke  the  windows  of  the 
hoose,  and  took  awar  aH  the  horses,  to  carry  their  apoL  And  at  o 
atfll  later  period,  Gneraan  ci  Lagg,  so  infinnoiii  for  his  cmel^  »• 
peated  the  same  acts  of  pillage,  cairying  off  erssry  thing  t^ay  oodd 
belonging  to  the  hoase,  and  driTingawny  all  the  cattle,  (to  the  naaii* 
ber  of  fifty  sheep)  which  he  and  his  men  ooold  not  oonaamo 

Soch  thita  are  two  most  ■eoMrindde  instaneea  ef  faferi^g,  oanneci- 
ed  with  the  district  where  the  oppressions  ef  govenuaent  wena  first 
feUt,  It  was  not,  howoFer,  to  that  district  merdy  that  the  haib^ 
reus  measnres  of  government  were  at  this  period  directed.  Nor 
were  the  severities  exercised  after  die  defeat  at  Penthmdlea%  either 
in  nmdber  or  amount,  than  those  by  whidi  the  rising  had  been  pr^ 
ceded.  After  cmehy  itself  seemed  to  be  satisfied  with  the  Uood  of 
about  for^  pri$omr$  taken  at  the  battle,  and  contrary  to  the  pro^ 
mise  of  quarter,  put  to  dea^ ;  the  army  was  orderad  to  be  eond^Kt- 
ed  to  the  west  and  south,  by  way  of  ariamg  and  ronfismtiiy  the 
property  of  those  who  were  prisoners,  and  of  discovering  and  pnar 
ishing  tibose  who  had  escaped*  in  die  ezeontian  of  these  esder^  not 
only  were  the  ecenes  of  denraststion  and  pillagn  which  had  led  to  the 
insuirection,  acted  over,  bnt  in  seme  instsaeeSf  the  most  shockJiy 
barbarities  were  committed.  The  soldiehi  were  pranutted,  to  take 
ftee  quarters  wherever  they  pleased-^to  examine  men  by  torture^ 
and  to  compd  women  and  dnldran  by  threatening,  aoomgiag,  ham- 
ing  with  fii^-matohes  and  the  like,  to  betray  their  hnsbends  and 
parents.  And  idien  lbnnd»  they  were  sometiBBes  shot  without  even 
the  form  of  trial !  •Some  rf  the  more  remaritable  of  these  metanoes 
of  cruelty  deserve  to  be  noticed. 

David  Finblat,  a  resident  in  die  parish  of  NewmiUSy  Ayr* 
shire,  and  not  fiir  from  the  village  of  that  name,  seems  to  be  the 
first  who  is  mentioned  as  an  object  of  Dalsiel's  crudty^  who  aoted 
as  the  instrument  of  government,  in'  the  West.  This  person  wna 
brought  before  him,  on  smipicion  of  having  been  in  tho  late  insnr- 
recdon.  When  examined,  he  acknowledged  he  wna  aooidentally  at 
Lanark  when  Colonel  Waflace  and  his  army  came  thither,  bnt  had 
not  joined  them.    Being  asked  fitrther  whom  he  saw  there — ^hia  re- 
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ply.  It  mmM,  did  ■ot  gi?B  tidhftioa»  nd  bawne  Ife  wviA  no^ 
and  indeed  being  there  only  transiently  npon  bnainess,  could  aot 
gm  wa  wcoaBt  of  the  sidi  and  leqwctaUt  Wbigi  who  ven  there, 
the  Qeaaral  mUemces  him  to  die.  He  wm  not,  the  reader  niut  re^ 
nark,  a  soldier  oadier  Dalaiet's  conuaand;  no  witoestet  were  ad^ 
'doced ;  na  council  ef  wav  held,  aad  no  authorised  jadge  had  coa^ 
deamed  faini,  and  y«t  the  poor  man  is  ordered  to  be  tibtot  to  death  imr 
adKalely  I  What  ha  was  xcaioTed  finom  th^  geaeral's  preieaee» 
nahher  he  hhnsdf  osv  the  Heateiiant  in  wheee  onitody  he  was»  app-i 
poeed  tiiat  he  was  ta  earnest.  But  they  Ibnnd  that  the  case  waa 
otterwisa  Fosithre  orders  were  issued  that  the  seatenoa  shoald  be 
eKaoated.  On  this  being  signifed  to  him  he  begged  feat  one  night's 
tinw  to  psqnre  for  etemity*  The  lieirtewant  was  so  affected  by  the 
laqoesty  that  he  rstnmed  to  the  general  and  entreated  that  Findlay 
night  be  spared  till  to-nMorow*  The  answar  which  he  receiyed 
was  chasactefistie  of  the  man  who  gava  it^^ThatM  would  Uack 
kim  to  obe^  [^orders]  witkout  scnqtU.  The  sentence  was  according'* 
ly  ecxecatad  wxthoat  delay.  The  man  was  shot^  strif»>ed  nalcedy  aad 
left  lying  on  the  ^ot.  Mean^idiile  the  sergeant  who  had  a|ypre* 
headed  lam  that  sBovntng,  being  tired  had  gone  to  sleep  for  a  little ; 
and  ^en  ha  awaka  and  waa  ii^onaed  of  what  had  taken  plaoe^  ba 
was  BO  shocked  at  tha  ciimwistaHce  and  felt  sooh  remorse  at  the  part 
he  nafortunat^  had  in  it,  that  be  imiaediately  aidcened— took 
his  bed  and  died  in  a  day  or  two. 

Sknilar  and  indeed  still  more  ahoddng  aad  disgusting  cmelties 
wero  exercised  by  Sir  William  Bannatyne  in  GaUoway.  On  the 
same  pretence  of  seeking  out,  and  punishing  the  insnrgeats  at  Pent* 
land,  he  |Nllaged  the  ooontry,  and  sokjected  the  inhabitants  to  every 
speeiea  of  iiMolt  aad  crudity.  The  foUowiag  is  one  out  €if  several 
jaataaoes  that  might  be  given. 

Davib  M<eiLL«-4n  tha  pariah  of  Di^,  nod  Stewartry  of  Kiric- 
eiMHir%ht,  had  ^  misfortune,  wUh  many  others,  to  be/sugpected  ef 
hafii^  been  at  Pentlaad,  or  of  having  conversed  with  thoao  who 
had  been  there.  A  party  is  tberefote  dispatched  to  f^furehend  him. 
They  foil  in  their  object.  He  dJiguisee  himsdf  in  women's  dothes, 
and  dudes  their  vigiianoe.  Bat  dm/ABA  jvere  the  reprisals  which 
they  took  upon  his  wifo,  alleging  that  she  had  been  accessory  to  her 
haskaad's  escape.  They  seirod  her,  bound  her,  aad  fixed  lighted 
mattkus  between  her  fii^gfers ;  and  in  this  state  left  her  for  several 
hours.  As  might  well  £9  expected,  the  pain  of  sndi  torture  made 
her  ahaost  go  distracted.  Sfe  lost  one  of  h^  hands  altogether ; 
and  ia  a  few  days  after,  the  agony  she  endured  having  affected  her 
▼itals,^  she  fell  a  prey  to  dea^  and  waa  happily  put  beyond  the 
reach  oi  peneooting  craelty. 

These  atrocities,  iiuteed,  were  at  length  suspended.  The  conn- 
eB,  bloody  and  bigotted  as  they  were,  perceived  the  necessity  of 
more  mc^erate  measures.  And  it  is  not  till  the  year  1679>  memo- 
rable for  ^  battle  of  BothweD,  that  any  more  instances  occur 
which  we  think  worthy  of  being  commemorated.    Shortly  previous 
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to  that  «vieiitr  tlMte  n  qub  tudi  inittnfws  wlndi  matt  not  Im  ] 
over* 

Akdksw  Attom,  Younger  of  Inclidimej,*  in  Fife,  was  a  gea- 
tleman  of  exodlent  character  and  goeat  piety.  He  was  edncated  at 
St.  Andrewi'  Umvernty,  and  dming  his  contanance  tbare  was 
marked  for  his  seal  and  fenrooc  in  derotion.  Upon  leaTiag 
ity  he,  as  might  be  expected  from  a  person  of  his  smoiwcw, 
was  mush  concerned  to  have  presbytenaa  ministers  broogfat  to  ¥i£B, 
and  the  gospel  preached  to  those  m^  could  not  hear  die  E^iiscc^ 
eorates.  When  little  more  than  seventeen  years  ai  age  he  was  i»' 
tovommnned,  forced  to  quit  his  £Bther*s  house^  and  to  betake 
himsdf  to  some  relatiyes  in  the  shire  of  Murray.  While  there  a 
Mr.  DenooUf  in  whom  he  was  interested,  was  sent  a  prisoner  from 
the  North.  Inchdamey,  on  this  occasicm,  followed  the  party  at 
some  distance,  till  they  arrived  at  Dundee.  He  then  came  over  to 
Ilfe^  collected  a  few  of  his  acquaintances,  and  rescoed  the  good 
man.  From  tins  time  he  continued  Inddng  about  hb  frdber's 
house,  till  the  Sd  of  May  1679,  the  second  day  after  the  assassinsrioa 
of  Archbishop  Sharps.  On  this  day  (ignorant  of  that  event,  and 
the  keen  ■  pursuit  to  which  it  gave  rise,)  he  set  out  to  visit  an  anat 
at  some  distance.  When  near  the  village  of  Auditermuohty,  he 
saw  a  party  of  horse  at  some  distance  riding  furiously  towards 
Cowpar.  Upon  this  he  rode  a  little  harder,,  in  order  to  escape^ 
which  one  of  them  perceiving,  broke  off  frY)m  the  rest  by  order  of  the 
commander,  and  commg  up,  first  wounded  his  horse,  and  then  him- 
self, by  shbotHig  two  balls  through  his  body.  This  he  did  withdat 
ever  asldnr  him  a  question,  or  requiring  him  to  surrender  I  He 
then  rode  back,  joined  his  party,  and  went  with  them  to  Oowpar. 
Inchdamey  was  scarcely  aUe  to  sit  npon  his  horse  tiU  he  came  to 
the  next  house.  On  arriving  there,  however,  he  got  the  beneit  of 
a  bed,  and  sent  for  his  relation,  Sir  John  Ayton  of  that  ilk,  whose 
house  was  near.  Sir  John  having  come,  immediately  despatdied  a 
servant  to  Cowpar  for  a  surgeon.  But  the  party  had  givm  oodefs 
that  no  suigeon  should  leave  the  town  without  their  allowance.  On 
being  applied  to  for  this  permission,  they  immediately  commtssioned 
some  of  their  number  tq  conduct  Inchdamey  to  town.  On  coming 
for  this  purpose  to  the  house  where  he  lay,  Sir  John,  in  strong  tenii% 
represented  to  them  the  cruelty  of  thus  obliging  a  dying  man  to 
travel  a  distance  of  three  miles,  and  offered  to  bail  him.  But  no- 
thing could  prevail  upon  them  to  desist.  He  was  instantly  hurried 
away  on  one  of  their  horses,  and  frinted  four  times  during  the  jour- 
ney,  through  loss  of  blood.  The  magistrates  of  Cowpar  allowed 
him,  as  a  fiivour,  to  be  taken  to  an  inn  instead  of  the  prison,  and 
there  he  died  next  day,  about  twelve  o'clock.  His  last  moments 
were  peaceAil  and  serene ;  and  were  rendered  the  more  comfortable 
by  the  company  of  his  parents,  who  were  sent  for.     It  turned  ooi 
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that  the  sddier  who  killed  him  was  a  relation  of  his  own,  and  ho 
came  to  him,  professing  much  sorrow,  and  begg^g  his  fbrgiTeness^ 
which  he  freely  gave.  But,  notvrithstanding  this,  the  man  died  in 
168%  it  is  said,  ander  great  terror  and  anxiety  of  mind,  on  account 
of  the  rash  and  illegal  part  he  had  acted. 

This  melancholy  accident  took  place  about  three  weeks  prior  to 
die  defeat  at  Bothwell — ^the  most  important  event,  undoubtedly, 
l^th  in  its  aspect  and  consequences,  which  occurs  during  the  whole 
of  the  sulRering  period ;  and  an  event,  which  as  it  was  preceded 
and  urged  on  by  the  barbarities  perpetrated  by  the  Highland  host, 
and  the  severe  enactments  against  conventides,  was  also  the  cause 
and  the  origin  of  a  series  of  cruelties,  the  most  shocking,  perhaps, 
that  have  ever  stained  the  annals  of  a  country  under  the  govern- 
ment of  law.  Not  to  mention  the  useless  and  extensive  carnage 
which  ensued  after  the  battle,  the  wanton  and  barbarous  murder  of 
'  some  who  were  not  in  arms,  and  the  public  execution  of  many  of 
the  prisoners,  with  whose  blood  the  scaffold  was,  for  a  time,  litenilly 
deluged,  and  against  some  of  whom  no  proper  case  could  be  made 
out,  the  treatment  of  all  of  them  who  were  taken  on  that  occasion, 
both  on  their  way  to  Edinburgh,  and  during  their  confinement  in 
It,  but  above  all,  the  tragical  and  wilfbl  death  of  upwards  of  two 
hundred  of  them,  by  the  cruelty  of  the  sailors,  upon  the  shipwreck 
of  the  vessel  in  which  they  were  transported,  forms  the  subject  of 
one  of  the  most  heart-rending  narratives  which  the  pen  of  history 
has  ever  recorded. 

Bat  besides  these,(the  immediate  consequences  of  this  event,)  the 
rising  at  Bothwell  continued  to  be  the  cause  of  suffering  to  the  per- 
secuted Presbyterians  for  many  years  to  come.  AU  those  who 
either  had  been  engaged  in  it,  or  who  conversed  with  those  who  had, 
or  who  even  avowed  and  justified  the  principles  on  which  they  pro- 
ceeded to  take  arms,  "Were  reckoned  worthy  of  death.  Many  on 
these  grounds  were  sisted  before  the  justiciary,  condemned  and 
executed ;  and  after  a  few  years  when  the  more  summary  method  of 
shooting  in  the  fields  was  adopted  in  preference  to  a  formal  trial, 
many  more  on  the  mere  suspicion  of  such  charges  were  suddenly 
put  to  death. 

The  foUowing  pages  will  be  found  to  contain  notices  of  both  of 
these  descriptions  of  sufferers. 

Arthur  Inglis,  a  pious  sober  honest  man,  was  a  farmer  in  the 
J^ether-town  of  Cambusnethan.  He  had  not  been  at  Bothwell ;  but  on 
Monday  the  23d  of  June,  1679,  the  day  after  the  engagement,  whilst 
looking  after  his  cattle  which  were  grazing  on  a  field,  he  sat  himself 
down  on  a  fur,  and  was  reading  his  Bible,  when  he  was  unfortunately 
seen  by  some  soldiers  passing  on  the  high  way.  They  immediately 
concluded  him  io  be  a  Whig,  and  one  of  them  ^charged  his  piece 
at  him,  but  without  effect.  The  good  man,  conscious  of  no  guilt, 
and  probably  not  perceiving  that  the  shot  was  directed  to  him,  only 
looked  about  at  them,  and  did  not  offer  to  move.  The  soldiers  igi- 
mediately  came  ap  to  him,  and  without  even  asking  a  single  ques- 
tion at  him,  struck  him  on  the  head  with  their  swords,  and  killed 
him  on  the  spot. 
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Here,  it  b  n|;1tt  to  bUenre,  haweter,  llttt  mdi  nuMws  ii  this 
inere  net  anthoriaed  by  btr  tiU  MnM  yaara  «A8r»  but  itt«  linft  «r 
lachdarney,  it  indicates  the  swfoi  de|;i«e  of  lioeate  wttdi  ifBi  likea 
bj  t)ie  foWeny  when  aoting  u  the  aerntfiti  of  apenecirtu^ 
inent. 

James  Boig,  loiteefiy  men^ned  in  Ae  life  of  OMf;S,«  as  Aat 
gpood  man's  coniMaiion  in  daager  and  in  soflfeiiBg,  was  the  acm  of  a 
respectable  nusraant  is  Edinbwfh,  and  a  stndent  of  thieok|;j.  He 
teems  to  hare  been  a  yonng^  man  of  great  piety  and  wortk  In  the 
year  1681,  he  was,  tncon^iany  with  Measrk  Caigill  and  Santh,  ap- 
mehended  and  carried  to  Efflnhoi^  As  nsoai,  his  ciiainiiisiiun 
More  the  Coondl,  formed  tlie  ground  work  of  his  indictaieoi.  He 
was  diarged  with  diwiwnin^  the  king's  anthority,  nulmr^iimg  ^jt^^ 
kwfidness  of  tensing  at  BothweUy  andaaknowkdging  theSia^^dMr 
declaration.  And  for  holding  these  opiniensy  he  was,  witk  his  two 
friends,  oondenmed  to  the  sasffoML  The  day  before  his  death,  he 
wrote  a  rery  isterestmg  letter  to  Ids  brother,  wlndi  is  praecrted  by 
Wodrow.  Ho  was  tte  last  of  the  three  that  saffomi  ;  but  like 
Mr.  Smith,  who  ascended  the  laddor  before  him,  he  died  with  mush 
assnrance,  oomfcvt  and  joy,  on  the  20th  of  July,  168L 

James  Stuart,  was  one  of  four  individaals  formeiiy  me»- 
tioned,  as  having  suffered  along  with  Robert  Gamock  rf  and  as  hie 
case  is  somewhi^  remarkable^  tani  fn^sents  an  awful  insfanf  of  ty- 
rumy  and  injustice,  it  may  not  be  knpropar  briefly  to  gere  it.  He 
was  a  young  man  (might  almost  haye  been  tmaed  a  boy  ior  his 
years)  of  good  and  serious  dispositions,  and  ao  for  as  appears,  £rom 
any  thing  brought  against  him,  had  new  been  duageaUe  with  any 
offence  against  the  laws  which  were  even  then  in  foree.  He  had 
come,  it  appears,  from  the  west  country  where  ha  Tended,  to  see  a 
rdation,  then  a  prisoner  in  Edinbni^  This  person,  by  aome 
means  or  other,  effected  his  escape,  whilst  he  was  in  the  room, 
upon  which  he  was  immediately  brought  before  the  ConnciL 
€ome  ensnaring  questions  were  forthwith  pnt  to  him.  The  most 
shocking  threats  were  employed  to  make  him  answer.  Upon  his 
answers  an  indictment  was  rais^  and  sentence  of  deislh  passed 
upon  him ;  and  with  theother  four,  he  was  exeonted  at  the  Cbdlow- 
Lee,  near  Edinburgh^  on  the  10th  of  October,  1681. 

James  Robertson  was  a  merchant  in  Stonehouse,  Lanaikdiire. 
In  October  1682,  being  on  business  in  Kilmamodc,  he  went  to  see 
an  acquaintance,  then  a  prisoner.  When  with  him,  he  was  withovt 
the  least  offence  or  provocation,  seiied,  carried  to  the  guard  honse^ 
•and  confined.  Being  brou^t  before  Mx^  White,  and  refusing 
the  inquisitorial  oath,^  which  was  then  usually  administered,  he  was 
barbarously  used,  remanded  to  prison,  and  in  about  ten  dap  aentte 
Bdinbmgh  under  a  guard.  At  Linlitbgow,  declining  to  drink  the 
King's  healUi,  the  soldiers  renewed  their  cruelty  towards  him,  snd 
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liiirliqftiiBd.fck]iMdaiidleeltd|l«dm»le^  liim  lyiag  oa  the  eoU 
grouiidyfiUiiifbL  la  the  mondng  Ihey  ftotened  hit  ftet  with  eordt 
jod/trrnhMms  beUy»  and  in  that  poetiire  broi^ht  him  (o  Edinkoigh. 
Here  ka  had  maay  engnaring  qnestione  put  to  him  hj  the  eommift* 
tae,  iif  order  te  elieit  erideaee  against  him.  He  aaewered  with 
gnat  caation  and  prapriety..  Bnt  yet  an  indiet«i«it  was  dra^i^ 
ehaigng  Urn  with  holding  it  as  hia  oplnian  that  the  insaigentt  at 
Fendaad  and  Bathwall  ware  not  guilty  of  rebellieny  and  for  tluLb 
and  other  wnOar  matttfe  of  opinion^  he  was  condemned  aad  az»- 
eated  with  two  other  persons^  equally  innooeBt»  on  the  15th  of 
Dea  following^ — ^When  he  h^gui  to  speak  on  the  scaffold^  ha  was 
immediately  intermptad  by  the  ruffling  of  dromti  aad  oa  his  cam- 
plaining  of  thi%  Ae  Town  Maior  stnidL  him  with  his  ean6  in  the 
aMst  harbanras  maimer.  This  abominabla  nideaess  to  a  dying  men, 
and  his  patience  and  compoeare  uadar  it»  wtas  the  occasi«m  of  deep 
aanriction  ci  the  otiI  of  perseoatioiii  and  of  serious  iu^resoons  on 
the  sabject  of  rdigian  in  genaraL 

ALEXAN^an  Hume  of  Hmae^  a  geatlemaii  of  greet  respeetabilitT 
and  worth  in  Roxb«r|^isfaire,  aA>rds  another  lamentable  mstaaee  of 
the  ii^nstiee  and  rigour  af  the  tiams*  The  most  that  could  be 
BMde  oirt  ogAinst  him,  was  his  baviag  held  converse  with  some  of 
the  party,*who»  in  the  year  1679  had  takmi  ^  castle  of  Hawick. 
Ob  this  slender  grannd  he  was  ai^urebended,  and  after  beiag  serere- 
ly  womided,  was  taken  to^£dinburgh*<— Here  he  was  indicted  f^nt, 
Oil  the  16th  of  December.  Bat  so  utteriy  groundless  were  the 
ehargas  against  lum,  that  the  Lards  fek  obliged  to  desert  the  Diet. 
Ha  was  mm  required  to  take  tbe  test  in  order  to  his  being  liberate 
od.  Bnt  relnsing  this,  he  was  remanded  to  prison,  and  in  fire  ds^ 
thereafter,  was  again  indicted.  Still  there  was  no  legal  proof  of  the 
chaigea  brought  against  him.  But  yet  the  Assine  pronounced  him 
gnflty  of  the  alleged  crimes.-  He  was  aocordin|^y  sentenced  to  be 
axecntod  on  the  29th  day  of  Deconber,  1682.  Upon  this,  he  ew- 
neatly  entrealed  to  be  spared,  tUl  his  case  m%ht  be  laid  before  his 
Majesty.  But  this  was  peremptorily  denied.  Notwithstanding 
this,  it  is  said,  that  interest  haying  prcTioasly  been  made  for  him,  at 
Gomty  a  Readasion  was  actually  sent  down  to  Edinbmgh  some  days 
before  his  execution,  and  received^  but  kept  up  by  the  Earl  of 
Perth.  And  that  upon  the  fatal  day,  Mrs.  Hume  came  to  the  LmiAj 
of  that  nobleman,  beggmg  her  to  interpose  for  her  husband's  life, 
and  uiging  her  suit  by  the  coasidosation  that  she  had  five  young 
eUUreo,  but  that  ^  answer  returned  was  not  only  jmfeding,  but 
ao  inhamane  as  not  to  bear  beii^  put  upon  record.  There  was 
therefore  no  mercy  for  this  exceUeat  man.  The  aentence  was  forth- 
with exeonted  in  idl  its  rigour.  His  last  n»eedi  is  to  be  fbuad  in 
Wodnwv  aad  is  characterised  by  him  as  bveathii^  the  spirit  and 
aipimsiag  the  sratiments  of  the  osoat  distii^^hed  of  our  Martyrs. 
Ho  conlnded  his  life  by  smging  the  last  verse  of  the  17th  Psafan. 
He  engaged  in  this  exercise  immediatdy  before  being  turned  orer, 
as  a  prelude  to  that  ceasdess  song  of  praise,  on  which  he  was  about 
to  enter  in  a  better  worid.    His  estate  was  forfeited,  his  wife  and 
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chiklreii  eacposed  to  great  hardikipt ;  bat  the  Lord  euried 
tkiMgli,  tUl  a*  die  RertAo^Mm  they  regaiaad  tli^  property. 

John  Nisbxt  the  Younger,  »  natiTe  of  London  psridi,  in  Ayr- 
•hira^  ao  oaUed  to  diatkigniah  him  from  Hardhiil,  was  in  tim  year 
168S  iqyprehended  by  Mi^or  White,  and,  in  oonaeqnenoe  of  m  cont- 
adMion  preriooaly  granted,  was  abo  examined,  tried,  and  condemn* 
ad  by  him.  He  informa  na  in  hb  laat  speech,  that  the  groonds  of 
bb  indictment  were,  his  owning  the  lawfohness  of  the  rising  at 
BothwdL  His  rejecting  the  corates.  His  hearmg  Mr.  Cargill,  and 
his  refosing  to  pray  for  the  King^s  person  and  igovemment  He 
was  sentenced  to  l!e  hanged  at  Kilmarnock  on  the  14th  of  AprH. 
He  behaved  widi  great  gravity  and  conrage  ait  the  place  of  eoceen- 
tion.  After  praying,  he  sang  the  fifth  and  following  verses  of  tiie 
16th  Fnlm,  lead  the  8th  chapter  of  the  J^nstle  to  the  Romns,  and 
prayed  again.  After  this,  iie  addressed  the  people,  preang  npon 
them  the  necessity  of  godliness,  and  reoonmienttng  r^igion,  mm 
his  own  experience.  He  then  commeiMW  his  sonl  too  htt  FadnrV 
hands,  and  entered  npon  a  peaoslul  and  glorions  eternity. 

John  Wilsok,  Writer  in  Lanark,  was  a  person  of  great  inte^' 
grity  and  worth,  with  a  very  censiderable  share  of  talent  and  learn- 
ing. Having  held  a  commissbn  in  the  Presbyterian  amy  at  the 
battle  of  Bothwell,  he  was^  vrith  many  othens  shortly  after,  con- 
demned, thoitf^  abaent,  to  snffer  death,  as  soon  as  he  ahonkl  be  »- 
prehended.  How,  and  on  vdiat  day  he  was  ti&en,  cannot  now  be 
ascertained.  On  the  17th  of  April,  168S,  however,  he  was  bronght 
before  a  Omimittee  of  the  Oonndl,  and  examined,  ^fisphmng*  by  his 
answttv,  great  acuteness,  and  stuength  of  argnmeat;  and  justifying 
himsdf  by  principles,  and  reasonst  which  they  ^mseWes  were  con- 
strained to  admit.  Notwithstanding  hkaUe  defence,  ke  was  dhoftly 
after,  sisted  before  the  Jnstidary,  who,  without  gobg  into  new 
proo(  merely  recurred  to  the  sentence  formeriy  paand  against  him, 
and  appointed  a  day  for  its  execution.  Preyions  to  the  reMdSmg  of 
that  sentence,  he  was  strongly  vrgeA  to  receive  the  test,  but  irmly 
refosed.  Alter  thii  also,  much  influence  was  emfdoyed  to  inAiee 
him  to  submit*  He  was  mved  to  af^ly  for  his  life,  and  did  so;  biA 
still  adhering  to  his  principtos,  he  was  after  some  dehqr»  exeented 
on  the  16th  of  May,  leaviag  a  testimony  behind  him  in  foveor  of 
the  cause  for  wtudi  he  suffered. 

John  Whabrt, AND  Jambs  Smith,  are  the  namea  of  two  faidi-' 
viduala,  who  in  the  year  1683,  suffered  death  together,  and  that  mtn 
der  a  sentence  the  most  arbitrary  and  crael,  wkush  it  is  almost  pes* 
sible  to  conceive.  Their  case  was  as  followa.^ — ^In  the  beginning  el 
June,  that  year,a  fow  days  before  their  execution,  a  party  of  aaldieni 
having  seised  a  countryman  who  had  been ontlavred,  were  causing 
him  to  Edinburgh,  when  they  wete  attaeked  by  some^his  fiEkadsia 
aims,  near  Inchbdly  bridge,  and  deprived  of  tiwrTictini..  Inthersn^ 
contra,  some  wero  woun£d  on  bodi  sidesi  and  one  of  the  anldiamwss 
killed.  But  after  the  country  peoide  retired,  the  soldiers  fanvingral- 
lied,  began  a  strict  search  through  the  adjoining  fields  ;  and  having 
found  Wharf  y  an  J  Smith  sitting  in  a  wood,  alleged,  that  they,  though 
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without  annSy  belonged  Co  ike  parly,  end  hvooglit  dMn  prisoners  lo 
GUm^w.  Here  diey  were  sisted  belbre  the  Circuit,  and  woader- 
foLto  tell,  tiie  Court,  without  there  being  any  witnesses  adduced, 
sustained  it  as  suffi^j|nit  evidenee  of  tl^ir  guilt,  that  they  were 
found  so  near  the  place  whera  the  sokier  wa^  lolled.  Such  was  the 
justice  that  obtained  in  that  awful  period  I  '  They  were  accordingly 
sentenced  to  have  their  hands  cut  off,  to  be  then  hanged,  and  thehr 
bodies  ailerwards  carried  to  Inchbelly  bridge,  and  hung  in  chains. 
To  this  dreadAil  sentence,  they  submkted  with  much  courage  and 
composure.  And  both  from  the  manner  in  wideh  they  behaved, 
and  frmn  the  letters  they  left  behind  them,  they  seem  to  have  been 
serious,  sensible  Christians. 

John  Bichmokd,  who  was  executed  at  Gks^w,  in  the  year 
1684,  affords  ancVher  instance  of  the  murderous  injustice  which  di»- 
racterized  the  legal  proceedings  of  those  nnht^py  times.  He  was 
seized  in  Glasgow,  when  quietly  walking  along  the  stieet,  and  upon 
his  having  endeavoured  to  escape,  he  was  pursued,  overtaken,  and 
most  cruelly  treated,  though,  as  yet,  they  knew  not  who  he  was. 
He  was  carried  to  the  guard,  his  head  and  feet  bound  togedier,  and 
left  for  some  hours  lying  upon  the  ground  bleeding  of  his  wounds 
and  bruizes.  Next  day  he  was  put  into  the  prison,  where  he  con- 
tfiiued,  till,  with  other  four,  he  was  served  wiuan  indictment.  On 
the  17th  of  March,  they  were  brought  before  the  Commisrion,  but 
nothing  was  proved  which  ou§^  to  have,  militated  against  them. 
jQue  witness  indeed  dqponed  that'  he  saw  Richmond  at  Airsmoss, 
but  on  being. asked  how&r  distant  he  was  from  him,  he  answered, 
about  half  a  mile  ;  yet  this,  contrary  to  common  sense,  was  sustom^ 
ed  in  evidence,  and  was  the  onlv  proof  against  him.  He  was,  never- 
theless, condemned,  and  with  tne  others,  suffered  death.  His  body 
r^eses  amoiig  those  of  other  suffiBrers^  in  the  High  Church  Yard, 
Glasgow. 

James  Nisbet,  was  oiT  the  same  fiimily,  we  believe,  with  the  per- 
son f<»merly  mentioned,  as  havii^  suffered  death,  and  belonged  to 
the  same  part  of  the  country.  Bmng  related  to  one  of  the  four, 
"who  at  Gusgow,  were  executed  along  with  John  Richmond,  he  was 
there  attendmg  their  funeral,  when  he  was  i^prehended  by  a  cousin 
of  his  own,*  who  knew  him  to  be  a  covenanter.  His  tnal  is  not 
recorded,  but  it  seems  to  have  taken  place  before  the  Commission- 
ers of  Justiciary,  by  which  the  former  five  were  condemned.  He  was 
'  executed  in  the  month  of  June,  1684,  at  the  Howiffate«  head,  near 
Glasgow*  After  sentence^  he  was  offered  his  lif<^  \i  he  iPould  ac- 
knowledge the  King^s  Headdiip  and  Supremacy  over,  the  Churdi, 
which  tiMy  well  knew  he  would  not  do.  He  left  a  testimony  be- 
hind him;  in  behalf  of  the  sentiments  irhkh  he  owned,  and  died  in 
much  pease  and  assurance. 

It  was  not  tiU  the  month  of  November,  1684,  that  the  barbarous 
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eaftolmeiit)  ao  loiig  prwrfeflUated,  wm  ^tormined  oa».wUflk  onipov- 
«red  the  soldleni  ro  saaroh  aut,  and  put  to  deatk  suspected  pcwaii 
OD  their  refugiDg  to  aniwer  questioiis  or  take  the  oath,  without.evm 
the  form  of  a  trial  by  Jury.     This,  they  had  already  done,  ia  «  £ev 

« iastancet,  t/nth  impimUy  ;  but  now  they  were  kuthoiized  1^  an  act 

•  of  the  goremment.  With  a  few  of  ^  many  instances  in  whioh 
they  exercised  this  most  dangerous  license,  we  shall  condnde  these 
supplementary  notioes. 

Dani£L  M'Michabl,  «  plain,  sensible  ooualarymany  in  the  parish 

.of  Mertown,  Nlthsdale,  was   with  some  others   sorpaised  while 

.  asleep  in  a  ihiel  or  outhouse,  by  a  party  under  the  coaunand  tff 
Captain  Dalziel,  and   Lieutenant  Swantoun.     The  oUmtb,  it  if- 

'  pears,  made.ihcdr  escape  ;  but  Danid,  who  was  sickly  at  tbe  time^ 
€(^d  not  nm.  The  soldiers,  after  wounding  him,  carried  lam  to 
tlieir  head  quarters  in  Druisdeer.  Here  many  questioDa  woe  pot  to 
him  iwhich  he  declined^  and  niany  chaiges  broo^it  against  him 
which  he  denied.  At  leagtii,  he  was  told,  that  uidiess  he  preseady 
owned  the  then  government  in  Church  and  State,  and  took  the 
4iatb,  he  mast  prepare  for  death.  To  this  he  re{^ied,  ^'  That  is 
what,  ia  all  things,  I  cannot  do  ;  but  very  cheerfully  I  sidHBit  to  the 
Lord's  disposal,  as  to  my  life.*'  Upon  this,  the  officer  n^'oiaed, 
^<  Do  you  not  know  your  li£e  is  in  my ,  hand?*'  To  which  he  aa- 
awered,  <<  No,  Sir,  I  know  my  life  ia  in  thp,Lord*s  hand,  and  if  he 

.4ee  good,  he  can  make  you  the  instmment  to  take  it  away.**     Amd 

,  heing  then  ordered  to  pr^Mure  for  death  on  Xbd  day  ioUowuigf  he 
said,  '<  If  my  life  most  ga&r  his  cauae,  I  am  willii^;  my  God  w31 

'  pr^are  me." 

During  the  night,  he  enjoyed  much  sweet  oomnmnion  with  God. 
On  the  monrow,  January  31st,  he  was  brought  out  into  a  ^ekd,  at  a 
plaoe  called  Dalreen,  in  the  parish  of  Druisdeer ;  and  after  pngriag 
in  a  manner  which  astonished  the  bystanders,  he  sang  part  ai  the 
42d  PsaL  and  read  the  16th  chapter  of  John's  Gospel.  Alter  the 
napkin  was  put  around  his  head,  he  said,  '^  Iiord,  thou  hast  brought 
thy  serrant  hither,  to  witness  f(Hr  thy  caosSa;  into  thy  hands  I  oona- 
mit  my  spirit,  and  hope  to  pndse  thee  through  aU  et^nity.''  He 
then  gave  the  signal  to  the  four  soldiers,  who  had  been  appointed 

.  for  that  purpose,  and  they  sho^  him  dead ;  not,  howevecv  with— t 
feeling  strcmg  oonTictions  of  gnolt  for  the  part  which  they  acted  in 
this  affair. 

William  Hsrov,  of  the  pariah  of  Glencaim,  together  with  these 
men  b^ngmg  to  Galloway,  was  .taken*  and  shot  on  the  19th  e£ 

.  Febr.  1685.  There  were  other  two  of  thar  party,  who  were 
spared  till  next  day,  when'tbey  were  hanged  upon  a  tree.  Tiiey 
had  all  six  been  at  a  conkinnniont  which  was  held  in  %  nee  lad 
ed  part  of  the  parish  of  Irongray,  and  administered  apoa  a 
large  flat  stone,  which  remains  to  this  day.  0fi«n,  'A  is 
said,  had  this  stone  been  used  for  this  hallowed  purpose.  And 
though  the  persecutors,  aware  of  this,  had  frequently  attempt- 
ed  to  surprise  the  comitiunicants  in  the  midst  of  their  deTotions^ 
jmd  mingle  their  blood  with  their  sacrifice^  they  had  i^thertotuled. 
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tfoif  at  iafti,  however,  thej  did  suoo^  TV^limea  had  been  sta- 
tioned en  the  neighbonrinfl^  heights  to  bespeak  their  approach*  But 
A  doAd  of  mist  concealed  them  from  their  view,  till  they  were 
ahnost  snrrounding  the  peeting.  It  was  immediately  broKeir  up, 
some  fled  towards  the  banks  of  the  Cairn,  and  others  towards  the 
moor  of  Lochen-*Kit,  in  the  parish  of  Vir.  Here  the  six  were 
taken  whose  fate  has1>een  described.  A  simple  stone  on  this  deso- 
late heath,  yet  marks  the  plaoe  where  four  of  them  felli  under  the 
lumd  of  their  murderers. 

JoHK  Bell  of  Whiteside  in  Kirkcudbright, — he  was  the  son  of 
a  lady,  who  after  his  &ther*s  death  was  married  to  the  Viscount 
Kehmuir.  He  was  a  singalarly  pious  and  sensible  man  ;  and  hav- 
ing been  in  the  rising  at  Bothweu,  had  since  that  event,  endured 
much  persecution.  Immediately  after  it  his  house  was  rifled,  and 
their  norses  with  all  the  funiiture  which  the  party  could  dis- 
pose of,  carried  away.  Again  in  1681,  Claverhbuse  with  his 
dragoons  came  to  his  dwelling,  and  after  eatbg  up  all  the  prG^ 
vision  they  could  find,  they  destroyed  the  house  and  every  thing 
about  it,  in  the  most  wanton  manner,  seized  and  carried  off  his 
^hele  Bve-stock,  and  gifted  away  his  crop  to  the  curate  of  the 
parish.  And  besides'  these,  mimy  were  the  hardshipis  he  endured, 
and  the  dangers  he  encountered,  in  his  various  wanderings,  during 
the  four  following  years.  At  last  in  tbe  month  oi  Bebruary  168^ 
he  was  surprised,  with  four  others,  on  Barkonnel  hiQ  in  the  paridh 
of  Tonffland,  by  a  party  under  the  command  of  Grierson  of  Lagg. 
As  might  be  expected  m>m  the  character  of  that  ruffian,  they  were 
instantly  put  to  death.  Mr.  Bell,  whom  Grierson  knew,  earnestly 
intreated  but  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  prepare  for  ete|*nity,  but  this 
was  refbsed.  The  reply  was,  <<  What  the  Devil  have  you  not  had 
time  enough  to  prepare  since  BothweU  ?"  He  was  therefore  in- 
Mantly  shot  with  the  rest,  and  so  far  did  this  persecuting  ren^^ad^ 
push  ms  revenge,  that  he  even  denied  interment  to  their  lifeless 
oust! 

Shortly  after  this,  Eenmuir  happening  to  meet  L^^  with  da- 
verhouse  in  Kirkcudbright,  called  him  to  account  for  his  cruelty,  to 
Mr.  BeU,  and  more  especially  for  the  inhumaDity  of  refiising  buriai 
to  his  remabs.  Grierson  answered  with  an  oath,  **  Take  him  if 
yon  win,  and  salt  him  in  your  beef  barreL"  The  insulted  noble- 
man immediately  dre^w  his  sword,  and  must  have  run  him  through 
the  body,  had  liot  Claverhouse  interposed.  And  purely  such  a 
death  had  been  too  honourable  for  such  a  viOaio. 

John  Gibson  of  Ingliston,  with  other  four  persons  in  the  parish 
of  Glencwm,  was  shot  iipon  the  29th  of  April  1685,  Under  cir- 
cnmstatices  which  deserve  to  be  noticed.  A  base  profligate  infor- 
mer, of  the  name  of  Watson,  by  pretending  to  be  a  si^erer,  and 
going  occasionaDy  amongst  the  wanderers  uifer  this  assumed  cha- 
racter, had  gained  a  knowledge  of  many  of  their  lurking  places, 
and  amongst  others,  a  cave  on  the  ^unds  of  Ingliston,  whidi  had 
frequently  given  shelter  to  not  a  few.  Accordingly  under  his:  gciid- 
anoe,  Colonel  James  Dof^las^  and  Lieutenant'  Livingstone,  havinj^ 
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on  the  da^  apedftod  made  their  way  to  Ma  oare,  mtrpiheA  in  k, 
Xxibson  and  his  five  friends.  On  first  coming  up,  the  soldiers  shot 
into  the  cave,  and  wounded  one  of  the  inmates.  They  then  rushed 
in  and  seized  them,  and  without  any  questions  asked,  or  offen 
made,  without  any  charge  against  them  but  that  of  hiding  from 
their  persecutors,  they  were  immediately  condemned  to  die.  Time 
was  with  difficulty  allowed  to  pray  before  death;  to  Gibson,  how- 
ever, who  was  first  executed,  it  was  allowed.  And  after  praying 
to  the  admiration  and  conviction  of  the  soldiers  themselves,  he  sang 
part  of  the  17th  Psahn,  read  the  16th  chapter  of  John,  and  having 
prayed  again,  was  shot  dead.  A  little  before  this,  his  sister  by  the 
compassion  of  some  of  the  soldiers  being  allowed  to  converse  with 
him,  he  encouraged  her  greatly,  telling  her,  that  this  was  the  most 
joyftil  day  he  ever  had  in  this  world.  His  mother  also  having  got 
near  him,  he  charged  her  not  to  g^ve  way  to  grief  on  his  account, 
but  to  bless  the  Lord  who  had  made  him  both  wilting  and  rcaidy  ta 
suffer  for  his  cause. — The  others  were  despatched  all  at  once,  and 
died  also  with  much  peace  and  consolation. 

JbUN  Sbatple  was  a  quiet  inoffensive  man,  who  lived  at  Elding- 
town  in  the  parish  of  Dailly,  Ayrshire.  He  was  married,  and  had 
a  family  of  three  or  four  children.  He  had  never  carried  arms, 
nor  g^ven  any  disturbance  to  the  government,  but  from  a  principle 
t>f  conscience  he  could  not  attend  the  ministrations  of  the  l^iscopal 
xurate  ;  and  beiog  of  a  compassionate  and  hospitable  temper,  he 
-sometimes  harboui'ed  the  poor  people  who  were  pursued  tor  tfieir 
lives.  Being,  for  these  reasons,  informed  against  as  a  disa£^9cted 
person,  the  commander  of  Blanquhan  garrison,  one  evening  in 
April,  1686,  despatched  a  party  to  apprehend  him.  They  arrived 
at  Eildingtown  about  midnight  and  surrounded  lus  house*  Hearing 
the  sound  of  their  feet  as  they  approached,  he  immediately  conjec- 
tured what  was  their  object,  and,  after  considering  what  to  do  in 
this  extremity,  determined  to  venture  his  escape  out  of  a  narrow 
window;  which,  While  be  was  endeavouring,  liis'body  being  half 
out  and  half  in,  he  was  espied  by  some  of  the  party,  who  im- 
mediately discharged  their  pieces  at  him,  and  killed  Um  on  the 
spot  1 1 

Peter  Gillies,  in  the  parish  of  Mucravonside,  and  John 
Brycd,  in  ^at  of  West  Calder,  afford  two  most  signal  instances 
of  the  cruelties  which  were  peroetrated  in  1685.  In  1674,'  the 
former  was  brought  to  great  trouble  and  loss,  for  having  allowed  a 
presbyterian  minister  to  preach  in  his  house ;  and  again  in  1682, 
neing  accused  of  nonconformity  by  the  curate  of  the  parish,  he  very 
narrowly  escaped  apprehension  by  a  party  of  soldiers  sent  for  that 
purpose.  And  being  again  informed  against,  he  was,  on  the  last 
^ay  of  April,  1685,  taken  at  his  own  house,  together  with  John 
'Bryce,  who  was  there  on  business  with  him.  Alter  threateniiig  to 
.  kill  him  before  the  eyes  of  his  wife,  who  was  just  recovering  from 
child-birth,  they  hurried  him  away  with  his  companion ;  and  after 
a  little  returned,  rifled  the  house,  and  took  away  every  thing  which 
Jthey  thought  was  valuable.— The  two  men  were  tied  together,  and 
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driven  before  them.  After  proceeding. some  miles,  tbey  bound  a. 
napkin  over  Gillie»*  eyes,  and  set  lunx  down  upon  bis  knees  on 
order  to  be  shot  In  this  posture  they  kept  him  tot.  half  an  hour, 
and  what  were  his  feelings  during  this  season,  it  may  be  left  to  th« 
sympathizing  reader  to  conceive.  •  When  they  found  that  they, 
could  not  by.  this  means  move  him  from  his  principles,  they  ordered . 
Um  to  rise,  and  resumed  their. progress  towards  the  west  country. 

On  the  .4th  of  May,  they  had  arrived  at  Middlewood  in  Ayrshire, 
from  whence  Gillies  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife,  full  of.  a£Pection  and 
seriousness — displaying  much  holy  confidence  in.  God — expressing 
an  expectation  o^  death  as  near  at  band,  and  leaving  her  with  hiis  . 
five  children^  upon  Him  who  is  a  father  to  the  ^therless  and  a. 
husband  to  the  widow,  who  put  their  trust  in  him.     From  Middle- 
wood  they  were  carried  to  Mauchline,  and  on.  the  day  following^, 
ajury  of  15.iioldiers  being  iinpannelled,  and  an  indictment  served 
upon  them  to  co^pe^  before  Genera]^  Drummond,  {Commissioner  . 
of  Justiciary  within  %}xe  tolbooth  of  Mauobl^ne. — We  may  be  sure  ^ 
such  an  assize  would  bring  them  in  guilty,  and  they  were  sentenced  ^ 
to  be  banged .  at  the  town  end  of  Mauchline  on  May  6th,  whioh 
was  done. accordingly.    No  coffins,  nor  dead  clothes  were  allowed^^ 
them,  but  the  soldiers  and  two  ebuntry-men  made  a  hole  in  the  , 
earth  near  by«  and  cast  them,  with  other  three  who  were  executed  ^ 
along  with  them^  altogether  into  it. 

,  And|isw   Hi  slop,   in  the  parish  of   Hutton,    Annandale,  is  , 
ano^r  shocking  instance  of  the  blood-thirsty  cruelty  which  char-  . 
acterised  the  persecution  in  1685«    He  was  a, young  man,  residing  . 
as  yet,  with  his  brother  and  sisters  in  the  house  of  his  mother,  a 
very  honest  religpious  woman.     To -her  house,  it  seems,  one  of  the 
suffering  people  upon  his  hiding  had  come,  oeing,  inctisposedy  and 
after  a  few  days  sickness  died  there.     Upon  which,  idie  and  her  . 
sons  feariog  persecution  for  reset  and  converse,  had  him  buried 
during  the  night  time  in  the  fields  near  by.     The  grave  being  dis-  . 
cQvei^  Johnstone  of  Wester-raw,  (who  had  once  been  a  great « 
professor  and  a  warm  zealot  for  [wesbytecy,  but  was  now,  like  all 
apostates^  equally  vicdent  in  persecuting  those  who  owned  such  an 
interest,)  came  with  a  party  of  soldiers,  dug  up  the  body,  and  in- 
stituted an  inquiry,  by  iRchom  it  had  been  interred.     Having  dis- 
covered that  it  had  come  out  of  the  widow*8  bouse,  he  went  to  it, 
spoiled  it^  and  finally  pulled  it  down,  turning  hev  and  her  iamSy  into 
the  fields.    Being  thus  forced  to  wander,.Claverhouse  fell  in  with  An^  - 
drew,  the  eldest  son,  and  having  seized  him,  ke  carried  him  prisoner  ' 
to  Westep*raw  that  night,  being  the  10th  of  May.  Johnstone,  wish- 
ing to  signalize  his  loyalt]^  passed  sentence  upon  him  next  day, 
and  urgea  that  he  should  be  despatched  without  delay.     To  this^ 
however,  Gaverhouse  was  very  backward,  being,  perhaps,  not  with- 
out his  reflections  upon  the  £a£e  of  John  Brown  whem  he  himself 
had  murdered  ten  days  before ;  but  the  other  persisting  in  his  de-  • 
mand,  he  at  last  consented  to  it,  jsaying,  "  The  blood  of  this  poor  ' 
man  be  *  upon  you,  Wester-raw ;    I  am  free  from  it.***     He  then 
called  upon  the  Captain  of  a  company  of  foot  which  was  travcrs- 
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emMtoeA  witk  mneh  teaAm^m  and  ooamotMe.  "Tke 
bave  shot  at  tiiee^  but  Hwy  could  not  i^ach  my  soul ;  U  baaesqipedy 
and  is  now  at  rest."  Thttr  folding  l^r  hands  together,  and  locjoi^ 
up  with:  an  eye  that  pieced  the  heav^is,  she  prayed,  "Lord,  gite 
strength  unto  thine  handmaid,  Ihat^  will  prore  she  has  waited  fiit 
thee,  even  in  the  way  of  thy  judgments."  Wh^i  the  ncBghbonBs 
came  to  the  spot,  they  found  her  gathering  together  his  whSe  hav> 
and  the  scattered  firi^ents  of  his  head.  They  lifted,  the  bo(i^ 
streammg  with  blood,  and  laid  it  on  the  Kilngnp,*  till  arrangeoieBts 
were  msde  for  taking  it  into  the  house.  The  blood,  it  appean^  had 
sunk  into  the  wall ;  for  when  the  kiln  was  taken  down  some  ats- 
t  V  years  afterwsvds,  it  was  distandly  semi  upon  the  stones,  haviii^ 
the  appearance  of  tar.  A  small  catm  was  raised  upon  the  spot 
where  he  M^  and  near  it  grew  a  mountain  ash,  which  was  st^ndiiy 
till  within  tibese  few  years.  The  body  was  depoeited  in  llie  Cfaaroli* 
yard  of  Lttmahago,  and  over  it  a  stone  (whidi  has  been  hutf  • 
renewed)  was  erected,  bearing  an  impropriate  inscription** 

8aA  Ikea  are  a  few  of  the  most  remarkable  cases  of  persecution, 
in  addition  to  those  already  given  in  the  preceding  work,  the  detafls 
of  whidi  are  concluded  previous  to  the  year  1686.  £yen  yflt,hoiifk 
%r^f  it  must  be  obsenred,  that  the  riew  which  they  present  of  tiie 
suffeorings  foy  consdenoe  sake,  endured  by  the  inhabitants  ef  tiio 
south  and  west  of  Scotland  during  the  twenty-eight  yean  praTaoa% 
la  inadet^uate  indeed.  Many  cases  of  agonizing  toctore^  and  wan- 
ton barbarity,  whooe  OTibiects  outlired  the*  Rerolutlony  are  not  even 
hinted  at ;  and  many  of  those  who  were  despatched  in  the  fisMt, 
are  omitted  for  want  of  room. 

Durinsp  diese  twenty-eight  years  of  peneeutton,  it  is  eompnled^ 
that  not  less  than;  18,000  people  sufiered  death  or  the  utmost  hoHrd- 
ships  and  extremities.  Of  these,  about  1700  were  banished  W  the 
plantations ;  and  of  this  number,  200  were  lost  in  diipwreck  by  the  . 
cardessness,  or  rather,  »  it  appeiM^ — Uie  cruelty  of  the  seameniN- 
About  760  were  banished  to  the  northern  idaiids,  and  doomed  tx> 
wear  out  a  miserable  existence  on  these  then  unpeopled  shores. 
Those  in  addition,  who  suffered  iinprisonmenl^  and  the  ^privatioBs 
^scompanyfa[ig  it,  are  computed  at  above  ^600.  Those  killed  in 
^he  several  skirmishes  and  insurrections,  are  reckoned  at  680;  and 
diose  who  went  into  voluntary  banishment,  diout  7,000.  About 
49S  were  murdered  in  cold  Mood ;  besides  S62  who  were  by  form  • 
of  law  executed.  The  number  of  those  who  perished  through  cold* 
liunger,  and  other  privations,  in  their  wand«ringB  upon  the  moun- 
tains, and  their  reudenee  in  caves,  cannot  be  well  calculated,  but 
will  certainly  make  up  the  sum  total  to  the  number  abpve  q>eciiied. 

And  yet,  wonder^  to  think,  notwithstanding  oppressions  so 
severe,  so  relentless,  and  so  long  continued ;  like  die  ancient  people 
ef  God  in  Egypt,  the  more  they  wtyre  perseooted,  the  more  they  in-  • 


^  This  la  A  low  wall  on  whicb  the  ^uki  full  of  gnXu  m  rtsted  bdm  M  !■ 
^HiHul  upon  th«  kili^ 
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enmtii  did  blood  ofmaityrg  prolHog  to  be  tbe  feed  i^  the  Chnrcb. 
Ye%  to  tbe  bondnr  of  the  troths  which  they  bdlieTed,  and  to  the 
pniiiie  of  that  Crod  and  Savioiir,  in  whom  they  trasted,  and  whom 
tiiey  served,  the  Presbyterians  of  Scodand^  were  so  far  from  be- 
ing eradicated,  wasted,  or  destroyed,  that  at  the  Revolnlion,  they 
raned  a  regiment  in  one  day,  IHlUiont  beat  of  drum — ^Thus  realizing 
tbe  ancient  motto  of  the  Scottish  dinrch — <^  Behold  the  bosh  bomed 
with  fire,  bnt  the  bosh  was  not  consmned." 

The  osose  in  which  they  had  suffered  was  the  cause  of  God,  and 
altimatdy  previuled.  llie  time  to  &yoar  Zion,  which  was  ap- 
pointed, at  length  arrived.  And  in  the  many  blessings  and  privi- 
ages  conferred  npon  them,  by  Uie  revolution,  the  Worthuw  of 
Seolland  vrho  outuved  it,  beheld  and  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  their 
patience  and  perseverance.  In  these  blrasings  and  privileges, 
we,  their  posterity,  richly  participate :  and  surrounded  as  we  are  on 
every  side  by  such  monuments  of  their  sufferings,  and  sitting  in 
peaee  and  security  under  the  shade  ofuat  Plant  of  Renowa  wmek 
Uiey  watered  vrith  their  blood,  it  surely  behoves  us  to  revere  their 
memories,  to  acknowledge  their  worth,  and  in  so.  far  as  circum- 
stances may  permit,  to  i]mitate  their  example. 

**  Wherefore,  seeing  we  are  compassed  about  with  so  great  a 
dond  of- witnesses,  let  us  lay  aside  every  wdght,  and  the  sin  which 
doth  ae  easily  beset  us,  and  let  us  run  with  patience  Uie  race  that 
is  aet  before  us. — Mliat  are  these  whicl^  are  acrayed  in  white  robes, 
imd  whence  come  they  ?  These  are  they  which  came  out  of  great 
tribulation^  and  have  washed  their  robes,  and  made  them  whiie  in 
the  blood  of  Uie  Lamb  :  Therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of 
6od»  and  s^rve  him  day  and  night  in  his  temple :  and  he  that  sit- 
teth  cm  the  throne  shall  dwelT  among  them.  They  shall  hunger 
no  more,  neither  thirst  any  more ;  neither  shall  the  sun  light  on 
them,  nor  any  heat :  For  the  Lamb,  which  is  in  the  midat,  of  the 
throne,  shall  feed  them,  and  lead  them  unto  living  fountains  of 
wallers :  and  6od  shall  vripe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes  T  * 


•  He1i.sU.  L     BsT.  viL  13-^17. 
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No.  L 

PMestaHan  offered  to  the  Estates  oonvenMl  in  Pas:Uasimd  ai 
Per^  wmo  1606. 


[This  IWr.  In  thf  former  £i}itioas  of  the  Work,  hw  vnmtXtf  tem  UitMiio^A  «  a  , .^ 

th«  Ii»  •#  Vitridc  Amptqn,-  bf  whom  H  was  compoaed.'  Aa  nict(,  koirevtr,  it  aecneA  tp  th« 
Editor,  firomiu  lei«Ui,  to-mar,  in  aona  degsca,  tbeJtilcrai*,  anddiMtrDjthefianMctloB^  aTtfear 
Memoir.  Habai,  therefore.  InMrted  It  hoe,  not  oa)j  with  the  riew  of  airing  aa  eotiieaa  pwfti^ 
the  Ori^npl  T^t  of  tba  Wock»  bat  alao,  ai  preaenting  in  itaaU;  a  vahiaMe  lelfe  of  tftr  tevMt 
and  fidelity  iof  the  axoeDeot  man,  wboae  namea  are  appandad  to  tt,  and  wlywa  aMMipMM|4fe 


*'  The  Mmest  dealre  of  oor  hearts  b  to  he  faifthfaT,  and  io  case  w%  wwdd  havr 
been  ailcDt  and  nnftdthfiil  at  this  time,  when  the  undermfaied  estate  of  Chiiat'a 
Kirk  craitelk  a  duly  at  our  hands,  we  diould  have  locked  op  our  hearts  with 
p«tienp%  an4  oar,  month*  with  .tadtamitj-,  nther  than  to  have  hnpeached  anjr, 
with  our  admooitiou.  But  for  that  which  Christ  commandttl^  xisiwsiirj  igedi, 
and  duty  wringetb  out  of  us,  to  he  faithful  offtoe^bearers  fai  the  fciik«f  'God»  a«»> 
man  can  justly  blame  ua,  providing  we  hold  ourselves  within  the  bounds  cf  >lhafc  • 
Christian  moderation,  which  foUoweth  Ood,  withoof  Injury  done  to  any  m^, 
especially  these  whom  God  hath  lapped  up  within  tiie  tAurts  of  hh  own  honoor- 
al^A  stflet  and  nameg^  oalUtig  them  gods  upon  earth. 

"  Now,  tharefore,  my  Lrnds,  convened  In  this  pressBt  patlkmcM^.  ntiisr-^llie- 
most  high  and  excellent  Majesty  of  our  dread- Sovereign,  to  your  Tlia—sii  i  is  mtt 
exhortation,  that  ye  would  endeavour,  with  all  singlenem  of  hesrt,  hwe  and  wm^ 
to  advance  the  building  of  the  house  of  God,  reserving  always  unto  the  Lertf  a 
own  hand,  that  glory  which  he  will  communicate'  neither  with  maik  dor  angd, 
▼i^.  to  preacdbe  from  hk  holy  mountain,  a  lively  pattern,  according  to  whlefc  Us 
own  tabamacle  should  be  formed.  Rememberiocr  alwn^B,  that  thdra  Ja^aik^  iM^ 
lute  and  undoubted  authority  in  this  world,  excepting  the  sovereign  authority  of 
Christ  the  King,  to  \vhom  it  belongeth  as  properiy  to  rule  thf  kjxk,  aeeordhy 
to  the  good  pleasure  of  his  own  wHl,  as  It  belongeth  to  him  to  save  his  Idrk,  by 
the  merit  of  hh  own  sufferings.  All  other  authority  is  so  intrenched  within  tfia 
nm^hes  of  divine  commandment,  that  the  least  overpassing  of  the  boonds  set  hj 
God  himself,  bringeth  men  under  the  fearful  expectation  of  temporal  and  etanal 
judgments.  For  this  cause,  my  Lords,  let  that  authority  of  your  meeting  In  Ada 
present  parliament,  be  like  the  ocean,  vrhioh,  as  it  is  greatest  of  all  other  wa*ers» 
so  It  contalneth  itself  better  within  the  coasts  and  limits  appointed  by  God,  than 
any  rivers  of  fresh  running  waters  have  done. 

**  Next,  remember  that  God  hath  sent  you  to  be  nursing  fiithers  to  tho  1df%, 
eraving  of  your  hands,  that  ye  would  maintain  and  advanoe  by  yonr  anthority, 
that  kirk  which  the  Lord  hath  fashkmed,  by  the  mieoantsrfeited  woric  of  his  •wb 
new  creation,  as  the  prophet  speaketh.  He  hath  mada  Wy  <md  mot  we  otcraelrev/ 
not  that  ye  should  presume  to  fashion  and  sh^>e  a  new  portraiture  of  a  kirk,  and 
a  new  form  of  divine  service,  which  God  In  his  word  hath  not  before  tSUmwd  ; 
heeanse,  that  were  yob  to  extend  your  authority  Ikrther  than  the  calling  ye  hanr« 
of  God  doth  permit,  as  namely,  if  ye  should  (as  God  forbid)  anthorizo  the  natbo- 
rity  of  bishops,  and  their  pro-eminence  above  their  brethren,  ye  should  bring  int» 
tho  IdiiK  of  God  ths  onUoanoe  of  maot  and  that  thii^r  whidi  the  es^eiiaiot  «# 
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t  a^  bfitf^tMtlM  Ip  be,  U19  groimd  i>f  grpat  Idlenos^  palpable  !{,niorance, 
iatufiTcwlt  prides  pitiless  tyranny,  and  ahamdesa  ambition,  in  the  kirk  of  God ; 
and,  finally,  tp  ha^e  be^a  tlie  ground  of  that  AnticbnsUan  hierarcby,  which  | 
B^ounf^  up..on  tfie  steps  of  p^e-eminence  of  hishopiv  until  that  man  of  sin  came 
fortik  as  the  ripe  fruit  of  map's  wisdom,  whoi^  God  shall  consume  with  the . 
breatn  of  his  own  mouth.  Let  Ihe  sword  of  God  pierce  that  belly  which  brought  | 
forik  foch  a  monsWr ;  and  let  the  staff  of  God  crui^  that  egg  which  hath  hatched 
•Hjch  a  eockatripe :  and  let  npl  only  tl^t  Roman  Antichrist  be  thrown  down  fr?^  ' 
the  high  bepel^  of  his  u^orped  authority,  hut  also  let  all  tlie  steps,  whereby  he^ 
mounted  up  to  that  onJaw^  pre-«iiiicieiM^  be  cut  H^wn,  ^vf]  Tj'f-r'r  nTvl^hed^ 
in  tt^is  luid. 

«  Ahoveall  things,  niy. Lords,  beware  to  strive  against  God  with  an  open  and,^ 
dIspUyed  banner,  by  bupding  up  again  the  walls  of  Jericho,  which  the  liord  hath 
not  onlyceft  doiMrn»-  b<](t  hath  alaolkid  them  under  a  horrible  interdiction,  a^^d^ 
execration :  so  that  the  building  of  them  again  must  needs  stand  to  greater  charges 
to  the  builders,  t^ian  the  re-edifying  of  Jericho  to  Hiel  the  Bethelite,  in  the  days 
of  Ahab  :  For  he  had  nothing  bu^  the  interdiction  of  Joshua,  and  the  curse  pro- 
nounced by  him>  to  stay  him  from  the  building  again  of  Jericho ;  but  the  Noble. 
men  nnd  States  of  this  realm,  hare  the  reverence  of  the  oath  of  God,  made  by, 
'  themeelvea,  and  enbecribed  with  their  own  hands,,  in  the  Confession  of  Faith» ' 
eaOed  tlie  King  s.  Majesty^s,  published  oftener  than  onoe  or  twice,  subscribed  and , 
•worn  by  his  most  excellent  Iklajesty,  and  by  his  Highness,  the  Nobility,  Estates, 
and  whole  snljects  of  th^s  realm,  to  hold  them  back  from  setting  up  the  dominion 
ot  Bishops :  because  it  is  of  verity,  that  they  subscribed  and  swore  the  said  Con- ' 
fesaion,  containing,  not  only  the  maintenance  of  the  true  doctrine,  but  ^ko  of  the. 
discipline  professed  within,  tbe, realm  of  Scotland. 

'  **  Consider  also^  that  this,  work  cannot  be  se^  forwarcl,  without  the  great  dan- 
der of  the  gospel,  defamation  of  many  preachers,  and  evident  hurt  and  loss  of  the 
people's  ,80ul%  committed  to  our  charg^  For  the  people  are  brought  almost  to 
the  Tike  casc^  as  tbey  were  in  Syriat  Arabia,  and  Egypt,  about  the  GOOdth  year  of 
our  Lord,  when  the  people  were  so  shaken  and  braagled  with  contrary  doctrines; 
some  affirming,  and  others  denying,  the  opinion  of  Eutychns,  that  in  the  end 
they  lost  all  assured  persuasion  of  true  religion;  and  within  a  short  time  thereafter^ 
did  cast  the  gates  of  their  hearts  open  to  the  peril,  to  reeeive  that  vile  and  blas- 
phemous doctrine  of  Mahomet ;  even  so  the  people  in.thla  land  are  cast  Into  such 
admiration,  to  hear  the  preachers,  who  damned  so  openly  this  stately  pre-eminence 
of  bishops,  and  then,  within  a  few  yeara.after,  accept  the  same  dignity,  pomy^ 
and  superiority,  in  their  own  persons,  which  they  before  had  damned  in  others, 
tl^it  the  P99ple  know  not  whi^t  way  to  incline,  and  in  the  end  will  become  so 
doubtftil,  in  matters  of  religion  and  doctrine,  that  their  hearts  will  be  like  an 
open  tavern,  patent  to  every  guest  that  chooses  to  come  in. 

**  We  beseech  your  Honours  to  ponder  this  in  the  balance  of  a  godly  and  pru- 
dent inind,  and  suffer  not  the  gosfx-l  to  be  slandered  by  the  behaviour  of  a  few 
preachers,  of  whom  we  arc  bold  to  afBrni,  that,  if  they  go  forward  in  this  defec- 
tion, not  only  abusing  and  appropriating  the  name  of  bishops  to  themselves,  which 
Is  common  to  all  the  pastors  of  God's  kirk,  but  also  takln;;  upon  themselves  such 
offices,  that  carry  with  them  the  ordinary  charge  of  govtml  g  the  civil  affairs  of 
the  country,  neglecting  their  flocks,  and  seeking  to  subordiiute  their  brethren  to. 
their  jurisdiction  ;  if  any  of  them,  we  say,  be  found  to  step  forward  in  this  cause 
of  defection^  they  are, more  wonhy  as  rotten  members,  to  1ms  cut  off  from  the 
body  of  Christ,  than  to  have  superiority  and  donunion  over  their  brethren  within 
the  kirk  of  God. 

**  This  pre-eminence  of  bi^iops  is  that  Degon,  which  once  already  fell  before 
tiie  ark  of  God  in  this  land,  and  no  band  of  iron  shall  be  able  to  hold  him  up 
again.  This  is  that  pattern  of  that  altar  brought  from  Damascus,  but  not 
ahowed  to  Moees  in  the  mountain;  and  therefore  it  shall  fare  with  it,  as  it  did, 
with  that  altar  of  Damascus,  it  came  last  into  the  temple  and  went  first  out. 
Likewise  the  institution  of  Christ  was  anterior  to  this  pre-eminence  of  bbh'ops, 
and  shall  consist  snd  stand  within  the  house  of  God«  when  this  new  faahion  of 
the  altar  thall  go  to  the  door. 
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«  ReoMmber,  my  Xiard%  tiut  tto  Uomi  p«t  yoor  antlkirity  WM  ftyr  Christ  mi 
not  against  him.  Te  followed  the  light  of  God,  and  strived  not  agmintt  It ;  and, 
Bke  a  chUd  in  the  mother^a  hand,  ye  said  to  Christ,  Draw  tct  a^  thee.  'God 
forbid  that  ye  should  now  leare  o^  and  fall  away  from  your  Ibnner  reremcs 
borne  to  Christ,  in  pretoming  to  lead  him  whom  the  Father  hath  appointed  te 
be  leader  of  yovu  And  ^u*  lev  to  trail  the  hdy  ordinances  of  Christ,  by  iSm 
cords  of  your  authority,  at  the  heels  of  the  ordinancea  of  men. 

*<  And  albeit  your  Honours  haTe  no  such  Intention  to  do  any  tiling  whldi  may 
impair  the  honour  of  Christ's  Idngdom ;  yet  remember,  that  spiritual  darkno^ 
flowing  from  a  Tery  smaU  beginning,  ddth  so  insinoate  and  thrust  itadf-into  tbt 
house  of  God,  as  men  can  hardly  discern  by  wliat  secret  means  the  light  was 
dimmed,  and  darkness  creeping  in,  got  the  upper  haad  ;  and  in  th«  end,  at  un 
awares,  all  was  iuTolTed  in  a  misty  doud  of  horrible  apostacy. 

<'  And  leA  any  should  think  this  our  admonition  out  of  time,  tn  so  &r  H  b 
statute  and  ordained  already  by  his  Majesty,  with  adrice  of  his  EatntM  hi  par- ' 
llament,  that  all  ministers,  provided  to  prelacies,  should  hare  Tote  in  parttammt ; 
as  likewise,  the  General  Assembly  (his  Majesty  being  present  thereat)  ba^  fouad 
the  same  lawful  and  expedient^  we  would  humbly  and  earnestly  bewiech  all  sneh 
to  con^der, 

"  First,  That  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  oflBce-bearers  and  Inwv  thereeC 
neither  should  nor  can  sufler  any  derogation,  addition,  diminutioo,  or  aUeratioii, 
beside  the  prescript  of  his  holy  word,  by  any  ihTenti<nis  or  doings  of  men,  dvil 
or  eodeiiasticaL  And  we  are  able,  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  will  oilier  onrsdns 
to  prore  that  this  bishopric  to  be  erected,  is  against  the  word  of  God,  the  andent 
fathers,  and  canons  of  the  kirk,  the  modem  most  learned  and  godly  dirfiMa,  the 
doctrine  and  conatitut,ion  of  the  kirk  of  Scotland  since  the  flrtt  reiMrmutkm  of 
religion  within  the  same  country,  the  laws  of  the  realm,  ratifying  the  gurerameBt 
of  the  kirk  by  the  general  and  prorinoial  assemblies^  presbyteries,  and  seaaiooa,  also 
against  the  weal  and  bonoar  of  the  Kiag's  most  excellent  Mijesty,  the  weal  and 
honour  of  the  realm,  and  quietness  thereof;  the  established  estate  and  weal  of  the 
lurk,  in  the  doctrine,  discipline,  and  patrimony  thereof;  the  weal  and  honour  of 
your  Lordships,  the  most  ancient  estate  of  this  realm,  and  flnally,  against  the 
weal  of  all,  and  sTery  one,  the  good  subjects  thereof,  in  soul,  body,  and  sa^ 
stance. 

*^N€xt,  That  the  act  of  parliament,  granting  Tote  In  pariiamcnt  to  ministers, 
is  with  a  special  provision,  that  nothing  thereby  be  derogatory  or  pnqjudidal  to 
the  present  established  discipline  of  die  Urk,  and  jurisdiction  thereof,  in  genersl  _ 
and  synodical  assemblies,  presbyteries,  and  sessions. 

<'  Tfiirdfy,  and  lastfy.  The  General  Assembly,  (his  Mijesty  sitting,  roting,  and 
consenting  Unrein,)  fearing  tlie  oorrtiption  of  that  office,  hath  dreomscribed  and 
bounded  tha  same  with  a  nionber  of  cautions ;  all  which,  together  with  such 
others  as  shall  be  conduded  upon  l^  the  Assembly,  were  thought  expedient  to  be 
inserted  in  the  body  of  the  act  of  peorliament,  as  most  necessary  and  sabstsntisl  * 
parts  of  the  same.  And  the  said  Asaembly  hath  not  agreed  to  give  tberranto 
the  name  of  bishops,  for  fear  of  importing  the  old  corruption,  pomp,  and  tyranny 
of  Papal  bishops,  bat  ordained  them  to  be  called  comndssionen  ftr  the  kirk  to 
vote  in  parliament.  And  it  is  of  verity,  that  according  to  these  cautions,  neither  ' 
have  these  men,  now  called  bishops,  entered  to  that  office  of  oommissionary  te  vole 
in  parliament,  neither  sines  their  ingyring  have  they  bdiaved  themselves  therdiL 
And  therefore,  in  the  name  o^  tiie  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  thall  hold  the  grpat 
court  of  parliament  to  judge  both  the  quidc  and  the  dead,  at  his  glorious  msnifes- 
t&tion ;  and  in  name  of  his  kirk  in  general,  ao  happily  and  well  established  widiia 
this  realm,  and  whereof  the  said  realm  hatii  reaped  tiie  oomfbrtable  peace  %u4 
unity,  free  from  heresy,  sdiism,  and  dissenthm,  theae  Ibrtyi^  years  bypast :  alfp 
in  name  of  our  presbyteries,  from  whidi  we  have  our  commission  ;  and  in  onr 
names,  office-bearers  and  paston  within  the  same,  for  disdraiging  of  one  necessary 
duty^  and  dbburdening  of  our  oonsdencea  in  particular,  we  except  and  protest 
against  the  said  bishopric,  and  bishops,  and  the  (*reotion  or  ronfirmatUm.  or  rati- 
fication thereof,  at  this  present  parliament ;  moot  hombly  craving  that  this  our 
protestation  maj  be  admitted  by  your  Honoors,  and  regfilered  aar.oag  the  ststatra 
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tnd  aeti  of  th«  wm^  In  caw  (as  God  forbid)  ^heaa  UahopiW  be  ereoled,  radfled, 
or  confirmed  therein.** 

Th/efingcingpntitiatUm  wa  nbacribed  by  the  fiBcwimff  Jfintftert  .*^- 

Menn.  Andrbw  Mehlll,  Jomae  MehriU,  WnUom  Scott,  Jamee  Rom,  John 
.GvmuJMid,  John  Gille^e^  William  l^iddne,  Colin  CampbeU,. James  McdriiMHl, 
John  Mitchell,  John  DaTldson,  John  Golden,  John  Abernethjr,  James  Davidsony 
Adam  Bannatyne,  John  Row,  William  Bnchanan,  John  Kennedj,  John  Ogilrie, 
John  Scrimgeour,  John  Malcolm,  James  Borden,  Isaac  Blackfoord,  Isaac  Strachany 
James  Bow,  William  Row,  Robert  Mercer,  Edmimd  Myles,  John  French,  Pktrick 
Sfanpson,  John  Dykea,  William  Yonng,  WiUiam  Cooper,  WflUam  Keith,  Hugh 
Donoaiv  James  Mercer,  Robert  CoItUI,  William  Hogf,  Robert  WaDace,  Da^ld 
Barobgr*  Mm  Weemes,  William  Cranstoc. 
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Abttnxct  of  the  Speech  of  Lord  Wiarrisfony  befbre  the  Westminster 
Aswemiiy^  after  the  delivery  cf  some  Queries  from  the  Parliament. 


CLotd  Wsrtiftoa  was  flrrt  sppoiatsd  •  Cnemiritrirmo  ftom  tlie  Qengal  Anetahlyof  9eotl«nd  tothe 

Aaieinblr  at  Westminster,  in  the  yeu  I64S,  and  had  bif  oommfaiioo  renewed  and  c&teodc< 

duriM  me  tom  yean  aoeceadfng  thatperlod.    The  exact  date  of  nU  appearance  on  the  present 

^  occasion^  we  here  aot  assatlaioed.    Tae  Dpeeeh  is  given,  .euodj  as  in  the  prerknu  Edioons  ef 

this  WotIlI  __-__»— ^^——.-^__ 

Bin.  PaoLocuToa, 

I  AM  a  stranfar.  I  will  not  aieddle  with  the  parll». 
.inent-pri^QefM  of  another  nation,  nor  the  faraachea  thereof;  bat  as  a  Christlan« 
under  cme  common  Lord,  a  ruling  alder  In  another  drareh,  and  a  parttament-man 
4a  another  klngd<mi,  haVlng  onmmissioo  ftma  both  that  chnreh  and  state,  and  at 
the  doalre  of  this  kingdom  assisting  In  thahr  debates^  antraat  fbr  your  fiiTonr  and 
pntienoe  to  express  my  thoughts  of  what  la  before  yon. 

In  my  judgment,  that  Is  befofe  yoii»  whldi  coneona  Christ  and  tiMae  Mngdwna 
most  and  aboTe  all,  and  which  will  be  the  cliieftst  mean  to  end  or  eontlnne  these 
troables.  And  that  not  only  speahlng  ibaMBnter,  and  looking  to  the  disposition 
•f  these  kingdoms,  bat  espedaUy  in  regard  of  die  dlylne  dlspensatkm,  wiikh  hath 
been  eo  special  and  sensible  In  tlM  rise  and  conthmanoe  of  these  cosnnotlons,  as  I 
ean  neither  be  persuaded  that  they  were  ralasd  fiir,  or  win  be  eahned  npon  the 
'  settlenkent  of,  cIyII  rights  and  privilege^  eMier  of  kings  or  princes^  wtiatsDercrmay 
leeiin  to  be  our  present  success ;  but  I  am  eenrinoad  they  hare  a  Ughar  rise  fWmi, 
and  for  the  highest  end,  the  settling  of  the  Crown  ef  Christ  in  thess  idand%  to 
he  propagated  from  Island  to  continent ;  and  until  King  Jssos  be  set  down  on  Ills 
throng .  with  liis  sceptre  In  bis  hand,  I  do  not  expect  God's  peaces  and  so  not 
solid  peace  from  men  In  these  Ungdoms^  Bui  establlah  that,  and  •  daraUe  peace 
trill  be  found  to  fuUow  that  sorereign  tmth.  Sir,  let  ns  lay  to  heart  wliat  la 
bc^fore  ns,  a  work  which  concerns  Ood  and  man  moat  of  any  tidng  in  agltatloo 
now  nnder  the  son,  and  lor  which  we  will  one  day  be  called  to  a  more  strict 
aooount  than  for  any  other  passage  of  oar  lUe.  Let  us  bodi  tremble  and  rejoice 
'when  we  reflect  upon  what  Is  under  debate,  and  now  in  our  hands. 

I  vr9M  glad  to  hear  the  parliament  eoniMS  their  wJIMngness,  to  recefre  and  ob- 
•erre  whatsoever  shall  be  shown  from  the  word  of  CSed  to  be  Christ's  or  his 
cfaarch*s  rights  or  dues;  albeit  I  was  aorry  to  ess  any.  In  the  delivery  thereof 
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intermix  any  of  tiidr  own  personal  ai^erlty,  any  asperdooi  190B  this  . 
or  rafleetions  on  anothar  nation ;  ao  in  this  day  of  kw  for  Chrlat,  whanSm  jMte 
iiofiFered,iflie|«tiioiri(btilindt^howiiks  hitpiMBtficMtt  hia  FbUmi^  mad  hk 
chnrdi*8  from  hjmadf,  it  wiH  ba  oonnted  your  fitult. 

Sir,  all  C^riatiana  an  bomd  to  gite  •  tattimany  to  evcfy  troA  #k*i  oalM  la 
it ;  but  ye  aro  tbe  inmiadkla  aenranta  of  tba  Moat  HIgfa,  Chiiat'a  pfewtan  aoi 
lieralda»  wboae  propar  fiuictlon  it  it  to  ^rodaim  bia  namc^  and  piaamt;  hii  afiBi% 
and  aaaert  bis  rigbts.  Cbrist  baa  bad  many  testimonks  giTon  to  bia  pi  apbirtini 
and  priastly  offieea  by  tbe  pleadings  and  siiieri(ig«  Of  bia  sainta*  and  in  theaa  laMr 
daya,  sesms  to  nf  Hire  tbe  same  "unto  bia  Uligly  ofiea.  A  Id^g  Jovca  a  >  tlUmmf 
to  bis  Gfvwn  bast  of  any,  aa  tbat  wfaicb  ia  tendenat  to  bim :  and  oonfMsosi  tmi 
martyrs  for  Christ's  crown  are  tbe  moat  royal  and  moat  ttatdy  of  any  statu  ■liilf  H, 
so,  altboogb  Cbrist's  kingdom  be  not  of  this  world,  and  Ma  acrranla  Ad  Ast  init 
tbenfore,  wben  be  was  to  suffer,  yet  tt  is  in  tbis  world,  and  for  this  end  was  ke 
bran.  To  gire  a  testimony  to  tbk  tmtb,  anuuig  otben,  were  we  bom,  sod  bmbC 
not  be  aaiiamed  of  it  nor  deny  it ;  bat  oMtfess  and  aToodi  it,  by  plendii^  daia^ 
and  Boffering  for  it,  csren  wben  wbat  is  in  agitation  aeema  most  to  oppoas  i^  Md 
tberefere  reqnirea  a  seasonable  testimony.  But  it  lies  upon  yon,  Sr,  wba  bavt 
botb  your  calling  trtmi  Cbriat  for  it,  and  at  tliis  time  a  partleokr  ealfiqg  firoa 
many,  as  tbat  wbidi  tbe  Honoarable  Hooaea  require  from  you  at  audi  a  tiBM^  wbaa 
tbe  aettlement  of  religion  depends  tbereon,  a%d  wben  it  ia  tbe  Tcry  euuiiwvssf 
of  tbe  times ;  and  tba  dvil  magistrates  not  only  call  yon  before  tbcna  to  aier  Urn 
tmtb  tberein,  bat  alao  give  yoa  a  good  example,  coming  before  you  out  df  tandeiw 
ness  to  tbeir  dvil  trast  and  duty,  to  maintain  tbe  privilpgeaof  pariianwrt;  togifi  * 
testimony  assentatory  to  tbeir  dvil  rigbts  and  priyikges ;  and  to  fbrewam  ya« 
lest  you  break  tbe  same,  and  incur  dril  premunires.  Sir,  this  aboold  teadk  oa 
to  be  as  tender,  sealoos,  and  careful  to  assert  Cbrist  and  bia  ChuRb,  tbeir  privi- 
Mges  and  ^|gfat%  and  to  fbrowam  all  lest  tbey  endanger  dieir  sools  1^  cneroaddi% 
/tbereon ;  and  lest  tbeir  omlsaions  and  remissness  bring  eternal  premunires  open 
them,  let  aU  know  tbat  the  Spirit  of  your  Master  is  upon  yo^  and  tbat  Ooist 
bath  serrants  who  will  not  only  make  pu^ta  to  ring  with  tha  soond  of  JUs  |B». 
rogativev  but  also,  if  they  shall  be  called  to  it,  make  a  flame  of  their  bodies  bofslnif 
at  tbe  stake  for  a  testimony  to  it,  carry  it  aloft  tbroog^  tba  eaiih,  VSut  tb*  Toioo 
Jn  SiaQy,  tbM  Chiat  fi»e$  ami  reigna  ohm  m  hi$  chm^  and  wffl  have  aU  dona  . 
tbcrdn  aooording  to  bis  word  and  wiB,  and  tbat  be  has  given  no  ai^tena  kmiiMi 
•▼er  bis  chnrdi  to  any  Fspe^  Kliig^  orpailkment  wfa<tsb«fer. 

Sir,  yoo  are  often  desindL  to  rtaiemiber  the  boonds  of  ^oor  eommfeBtai  fMa 
man,  and  not  to  exceed  Ae  aamsw  I  am  oonfideiit  yon  win  waSkt  as  mtteb  em- 
adenoe  not  to  be  defident  in  the  dkdiarg«  of  yow  coumisston  fivn  Ghikt.  Ml 
now.  Sir,  yoa  haTo  n  commission  from  Ood  and  man  togietbcr,  to  ^fiaoost  tbat 
tnitb,  Tbat  Cbrist  is  a  Kbig,  and  has  a  kingdom  fai  the  external  fotemacm  df 
his  diorch,  and  that  ho  ha*  aet  down  laws  and  oOc^  a&d  oOter  siAstSBtiab  thim- 
of ;  and  a  part  of  the  kingdons  fbr  tba  iriiiah  to  osne  w%  d^y  pniy,  (as  IVrtdMs 
•bovra  wdL)  We  most  not  now  befbre  nan  miAce,  hold  tip*  or  eOnoMl,  any  fltt^^ 
asf  Bssary  fer  thia  testimoty ;  ril  theao  worid  saem  to  m»  to  ba  reUiing  and  ftytit» 
and  not  to  flow  from  the  fai^  Spirit  of  the  Most  High,  who  wiQ  ilot  Aadb  ftr 
onehowv  not  quit  one  hoo^  nor  edge  away  a  hem  of  Chriat's  itbe-raynL  Tlnis 
would  aeam  dfcot*  of  desertfcm,  tokena  of  bdng  ashamed,  alMd,  oT  pOMtsMj 
dlT«rted;  and  all  theae,  and  every  dcgne  of  them.  Sir,  I  dm  cenfldaart  wS  la 
very  far  fhnn  tba  thoughts  of  every  one  hele^  vrfao  by  tbeir  totss  and  potMoaa, 
aaeording  to  thair  proteatitiona  at  their  entry,  hftto  showed  the— diert  an  ■■%«■ 
and  forvrard  to  give  their  uatfanooy,  albeit  tbey  «MiIy  Mw  H  would  imi  ba  vwy 
•ooeptahlo  to  tiie  powers  on  earth,  who  would  hsmper,  staop,  aiitf  hsiw  ll»  Ifttt 
would  you  answer  to  tbat  qusstioo,  If  tUs  were  a  pariiament^  wtd  ft  H  was  d  AB 
and  fn»  one^  would  he  not,  and  should  he  not,  be  Ostoemod  a  grait  Mi  liIm  of 
privileges,  and  coidemptcr  twrimf  Albeit  wo  are  not  ao  vHse,  yet  let  us  ia  aa 
tander  and  jealous  in  oar  day  and  genemckm.  Truly,  Sfa-,  I  am  comfiauBt  you 
wiU  not  be  so  in  love  with  a  psaeeaMe  and  exterBal  proliession  of  any^  thine  tfaril 
may  be  granted  to  the  chnrdi,  as  to  oooaeal,  dlsdaha,  or  invert  jfmt  Sfmerk 
right.    Thai  were  to  koe  the  subaCanoe  for  a  dvounatano^  to  daaait  and  liethraaa 
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-t6««r««  ywraUw,  —a  etrtUrone  othaw  fat  Ms  |lieei  s  tenant  ^Ing  to 
to  ]y»]avd  or  landlord  IWfeitialL  Te  are  coiumandad  t(y  be  ftKhfU  in  Utde,  bat 
mow  fa  ara  awnrnMufcid  to  bar &ltl^ul  in  tnaoh ;  for  albeit  tlw  aal^ation  of  aotds 
be-«allad  mtra  wntrii  tke  walAve  and  happiness  of  churches  (made  op  of  tiiese)  U 
fiDrnasre^^^nt  «ha kingdom  of  Christ  is  epfdniMi  marniitifii ;  uid  to  liare  it  now 
,ondsr7oar4eb«te,  as  It  is  the  gveatast  hononr  God  dodi  bestovr  upon  an  assembly, 
«o  It  is  thfr  f  rtjatart  dsngw ;  for  aoeoidlug  now  as  God  shall  assist  or  direct  you, 
.3paa«i«y«iid«vitt^be>the  fawtnunsnts^f  the  gdesrtest  good  or  eyQ  on  earth.  Let 
■s  do  all  in,  inth)  for,  and  by  Christ.  Remember  the  acooimt  we  have  to  make 
^4iini,  who-airi»jeets  the  staAdfaig  or  ftUing:  of  his  crown  in  this  iskmd  to  our 
4eb«la.  i  wfctk  bmmmUtr  iat'^mmter,  1  know  it  is  impossible ;  and  albeit  we 
«ho«M  all  pvsvo  fslse  and  fUnt*hearted,  he  can  and  will  soon  raise  up  other  in- 
■Iniments  to  assert,  pnUish,  and  pvopagate  his  right  to  a  firtm  consistoriL  He 
win  have  it  thorovgfhly  pkd  and  judged  betwixt  his  kingdom  and  the  kingdoms  6{ 
4iie  eavth.  And  seeing  he  has  begun  to  conquer,  he  will  prevail  orer  all  that 
«taaA  in  hH  way,  whether  Pope,  King,  or  Parliament,  that  will  claim  any  part 
^  Headship,  supreme  prerogative,  and  monarchy  over  his  own  diurch. 

8ir,  some  may  think  you  hare  had  a  design  in  abstaining  so  long  from  asserting 
4he  divine  right  of  ehurdi-govemment  now  to  come  in  with  it  truly.  Sir,  I  look 
«pon  tiiis  cheek  as  a  good  providence  for  yoor  great  sparing  and  abstaining  in  that 
^int,  and  most  bear  witness  to  many^passages  of  God*8  good  hand  in  it,  in  not 
••oflEMng  OS  to  make  a  stand  for  our  derires  concerning  religion,  either  in  Scotland 
4>r  here,  albeit  we  have  often  set  down  menauravoH  to  ourselves ;  but  he  has  so 
often  moved  us  step  after  step  to  trace  back  our  defections,  and  make  the  last  in- 
novations a  besom  to  sweep  out  the  former,  and  the  king  refused  to  be  a  mean  to 
engage  in  a  covenant  with  himself  and  others,  and  so  has  drawn  us,  against  our 
wills,  and  beyond  our  desires,  to  perform  our  duty,  and  to  give  a  testimony  to 
liis  truth,  that  much  of  God  and  divine  wisdqm  and  design,  and  little  of  man 
nnd  his  politic  pr<jects,  might  be  seen  in  the  beginning,  progress,  and  continuance 
of  the  whole  work,  by  this  good  hand  of  God :  and  for  this  end,  I  hope  these 
queries  are  brought  to  your  hand  at  this  time. 

8ir>  your  serving  the  parliament  a  while^  I  am  confident,  has  been,  and  will 
be  stBl,  not  that  they  may  .serve  you,  but  to  serve  Iho  Lord  lesus  Christ ;  and 
that  pariiament  will  glory  more  in  their  snhardination  and  subservience  to  him, 
than  in  the  empire  and  command  over  the  world.  ; 

Sir,  we  may  hear  much  of  die  breadi  of  privfl^ge,  and  of  the  covenant,  in  re- 
•fallen  to  dvU  right ;  let  us  remember  in  the  covenant  the  three  orders  in  the  title 
and  preface^  three  main  duUes  In  the  body,  and  the  three  effects  w.  the  dosa — 
The  covenant  begins  with  the  advanoement,  and  ends  with  the  enkogement,  of  the 
yingHtmn  of  Qlirist,  ss  the  substantials,  and  over- word,  of  the  whole. 

The  firat  article  of  the  sevnn  is  Christ,  an  artide  like  die$  Dmnmca  in  the 
week,  all  the  rest  are  in  DommOy  and  subordinate  thereunto :  and  all  lawa  oon- 
trary  to  the  will  of  Christ  are  acknowledged  to  be  void  in  his  Idngdom,  and  so 
they  should,  with  far  greater  reason  than  the  constahle's  orders  against  the  ordi- 
Bance  of  parliament  are  void  in  law.  But,  Sir,  Christ's  throne  is  hi^Mst,  and 
his  privileges  supreme  as  only  King  and  Head  of  his  diurch,  albeit- king  and 
magistrates  may  he  members  in  It.  There  is  no  authority  to  he  halanoed  with 
<  his,  nor  posts  to  be  est  up  against  his,  nor  Kotahs  to  be  aUowed  agataist  his 
Aarons,  nor  Uzzahs  against  his  Aiariahs.  la  it  so  small  a  thing  to  have  the 
sword?  hut  they  must  have  the  keys  also.  Truly,  Sir,  I  am  oonfidoit  that  the 
padiaBMOt,  and  both  nations,  will  asknowledge  thcmsdiws  engaged  under  this 
nnthsrity,  and  aa  they  would  not  be  drawn  flroaa  it;  for  we  must  deny  our  places, 
take  up  oar  ofoss,  lay  aside  our  lovs  to  father  or  uMther,  paternal  or  dvO,  yea, 
lay'  down  anr  Uvea  to  aver  and  oonfisss  this  tratii  against  all  aUnnnents  and 
fterron^  so  yn  would  nsvor  endsavonr  todiaw  ns  to  waacf  othsr»  anA  whatsoever 
refloction  to  the  contrary  was  insinuated  by  the  deliverer  of  this  message^  I  cannot 
hut  impute  it-to  personal  passion,  which  laag  ago  was  known  to  the  world ;  but 
win  never  bdieve  the.HonouraUa  Housss  wUl  aUow  thef«4  ^  bdnf  hs  beneath 
tiislr  wiadan,  and  oontnry  to  your  merit. 

And^  Sir,  aseing  thssa  ^uariii  are  hefbrt  yoa«  I  am  wnfldsnt  thai  whatever 
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dlvenhy  of  optnlon  may  be  amoog  you  in  any  putknkbPt  y«a  wfll  tM*  hali  cot 
Christ's  kingdom  diatinet  £rom  the  ldi^[doma  of  the  carA,  -and  Ost  be  lisi  ap- 
pointed the  goremment  of  his  own  house,  and  dumld  mis  the  sane ;  aad  thai 
none  of  this  Assembly,  fren  for  the  gaining  of  their  desivea  in  all  the  poinla  af 
difference,  would,  by  their  siknoe,  oonoeafanent,  and  oooniTaiioe^  weaken,  *'*^— ih 
tate,  or  sell,  a  part  of  this  fundamental  truth,  this  soiwreign  iiktoreat  of  Chfist; 
and  that  ye  will  coaeur  to  demonsbmte- the  same  by  clear  paasagss  of  seriptaia^  or 
necessary  oonse<{nenoes  therefrom,  and  by  constant  pfactiee  of  dw  apoatlei^  which 
are  rules  unto  us. 

Sir,  I  will  dose  with  remembering  yon  of  two  passagi's  of  your  letter*  scbI 
by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  the  GeiBetal  AsniUy  of  the  AopA  «f 
Scotland,  that  you  will  set  out  such  diaeipline  as,  to  the  utmost  of  your  poarei^ 
you  may  exalt  Christ  the  only  Lord  oyer  the  dinidi,  his  own  house,  in  aD  his 
offices,  and  present  the  diurch  as  a  chaste  Tirgin  to  Christ ;  and  for  this  end  that 
you  were  not  restrained  by  the  Houses  in  your  TOtes  and  naolntions,  nor  boond 
up  to  the  sense  of  others,  nor  to  carry  on  a  private  design  in  a  dvil  way,  bat  by 
your  oath  were  secured  against  all  flattering  of  your  Judgment,  and  ea|igad 
tliereby,  according  to  the  House's  desire^  to  use  all  freedom  becoming  the  integrity 
of  your  consciences,  the  weight  of  the  cause,  and  the  integrity  and  honoor  of  each 
an  assembly.  I  will  no  more.  Sir,  trouble  you,  but  with  one  word  upon  the 
whde  matter,  to  desire  you  seriously  to  consider,  if  this  business,  whereon  the 
eyes  of  God  are  fixed,  desenres  not  a  spedal  day  of  humiliation  and  prayw  far  dw 
Lord's  extraordinary  assistance  and  direction  of  tins  AawmUy. 


APPENDIX. 
No.  IIL 

Aooouni  of  the  Rising  which  ended  in  Me  defeat  ai  Pendandj 
anno  1666. 


[It  hai  been  asserted,  bv  some  writer*,  that  this  rifing  wai  premeditated,  and  the  rcruU  of  m  pbn 
concerted  with  the  Whigs  of  England  and  the  Republicans  of  Holland.  This,  howcvo-,  wttnafe 
the  case.  1  hat  the  peojile^  goaded  by  oppression,  talked  among  themselves  of  resiJtiQf  11,  we 
.  may  well  suppoite :  and  it  a  Ira  appears,  that  some  of  the  better  cla&scs  had  held  consultxtioiii  is 
to  the  practicability  of  redressing  the  wrongs  of  their  injured  country.  Nay,  it  U  e^en  cntain 
that  a  plan  was  formed,  in  the  eummcr  of  that  year,  for  seiring  the  principal  forts  in  the  Unf- 
dom,  and  that  the  person*  embarked  in  it  had  some  correspondence  on  the  subject  with  the 
government  of  the  United  Provinces.  Thii  plan,  however,  miscarried  ;  and  it  does  not  seem  that 
•  there  wa*  the  least  connection  between  it  and  the  rising  in  Galloway.  The  pri^-y  council  were 
unable,  by  all  tlieir  inquiries,  aided  by  the  utmost  severities  of  the  torture,  to  elicit  or  extort  the 
slightest  evidence  of  previous  concert  among  those  who,  on  that  occasion,  betook  dtemidvei  to 
arms,  or  of  any  correspondence  between  them  and  foreigner*.  It  appears  to  have  origtostfd  tcJriy 
In  an  accidental  ecu  me  between  a  small  party  of  Turner's  soldiers  and  some  coUDtrynea,  who 
indignantly  opposed  their  violence.  To  this,  it  has  generally  been  ascribed.  Such  wUltw  found 
to  be  the  account  given  of  it  in  the  follouing  Narrative;  which  is  extracted  from  Blaekadder^s 
Memoirs,  as  quoted  by  Mr.  Crichton,  in  his  Life  of  that  Worthy.  It  is  sufficiently  minute  for 
every  purpose  for  which  its  introduction  here  can  be  useful,  and  as  to  its  fidelity  there  an  be  no 
tloubt  J— &X-  BlackaddCT's  Memoiri. 


On  Monday,  the  12th  of  Norember,  it  fell  out  that  (M'Lellan  of)  Baraeobe^and 
other  threes  who  had  been  some  time  under  hiding,  adventured  to  come  dawn 
from  the  hills  to  a  little  town  caUed  the  Ckudian  of  Dairy,  wheve  four  of  Tumff^a 
men  were  qqartersd.  It  was  early  in  the  forenoon ;  foi^  hunger,  and  lying  in  tfaa 
cold  ndn,  had  brought  them  from  the  mountaina.     Thsy  came  into  an  i  '  ' 


*  This  letter  was  re«l  August  nth,  1643.  in  the  Scnts  Geaeral  AmmUkf,  as  H  atsndf  la  fka 

OoUsction  of  the  acts  Cliereof  from  1638  to  '1019,  page  S03k 
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Ib^  £»ir  •«14ki»  M*4  bMUid  Ml  tld  inaahiahi»j«wDhouM^  and  nvvra  tlwKtfiiiiif 
la.8tiithiwvtk<^  MiLaiftlUn<n  » liot  gridlioii,  btoMut ha oonld  notyay  Hte 
fhivdi  fiMii>  wlUdi  when  Ihflf  hMiid,  tkey  wwe  iwewritmed  to  Imem  thdr 
brtflHiMty  MidcD  tfttlMliMifle;  wher*  fiadiof  the  maa  bound,  thejreeilod  to  the 
Mldien,  **  Why  do  70  Uod  tho  old  ann.?'*  They  enofreredy  <«How  doo  yen 
obalkvv"  ?"  SooM  ai  tho  rowfiny  oAcin^  to  looee  him,  tho  aoldieri  drew 
en  then  wiih  their  aworde;  and  one  of  Baneobo'a  company  ahot  a  pletol 
loaden  with  tobaoeo  stopple^  which  wounded  on^  and  made  hira  fiUL  Tho 
eoldieia  violanUy  amaaiting,  eeme  othera  wan  wonnded,  and  all  fbor  aur- 
aendored  thMoaelvee  priaooen.  Tliia  report  eoon  veaehed  Rilmerldlanj  where 
a-  party  with  a  miniator  ,were  at  pn^or,  who»  fearing  to  be  hmniivadi  eelaad 
■ixteen  <tf  Sir  Jamee'e  men  that  were  qoartered  in  tiio  neighbourhood.  Having^ 
onoe  embarlMd»  ftar  made  them  pi^oeed,  ae  Tnmcr»  they  knew,  would  make 
tendUe  reprieala.  They  reeolvod  to  lie  beforehand  with  him,  and  to  eur- 
priee  liim  and  his  garrison  at  Dmnfiriee.  They  eent  private  adTertiapnent 
through  the  cmntvy,  that  aU  who  w«»«cady  shouid  oMtaa  in  oompanjoi  to  Iron- 
gray  Wrk^  on  Wedneeday  night,  tiiat  they  might  enter  Dumfiiee  by  daybraafc. 
ILrm  they  ooold  mnstnr,  tho  sua  wao  Jxp. ;  and  it  waa  ten  o'clock  befbire  they  g^  to 
Pumfriee.  Xhey  appraached  without  giving  tho  leaat  eurpriee.  Turner  and  hia 
men  wen  ap  eoeuaa,  th^  liad  not  even  a  watch  or  eeatinel  at  die  bridge  thatleada 
Ijnom  GaUoway  to  tho  town.  Thgsf  wen  fifty  hon^  prodded  with  doahi  girded 
over  tiieir  elioulder  iof  fighting  and  about  two  Imndeed  Ibot.  '^■"^rilH  in 
order,  they  came  to  the  Bridgend  of  Dumfriee,  their  commander  riding  "before. 
The  horse  marched  into  tho  town;  tho  foot  itayed  without  Cenaek  and  Kobln- 
esOf -with  other  two>  wen  to  ride  up  fnlddy  to  Turner's  quarter^  tlie  rest  of  tha 
party  to  fojlow  at  a  little  dietanoe*  When  tho  four  came  to  the  foot  of  the  stair, 
and  foregainsfc  the  wfaidow  when  Turner  lodged*  ho  waa  in  bed ;  but  hearing  a 
noiae  of  horsey  he  same  running  on  tho  alaita,  to  tito  window,  in  hie  nigfea  gown» 
Seeing  Coraick,  frith  olhtfi,  he  crieo»  «  Qnfften,  gentknen;  for  Cfari8t*a  sake, 
fuartecs :  there  elnll  be  no  nrfeCanesb"  Whennpen  CoraiKiE^  a  meek  and  geno- 
reus  gentleman,  cried  to  him,  "  If  you  oome  down  to  us,*  and  make  no  rerfstanoe, 
entile  word  of  ngcntlemoa  you  ahaU  hove  ^lartea.**  While  Aey  wen  epeaklngV 
the  comnumder  comee  up,  and  aeiaing  Turner,  preeented  a  pietel,  or  cambins^  to 
have  shot  him;  but  Corsaek  interfiBTsd,  eaying^  **  Yon  AaQ  aa  eoon  kitt  me ;  finr 
I  have  given  him  qnarterib"     So  he  fo^ora. 

A  party  waa  eent  up  to  aearch  hia  roomi^  and  bring  down  hia  papen  and 
trunks,  which  wen  mudi  en^tied^  ha  having  befon  eent  tho  money  he  had  ex- 
acted in  oppression,  to  Gbagow,  ail  heard  aay-y  In  aomakMals.  Theybroiqihthfan- 
eelf  down  etain  in  his  night  gown,  night  cop^  draweis,  and  sooka»  and  set  hfan  on 
a  little  beaet  barebecked,  with  a  halter  on  tho  beaat'a  head,  and  carried  him  to- 
waxda  the  onas;  where,  to  show  tfieir  foynhy,  they  diank  the Idng^e. health. 
ParUee  wen  eent  hen  and  then  to  apprehend  the  net  of  the  eoldlers,  one  of 
whom  only^  waa  killed.  Then  they  carried  him  through  the  town,  out  at  tho 
Nether-port,  and  a  spaee  down  tho  river,  to  a  gncii,  by  Nitheidei  over  agalmt  the 
Urk  of  Troqueer,  he  being  aU  along  in  a  gnat  pajrio,  eapecUng  tliey  wen  going 
to  hang  him  up  with  great  eolemnity.  After  a  little  oonkakatlon,  they  nturn 
with  him  in  the  same  poetun  to  hie  quartera,  and  bade  him  mako  nady  to  go 
with  them.  They  waned  all  the  faduKUtantn  to  bring  the  arma  they  had  to  the 
ooas,  and  then  they  wen  dealt  out  aasong  the  foot.  In  the  afternoon,  they 
marched  him  and  other  prleonen  towarda  the  vrast  oanntry,  ooertafai  what  was 
to  be  the  issue  of  tiile  sudden  adventure.  t 

During  all  this  time^  then  vne  no  appeaianee  of  eHr  among  all  the  gentlemen 
and  noblonen  in  the  country  to  aeeiet  or  dppeaa  them ;  eo^  in  the  afternoon,  tiiey 
marched  with  hfan  and  the  neat  of  theh*  priaonen  the  length  of  the  Mrk  of  ^en. 
eaim,  when  moot  of  than  kept  fuard^  and  am  eome  from  them  to  advertise 
aame  hi  tha  wiat  oomtry  of  what  vraa  dona  tb«%  that  they  might  be  in  readiness 
m  their  caning  np.  However*,  they  wen  in  great  perplerity,  getting  eo  Uttlo 
tmi^saae  to  their  oompany*  by.reaaen  the  country  eould  not  be  ready,  being  eo 

oriesd.     After  t^ey  had  met  with  soma  ont  of  a  fcw  parfdise  In  the  vrest»  they 
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enm  to  tin  tMm  o€  Unarlc.  wiMra  it  Is  add,  ihef  \ 
the  g;rMtMt  tk«y  liad,  and  tlura  thaf  mttmaif  RMirid  tl»  < 
wordof  exhortatUmbyMmvl;  Dal^d,  with  kis  ma^  btinf  «!  tkeoMtU*  of 
the  watarw     It  is  askl,  thsj  hftd  the  best  oppertqnity  then  to  have  iam^tkt,  and 
their  men  were  most  woelnte      This  was  on  Monday  bsfcn  Peoliand;  hot  ahaa 
niof  that  opportunity,  they  reeelTod  to  maveh,  and  did  aareh  that  night,  to  the 
paiiah  of  Bathgate,  being  In  expectation  tlnra  to  meet  with  a  reemit.     Hoir 
erer,  tliat  night  bei^g  both  dark  and  stormy,  with  wilids  and  ratn»  and  the  mareh 
lar,  (about  SamUea,)  many  wandered  and  feU  off.    VIThen  they  eame  to  Bathgate^ 
there  liad  been  a  company  of  gentlemen  met,  who,  upon  bearing  their  appmeh, 
fled  hard  into  Lithgow,  ahvmiog  them  with  great  ftar.     On  tlia  menvw,  bchsg 
Thursday,  tliey  marched  toward  CoUington,  wliere  tliey  kept  guard*  and  ^pmr 
tered  some  places  thereabout.     That  night,  some  Lothian  guntkimwi  feD  apsn 
hoM^  *wliera  some  of  tliem  were,  shot  in  at  the  windows  and  IdUed  one  of  them 
But  afuor  that  alarm,  tlie  oonntry  peoj^  getting  to  their  horsey  pnimsd  them 
nesr  to  £UUnburgh. 

After  this,  being  anzioas  what  to  do  in  tiiat  md  pootnre,  ^e  enemy  UL 
lowing,  and  all  the  oountry  appearing  as  dieir  enemJee,  they  resolTod  to  msrch 
hack  toward  Galloway  and  Nithldale,  and  eune  the  lengdi  of  Pentland  HOls,  five 
or  six  milee  from  Edinburgh,  when  they  drew  up  to  reftwh  themselves  a  Utde. 
This  mean  time,  a  party  of  the  life  Guards  being  eosamanded  off  Dahdd's  army, 
appeared  aosong  the  liills  about  11  o'dodc  of  the  day,  against  wiiich  the  country, 
men  commanded  forth  a  party  of  their  horse,  whidi  encountering  with  tiiem,  put 
them  to  the  (light,  and  killed  seme.  Here  Mr.  Andrew  M'CormSek  and  Mr. 
John  Crookahanks  were  killed,  on  the  country  people's  side. 

When  this  was  past,  they  ndght  haTe  had  thne  to  march  forwaid ;  Ibr,  It  Is 
said,  for  thne  hours*  time  the  bo^  of  Dalslers  army  did  not  ^»pear  t  howevery 
they  staid  till  they  mw  timm  appear.  Dal>iel*s  men  eent  forth  a  party  of  their 
horss^  and  the  countrymen  eent  forth  a  party  of  theirs,  and  afW  some  Bttle 
oeniiot,  Dalxiel*8  men  did  run ;  the  other  pursued  them  near  to  their  body,  and 
then  alaa  retired  to  llMir  body,  whbh  stood  on  the  knows.  Afler  thH  a  greater 
party  on  the  other  wing,  from  Dalsiel**  army,  did  ad▼ane^  the  rmt  IbBowlng. 
The  eonntrymen  had  resotred  to  draw  forth  thehr  man  both  on  the  ri^t  and  left 
wing ;  but  only  thoee  on  the  left  had  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  did  ag^n  gifa 
tksm  enough  to  do  on  that  hand,  but  were  not  so  readily  eeeonded  by  thoae  on 
the  right  hand.  Being  thronged  and  orerpowered  widi  multitudes,  tiiey  were 
forced  to  wheel  and  -runt  the  enemy  haring  broken  their  right  wing  era  they  were 
back;  so.th^aU  fled.  About  45  of  the  countrymen  were. killed  en  iSkm  phet, 
and  about  100  taken  priaenem,  and  brought  faito  Edinburgh  that  night.  In 
piovldeneek  the  night  ftUim,  ere  the  oanfliot  was  ended,  whioh  was  nmde  a  mean 
of  the  country  people's  escaping. 

The  prisonsrs  were  aiamined  that  night  before  the  oonndL  Soaaa  of  theas, 
wlio  were  designed  to  die  preeently,  were  put  in  the  tolboo^  The  rest  were 
shut  within  the  west  end  <tf  St.  Gylm's  kirk,  caBed  Haddock's  HcU;  where 
maiiy,  being  wounded,  died  of  their  wounds.  Strong  guards  of  the  towMsaen 
were  appointed  to  watoh  that  phase  erery  night.  Howerer,  by  eomelionest  wo- 
man's carsAilness,  In  God's  proTidenoe,  eeremlof  them  were  stolen  out  in  dlsguke^ 
now  and  then,  tiH  at  length  a  way  was  fonnd  to  get  Haddock's  Hold  broken,  so 
that  all  eemped  after  they  had  lain  there  abent  a  quarter  of  a  year,  and  no  noise 
was  made  to  seareh  for  them  again;  eo  that  they,  with  oOMn  who  had  escaped, 
lurked  in  Edinburgh  tm  snaunsr.  While  fai  prison,  they  were  kbidly  entertained 
by  the  town's' people,  as  also  after  their  eeoapa. 

As  for  the  root  of  the  history  of  tUa  sad  disaster,  and  the  executions  of  tiboos 
whosuifersd,  with  tiMiir  exedent  speeehes,  Irsfertothat  book  sailed  NapbtsH ; 
which  partioularly  sets  down  thefar  namea.  I  ahall  only  notice  that  it  wm  gready 
wondered,  that  eneh  a  poor  faieenaiderable  party  of  countrymen,  eo  badly  armed 
^  they  weta,eo  outwearied  with  eoU,  travel,  and  hunger,  should  ever  hato  engaged 
euch  a  fermidable  en«my;  they  being  scarco  900  of  them,  and  engaged  i^ainet  8,000 
hofM  and  foot,  beildm  a  gvmt  multitude,  attendants  of..Boblemen  and  gentlemen 
hi  the  oountry,  all  weU-annsd  with  all  mannsr  of  ftrnitnre,  for  war  offensive  and 
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lefenahB ;  Mid  yH,  not  oidy  In  the  mornhif ,  tnit  tiri«e  In  lfa«  afletnoon,  thef 
both  fitttd  th«m  and  naolutely  fonfht,  tin  th^  were  aUe  to  do  no  more,  bein^ 
pppre-ed  with  muhitadee.  It  is  not  known  what  nomber  of  Dabicl't  men  fcU 
that  day;  bat  those  who  stood  on  the  hOI,  when  the  second  party  charged  the 
enemy,  sn^  chased  them  int^  the  body,— eome  honest  men,  1  say,  who  stood 
among  the  rest  and  saw  It,  affirm,  they  saw  many  empty  horses  run  into  the  body 
of  Dalziel's  army. 

AH  this  time  'Himer  renuUned  In  their  hands,  and  was  condncted  akmg  with 
them,  under  an  escort  of  sixteen  horMnen,  as  they  were  not  mastsr  of  a  sfnglo 
prison,  or  gairisoa,  fai  aH  Seotfanid.  On  the  erening  of  the  battle  he  made  his 
escape,— by  making  a  covenant  wHk  his  keeper^  that  if  tiiey  preserred  his  Ufe 
at  that  time  he  should  presenre  their's  hi  cmm  of  the  king's  forces*  victory :— a 
serrioe  which  he  afterwards  attempted,  but  eould  not  accomplish.  It  b  also  to 
be  noted,  that  tiuit  people  was  little  given  to  revenge ;  that,  thoogh  they  had  been 
much  proToked  by  that  cruel  tyrant,  yet,  fHien  they  got  him  in  their  hand%  they 
did  not  so  nradi  as  offer  him  a  stroke,  but  took  him  prisoner,  and  gave  him  fair 
quarters  wherever  they  travelled. 


APPENDIX. 

No.  IV. 

Account  ef  the  Rismg  which  ended  in  the  defeat  at  BoihwM4mdge^ 
annoy  1679. 


which  WM  pnbMMd  in  the  vtsr  1761,  and  vMdi,  be  infonni  ni,  was  compiled  ttma  twelve 
^UftrcDt  Bunuacriiita,  written  Vrpenom  of  greet  integrity,  who  were  Mrmbegi  of  the  Couodl  of 
War  on  tbo  occaaioQ  referred  taj  " 


Vkou  whai  hasben  already  rdated  in  tide  work,  we  may  casOy  form  a  Judgment 
m€  the  dismal  state  of  tho  nation  on  aeeount  of  Uie  arbitrary  proceedings  of  thoee 
who  had  the  managemsnt  of  aftdrs^'and  tiie  cansslem  severities  wUefa-many  inno- 
«not  people  endured. 

The  rigorous  and  military  ezecotlsB  of  the  sanguinary  laws,  liow  In  font, 
could  not  bat  exasperate  those  who  were  by  this  means  robbed  of  thefar  liberty 
nnd  property,  and  of  every  thing  that  was  dear  and  valuable,  especially  as  opprsa- 
■ions  of  tvsry  kind  were  stiU  incrsaslng.  AH  legal  methods  of  rsdress  were  cat 
nff  from  tba  poor  suflbring  people.  What  then  could  they  do?  Surely  one  may 
think,  tiuil  it  was  incumbent  upon  them  to  fiUl  upon  measures  for  gettfasg  frsm 
under  the  fSset  of  their  cruel  oppressors:  tar  who  could  choose  to  continue  In 
misery,  If  they  could  by  any  lawiful  justifiable  method,  extricate  themselves  firem 
It  ?  They  were  most  averss  to  take  arms,  until  they  were  forced  to  it  in  their 
own  defence.  And  though  they  were  obliged  to  have  recourss  to  this  expedient, 
yet  they  never  desired  to  have  an  opportunity  of  making  uss  of  it ;  but,  being 
dedarod  rebek  on  this  aeeount,  they  were  constrained  to  perssiei's  in  it,  till  the 
fury  of  the  persecutors  drove  them  to  the  rising  we  are  now  to  give  an  account  o& 

Wbon  they  found  that  small  meetings  were  more  eipoesd  to  danger  than  greater 
^ssemblieo^  they  altered  their  method,  and  reeoHed  to  amemble  fai  one  meeting,  in 
€tk(m  plaoes  which  thsy  appnliendei  stood  In  meet  need  of  the  go^el,  and  whefts 
«hey  might  meet  tsfo^ier  with  the  greatest  safety.  They  who  thus  assembled 
were  generally  thoee  who  were  averse  to  the  Indulgence,  and  the  aceepten  of  it ;' 
and  many  of  tiMB  cams  armsd.     TIm  erdsrs  given  to  the  soldiery  and  the  sswo 
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Jbwt  iQftd*  OB  MOMmt  of  Ae  JEMaate't  deitk,  tended  to  lacivMa  thelt  vmbcei* 
but  the  divieieiM  Mcasiofiedl>y  the  nnhsfipy  iodul^enoe  were  of  great  dieadraatafe 
to  them,  and  at  last  prored  their  ruin. 

The  Bumbera  of  the  pereeciited  party  on  the  occasion  we  refer  to  belaf  eooBdcr- 
aUy  aufinentedy  Mr.  Robert  Hraiilton«  brother  to  the  I«ird  of  PseetOn,  and 
eoBM  othen,  movod  that  something  might  be  done  as  a  testimony  against  the 
ini^oitf  of  the  times.  Accordingly,  after  serious  consideration  and  prayer,  thef 
naeolTed  to  continue  to  hear  the  goapel,  notwithstanding  all  the  dangcfs  to  which 
they  might  be  expoeed,  and  to  publish  to  the  world  their  testimony  to  tiie  truth 
and  cause  which  they  owned,  and  against  the  sins  and  defections  of  the  times;  la 
oeqaequenoe  of  this  reec^ntion,  the  eaid  Mr.  Hamilton,  together  with  Mr.  Thomas 
Douglas,  one  of  the  preachers,  and  about  eighty  armed  men,  were  pitched  u^on  to  ge 
to  some  public  place  to  pubUsh  their  declaration,  and  bum  the  papers  mentioned  in 
U.  They  judged  that  the  29th  of  May  was  the  most  proper  time  6>r  patting  this 
into  execution.  Accordingly,  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  they  osioo  to  Ruther- 
glen,  a  small  royal  burgh  two  miles  from  Glasgow,  where  they  extinguished  the 
bonfires,*  put  their  resolution  in  practice,  and  af&xed  a  copy  of  their  dedaratioa 
to  the  market-cross ;  the  following  is,  according  to  the  copy  of  it,  sulQoined  to 
the  luformatory  vindication. 

'<  As  the  Lord  has  been  pleased  stlU  to  Iceep  and  presei-re  his  interest  in  this 
land,  by  the  testimonies  of  some  faithful  witnesses  from  the  beginning ;  so  in  <mr 
day,  sinne  have  not  been  wanting,  who,  through  the 'greatest  hazards,  have  added 
their  testimonies  to  those  who  have  gone  before  them,  by  suffering  death,  banish- 
ment, tortures,  forfeitures,  imprisonments,  and  what  not,  firom  a  perfidioas  and 
eruel  adversary  to  the  church  and  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Savionr  Jeans  Qiriet 
in  the  laud :  therefore  we,  owning  the  same  interest  of  Christ,  according  to  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  and  the  national  and  solemn  league  and  cotenaat,  desire  to  aidd 
our  testimony  to  the  testimonies  of  the  Worthies  that  have  gone  before  us,  (thoogh 
we  be  unworthy,  yet  hoping  we  are  true  members  of  the  church  of  Scotland,)  and 
that  against  all  things  done  prejudicial  to  his  interest,  finom  the  beginning  ot  the 
wwk  of  reformation,  espedally  from  1618  to  1660,  but  more  particularty  firom 
the  said  year  1660,  and  downwards,  against  the  aels  following.  Am  against  the 
act  of  supremacy,  the  declaration  whereby  our  covenants  were  cnademnod ;  ths 
net  for  the  eversion  of  the  established  government  ef  the  churdi,  and  (or  eatablish- 
Ing  of  abjured  Prelacy ;  the  act  rescissory  of  aU  acta  of  pertlamenta  and  siweinliliwi 
for  establishing  the  government  of  the  church  according  to  the  word';  the  net  ef 
GUsgow  putting  the  same  in  execution,  whereby,  at  one  time,  were  violently  eait 
out  above  three  hundred  aainieters,  vrithout  any  legal  procedure ;  likewise  the  aat 
for  appointing  an  holy  anniversary-day  to  bo  kept  every  29th  of  May,  for  giving 
thanks  for  the  settiag  up  an  usurped  power,  destroying  the  Inttfcst  of  Christ  in 
the  land,  whereby  the  creature  is  set  up  to  be  worshipped  in  the  room  of  our 
greet  Redeemer,  and  a  powo*  ia  assumed  which  is  proper  to  the  Lord  only ;  for 
the  appointingof  ordiAances  in  his  church,  as  particularly  the  government  tliam< 
aeid  the  keeping  of  holidays,  bek>ngeth  to  no  prince,  prelate^  nor  penon  on  earth, 
bat  only  to  our  Lord  Redeemer.  And  farther,  we  give  our  testimony  against  all 
■infill  and  unlawful  acts  emittwd  and  executed,  publidkod,  and  prosecuted  by  them, 
against  our  covenanted  reformation.  And,  for  oonfirmttkion  of  this  our  tesdmony, 
we  do  here  this  day,  being  the  29th  of  May,  1679,  publicly  and  meet  jusOy  burn 
tha  aforesaid  acts  at  this  cross  of  Rutherglen,  being  the  chief  bmgfa  of  the  aether 
waffd  of  Clydesdale,  as  they  perfidiously  and  bUsphemoody  have  burnt  oar  holy 
oovanants  trough  several  cities  of  theee  covenanted  kingdoms.  We  hope  none 
wifl  take  exoq»tion  at  our  not  subscribing  this  our  testimony,  being  so  solemnly 
given ;  for  we  are  ready  to  do  it,  if  necessary,  and  to  enlaige  It  with  all  oar  foith- 
tid  soffering  Inothren  in  the  land.** 

When  this  deoUration  was  published,  Mr.  Hamilton  and  the  rest  retired  from 
Authsqglon  towards  £vaadak  and  Newmills.  This  affoir  made  a  great  noiss 
both  at  Glasgow  and  Bdinburgh.    Graham  of  Qaverhouse,  (afterwards  Vhsoouat 


•  Kbwflsd,  on  oecitfkm  of  the  Aaaliiswii  j  cbgenre<  oo  thst  dsy,  ia  hanousertho  Bostowtkfc 
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DtuWfefy)  Having  anllmlted  powers  to  IdQ  and  dfl«troy  all  lie  found  la  armv 
-mun^  Btfddebly  upon  the  town  of  Hamilton  on  Saturday  afternoon,  the  Slat  <tf 
Hfity,  and  in  'Q»  neiglibourhood  seized  Mr.  John  King;,  uid  about  fourteen  othen, 
who  wera  not  fai  arms,  nor  .had  any  ddng  laid  to  their  charge.  They  who 
^aoi^ed,  and  iome  who  joined  them  tn  order  to  rescue  Mr.  King,  repaired  to  the 
meeting,  which  they  heard  was  to  be  at  Loudon-hill  next  day,  expecting  assittanco 


Mean  while  Ckvexliottse,  having  likewise  intelfigence  of  Ihat  meeting,  and  ro- 
•ftlriBf  to  disperse  it,  marched  early  from  Hamflton  on  S{^)bath  morning  the  first' 
of  Jnne,  1670,  and  carried  his  prisoners  with  him  hound  two  and  two,  his  men 
dri-Hiig  them  before  diem  like  so  many  sheep.  PubUc  worship  was  begun  by  Mr.  . 
Douglas  when  they  were  Informed  of  QaTerhouse's  approach.  Upon  this,  aZl 
who  ware  sormed,  resolved  to  leave  the  meeting,  f^  the  soldiers,  and  if  posaibU 
relieve  the  prisoners.  Accordingly,  about  40  horse  and  150  or  200  foot  came 
tip  with  Clavcrhonse  and  his  party  near  Drumclog,  and  after  a  short  and  close 
cDgagement  defeated  them,  and  rescued  the  prisoners.  Claverhonse  had  his  horse 
AoC  imder  him,  and  narrowly  escaped ;  above  20  of  the  soldiers  were  killed,  and 
ievend  taleen  prisoners,  whom  they  released  upon  their  being  disarmed.  The 
eoiiiitry>men  lost  not  above  two  or  three. 

The  country  people  after  this  action,  resolved,  alnce  they  could  not  separate 
withoat  evfdetit  hazard,  to  keep  together  till  they  saw  how  matters  would  tUn^ 
out.  They  raarehed  (hat  night  to  Hamilton,  whilst  Claverhouse  escaped  to  Gla»- 
gow,  and  alarmed  the  solditfs  there.  Next  day, « Mr.  Hamilton,  and  those  who 
joiaed  them  in  their  march,  being  too  much  fludied  with  their  success,  marched 
to  Glasgow,  and  entered  the  town  about  ten  o'clock ;  but  after  six  or  eight  mere 
kUM,  and  two  or  three  wounded,  they  were  obliged  to  quit  the  place,  and  retire 
to  Hamilton,  where  they  pitdied  a  sort  of  camp. 

Such  was  the  inhumanity  of  the  soldiers,  that  seven  dead  bodies  ky  on  the  street 
from  eleven  hi  Ae  forenoon  till  night ;  and  when  they  wtre  taken  Into  houses  to 
he  dresnd  Ibr  their  burial,  the  aoldlers  came  and  stripped  them  of  their  drad 
dotiiea ;  nay,  when  they  permitted  tiiem  id  be  buried,  none  durst  appear  to  per- 
form tbii  service  but  vromen,  whom,  notwithstanding,  the  soldiers  attacked,  cut- 
thsf  Ibe  paHs  with  their  swords.  When  the  women  used  their  plaids  for  palls, 
the  aoldlers  took  their  plaids  ttam  them.  In  short,  they  were  obliged  to  set  the 
eafina  in  tiie  alms-house,  near  the  High  Church,  where  they  conUnoed  tiU  the 
aeldtersleft  Glasgow. 

Eariy  on  the  Sd  of  Jane,  the  Council  met,  and,  having  received  a  felse  account 
of  thes^  transactions,  Issued  a  proclamation  against  the  rebds,  as  they  called  them. 
The  Council  issued  another  proclamation,  ordering  the  militia  to  rendezvous,  and 
to  JvIb  Mt  aet  with  the  regular  fbrces,  under  severe  penalties ;  and  ordering  all 
tfto  herfton  ami  finseholders  to  attend  the  King's  host :  and  made  all  preparations 
dMy  jttdjged  necessary  for  suppressing  the  reboHoriy  as  it  was  termed. 

On  tile  same  day.  Lord  Ross,  and  the  officers  in  Glasgow,  finding  that  the 
gatberli^  of  the  country  people  still  increased,  marched  with  the  forces  to  Kil- 
ayA,  and  terried  with  them  in  carts  some  of  the  wounded  countrymen,  who  fell 
Into  their  hands,  and  on  the  6th  were  joined  by  the  Earl  of  Linlithgow  at  Labert- 
nrulr ;  but  being  fahdy  informed  that  the  west  country  army  was  8,000  strong^ 
they  wrote  to  the  Council,  that  it  was  the  general  sense  of  the  officers^  that  his 
MBJaiy  shonhi  be  appUed  to  for  assistance  from  England. 

Mean  while,  matters  were  so  managed  at  Court,  that  the  Duke  of  Monmouth 
vraa  pitched  upon  to  command  an  army  for  suppressing  the  insurrection.  When 
Ibe  Cooncfl  received  the  news  of  this,  they,  on  the  15th,  wrote  to  court,  and  pro« 
posed  that  Dalzlel  might  be  made  Lieutenant- General  under  the  Duke. 

The  snooess  which  the  countrymen  met  vrith  at  Drumclog,  gave  opportunity  to 
many  to  join  them  from  all  quarters,  considering  the  necessity  there  was  to  assist 
them  in  this  extremity,  and  that  they  themselves  were  liable  to  the  same  danger 
i¥om  their  enn^ed  enemies.  They  never,  as  Mr.  Wodrow  thinks,  exceeded  4^000, 
though  Echard  would  have  them  to  be  17,000,  when  they  were  routed  at  Both- 
weB  ;  hut  then  many  were  but  ill  armed,  and  It  was  their  lots  that  they  had  fiat 
oAfcers  who  understood  the  art  of  war. 
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When  the  Kiiif's  fcroeileft  Glasgow,  Hr.  Weloh  snd  terenl  ttiMnc 
from  Carrick,  and  interred  the  bodiee  of  thoae  who  had  ben  killed  in  the  late  at- 
tempt, together  with  the  heada  of  the  euAnm  for  FeotlaBd.  They  had  diawid 
the  nice  IdndMSi  to  the  heads  and  hand*  of  those  which  had  ben  aet  op  at  Kft- 
inamock,  Irvine,  and  Ayr,  and  were  well  reoeiTed  bj  the  goad  peaple  ararj 
where,  as  tiiey  marched  ^ong . 

It  belnff^agreed  upon  to  publish  a  dedaration  to  the  wotld,  showing  the  veaasas 
of  their  eondnct,  Mr.  Hamilton,  who  took  upon  him  the  fwnmand,  Mr.  Hit^Ibi^ 
Mr.  CaiigUI,  and  aome  others,  were  of  opinion,  that  the  iDdulgenee  ehonld  be  can- 
demned  in  It.  This,  howrrar,  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Welch,  the  LaiM  of  Kalt- 
Udi,  and  others ;  bat  Mr.  Hamilton  and  his  adherents  bein^  more  lOBmrmm,  the 
following  general  declaration  was  agreed  to  by  tiie  mi||orlty : — 

**  We,  who  are  here  proridentlally  conTened  in  oor  own  deteee^  for  pgefentiiy 
and  remoring  the  mistakes  and  misapprehendons  of  all,  «ipeoially  of  thoae  when 
we  wish  to  be  and  hope  are  frieods,  do  declare  oor  present  purpooes  a^  endea 
Tours  to  be  only  in  vindication  and  defmoe  of  the  true  refbrmed  religkm  la  tea 
profesrioo  and  doctrine,  as  we  stand  obliged  thereunto  by  our  national  and  esleaaa 
league  and  covenants,  and  that  solemn  acknowledgment  of  sins,  and  impasmial 
to  duties,  made  and  taken  in  the  year  1648,  deoUrlDg  agalnft  Poetry,  Pkabcf, 
Erastianiam,  and  aH  tUngs  depending  therel^wn." 

At  another  meeting,  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  ihoee  of  his  aentfaBSBts^  ■MVBd,«tknl 
tiiey  might  observe  a  day  of  Ihstln;  and  humiliatioQ  before  they  dioald  be  ei^^ed 
-witii  the  enemy.  They  who  were  of  different  aentimenta  firam  Mr.-  HamiltsB 
would  not  agree  to  his  reasons  of  'humiliation,  and  so  no  ftst  was  kepL  Tbos^ 
divisions  broke  this  little  army,  before  they  were  broken  by  the  enemy. 

When  the  cause  of  their  appearing  and  oontinninf  in  arms  oame  to  be  *«Mfa^«H 
at  a  meeting  of  the  officers,  which  they  called  a  coioial  of  war,  Mr.  Hamihaa  and 
his  adherents  were  for  having  It  stated  upon  the  footing  of  the  Buthcfglon  decla- 
ration; but  they  who  fhvoured  the  indulgence  propoecd,  that  the  Kiqg*a  authsffjty 
should  be  expressly  owned,  according  to  the  3d  artide  of  the  aolemn  ki^pw  and 
covenant  Against  this  it  was  argued,  that,  as  they  had  made  no  dufliilhm 
against  him,  so  they  must  be  excused,  and  not  uiged  to  dedars  potitiwtly  i&t  him ; 
especially  as  he  was  now  in  a  stated  opposition  to  the  intereet  of  Chiiat,  and  had, 
upon  the  matter,  declared  war  against  his  people,  and  aH  the  prsasat  oppedtJan, 
cruelty,  and  persecution  in  Scotland,  for  redress  of  iHiioh  they  were  new  appear- 
ing, were  cairied  on  in  his  name.  Hie  covenants,  they  saicC  only  baand  thtiui 
to  him,  in  the  preservation  and  defenee  of  the  true  religien,  and  the  ffiarties  of 
»he  kingdoms ;  but  the  king  had  actually  overturned  the  tme  nUgloBi,  est  ap 
Prelaoy  and  ErastianJsm,  ruined  the  covenanted  work  of  leftyimatlea,  invaded  the 
liberties  of  the  kingdom,  persecuted  to  the  death  the  aeserters  of  both,  and  pWaiy 
broke  the  conditions  of  government  sworn  at  his  coronation.  To  tide  it  was  aa- 
awered,  That,  in  1638,  the  Assembly  and  covenanters  owned  the  Klqg^  aatho- 
rity,  though  he  had  dedared  war  against  them ;  That  this  method  of  throwing 
off  the  King's  authority,  would  obstruct  the  redress  of  thdr  grkvaaeei^  aod  fraa. 
trate  the  design  of  their  i^tpearance.  But  here  the  reader  mast  oboerv%  that  Mr. 
Hamilton  and  his  adherents  proposed  no  dedaratk>n  against  the  King's  hiwftd 
authority,  only  would  not  podtlvdy  mention  him  or  his  interest  in  the  declara 
tion  t  and  It  Is  certain,  that  what  they  asserted,  ooneeming  the  King*e  oppaeiliua 
to  the  true  rdlglon,  &c.  was  &ct.  How  fkr  their  inference  was  Jaa^  mast  be 
left  with  the  reader.  However,  they  who  opposed  Bfr.  Hamilton  and  his  ad- 
herents so  far  prevailed,  as  on  the  13th  of  June  to  get  a  dedaratioB  pahHshed  ai 
Glasgow,  called  the  HamSton  Dedttratkm,  whodn  t^  King  s  interest  ia  suiyesd| 
asserted.  The  reader  may  easOy  see,  that  this  little  army  must  hare  laboared 
nnder  great  disadvantages  from  their  divisions,  when  the  aoemy  was  eaml*g  i^on 
them.      '^ 

Here  it  win  be  proper  to  return  to  the  King's  vmy.  Thf  tfiny  under  the 
command  of  the  earl  of  Linlithgow  being  cantoned  about  E^dinbnrgli,  came  oa  the 
17th  to  KIrkhill-park,  bdonging  to  Lord  Cardroos,  who  suffered  mudb  at  this 
time  by  the  sddlers.  On  the  IBth,  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  came  to  Edinburgh, 
and  was  admitted  a  privy-oounsellor.     On  the  19th,  he  went  to  the  arasy,  aad 
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nwdi 9i  dofHf  towtrdi  lUmilftMi.  Mot  dny,  he  MBt  to  tiM  Couiea,  omplida. 
ittf  dMi  their  novli  wm  riiMJtd  fer  want  of  praffWdu,  which  wm  ■nenrtingly 
.wDthim«  But  wne  thtoik  the  r— pm  •f  hk  Gwee'e  Jaw  motkni  wire,  bicMMt 
he  cxpeeled  aoiM  apiiUMlleD  to  be  nade  to  Um  1^  Aoee  new  hi  MOBB. 

On  the  90lhy  ^  Ceanitt  Meehred  a  lettv  firam  the  Kimg,  appvefing  of  thdr 
prooeedlDgi,  and  Mqairing  that  they  ehoold  proaeonto  the  rebele  with  fire  and 
aweH,  and  all  otiiv  eiliaaiiliee  of  war.  Ihew  warn  eorderi  ear  Mana^tn  were 
Nady  enough  tookef  $  aawfdiiii^y  thef  tmnaadttad  a  copy  of  hie  Bfi^erty*e  letter 
to  tiM  DolM^  whoee  amy  <>Mn  lay  whhln  two  mOea  of  the  Kirk  of  SliotB,  and 
waa  abont  ten  Ihtiiiiid  itroiif ,  which  waa  aora  than  twiea  the  onmbor  of  tiMee 
they  had  to  deaL  with. 

There  were,  at  tiila  time,  pafaia  taino  to  diapoea  tboae  in  anai  to  ky  befiore  the 
Dnhe  their  gitofaneee,  with  fraAaatuoe  ef  toy^  to  the  King ;  bnt.tbeir  dieoordi 
etUl  famwadng  did  aanoh  iienm%  Ibr,  aa  the  tfane  of  aetion  approached,  their 
nnmbeiB  deBreaaed  betee  tha  KAag^e  army  canm  up.  Whm  they  heard  of  Men* 
nseoth'e  airifaly  nmotloa  waa  made  to  modet their  enny,  and  piteh  . 
■aenre  aaware  beat  akflbd  to  mflitary  attJaa.  About  thii  time  a 
hnown,  caaae  into  one  ef  tJwJr  m  eetiiga  with  a  papeicy  aeheeai^  from  i 
t«o  and  olhma,  wUd^  they  eameeliy  dariied  aU  might  aign.  The  tenor  of  it 
was,  «<  We,  the  edkwa  of  the  Fkaebytoahn  army,  do  hereby  decbra,  ThatweUTo 
no  inten4ien  ar  dreigii  to  OfWlwu  the  gufanunenl^  eiril  or  ecfieilaariffll,  wliere- 
nnto  wn  are  eelemnly  awaan  by  oar  natjenal  and  aoleoi^  leagae  and  oavanent ;  and 
tiuit  if  ia  odr  jndgBMBt  and  opinftea»  tlmtaB  ooatttfa  now  In  oantnnrvay  be  fior* 
home  and  luftiiad  to  be  ilHianilmi  by  thrir  ptopv  jodieaftoriee,  tIs.  a  free  and 
nnlhnlted  BuilBaMnt,  and  a  hnrftd  General  Aeeembly."  But  both  theee  pro- 
yeada  ware  drepped  mr  a  tinier 

On  fialaaday  the  91et,  tha  oOe^a  met,  and  their  debatea  nm  higher  than 
ever,  though  ^e  King*e  ftvaai  were  idmoet  in  view.  At  thk  meeting  it  waa 
oigad,  that  aU-  plaeea  in  the  anny  alMNdd  be  deeland  Tmant,  and  oflkem  harmo. 
niewly  choan^  that  ea  they  mi^  be  entirely  united  in  the  time  of  action.  Mr. 
HawHtan,  and  Ihoae  of  hie  way  of  thinking,  declared  their  wUlingneea,  on  roo* 
dWen  of  the  r^ght  elttfaig  of  the  ^utfreL  Upon  thie,  the  indulgeace  wae  again 
brooglkt  upon  th^eaipe^  and  tiie  dleputo  wae  carried  to  each  a  pitdi,  that  Mr. 
HaaaOton,  Jehn  Balen,  Wfflhun  Carmichad,  Andrew  TunbuU,  and  tome  otbere, 
loft  the  MBtitog.  -Theee  wha  renuiined  made  choice  of  a  new  preeee  and  clerk, 
and  €Bteead  npon  borinma;  but  ware  unwiUlqg  to  neminata  olieere  when  eo 
many  had  wlAdfvwn.  Hawaiar»  being  aofuafaitod  with  Monmoath*a  willing. 
nam  to  reoiifa  appliintiona  from  thcai,  and  that  beingim  aftdr  which  could  ad- 
■alt  af  no  deh^  ihey  unaaimoneiy  voted  a  eappljcation  to  hia  Grace,  wherein, 
after  glring  a  genmal  aaoonnt  of  their  grieranoee*  tluy  piayed  that  aome  of  their 
r  m%lit  have  liberty^  wider  eafeoonduct,  to  come  and  lay  before  him  their 


On  Sihbacfa  Ihe  82d,  the  Duke,  and  hia  army  warr  oama  to  Bothwell-muir, 
and  their  aivanBiiii  gutfda  to  Bothwel>  town,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mie  from  the 
brUgau  Th»oountijmm  lay  encamped  on  tiia  aanth  of  the  river  Qyde  in  Hamil* 
ton  mulr,  and  had  an  advanced  party  ready  to  dleputo  the  paeeage  at  Bothwell- 
bridge,  if  the  King*e  army  ehould  attempt  it— Early  that  Baoming,  Mr.  David 
Huaae,  tha  Laiad  of  KaHhich,  and  aome  my  Mr.  John  Welch  in  diiguiee,  went 
to  the  Dnke  irith  the  enpfUeation.  They  had  eaqr  aocaae,  and,  beeidee  the  eup- 
flicatlen,  prayad,  **  That  they  nUght  be  aOowad  the  free  ezerciM  of  religioD,  and 
to  attend  gaapel  ordfaianam  diepenaed  by  thrir  awn  frithlul  Plreebyterian  roinisten 
without  meieetotion ;  that  a  frae  FlarUament  and  a  free  General  AaeemUy,  with- 
not  the  dega  of  oatha  and  declaratlona,  ehauld  be  aUowed  to  meet  for  eettUng 
aflUra  both  in  ehuroh  and  atato ;  and  that  aU  theaa  who  now  are  or  have  been  in 
nnne  eboidd  be  indemnified.*'  The  Duke  heard  thrm  patiently,  but  refuMd  to 
treat  with  them  till  they  had  hid  down  their  arm^  and  aufamitted  to  the  Kiog*e 
inoruj.  He  eent  them  back  to  their  friende,  and  ordered  thenfto  bring  an  aoitwcr 
In  half  an  hour  at  Acthaet.  In  abort,  when  Uie  commiwionera  caaae  to  the  army, 
thoy  renewed  their  debalee,  and  ee  no  anew«r  waa  returned. 
^     The  KlQg*a  traepe  in  tha  mean  time  had  Idaura  to  plant  their  cazmon ;  and 
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gAibmrr.  Hmlwein  of  Ri(thUliK»  ooa  <f  41mbf  iiiwiiiniw%  ihiiiti  a  gwt  derf  rf 
bniTery  npoathe  inirina;  bm  tbflir  ^nUBOBitiM  ftflJBg  thn^  «id  man  Wi^ 

iKf.     Upd^tfak,  ^JPnhe  BBimi1Hi»  uriitifgmy  ta  fw  Ae  teldy  wiifc  iht 
•—■OB  Iwftwe  fli— t  Mid  nwn  ilW  flit  ndhait  ■!■!  u—ili|  j— ty  hi— nwrtei, 

Xfci  itefifagflB  t  BtlM»oil,  M  H  w«i oUtd,  tri  ■nipiwml.  IlMncMMt 
boiqrit  aop— n>  giton  of  tho  mmAor  of  <ho  ilniii,*maBii  Ihiy  wwt  Mm^oi 
«randdo«niii»ftld»Bithofltl««aMllteii.  It  wi  to  dwrf  tht  400  w 
kiUod,  and  1800  nirreiidervd  pritooen  on  the  molr,  wlio  mm*  mM  onl^  AktBemai 
BBdl  otrJ9|»«l  afanoit  ndced,  b«lBMi4o4»Ue  do^ta  flat  to  Iks  groaadt  Mid  not 
■ttfcod  to  ABBgp  tiwir  ptatora.  If  aayof  thattao^aarik^i  saiMd  Mavd^  kr 
•  was  allot  ted  fat  an  kMtait.  Tbt  had  tawi  •  aanch  gwtt  it  iJOMglbtar,  iMd  Jt 
wot  been  iir  the  Dnka,  and  tho  faitwit  of  aeiwwJ  noMBBun  aad  ftiMMB  at  tfct 
time  wMi  hia  Oraea.  tTi  i  iiillnliM,  grnat  imn  thi  ■nTirirtm  ngi  tij  tki  wdifiM^. 
«i  «ha  AHowing  glaifa^  laalattoca  wiU  ^wkDnt^Mt.  WSSkm  GoBien  of  Sola, 
toun,  bavfa^r  ii^  aftdra  to  aettkb  eaidd  not  Jofai  tiM  eaoillry  araqr,  tat  aait  Ua 
aon,  Mr.  Akiandw,  beftro,  who  waaim  tha BrtioB.  Mr^  WUSam,  aat  Imaiihn, 
of  tfao  diaarter  of  the  weat  «auBti7  BOB j»  Bad  lUfaig  aa  fatddf  Bi  ka  caald 'to  iiiB 
tham,  wBi  met  by  m  party  of  Ea^lUk  di^goitiis  -BDd»  HfUMing  to  iBBfaidtf,  ^aaa 
klBBd  OB  the  ipot.  Hk  drfaidi  oooU  aat  gat  Urn  taried  witk  tha  Mat  of  Mi 
fiBBl^>  BPd thowfcio  ka  Mea Jtotawadin  the  cfattA^raid  of  Chirfnrf.  ApiHw 
waa  ofatod  over  Mi  gwrre,  Imt  nolimiltPtioB  mm  milkwtA  tojbaiyop  it.  Mr. 
(aHprwaHs  Sir)  Akxander  Qovdon  mBmOf  ^aeaped,  bj  bmmi  of  OBa  aflik 
tenanti,  who,  knowing  him  aa  he  rode  throa|^  HMofMan  aAv  «faa  dafinB^  iBadt 
kfan  dttmint,  pat  hia  hBrao-famitara  fanto  a  dttnghPi,  OBd  obiigod  Waa  «a  pnt  on 
wom6B*a  elotfaoa,  and  roek  tbr  ^radfo,  bjr  wkiok  Banna  ho  waa  pianrvBd. 

Several  ware  mnrdewd  fai  eoU  bbod  bj  tka  aoUion^  tMct  aMBO  dqr*  «a  iStat  tmk 
near  Hamilton.  Tbey  ware  gaJBg  to  hear  atrniaB  fai  tka  caanpb  aad  had  ao  atai% 
not  knowing  that  Ike  aeldien  had  got  otar  Iho  rifoa^  ^ilhiaiwlj  JaaaBi  atenlhr 
and  OaTln  dempie,  in  the  pariih  of  GkBifiud» .  Jotaa  finmak^  JEUfteM  fltabt^ 
Wniiam  Hamikon,  Bnbert  StaB,  Wfflkw  fMa,  and  ArrkftiM  DUh,  Abbo  tka 
parieh  of  Brandale,  and  Bobert  Flndkqr  in  tkat  of  flkmehMt,  Mad  dnf ,  Ar- 
tkar  iBgUs  fai  Oambanethan,  raadlBg  kia  BiUa  in  •  Anvaw,  waaaBpptaad  taba 
a  Whig  bf  the  aoMien  who  faapfanad  te  peneiTe  hfan,  and  tbuaiiBL  baa  of  tkcm 
findflromadlstaBeebBtBiimadhkB.  Re  good  BoaikokodBbioB  and  Bit  offa^ 
f ng  to  move,  the  leMierB  «Bme  and  «kiira  kim  tkroBgk  tka  OobII,  aad  ao  dtapatikMJ 
kim ;  and  indeed  tkey  sBumely  epared  mf  tkegr  mat  witk  mar  tka  Add  of  batticw 

DreadfU  were  tka  ooBaefuenoea  of  tida  ftikd  aatian  ;  and  kad  It  not  beea  Ar 
Monmonih*«  len|tf,  tkej  had  be«i  mnohffaatMr;  for  aame  of  tko  oAobto  pea- 
poaed  to  bom  Glasgow,  Hamilton,-  and  the  oonntrj  ronnd  BathweH  bridge :  baft 
the  Genenl  rej«oted  the  propoBd  with  imUfoatioo.  Moat  of  *a  geattwnwt  in 
the  western  ihirea  ware  brought  to  trooUew  Sir  Tbamaa  fitaart  of  Celtaeai,  aea 
to  Sir  Jtmm  Stuart,  who  wbi  Pravoet  of  Edkiborgk,  wbo  obl%ad  to  retfan  to 
Holland,  order*  beiag  lasaad  for  appnkndkig  kkB»  tkoBgk  Bekhar  ka  mt  bbj  of 
kie  aervante  were  tkerat 

Dalzid'i  eommbalim  to  be  liootenant  general  eame  doiwa  on  tke  dagr  of  battfa. 
The  Laird  of  Lundfai  broogbt  the  flnt  newaof  thoaatiia  to  ftkB.GoQidl»  wko 
Immediately  sent  despatokes  to  Landerdaie,  and  wrote  to  CoIomI  fitrnftkaa  ki 
Nortiiumberland,  to  seoare  tka  borien,  atop  and  iaaprison  tka  lM%  ood  gha 
what  orders  he  thoogbt  proper  to  atjeamplidi  this  and. 

The  prisoners  takeB  at  BotkweU»  aaaong  wkaat  was  Mr.  JokB  Kid»  waia  swt 
to  Ediubnfgfa.     In  their  Joaraof  they  ware  genandl^  tied  two  and  twa^ 


gaatngiitock  in  the  plaess  throoj^  wkiok  ikey  passed^  and  expaaadto  tke  end 
moddags  of  the  pnrfkne,  who  aald,  **  When  is  bow  ynar  God?  Wtim  kim  ap 
now,  and  Mr.  Welch,  wko  aald  yoB  akaold  wIb  tka  day;**  IkoB^  Mr.  Wdsb 
nerer  said  any  anck  tbiag.  Wken  tkay  eame  to  £dinbBq|k,  tka  GonBoU  oidcrei 
the  magistrates  to  pnt  them  into  the  Inner  Gray«firiars'  dBureh^yarl  with  pwf 
sentinels  oror  them,  tIs.  twoity-lbnr  to  guard  then  at  migk^  and  ai^  in  the 
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prtotMTB  jJMwld  cinps,  ikm  iiartiiwli  Aiiiil^B»wih6dfa»,  tii— wgr  Iwdy  iw 
The  liiwn  «pm  to  %•  ■jcpiiium  ibr  *•  witia^li^  and  tlii  town  •T 
rfer4e«ffinnb  I9hn «i)dsn win fwt te nenitoi, andl 4« priiDii«n 
i«U«knMuiimilMtiV9oinM>  «soiptftfMr'«rk»  w«w.i»«llnfrino«  Ml 
•Mtiniwd  In  Ihit  «»donn  new  At«  uoatlM,  iBwtty  fai  tha  opm  ttir.  ite«  tiMjr 
ffVentHf  Hood  aU  di7,  and  %  aU  idght  «•  the  mU  ffwoni^  ivItlKnit  a^  oliep 
odati«i;  and.  If  a«y  af  «MBa»  te  tiM oight-tlBMs  had  ndeed^helr  hMia*>r 


a  little  case,  tfaaaoldlenwaiia  awe  to  fire  at  theak  Ittraald  b^iettdleM  toi 
aliOairliarddiiiM,  aad  witk  wluddUkulty  penaM  wemA^wed  «»Miif 
f  niuwwry  yroriaisBB,  and  how  «ha  wdmcn  ware  inaalled  and  ahaaed  by  the 
■aMien.  It  waa  tsteeaaed  « afaigiilar  §KPmr,  4Md aame  biili madeof  dcali  wa 
nt  up  tfw  tbem  a  ftw  wceha  he£^  they  weaa  hrooght  a«t  of  thia  pbee. 

OntheMth,  a  predaiattoa  waa  faencd  againat  the  wfteb,.aa  they  ealed  thenu 
Many  naaaea  ware  kuertod  in  thia  proolamatiany  and»amonf  oAma,  thai  of  Mr^ 
Jefaa  Kln^.  The  two  brotiMia  of  the  Eari  ef  GaHowny  wvre  alia  named  in  it ; 
hiH  tiie  Cennaea  afterwards  dcfllarad,  they  had  aaade  ft  ^f^ear  that  they  w«ra  net 
hi  the  rehdlian^ 

This  proelamation  made  way  for  the  seldieri  4a  aamnll  aaany  eni^tiea  thMog h 
the  eoantry.  A  great  aoaay  partlea  we»e  diaperaed  through  the  weal  and  a«ttth, 
hat  oona  ware  ao  noted  for  their  harbariHea  aa  Clawerhansa^  and  thoae  laidcr  Ma 
eomaaaad.  Aeeordingty,  npon  any  frivaloaB  toifonBati<»»  they  nttachcd  the 
hooaeaof  Hiaae  wfcam  niey  pvalended  had  beenin  Ikt  rising,  eapueidify  tl|n>«<h 
Oe^hira  of  Ayr,  wlUdi  had  anfered  ao  mneh  the  kat  year  hy  the  H%htand  heet^ 

Oavwhaaaa,  narehluf  farte  ^aUaway  with  aome  English  diageem,  aovody 
mada  nay  dlsHnetian  between  theee  who  had  been  «t  Bothwell  and  oHim,  eeiaed 
aH  the  hoeaea  theyaoold  «nd,  plandered  the  hovab,  ^artieakriy  in  the  parirfiea  of 
Carsphaim,  Balmaflell«>  and  Gknoaim ;  ravagea,  nsFder,  and  the  moat  atr»* 
lioiia  barbaiitiea  marking  his  prog  was. 

Seen  aibn  Jhia,  the  Dnke  of  Jfonmonth  pahliabed  n  pardon  ntd  indemnity  to 
1^  tenanta  and  aabtananta  who  had  been  at  Bothwdl,  in  ease  they  sabnHted 
themoiifns  agakast  aaoh  a  day.  There  was  likewise  a  bend  required  of  the  lieri- 
ten  in  iIm  west  country,  obliging  theaMolvce  to  nee  their  utmost  for  eeearing 
those  who  did  net  aeospt  of  this  fhvour.  Bat  as  few  of  the  teasnts  ehese  to  Tea- 
taa  theaasihPBi  into  the  hands  of  the  maglatrBiM  at  that  time,  «a  the  heritors 
ehiedy  concerned,  refused  tiie  bond.  On  the  6th,  the  Duke  leek  Us  knfe  of  Hie 
CouaoU,  and  in  two  or  three  daya  returned  to  Eat^hoid. 


APPENDIX. 

No.  V.  . 
Account  tfthe  Skirmish  at  Airsmofs,  anno  1680. 


rrbefoOowlBgNamtlTeisfromUiepeoofHackstonoflUtbmeC,  who  cmaraMtol  ftt  Prwbyte. 
rins  on  the  occjuioo  ntiemd  ta  It  ta  pwwrred  in  the  Appendix  to  the  leeond  volimie  of 
VodroWUlfiatorT.  TheMArtanceofithMslieiidy  beenglirenhi  thesoooontof  HackitM'sUfe: 
but,  as  an  origlatf  and  intenating  document,  it  leemed  worthy  of  beina  here  inierted,  enCiie.  A 
very  few  Tcrtnl  alteratkma  are  made,  ao  a«  to  render  U  more  inteUiKiuej 


Wi,  getting  notice  of  a  party  out  seeking  us,  sent  two  on  Wednesday  night, 
late,  to  know  their  motkm,  and  lay  on  a  moor  sidt  aH  night     On  Thnrsday« 
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akoat  tm  howr%  we  ynmt  to  tak«  sobm  moil,  ani  mdI  oat  •&«  twio^ 
tiMn  to  oooMilt  witk  the  iisniiar  tins  wk*  had  iM  ohm  to  «%  but  i 
4own  to  deip. «  They  all  four  vKimed  and  taU  pa  It  waa  mmmBtmurj  to'aeniay 
for  intcUigano^  they  haTiof  aeomned  it.  Whcareupan,  after  w  had  gotten  aem 
BMat,  we  came  to  a  piece  ^  gr—  •n^  ^  domi,  and  pweently  we  ware  all  alamed 
that  they  were  npan  m,  and  ao  making  nady,  we  aaw  them  eondng  6at  on,  and 
that  about  three  or  ttar  henm  in  the  aftonpen,  and  each  one  naoM^g  to  fi^tp 
I  rode  off  to  aeek  a  atnngth  £iir  oar  adranti^ge*  and  being  daeiced  by  a  oonntrymoB 
togojntoaaehupiMeforthabertetTCngth,  I  went  and  they  fiiUowod ;  bat  com- 
,h^  to  it  I  Ibond  we  ooold  go  no  fiurtlier,  and  ao  taming  and  dnwing  ap  ^idUy« 
eight  horm  on  the  ^ht  hand  with  R.  JX,  and  fifteeo  on  tha  left  with  aee^  there 
beii«  no  men;  tha  fiMt,  not  baiiv  forty  .and  many  of  them  llUnned,— 4n  tha 
midet,  I  aeked  aU  if  they  were  witting  to  fight,  who  aU  aald,  Yee;  wptrially 
J.  G.  The  enemy,  whom  1  took  to  be  above  an  hundred  and  twehcb  well- 
armed,  and  horeed,  advanoed  hat,  and  eent  firet  about  twenty  drageeai^  on  loot, 
to'  take  tlie  wind  of  ue ;  wliich  we  eeeing^  eent  a  party  en  foot  to  oieet  than,  and 
tha  net  of  na  adranced  £Mt  on  the  enemy,  a  etro^g  liedy  of  hone  ceaing  hard  on 
OB ;  whereapeo,  wlien  we  were  joined,  our  hone  fired  fint,  and  waaniUd  and 
killed  eoma  of  them,  both  horae  and  foot. 

Oar  hone  advaneed  to  their  fi^ee^  and  we  fired  on  each  other.  I  being  fan- 
moet,  after  receivii^  their  fire^  and  finding  the  lione  behind  me  broken,  rede 
in  amooget  them,  and  went  oat  at  a  aide,  without  any  wroe^  «r  wound.  I 
waa  pureued  by  eoTenda,  with  wliom  I  fooj^t  a  good  epaoe ;  aenwtimea  thef  Al- 
lowing me,  and  eometimee  I  following  them.  A^kngth  my  horw.bogfed,  and 
the  fivemoet  of  theira,  which  wae  David  Bannay^  one  of  my  ae|iwiataaoa^  We 
both  beii^  on  fiyot,  fiNight  it  with  eaoall  ewDni%  withoot  advantage  of  ena  an- 
other; but  at  length  ckning^  I  wae  atricken  down  with  three  oo  hanebMk  behlail 
me^  and  received  tliree  eore  vrounda  on  the  head,  and  ao  fiilli^g  Im  mved  my  h§t, 
whkh.  I  Bubmitted  to.^  They  eearched  me^  and  carried  me  to  their  raar,  and  laid 
.  me  down,  where  I  bled  much, — ^wiiera  v^ore  brought  eeveiak  of  their  men  eore 
wounded.  Hiey  gave  us  all  tcetimony  of  beii^  brave  reaolute  men.  \Vhat  mon 
*  of  our  mep  wen  killMl  I  did  not  eee,  nor  know,  but  Mjthay  told  mo  aftes^  dM  fidd 
was  tlieir^  I  was  brought  to^evrd  Douglas.  Tliey  used  me  civilly,  and  brought 
me  drink  oat  of  an  hoaee  by  the  way.  At  Doufl^  Janet  QcUan  vna.  kind  to 
mc^  and  brooght  a  ahiruigeon  to  me>  who  did  bat  little  to  my  vroundsb  only 
etaunehed  the  blood. 

Next  morning,  I  waa  brought  to  Lanark,  and  broo^t  befive  Dabud,  Lord 
Roee,  and  eome  others,  wlio  asked  many  questions  at, me  :  but  I  not  satisfying 
them  with  answers,  Dalziel  did  threaten  to  roast  me ;  and,  carryii^  me  to  the 
tolbooth,  caused  bind  me  most  barbarously,  and  cajii  me  down,  when  I  lay  tiU 
Saturday  morning,  without  any,  ezoq^t  eddlers,  being  admitted  to  ipeak  to  bm^  or 
look  my  wounds,  or  give  me  any  ease  whateoever.  And  next  morning  they  Inaaght 
me,  and  John  Pollock,  and  other  two  of  us,  near  two  miks  on  loot,  I  beiqg 
without  shoes,  when  the  party,  wfafch  had  broken  us  at  first,  recsivad  ue.  They 
wen  commando^  by  Karshall.  We  wen  horsed,  civilly  uBsd  by  them  on  tbe 
way,  and  brought  to  £dinbuiigh -about  four  in  the  afternoon,  and  carried  aboot 
the  north  side  of  the  town,  to  the  foot  of  the  Capongate^  when  the  town  magis- 
tntee  wen  who  received  us;  and  setting  me  on  an  hofse  with  my  faea  backward 
and  the  other  three  bound  on  a  goad  of  iron,  and  Mr.  Cameroa*s  head  carried  on 
a  halbert  befen  me,  and  another  head  in  a  sack,  which  I  knew  not,  an  a  lad's 
back;  they  carried  us  up  the  street  to  the  F^urliament  doe^  when  I  waa  taken 
down,  and  the  rest  loosed. 
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No.  VI. 

Deter^lJtkm  (fthe  BaUks  ofDrumchg  and  BdhweU,  ky  an  Officer 

in  the  Presbyterian  army. 


CUmw  ^amtlTM  trenot  17  any  mean*  introduced  here,  as  containing  the  actual  hiUory  of  the 
teventa  to  which  thev  rdate  Tbey  are  only  given  as  Bpeciznens.  so  to  speak,  of  hutorical  pialnting, 
.a&a  dMcrtpdon  of  ucts,  all  of  which  migfU^  and  many  of  which,  we  know^  did^  take  place  on  the 
OecailODa.  FretentkM,  as  thi  y  do,  a  most  lively  and  interesting  picture  of  these  eventful  scenes. 
It  baa  been  thought  tory  may  be  of  use  in  helping  us,  not  only  to  just  conceptiuns  of  thera,  but 
idao  to  a  right  ettUnate  of  th  l'  c  haractcr»  which  they  brought  bUo  dUplay.  As  such,  undoubtedly, 
tbcrmayaerve  toimpreaaus  uUh  somewhat  adequate  ideaaof  the  exalted  patriotism,  and  the 
lOMattOted  rakmr,  wnlcb  aet-cnnixuiietl  attd  a&siEted  the  relimoua  ical  of  our  pious  forefaU>er»,  ai 
well «  of  tboie  oountleia  dAnger^,  alarms,  and  suQbnngg  through  which  they  maintaiiietl  their 
fmrimnny  and  tbcir  ri^tL  With  these  vit>w^  we  insert  them  here,  aa  being  the  production  of 
00c,  who  daaccndcd.  aa  be  i^,  of  CovcnantcrA,  seeuis  endowed  with  genius,  at  once  to  describe 
tbcir  grieranoea  uid  TtaMliCLte  their  wroiigii.— ^Thcy  fint  appeared,  about  flvc  yo^irs  ago,  in  an 
AmeiicaQ  Kewsi>q)er,  and  ^t^erc^thence  copied  into  some' of  the  mo«t  popular  Journal.^  of  our  own 
coantry.  They  were  actOBapdin'-tf  ty  a  letter,  in  reference  to  the  particular  circumstances  which 
Induoed tbcir  puhUcatieo  i  ot  which,  the  foUowiog  extract  wiU suflice  by  way  of  istroducing  them 
to  tb«  Dotioe  of  the  xeadvj 

Tas  £oUofriiig  is  given  in  tbfi  words  of  the  Laird  of  Torfoot,  whose  esUte  is  this^ 
dij  in  the  possession  of  two  brothen,  his  lineal  desoendanto  of  the  fifth  generation. 
The  I^drd  spealcs  of  what  he  saw  and  what  he  did.  J  have  carefully  oompand 
his  account  with  the  statemen&,handed  down  by  family  tradition— iMiticularly 
with  the  statements  of  a  TeneraUe  aunt,  who  died  lately  in  PennsylTania,  aged 
nearl  J  ninety,  and  who  was  the  grand-daughter  of  the  Laird's  second  son.  I 
hare  alio  compared  the  account  with  the  brief  printed  aoooont  of  these  battles  in 
the  **  Scots  Worthies,"  and  the  «<Cloud  of  Witnesses.*'  This  hwt  boolc  records  the 
Laird's  name  [Thomas  Brownlee]  in  the  list  of  those  driren  into  banishment ; 
hut,  in  spite  of  Clavers  aud  Charles^  and  ^pwrecks,  by  the  grace  of  God,  he 
regained  his  natire  halls  to  bless  his  afflicted  fiunily,  and  finally  died  in  peace,  in 
tho  preseiioe  of  his  fanMly*  in  a  go<kl  old  age. 

(Signed)  W.  a  B. 

BATTLE  OF  DRUMCLOG. 

•*  It  wm  on  a  fkir  Sabbath  morning,  1st  June,  A.  D.  1679,  that  an  assembly 
of  Covenanters  sat  down  on  the  heathy  mountains  of  Drumclog.  We  had  assem- 
bled not  to  fight,  but  to  worship  the  God  of  our  fiithers.  We  were  far  from  the 
tumult  of  etties.— The  long  dark  heath  wared  around  us  ;  and  .we  disturbed  no 
tiring  creatures,  saving  the  pees- weep*  and  the  heather-cock.  As  usual,  we  had 
eome  armed.  It  was  for  self-defence.  For  doperate  and  ferocious  bands  mada 
bloody  raids  through  the  country,  and,  preteodiug  to  put  down  treason,  they 
waged  war  against  religion  and  morals.  They  spread  ruin  and  havoc  over  the 
ISaoe  of  Ueedlng  ScotUnd. 

The  venerable  Doogiss  had  eommenced  the  solemnities  of  the  day.  He  was 
expatiating  on  the  execrable  evils  of  tyranny.  Our  souls  were  on  firs  at  the  re- 
'  nasmbrance  of  otir  country's  sufferings  and'  the  wrongs  of  the  church.  In  this 
moment  of  intense  feeling,  our  watchman  posted  on  the  neighbouring  height,  fired 
kls  earabine^  and  ran  toward  the  Congregation.  He  announced  the  approach  of 
the  enemy.  We  raised  our  eyes  to  the  Minister.  «  I  have  done,"  said  Douglas, 
with  his  usual  firmness. — <*  You  have  got  the  theory, — now  for  the  practice ;  you 
know  yonr  duty ;  self-defence  is  always  lavriiiL  But  the  enemy  approadics." 
He  raised  his  eyes  to  heavAi  and  uttereid  a  prayer — ^brief  and  emphatic — like  the 
prayer  of  Richard  Cameron,  **  Lord,  spare  the  green,  and  take  the  ripe." 

The  officers  collected  their  men,  and  placed  themselves  each  at  the  head  of  those 
«f  hia  own  diatrict     Sir  Robert  Hamilton  pbeed  the  foot  in  the  centre,  in  three 

•  AngUcc,  tes.wit,  or  Isp-wing. 
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ranks.  A  oompany  of  hone,  wdl-tfmed  and  nwnutad,  wu  placed  on  the  left , 
and  a  small  squadron  alio  on  the  left  Hien  Wert  drawn  hack,  and  thej  oocnplH 
the  more  solid  i^roand ;  as  well  with  a  view  to  hare  a  more  firm  footing,  as  to 
arrest  anj  flanking  party  that  might  take  them  on  the  wings.  A  deep  morass 
lay  betweoi  us  and  the  grouid  of  the  eaeniy.  Our  aged  meki,  oar  f^milesj  and 
children,  retired ;  hut  they  retired  slowly.  They  had  the  liearts  and  the  courage 
of  the  females  and  children  Sn  thnpe  days  <i^  intense  reHgiotts  feeling,  and  of  suffer- 
ing. They  manifested  more  concern  for  the  fate  of  rehitiyes,  for  the  fiite  of  tiie 
dwichf  than  for  their  own  personal  safe^.  As  Qaverhovae  descended  tlw  oppo- 
site mountain,  they  nlired  to  the  ritiing  ground  in  the  resir  of  ^m  luiat.  The 
aged  men  walked  with  their  bonnets  in  hatod.  Tiielr  long  grey  lodes  waved  in 
&  hreeae.  l^iey  sang  a  dieering  psalm.  The  mnsb  was  that  of  tiie  w«il. 
known  tune  of  T%e  Martyrs;  and  the  sentiment  Ivreathed  defiance.  The  tnmle 
floated  down  on  the  wind.  Our  men  ga?e  three  cheers  as  they  IbH  into  thair 
nnks.  Never  did  I  witness  such  animation  in  the  loolcs  of  men.  For  me,  my 
^N>use  and  my  little  children  were  in  the  rear.  My  native  plains,  and  the  halb 
of  my  ikther,  far  belovi^  in  the  dale  of  Aven,  were  ftill  in  view,  from  Uk  heights 
whidi  we  occupied.  My  country  seemed  to  raise  her  voice— tiie  blee^ng  churdi 
saaaaed  to  waU  4oud.  <*  And  Asoe,"  I  said,  as  Claven  and  his  tMops  windsd 
slowly  down  the  dark  mountain's  sidc^  <*  these  are  the  unworthy  slaves,  and 
hloody  executioners,  by  which  the  tyrant  completes  our  miseries.** 
^  Hamilton  here  ffispbiyed  the  hero.  His  pordy  figure  was  seen  hastening  tnm 
rank  to  rank.  He  inspired  courage  into  our  ra^  and  undisdpllned  troops.  Hie 
brave  Hackston,  and  Hall  of  Haugh-head,  stood  at  the  head  of  the  foot  soldiers,  and 
;  re-echoed  the  sentiments  of  tiieir  Chie£  Bnriey  and  Cleland  had  inflamed  'the 
^  minds  of  the  horsemen  on  the  left,  to  a  noUe  enthusiasm.  My  small  troop  on  the 
right  needed  no  exhortation ;  we  were  a  band  of  brothers,  resolved  to  conquer  or 
iUL  ^ 

I  The  trumpet  of  Qavers  sounded  a  loud  note  of  definnce  the  kettle-drmn  mixed 
its  tumultuous  roU-^bey  halted— ^ey  made  a  long  pause.  We  could  see  an 
oflieer  vrith  four  file  conducting  15  persons  from  ^e  ranks  to  a  knoll  on  their  left, 
jl  coold  peroehre  one  In  black :  it  was  my  friend  King,  th^  Chaplain  of  Lord  Car- 
dross,  who  had  heed  taken  prisoner  by  Oavers  at  Hamilton.  *  Let  them  be  shot 
through  the  head,*  said  Ckiven,  ih  his  usual  dry  way,  <  if  they  should  offer  to 
run  away.*  We  could  see  him  view  our  position  with  great  care.  His  officers 
came  around  him.  We  soon  learned  that  ha  wished  to  treat  with  us.  He  never 
betrayed  symptoms  of  mercy  or  of  justice,  nor  offered  terms  of  recondliation, 
unless  when  he  dreaded  that  he  had  met  his  match  ;  and,  even  then,  it  was  only 
a  manoBuvre,  to  gain  time,  or  to  deceive.  His  flag  approadied  the  edge  of  the 
bog.  Sir  Robert  held  a  flag  sacred ;  had  it  been  borne  by  Clavers  himself,  he 
hid  honoured  it.  He  demanded  the  purpose  for  which  he  came.  '  I  come,* 
•aid  he,  ^  In  the  name  of  his  sacred  M^esty,  and  of  Colonel  Grahams,  to  oikr 
you  a**pardon,  on  condition  tiiat  you  lay  down  your  arms,  and  deliver  up  your 
ringleaders.* — *  Tell  your  officer,*  said  Sir  Robot,  *  that  we  are  fully  aware  of 
the  deceptioa  he  practises.  He  is  not  clothed  with  any  powers  to  treat,  nor  was 
he  sent  out  to  treat  widi  us,  and  attempt  a  reconciliation.  The  Government 
against  whdn  we  have  risen,  refuses  to  redress  our  grievances,  or  to  restore  to  us 
our  liberties.  Had  the  t^fmat  wished  to  render  us  justice,  he  had  not  sent  by  the 
hands  of  such  a  ferodous  assassin  as  Claverhouse.  Let  Mm,  however,  show  hsi 
powers,  and  we  refuse  not  to  treat ;  and  we  shall  lay  down  our  arms  to  trea^ 
provided  that  he  also  lay  down  his.  Thou  hast  my  answer.'—'  It  is  a  perfectly* 
hopdess  case,*  said  Burley,  while  he  called  after  the  flag-bearerw— *  I«t  me  add 
one  word,  by  your  leave.  General.  Get  thee  i^  to  that  bloody  dragoon*  Clavers, 
taid  tell,  him  that  we  will  qmre  his  life,  and  the  lives  of  his  troops,  on  condition 
that  he,  your  Clavers,  lay  down  his  arms,  and  the  arms  of  these  troops.  We 
will  do  more  :  as  we  have  no  prisons  on  these  wild  mountains,  wo  will  even  let 
him  go  on  his  parole,  on  condition  that  ha  swear  never  to  lift  arms  against  the 
religion  and  the  liberties  of  his  country.*  A  loud  bum  of  i^pplause  re-ccboed 
from  the  ranks ;  and*  after  a  long  pause  in  deep  silence,  the  army  sung  the  fol- 
lowing verses  of  a  psalm : — 
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*  Therc^  •ROfm  of  ttw  bow  be  teakci 

The  shidd,  th«  cimrd,  the  wai^ 
If  ore  glorioiu  thou  than  hills  of  prejr* 

More  encellent  Art  ftir.  * 

Those  that  were  stout  of  heut  ate  spoU'^ 

tliey  slept  their  sleep  outright ; 
Aad  Bone  oTthoBC  th«&  hands  did  ted, 

Tbat  wer^  the  mea  of  might* 

When  the  report  was  made  to  CUverhouae,  he  gave  the  word  with  a  taraiie 
feroeityf  '  Their  hlood  be  on  their  own  heads.  Be  No  quarters  the  word  this 
day.'  His  fierce  dragoons  raised  a  yeU,  and  'No  quarters*  re-echoed  from  rank 
to  rank,  while  they  galloped  down  the  mountain's  side.  It  fs  stated  that  Burley 
was  heard  to  say,  '  Then  be  it  so— even  let  there  be  tu)  quarters — at  least  in 
my  wing  of  the  host.  So  God  send  me  a  meeting,'  cried  he  aload,  '  with  that 
chief  under  the  white  pinme.  My  conntry  would  bless  my  memory,  eoold  my 
sword  glTo  his  Tillanous  carcase  to  tiie  crows.' 

Oar  raw  troops  beheld  with  firmnesa  the  afproeeh  of  the  foemen ;  and  at  th* 
BMDieiit  when  the  enemy  halted  to  flre^  the  whole  of  oar  foot  dropped  oo  tba 
heath.  Not  a  man.  was  seen  to  remain  dewn,  whe«  the  toder  was  given  to  rise^ 
and  return  the  fire.  The  first  rank  fired»  then  kneeled  down,  whilA  tke  seoend 
ftrwL  They  made  each  bullet  telL  As  often  as  ihe  lazy  roUlBg  smoke  waa  ear*.- 
lied  over  the  enemy's  heads,  a  shower  of  bullets  £bU  on  his  ranks.  Many  a  gal^. 
lant  maa  tumbled  on  the  heath.  The  fire  was  incessant.  It  resembled  one  bkis>. 
ii^  sheet  of  flame*  for  several  minutes,  along  the  line  of  the  Covenanters.  Clavera 
attempted  to  rxoss,  the  morass,  and  break  our  centre.  '  Spearmen !  to  the  front,' 
— I  could  hear  the  deep-toned  voice  of  Hamilton  say—'  Kneel,  and  place  your 
spears  to  receive  ihe  enemy's  cavalry;  and  you,  my  gallant  folio ws,  firfr— Gocf 
atid  our  Couniry  is  our  word.'  Our  officers  flew  from  rank  to  raulc  Not  a 
peasant  gave  way  that  day.  As  the  smoke  rolled  off,  we  could  see  Clavers  urging 
,  on  his  men  with  the  violence  of  despair.  His  troops  fell  in  tieaps  around  him, 
and  still  the  gaps  wei'e  filled  up.  A  galled  trooper  would  occasionally  flinch ;  but 
ere  he  could  turn  or  flee,  the  sword  of  Clavers  was  waving  over  his  head.  X 
could  see  him,  in  his  fury,  strilce  both  man  and  horse.  In  the  fearful  carnage, 
he  himself  sometimes  reeled.  He  would  stop  short  in  the  midst  of  a  movement^ 
then  contradict  his  own  orders,  and  strike  the  man,  because  he  could  not  compre- 
hend his  meaning. 

He  ordered  flanking  parties  to  tak^  us  on  oar  right  and  left  *  in  the  nuBS'«f 
God,'  cried  he,  '  cross  tht.  bog,  and  charge  them  on  the  flanks,  tOl  w«  get  Sfver 
this  morass.     If  this  fiUl,  we  are  lost.* 

It  now  fell  to  my  lot  to  come  into  action.  Hitherto  we  had  fired  only  vsmm. 
distant  shot.  A  gallant  officer  led  his  hand  down  to  the  herdara  af  tho  swamp, 
in  search  of  a  proper  place  to  cross.  We  threw  ourselves  bcforo  him*  A  seven 
firing.commeooed.  My  gallant  men  fired  with  great  ateadinsss  We  ooold  sea 
many  tnmhling  from  their  saddles.  Not  content  with  repelling  the  foenen,  ws 
fwond  oar  opportunity  to  eroe%  and  attack  them  sword  in  hand.  The  Captahn, 
whose  name  I  afterwards  ascertained  to  be  Aeto]*  threw  himself  In  my  path.  In 
the  first  shodk,  I  dischai)ged  my  pistols.  His  sadden  start  in  his  saddle,  told  ms 
that  one  of  them  had  taken  effect.  With  one  of  the  tremendous  oaths  of  Chadss 
II.  he  closed  with  me.  He  fired  his  steel  pistoL  I  was  in  firont  of  him ;— My 
sword  glaneed  on  the  weapon,  and  gave  a  direction  to  the  bullet,  which  saved  my 
life.  By  this  time,  my  men  bad  driven  the  enemy  before  them,  and  had  left  the 
ground  dear  for  the  single  combat  /vm  he  made  a  lounge  at  my  breast,  I  turned 
his  sword  aside,  by  one  of  those  sweeping  blows,  which  are  rather  the  dictate  of 
a  kind  of  instinct  of  self-defence  than  a  movement  of  art  As  our  strokes  re. 
doubled,  my  antagonist's  dark  futures  put  on  a  look  of  deep  and  settled  ferocity. 
No  man  who  has  not  encounter^  the  sted  of  his  enemy,  in  the  fidd  of  battle, 
can  conceive  the  looks  and  the  manner  of  the  warrior,  in  the  moments  of  his  in- 
tense  feelings:  May  I  never  witness  them  again  !«-*Ws  fought  in  s&sbcsl  My 
stroke  fell  on  his  left  shoulder;  it  cut  the  bdt  of  his  carabine,  whidi  fdl  to  the 
ground.  His  blow  cut  me  to  the  rib,  glaneed  afeng  the  bone,  and  rid  ma  also 
of  ths  weight  of  my  carabine.     He  had  now  advanced  too  near  to  me,  to  be 
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struck  with  the  iword.    I  frasped  him  by  th«  collar.    I  poshed  Mm  hacfcwardi ; 
and,  with  an  entangled  blow  of  my  Ferrara,  I  struck  him  across  his  thrsat.     It 
cat  only  the  strap  of  his  head-piece»  and  it  fell  off.    With  a  snddeo  aprlni^  ho 
seised  me  by  the  sword  belt.    Oar  horses  reared,  and  we  both  cama  to  the  grssnd. 
We  rolled  on  the  heath  in  deadly  conflict    It  was  la  this  sltvatioa  of  aaattara,  tlMU 
my  braye  fellows  had  returned  from  the  root  of  tiie  ilanHnf  party,  to  look  aliter 
their  commander.    One  of  them  was  actually  rushing  on  my  antafooist,  when  I 
called  on  him  to  retire.^    We  started  to  our  feet.    Each  graqied  his  sword.     We 
closed  in  conflict  again.    After  parrying  strokes  of  mine  enemy  wUeh  tmWwiliHl  a 
hellish  ferocity,  I  told  him  my  olgect  was  to  take  him  prisoner;  that  soemr  than 
kill  him,  I  should  <wder  my  men  to  seize  him.    *  Sooner  let  my  soul  be  brander^ 
on  myribo  in  hell,'  said  he,  *  than  be  captured  by  a  Whigamore.    2fb  quarter  is  the 
word  of  my  Colonel,  and  my  word.    HaTo  at  thee.  Whig— I  dare  the  whole  of 
you  to*  the  combat.*    <  Leave  the  madman  to  me— leare  the  field  instantly,'  said  I 
to  my  party,  whom  I  eould  hardly  restrain.    My  sword  fell  on  his  Hght  ahoolder. 
Uls  sWord  dropped  from  his  hand.    I  lowered  my  sword,  and  offered  him  his 
life.    *  1^0  quarter,*  said  he,  with  a  shriek  of  despair.     He  snatchsd  hb  swori, 
K^ilch  I  held  in  my  hand,  and  made  a  lounge  at  my  breast.    I  parried  his  Mows 
tlU  he  was  nearly  exhausted ;  but  gathering  up  his  huge  l|mbs,  he  put  forth  all  his 
energy  in  a  thrust  at  my  heart.    My  Andro  Ferrara  received  it,  so  as  to  weaken 
its  deadly  force ;  but  it  made  a  deep  cut.    Though  I  was  faint,  with  loss  of  bloody 
I  left  him  no  time  for  another  blow.    My  sword  glanced  on  hu  shonldar,  cat 
through  his  buff  coat,  and  skin,  and  flesh ;  swept  through  his  Jaw,  and  hud  open 
his  throat  from  ear  to  ear.    The  fire  of  his  ferocious  eye  was  quenched  in  a  moment. 
<    He  reeled,  and  falling  with  a  terrible  cUtth,  he  poured  out  his  soul,  with  a  torreat 
of  blood,  on  the  heath.    I  sunk  down  insensible  for  a  moment    My  faitlifu]  men, 
who  never  lost  sight  of  me,  raised  me  up.— In  the  fierce  combat,  the  soldier  suffors 
most  from  thirst     I  stooped  down,  to  fill  my  helmet  with  the  water  whieh  ooaed 
through  the  morass.     It  was  deeply  tinged  with  human  blood,  which  flowed  in 
the  conflict  al>ove  me.     I  started  baok  with  horror;  and  Gawn  Wichenpoon 
bringing  up  my  steed,  we  set  forward  in  the  tumult  of  the  battle. 

All  thia  while,  the  storm  of  war  had  raged  on  our  left  Cleland  and  the  fierce 
Burley  had  charged  the  strong  company  sent  to  flank  them.  These  officers  per- 
mitted them  to  eroes  the  swamp,  then  charged  them  with  a  tenrible  shout  *Xo 
quarter,*  cried  the  dragoons.  *  Be  no  quarter  to  you,  then,  ye  murderous  loons,* 
cried  Bnriey ;  and  at  one  blow  he  cut  their  leader  through  the  steel  cap,  and  scat- 
tered his  brains  on  his  followers.  His  every  blow  overthrew  a  foeman.  Their 
vriiole  forces  were  now  brought  up,  and  they  drove  the  dragoonaof  Clavers  Into  the 
swamp.  They  rolled  over  each  other.  All  stuck  fiut  The  Covenanters  dismount- 
ed, and  fought  on  foot  They  left  not  one  man  to  bear  the  tidings  to  their  CoioncL 
The  firing  of  the  platoons  had  long  ago  ceased,  and  the  dreadful  woric  of  death 
was  carried  on  by  the  sword.  At  this  moment,  a  trunqpet  was  heard  in  the  rear 
of  our  army.  There  was  an  awful  pause ;  all  looked  up.  It  was  only  the  gaUaat 
Captain  Nisbet,'  and  his  guide,  Woodbum  of  Mains :  he  had  no  relnfiMrmcnts  for 
us,  but  himself  was  a  host  With  a  loud  huzza,  and  flourish  of  bis  svrord,  ba 
placed  himself  by  the  side  of  Burley,  and  cried,  «  Jump  the  ditch,  and  dhargo  the 
enemy.**  He  and  Burley  struggled  through  the  marsh.  The  men  followed  as 
they  could.    They  formed,  and  marched  on  the  enemy*s  right  flank. 

At  this  instant,  Hamilton  and  Hackstone  brought  forward  the  whole  line  of 
infontry  in  front  *  God  and  our  Country*  re-echoed  from  all  the  ranks.  *  Xo 
quarten,*  said  the  fierce  squadrons  of  Clavers.    Here  commenced  a  bloody  scene. 

I  sdzed  the  opportunity  this  moment  offered  to  me  of  making  a  movement  to 
the  left  of  the  enemy  to  save  my  friend  King  and  the  other  prieoners.  We  came 
in  tinrie  to  save  them.    Our  swords  speedily  severed  the  ropes  which  tyranny  had 

1  It  was  on  th  if  occuion  that  the  Laird  uied  thcie  words—**  Baoldj  AIUmd  !  let  jour 
•cctle  thic  tHfle—I  never  tsl(c  odd*  to  combat  a  foe,  be  he  tfrcn  a  UCfr-guanL** 
2  See  lift  of  HanlbUl,  p.  477 
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%miiid  on  iEb»  armi  of  the  men.  The  wwpont  of  the  &Ilen  foe  loppUcd  what  wm 
lacking  of  arms ;  and  with  great  Tigoor  we  nored  forward  to  chaige  the  eneaiy 
on  the  kft  flank.  Clarerfaoate  formed  a  hollow  eqnare — himeelf  fai  the  centre; 
hie  men  flwif  hi  gaUantl j ;  they  did  all  that  eoldiera  poold  do  in  their  titnatioo. 
Wherever  a  gap  wai  made  Clavere  thmet  the  men  forward,  and  epeedflj  filled  it 
up.  Thne  timee  he  rolled  headlong  on  the  heath,  as  he  hnrtened  from  rank  to 
rank,  and  as  often  he  lemeonted.  My  little  band  thinned  his  ranks.  He  paid 
nt  a  risit.  Here  I  distinctly  saw  the  featores  and  shape  of  this  finr-fomed  man. 
He  was  small  at  statore,  and  not  weQ  formed ;  hie  arma  were  long  in  proportion 
to  his  legs ;  he  had  a  comjriexlon  nnnsaally  dark ;  his  ftatoree  were  not  lighted 
up  with  sprightlinesi^  as  aome  fid»aloaaly  reported ;  they  ssemed  f^oomy  as  hiell ; 
his  cheeln  were  lank  and  deeply  fiui'owed ;  his  eye-brvws  were  drawn  down, 
and  gathered  into  a  kind  of  knot  at  their  junctions,  and  thrown  up  at  their  ex- 
tremities; they  had,  in  short,  the  strong  eacpression  given  by  our  paintera  to 
thoee  on  the  fioe  of  Judas  Iscariot ;  his  eyes  were  hoUow;  they  had  not  the  lustre 
of  genius,  nor  the  fire  of  TiTadty ;  they  were  lighted  up  by  that  dark  fire  of* 
wrath  which  ie  kindled  and  fiumed  by  an  internal  anxiety,  and  consdousneee  of 
criminal  deeds :  his  irregular  and  laige  teeth  were  presented  through  a  snille» 
which  was  Tory  unnatural  on  hie  set  of  features;  his- mouth  eeemed  to  be  un- 
usnaUy  large,  firom  the  extremltiei  being  drawn  backward  and  downward— ^s  if 
in  the  intenae  application  to  something  cruel  and  disgusting  ;  in  short,  his  n|^cr 
teeth' projected  over  his  under  Up,  and,  on  the  whole,  preeented  to  my  tIcw  the 
m9utfi  on  the  image  of  the  Emperor  Julian  the  Apostate.— In  one  of  his  rapid, 
courses  past  us,  my  sword  could  only  shear  off  hb  white  plume  and  a  fragment 
of  his  buff  coat.  In  a  moment  he  was  at  the  other  side  of  his  square.  Our 
officers  eagerly  aought  a  meeting  with  him.  '  He  has  the  proof  of  lead,'  cried 
some  of  onr  men—*  Take  the  c^  sted,  or  a  piece  of  sHrer.'  *  Ko,*  cried  Bar- 
ley, <  It  Is  his  rapid  moTcment  on  that  fine  diarger  that  bids  defiance  to  any 
thing  like  an  aim  in  the  tumult  of  the  Uoody  fray.  I  could  aooner  shoot  ten 
heather  cocks  on  the  wing,  than  one  flying  Ckrers.*'  At  that  moment,  Burley* 
whoee  eye  watched  his  antagonist,  pushed  into  the  hollow  square.  But  Burley 
was  too  impatient  His  blow  was  lerdled  at  him  before  he  came  within  Its 
reach.  His  heavy  sword  descended  on  the  head  of  Qarers*  horse,  and  felled  hfan 
to  tba  ground. — Burley*8  men  rushed  pell-mell  on  the  fallen  Clavers,  but  his 
frdthfbl  dragoons  threw  themsdves  upon  them,  and  by  their  orerpoweriag  foroe 
drove  Burley  back.  Gavers  waa^  in  an  instant,  on  a  fresh  steed.  His  bugleman 
recalled  the  party  who  were  driving  back  the  flanking  party  of  Burley.  He  col- 
lected hif  whole  troops  to  make  his  last  and  desperate  atteck.— He  chai^ged  our 
Infiuitry  with  such  force,  that  they  began  to  reeL  It  was  only  for  a  moment 
The  gallant  Hamilton  snatched  the  white  flag  of  the  Covenant,  and  placed  himself 
In  the  fore-front  of  the  battle.  Our  men  Routed  '  God  and  mar  Country,*  and 
milled  nnder  their  flag.  They  fought  like  heroes.  Clavere  fought  no  lees  bnvely. 
His  blows  were  aimed  at  our  ofilcers.  His  sted  fdl  on  the  hdmet  of  Hackston, 
whoae  sword  was  entangled  in  the  body  of  a  fierce  dragoon  who  had  Just  wounded 
him.  He  was  borne  by  his  men  into  the  rear.  I  directed  my  men  on  Clavere. 
*  Victory  or  death,*  was  their  reply  to  me.  Clavers  recdved  us.  He  struck  a 
desperate  blow  at  me,  as  he  raised  himself,  with  all  his  force,  In  the  saddle.  My 
sled  cap  resisted  it  The  second  stroke  I  recdved  on  my  Ferrara,  and  his  steel 
was  shirered  to  pieces.  We  rushed  headlong  jon  eadi  other.  His  pistol  missed 
fire — it  had  been  soaked  in  blood.  Mine  took  eflRsct  But  the  wound  was  not 
deadly.  Our  horsee  reared.  We  rolled  on  the  ground.  In  vain  we  sought  to 
grasp  each  other.  In  the  m£U,  men  and  horse  tumbled  oo  us.  We  were  finr  a 
fisw  moments  buried  under  onr  men,  whose  eagerness  to  save  their  respective 
oflkers  brought  them  in  multitudes  down  upon  us.  By  the  aid  of  my  fiuthfal 
man,  Gawn,  1  had  extricated  mysdf  trvm  my  fidlen  horse;  and  we  were  rushing 
Ml  the  bloody  Gavers,  when  we  were  again  literally  burled  under  a  mass  of  men  $ 
fbr  Hamilton  bad  by  this  time  brought  up  his  whole  line,  and  he  had  planted  hit 
standard  where  we  and  tlavers  were  rdling  on  the  heath.  Our  men  gave  thiva 
cheers,  and  drove  in  the  troops  of  Ckivere.  Here  I  was  borne  idong  with'^the 
movinf  mass  of  men ;  and,  almost  euffbcated,  and  fkint  with  the  loss  o9  blood*  i 
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I  tm  I  opmtd  my  ejm  «m  uy  falAAiL  MttaMnit.     H»  l^d 
^  tha  imy  giM|»  «i  th«  «ncBf ,  ud  had  Wma  me  krt*  dM  nw 

aoAwMliaihtasmftanplM  Willi  water.  We  ■peedily  i^gBiiied  oisr  firfeaig ;  and 
wlMit  a  ■pechMile  preamted  itatlf  1  It  a^amal  that  I  beluld  aa  laomeiM  aaoif^ 
iBa«haa^i^t(«allierintkafi«ateitoQiifini«B.  Soma  thrlakad,  aonw  giii^ad 
aMoa  ihaoted,  hoiaai  neighed  and  pranced,  swordi  mnf  en  tha  alael  helmalpu  I 
plaaid  around  ma  a  Uw  of  mf  faMrdy  nB%  and  we  nuhad  into  tha  thialuet  ef  tta 
enemy  in  eearek  af  Clav^ra ;  bat  it  waa  in  mln.  At  that  inatant  Us  Iraui^t 
i  seonded  the  kud  notee  of  retnat ;  and  we  aw  en  a  kndl  Claven  bome  avaay  hj 
hie  men.  He  threw  hknaelf  on  a  hone,  and  withontiaword^  without  hefawt,  h^ 
fled  *m  the  dnt  faaka  af  the  vetrcatii^  hoet  His  tioopa  galloped  op  the  hill  in 
the  ntmeet.eonfnsion.  My  little  line  daeed  widi  that  of  Bnrley*%  and  tooh  a 
noatber  ef  priaonan.  Our  main  body  porRied  the  enemy  two  milei,  nd  Krewad 
the  gfoond  with  men  and  horses.  I  could  see  the  bareheaded  ClaTen  In  ftant  mi 
hiaaMu,  kickinf  and  struggling  up  the  steep  side*  of  Gaidar  hlU.  He  halted  anlj 
'n  moment  on  the  top  to  look  behiodhim,  then  lounged  his  rowels  iota  his  borssk 
and  darted  forward ;  nor  did  he  reoovir  from  lUs  paide  tQl  he  found  himarlf  im 
the  dty  of  Glasgow.'* 

'^  And,  my  diUdren,**  the  Lalid  would  say,  after  he  had  told  the  advcntncaa 
of  thie  bloody  day,  *<  I  Tisited  the  field  of  battle  next  day ;  1  shaS  nsfver  fbi|et 
the  sight.  Men  and  hones  lay  in  their  gory  bede.  I  tamed  away  finan-lhe 
horrible  spselaefe.  I  passed  by  the  spot  where  God  saved  my  lifis  in  tha  si%b 
combat,  and  where  the  unhappy  Captain  Arral  ML  I  oboennsd  ^al»  In  thi 
anbsequent  fray,  the  body  had  beea  trampled  on  by  a  horsey  and  his  banreb  waas 
poured  out.*  Thus,  my  children,  tha  delenoe  of  our  lirea,  and  tha  rcgaininf  of 
onr  liberty  and  religion,  liaa  8u|]r{ected  ua  to  serere  trials.  Aaihow  gnat  most 
be  the  lore  of  liberty,  when  it  carriee  m^  forward*  under  Aa  iaspiilss  af  adf- 
dafianoei  t»  witness  the  most  diflfuating  apeetacls%  and  to  eneoontar  tha  aaoat  cnul 
haidshipaofwar!"  "^ 

BATTLE  OF  BOTHWELL  BRIDGE^ 

It  is  well  known,  that  aflter  the  disastrous  erent  now  to  be  deocrihai^  whfn 
ib%  ranks  of  the  patriotic  Whigs  were  broken  by  orerwfadnklng  fbreee,  and 
while  Dalxiel  and  QaTers  swept  the  eonth  and  west  of  SooOand  Kka  the 
blast  of  the  desnt,  brmthing  pestilenoa  and  death— the  IndlTidoal  wandercn 
betook  themselTos  to  the  caree  and  fintnesses  of  their  rugged  country.  Tbh 
was  their  situation  chiefly  from  the  year  1680  to  the  Rerolntion.  The  Leird 
also  spent  his  days  In  seclusion ;  but  stiU  he  ftarleeily  attended  the  weekly  as- 
semblies in  the  fidda,  for  the  wonhip  of  Almighty  God.  What  had  he  to  fesr? 
What  more  could  he  loee  ?  His  estate  had  been  confiscated.  His  wtft  and  babes 
stript  by  the  life-guards  of  the  last  remnant  of  earthly  oomlbrt  which  they  couM 
take  away ;  and  himself  dooned,  as  an  outlaw,  to  be  ezeonted  by  the  miUtsry 
assassins  when  taken.  He  became  reckless  of  the  woiid.  **  I  hare  livad,**  said 
he  in  anguish,  "  to  see  a  Prince  twice,  of  his  own  choloeb  tike  the  oatk  of  tbe 
covenants  to  support  religion  and  the  fbndamental  laws  of  tht;  land.  I  hare  Itred 
to  sse  that  Prince  turn  traitor  to  his  country,  and,  with  wnWoidiing  ia>piecy» 
order  these  covenanu  to  be  burnt  by  tha  hands  of  the  ekeoutfamer.  I  have  seen 
him  eubTert  the  liberty  of  my  country,  both  clril  and  religious.— I  hara  asen  him 
erect  a  bloody  in<|uiiitlon.  The  prints,  imposed  on  us  by  tyranny,  instead  of 
wooing  us  over  by  the  loveliness  of  religion,  have  thrown  off  the  bowels  of  metty. 
They  occupy  eeats  In  the  bloody  Council.  They  stimulate  the  cruelties  eC  Lander- 
dale,  M'Kenzia,  and  York.  Their  hands  are  dipt  in  bkwd  to  the  wiista.  TMs 
Coulieil  will  not  psrmitus  to  live  in  peace.  Our  property  they  confismte.  Oar 
houses  they  eouvert  into  barracks,  lliey  drag  free  men  into  chains.  IVy  bring 
no  witnesses  of  our  guilt.  They  Invent  new  tortuns  to  convert  na.  They  «b»- 
ploy  the  thumb-screws  and  bootkins.     If  we  are  ailen^  they  condemn  osl     If  wi 


»  Thi»  fact  U  recorded  In  Crooicthankt  UlBtorj,  voL  I.  chaow  UL    But  the  anthor  doet  ml 
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oonfcM  our  Christiaii^aMd,  they  doom'  us  to  tho  ftUiet.  If  we  offer  a  ixhnott 
a  jadge  riiee  from  the  bendi,  and  wHh  hie  naked  sword  wounds  ns.*  Mot  only 
our  sentencef  hut  the  mamier  of  our  ezecotion,  is  fixed  before  our  trisL  In  our 
hut  moments  they  command  the  kettle  drum  to  beat  one  coatinaed  roll ;  and 
when  a  strong  sense  of  injnstiGe  extorts  a  oomplahit  against  oar  barbarons  treat- 
ment, a  military  serrant  of  the  Coondl  strikes  the  dying  man  in  his  last  mo* 
mentf;f  an4  » if  this  sanguinary  process  were  too  dow  in  extermfaiating  u%  I 
hare  eeen  Charles  Stuart  let  looee  a  brutal  soldiery  on  us — on  us  who  reeaUed 
him  from  exile,  and  who  placed  the  crown  on  his  head*  -  He  has  murdered  our 
men,  our  wires,  and  our  children.  We  hare,  indeed,  fbrmaDy  renounced  this 
tyrsnt,  by  dedaiing  war  against  him ;  but  we  haTo  hitherto  fidled  in  thie  attempt 
to  rouse  the  energies  of  our  sleeping  country.  It  is  sunk  into  a  deadly  shnnbcn 
It  has  hitherto  permitted  the  tyrant  to  ke^  ua  under  martial  law.  Qavers  is 
our  judge,  his  dragoons  are  the  executioners ;  and  these  sairages  do  stUl  continue 
to  employ  eren  the  tagadtif  of  blood  hoiaub  to  hunt  us  dioion.— My  soul  turns  away 
from  these  loathsome  speetades.  They  hare  cut  In  pieces  the  friends  and  com- 
panions of  my  youth.  M'Kail,  Kid,  and  King,  are  no  more.  Cameron  fell 
bleeding  at  my  side.  HackstMie  they  have  butdiered.  MyfiUher,  CaigU-^bey 
could  not  spare  eren  thee !  Nor  tbee^  dear  young  Reawick !  Brown  fell  by  the 
bloody  Ctavers,  at  the  feet  of  his  wife  and  crying  babes.  I  haTo  seen  my  fHends, 
and  thoee  in  whose  Toins  my  blood  ran,  fall  in  the  ranks  on  Woodj  Bodiwell,  as 
the  golden  flowers  of  the  meadow  beneath  the  mower's  hand.  I  haTo  seen  the 
greedy  axe  of  the  inhuman  executioner  mangle  the  limbe  of  my  dearest  friends. 
I  have  seen  tl^  minions  of  tyranny  perform  their  diigusting  ssnrice  of  transport- 
ing and  su^ending,  as  on  shambles,  the  bleeding  limbs  of  the  martyrs.  I  have 
seen  the  hammer  of  the  barbarians  fix  the  heads  of  my  companions  on  thy  wall% 
O  bloody  Edinburgh !  And  Oh  !  disgusting  spectacle !  I  hare  seen  these  forms, 
once  dear  to  my  soul  as  the  light  of  hearen,  become  naked  and  bleached  bones, 
under  the  rain  and  sun.  I  b^^e  U^Mi  to  sse  the  dreadful  eilects  of  cItU  war. 
The  A^uent  butcheries  in  the  fidd  and  on  theseaiibld  have  rendered  men  callous. 
The  ghastly  heads  and  mangled  quarters  are  set  up  befwe  the  mob.  Mothers  and 
children  daily  feast  their  eyes  with  the  spectacle ;  eren  delioite  femalee  roU  their 
eyes  orcr  them  without  a  slwddeiv  Our  sulRerings  are  not  fdt,  fc»r  the  humiin 
bosom  has  lost  Its  fedlngs.— O  Ood  of  my  Aidiers !  bend  in  mercy  thine  eyes  on 
my  bleeding  conntpy_and  OB  thy  weephig  Kirk!  Shall  thess men  q>read  havun 
without  bounds?  ShaD  our  blood  straun  in  tomnts?  Shall  the  Stuarts  and 
their  daTOS  bind  these  dudns  on  ths  neck  of  our  country  and  of  thy  Kirk  for 
•rer!** 

The  Lalrd^  whfle  ha  was  utterfaig  thew  words,  had  thrown  himself  on  his 
kneea.  His  arms  were  stretdied  Ibrward  and  upward ;  his  kmg  hair,  grey,  not 
by  age,  but  by  hOioun  and  sorrow,  deecended  on  his  shouMen;  his  eyes,  Ugfated 
up  by  hope,  in  the  midst  of  despondency,  were  fixed  on  hesTen ;  and  the  tears, 
streaming  over  his  sunburned  chedn,  frU  In  huge  drope  from  his  beard  on  hi^ 
girdle. 

At  this  moment  his  brother  John  enterMl  with  looks  which  betrayed  unusual 
anxiety.  *»^y  brother."  said  he,  «« you  must  r«ume  thess  weapons,  whIA  your 
studkms  habits  have  thrown  Into  the  comer.  Fkayhig  must  give  way  to  fighting 
now.  A  trooper  adduces  at  frill  speed,  and  ho  is  foUowed  by  a  dark  column. 
We  have  not  even  time  to  fly."— The  mind  of  the  Laird,  Hka  thoee  of  the  rest  of 
the  wanderers,  always  brightened  up  at  tiieapproach  of  danger.  •'  I  guessed  some 
such  tidings  from  that  tragedy  fiux  of  youn^**  said  he.  •«  Our  perils  are  so  great 
that  tiiey  do  not  allow  us  time  to  vent  our  complaints,*'  added  he,  as  he  girded 
on  his  sword,  and  put  on  his  hdmet  «<  Let  us  TCoamoitrc-^What  do  I  see? 
^ut  one  trooper.  And  tiiat  motiey  crowd  Is  a  rabble^-not  a  troop.  That  trooper 
fanot  of  Clavas'  band ;  nor  does  he  belong  to  Duuglaa^nor  to  Inglis-nor  to 
Strachan's  dragoons.     He  waves  a  small  flag.     I  can  diaoover  the  scarlet  and 


»  See  so  iMUnoe  iccorded  In  the  Scot.  Woitbk..  p.  418  of  thU  Edition, 
f  See  an  inttaace  in  SuDplem^ot,  p.  &54» 
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UiM  oobur  of  the  CarenaoMni'  fli^^Hn ! .  wdonns  ym,  JoIib  HoifW  «f  IiMb- 
gola.*^ — Bat  what  otws  ? — LiT«  our  cmmaj? — Lim  the  good  old  ttuse  ?**^ 
•«  Olorioua  Dewi,*'  CTclatmod  Howie,  «  SeotUnd  for  ever !  SIm  is  hm.  Tin 
tyrant  Jamce  hei  abdicated.  The  Suikti  are  haniihed  by  an  indignant  natiea. 
— Orange  trivmphe.  Oar  woondo  are  binding  op. — Hazxa!  Soodand,  and 
king  Wmiaai,  aMl  the  CoTenant  ibr  erer  r 

llie  Iiaird  made  no  raply.  He  laid  hie  ated  oep  on  the  gnmad,  and  threw 
himeelf  on  hie  kneee ;  he  ottered  a  biief  pmyer,  of  which  this  waa  the  doee  t 
«<  My  bleeding  oonntry,  and  thy  wailing  KlriK»  and  my  bretfiren  in  the  fomaae^ 
haye  oome  in  FBrnembranoe  belbm  thee.  For  ever  landed  be  thy  naia&'*  **  Hmtea 
to  tiie  meeting  at  Leemaliagow-  Oar  ftieoda  bddnd  me^  you  eee,  hafo  tdnaiy 
aet  out,'*  eaid  Howie.  And  he  eet  off.  with  entboslBetic  ardour  to  epreadthe  ngmm, 

*'  Theee  newe,'*  eaid  the  Laird»  after  a  feag  paaee^  while  hie  oyee  followed  d^ 
ooarwr  over  the  plains  of  Aten.— «^  Theee  news  are  to  me  as  life  from  the  dei^L 
Oar  martial  toils  hare  not  been  uiprefitaUe^  nor  has  oor  blood  been  shed  in  imin. 
We  have  at  last  rouaed  oor  deeping  ooontry— we  have  eaved  her — we  liate  gafaiad 
oar  oItU  and  religioiii  libertke.  I  feel  a  freeh  Tilpoar  poured  Into  my  ncnm.  I 
feel  abeady  Ae  foil  glow  of  liberty.  I  ted  that  I  am  a  free  man,  and  no  ^rnni*s 
sUve.  The  Pbrliament  and  the  AesemUy  will,  I  trust,  eet  all  things  right  again. 
My  forfeiture  ehall  be  restored,  and  my  wifo  and  babes  diaU  sarroond  me  in  the 
domestic  dreie ;  and,  brother  Jolm^-what  is  no  smaU  affiuj^*-!  shsil  now  have  a 
respite — (kr  from  the  horrid  din- of  wai^-^uietly  to  finish  that  wori^  over  wfaidi 
I  have  literally  trimmed  the  midnight  lamp,  with  my  sword  and  masketoen  lying 
before  me.— Gawn  Withenpoon,*'  said  the  Laird  in  a  higher  tene,  ^  call  my 
moos-headed  hestier,  and  let  us  have  our  hwees.  I  have  a  mind  to  meet  my  eU 
IHends  at  Lesmahagow.  And  tiien,  when  serious  bodness  b  despatched,  ire  csa 
take  Bodiwdl  fidd  on  oor  return.  It  will  yidd  me  at  least  a  mdandidy  pleasore 
to  visit  the  spot  where  we  fought,  I  trust,  our  last  battle  against  the  enemies  of 
oar  ooontry,  and  of  the  good  old  oaose." 

Serioos  matters  of  ehoroli  and  atato  havli^  been  discussed  at  the  poUic  meet- 
ings the  brothen  found  themselves  on  the  fourth  day,  on  the  battle  ground  of 
BothweU. 

«  On  that  moor,*'  said  the  Lafard*  after  a  Isog  dlsnes  and,  vrithsat  bdng 
eonsdous  of  it»  he  had,  by  a  kind  of  instinot,  natural  enoa|^  to  a  soUUv,  diown 
4iis  sword,  and  was  pointing  with  it— ^  On  that  moor  the  enemy  lint  formed 
under  Monmouth.  There^  on  the  righl^  Qavers  led  on  the  MfoNguarda,  borealUng 
fury*  and  zeeolate  to  wipe  off  the  di^taee  of  the  affair  ef  DmmelQg.  DaUd 
formed  his  men  on  that  knolL  Lord  Livingstone  led  the  van  of  the  foemeo.  We 
had  tdcen  care  to  have  Bothwdl  Bridge  stnn%ly  seonred  by  a  banrieade^  and  our 
little  battery  of  cannon  was  planted  on  that  spot  below  wa,  in  order  to  sweep  die 
bridge.  And  we  did  rake  it.  The  foemsn'e  Uood  streamed  th«re.  Again  and 
again  the  troops  of  the  tyrant  manhed  on,  and  oor  cannon  annihilated  didr 
eolumna.  Sir  Robert  Hamilton  was  our  Cemmander-iiwCldef.  The  gallant 
General  Hadcstone  stood  on  that  spot  vrith  his  brave  men.  Along  tiie  river, 
and  above  the  bridge^  Barley's  foot  and  <!apCain  Nkbet*e  dtagoona  were  statkwed. 
For  one  hour  we  kept  the  enemy  In  checA ;  they  were  defoated  In  every  attempt 
to  croes  the  Clyde.  Liringetone  eent  another  strong  column  to  storm  the  bridge 
I  ehall  never  forget  the  eflbct  of  one  fire  from  om  battery,  %heia  my  men  stood. 
We  eaw  the  liae  of  the  foe  advance  In  all  the  military  gkny  of  brave  and  beantS- 
fttl  meni  *  the  horses  pranosd— the  armour  Reamed.  In  one  moment  nodiing 
was  esen  bat  a  shocking  mass  of  mortality.  Hmnan  limbs  and  the  bodies  and 
limbs  of  horsee  were  mingled  in  one  huge  heap,  or  blown  to  a  great  dbtance. 
Another  column  attempted  to  erom  dbove  the  bridge.    Some  threw  thcmsdvea  into 


»  The  frandson  of  thU  penon  (John  Howie,  the  ConapOer  of  the  Scots  Worlhte*)  b  the  perw* 
mhnin  the  Great  Vrnkmonn  calls  OM  MortaHty.  I  have  been  from  \xdmcf  fkmlliar  with  the  huuvr 
of  this  author  of  the  epttapha,  this  repairer  of  the  tombi  of  tbemartTTt;  but  I  nerer  heard  hin 
cAlkd  Okl  MortaUty.  Every  body  \sx  the  west  of  8ootlind  la  ftmiUar^wiib  the  name  of  John 
Uowie—Old  Mortaiity  b  hit  name  in  lomaoce. 
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IhAcnmBt.     •BB'Wdl-41]veeled  Ave  from  Boiiey**  troops  Uiiww  iham  Into  dlt. 
order,  and  dnnre  them  teek.     Meantime,  while  wb  were  thui  warmly  eagaf  ed, 
Hamiltfln  was  labouring  to  hring  down  Uie  different  diyiaioaa  of  our  main  iHKlf 
into  action ;  but  in  Tain  he  called  on  Colonel  Cleland*s  troop — ^in  vain  he  ordered 
Henderwm's  to  fall  in — in  Tain  he  called  on  Colonel  Fleming*!.     Hackston  flew 
ftiom  troop  to  troop — all  was  confusion ;  in  Tain  he  heeougfat,  he  intreated,  be 
threatened.     Our  disputes  and  fiery- mkgoided  zeal,  my  brother,  contracted  a 
deep  and  deadly  guUt  that  day.     The  Whig  turned  his  arm  in  fierce  hate  that 
day  against  his  own  vitals.     Onr  ch^lains,   Cargil,  and  King,  and  Kid,  and 
Douglas,  interposed  again  and  again.     Cargil  mounted  the  pulpit;  he  preached 
oiwicord ;  he  odled  aloud  for  mutual  forbearance.     *  Behold  the  banners  of  the 
enemy,*  cried  he ;  *  hear  ye  not  the  fire  of  the  foe,  and  of  our  own  brethren  ? 
Our  brothers  and  fathers  are  &Uing  beneath  their  sword.     Hasten  to  their  aid. 
See  the  Aag  of  the  Covenant.      See  the  motto  in  letters  of  gold— Christ's 
qaowN  AVD  TUB  covsKANT.*     HesT  the  voice  of  your  weeping  country.     Hear 
the  wailings  of  the  bleeding  Kirk.     Banish  diseord.     And  let  ns,  as  a  band  of 
brothers,  present  a  bold  front  to  the  foemen.     Follow  me,  all  ye  who  love  your 
country  and  the  Covenant.     I  go  to  die  in  the  fore-lront  of  the  batde.*     All  the 
ministers  and  officers  followed  him— amidst  a  flourish  of  trumpets    'but  the  great 
body  remained  to  listen  to  the  harangues  of  the  hctimu.     We  sent  i^^  *^' 
again  for  ammunition.     My  men  were  at  the  last  round.    'Treachery,  or  a  fatal 
error,  bad  sent  a  barrel  of  raisins  instead  of  powder.*     My  h^art  sunk  within 
me  while  I  beheld  the  despair  on  the  faces  of  my  brave  fellows,  as  I  struck  out 
the  head  of  the  vesseL     Hackston  called  his  officers  to  him.     We  threw  ovr- 
selves  around  him.     '  What  must  be  done?*  said  he,  in  an  agony  of  deqMdr. 
*,  Conquer  or  die  ;*  we  said,  as  if  with  one  voice.     *  We  have  onr  swords  yet; 
Lead  back  the  men  th«i  to  their  places,  and  let  the  ensign  bear  down  the  blue 
and  scarlet  colours.     Our  God  ami  owr  OnaUry  be  the  word.*     Hackston  rushed 
forward.     We  ran  to  our  respective  corps — wo  cheered  oinr  men,  but  tliey  wffo 
languid   and  dispirited.     Their  ammunition   was  nearly  expended*   and  th^ 
seemed  anxious  to  husband  what  remained.     They  fought  only  with  their  «ar»> 
bines.     The  cannons  could  no  more  be  loaded.     The  enemy  soon  perceived  thia 
We  MW  •  troop  of  horse  approach  the  hridgv.     It  vras  that  of  the  Ufe-gnanls. 
I  icoognixed  the  phmie  of  Qavers.     They  approadied  in  lapM  march.     A  BOUd 
odumn  of  faiftntry  followed.     I  sent  a  request  to  Captain  Nisbct  to  join  his  trosp 
to  mine.     He  was  In  an  instant  with  ns. — ^We  charged  the  Ufo-guards.     Oar 
•words  mng  on  their  sted  cape.     Many  of  my  brave  lads  fell  on  all  sides  of  me. 
Bat  we  hewed  down  the  foe.     They  began  to  reeL     The  whole  oohunn  was  kept 
stationary  on  the  bridge.     Qavers*  dreadful  voice  was  heard  ■■lore  like  the  ydl 
of  a  savage,  than  the  commanding  voice  of  a  soldier.     Ho  pushed  forward  his 
man,  and  again  we  hewed  them  down.  *  A  third  mass  was  pndied  op.     Onr 
«ixlinnsted  dragoons  fled.     Unsupported,  I  firand  myadf  by  tlie  brave  Nisbel^  and 
Paton,  and  Hackston.     We  looked  for  a  moment's  space  In  silence  on  each  otiier.^ 
We  galloped  in  Aront  of  our  retreating'  men.     We  lalHed  them.     We  pointed  to 
the  General  almost,  alone.     Wo  pointed  to  the  white  and  to  the  scarlet  colours 
floating  near  him.      We  cried,   *  God  and  owr  OowUry.'      They  face!  about. 
We  charged  Clavers  once  more — <  IVrfoot,*  cried  Niabety  <  I  dare  yon  to  the 
fore^iJront  of  the  battle.'     We  rushed  up  at  fufl  gallop.     Our  men  seeing  this, 
followed  also  at  foil  qwed. — ^We  broke  the  enemy*a  line^  bearing  down  those  files 
whidi  we  encountered.     We  cut  our  way  through  tiidr  ranks.     But  they  had 
now  lengthened  their  front     Saporior  nnmben  drove  us  in.     They  had  gained 
entire  possession  of  the  bridge.     Livingstone  and  Dalxiel  were  actually  taking  na 
on  the  dank.— A  band  had  got  between  ns  and  Bnriey*s  infantry.      *  My 
fHends,'  said  Hackston  to  his  officers,  '  we  are  last  on  the  field.     We  can  do 
no  more.1— We  must  retreat.     Let  na  attempt,  at  least,  to  hrhig  aid  to  those 
deluded  men  behind  OS.     They  have  brought  min  on  thematlvas  and  on  us^     Ko 
Monmouth,  but  our  own  divisions  have  scattered  ns.* 


»  The  native*  of  ftsmltton  have  pmcrrcd,  vy  •tsdmsa.'Oe  wune  oT  the  jaefcbaDb  wbo  did 
this  dUMTTice  to  the  Cevenanteis'  anay. 
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At  this  ttomcnt  one  of  the  life-foardi  aimed  4  blow  at  Hackiton.  My  nvvii 
reeelTed  it— and  a  atrolca  from  Nisbet  laid  the  lbeman*s  hand  aod  aword  in  the 
dost  He  fidnted  and  tomUed  from  liia  aaddle.  We  reined  oar  hones  and  gal. 
loped  to  our  main  body.  But  what  a  aoene  proKnted  itadf  here !  These  mis- 
gnided  men  had  their  eyea  now  fully  opened  on  their  fittal  error*.  The  enemy 
were  bringinf  op  their  whole  force  against  them.  I  was  not  long  a  near  specta- 
tor  of  it ;  for  a  ball  graxed  my  oonraer.  He  {longed  and  reared — then  shot  off 
like  an  arrow.  Several  of  our  officers  drew  to  the  same  place.  On  a  IcneO  we 
freed  about — ^the  battle  raged  below  us.  We  bdield  our  commander  doii^  ererj 
thing  that  a  braTe  soldier  could  do  with  factious  men  against  an  orerpowsring  fot, 
Buriey  and  his  troops  were  in  dose  conflict  with  Chtrers*  dragoons.  We  saw 
him  dismount  three  troopers  with  his  own  hand.  He  could  not  turn  ike  tide  ot 
battle,  but  he  was  corering  the  retreat  of  these  misguided  men.  Be&re  we  could, 
njoin  him,  a  party  threw  themaelTes  in  our  way.  Kennoway,  one  of  Qarefs' 
olBcers,  led  them  on.  <  Would  to  God  that  tlds  was  Gr»hame  hhnsef  1^ '  aoma 
of  my  comrades  ejaculated  ahnid.  <  He  frlls  to  my  ahare,'  said  I,  *  whoever  tho 
oiBcer  be.'  I  adTaneed — he  met  me.  I  parried  several  thrusts.  He  ttoAt^A 
a  cut  Y*^  the  left  arm ;  and  the  sword,  by  the  same  stroke,  shore  off  one  of  his 
horse*s  can;  It  plunged  and  reared.  We  dbsed  again.  I  reoeired  a  stroke  on  tta 
left  shoulder.  My  blow  fell  on  his  sword  arm.  He  reined  hia  horse  around,  ro- 
treaied  a  few  paces,  then  returned  at  full  gallop.  My  courser  reared  instinctrrdy 
as  his  approached.  I  received  his  stroke  on  the  back  of  my  Ferrara ;  and  by  a 
back  stroke,  J  gave.him  a  deep  cut  on  the  cheek.  And  before  he  could  recover  a 
position  of  defi»)ce,  my  sword  fell  with  a  terrible  blow  on  his  sted  cap.  Stunned 
by  the  Mow,  he  bent  himsdf  forward — and,  grasping  the  mane,  he  tumbkd  from 
his  saddle,  and  his  steed  galloped  over  the  fidd.  I  did  not  repeat  the  blow.  His 
left  hand  presented  his  sword ;  his  right  arm  was  disabled  ;  his  life  was  given  to 
him.  My  companions  having  disposed  of  their  antagonists,  (and  some  of  them  had 
two  »-piece,)  we  paused  to  see  the  fete  of  the  bottle.  Dalzid  and  Livingstone 
were  riding  over  the  fidd,  like  furies,  cutting  down  all  in  their  way.  Monmonth 
was  galloping  fh>m  rank  to  rank,  and  calling  on  his  men  to  give  qnarter.  CUvera, 
to  wipe  off  the  disgrace  of  Drumdog,  was  committing  feari^  havoc  '  Can  we 
net  find  Clavers,*  said  Haugh-head. — *  No,*  said  Captain  Patan,  '  tiie  gallant 
Cilond  takes  care  to  have  a  solid  guard  of  his  rogues  about  him.  I  have  sought 
him  over  the  fidd  ;.but  I  found  him,  as  1  now  perodve  him,  with  a  maoa  off  Us 
goards  about  him.'  At  this  instant  we  saw  our  Genersl,  at  some  distaiiee,  dis- 
entangling Umsdf  firom  the  men  who  had  tumbled  over  him  in  the  ee^.  His 
frot)  and  hands,  aod  clothes,  were  covered  with  gore.  He  had  been  dismonntod, 
and  was  fighting  on  foot.  We  rushed  to  the  spot,  and  cheered  Um.  Our  party 
drove  back  tho  aoattoed  bands  of  DalzieL  *  My  friends,*  said  Sir  Robert  as 
we  mounted  him  on  a  stray  horsey  *  the  day  is  lost !  But — ^you.  Paten  ;  yo«, 
Brawttlee  of  Torfoot,  and  you,  Haugh-head ;  let  not  that  flag  fall  into  the  hmiu 
of  theae  incarnate  devils.  We  have  lost  the  battle,  but,  by  the  grada  of  God, 
nddier  Dalaid  nor  Clavers  shall  say  that  he  took  our  eokmrs.  My  emign  has 
done  his  duty.  He  is  down.  This  sword  has  saved  it  twice.  I  ]ea««  it  to  yonr 
cjire.  ITon  aee  its  perilous  situation.*  He  pointed  with  his  sword  to  the  spoc 
We  coUeeted  some  of  our  scattered  troops,  and  flew  to  the  place.  The  standard 
bearer  was  down,  but  he  was  stiU  fearlesdy  grasping  the  flag  stafl^  while  he  was 
borne  upright  by  the  mass  of  men  who  had  thrown  themsdves  In  ficioe  oantest 
around  it.  Its  well  known  bine  and  aeariet  eokmrs,  and  Its  motto,  Cnuar'a 
caowir  Am  covknaiit,  in  brilliant  gold  letters,  inspired  us  wiA  a  aacred  enthn- 
aiasm.  We  gave  a  loud  cheer  to  the  wounded  ensign*  and  nuhed  into  the  cnmbat. 
The  redemftion  of  that  flag  cost  the  foe  many  a  gallant  man.  They  fell  beneath 
our  broad  swords ;  and,  with  horrible  ocecratiflns  dying  on  their  lips^  diey  gave 
up  their  soob  to  thdr  Judge. 

Here  I  met  in  front  that  farodons  dragoon  of  Clavers  named  Tim  HaBiday, 
who  had  more  than  once,  in  his  raids  plundered  my  halls ;  and  had  snatched  tiie 
bread  from  my  weeping  babes.  He  had  just  seised  the  white  staff  of  the  flag. 
But  his  tremendous  oath  of  exultation,  (we  of  the  covenant  never  swear)— his 
aith  had  scaroelv  nasoed  its  ndluted  threshold,  when  this  Andro  Fetxani  All  oa 
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the  guard  of  his  stod,  and  shlreKd  it  to  ple«»  '  Reemnt  loon  !*  nid  I, 
'  thoa  ahalt  thia  day  remember  thy  eril  deeds.*  Another  Uow  on  hit  helmet  laid 
him  at  his  huge  length,  and  made  him  bite  the  dost.  In  the  mSt^  that  followed, 
I  lost  sight  of  him.  We  fboght  like  liona— but  with  the  hearts  of  Christians. 
While  my  gallant  companions  stemmed  the  tide  of  battle,  the  standard,  rent  to 
tatters,  fell  across  my  breast.  I  tore  it  from  the  staff,  and  wrapt  it  round  my 
body.  We  cut  our  way  through  the  enemy,  and  carried  our  General  off  the  field. 
HaTing  gained  a  small  knoll,  we  bdield  once  more  the  dreadful  spectacle  below. 
TliickTolumes  of  smoke  and  dust  rolled  in  a  lazy  doudoTcr  the  daricliands  mingled 
In  deadly  fray.  It  was  no  longer  a  battle,  but  a  massacre.  In  the  struggle  of 
my  feelings  I  turned  my  eyes  on  the  General  and  Paton.  I  saw,  in  the  face  of 
the  latter,  an  indescribable  conflict  of  passions.  His  long  and  shaggy  eye-browa 
were  drawn  orer  his  eyes.  His  hand  grasped  his  sword.  '*  I  cannot  yet  leaTO 
the  heiid,*  said  the  undaunted  Pkton — <  With  the  General's  permission,  I  shall 
tiy  to  sare  some  of  our  wretched  men  beset  by  those  hell  hounds.  Who  will 
go? — At  Kilsyth  I  saw  service.  When  deserted  by  my  troqs  I  cut  my  way 
througli  Montrose's  men,  and  reached  the  spot  where  Colooeb  Halket  and  . 
Strachan  were.  We  left  the  field  together.  Fifteen  drsgoons  attacked  us.  We 
cut  down  thirteen,  and  two  fled.  Thirteen  next  asaaUed  us.  We  left  ten  on  the 
fied,  and  three  fled.  Eleren  Highlanders  next  met  us.  We  paused  and  cheered 
each  other.     '  Now,  Johnny,'  cried  Halket  to  me>  *  put  forth  your  metal,  dse 

we  are  gone.'    Nine  others  we  sent  after  their  comrades,  and  two  fled.* Now, 

who  will  join  this  raid?*  *  1  wiU  be  your  leader,'  said.  Sir  Robert,  as  wa 
fell  into  the  ranks. — We  marched  on  the  enemy's  fbink.  *  Yonder  is  Gaten,' 
said  Paton,  while  he  directed  his  courser  on  him.  The  bloody  man  was,  at 
that  moment,  nearly  alonei,  hacking  to  pieces  some  poor  fellows  already  on  their 
kueea  disarmed,  and  imploring  him  by  the  common  feelings  of  humanity  to  spare 
their  lirea.  He  had  just  finished  his  usual  oath  against  their  *  feelings  of  hu- 
manity,' when  Paton  presented  himself.  He  instantly  let  go  his  prey,  and  slunk 
back  into  the  midst  of  his  troopers.  Having  formed  than,  he  advanced — We 
formed  and  madea  furious  onset  At  our  flnt  charge  his  troop  reded.  Claren  was 
dismounted. — But  at  that  moment  Dalziel  assailed  us  on  the  flank  and  rear.  Our 
men  fell  around  us  like  grass  before  the  mower.  The  bnglemen  sounded  a  retreat. 
Once  more  in  the  m£U  I  fell  In  with  the  General  and  Paton.  We  were  covend 
with  wounds.  We  directed  our  flight  in  the  rear  of  our  bndcen  troops.  By  the 
direction  of  the  General  I  had  unfurled  the  standard.  It  was  borne  off  the  field 
flying  at  the  sword's  point.  But  that  h<aiour  cost  me  much.  I  was  assaJlsd  by 
three  fierce  dragoons ;  five  followed  dose  in  the  rear.  I  eaOed  to  PktoO|— in  a 
moment  he  was  by  my  dde.  I  threw  the  standard  to  the  Genenl,  and  we 
rushed  on  the  foe.  They  fell  beneadi  our  swords ;  but  my  fidthfbl  steed#  which 
had  carried  me  through  all  my  dangers,  was  mortaDy  wounded.  He  felL  I  was 
throwirin  among  the  fallen  enemy.  I  fidnted.  I  opened  my  eyes  on  misery. 
I  found  mysdf  in  the  pi^esence  of  Monmouth^— a  prisoner— with  other  wretched 
creatnrei^  awaiting,  in  awful  suspense*  their  ultimate  destiny."      •      «     • 


•  8eetbi«cbiva!TonfdellBm»reeorded,lnthelifeofapCaInI>ktoii,pa43l,43^ofa^ 
This  eolebntcd  ofllccr  wu  tnlned  up  to  warlkre  in  the  annyof  Cfaarlei  OusUvut,  King  of  5(wedeo, 
and  «m>nia  a  good  fpedmen  ot  those  bexoio  Whigi  who  bnmgbt  about  the  Berolutlon  U  IQSd, 
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